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NUG Defense Minister: People’s Administrations can be established in PDF controlled
territories

By Mizzima |

The National Unity Government (NUG) Defense Minister Yee
Mon said that Interim People’s Administrations can be set up
in regions which are overseen by People Defense Forces
(PDFs), in a 6 April NUG report.

“Currently, People Defense Forces (PDFs) have been able to
govern plenty of territories in the countryside, and an Interim
People’s Administration body has been established,” he said.

The report does not say where such administrations could be
set up, but local PDFs have been assisting internally displaced people, running interim
educational programs, and carrying out public health programs in Sagaing and Magway
Regions.

“To some extent, the territorial dominance has been in readiness, though it does not mean
that the territory is free. The interim education program has begun in the Myaung area,”
said an official of Myaung Women’s Guerrilla Group.

Interim People’s Administrations have been formed in territories controlled by PDF forces
since the declaration of the civilian-led revolution against the military junta on 7 September
2021. Additionally, people's defense forces have been operating a guerilla attack strategy to
attack the military junta in Yangon, Mandalay and Nay Pyi Taw, according to the NUG’s
Defense Minister.

PDFs have been organized without foreign aid and are completely supported by public
funds. The PDFs are not always adequately armed, but the NUG Ministry of Defense has
promised that at some time the PDFs will be supplied with sufficient weapons.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/nug-defense-minister-peoples-administrations-can-be-
established-pdf-controlled-territories

NUG criticizes China for holding talks with Myanmar Military Council

By Mizzima |

Photo: NUG

The National Unity Government (NUG) has issued a
statement condemning the Chinese government for
dealing with and recognising Myanmar’s Military Council
government.

The NUG criticised a 28 March press release by the
Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs that highlighted an invitation to visit China on 1 April
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given to the Military Council member Wunna Maung Lwin, who the Chinese referred to as
the Myanmar Minister of Foreign Affairs.

The NUG object to Wunna Maung Lwin being referred to as the Minister of Foreign Affairs.
In a statement the NUG said: “The National Unity Government (NUG) of Myanmar
condemns in the strongest possible terms the use of the title "Minister of Foreign Affairs" by
Wunna Maung Lwin, who is an agent of the illegitimate military council formed by the
Commander-in-Chief of the Myanmar Armed Forces following a military Coup perpetrated
on February 1, 2021.

“The NUG further observes that any such invitations to Wunna Maung Lwin or other agents
of the illegitimate military council to represent Myanmar in any capacity are seen by the
Myanmar people as deeply disrespectful and offensive.”

Wunna Maung Lwin met Wang Yi, the State Councilor and Foreign Minister of the People's
Republic of China, in Tunxi, Anhui Province on 1 April.

In a statement, Wang Yi said: “China is ready to work with Myanmar to implement the
outcomes of President Xi Jinping's historic visit to Myanmar, forge the four pillars of political
mutual trust, mutually beneficial cooperation, people-to-people bonds and mutual learning
in culture and people-to-people exchanges...so as to achieve the goal of building a China
Myanmar community with a shared future".

The NUG pointed out that on 17 January 2021 President Xi Jinping of the People's Republic
of China paid a courtesy visit to Myanmar at the invitation of Aung San Suu Kyi and her
democratically elected National League for Democracy (NLD) government. At that meeting
both governments agreed to deepen cooperation towards building a China-Myanmar
community with a shared future.

In its statement the NUG said that it remains committed to this goal and that any “effort to
build a "Community of Shared Future" with an illegitimate and genocidal regime risks
serious damage to the international reputation of the People's Republic of China. Equally
important, the people of Myanmar will soundly reject any efforts by foreign governments to
establish such a partnership with the illegitimate military regime.”

It added: “there is no way for the Myanmar people to participate in any such cooperation
when they are suffering under the military's ongoing reign of terror being perpetrated
across the country.”

Talking of developing people to people relations between the two countries the NUG said:
“The best way for China to advance people to people relations is to immediately compel the
military junta to stop

all violence, restore civilian governance, and to work with the NUG and Myanmar's diverse
ethnic nationalities groups to deliver humanitarian assistance to end the suffering of the
Myanmar people. Such a move would help China and Myanmar secure a strong and robust
community of shared future.”

Page 3 of 41



The statement ended by stressing that “reconciliation is impossible until the military ceases
and is held accountable for its war crimes”, but once that is achieved “the NUG welcomes
cooperation with China towards deepening the country's democratic transition.”

https://www.mizzima.com/article/nug-criticizes-china-holding-talks-myanmar-military-
council

Myanmar Regime Jails Women Over Alleged Donations
By THE IRRAWADDY 7 April 2022

Myanmar’s regime has handed long prison sentences to seven women for allegedly
donating cash to displaced people and people’s defense forces (PDF).

The women, who allegedly donated money via the mobile wallet platform KBZ Pay to PDFs
which are fighting the regime and civilians displaced by the fighting, were charged with
funding terrorism under the Counter-Terrorism Law.

Daw Hsan Hsan Su, 30, a striking teacher from Kanbalu Township in Sagaing Region was
sentenced to 10 years in prison on March 31.

On the same day, three women, aged 28, 35 and 40, from Thandwe in Rakhine State were
given 10-year sentences.

On March 29, Ma Hsaung Hnin Phyu, 19, from Yebyu Township in Tanintharyi Region was
also given 10 years with labor for allegedly donating 13,500 kyats (USS7) to a resistance

group.

Two university students, who are around 20, from Dawei in Tanintharyi Region were given
seven years in prison with labor for donating 5,000 kyats (S3) each to displaced people,
according to the Dawei Political Prisoners’ Network.

A group spokesman said: “The regime has responded by giving long prison sentences no
matter how small the donation. Anti-regime protesters were not given such long sentences.
The regime is trying to intimidate people who are financially supporting its opponents.”

In the aftermath of last year’s coup, the regime mostly used incitement charges under
Article 505(a) of the Penal Code, which carries up to two years in prison, on its opponents.
But since June 30 last year, the regime has mostly used Article 50(j) of the Counter-
Terrorism Law, said lawyer U Khin Maung Myint.

The regime declared the parallel civilian National Unity Government (NUG), its
parliamentary body CRPH and PDF armed wings to be terrorist organizations.

“The regime has lately used provisions that carry up to 10 years in prison to life sentences. It
has been increasingly applying the Counter-Terrorism Law. It has prosecuted people on
suspicion that they have contacted or funded the PDFs, CRPH, NUG and the ethnic armed
organizations fighting the regime,” said U Khin Maung Myint.
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The arrests were reportedly made with tipoffs from junta informants. People are charged
with funding PDFs if they cannot satisfactorily explain their mobile transfers. The alleged
donors’ homes, offices, cars and motorbikes were also confiscated by the regime.

Nearly 200 people have been prosecuted for allegedly funding the outlawed organizations,
according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-jails-women-over-alleged-
donations.html

Myanmar Regime Forces Torch Village in Chin State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 7 April 2022

Junta soldiers tasked with providing security for a junta convoy advancing to Chin State’s
Matupi torched a hillside village in the town at noon on Wednesday.

The village of Ram Tein near the Mindat-Matupi road was torched by junta troops from the
military convoy and their colleagues from Matupi-based Battalion 304 who came down to
provide security for the junta convoy, a Chinland Defense Force (CDF) leader told The
Irrawaddy.

“There was no clash today. The junta convoy arrived in Ram Tein today. They have
combined with Matupi-based troops who came down to escort them. They were torching
Ram Tein Village in the afternoon, and the whole village is now on fire,” the CDF leader told
The Irrawaddy on Wednesday.

The village is home to some 300 Chin people.

One Matupi resident said: “We heard about the fire in Ram Tein. We haven’t been able to
leave the town for a long time. Even if we want to travel for health reasons, we have to seek
permission from the regime.”

The junta convoy containing more than 80 vehicles and two armored vehicles from Sagaing
arrived in Mindat on March 25. It proceeded to Matupi the following day, but it took them
12 days to reach Matupi due to ambushes by Mindat CDF along the 102-mile-long (164-km)
road.

Matupi CDF said they ambushed the junta convoy using mines on Tuesday once it crossed
the boundary of the town.

Residents of Ram Tein and neighboring villages have fled into the forests for fear of junta
raids. The junta convoy reportedly contains troops from Mindat-based Light Infantry
Battalion 274 and Division 11.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-forces-torch-village-in-chin-
state.html
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March Deadliest Month This Year for Myanmar Military Amid Fierce Fighting in Karen
By THE IRRAWADDY | 7 April 2022

March turned out to be the deadliest and most miserable month so far this year for
Myanmar junta troops, as more than 400 soldiers have been killed in more than 500 clashes
with ethnic Karen fighters in the country’s south.

The Karen National Union (KNU) said in a statement on Tuesday that fighting broke out
between its armed wings and regime troops every day last month in the areas it controls in
Karen State, adding that there were 510 clashes in total with 429 deaths. That means at
least 16 clashes and more than a dozen regime soldiers were killed every day in March.

The KNU is Myanmar’s oldest revolutionary group. Its armed wings are the Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA) and the Karen National Defence Organization (KNDO). Both reject
the regime and the coup it staged in February last year. Since then they have been fighting
alongside local civilian resistance groups who also oppose the junta.

The head of the KNU’s Foreign Affairs Department, Padoh Saw Taw Nee, said the clashes
happened in the Law Kay Kaw area, south of Hpa Lu, Kawkareik and other places under the
control of the KNU’s 6th Brigade in Karen State.

“Before, there were about 300, 400 clashes a month, but this has now risen to over 500. The
number of clashes and casualties are the highest so far [for the regime],” he said.

Numbers released by the KNU show there were 435 clashes in January with 399 regime
deaths, and 421 clashes in February with 399 regime deaths.

Given these numbers, the total death toll among junta troops now stands at 1,139 from
January to March this year. The Irrawaddy has not been able to independently verify the
number.

Padoh Saw Taw Nee said the KNU had been forced to defend itself from junta offensive
actions, adding that all seven of the KNU’s brigades have been involved in clashes.

On the KNLA and KNDO sides, 22 soldiers were killed and 35 injured in March, according to
the KNU, up from seven deaths in January and 16 in February.

Fighting between Myanmar junta troops and the KNU has intensified since the junta’s raid
on Lay Kay Kaw town in Karen State’s Myawaddy near the Thai border on Dec. 14. The
regime claimed that democracy activists and members of People’s Defense Force (PDF)
civilian resistance groups were hiding there.

The tension escalated in March when the regime responded to a KNU warning to withdraw
troops from Kawkareik by sending in reinforcements. Since late last month, the KNLA and
KNDO have urged people not to use the Asia Highway—a lifeline for border trade with
Thailand—in Karen State, as they would attack any regime troops using it.

The fighting between the regime and the KNU has left many people homeless, as the regime
has conducted punitive airstrikes and artillery attacks. By the end of March, more than
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100,000 civilians had been displaced by fighting in the areas it controls since the 2021 coup,
the KNU said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/march-deadliest-month-this-year-for-myanmar-
military-amid-fierce-fighting-in-karen.html

Myanmar military reclaims control of Maw Khee base seized by Karen forces

In trying to regain the post, the junta’s forces suffered significant casualties, according to
the KNU

Myanmar Now | Published on Apr 7, 2022

Weapons confiscated by Karen forces during the
March 21 raid on Maw Khee base (Supplied)

i On Wednesday evening, Myanmar army reclaimed
| the Maw Khee base from which they had fled

7 more than two weeks ago in Karen State’s
Myawaddy Township when attacked by ethnic
Karen forces, a spokesperson for the Karen
National Union (KNU) said.

Since the KNU’s armed wing, the Karen National Liberation Army, had seized the base on
March 21, the military had reportedly been attempting to regain control of the post,
resulting in large numbers of casualties.

: 7 KNU spokesperson Padoh Saw Taw Nee said that at least 20
N ; junta soldiers were killed in Wednesday’s battle alone. He did
= not comment on whether the KNLA had also suffered
casualties.

4 g*J\ . _ : Map of Myawaddy Township in Karen State
b
T

Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify the
number of deaths on either side.

It remains unclear whether the KNLA had occupied the Maw
Khee base after forcing the Myanmar military out of the site.

N The junta sent more than 200 troops towards Maw Khee from
the nearby town of Waw Lay on Tuesday, with further
reinforcements on standby, Karen State-based media outlet KIC reported, citing the KNLA.

The military also sent over 200 soldiers from Waw Lay on April 5 and more soldiers were
sent to Waw Lay, which is a Karen township closest to Mawkhee, according to the KIC, a
local news department, which cited the KNLA.
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The KNLA seized a number of weapons and ammunition during the March raid on Maw
Khee. Of the 28 junta soldiers from Infantry Battalion 32 and Light Infantry Battalion 555
who were stationed there, the KNLA initially reported that one was killed, one captured, and
the rest had fled.

On March 22, the KNLA reportedly also captured LIB 555’s commander—whose rank could
not be verified—as well as a corporal.

The military has released no information on the incident.

Waw Lay and Maw Khee are located in the KNLA’s Brigade 6 territory, known as Dooplaya
District. It is also 36 miles south of Lay Kay Kaw town, which was repeatedly attacked by
ground forces and junta airstrikes in December, displacing thousands of people.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-reclaims-control-of-maw-
khee-base-seized-by-karen-forces

SAC’s Permit Needed to Operate Pharmacies in Shan — Karenni Borders

By SHAN - April 7, 2022

The military government instructed that pharmacies operating along the Southern Shan
State and Karenni (Kayah State) border would first need to get a license from the military
officials in order to run the shops.

Phaikhun

According to a resident, only three pharmacy stores are
available in Phaikhun township, Southern Shan State,
and they are now operating with the permit from the
military government.

“Now only three pharmacy stores are available, | mean
the ones that are currently operating. All three of them
have got permit from the military government in order
to run the shop; however, we do not know about the terms of agreement,” a Phaikhun
resident told SHAN.

It is reported that pharmacy stores in Phaikhun township must report the inventory list to
the military officials, and some of the medicines were confiscated by them.

Additionally, apart from Phaikhun township, Moebye in Southern Shan State and Demoso in
Karenni State, where fights between the PDF and the Myanmar military junta intensified,
also need military officials permit to operate a pharmacy store.

A Phaikhun PDF expressed his view to SHAN that the restriction was meant to pressure the
civilians and to make sure that PDF members do not easily get access to the needed
medicines.
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“Because of the restriction, our comrades no longer go into the city to buy medicines now. If
we do, we are afraid that it would affect the civilians. | think the restriction is to make sure
that we do not have access to the necessary medicines and to control the civilians,” a
Phaikhun based PDF, an information and communication officer, told SHAN.

Even though the armed conflicts are cooling down on the border of Southern Shan and
Kareeni State, shortage of medicines and drugs are reported because of the military check
points and products confiscation.

However, the clashes are still reported in Demoso township, Karenni State and People
Defense Force (PDF) forces requested donations in order to fulfill the need of weaponry
reinforcement, and medicines for the injured comrades.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24834

Five Killed as Wa Army and RCSS Clash Over Territory in Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 7 April 2022

The United Wa State Army (UWSA) and the Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS)
reportedly clashed on Tuesday in Mong Hta in southern Shan State.

According to sources, UWSA region 171 forces and RCSS Battalion 201 troops clashed in
Mong Hta.

Both sides told The Irrawaddy the other group was responsible.

Liaison officer San Pi of the southern UWSA said the skirmish happened after 20 RCSS troops
intruded into Wa territory.

“They trespassed into our territory. We politely told them to withdraw. But they fired on
one of our reconnaissance scouts. There were more than 20 of them. We had an exchange
of fire and five of them were killed. We seized weapons, including M16s, M4s and machine
guns,” San Pi told The Irrawaddy on Wednesday.

The fighting only lasted minutes, after which RCSS troops retreated, he said.

“They intruded into our territory in February. We tolerated it that time. Tuesday’s incident
was their second intrusion. Clashes will happen if they return,” said San Pi.

Weapons allegedly seized from RCSS fighters in
Tuesday’s clash. / Nyi Rang

RCSS secretary Major Kham San said the clash happened
because UWSA troops attacked an RCSS hilltop outpost.

“Troops from UWSA’s 171 region attacked our outpost.
/ The clash lasted 10 to 15 minutes. They then withdrew.
e s N s 2 Tensions remain high,” he told The Irrawaddy on
Wednesday.

Page 9 of 41


https://english.shannews.org/archives/24834

The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.

In late January, the UWSA-run Wa State TV announced that no incursions would be
tolerated.

The UWSA was then deploying troops in Khaing Lone in southern Shan State, which is part
of its region 171. The deployment followed widespread rumors on social media that the
UWSA was preparing for a possible attack by its rival, the RCSS, whose headquarters in Loi
Tai Leng is adjacent to Khaing Lone.

The RCSS and the UWSA engaged in fierce fighting to the east of the Salween River in
southern Shan State between 2002 and 2005. Since then, the two groups have observed an
unofficial ceasefire.

The RCSS, which signed the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement with U Thein Sein’s quasi-
civilian government in 2015, is based in southern Shan State, and its rival ethnic Shan armed
group, the Shan State Progress Party, is based in the north.

The RCSS, however, also operates in northern Shan State and has been fighting the SSPP for
years over territory. It has been trying to increase its presence in northern Shan State since
the military coup last year.

The UWSA reportedly dispatched hundreds of its troops to assist the SSPP and another ally,
the Ta’ang National Liberation Army, in fighting with the RCSS. The RCSS has reportedly lost
a number of its strongholds in northern Shan State, where Chinese investment is planned.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/five-killed-as-wa-army-and-rcss-clash-over-
territory-in-myanmar.html

Shan, Wa forces clash in eastern Shan State

Tension is high near the Thai border as both the RCSS and UWSA accuse one another of
trespassing into their territory

Nyein Swe | Published on Apr 7, 2022

A UWSA parade in Panghsang, Shan State, in 2019
(EPA)

Fighting broke out between the Restoration Council of
Shan State/Shan State Army (RCSS/SSA) and the
United Wa State Army (UWSA) in Mongton Township,
eastern Shan State on Tuesday morning, resulting in
casualties on both sides, according to officers from

both ethnic armed organisations.

RCSS spokesperson Maj Kham San told Myanmar Now that UWSA forces arrived with
apparent plans to attack one of their bases in Mongton, across the Thai border from Chiang
Rai province. They retreated moments after opening fire, he added.

Page 10 of 41


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/five-killed-as-wa-army-and-rcss-clash-over-territory-in-myanmar.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/five-killed-as-wa-army-and-rcss-clash-over-territory-in-myanmar.html
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/shan-wa-forces-clash-in-eastern-shan-state
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/9063
https://www.myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/news-images/uwsa_military_parade.jpg

“They started attacking our base, so it was clear that they started the fight,” he said.

UWSA communications officer Sam Baim claimed Wa troops had attacked because the RCSS
had entered their territory.

“They trespassed into our territory and when one of our soldiers went out to check as they
neared our base, they started shooting. The young soldier was killed,” he told Myanmar
Now.

He estimated four other UWSA troops were injured, and five members of the RCSS killed.
However, Maj Kham San said he was unable to confirm the number of casualties on either
side.

Several local news organisations reported that there were casualties, but Myanmar Now
was unable to independently verify further details on the incident.

Mongton is located just 50 miles from the RCSS headquarters at Loi Tai Leng.

Asia Times reported that some 20 years after occupying the areas around Mongton, the
UWSA now claims them as part of their “southern territories” —separate from the
autonomous zone granted to them by the military and centred in Panghsang, northern Shan
State.

Tension has been high in the region for months, as the RCSS’s Maj Kham San noted that the
junta’s armed forces also continue to operate in Mongton. There, he described how
Myanmar army, Wa and Shan bases all face one another.

He told Myanmar Now that the RCSS would take steps to avoid another battle.

“We will contact and negotiate with the local bases from both parties. We will try to find out
why the attack was carried out,” he said.

The UWSA did not comment on the RCSS’s plans to hold negotiations but has stated that
their forces would take action against anyone who trespassed into the areas they consider
part of their territory.

The military council did not return Myanmar Now’s calls.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/shan-wa-forces-clash-in-eastern-shan-state

UWSA Clashes With RCSS In Eastern Shan State
By Network Media Group | Thursday, April 7, 2022

| The armed wing of the United Wa State Party, the United Wa
State Army (UWSA), fought with the Restoration Council of
Shan State (RCSS) in eastern Shan State for the first time since
2005.

Nyi Ram, head of the UWSA liaison office in Lashio, accused the

Page 11 of 41


https://asiatimes.com/2022/02/wa-an-early-winner-of-myanmars-post-coup-war/
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/shan-wa-forces-clash-in-eastern-shan-state

RCSS of starting the firefight on Tuesday 5 April after sending 20 soldiers to their camp in
Mong Hta area, where 18 Wa soldiers are based.

“When our soldiers politely confronted them, they started shooting at them and a firefight
ensued,” he wrote on his Facebook page. One UWSA soldier was killed by an RCSS sniper
and two others were wounded during the encounter, he claimed, while five RCSS soldiers
were killed. They seized 6 small arms from the Shan soldiers.

“Our troops didn’t retaliate with excessive force.”

According to Sai Mueng, editor-in-chief of the Shan Herald Agency for News (SHAN),
tensions between the UWSA and the RCSS in Mong Hsat District have increased since the
beginning of the year, when more than 1,000 new UWSA recruits completed their military
training and were sent to camps in the area.

“Since then, there’s been a military standoff in the area,” he told NMG.

According to the SHAN editor, Burma’s former government agreed in 2011 to allow RCSS’s
families and internally displaced persons to live in Mong Hta region after the Shan armed
group signed the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement in 2015, but the UWSA is now stationed
in the region.

“When Thein Sein’s government recognised the Mong Hta area as RCSS headquarters, the
UWSA was unhappy. In my opinion, (former) President Thein Sein and the Burma Army
caused this problem at that time, and that’s the reason why the clashes are taking place in
the region now,” Sai Mueng told NMG.

Between 2001 and 2005, there was intense fighting between the UWSA and the RCSS in the
area. He said if the armed organisations don’t engage in dialogue, the conflict in Mong Hta
will start all over again.

NMG tried to contact the spokespersons of the UWSP and the RCSS for a statement, but
none of the armed groups responded.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/04/07/18456

Despite Risk of Death, Thailand Sends Myanmar Refugees Back

Associated Press

Displaced people from Myanmar live under a
makeshift tent along the Thai side of the Moei River
in Mae Sot, Thailand, on Feb. 7, 2022.

JAKARTA, INDONESIA — The young woman from
Myanmar and her family now live amid the tall
grasses of a riverbank on the Thai border, trapped in
limbo between a country that does not want them
and a country whose military could kill them.

Page 12 of 41


https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/04/07/18456
https://www.voanews.com/author/associated-press/j_-yt

Like thousands of others fleeing mounting violence after a military takeover in Myanmar last
February, Hay left her village for neighboring Thailand in search of a safe haven that does
not exist. Returning to Myanmar would place her and her family at risk of death. And yet
that is precisely what Thai authorities — wary of jeopardizing their relationship with
Myanmar’s ruling military — tell them to do at least once a week, she says.

“When they told us to go back, we cried and explained why we can’t go back home,” says
Hay, who lives in a flimsy tent on the Moei River, which divides the two countries. The
Associated Press is withholding Hay’s full name, along with the full names of other refugees
in this story, to protect them from retaliation by authorities. “Sometimes we cross back to
the Myanmar side of the river. But | have not returned to the village at all.”

Though international refugee laws forbid the return of people to countries where their lives
may be in danger, Thailand has nonetheless sent thousands of people who fled escalating
violence by Myanmar’s military back home, according to interviews with refugees, aid
groups and Thai authorities themselves. That has forced Hay and other Myanmar refugees
to ricochet between both sides of the river as the fighting in their home villages rages and
briefly recedes.

“It is this game of pingpong,” says Sally Thompson, executive director of The Border
Consortium, which has long been the main provider of food, shelter and other support to
Myanmar refugees in Thailand. “You can’t keep going back and forth across the border.
You’ve got to be somewhere where it’s stable.....And there is absolutely no stability in
Myanmar at the moment.”

Since its takeover last year, Myanmar’s military has killed more than 1,700 people, arrested
more than 13,000 and systematically tortured children, women and men.

Thailand, which is not a signatory to the United Nations Refugee Convention, insists
Myanmar’s refugees return to their embattled homeland voluntarily. Thailand also insists it
has complied with all international non-refoulement laws, which dictate that people must
not be returned to a country where they would face torture, punishment or harm.

“As the situation on the Myanmar side of the border improved, the Thai authorities
facilitated their voluntary return to the Myanmar side,” says Thailand Ministry of Foreign
Affairs spokesperson Tanee Sangrat. “Thailand remains committed and will continue to
uphold its long-held humanitarian tradition, including the principle of non-refoulement, in
assisting those in need.”

Somchai Kitcharoenrungroj, governor of Thailand’s Tak province, where thousands of
people from Myanmar have sought refuge, said many crossed illegally when there was no
fighting.

“We had to send them back as the laws said,” Somchai says. “When they faced the threats
and crossed here, we never refused to help them. We provided them all basic needs
according to the international human rights principle.”
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Displaced people from Myanmar live under a
makeshift tent along the Thai side of the Moei
River in Mae Sot, Thailand, on Feb. 7, 2022.

“For example,” he added, “last week we also
found some crossing here illegally and we sent
them back.”

More than half a million people have been
displaced inside Myanmar and 48,000 have fled to neighboring countries since the military’s
takeover, according to the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees. The UNHCR says Thai
government sources estimate around 17,000 Myanmar refugees have sought safety in
Thailand since the takeover. But only around 2,000 are currently living on the Thai side of
the border, according to the Thai-Myanmar Border Command Center.

“UNHCR continues to strongly advocate that refugees fleeing conflict, generalized violence
and persecution in Myanmar should not be forcibly returned to a place where their lives and
freedoms could be in danger,” the agency said.

Most of those fleeing clashes between the military and ethnic minority armed groups along
the border must wade across the rivers dividing the two countries, belongings and babies
balanced atop their shoulders. Those who reach Thailand are not allowed to settle in the
decades-old refugee camps that dot the region and house 90,000 people who left Myanmar
years before the takeover.

Instead, they have been relegated to crowded cattle sheds or rickety tents made of
tarpaulin and bamboo. The moment there is a pause in fighting, refugees and aid groups
say, Thai authorities send them back, despite Myanmar’s military taking over villages,
burning homes and setting land mines.

“l have seen some of them being forced to get in a car, get off at the river, and cross over to
the other side,” says Phoe Thingyan, secretary of Thai aid group the Overseas Irrawaddy
Association.

In Myanmar’s border regions, ethnic minority armed groups have been fighting the central
government for decades in a bid for greater autonomy, with more clashes after the military
takeover. Despite some pauses, witnesses along the Thai border say the fighting there is
now the worst it’s been in decades. At times, the gunfire, bombing and fighter jets have
been audible from Thailand, and even houses on the Thai side of the river shake with the
blasts.

Life along the river is grim and frightening.

“It is not far from the war zone,” says Naw Htoo Htoo, of the ethnic Karen Human Rights
Group. “The elderly and children are not comfortable in the makeshift tents....There are
ilinesses not only caused by the weather, but also by COVID-19.”

In December, 48-year-old Myint fled the Karen small town of Lay Kay Kaw, near the Thai
border, with her husband and three children. Officials in Thailand sent them back. With few
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options, Myint and her family joined around 600 others living near the river on the
Myanmar side.

In February, heavy rains flooded their camp, and Myint fears the looming monsoon season
will make their already miserable situation even worse.

“I think the refugee camps will be in a lot of trouble,” she says. “We can do nothing but
make our temporary tents a little stronger.”

On the Thai side of the river, Hay’s tent offers virtually no protection from the sweltering
sun, mosquitoes and drenching rains.

The family yearns for their home and their corn fields near Lay Kay Kaw. On Dec. 16, Hay
and her husband grabbed their 3-year-old daughter and 10-year-old son and ran amid a
cacophony of gunfire. When they reached the river, the fighting was still so close they knew
they could not safely stay on the Myanmar side. And so they trudged through the water to
Thailand.

“We want to go back but we have no house,” she says.

Displaced people from Myanmar carry donated
lunch boxes to their tents along the Thai side of the
Moei River in Mae Sot, Thailand, on Feb. 5, 2022.

There are no toilets, and no way to make money.
| Food and other supplies are scarce, yet the Thai
authorities have refused to allow international NGOs
and the UNHCR access to the refugees.

“The Thai authorities have said that they have resources to respond, and the INGOs and the
UN will not get access,” says Thompson of The Border Consortium. “The Thai authorities are
very much keeping this a low visibility, very basic response.”

Most of the aid has come from local Thai community groups. Phoe Thingyan, of the
Overseas Irrawaddy Association, says his group sends 1,000 boxes of rice each morning and
evening to the refugees, but that he has had to ask the Thai military for permission to
accept donations.

The Thai military doesn’t even want to acknowledge the existence of Myanmar refugees in
Thailand because that alone could upset Myanmar’s military leaders, says Patrick
Phongsathorn, human rights specialist with the Asia-based group Fortify Rights.

“The Thai military is intent on controlling the situation, controlling the narrative, because
obviously they have political skin in the game, in what’s happening in Myanmar,” he says.
“They are very close with the Myanmar junta authorities.”

Somchai, the Thai governor, seemed to hint at this: “When the fighting stopped, they had to
go back,” he said of the refugees Thailand returned. “Otherwise, it could be a sensitive issue
for the relationship between both countries.”
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The Thai military declined to comment.

Those who remain in Thailand end up in not just physical but legal limbo, vulnerable to
exploitation. One Myanmar refugee in Thailand who spoke to the AP said “police cards” —
unofficial documents that allow displaced people to avoid arrest or deportation -- are
purchased monthly through middlemen for an average cost of 350 Thai baht (510). Cards
are marked with a photo or symbol showing that the holders have paid the latest monthly
bribe.

Without the cards, refugees risk further harassment or possible arrest by Thai authorities.

“They will take you to the police station and they will check your documents, test your urine
for drug use,” says the refugee, whose name is being withheld by the AP for security
reasons. “Police intimidate the people, and the cards are the easiest way to avoid that.”

Tanee, the Foreign Affairs spokesperson, said the government “categorically denied” the
existence of any extortion or bribery.

Though 23-year-old Win and his family initially pitched their tent on the Thai side of the
river, Thai authorities soon sent them back. The chemistry student now regularly crosses the
river through chest-deep water to retrieve food, clothes and other donated items from the
Thai side. Then he turns around and wades back to his campsite in Myanmar, where he lives
alongside around 300 other refugees, including children and the elderly.

They are surviving, but only just. What he wants more than anything, he says, is the one
thing he cannot have.

“l just want to go home,” he says. “l do not want anything else.”

https://www.voanews.com/a/despite-risk-of-death-thailand-sends-myanmar-refugees-
back-/6518846.html

Japan Appeals for Exemption from Myanmar Junta’s Foreign Exchange Rules
By THE IRRAWADDY | 7 April 2022

The Japanese Embassy in Myanmar has asked the junta’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs to
exempt Japanese companies and governmental organizations from the new directive that
foreign exchange earnings must be converted into kyats at the official rate within one
working day.

An embassy letter said: “Japanese companies operating in Myanmar will face serious
challenges in following this new regulation, which will cause difficulties in continuing their
businesses in the country.”

The Central Bank of Myanmar’s order will also affect the embassy and other official
organizations, like the Japan International Cooperation Agency and Japan External Trade
Organization, the letter said.
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The embassy asked for an exemption for Japanese companies and official organizations,
citing the “bilateral relationship”.

The new rules say foreign exchange must be deposited in foreign currency accounts at
licensed banks and must be converted into kyats within one working day. It says separate
notifications will be issued for exemptions, which inspired the Japanese letter.

The new directive is reportedly already harming exports.

A businessman told The Irrawaddy: “The central bank tells us to convert foreign exchange
into kyats within 24 hours. But the maximum amount of cash companies can withdraw [per
week] from their bank accounts is 100 million kyats [US$56,000]. It will further worsen the
cash flow crisis.”

While foreign exchange will be converted at the official rate of 1,850 kyats per US dollar, the
market rate is around 2,050 kyats, which will hammer exporters, he added.

The new rules will create a dollar crisis and boost the black market, he said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/japan-appeals-for-exemption-from-myanmar-
juntas-foreign-exchange-rules.html

Free Ukraine, but free other nations too

By May Soe Min |07 April 2022

On 24 February 2022, Russia violated Ukraine’s
sovereignty, and its on-going invasion efforts have
led to cataclysmic outcomes. It is an Eastern
European skirmish, but there is no denying that
there are international implications. It must be
noted that although the active and prompt
condemnation of Russia from western nations has
been admirable, it is also disappointing. The Russo-
Ukrainian War has highlighted what groups are
deemed worth saving and what groups aren’t according to western powers.

This is not a competition of which global crisis is worse, but rather a comparison of the
international communities’ response towards western and non-western nations. It is
undeniable that there is a favorable bias towards western nations, and hypocrisy laces the
ways in which global leaders react. Putin has committed numerous violations of human
rights in armed conflicts from hostage-taking to arrest of government critics. The U.S.
Secretary of State Anthony Blinken has condemned Putin for it, and Jens Stoltenburg,
NATO’s secretary general, has warned Russia to refrain from committing even more
violations such as initiating chemical warfare. But, it seems the world has turned a blind eye
to similar human right violations occurring in other parts of the world from Southeast Asia
to the Middle East.
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In Myanmar, the military junta seized control of the nation on 1 February 2021 and has
contributed to thousands of deaths through airstrikes, raids, and arbitrary arrests. Dictator
Min Aung Hlaing has also led crackdowns on political figures that promoted democracy in
the Southeast Asian country. There have also been multiple accounts of sadistic tortures led
by soldiers and raping of women in rural villages. These unpunished war crimes remain
ignored and silenced by the rest of the world as Burma cannot offer any political or
economic incentives. Beyond sanctions and occasional condemnation paired by “thoughts
and prayers,” there are no direct communications with the junta like there is with Putin’s
government. There is barely a half-hearted response to daily massacres taking place in
Myanmar

Although western nations denounced Russia’s invasion, they simultaneously promote the
same colonization and imperialism efforts through continuous partnerships with Israel. How
can one denounce Putin’s expansion efforts while promoting the genocide of Palestinians
and the taking over of an already sovereign land? The biggest irony in all of this is that Israel
is offering to hold peace talks with Russia as if they are innocent of all the atrocities
committed on Palestinian soil. The United States may condemn Russia for killing civilians,
but will happily send billions of dollars to Israel for its conquest. Western hypocrisy has
never been surprising, but it has been on display at an all-time high.

It is imperative that we must help the Ukrainian refugees, however, we should treat all
refugees this way. Borders once closed to refugees from the Middle East to South Asia
warmly welcome those from Europe, and news channels sympathize with European
refugees while vilifying refugees of color for being “uncivilized”. Bulgarian Prime Minister
Kiril Petkov stated, “These people are European,” when asked to comment about the influx
of refugees coming in from Ukraine as if refugees are only supposed to come from non-
western nations. He continued in the same vein saying “This is not the refugee wave we
have been used to, people we were not sure about their identity, people with unclear pasts,
who could have been even terrorists.” People with unclear pasts? Does the Prime Minister
mean refugees who faced persecution from the government or victims of western
imperialism? Why must we vilify non-European refugees and dehumanize their perils?

Is the worth of a citizen’s life determined by their nation’s affluence? Is humanitarian aid
and relief decided upon what a country exports? When will western nations realize the
harm they’re doing by picking and choosing what is wrong or right depending on their
relationship with a state? Western hypocrisy needs to be recognized and addressed as the
crisis happening in Ukraine is happening all around the world. We just need to open our
eyes and look.

Courtesy of May Soe Min, the daughter of a Burmese family who resettled to United States
from India as refugees. This was originally published by the online newspaper of Maryland
University in US. She was a child when she was a refugee in India.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/free-ukraine-free-other-nations-too
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