PEACE Info (April 25, 2022)

Pro-Junta Militia Kills NLD Supporters in Myanmar

Nearly 40 Buddhist clergy killed and 40 jailed since Myanmar coup

Myanmar Regime Forces Accused of Serial Sexual Assaults

Anti-junta fighters threaten Chinese mines in Myanmar

Myanmar Junta Chief Reveals His Egotism by Awarding Himself Honorary Titles
CSOs meet with UN envoy, concerned about her upcoming trip to Myanmar
ASEAN’s Myanmar Peace Plan Condemned for No Significant Progress

ASEAN’s Peace Efforts Dead in the Water

Junta chief’s proposed peace dialogue fails to impress critics

Ethnic Armed Groups Reject Myanmar Junta Chief’s Peace Talks

Mon Unity Party to Attend UPDJC Political Parties Group Selection

Fighting in Lay Kay Kaw expected to intensify after junta soldier killed in fresh clash
Fighting may intensify in Tanintharyi Region due to military buildup, KNLA warns
Karen forces fire shots at two bases in southeast Myanmar after junta soldiers ignore
order to leave

Explosion hits checkpoint at Myanmar’s border with Thailand
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Pro-Junta Militia Kills NLD Supporters in Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 April 2022

A pro-regime militia killed two National League for Democracy (NLD) supporters and
wounded another in Mandalay on Sunday in response to an anti-junta group’s vow to attack
regime supporters, security forces and their family members.

Sources close to the victims said U Tin and Daw Kha Kha were seized by the Thwe Thout
militia in the evening. U Khin Maung Thein, U Tin’s brother, searched for them and also
went missing.

U Khin Maung Thein and Daw Kha Kha, both in their 50s, own Sein Win Win teashop in in
Mandalay and are strong NLD supporters. U Khin Maung Thein is a ward chairman in
Chanayethazan Township.

U Khin Maung Thein, who was dead, and Daw Kha Kha, who was still alive at the time, were
dumped outside an NLD office on Sunday night. A Thwe Thout lanyard was left around U
Khin Maung Thein’s neck. U Tin’s body was found with the group’s logo near the Sabel
housing complex near Kannar Road.

A Mandalay Region NLD member confirmed the deaths to The Irrawaddy.

“U Tin had been stabbed in the throat and U Khin Maung Thein was shot in his waist. Their
bodies are being prepared for funerals,” she said.

She added that Daw Kha Kha was shot in the head and had knife wounds on her throat and
head. She is being treated at hospital and her condition is unknown.

Thwe Thout posted graphic images of the victims with lanyards on its Telegram channel.

It follows the launch by Mandalay guerrilla group Black Hades of its Operation Zeya,
pledging to “hunt regime soldiers and police but also their families”.

Thwe Thout said on Thursday that they will launch “Operation Red” to counter Operation
Zeya. Pro-regime Telegram accounts, such as Han Nyein Oo, distributed the statement.

Since late March last year, numerous regime informers, officials and allies have been killed
by guerrilla groups.

Daw Soe Soe, 50, the wife of the vice-chairman of the NLD in Mandalay, U Ko Ko Lay,
was killed during interrogation and her body was dumped beside a Mandalay road on
Friday.

On Monday, Thwe Thout updated its hit list to include people’s defense force supporters,
journalists and diaspora members supporting attacks on the regime. The list included family
members.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/pro-junta-militia-kills-nld-supporters-in-
myanmar.html
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Nearly 40 Buddhist clergy killed and 40 jailed since Myanmar coup

Junta and opposition forces blame each other for the killings, which RFA confirmed through
its reporting.

By RFA Myanmar Service | 2022.04.25

Monks and members of the Pyu Saw Htee militia train
at a firing range in Sagaing region, Feb. 11, 2022.

Citizen journalist

Nearly 40 Buddhist clergy have been killed, and 40
others jailed, since Myanmar’s military took control
of the country in a coup last year, according to data
compiled by RFA’s Myanmar Service.

The 38 monks and one nun were killed between Feb. 1, 2021 — the day the military
seized power — and mid-April 2022, RFA found through analysis of junta press releases,
local media reports and interviews with sources.

A recent statement by the junta claimed that 33 monks were killed, and seven others
injured, in a single April 3 attack by prodemocracy People’s Defense Force (PDF)
paramilitaries, a group the military regime has accused of terrorism. RFA was unable to
independently verify the claims made by the junta.

RFA’s own records, based on sources and local media reports, show that at least five
monks were arrested and killed by junta authorities for alleged links to PDF groups, while
another 38 monks are being held in various prisons throughout the country.

Residents and Buddhist leaders from Mandalay region’s Madaya township told RFA that
on April 3 a PDF unit killed a monk from the township’s Kin village for allegedly working
as an informer for the military. In retaliation, they said, the military arrested the head of
the area monastic school Pinnya Wuntha, who later died in detention after being
interrogated by troops.

Than Lone, a member of the PDF in neighboring Mingin township, told RFA that with the
exception of those with ties to groups such as the pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee militia, the PDF
had never killed a Buddhist clergy member.

“We can boldly say that no PDF units have killed any civilians ... as long as they were not
Dalans (informers),” he said.

“No comrade would have done that kind of killing. We are all connected. We might get
rid of Dalans or Pyu Saw Htee members, but no one else.”

Than Lone said that the PDFs were formed “to protect the public” from the military and
said they “would never do anything that would upset the people.”

Another report on the alleged killing of a monk by the military was relayed to RFA on
Sunday by residents of Thabyethar village in Sagaing region’s Wuntho township, who said
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troops shot and killed the village abbot after he tried to stop them from setting fire to
area homes.

When asked by RFA about reports of the killing and arrests of Buddhist clergy, junta
deputy information minister, Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun, said that military has only arrested
monks in rare circumstances.

“When it comes to arrests, the government rarely does that to monks,” he said. “In some
places, so-called PDF terrorist fighters are operating under the guise of being monks.
When we find out who they really are, we must take legal action.”

Zaw Min Tun did not comment on reports of the military killing monks.
Ma Ba Tha monks

Last month, a video went viral on social media in Myanmar purportedly showing monks
with the hardline Ma Ba Tha group on a “tour” of several pro-junta villages in Sagaing in
support of forming Pyu Saw Htee units. The video appears to show the monks helping to
train people and delivering Buddhist sermons.

In one clip, Ma Ba Tha leaders known as “sayadaws” appear to be holding guns in their
hands and telling residents that the PDFs are killing people and setting fire to villages.

Sources told RFA that the footage was filmed on Feb. 27 at the Yadanar Kan Myint Htei
Monastery during a Pyu Saw Htee training camp graduation ceremony in Taze township’s
Kabe village. They confirmed that pro-junta monks have been “carrying guns” and “taking
part in some of the fighting” in the region.

A woman in Monywa region, speaking on condition of anonymity for security reasons,
blamed the deaths of the 38 clergy and many other civilians on the country’s leading
monks, who she said had failed to intervene and stop the military’s crackdown on
opponents to its rule.

“I'm heartbroken that [they] didn’t stop the junta from committing violence and killings,”
she said.

According to the Thailand-based Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, authorities
have killed at least 1,782 civilians and arrested nearly 10,300 others since the Feb. 1,
2021, coup, mostly during peaceful anti-junta protests.

Attempts by RFA to contact the State Sangha Maha Nayaka Group, a Yangon-based
Buddhist monastic order, for comment on the reported killings went unanswered
Monday.

Ashin Rajadhamma, a member of the Sangha Union in Mandalay, said true monks should
not be engaged in weapons training or acting as informants for the military.

“National politics doesn’t call for monks to be involved in an armed struggle,” he said.

“Historically, the involvement of the monks [in politics] was nonviolent. We stand by
doing the right thing. That’s why we express our wishes in a non-violent way. We take

Page 5 of 89



part in peaceful street protests. That’s how monks should be involved in national
politics.”

Of the 38 monks RFA confirmed to be held in prison since the coup, most are from the
regions of Mandalay, Sagaing, Bago, Tanintharyi, Ayeyawaddy, Magway and Yangon.

Among them are Thaw Bita (Alinga Kyeh) and Tay Zaniya (Mandalay Hill), two prominent
monks with ties to the deposed National League for Democracy (NLD) party who were
arrested on the day of the power grab. Thaw Bita was later sentenced to a two-year jail
term by a prison court.

There are more than 500,000 Buddhist monks and 600,000 nuns in Myanmar, and while
they are aligned in their veneration of the Buddha, their political interests vary. Some
Buddhist clergy are outspoken proponents of democracy, while others support the junta
for what they say is its protection of religious values.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/clergy-04252022200817.html

Myanmar Regime Forces Accused of Serial Sexual Assaults
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 April 2022

Myanmar junta soldiers have raped women in Taung Tha Township, Mandalay Region with
impunity since last year’s coup, according to local residents.

Members of the pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia have also committed sexual assaults, said
Ko Zaw Htwe, information officer for the Taung Tha Township National League for
Democracy branch.

“As far as we know, junta soldiers have committed two sexual assaults and a Pyu Saw Htee
leader one sexual assault since the coup. Victims still can’t file complaints. There might be
more rape cases that went unreported. We heard that there have been eight sexual assaults
committed by junta soldiers, police and Pyu Saw Htee,” he said.

In early April, a junta soldier guarding a school in Za Jan Village in Taung Tha raped a 21-
year-old woman with mental health problems.

Her father, a cousin and at least two women witnessed the rape. But police refused to open
a case when they filed a complaint at the local police station. Family members also filed
complaints with the Myanmar military, who responded by hiding the perpetrator.

“Witnesses said that the rapist was a soldier, but [police] did not open the case because he
was a soldier. We want justice for the victim whoever the perpetrator is. This case is worse
because the victim has mental health problems. We ordinary people have had to bite the
bullet under the military dictatorship,” said Ko Zaw Htwe.
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In November last year, a woman from Nat Saunk Village in Taung Tha was gang-raped by
regime soldiers. She was taking cattle out to pasture with her uncle when four junta soldiers
appeared. They beat and threatened her uncle to leave before raping her.

The victim’s family dared not file a complaint out of fear of retaliation and the perpetrators
are still at large, said Ko Zaw Htwe.

In February, a 30-year-old widow from San U Village was raped by the leader of the Pyu Saw
Htee group in the village, and was unable to file a complaint.

“The widow first reported the rape to the village administrator, who is an ex-military officer,
in order to file a complaint with the police station. The administrator told her not to file a
complaint, and pressured her into settling the case in the village. Now the widow doesn’t
dare to file a complaint out of fear that she might get killed,” Ko Zaw Htwe said.

Taung Tha consists of six urban wards and 77 village-tracts with 243 villages. The township
has a population of more than 310,000 people, and over 250 of them have been detained
since the coup, according to local activists.

Junta supporters largely outnumber resistance forces in Taung Tha. The regime has
therefore formed and armed Pyu Saw Htee groups in the township.

A local resident remarked: “Locals want to help rape victims, but they dare not because they
will have to bear the consequences themselves. They keep clear of the regime. They have
seen many people detained by the regime who have died during interrogation or been shot
dead in public. So they are gripped by fear, and stay clear of the regime as much as they

”n

can.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-forces-accused-of-serial-
sexual-assaults.html

Anti-junta fighters threaten Chinese mines in Myanmar
By AFP |

Myanmar anti-junta fighter on Saturday threatened to attack Chinese-backed mines in the
country's northwest if the projects are not shut down, saying the profits were lining the
pockets of the junta.

People's Defence Forces (PDF) have sprung up since the putsch to oppose the regime, with
junta-linked companies a prime target.

China's Wanbao Mining has a partnership with Myanmar military-owned conglomerate
Myanma Economic Holdings to run the controversial Letpadaung and Sapetaung-
Kyesintaung copper mines near Salingyi in the Sagaing region.

But mining has recently faced disruptions because of fighting, electricity supply problems
and the coronavirus.
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Sixteen rebel groups issued a joint statement Thursday saying income from mining would
line the pockets of senior Myanmar military officials and cronies.

'We will wait and see whether they will run their project or not. If they do, we will attack
them,' a spokesman for the local PDF told AFP Saturday.

He said the military has deployed security forces to the area and Wanbao has been on a
recruiting drive that has reportedly brought in 300 workers.

The rebel groups say the Chinese-backed mines have not benefited local people despite
operating for years.

The spokesman urged the workers to join the ongoing civil disobedience movement against
the mines and take part in strikes.

'We asked the people who worked for the businesses to leave their jobs by May 5,' the joint
statement said.

The rebels said they would bear no responsibility if workers who defied strike action were
caught up in attacks on the mines.

There were reports in February of rocket attacks by anti-coup fighters on the Letpadaung
mine, which has for years been dogged by complaints about land grabs, environmental
damage and brutal police crackdowns on protesters.

Protests against the mine have fuelled anti-China sentiment in Myanmar's commercial hub
of Yangon as well as other cities over the years.

In January local media reported that rebel groups also blew up three electricity pylons
supplying the Chinese-run Tagaung Taung nickel mine in Sagaing, causing production
problems.

Chinese diplomats complained to Myanmar's shadow government -- made up mostly of
lawmakers ousted in the coup -- media reports said.

A coalition activist group campaigning for transparency in the resources sector estimates
the Myanmar military earned $725 million from the three Sagaing mines in the 2020-2021
financial year.

'China's continued business dealings with the Tatmadaw (military) are undermining the...
pro- democracy movement, which risks further inflaming anti-Chinese sentiment amongst
the Myanmar population,' Publish What You Pay Australia said in a report in November.

Wanbao Mining and the Chinese embassy in Myanmar did not reply to requests for
comment from AFP.

More than 1,700 civilians have been killed in a military crackdown since last year's coup,
according to a local monitoring group.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/anti-junta-fighters-threaten-chinese-mines-myanmar

Page 8 of 89


https://www.mizzima.com/article/anti-junta-fighters-threaten-chinese-mines-myanmar

Myanmar Junta Chief Reveals His Egotism by Awarding Himself Honorary Titles
By AGGA AUNG | 25 April 2022

While Myanmar has descended into chaos since the February 2021 coup, junta chief Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing is busy blowing his own trumpet. His egomania was exposed again
on April 17, Myanmar’s New Year’s Day, when he awarded himself titles traditionally given
to people who make huge contributions to the country.

Min Aung Hlaing gave himself two titles on April 17: Sadoe Thiri Thudhamma — The Most
Glorious Order of Truth —and Sadoe Maha Thray Sithu —the Order of the Union of
Myanmar. He also conferred honorary titles on former dictators. In doing so, he made
himself a laughing stock with the Myanmar people.

He conferred the same titles he gave himself on former general and Vice President Myint
Swe, who transferred power to Min Aung Hlaing on the day of the coup that ousted the
civilian National League for Democracy (NLD) government that Myint Swe had previously
served.

The highest titles in Myanmar are known as Thingaha Orders and are divided into two
groups: Thudhamma Thingaha and Pyidaungsu Thingaha.

Agga Maha Thiri Thudhamma is the first class order in Thudhamma Thingaha and Agga
Maha Thray Sithu is the first class order in Pyidaungsu Thingaha.

Min Aung Hlaing conferred both these titles posthumously on former Prime Minister U Nu,
U San Yu, the puppet president during the Ne Win era of military rule, and Senior General
Saw Maung, who took over as Prime Minister following the failed 1988 pro-democracy
uprising.

The junta chief also gave former dictator Senior General Than Shwe, who handpicked Min
Aung Hlaing as his successor as head of the Myanmar military, the Agga Maha Thray Sithu
title, as well as awarding it posthumously to General Ne Win, who overthrew U Nu’s
government in a 1962 coup.

Naypyitaw sources said that by giving out the titles to former dictators, Min Aung Hlaing is
attempting to enhance his own status.

“He wants to show that Than Shwe’s era is over and that he is the boss now,” remarked a
retired military officer.

Despite the fact that his regime faces intense armed resistance across most of the country,
Min Aung Hlaing apparently believes that he is better than his mentor Than Shwe.

That was revealed by the fact that he awarded himself a higher title, Sadoe Thiri
Thudhamma, than the one he conferred on Than Shwe.

Typically, the eligibility criteria is the same for both orders, and there is nothing that says
one title is better than the other. However, the insignia for Thudhamma Thingaha titles are
more lavish than the insignia for Pyidaungsu Thingaha titles.
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The Sadoe Thiri Thudhamma title comes with a medal made with nine ticals of gold, and a
salwe, or belt, which goes across the right shoulder and chest, made with 31 ticals of gold.
The medal also has an 8.8 mm-diameter ruby surrounded by eight 5.8 mm rubies.

In contrast, the Agga Maha Thray Sithu title comes with a medal made with eight ticals of
gold and without a salwe. And the medal has only a piece of jade and no rubies.

Min Aung Hlaing is expected to be seen wearing his new salwe at upcoming state occasions
and when he receives credentials from newly-appointed foreign ambassadors.

A look at the list of honorary title recipients reveals that many appear to have been picked
at random.

Former vice senior general Maung Aye, who was the second man in the former military
regime led by Than Shwe, was not awarded any title. In fact, none of the top brass of the
former military regime, five of whom are Than Shwe’s neighbors in Naypyitaw, were
awarded titles.

It is safe to assume that U Thein Sein was excluded because he already has two Thingaha
titles, awarded when he was President between 2011 and 2016. But Maung Aye, former
Vice President U Tin Aung Myint Oo, former parliament speaker U Shwe Mann and former
Union Election Commission head U Tin Aye were also not on the list. Nor was former
military intelligence chief Khin Nyunt.

National League for Democracy patron U Tin Oo, who is a former military chief, was also not
awarded a title.

Four former navy chiefs were given Sithu titles, but well-known navy chiefs U Soe Thein, U
Thet Swe and U Nyan Tun were excluded. Five former air force chiefs were also given Sithu
titles, but U Myat Hein, from Than Shwe’s era, and U Khin Aung Myint, who served during U
Thein Sein’s time in power, were excluded.

Oddly, former air force chief Lwin Oo, who was in charge when the Myanmar Air Force
bombed China’s Yunnan Province in 2015 during fighting in northern Shan State, was given a
Sithu title.

Lwin Oo was appointed as Myanmar’s Ambassador to Russia after the 2021 coup, and
sources in Naypyitaw suggested his title is for his contribution to the junta’s bilateral ties
with Russia.

In the name of peace, Min Aung Hlaing also gave the Wunna Kyawhtin title to 25 leaders of
ethnic armed organizations.

Controversial militia leader Zahkung Ting Ying from Kachin State Special Region 1 and U
Aung Kham Hti from Special Region 6 in northern Shan State, who has close ties with Than
Shwe, were among the Wunna Kyawhtin recipients.

Ethnic leaders who signed the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement were also given the Wunna
Kyawhtin title. Among them were General Mutu Say Poe of the Karen National Union (KNU),
General Yawd Serk of the Restoration Council of Shan State, Khun Okkar of the Pa-O

Page 10 of 89



National Liberation Organization, U Khaing Soe Naing from the Arakan Liberation Party and
U Naing Shwe Kyin from the New Mon State Party.

Sources suggest that Min Aung Hlaing is attempting to split the KNU by awarding KNU
chairman General Mutu Say Poe a title while the KNU is engaged in fierce fighting with the
military regime.

Some ethnic leaders might be secretly happy that they were given the Wunna Kyawhtin
title. But they might be disappointed if they know the precedence of the awards.

Wunna Kyawhtin is an award for outstanding performance. It is a lower ranking award than
Thingaha titles and ranked below the Thiri Pyanchi and Zayya Kyawhtin titles.

Deputy junta ministers were given the Wunna Kyawhtin title on Armed Forces Day last
month, and awarding it to ethnic leaders may be a sign of how the regime regards them.
The Myanmar military attaches great importance to protocol and is well aware that the
Wunna Kyawhtin title is less prestigious.

Deputy junta chief Vice Senior General Soe Win is mainly responsible for scrutinizing
individuals for honorary awards, along with deputy home affairs minister Major General Soe
Tint Naing. Min Aung Hlaing reviews the list of nominees and signs off on them.

While Min Aung Hlaing is to be criticized for awarding himself titles, his deputy Soe Win
can’t be spared criticism either. He awarded himself the Thray Sithu title on Independence
Day in January.

Min Aung Hlaing also holds the Thray Sithu title, which was conferred on him by former
President U Thein Sein. He was awarded no titles under the NLD government, but has given
himself two titles one year after he seized power.

A retired military officer said he could not help laughing after he read about the award of
the titles on April 17.

A little over a year after the coup, the regime has already given out thousands of titles, a
display of egoism that is a considerable waste of public funds. On Independence Day alone
in January, the regime awarded more than 1,200 medals, many of them posthumously.
Another 1,009 people received titles, medals and badges on Armed Forces Day and on April
17.

The regime plans to spend 850 billion kyats on pensions and honorary awards in the current
fiscal year, according to its budget. In stark contrast, the electricity budget is less than 700
billion kyats. That alone reveals that satisfying his own ego is more important to Min Aung
Hlaing than providing electricity to the Myanmar people who have to endure daily power
cuts.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/myanmar-junta-chief-reveals-his-egotism-by-
awarding-himself-honorary-titles.html
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CSOs meet with UN envoy, concerned about her upcoming trip to Myanmar
By Mizzima |

This week representatives of Myanmar civil society organizations (CSOs) met with the UN
Special Envoy of the Secretary-General on Myanmar (UNSE), Noeleen Heyzer.

In the 15 April meeting, the Special Envoy shared updates on her activities, with reference
to key recommendations made by civil society groups during their first meeting on 21
February. Following internal consultations, nine civil society representatives joined the
meeting, updated the Special Envoy, and expressed frustrations regarding the lack of
concrete action from the international community to halt the military’s violence.

During the meeting, the representatives raised several concerns regarding the human rights
and humanitarian crises in Myanmar, the worst the situation has been in decades. The
issues of

accountability, airstrikes and armed attacks on civilians by the brutal junta, provision of
humanitarian aid, and the imposition of an arms embargo and targeted sanctions were
covered. The UNSE’s proposed engagement on the issue of Women Peace and Security
(WPS) and humanitarian aid were further discussed. In particular, the representatives raised
the concern that the issue of WPS and humanitarian aid would be instrumentalized by the
illegal junta for its own political gain.

The Myanmar CSO representatives expressed concerns regarding the UNSE’s upcoming trip
to Myanmar and urged Her Excellency to ensure that the trip will not be manipulated and
leveraged by the Myanmar junta to gain political legitimacy. The representatives cautioned
the UNSE of the real dangers of the junta showcasing the visit to demonstrate their
recognition and acceptance by the UN and the international community, further
emboldening them to continue their terror campaign, committing war crimes and crimes
against humanity.

According to a press briefing by the Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom to
the UN who was responding to a question regarding a possible meeting on Myanmar at the
UN Security Council this month, the UNSE on Myanmar is slated for a visit to Myanmar in
later April.

No dates have been publicly confirmed and no official announcement has been made by the
Special Envoy’s office.

The United Kingdom, as the president of the UN Security Council for the month of April,

has Stated that a meeting on the situation in Myanmar is scheduled at the “end of the
month” where it

hopes to hear from the ASEAN Special Envoy and the UNSE. CSOs have been calling for an
open briefing by the UN Security Council, as well as for Myanmar civil society to brief the
Council. Representatives called on the Special Envoy to support and amplify their call for the
open briefing by the UN Security Council.
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Representatives also reiterated concerns expressed in the previous meeting on how the UN
Special Envoy’s mandate has been historically ineffectual and once again urged the mandate
to be transformed and updated to focus on accountability and Transitional Justice, to reflect
the current ground realities, and that is focused on the needs of the people of Myanmar.

In response to the proposed Consultative Meeting by the ASEAN Special Envoy to address
the humanitarian crisis in Myanmar, the representatives posed questions to the UNSE on
what steps were being taken to ensure an inclusive consultative meeting, in line with
ASEAN'’s Five Point Consensus which calls for “constructive dialogue among all parties
concerned”, particularly the participation of the National Unity Government, Ethnic
Revolutionary Organizations and local civil society. The representatives questioned how this
inclusiveness would be ensured and what steps will be taken by the UNSE if such
consultation fails to be inclusive.

Representatives also added that to resolve the humanitarian crisis, the international
community must be unequivocal about the military’s role in creating the crisis, its ongoing
blockage of humanitarian aid and attacks on humanitarian actors, and the need for the
international community to halt the military’s violence. It is noted that blocking
humanitarian aid and attacking humanitarian actors are war crimes.

On the UN-ASEAN WPS platform, which the UN Special Envoy is co-chairing with the Foreign
Minister of Indonesia, the representatives stressed that while such dedicated space for
women and girls is critically important given the widespread and systematic use of rape and
sexual violence in conflict by the Myanmar military, it is of grave concern that the space
could be instrumentalized by the junta to gain political legitimacy. The representatives
stressed the need to prevent such hijacking of the WPS agenda and called on the UNSE to
immediately hold consultations with women human rights defenders and women’s rights
organizations from Myanmar. The UN Security Council Resolutions on Women, Peace and
Security confirm the fundamental right of affected women to be included and heard at

such platforms.

The groups also expressed their concern that while the international community’s attention

and action has concentrated on crimes committed by the Russian regime against the people
of Ukraine, discussions on and efforts to address accountability for crimes committed by the
military in Myanmar have stalled and questioned what mechanisms can be proposed to hold
the Myanmar military accountable for their grave crimes.

Representatives also highlighted the intensification of airstrikes against civilians, not only in
Karen and Karenni States but across central Myanmar in Sagaing and Magway Regions as
well as in western part of Myanmar in Chin State. The daily and nightly attacks by the
military have targeted villages and internally displaced persons (IDP) camps. In Karenni State
alone, the airstrikes, coupled with indiscriminate shelling by the junta’s troops, has killed
250 people since the attempted coup. The representatives proposed these urgent issues
and reiterated calls made by the Myanmar people to impose a no-fly zone, sanction aviation
fuel, and establish safe zones for IDPs to be discussed at the Consultative Meeting

on humanitarian crisis.
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In relation to the ongoing violence across Myanmar, the representatives also raised the
issue of the Lack of implementation of recommendations made by the UN Independent
International Fact-Finding Mission. These include for the UN Security Council to impose
targeted financial sanctions against the military, military-owned companies and their
subsidiaries, and to impose a comprehensive arms embargo in response to the genocide
committed against Rohingya and crimes against humanity and war crimes committed in
Kachin and Shan States. Similar patterns of grave crimes have only intensified and have
become nationwide since the 1 February 2021 failed coup. Highlighting that continuing flow
of arms to the military and their many sources of revenue, including from international
businesses such as oil and gas, allows the military to continue to carry out its war crimes and
crimes against humanity, the representatives urged a strong global action, beyond non-
binding statements, to implement the Fact-Finding Mission’s recommendations.

In relation to humanitarian aid provision, the representatives urged the UNSE to push for
the provision of aid to reach to people in need, particularly through cross-border channels
by local humanitarian and CSOs. The representatives stressed that for decades local
organizations along the border of Myanmar have played a key role in provision of
humanitarian aid and that such locally designed modes of humanitarian aid provision must
be supported and scaled up, and a safe environment ensured to carry out their work.

In addition, the representatives once again urged the UN Special Envoy to develop
modalities for robust engagement with Myanmar civil society and to this end, the groups
called for a follow-up meeting to discuss this matter. Finally, representatives expressed their
commitment to continue to engage with the Special Envoy in the pursuit of civilian
protection, justice and accountability, and democracy.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/csos-meet-un-envoy-concerned-about-her-upcoming-
trip-myanmar

ASEAN’s Myanmar Peace Plan Condemned for No Significant Progress
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 April 2022

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) peace plan for Myanmar has proved a
failure after 12 months of no significant progress, and has become a pretext for the
international community to delay real action under the guise of waiting for ASEAN
leadership, said a group of former United Nations (UN) experts on Myanmar and a human
rights organization.

ASEAN’s peace plan, known as the Five-Point Consensus, was agreed by ASEAN leaders and
Myanmar junta chief Min Aung Hlaing on 24 April 2021. The plan calls, among other things,
for an immediate cessation of violence [against civilians by the regime] and constructive
dialogue between all stakeholders. The agreement was reached two months after the coup,
and following the junta’s subsequent brutal crackdowns on anti-regime protesters.
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The Five-Point Consensus was hailed by the international community, including the UN and
United States, as a rare example of ASEAN taking a leading role in solving the problems of
one of its member states. One year on, though, the military regime has failed to honor the
agreement. The number of civilians killed by the junta rose to over 1,700 this month, while
more than 300,000 people in anti-regime strongholds in the country’s west and northwest
have been displaced by the Myanmar military’s air and artillery strikes, raids and the
burning of villages, according to the UN.

Given this reality, all ASEAN has been able to do is ban Min Aung Hlaing from its

meetings. And western countries have dragged their feet on taking any tangible action
against the junta, while cozying up to ASEAN for its initiatives on Myanmar. Western
sanctions have proved ineffective, too, thanks to the regime’s close ties to China and Russia.

Last Friday, the Special Advisory Council for Myanmar (SAC-M), a human rights group made
up of former United Nations (UN) experts on Myanmar, said that ASEAN needs to change its
approach to dealing with the junta, as it has failed to honor a single point of the Five-Point
Consensus.

“The agreement has failed and a change of course from ASEAN is needed,” said SAC-M’s
Marzuki Darusman, a former chair of the UN Independent International Fact-Finding
Mission on Myanmar.

Human Rights Watch (HRW) said that ASEAN has failed to fulfill its pledges or take
meaningful steps toward pressing the regime to end its human rights violations.

“Myanmar’s junta has spent the past year committing atrocities in utter disregard for its
commitments to ASEAN,” said Elaine Pearson, acting Asia Director at HRW.

The rights group said that the Five-Point Consensus has become a pretext for governments
such as the United Kingdom, United States, Australia, and European Union member
countries to delay real action under the guise of waiting for ASEAN to show leadership.

“The junta has exploited the international community’s deference to the regional bloc,
which has a long record of neglecting its responsibility to protect the people of Southeast
Asia under its principles of non-interference and consensus,” said HRW.

SAC-M’s Yanghee Lee, a former UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in
Myanmar, said that ASEAN’s peace plan has failed because ASEAN engaged with the wrong
party, referring to the bloc’s engagement with the regime instead of Myanmar’s shadow
National Unity Government (NUG). The NUG was formed in the wake of the coup by elected
lawmakers from the ousted National League for Democracy government and its ethnic allies
to challenge the regime’s legitimacy at home and abroad. The majority of Myanmar people
regard the NUG as their legitimate government and many western countries support it,
despite their reluctance to treat it as an official administration.

“The NUG represents Myanmar and is the proper party to lead engagement with ASEAN.
The NUG has demonstrated that it is the constructive partner that ASEAN needs to make
any progress towards resolving the crisis,” said Yanghee Lee.
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SAC-M is calling on the UN Security Council to take responsibility for international action in
response to the growing crisis in Myanmar, as ASEAN and its Five-Point Consensus has
failed. “The Security Council cannot continue to ignore the cries of the people of Myanmar
for international action to end the military’s violence,” said SAC-M.

HRW’s Elaine Pearson said that governments around the world have stalled on taking action
on Myanmar for a year by standing behind ASEAN’s hollow words — and have nothing to
show for it.

“They need to adopt strong measures to deter further atrocities and hold the military
accountable, not a flimsy consensus that’s proven its futility,” she said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/aseans-myanmar-peace-plan-condemned-for-
no-significant-progress.html

ASEAN’s Peace Efforts Dead in the Water
By BO KYI | 25 April 2022

Burma’s decline into failed state status began on February 1, 2021. Amid overwhelming
public opposition to the coup d’état, the military resorted to indiscriminate violence and
terror. The deteriorating situation got so bad, with international pressure and media
reports, that the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) was forced to call an
urgent meeting with the regime’s leader, Min Aung Hlaing, in Jakarta on April 24.

The escalating deaths in the crackdowns leading up to the meeting made the junta directly
refute the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP)’s internationally recognized
fatality statistics as “fake and hoax news” in an absurd leaked 118-page briefing to
diplomats.

Burma’s democratic representatives in exile were not invited and a five-point consensus was
a “tentative starting point” which ignored the detention of thousands of political prisoners.
ASEAN’s focus on returning the country to a 2008 Constitution “status-quo” meant the five-
point consensus did not reflect the people’s wishes.

The people are not resisting a brutal regime to restore an undemocratic constitution. The
younger generation is fighting the regime for a truly federal, democratic charter formulated
by the National Unity Consultative Council (NUCC).

Last year, Marzuki Darusman of the pressure group Special Advisory Council for Myanmar
said: “The consensus must be followed by swift action.”

But a year later, the five-point consensus is dead in the water.

Following that ASEAN meeting, the junta has murdered at least 1,007 people, including 89
children. It is increasingly detaining relatives and friends of activists as hostages, with 282
seized since the meeting.

Page 16 of 89


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/aseans-myanmar-peace-plan-condemned-for-no-significant-progress.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/aseans-myanmar-peace-plan-condemned-for-no-significant-progress.html
https://specialadvisorycouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/SAC-M-PR-ALM-Consensus-ENGLISH.pdf

It did not take long for the junta to break the first point on the “immediate cessation of
violence”. On the day of the Jakarta meeting, 56-year-old Hinn Oo from Naypyidaw was
killed by the junta during a motorbike demonstration in Pyinmana Township.

The AAPP’s documentation of the killings and detentions are recognized as the credible
figure, even though we maintain the actual number will be much higher because of our
strict verification criteria and there are plenty of other human rights violations.

Entire villages are being burned and destroyed whilst humanitarian aid is used as a weapon
of collective punishment by the military. Aid workers are attacked across the country. In
Kayah State, at least 37 people, including two international aid workers, were massacred on
December 24, 2021, in Hpruso, and their bodies found burned to ash.

On April 3, junta troops forced a World Food Program delivery for displaced people in
Magwe Region to return. The junta does not “provide humanitarian assistance” under the
fourth part of ASEAN’s consensus as it benefits a civilian population overwhelmingly
resistant to military rule.

ASEAN was founded to promote economic and security integration. It needs to understand
military-sponsored terrorism will have profound implications for the region. All our
neighbors want stability. The military and its aligned militias will scramble to crush
resistance whatever the cost.

No ASEAN envoy has had success with the third or fifth points to “facilitate mediation” and
“meet with all parties”. Brunei’s envoy, Erywan Yusof, could not even visit the country.
Cambodia is the current chair of ASEAN but is beholden to China. Our unneighborly
superpower hedged its bets with the National League for Democracy before the coup but
has since pressured Cambodia to engage with the junta and ignore the people’s wishes.

Beijing must see the National Unity Government (NUG) as the viable and authentic
stakeholders if it really wants stability.

Two key stakeholders, State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and President U Win Myint,
remain detained in secret locations in Naypyidaw, facing kangaroo courts. Burma has
representatives from the NUG, NUCC and Committee Representing the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
not in torturous prisons and available for talks.

However, on Armed Forces Day this year, Min Aung Hlaing pledged to “annihilate to the
end” resistance to the military junta. He meant Burma’s democratic representatives who he
labeled as “terrorist organizations” on May 8, 2021. Hardly the “constructive dialogue
among all parties” envisioned in the second point of ASEAN’S consensus.

The world can see the junta’s State Administrative Council is committing crimes against
humanity and war crimes. Just recently, the United States formally determined Burma’s
military committed genocide against the Rohingya people.

This authoritarian organization cannot create stability because it causes the disorder. We
need democratic allies to push ASEAN to revisit the five-point consensus as it is plainly going
nowhere as it is.
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Bo Kyi is a former political prisoner and current joint secretary of the Assistance Association
of Political Prisoners Burma.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/aseans-peace-efforts-dead-in-the-
water.html

Junta chief’s proposed peace dialogue fails to impress critics

DMG Newsroom | 23 April 2022

Junta chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing

Political observers have said the Myanmar junta
leader’s recent proposal for face-to-face peace talks
with the country’s established ethnic armed groups
rings hollow.

On Friday, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing invited the
leaders of ethnic armed organisations (EAOs) for
dialogue amid near-daily clashes between junta troops and resistance groups collectively
known as the People’s Defence Force (PDF), which operates as the armed wing of the anti-
regime National Unity Government.

Political analyst U Than Soe Naing said Min Aung Hlaing’s peace talks offer was made
because the regime does not want to be at war with EAOs while it is under increasing
attacks from PDF groups.

“In the mainland, PDF and regime troops are clashing almost everywhere. Under such
circumstances, the peace talks to be organised by Min Aung Hlaing are just a sham, and will
not bear any fruit of peace in reality,” said U Than Soe Naing.

Min Aung Hlaing has called for dialogue out of fear that EAOs might cooperate with the
NUG, said U Than Soe Naing. Only the less powerful EAOs are likely to attend the proposed
peace talks, he added.

In a televised address that aired Friday, the junta chief said he had designated 2022 as “the
year of peace.”

“We all will join hands together in holding talks honestly and transparently to enable all
ethnic people to enjoy the essence of peace and development,” he added, according to an
English-language translation of the speech published in state media.

“1 will meet all the groups personally. Then, members of the State Administration Council
will also hold talks. We will make further discussions if necessary,” said Min Aung Hlaing.

He urged the leaders and two members each from all EAOs to attend the dialogue, and
asked them to send a list of prospective attendees to Naypyidaw by May 9.
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Veteran Arakense politician U Pe Than was not impressed by the regime’s latest overture to
Myanmar’s EAOs.

“Numerous peace talks were held over the past 70 years, and there was no result. By
proposing peace talks, the regime has publicly revealed that it is weakening,” he said.

Some EAOs have welcomed the regime’s peace talks offer, however.

“We should welcome the invitation to peace talks,” said the vice chairperson of the Arakan
Liberation Party, Saw Mra Yarzar Lin. “Traditionally, the ALP holds internal meetings to
decide whether or not to attend meetings when invited. We will also hold an internal
meeting regarding the peace talk offer. It is likely that we will attend the meeting.”

DMG was unable to reach Arakan Army (AA) spokesman Khaing Thukha to ask whether or
not the armed group would attend a dialogue with the junta chief.

A source close to the United League of Arakan, the political wing of the Arakan Army, said: “I
still don’t know how the AA will respond to the regime’s offer for peace talks, because our
group can’t make a decision alone. | think we will have to discuss with the FPNCC [Federal
Political Negotiation and Consultative Committee] and the Three Brotherhood Alliance.”

https://www.dmediag.com/news/4345-jcpp

Ethnic Armed Groups Reject Myanmar Junta Chief’s Peace Talks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 April 2022

Myanmar’s junta leader Min Aung Hlaing has invited the leaders of ethnic armed
organizations (EAOs) for talks to end armed conflict in the country. Observers said only a
few EAOs would attend.

In his televised address on the junta’s mouthpiece Myawady TV on Friday, Min Aung Hlaing
proposed face-to-face talks with EAO leaders.

However, the invitation for peace talks excludes the country’s shadow National Unity
Government (NUG) and its armed wing, the people’s defense forces (PDFs), as Min Aung
Hlaing has previously refused to talk to either group. On Armed Forces Day last month, he
vowed that the regime would crush the PDFs.

The Karenni National Progressive Party (KNPP), which is engaged in heavy fighting with junta
troops in Kayah State, rejected the invitation.

KNPP secretary Khu Daniel said: “It is very likely that we will not join the talks. The
population is revolting against the junta. We have nothing to discuss after it has committed
many arbitrary killings. There are clashes every day in Kayah State.”

Padoh Saw Taw Nee, the Karen National Union’s (KNU) head of foreign affairs, said the
regime must first withdraw its troops from Karen State and leave Myanmar’s politics before
the KNU will hold talks.
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“There must also be justice. We called for transitional justice in previous talks that we
attended. The military didn’t accept it then. But this time, there must be transitional justice.
We can’t just forget that they killed so many. We must ensure justice and truth,” said Padoh
Saw Taw Nee.

Colonel Naw Bu, spokesman for the Kachin Independence Army (KIA), which is also fighting
the regime, said the central executive committee of the KIA’s political wing, the Kachin
Independence Organization, has not decided whether to attend peace talks, but he said
dialogue with the regime was pointless.

“They have held talks with the EAOs for more than 70 years and there were never good
results. And there won’t be good results this time too,” he said.

The KIA has not attended talks with the regime since the 2021 coup and senior KIA figures
have delivered addresses at the events organized by the NUG.

Vice-chairman of the Chin National Front (CNF) Salai Lian Hmung Sakhong said the group
condemns the regime and would not attend talks.

“We will consider attending talks if Min Aung Hlaing and his regime admit it was wrong to
have staged a coup and that they will honor the 2020 general election results and transfer
power to the winning party and that they want us to help with the transfer of power. But
even if they say so, will they keep their promise?” Salai Lian Hmung Sakhong said.

“They must admit that they were wrong to kill civilians and destroy property and that they
want to compensate. But if they want to bluff to maintain their grip on power, the ethnic
armed revolutionary organizations and international community will not accept them,” he
added.

Any individual and organization that attends the peace talks will go down as national villains
along with the regime, Salai Lian Hmung Sakhong said.

“The National Ceasefire Agreement was signed between the government and EAOs and not
between the military and EAOs. Min Aung Hlaing does not have the authority to implement
a peace process. He has unlawfully seized power. He has seized power from the people and
he has also seized peace,” he added.

By proposing talks with the EAOs the regime is buying time to crush the PDFs, said
observers.

An analyst said: “It is unlikely that EAO leaders will accept his invitation and join the talks.
The regime is under growing military pressures and if it does not have to fight the EAOs, it
will halve its military pressures.

“But the problem is the EAOs and PDFs are not operating separately in Kachin, Chin, Karen,
Karenni [Kayah] and Shan states. The regime is wrong to think of the EAOs and PDFs as
separate forces. Its offer of talks is unlikely to succeed.”

Some members of the Peace Process Steering Committee, whose leaders recently received
honorary titles from the regime, are likely to join the talks, said analysts.

Page 20 of 89



Colonel Khun Okkar, the patron of the Pa-O National Liberation Organization (PNLO), said
the group’s committee will meet on Monday to discuss whether to meet the junta boss.

By inviting EAOs for dialogue, the junta chief has admitted that he is losing, said Bo Nagar,
the leader of the Myanmar Royal Dragon Army resistance group in Pale Township, Sagaing
Region.

“He has publicly admitted he is being defeated. He excluded PDFs from talks because he
previously called for their annihilation. His statement means his defeat will come soon,” he
said.

He urged EAOs to reject the junta chief’s invitation and to continue fighting until the junta is
defeated and all ethnic groups can enjoy political equality.

“Then we will know it was worth taking up arms in the revolution,” said Bo Nagar.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/ethnic-armed-groups-reject-myanmar-junta-
chiefs-peace-talks.html

Mon Unity Party to Attend UPDIC Political Parties Group Selection
monnews |24 April 2022

The Mon Unity Party (MUP) will attend the Union Peace Dialogue Joint Committee (UPDJC)
group selection, according to Nai Ta La Nyi, MUP Vice-Chair (1).

The UPDJC is a coalition of 92 political parties, with
16 standing committee members and 16 sub-
committee members.

The MUP Vice-Chair added that the provisional
UPDIJC has invited all political parties, and that
selection should not be restricted.

“It is my understanding they are inviting
representatives from the previously formed UPDJC group. All political parties are invited.
They are planning to vote for a party in the form of a single vote. But our party’s view is
that this choice should not be restricted in this way. Our party believes that political
parties should first have a meeting and decide on the format. In addition, the proportion
of ethnic parties and other powerful parties in the UPDJC should be negotiated,” said Nai
Ta La Nyi.

The UPDJC will be elected on April 27 and most political parties will attend the selection.

Nai Ta La Nyi said there isa common goal for this political dialogue, but whether it succeeds
or not depends on everyone involved.

The Arakan National Party (ANP) has also asked to attend the UPDJC election, said ANP Chair
U Thar Tun Hla.
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“I cannot say for sure at this time whether we will attend or not but if we attend | have to
go. I do not know for sure that the party will give me a chance to attend or not because |
am currently traveling,” said U Thar Tun Hla.

It was good that a group of political parties were working for peace because they wanted
peace, according to Mann Aung Pyi Soe, chairman of the Karen National Democratic Party
(KNDP).

“A group of political parties is working to bring peace to the peace process. The aim is to
achieve peace. In the past, we were members of the UPDJC faction. Otherwise, |
understand that this year, which Min Aung Hlaing has designated this year as the Year of
Peace, is planned to be implemented as much as possible,” he added.

However, it is not possible to work with a single group of political parties. There should also
be ethnic armed groups, the Tatmadaw and government groups, according to Mann Aung
Pyae Soe.

Nai Ta La Nyi said that the current political situation in Myanmar is at a critical juncture and
needs to involve all stakeholders in overcoming this curve.

The UPDJC will be made up of 16 representatives from the government, parliament and the
Tatmadaw, 16 from the NCA-affiliated armed groups and 16 from the political parties.

https://monnews.org/2022/04/24/mon-unity-party-to-attend-updjc-political-parties-group-

selection/

Fighting in Lay Kay Kaw expected to intensify after junta soldier killed in fresh clash

The military has moved ‘massive reinforcements’ into the area, according to a member of
the resistance

Myanmar Now | Published on Apr 23, 2022

KNLA troops are seen at an undisclosed location in April
(Karen National Union/ Facebook)

Fighting with the junta’s forces in the Karen State town
of Lay Kay Kaw is expected to intensify in the coming
days, a resistance group has said.

A spokesperson for the Cobra Column said that the
Myanmar military has been building up reinforcements
in the area, including tanks, and that violence was expected to escalate after a clash on
Thursday evening in the nearby village of Hpa Lu.

A soldier from the junta’s Light Infantry Division 44 was killed in the clash, which started at
around 6:30pm, while three others were injured, he added.
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“It can be seen from the fact that the enemy has been sending massive reinforcements that
the battles will become more serious in the next few days,” said the spokesperson.

Junta soldiers stationed at a base in Swetaw Kone fired artillery shells at the site of
Thursday's clash from 7pm to 11pm, slightly injuring two Cobra Column fighters, he added.

Early this month resistance fighters killed dozens of junta troops during fighting in Lay Kay
Kaw, which is in territory claimed by the Karen National Union (KNU). Cobra Column is
fighting alongside the KNU’s armed wing in the town.

Almost 500 of the regime’s soldiers have been killed and another 300 injured in clashes
across Karen since March, according to the KNU.

g There have also been a number of recent defections from the military in
// /s the area, including three lieutenant colonels who are the highest ranking
w Eﬁ;‘ soldiers to desert their posts since last year’s coup.

3
MYANMAR &
(7

Fighting first broke out in Lay Kay Kaw, which was once seen as a haven
for anti-coup activists, after junta soldiers arrested several people during
raids there in December.

The town was built in 2015 after the KNU signed a ceasefire with the
military, and was meant to be a monument to newfound peace in the
region.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/fighting-in-lay-kay-kaw-expected-to-intensify-
after-junta-soldier-killed-in-fresh-clash

Fighting may intensify in Tanintharyi Region due to military buildup, KNLA warns
DMG |24 April 2022

Some vehicles are seen after a clash broke out
along the Myeik-Dawei road on the morning of
April 20.

Brigade 4 of the Karen National Liberation Army
(KNLA), the armed wing of the Karen National
Union (KNU), has warned that fighting may
continue as the Myanmar military has sent
reinforcements to five townships in southeastern
Myanmar’s Tanintharyi Region, according to a KNU source.

Fighting between KNLA coalition forces and the Myanmar military is likely to intensify in
Tanintharyi Region’s Myeik, Tanintharyi, Dawei, Thayetchaung and Palaw townships,
according to an official from KNLA Brigade 4.

“The Myanmar military has recently increased its military presence in five townships in
Tanintharyi Region to launch attacks on the anti-regime forces,” the KNLA source added.
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“Under such circumstances, fighting between junta troops and anti-coup resistance groups
may intensify in Tanintharyi Region.”

As a result of the regime’s troop buildup, inspections were stepped up along the Myeik-
Dawei-Palaw road, and clashes broke out between the Myanmar military and KNLA coalition
forces in nearby villages in the second week of April, according to locals.

“Fighting between the local People’s Defence Force, KNU and the Myanmar military has
been going on for more than six months in Myeik and Dawei districts,” said an aid worker
helping internally displaced people (IDPs). “Now the Myanmar military has deployed more
troops to Tanintharyi Region and tightened checks on civilians along the roads. Locals need
to be careful as more fighting is imminent.”

Fighting broke out in Tanintharyi Region after the military coup on February 1, 2021, forcing
about 10,000 locals to flee to nearby forests, according to relief groups.

https://www.dmediag.com/news/4344-fmii

Karen forces fire shots at two bases in southeast Myanmar after junta soldiers ignore
order to leave

The KNU said it issued the ultimatum to prevent junta troops killing and abusing civilians in
the area

Myanmar Now | Published on Apr 25, 2022

KNLA troops are seen at an undisclosed location in
April (KNU)

Soldiers from the Karen National Union’s (KNU)
armed wing fired guns at two junta bases in Mon
State on Saturday after the Myanmar military
ignored a warning from the rebel group to leave the
area.

The Karen National Defence Organisation (KNDO) on Wednesday gave junta troops at the
bases in Bilin Township three days to either vacate the area or contact the KNU to
surrender.

“We heard that the military did not respond to the order at all, so we are going to take
further military action,” said Padoh Saw Soe Myint, chair of the KNU’s Brigade 1. Junta
soldiers fired shots from their positions at random after Saturday’s attack. Padoh Saw Soe
Myint said he was unclear if there were any casualties from the clash.

The KNU said it issued the ultimatum to prevent the roughly 80 junta troops committing
human rights abuses against civilians in and around Lay Kay and Win Tar Pan, the two
villages where the bases are located.
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The bases are located in Lay Kay and Win Tar Pan
villages in Mon State’s Bilin Township (Myanmar
Now)

% Lay Kay and Win Tar Pan are about eight miles from
|~ one another and sit amid forests near Mon'’s border
~ with Karen State.

( Several junta aircraft were seen flying above the
two villages after the KNU issued its warning, Padoh
Saw Soe Myint said. “The only thing we can say for
now is that the situation is very tense,” he added.

The KNU said on Sunday that a 14-year-old girl and a 66-year-old woman were injured in
Bilin’s Daw Zan Gyi village after the junta-backed Border Guard Force fired artillery shells.

In late March the KNU seized the Maw Khee base in Myawaddy from the junta. Junta
forces reclaimed the base in early April, but only after suffering heavy casualties during its
offensive.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/karen-forces-fire-shots-at-two-bases-in-
southeast-myanmar-after-junta-soldiers-ignore-order-to

Explosion hits checkpoint at Myanmar’s border with Thailand
Gunfire was heard in the town after the blast. It is unclear if there were any casualties

Myanmar Now | Published on Apr 25, 2022

The bomb went off at a checkpoint at the Thai-
Myanmar Friendship Bridge in Myawaddy (Supplied)

A large explosion believed to be a from car bomb
struck an immigration checkpoint at Myanmar’s
border with Thailand in Karen State’s Myawaddy
Township on Saturday evening, locals told Myanmar
Now.

Photos shared on social media showed the remains of the checkpoint structure, a burned
out saloon car, and a four-storey building that had been gutted by fire following the blast at
the foot of the Thai-Myanmar Friendship Bridge.

The bomb went off at about 11pm, said a local man who is a member of a volunteer rescue
team and did not want to be named.

“The explosion was so loud that everyone in the town heard it,” he said. “Shortly after the
explosion, we also heard gunshots. The locals won’t dare to leave their houses, let alone
investigate the matter.”
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Some residents have left the town in fear of being targeted by junta forces in the wake of
the explosion, he said.

It appears anti-junta forces were behind the blast but it is unclear if there were any
casualties, he added. No one has claimed responsibility for the attack.

“The extent of damage was quite big but we still don’t know about the casualties as they’re
not letting anyone get close to the bridge. That area is now heavily guarded,” he added.

The junta has not commented on the attack.

The burned remains of a car were photographed
after the explosion (Supplied)

Myawaddy Township has seen intense fighting in
recent weeks between resistance fighters and the
junta’s forces, with the town of Lay Kay Kaw
suffering the worst of the violence.

Earlier this month junta forces suffered heavy
casualties while retaking control of a base in
Myawaddy that had been seized by Karen National Union soldiers in late March.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/explosion-hits-checkpoint-at-myanmars-border-
with-thailand
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