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Nearly 5,000 Civilians Displaced by Regime Raids in Myanmar's Restive Sagaing
Thousands flee as Myanmar junta airlifts troops into Depayin
Dozens of Myanmar Troops, 11 PDF Fighters Killed in Clash in Shan State
Karenni forces suffer heavy losses in fight for control of southern Shan State
outposts
2,200 Myanmar Junta Soldiers Killed Since January: KNU
Rakhine Detainees Denied Visitors by Myanmar Junta
Tensions rise in Rakhine state after a five-day Myanmar naval drill
Namkham villagers suffer from year-long electricity cut by China due to border
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Myanmar-India Border Trade Halted After Pro-Junta Militia Kill Two Indian Men
India shuts Myanmar border as anger over pro-junta militia killings rises
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Nearly 5,000 Civilians Displaced by Regime Raids in Myanmar's Restive Sagaing

By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 July 2022

Tabayin residents displaced by junta raids. / CJ

Around 5,000 residents from over 10 villages in
Sagaing Region’s Tabayin Township have been
forced to flee their homes after the Myanmar
military airlifted reinforcements into the area.

On Monday at around 4.30pm three
helicopters carrying over 50 junta soldiers
landed in a Tabayin village, forcing the residents to flee the same evening, according to local
sources.

A volunteer helping the displaced people said on Tuesday: “It was not convenient for travel
as it rained the whole night. The temporary camps are crowded. People continued to flee
their homes until midnight. People fleeing in their cars, motorbikes and motorized trailers
formed a long line. There were unspeakable troubles.”

Junta forces carried out airstrikes on July 2 after a memorial to mark the one-year
anniversary of fighting in Tabayin’s Set Pyar Kyin Village which left over 20 resistance
fighters dead. Regime troops have since been raiding villages in Tabayin.

%_J‘ Tabayin residents displaced by junta raids. / CJ

g Clouds of smoke were seen in Kyauntawlay
and Inpin villages on Tuesday. It was unclear
how many houses were torched by military
regime forces as villagers still can’t return
home, said a resident.

Regime troops stationed in Set Pyar Kyin and
Boke villages reportedly used heavy weapons
to attack resistance fighters advancing to the villages, according to a local resistance
member.

One resident said: “As they kill not only children but also elderly persons by burning them
alive, slitting their throats and shooting them in their heads, people dare not let the soldiers
see them. They flee as soon as they hear soldiers are heading to their villages.”

Over 340,000 people have been displaced by fighting in Sagaing Region, as well as some
110,000 people in neighboring Magwe Region, according to the Institute of Strategy and
Policy Myanmar.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/nearly-5000-civilians-displaced-by-regime-raids-
in-myanmars-restive-sagaing.html
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Thousands flee as Myanmar junta airlifts troops into Depayin

The latest offensive comes just days after the anniversary of a massacre by regime forces
that killed dozens of local residents

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Jul 6, 2022

A member of Myanmar’s military is lowered from a
helicopter during a training demonstration in March
2018 (EPA)

Regime reinforcements transported to Sagaing
Region’s Depayin Township by helicopter have forced
thousands to flee from some 20 villages since
Monday, according to local sources.

Around 70 junta troops landed near the villages of Thein Bar and Kyun Taw Gyi in three
helicopters at around 4pm on Monday and have been assaulting nearby villages since, the
sources said.

“They arrived in the area yesterday and they’re still here now,” a resident of Satpyarkyin,
one of the affected villages, told Myanmar Now on Tuesday.

“They haven’t arrested anyone yet, but they have been firing heavy artillery non-stop from
the monastery grounds since this morning,” he added.

The troops have reportedly been divided into two columns, with one occupying
Satpyarkyin’s village school and monastery and the other stationed in Bote, another village a
short distance away.

Both columns have kept up the same relentless artillery fire since arriving in the area, locals
said.

On Saturday, residents of Satpyarkyin held a ceremony marking the first anniversary of a
massacre by regime forces that killed at least two dozen locals, including many resistance
fighters, and forced around 10,000 to flee their homes.

Later the same day, two Mi-35 fighter jets flew over the area and opened fire, according to
residents.

Late last year, Myanmar’s military carried out multiple assaults in Depayin Township, using
helicopters to raid a number of villages that had seen little or no recent resistance activity.

Helicopters have been widely deployed in the area not just to transport troops, but also to
carry out aerial attacks, according to local sources.

Local defence forces have called on the shadow National Unity Government to provide them
with more effective weapons, saying that they continue to rely almost entirely on
handmade rifles to resist much more heavily armed regime troops.
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According to the latest report released by the UN Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs, more than 750,000 people have been displaced by conflict since
Myanmar’s military seized power in a coup in February of last year.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/thousands-flee-as-myanmar-junta-airlifts-troops-
into-depayin

Dozens of Myanmar Troops, 11 PDF Fighters Killed in Clash in Shan State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 July 2022

More than 40 Myanmar regime soldiers and 11 People’s Defense Force members were
killed during an intense clash following an attempt by resistance groups to raid military
outposts in Pekon Township, Shan State on Monday.

At 5 a.m. on that morning, a force comprising members of the Karenni Nationalities Defense
Force (KNDF), the Karenni Army (the armed wing of the Karenni National Progressive Party)
and two other PDF groups raided the military outposts near Shwe Pyi Aye and Lwal Pator
villages in Pekon Township, southern Shan State, the KNDF said on Wednesday.

Just as the resistance forces were about to take control of the outposts, the Myanmar
military struck back with heavy artillery strikes and troop reinforcements and held their
positions.

The KNDF said the resistance fighters had to abandon their attempts to occupy the military
outposts in the afternoon due to the intense attacks mounted by the regime
reinforcements.

During the clashes, 11 resistance fighters were killed. The KNDF also claimed to have killed
more than 40 regime troops and injured many others in the raid.

However, The Irrawaddy was unable to independently confirm the military casualties.

Showing photos of killed PDF members, a pro-regime Telegram Channel reported that
regime forces seized the bodies of seven PDF fighters along with their firearms, adding that
other bodies were retrieved by the PDFs.

Since mid-June, regime forces and ethnic Karenni resistance forces have been engaged in
heavy clashes in Hpruso, Demoso and Loilin Lay townships in Kayah State and Pekon
Township in neighboring Shan State.

The KNDF also said that a total of 30 clashes occurred in Kayah State killing 25 regime troops
in June, adding that it seized 13 weapons.

Due to the junta’s arson attacks and shelling, 12 houses and two religious buildings were
destroyed.

In the junta’s indiscriminate attacks, five civilians were killed and 22 others injured, the
KNDF said.
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Armed resistance to military rule in Kayah State began in late May last year, following the
regime’s brutal crackdowns on peaceful anti-coup demonstration across the country.

Kayah State has become a stronghold of resistance against the junta.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/dozens-of-myanmar-troops-11-pdf-fighters-
killed-in-clash-in-shan-state.html

Karenni forces suffer heavy losses in fight for control of southern Shan State outposts

Junta reinforcements used heavy artillery to fend off an attack on the two outposts, killing
at least 10 resistance fighters

Esther J | Published on Jul 6, 2022

i KNDF members in southern Shan State’s
Moebye Township (Myanmar Now)

At least 10 Karenni resistance fighters were
killed on Monday during an attempt to seize
control of two military outposts in southern
Shan State, according to members of some of
the groups involved in the offensive.

The outposts, located on a pair of hills in
northern Pekhon Township, came under attack from a coalition of Karenni resistance groups
at around 5am on Monday, sources said.

About an hour into the ensuing battle, the Karenni forces were preparing to overrun the
outposts when regime reinforcements suddenly arrived and started firing heavy artillery.

“There were only three or four soldiers still fighting, but when the reinforcements got there,
we had to retreat,” a member of the Karenni Nationalities Defence Force (KNDF), one of the
groups that took part in the operation, told Myanmar Now.

A member of the Pekhon People’s Defence Force (PDF), which was also part of the allied
force, said that 10 KNDF and Karenni Army troops were killed and more than 20 were
injured.

“The military fired three shells, one after the other. We didn’t have a chance to seize any
weapons. We barely managed to get out of there with our own weapons,” he said.

He added that neither the Pekhon PDF nor the allied Shan State Revolutionary Youths group
lost any of their members in the counterattack.

The number of regime casualties was unclear, but the Karenni forces estimated that there
were around 50 junta troops stationed at the two outposts when they mounted their attack.

According to the Pekhon PDF member, locals were forced to use their vehicles to take five
dead soldiers and three others who were severely injured to the hospital.
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Shelling continued through the day, he added. By 6pm, regime forces had reoccupied the
two outposts, located about 500m apart on the Kathe and Lwei Pa Thar hills.

“We lost so many men because of the difference in firepower. We don’t have heavy artillery
like them,” said the KNDF member, who also called for continued public support for the
struggle against military rule.

The KNDF says it has around 8,000 members, fighting in Karenni State’s Demoso, Hpruso,
Loikaw and Bawlakhe townships and Shan State’s Pekhon and Moebye townships.

According to the KNDF member, at least one local man from the village of Kone Sone was
arrested on Monday, while two others from the same village were reportedly beaten.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/karenni-forces-suffer-heavy-losses-in-fight-for-

control-of-southern-shan-state-outposts

2,200 Myanmar Junta Soldiers Killed Since January: KNU
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 July 2022

More than 2,200 Myanmar junta troops have been killed in the first half of 2022 in Karen
State, according to the Karen National Union (KNU).

Myanmar’s oldest and one of its most powerful rebel groups said in its monthly report
released on Tuesday that its armed wings, the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and
the Karen National Defence Organization (KNDO) and allied resistance forces, have clashed
with junta troops each day in June as the regime increased its activity.

The KNU reported 365 clashes with 410 junta and Border Guard Force deaths and 335
injuries in June.

The fiercest clashes were in late June at the junta’s Ukayit Hta outpost in Waw Lay,
Myawaddy Township, which was under attack with 125 junta airstrikes launched against
resistance forces.

The KNU said 17 resistance fighters were killed and 28 injured in June.

The KNU estimated 399 regime deaths in January, 311 in February, 429 in March, 356 in
April and 303 in May.

Karen National Liberation Army and allied resistance
forces after seizing the junta’s strategic Thay Baw
Boe camp in Karen State on May 19. / Cobra Column

The Irrawaddy has not been able to independently
verify the numbers.

Junta officers, including battalion commanders and
majors, were among the dead.
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The Maw Khee military camp in the KNLA’s Brigade 6 Dooplaya territory was captured on
March 22. The KNLA and its allies also seized the junta’s Thay Baw Boe camp on May 18.

In June, the KNDO and its allies seized Waw Lay police station, where junta troops were
based. Five regime soldiers were reportedly captured and nine detained resistance fighters
were freed.

Amid its losses, the junta has aggressively escalated violence against civilians with shelling
and airstrikes, torching houses and killing and using civilians as human shields across Karen
State.

According to the KNU, the regime has killed at least 12 civilians, including children, and
injured 28 others in June.

Around 200,000 displaced civilians in Karen State need emergency aid, the International
Karen Organization said last week.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/2200-myanmar-junta-soldiers-killed-since-
january-knu.html

Rakhine Detainees Denied Visitors by Myanmar Junta
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 July 2022

Myanmar’s regime has barred Rakhine State residents from seeing their relatives who were
detained in response to Arakan Army’s (AA) abductions of junta personnel in June.

More than 40 residents were detained by the regime between June 16-23 in Sittwe,
Ponnagyun, Mrauk-U and Kyauktaw townships after the AA seized more than a dozen junta
soldiers and police officers in the townships. Some of the civilians have been put on trial and
the whereabouts of the majority are still unknown.

Daw Aye Khaing, the wife of U Ba Hlaing, who was detained in Ponnagyun, said: “[Troops]
took my husband after a soldier was seized. | can’t find out where he is being held. My
husband has no ties with any organization. He does not engage in politics. We make an
honest living running a shop.”

Two Ponnagyun-based Light Infantry Battalion 550 soldiers used U Ba Hlaing’s shop on June
16 and one was abducted by the AA as he left. Troops then detained eight residents,
including U Ba Hlaing.

On June 20, three Kyauktaw police were abducted. The following day, the regime detained
three residents, including social activist Ko Zaw Win. Their whereabouts are still unknown,
according to relatives.

Daw Khaing Khaing, the wife of Ko Zaw Win, said: “I can’t find out where my husband is
being held. As time passes, my concerns grow that he might be tortured. | am praying that
he will soon be brought to a police station or court.”
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In Mrauk-U, after four military security personnel were abducted on June 20, nine people,
including three Muslim villagers, three Mrauk-U town residents and three ethnic Chin
residents, who were in Mrauk-U on business, were detained.

The three Mrauk-U residents were charged under Article 505(b) of the Penal Code for
incitement on Monday, said a resident. “But we don’t know where the other detainees are
being held,” he told The Irrawaddy.

The regime searched homes and seized at least 25 residents in Sittwe after the AA abducted
a navy officer and sailor in the state capital on June 23. Five ethnically Rakhine residents and
four Muslims were released on June 29 and 30.

Two Rakhine men were sentenced to one month in prison for being out at night.

The colonial-era Police Act authorizes the authorities to arrest, without a warrant, anyone
who cannot explain why they are out at night.

On Monday, eight Sittwe detainees were in court under Article 505(a) of the Penal Code,
according to civil society organizations. The whereabouts of the six remaining detainees are
still unknown.

U Myat Tun of the Arakan Human Rights Defenders and Promoters Association said
preventing visits violated human rights.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/rakhine-detainees-denied-visitors-by-myanmar-
junta.html

Tensions rise in Rakhine state after a five-day Myanmar naval drill

Sea Shield 2022 fed fears the truce between the junta and the Arakan Army is close to
collapse.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.07.06

Warships and a submarine take part in the
military exercise off the Rakhine coast on July 5.
DSINFO

Myanmar’s military staged a five-day show of
lﬂ - - strength, starting last Friday, with warships,

B : helicopters and two submarines, leading to fears
: R _the military is preparing for a major battle with
e e aes - the Arakan Army (AA).

The junta-run newspaper, Myanma Alin (New light of Myanmar), said on Wednesday that
the military exercise was carried out in the Bay of Bengal 1,300 miles (2,080 kilometers)
off the coast of Rakhine state.
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People’s Assembly member Pe Than, who is closely monitoring the military situation, said
the exercise shows that the military is prepared to make full use of the navy if fighting
breaks out with the AA in Rakhine.

“It is impossible to prevent international hostilities with such a force and there is no
country planning a war with this country either,” he said “This is just an exercise to allow
the systematic use of the navy in the event of a battle in Rakhine. The main thing is that
they can show their strength.”

Military Council Chairman joins top brass to watch war games

Sr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing joins high ranking
military staff to watch the exercise on Tuesday.
CREDIT: DSINFO

The drill was overseen by military council
chairman Sr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing. High-level
members of the army, navy and air force
attended on Tuesday.

Min Aung Hlaing ordered the warships to be
constantly prepared for combat, according to comments carried in Wednesday’s edition
of the Myanmar Alin Newspaper.

“The naval warships must be ready. Also weapons and weapons systems must be ready.
The navy personnel must be ready. They also need to be constantly trained to be ready
for battle, and these three levels of readiness must be maintained,” he said.

Sea Shield 2022 aimed to cover the 12 nautical miles (22.2 kilometers/13.8 miles) of
Myanmar’s territorial waters and protect the Myanmar Exclusive Economic Zone at sea,
the junta chairman said. Myanmar’s exclusive economic zone is adjacent to its territorial
waters and extends for 200 nautical miles (370.4 kilometers/230 miles) from the coastal
baseline.

One of the submarines used in the military drills, arrived in Kyaukphyu, Rakhine state, on
May 31. Kyauk Phyu is home to some of China’s largest economic projects, and locals
have criticized the military council for apparently preparing to protect Chinese businesses
in the event of a battle with the AA.

AA spokesman, Khing Thukha gave an online news conference on June 14, saying that the
military council is expanding its forces and weapons in Rakhine to prepare for a full-scale
attack in the event of a renewed fighting with the AA.

Local residents said tensions have been further heightened due to arrests of AA members
or sympathisers in retailiation for AA abductions of junta troops.

Last June, the AA abducted more than 10 police and soldiers and the junta responded by
arresting 40 civilians from the four townships of Sittwe, Kyauktaw, Ponna Kyun and
Mrauk-U.
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The AA fought a fierce campaign against Myanmar’s military from December 2018 to
November 2020, demanding autonomy for ethnic Arakanese.

More than 300 civilians were killed and more than 700 injured during the fighting in
Rakhine state according to figures compiled by RFA.

The two sides agreed an informal ceasefire shortly before the coup on February 1, 2021
and an uneasy truce has held for more than a year. However, locals told RFA tensions
have risen in the last two months, due to the arrests and the arrival of military
reinforcements.

Tensions are simmering even outside Rakhine state since the AA also has a presence in
Chin, Kayin and Shan states.

On Monday a military air strike killed six AA members and injured dozens when junta jets
targeted a camp in Kayin (Karen) state near the Thailand-Myanmar border, a region
controlled by AA allies the Karenni National Liberation Army.

According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs nearly 78,000
people have been forced to flee their homes in Rakhine and Chin states as of March 6 this
year due to fighting between junta forces and the AA.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/tensions-rise-in-rakhine-state-after-a-five-day-
naval-drill-07062022063402.html

Namkham villagers suffer from year-long electricity cut by China due to border dispute
By SHRF | July 5, 2022

Residents of Nawng Kham village in Namkham township, northern Shan State, have been
suffering from electricity shortage since China cut off their power supply in July 2021 over a
border demarcation dispute.

Location of Nawng Kham village, Namkham township, N. Shan State Nawng Kham Vi”ager comprising 161
: 4 households, lies on the northern bank of
2z the Mao (Shweli) river close to the
= Chinese border. Although Nawng Kham is
T R only two kilometers north of Namkham
i town, there are no connecting power
71, i lines across the Mao/Shweli river, so
wins (|, | Nawng Kham villagers have relied for
e smnsmem;%// years on electricity from the nearby
D rhoaes oo Laos village of Nawng Hsawng in China.
AVilraen WANOY . L
B s aon < In October 2020, Chinese authorities

began building a double layer of fencing,
15 to 20 meters apart, along the border close to Nawng Kham, citing the need to prevent
the spread of Covid-19. The fencing, 7 meters high on the China side and 5 meters high on
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the Burma side, cut through fields straddling the border, causing a loss of income for some
farmers.

Then, without warning, on July 10, 2021, workers from China began building a new layer of
fencing which encroached into the fields of Nawng Kham villagers. Nawng Kham residents
came out and stopped them, and called the Namkham township administrator and land
survey department officials to the site. They also called officials from the China side, but the
Chinese officials did not appear.

Villagers stopping Chinese workers from
building new fencing on their farmland

On July 18, 2021, at 6 am, about 50 workers
from China again returned to the same place,
and used a backhoe to begin digging holes for
the fence posts. Again, villagers from Nawng
Kham went to stop them, forcing the Chinese
workers to abandon their backhoe and digging tools and retreat to the China side. At that
time, three Chinese military trucks were patrolling on the other side of the border.

On the same day, villagers again called the Namkham township authorities to come and
solve the dispute with the Chinese authorities, saying they did not want to lose their land. It
was then agreed by both sides to stop building the new fencing. The Chinese workers filled
in the holes already dug and took back their digging equipment.

Two days later, on July 20, 2021, at 10 am, the Chinese electricity supply to Nawng Kham
was suddenly cut off from Nawng Hsawng village. The villagers appealed to the Chinese
electricity officials in Ruili, who said they had instructed the villagers of Nawng Hsawng to
reconnect the electricity, but the power was not reconnected for three months. During this
time, the Nawng Kham villagers had to buy diesel generators and solar panels for their
electricity. Poorer families had to rely on candles.

Location of border dispute near Nawng Kham village
oA -

On October 10, 2021, the Chinese
electricity authorities fined Nawng
Hsawng village 7,000 yuan for failing to
provide electricity to Nawng Kham, and
the power was reconnected that evening.
However, on October 19, 2021 there was
a fire in a house in Nawng Kham, and the
electricity was again cut off. The Nawng
Kham villagers again contacted the
Chinese electricity officials to reconnect
the power, but the officials said they were
too busy to deal with the issue, and finally
did not even answer phone calls from the villagers. The electricity has been cut off until
today.

Map by Shan Huntan Rights Foundation T oy i
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The Nawng Kham villagers have been buying electricity from the China side for 20 years.
They paid for the installation of Chinese meter boxes in 2002, each meter box costing 560
yuan. They originally paid 1 yuan per unit of electricity, but after the Shweli 1 hydropower
project became operational in 2009, the cost was reduced to 0.6 yuan.

Local villagers assume the power cut is

Location of Shweli 1 hydropower project

Sz because of their opposition to China’s
f-": attempts to extend the border into their
Z i | lands. The disputed location is precisely

where China is planning a new cross-
border road and bridge over the
Mao/Shweli River to Namkham, which

o \\\ locals fear may cause further loss of land.

BURMA

; —* e || Given that China is already gaining
= o . . .
SHAN STATE T — significant benefits from the Shweli 1

hydropower project in Namkham, it is
regrettable that Chinese authorities are
withholding electricity from local Namkham residents for household use.
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Ministry of Electric Power, built under a
40-year Build-Operate-Transfer (BOT)
agreement. Out of the project’s installed
capacity of 600 megawatts, 400 MW is for use in Burma, while 200 MW is for export to
China. However, a large portion of the hydropower from Shweli 1 is sent directly via a high
voltage transmission line to the Tagaung Taung nickel processing plant near Tigyaing in
Sagaing, operated by China Nonferrous Metal Mining Group.
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Nawng Kham residents have already suffered impacts from other Chinese investment
projects, including China National Petroleum Corporation’s transnational oil and gas
pipelines, which pass only 200 meters west of their village. In 2010, when the pipelines
started being laid, local farmers received unsatisfactory compensation for the digging up of
their fields, while suffering from increased Burma Army security and laying of land mines. In
2011, a farmer called Loong Aung Nyunt from Aung Myat Thar ward in Namkham town
stepped on a land mine in his field near where the gas pipeline was being laid, and was
seriously injured. Villagers living near the pipelines remain in fear of possible leakage or
explosion.

Nawng Kham residents were also impacted by the construction of the Longjiang
hydropower dam on the Mao/Shweli river in Yunnan province in 2010. Thousands of
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downstream villagers in northern Shan State have faced livelihood disruption due to sudden
fluctuations in the river level, causing grounding of ferry boats and flooding of farmland. The
dam’s blockage of sediment has also accelerated river bank erosion, a problem worsened by
Chinese-sponsored sand mining, including next to Nawng Kham. Most of the sand is
exported for construction projects inside China, causing problems of dust pollution during
transport.

Contact

Sai Hor Hseng +66: 94-728-6696  (Shan, English)
Sai San Loi +66: 88 6804913  (Shan, Burmese)
Ying Leng Harn  +66: 62 569 5220  (Shan, Burmese)

https://shanhumanrights.org/namkham-villagers-suffer-from-year-long-electricity-cut-by-
china-due-to-border-dispute/

Chinese Foreign Minister Snubs Myanmar Junta Chief
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 July 2022

It must be embarrassing for Myanmar regime chief Min Aung Hlaing when the top diplomat
from the foreign country he relies upon most declines to pay him a visit—particularly if the
diplomat is already in Myanmar.

But that’s exactly what happened over the weekend and early this week, as visiting Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi failed to meet with Min Aung Hlaing during his stay in Myanmar.

Wang, the most senior Chinese diplomat to visit Myanmar since the coup last year,
arrived in the country’s UNESCO World Heritage Site of Bagan in Mandalay Region on
Saturday and co-chaired the 7th Lancang-Mekong Cooperation Foreign Ministers’ meeting
on Monday.

During his three-day visit, the most senior junta official he met was not regime chief and
self-appointed Prime Minister Min Aung Hlaing, but Foreign Minister Wunna Maung Lwin,
according to China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi (left) with his
Myanmar counterpart Wunna Maung Lwin in Bagan
/ FMPRC

The lack of a meeting between Wang and the coup
leader is notable, given that Beijing has not only
refused to denounce Min Aung Hlaing’s coup but
has acted, along with Russia, to provide diplomatic
cover at the UN for the junta, which has killed more

than 2,000 people since the takeover.
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The last time Wang met Min Aung Hlaing was in January last year during the minister’s visit
to Myanmar a few weeks before the February 2021 coup.

But the meeting was not repeated this time.

Min Aung Hlaing has been ostracized internationally since the coup for his bloody response
to protesters against his regime. He has even been barred from attending summits by the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), of which Myanmar is a member state.

Internationally, his regime has received very little recognition and many countries have kept
their distance from it. They fear meetings with the coup leader could be used as PR tools by
the regime, which craves legitimacy.

Even China is wary of such meetings.

On Monday, when Wang was in Bagan, Chinese government mouthpiece Global Times
guoted a director from the Chinese government-controlled Center for Southeast Asian
Studies at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences in Beijing as saying that the foreign
minister’s visit was for the purpose of attending the Lancang-Mekong Cooperation Foreign
Ministers’ meeting rather than to engage in bilateral talks, and “does not hint at China
‘recognizing’ the current administration”.

It’s widely believed that Wang didn’t meet Min Aung Hlaing this time because Beijing wants
to avoid criticism internationally, and in particular from Myanmar people.

China has a number of infrastructure projects in Myanmar such as a rail line linking China’s
Yunnan Province with a deep water port in Kyaukphyu, Rakhine State in western Myanmar
that will give China coveted access to the Indian Ocean.

Recently, China-backed projects in Myanmar have come under attack from anti-regime
resistance forces and public opinion on China in the country has been tarnished like never
before due to Beijing’s failure to denounce the coup.

The only companions Min Aung Hlaing has found so far—and rushed to extend hearty
welcomes to—are some military officials from Russia, one of the regime’s arms suppliers, as
well as Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen, who is the current ASEAN chairman, and his
envoy for Myanmar.

His eagerness to receive any outside visitor as Myanmar’s “ruling figure” was evident in
April this year when Min Aung Hlaing welcomed the President of Tatarstan, a republic in
Russia with a population of some 3 million, at the Credentials Hall in Naypyitaw. He
extended his hospitability by hosting a luncheon for the Tatarstan delegation.

So, for such a “hospitable person”, it’s impossible that Min Aung Hlaing would let his
important guests—this time Wang—return home without a meeting. But if the visitor
declines, what’s the host to do?

But while he failed to meet with the junta chief this time, the Chinese foreign minister
attempted to appease Min Aung Hlaing with a reaffirmation of Beijing’s continued support

for his regime.
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In his meeting with his Myanmar counterpart on Sunday, Wang said, “Beijing will support
Naypyitaw in safeguarding the country’s legitimate interests, as well as its national dignity
on international occasions.”

Furthermore, in Bagan, the Chinese foreign minister told Cambodian Foreign Minister Prak
Sokhonn, who is the ASEAN Special Envoy on Myanmar tasked with mediating the country’s
crisis, that China will help the bloc push Myanmar for democratization while encouraging
the grouping to implement its peace plan for the country. Among the plan’s key points are a
call for dialogue among all concerned parties and the immediate cessation of violence. With
the regime’s ongoing atrocities, including extrajudicial killings and the torching of villages,
ASEAN has failed to convince the junta to implement the plan.

Were it not for its economic and strategic interests in Myanmar, it seems unlikely China
would trouble itself much by engaging with the regime—and would probably prefer to keep
its distance.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/chinese-foreign-minister-snubs-myanmar-junta-
chief.html

Myanmar-india Border Trade Halted After Pro-Junta Militia Kill Two Indian Men

By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 July 2022

The two Tamil Indian citizens shot dead in Tamu
Township in Myanmar. / The New Indian Express

Myanmar-India border trade has stalled after two men
\\ \ \ \“ ‘ § from India were gunned down on Tuesday by pro-junta
PR ’ Pyu Saw Htee militia close to the Myanmar-India
frontier in Sagaing Region’s Tamu Township.

The two Tamil men, aged 28 and 38, were shot and killed near Tamu Town on Tuesday
afternoon while on their way to a friend’s birthday party, according to the Tamu People’s
Defense Force (PDF).

They were killed near Hae Zin Village, where Pyu Saw Htee militia are based, while riding on
a motorbike. The men were chased and shot after refusing to stop for the Pyu Saw Htee
militia men out of fear of what might happen to them, a spokesperson for Tamu PDF told
The Irrawaddy.

“The men died on the spot after each being shot three times by the Pyu Saw Htee,” added
the spokesperson.

Both the men were from Moreh, a border town in India’s Manipur State that sits opposite
Tamu Town. The men were traders and also operated a currency exchange.

The Tamu-Moreh border crossing is the main channel for Myanmar goods going to India.
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Almost 70 per cent of Tamu residents rely on the Tamu-Moreh border trade, with many
crossing the frontier daily. Many Moreh residents cross daily into Tamu, too.

But since Tuesday’s shootings, Myanmar traders and vendors are too scared to cross the
border, a Tamu trader told The Irrawaddy.

“Currently no one dares to go to Moreh because India people are very angry after hearing
the news of the killings. People think they will beaten or shot if they go there.”

On Wednesday morning, nearly 200 Tamil people gathered on a football pitch on the Indian
side of the border demanding revenge for the killing of the two men.

“We will be in trouble until this problem can be solved,” said a Tamu trader.

Republic News India, an online newspaper in India, reported that the men were gunned
down by militia formed by the Myanmar military, naming the Pyu Saw Htee as being
responsible for the killings.

The Indian army is trying to establish contact with Myanmar junta forces to retrieve the
men’s bodies and ascertain why they were killed.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-india-border-trade-halted-after-pro-
junta-militia-kill-two-indian-men.html

India shuts Myanmar border as anger over pro-junta militia killings rises

Sources say the Pyu Saw Htee shot dead two young Indians visiting friends in Sagaing region.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.07.06

The Indo-Myanmar Friendship Gate, in a 2017 file
photo. AFP

Authorities in India’s Manipur state have
temporarily closed the Indo-Burmese border after
pro-military militiamen killed two Indian nationals

in Myanmar’s war-torn Sagaing region, prompting
Indian protesters to attack a junta border

——— el . ad T
—eet | =

checkpoint on Wednesday.

A source in Sagaing’s Tamu township told RFA Burmese that Indian nationals M. Pyanar,
32, and P. Mohan, 28, were visiting friends in the area on Tuesday when they were
stopped by members of the pro-military Pyu Saw Htee militia at an unofficial checkpoint
in Tamu’s Saw Bwar ward and shot dead.

“There’s a school we call Saw Bwar 10 No. 4. The two were shot near there,” said the
resident, speaking on condition of anonymity. “Witnesses said that the shots were fired
by Pyu Saw Htee. The two men were shot in the head and died instantly.”
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The source said the bodies of the two men were brought to the Tamu People’s Hospital,
where they are being held in the morgue.

He said that residents of Moreh township across the border in India’s Manipur state are
demanding that the bodies be returned to their families, prompting Indian authorities to
shut down their side of the border crossing on Wednesday.

“At the moment, we are not allowed to enter India at all,” the source said.

A Tamu resident who is close to the families of the victims told RFA that the area where
they were killed is “Pyu Saw Htee territory.”

“The two Indians were killed in that area. [The perpetrators] found out only later that
they were Indian citizens,” said the source, who also declined to be named.

“Both were shot in the head. They had a motorcycle with them. One wore a ring on his
hand and the other had two. ... When the bodies arrived at the morgue, [the motorbike
and rings] were gone.”

RFA was unable to independently confirm the details of the deaths.

India’s Tamil Guardian on Wednesday also reported the killings as having been carried
out by the military proxy Pyu Saw Htee.

“The Myanmar army might have suspected them to be spies and shot them dead,” the
report said, citing the local Tamil Sangam. “There is a killing every day by the army in this
part of Myanmar.”

An official order issued on Wednesday by the deputy commissioner of Tengnoupal
township, under the government of Manipur, announced that no one would be permitted
to cross the border from Moreh into Myanmar without a special permit, citing the
“prevailing law and order situation” in the country.

Indian residents of Manipur’s Moreh township
protest near the Myanmar-India border, demanding
the return of the bodies of two Indian nationals
killed in Myanmar’s Sagaing region, July 6, 2022.
Credit: Citizen journalist

— & | Indian outrage

A Myanmar national living in Moreh told RFA that local youths were outraged over the
deaths and said around 200 people had gathered near the border on Wednesday,
demanding that the bodies of the victims be returned to their families.

“Young people have gathered near the border gate and are challenging the Myanmar
authorities,” he said.

“They also beat up some people from the Myanmar side who crossed the border this
morning [prior to the closure]. They are all furious.”
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Another resident of Moreh said the protests began when Myanmar authorities failed to
deliver the bodies back to India by noon on Wednesday, as had been originally promised.

“They are protesting because [the bodies were] not sent,” he said.

“They have been gathering since the morning. Myanmar nationals in Moreh have not
been able to go out in fear. The protesters set fire to a Myanmar border patrol
checkpoint between Tamu and Moreh.”

Indian media reported that shops had been closed amid increased security in Moreh,
citing the unrest over the killings.

Repeated attempts by RFA to contact the Indian Embassy in Yangon for comment went
unanswered Wednesday, as did attempts to reach junta Deputy Information Minister
Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun.

The Tamu-Moreh border crossing was reopened on June 4 after being closed for nearly
two years due to the coronavirus pandemic. Residents of Tamu told RFA that around 50
traders travel across the border to the neighboring Indian township daily for work.

Myanmar refugees in India say more than 300 families displaced by conflict between
junta troops and armed opposition groups in Sagaing have crossed the border seeking
shelter in Moreh, and that anger over Tuesday’s killings forced many Myanmar nationals
living there to flee the area.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/killings-07062022190904.html
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