PEACE Info (June 7, 2022)
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Myanmar junta’s execution order of pro-democracy activists ‘unlawful,” opposition blocs
say

The NUCC and CRPH vow to hold the coup council accountable for issuing execution
orders against four men, including veteran activists Ko Jimmy and Phyo Zayar Thaw

Myanmar Now | Published on Jun 7, 2022

= Ko Jimmy and Phyo Zayar Thaw

Myanmar opposition fronts condemned a plan by the
coup regime to execute four men, including two pro-
democracy leaders, as “unlawful” on Tuesday, vowing to
hold those involved in the decision accountable.

In separate statements, the National Unity Consultative
Council (NUCC)—a body formed to bring together forces opposed to the junta that seized
power in February last year—and the Committee Representing the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
(CRPH), a group comprised of elected lawmakers, denounced the recent announcement.

The military council confirmed last week in a press conference that it would proceed with
the execution of two prominent leaders accused of treason and terrorism.

Junta spokesperson Gen Zaw Min Tun said that appeals against the death sentences
imposed on Ko Jimmy, a veteran of the 1988 pro-democracy uprising, and Phyo Zayar Thaw,
a hip-hop artist and National League for Democracy (NLD) MP, had been rejected.

The two longtime activists, who were sentenced to death in January for allegedly plotting to
carry out attacks on regime targets, have been in military custody since their capture late
last year. Two other men also set to face execution are Hla Myo Aung and Aung Thura Zaw
for allegedly murdering military informants, Zaw Min Tun told reporters at the press
conference.

“The terrorist coup council’s approval for the execution of Ko Jimmy, who is also known as
Kyaw Min Yu, [and] Phyo Zayar Thaw, Hla Myo and Aung Thura Zaw is unlawful from a legal
perspective,” the NUCC said in its statement.

The bloc explained that the action violated both local and international laws and judicial
norms, and that they would continue to cooperate with resistance forces to repeal the
death sentences in the Myanmar judiciary.

According to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, a total of 114 political
prisoners, including two minors, have been sentenced to death by the regime since the
February 2021 coup.

In its own statement, the CRPH described the death sentences and approval for the
executions as “inhuman acts,” and an attempt by the junta to instill fear in the public who
continue to resist military rule. The junta courts must be “held accountable” for all criminal
convictions of anti-coup activists, CRPH added.
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While the junta stepped up its use of the death penalty last year as part of its effort to crack
down on widespread nationwide anti-coup protests, the recent announcement of the
execution order was largely unexpected; it has been decades since a prisoner has formally
been put to death in Myanmar, even after a death sentence has been doled out.

The last judicially mandated execution in the country was of student leader Salai Tin Maung
Oo in 1976 under the rule of Ne Win, who headed an earlier military dictatorship.

Several foreign entities including France and the US, as well as a spokesperson for the UN
Secretary General, have also issued statements condemning the junta’s announcement of
the execution order.

Responding to the international criticism, the junta’s foreign affairs ministry on Monday
dismissed the remarks as “irresponsible and reckless,” and defended the legitimacy of the
military council as “unquestionable.”

Ko Jimmy and Phyo Zayar Thaw were both found guilty by junta-controlled courts of
violating Section 49a, 50i and 50j of Myanmar’s Counterterrorism Law. The military has
claimed that they were in possession of weapons at the time of their arrest and had
instructed others to carry out acts of terrorism.

Ko Jimmy was arrested during a raid in Yangon in late October and Phyo Zayar Thaw was
captured in November. The junta has not disclosed information on where they are
detained.

According to legal sources who are familiar with the situation inside Yangon’s notorious
Insein Prison, the pair were moved there around one month ago, but Myanmar Now is
unable to independently verify the information regarding their whereabouts.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-juntas-execution-order-of-pro-
democracy-activists-unlawful-opposition-blocs-say

Myanmar Defence Force will seek revenge if executions carried out
By Mizzima |

The Sagaing Myanmar Defence Force (MDF-
(Sagaing)) has said that if the Military Council starts
judicially executing people that it will respond with
killings.

On 21 January 2022 Ko Jimmy, the prominent 88
generation leader and Phyo Zayar Thaw, a former
National League For Democracy (NLD) MP were
sentenced to death by a military tribunal.
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On 3 June the Military Council issued a statement confirming that both will be executed.
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MDF (Sagaing) responded by saying that if they are executed they would take an “eye for an
eye and a tooth for a tooth” in revenge.

“This is an unjust judgement”, said The MDF Battalion (1) Information Officer Captain Taw

Win.

“People such as Ko Jimmy and Ko Zayar Thaw are big heroes of our revolution. We
denounce this kind of injustice. If they [the junta] carry out the execution, we will do similar
things [to the junta]....They will get what they deserve”, he continued.

The 3 June Military Council statement said that two other men will also be executed. They
are Ko Hla Myo Aung and Ko Aung Thu Zaw who were sentenced to death for killing a school
teacher, whom they allege was a Military Council informer, in Yangon’s Hlaing Tha Yar
Township.

No date has yet been set for the executions.
The last time anyone sentenced to death was executed in Myanmar was in 1990.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-defence-force-will-seek-revenge-if-executions-
carried-out

Resistance fighter burned to death, civilians murdered in southern Sagaing

The bodies of six civilians found dead in Kani Township showed signs of torture, according
to resistance sources

Maung Shwe Wah / Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Jun 7, 2022

A member of a local defence force in southern Sagaing’s
Chaung-U Township was burned to death by regime
forces on Sunday, while the bodies of six civilians killed
in the wake of recent junta attacks have been
discovered in Kani Township.

Kan Myint, 30, was captured alive while attempting to
fend off a raid on his home village of Ta Pei Inn,
according to a member of the Farmers Revolution Force (FRF), an anti-regime group active
in Chaung-U.

“He was waiting to attack the military with explosives, but he got shot. They took him away,
tied him up and beat him, and then burned him alive,” said the FRF member, who spoke on
condition of anonymity.

The attack on Ta Pei Inn came after local resistance forces mounted an assault on troops
stationed in the neighbouring village of Kan Zee, a known stronghold of the pro-military Pyu
Saw Htee militia.
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A total of 19 anti-junta groups took part in that attack, according to the FRF member, who
added that IEDs and drones with explosives mounted on them were used to target soldiers
at various locations between the two villages.

According to the Chaung-U People’s Defence Force (PDF), one of the groups involved, 18
regime soldiers were killed in the initial drone attack, and two more died in the ensuing 20-
minute clash.

A local source told Myanmar Now that this led to the raid on Ta Pei Inn, which he said was
almost completely destroyed by soldiers and the Pyu Saw Htee.

“The military opened fire after they were attacked with drones. Then they went into the
village and started burning everything down,” the local said.

In late May, the Chaung-U PDF claimed that it killed dozens of junta troops and police in a
series of attacks in the township.

A number of villages in Chaung-U, including Yar Gyi Taw, Wa Yar, See Pagan, and Inn Ma,
were targeted by regime forces in March and April, resulting in the destruction of at least
400 houses.

> Members of the Kyauk Lone Gyi group engage in a
clash with junta forces in Sagaing’s Kani Township
(Kyauk Lone Gyi)

Meanwhile, in Kani Township, resistance forces say
they have discovered the bodies of six civilians killed
by the military since the end of last month.

=

Two of the bodies were found near Thayet Pin, a
village on the western bank of the Chindwin River, according to a member of Kyauk Lone
Gyi, a Kani-based defence force.

The two victims had been captured by a column of around 80 soldiers patrolling the area to
secure passage for high-speed navy vessels travelling on the river, the Kyauk Lone Gyi
member, who called himself AT, told Myanmar Now.

“Their hands were tied behind their backs. Their injuries suggest that they were kicked and
beaten before being shot,” he said, adding that one of the men, who has yet to be
identified, had also been set on fire.

“We’re not sure if he was burned before or after he died,” he added.

The other victim, 30-year-old Wai Lin, was well-known locally as a volunteer worker. He was
reportedly captured by junta soldiers last Friday while on his way to his home in Thayet Pin.

The four other bodies were found near the village of Tazei Chaung on Saturday, according to
AT.

The dead civilians—U Zaw, 45, Khin Maung Tint, 39, and two teens named Ae Phyo and Nga
Pu—were among seven people taken hostage by regime forces on May 31, he said.
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“One of them had his hands tied behind his back. They all looked like they had been brutally
tortured before they were killed,” he added.

According to AT, regime forces operating in areas along the Chindwin River also destroyed
at least 2,000 homes in more than 20 villages between May 18 and June 5.

Myanmar Now was unable to independently confirm reports by resistance forces due to a
communications blackout imposed on much of Sagaing Region.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/resistance-fighter-burned-to-death-civilians-

murdered-in-southern-sagaing

Junta Forces Continue to Torch Villages in Upper Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY |7 June 2022

Over 180 houses in Sagaing Region were burned down on Monday as regime forces
continued to torch villages in Kantbalu Township, according to locals and resistance groups.

On Monday morning, a detachment of 80 junta soldiers who have been stationed at
Koehtaungboh Village for two months started torching houses in nearby Hnal Kone Village,
said Koehtaungboh Revolution, a local news page.

Some 40 houses were burned down in the arson attack, including the homes of both
resistance fighters and supporters of the military-backed Union Solidarity and Development
Party, according to the news page.

Regime forces also torched over 140 houses in Shawphyukone Village in Kantbalu, a village
of 250 homes.

Koehtaungboh People’s Defense Force (PDF) said that junta soldiers burned down another
four houses in nearby Khunkone Village on Monday afternoon.

On Sunday, regime troops also torched houses in nearby Kine Village, and subsequently
detained 60 villagers in the sun for two hours as punishment for trying to put out the fire,
Koehtaungboh Revolution said.

On June 1, a family of three including a child died when junta soldiers randomly shelled the
residential areas of Koehtaungboh Village with 60mm mortar shells, said the Kantbalu Tiger
Rangers, a local resistance group.

Following the mortar attack, a combined force of local resistance groups attacked the junta
troops in the village on June 2 and 3. The PDFs were forced to retreat after they were
attacked by three helicopter gunships.

Junta forces have escalated their raids and arson attacks in townships across Sagaing, which
remains a stronghold of armed resistance to the military regime. Mobile phone and internet
service has also been cut across rural Sagaing.
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Data for Myanmar, an independent group monitoring junta atrocities, reported on Monday
that an estimated 18,886 houses and buildings had been burned down in regime arson
attacks since the coup and up to the end of May.

Sagaing has suffered the most, losing an estimated 13,840 houses.

The monitoring group said that the actual number of houses torched by regime forces is
more than their reported figures due to insufficient information on the ground.

Myanmar think tank The Institute for Strategy and Policy, said recently that an
estimated 22,299 houses and buildings had been burned down up to May 26. Of those,
15,530 were in Sagaing Region.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/junta-forces-continue-to-torch-villages-in-upper-
myanmar.html

Army threatens to destroy two villages if captured soldiers not released
By Mizzima

The junta army has threatened to destroy two Mon State villages if the Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA) does not release an army company commander and sergeant that it
is holding.

The two men were arrested by the Thaton People's Guerrilla People’s Defence Force (PDF)
on 1 June after they were caught making enquiries in the KNU Brigade (1) area of Mon
State’s Thaton Township whilst dressed in civilian clothes.

After their arrest the men, Captain Kyaw Zin Htet and Sergeant Naing Oo from Battalion (9),
based at Wiyaw Camp in Thaton Township’s Wiyaw Village, were handed over to the
battalion commander of KNU Battalion (2) in the KNU Brigade (1) area.

On 2 June the junta army fired heavy artillery into two villages in retaliation and threatened
to continue until the villages are razed to the ground unless the men are released.

A member of the Thaton People's Guerrilla PDF said: “Since 2 June, the Military Council has
been firing heavy artillery into Htone Bo Lay and Htone Bo Gyi villages. They told the two
village chiefs that they would destroy the villages if their soldiers were not released.”

A 70-year-old man was injured and two houses were destroyed in the attack on Htone Bo
Lay Village, according to reports.

The artillery fire has displaced villagers from both Htone Bo Lay and Htone Bo Gyi villages.
The KNLA has not said whether it will release the two soldiers.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/army-threatens-destroy-two-villages-if-captured-

soldiers-not-released
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Hsi Hseng Township Residents’ Difficulties to Live with Both PNO and PDF
By SHAN - June 7, 2022

It is reported that civilians in Hsi Hseng township, Southern Shan State, are having a hard
time living in the areas where military-backed Pa-O National Organization (PNO) and People
Defense Force (PDF) are active.

Recently, PNO has been enlisting young people in Hsi Hseng township, and they planned to
wrap up by 27 June 2022. Meanwhile, the civilians are worried that PDF will attack them if
they join PNO.

“If we are joining and supporting PNO, it is the same as supporting our enemy. If we do not
do so, we are now living in the areas where PNO is controlling. We are afraid that they
might do something to us. Meanwhile, if we do so, we have to be afraid of the PDF. Either
way, we are in a difficult situation,” a man who lives in Hsi Hseng told SHAN.

PNO holds a meeting

According to the report, each village in Hsi Hseng

| township must send 20 young men, and each home
must pay 30,000 Kyat, and about 1.5 kilos of rice to
PNO.

This kind of incident is very new to Hsi Hseng residents,
and this is the first time for them.

“If it is possible, we do not want to give money, rice, and people. We have never
experienced this before. This is the first time we young people are experiencing this
incident. If we join PNO, give them money and rice, it is like we are supporting our enemy,”
a young Hsi Hseng resident told SHAN.

After the coup, starting from May 2022, PNO has been enlisting new recruits and
demanding money from Hsi Hseng township, Panglaung township, and Ho Pone township
including some areas around Taunggyi District.

The reason for doing this is to support the Myanmar military junta in order to tighten the
security in the areas.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25072

Over 300 Myanmar Military Troops Killed in Karen State in May: KNU
By NORA AUNG | 7 June 2022

Some 303 junta troops and members of the pro-regime Border Guard Force (BGF) were
killed in 448 clashes with ethnic Karen fighters in southeast Myanmar’s Karen State in May,
taking the total death toll among junta forces in Karen State in the first five months of the
year to about 1,800.
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The Karen National Union (KNU) said in a statement on Sunday that its armed wings—the
Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and the Karen National Defense Organization
(KNDO)—clashed with regime troops every day last month in the areas it controls in Karen
State, adding that there were 448 clashes in total with 303 junta deaths and 215 injured.
That means there were at least 14 clashes and around 10 regime fatalities every day in May.

There were 345 clashes in January with 399 regime deaths, 421 clashes in February with 311
regime deaths, 510 clashes in March with 429 regime deaths (making it the deadliest
month) and 507 clashes with 356 regime deaths in April, according to the KNU’s monthly
breakdown of the fighting.

Given those numbers, the total death toll among junta forces in Karen State in the first five
months of the year now stands at 1,798.

Around seven KNLA and KNDO fighters were killed and 26 injured in May, said the KNU. Six
civilians died in regime artillery strikes and air strikes, and another 21 were wounded. So,
the total death toll among KNLA and KNDO fighters in the first five months of the year now
stands at 67.

The Irrawaddy has not been able to independently verify the numbers.

Padoh Saw Taw Nee, the head of the KNU’s Foreign Affairs Department, attributed May’s
decline in regime casualties to the fact that there was only one major clash during the
month—a battle in which anti-regime forces seized an army camp.

A junta deputy commander was among five regime soldiers killed on May 19 when the KNLA
and allied resistance forces seized the strategic Thay Baw Boe camp in Karen State from the
Myanmar military.

Thay Baw Boe had been in the hands of the Myanmar military since the early 1990s. Located
in a strategic position, it was used by the regime as a staging area from which to reinforce
troops when fighting broke out.

Padoh Saw Taw Nee said the general rising trend in the death toll among regime troops over
the past five months could be due to a combination of a lack of popular support for the
Myanmar military, which limits its ability to gather information, and a decline in the
capabilities and morale of junta forces.

“In previous decades it was very rare for the army to lose officers on the battlefield, but now
even battalion commanders and deputy battalion commanders are being killed in action,”
he said.

The KNU, Myanmar’s oldest revolutionary group, rejects the military regime, which seized
power in a coup in February last year. Since then, its armed wings have been fighting in
Karen State alongside civilian resistance groups that also oppose the junta.

Fighting between junta troops and the KNLA/KNDO has intensified since the junta’s Dec. 14
raid on Lay Kay Kaw Town in Karen’s Myawaddy Township, close to the border with
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Thailand. The regime claimed that democracy activists and People’s Defense Force fighters
were sheltering in the town.

The KNU has accused regime forces of extrajudicial killings, arbitrary arrests, using civilians
as human shields and raiding and looting villages.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/over-300-myanmar-military-troops-killed-in-
karen-state-in-may-knu.html

Junta Forces Kill Striking Employees of China-backed Mine in Upper Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 7 June 2022

Myanmar’s military regime has detained and killed striking employees of China-backed
copper mines in Sagaing Region’s Salingyi Township, alleging that they have ties to People’s
Defense Forces (PDF), said a local resistance group.

On May 25, regime soldiers killed two striking employees from Myanmar Yang Tse Copper
Ltd., said the Phoenix without Border guerilla group.

The two victims were identified as Ko Kyaw Nyein, who worked in the processing
department, and Ko Chit Thein Zaw, who worked in the mining department. Both men were
from Ywa Thar Village in Salingyi, said Phoenix without Border.

The duo fled during a junta raid and were caught in Done Taw Village. Their bodies were
found at the cemetery of Kan Kone Village, according to the guerilla group. The Irrawaddy
could not independently verify the report.

Junta troops also reportedly detained U Thein Naing, a section head of the Myanmar Yang
Tse Ltd mining department on June 1. Pro-junta telegram accounts claimed that U Thein
Naing had ties to PDFs.

In April, 16 resistance groups in Sagaing warned China-run copper mines to halt operations
by May 5, saying that the mines are helping fund the Myanmar military whose air raids,
arson attacks and artillery strikes have devastated much of rural Sagaing.

Chinese mining company Wanbao and its two subsidiaries, Myanmar Wanbao Mining
Copper Ltd. and Myanmar Yang Tse Copper Ltd., run three copper mines — Letpadaung,
Sabetaung and Kyesintaung — in Sagaing’s Salingyi Township, in partnership with the
military-owned Myanma Economic Holdings Ltd.

The mines have long been a source of public fury for being built on confiscated land and
destroying the environment. Letpadaung copper mine, especially, has made headlines for
many years due to land disputes and a series of violent crackdowns against anti-mine
protesters.

The warning to cease operations by the PDFs followed an attempt by Wanbao to resume
mining after output at the mines fell dramatically due to employees going on strike since
last year’s coup.
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Resistance groups said that junta troops have raided villages near the copper mines since
their warning.

On May 5, Wanbao expressed “deep concerns” in response to the threats from the PDFs.

Wanbao is a subsidiary of the state-owned defense firm China North Industries Corporation.
In July 2021, the US sanctioned Wanbao Mining and its entities for supporting Myanmar’s
regime and has also banned the trade of copper from the mines on the London Metal
Exchange.

Regime forces have been raiding and torching villages across Salingyi and neighboring
Yinmabin townships, but resistance remains strong in those areas with locals continuing to
stage protests against the junta.

On Sunday, PDFs fired mortar shells at the main Salingyi police station and junta
checkpoints. At least five regime soldiers are believed to have been injured, according to
Salingyi PDF.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/junta-forces-kill-striking-employees-of-china-
backed-mine-in-upper-myanmar.html

Myanmar’s junta vows to proceed with high-profile executions

An official says no pardons will be granted, despite widespread condemnation over the
sentences.

By RFA Burmese Service | 2022.06.07

Activist Ko Jimmy (L), a leader of the 88
Generation Student group, and Phyo Zeyar Thaw
(R), a lawmaker with the deposed National
League for Democracy party, were both
sentenced to death for violating the Myanmar's
Anti-Terrorism Law. RFA

The court-ordered executions of four Burmese
prisoners, including a deposed lawmaker and a prominent former activist sentenced to
death for “terrorism,” will be carried out despite widespread international criticism, a
junta official said Tuesday.

Junta deputy information minister, Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun, rejected the possibility for
pardons in the four cases, which are part of a surge in death sentences under martial law
in Myanmar. Since taking over in a coup last year, the military has transferred the
authority to try cases of civilians to special or existing military tribunals, resulting in what
rights groups say are summary proceedings with no chance of appeal.

Former National League for Democracy (NLD) lawmaker Phyo Zeyar Thaw and 88
Generation leader Ko Jimmy were sentenced to death for violating the country’s Anti-
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Terrorism Law. Two other men — Hla Myo Aung and Aung Thura Zaw — were sentenced
to death in Yangon region’s Hlaing Tharyar township on charges of murder. All four lost
appeals of their cases last week.

“The death penalty will be implemented,” Zaw Min Tun told RFA’s Burmese Service.

“They will not be pardoned. We have finished the process all the way up through the
appeals,” he added, when asked whether junta chief, Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, would
consider staying their executions.

Zaw Min Tun said the four men had been transferred to the custody of the junta’s Prison
Department, which is now responsible for their cases.

According to the junta, Phyo Zeyar Thaw and Ko Jimmy maintained contact with
Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government (NUG), the Committee Representing the
People’s Parliament (CRPP), and other organizations labeled “terrorist groups” by the
military regime and had carried out “acts of violence.”

The two men were sentenced to death by a military tribunal on Jan. 21.

The four death sentences, as well 111 others that have been handed down by junta

courts between the military’s Feb. 1, 2021, coup, and May 19 this year, have drawn

criticism from legal experts and rights groups, who say the regime is threatening the
public with unfair executions.

The United Nations, Washington, Ottawa, and Paris have issued statements strongly
condemning the decisions in the cases now proceeding to execution, although the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) — of which Myanmar is a member state
— has yet to respond.

Thailand-based rights group Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (Burma), which
claims junta security forces have arrested 14,032 people between the start of the coup
and June 7 this year — 10,976 of whom it says remain in detention — issued a statement
Monday calling on the U.N., ASEAN, and the rest of the international community to
intervene in the cases.

The junta’s Foreign Affairs Ministry recently responded to the statements by the U.N. and
Western governments, accusing their authors of “condoning acts of terrorism.”

Waging ‘psychological warfare’

Kyaw Htwe, a member of the NLD’s Central Executive Committee, echoed concerns that
the junta is using the sentences as a warning to its opponents in an interview with RFA on
Tuesday. But he said proceeding with the executions could ultimately harm the regime
itself.

“l think the junta is using the [threat of the] death penalty of the four men, including Ko
Jimmy and Ko Phyo Zeyar Thaw, to wage psychological warfare against the armed
resistance and the people,” he said.
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“They are testing the limits. They have crossed the line and made an irrational decision,
which required presidential orders and involved several steps of appeal. If they stupidly
implement this decision, they will face a strong response from the domestic and
international communities.”

Kyaw Htwe said the junta’s administrative, legislative and judicial decisions are all
“illegal,” because it is an illegitimate government that seized power through force.
However, he didn’t provide clarification on how the NLD intends to respond to the death
sentences.

NUG Human Rights Minister Aung Myo Min said the junta lacks the judicial authority to
issue execution orders, which require an in-depth and transparent process to avoid
wrongful convictions.

“We cannot trust the junta’s tribunal, courts, and sentencing. They are murdering
innocent civilians and view all democracy activists as the enemy,” he said.

“[Proceeding with execution] is the wrong decision, both in terms of human rights and
rule of law.”

High-stakes bluff

A Yangon-based attorney, who spoke to RFA on condition of anonymity, said he believes
the execution orders are a bluff by the military regime as part of a bid to extract some
sort of concession from the international community.

“After reviewing all factors, | conclude that it is very unlikely they will carry out the
execution order,” he said, adding that it is likely the junta wants to use the cases “as a
bargaining chip for political reasons.”

“Given the fact that the world is protesting these orders, and that the decisions are in
violation of international and domestic laws, they will face severe consequences if they
proceed.”

However, political analyst Than Soe Naing told RFA that the junta, which the AAPP says
has killed more than 1,900 civilians since the coup, has demonstrated over the past 16
months that it has little regard for the sanctity of human life.

“They might reconsider if the international community appeals to them courteously,” he
said. “Otherwise, | think they would actually hang Ko Jimmy and Phyo Zeyar Thaw, as
they are little more than a group of thugs.”

In its latest annual report covering the judicial use of the death penalty for the period
January to December 2021, London-based rights group Amnesty International found that
dozens of people were “arbitrarily sentenced to death” by Myanmar’s military tribunals,
“several without the defendants being present, in what was widely perceived as a way to
target political opponents and protestors.”
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The group said that prior to February 2021, Myanmar’s known death sentences were
sporadically imposed for murder and usually commuted through mass pardons. However,
the yearly average for the years 2017-2020 had remained lower than 10.

The last execution in Myanmar — that of student leader Salai Tin Maung Oo — was
known to take place in 1988, during the time of the late Gen. Ne Win.

Translated by Ye Kaung Myint Maung. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/executions-06072022175819.html

MOFA objects to statements made by France, the United States and the United Nations on
the death sentences of four people

PUBLISHED 7 JUNE 2022 |EMG

et . W It has objected to the statements made by France, the
3 United States and the United Nations on the death

. sentences of four people including U Phyo Zeyar Thaw

i and U Jimmy aka Kyaw Min Yu, announced the Ministry
| of Foreign Affairs (MOFA).

The MOFA is referred to the statements issued by the Ministry for Europe and Foreign
Affairs of the French Republic on June 4, 2022, Embassy of France in Yangon on June 4, 2022
and remarks of the United Nations Secretary General’s Spokesperson on June 3, 2022 and
the U.S. State Department’s Spokesperson on June 6, 2022, regarding the verdict of four
terrorists including U Phyo Zeyar Thaw and U Kyaw Min Yu, said the statement.

The Ministry underscored that Myanmar, as an independent and sovereign state, the
incumbent government has every right to execute all powers and authorities vested by the
Constitution (2008). The Ministry also wishes to highlight that every citizen is equally subject
to the law while everyone is treated equally under the law and afforded protection for
fundamental Human Rights, it said.

Additionally, as Myanmar judicial system is independent, it ensures that laws are equal and
just for all citizens residing in the Union. U Phyo Zeyar Thaw and U Kyaw Min Yu were
sentenced to death after being found guilty of breaching the Counter-terrorism Law Section
49 (a), 50 (i) and 50 (j). Accordingly, the sentences were passed as they were proved to be
masterminds of orchestrating full-scale terrorist attacks against innocent civilians to instill
fear and disrupt peace and stability, it said.

As such, irresponsible statements and remarks of the Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs
of the French Republic, Embassy of France in Yangon, Office of the Spokesperson of the
United Nations and the State Department of the United States of America construe to be
abetting terrorism and purely neglecting the continued violent attacks committed by
terrorist groups of the so-called NUG and PDFs which have resulted in the deaths of many
innocent lives, injuries and destruction of both private and public properties, it said.
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Furthermore, the Ministry expresses its utmost indignation and strong protest to the
Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs of the French Republic and the Embassy of France
for referring to the State Administration Council (SAC) as ‘illegitimate military regime’ which
is totally unacceptable to the Government of Myanmar, it said.

According to the Article 3 of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, it implies that
diplomats are to promote friendly relations between the sending State and the receiving
State and according to the Article 41 of the Convention, diplomats are to respect the laws
and regulations of the receiving State and not to interfere in the internal affairs of the State
respectively. The Ministry regrets that the French Republic, instead of promoting amity and
mutual respect with Myanmar, has issued a provocative statement which includes the
above-mentioned unacceptable term that not only wantonly meddles in the internal affairs
of Myanmar in the pretext of human rights and democracy but also flagrantly violates the
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations. This statement could have negative impacts on
the existing bilateral relations, it said.

It is regrettable to see the failure of some countries to uphold the principle of the sovereign
equality of states which is clearly prescribed in the Article 2 of the UN Charter. The
legitimacy of the State Administration Council (SAC) is unquestionable as it was formed in
accordance with the Constitution (2008) and members of the State Administration Council
from central level to region/state levels are comprised of leaders of ethnic nationalities,
leaders of some political parties and members of the Tatmadaw. This fact clearly
demonstrates the fact that the SAC is not a military administration. In order to have
improved collaboration and constructive engagement, Myanmar once again calls the
international community to abide by the principles enshrined in the United Nations Charter
and internationally accepted Conventions on diplomatic relations and to treat Myanmar
with the same courtesy due to any sovereign government, it said.

Therefore, the Ministry protested and objected in the strongest terms on the irresponsible
and reckless statements and remarks made by the Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs of
the French Republic, the Embassy of France in Yangon, the United Nations Secretary
General’s Spokesperson and the U.S. State Department’s Spokesperson which the Ministry
has already conveyed its strong objection through diplomatic channels, it said.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/mofa-objects-to-statements-made-by-france-the-
united-states-and-the-united-nations-on-the-death

Myanmar Junta Slams France Over ‘lllegitimate’ Snub, Threatens Ties
By AFP | 7 June 2022

YANGON—Myanmar’s junta on Monday expressed its “utmost indignation” at a French
diplomatic snub describing it as an illegitimate government, warning it could threaten
bilateral ties.
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Last week the junta said it would execute a former lawmaker from ousted State Counselor
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s party and a prominent democracy activist, in what would be the
country’s first judicial executions in decades.

The announcement sparked outrage among rights groups and governments and calls for
their release.

A statement condemning reports of the sentencing issued by France’s embassy in Yangon
also referred to the junta as an “illegitimate military regime.”

On Monday the junta’s Foreign Affairs Ministry expressed “its utmost indignation and strong
protest.”

The remarks were “totally unacceptable to the Government of Myanmar... this statement
could have negative impacts on the existing bilateral relations,” it said in a statement.

Western governments have led international criticism of last year’s coup that ousted Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi’s administration and unleashed a violent crackdown on dissent, with some
imposing sanctions and meeting with opposition figures.

The statement also slammed the US State Department and the spokesman of UN secretary-
general for their “irresponsible and reckless statements” on the case.

In May the junta threatened to downgrade diplomatic ties with Australia after it said
Canberra would not replace its recently departed ambassador to the military-run country.

Britain’s recent downgrading of its mission in the country to chargé d’affaires was also
slammed as “unacceptable” by a spokesman last month.

Shunned by Western governments, the junta has turned to traditional allies including Russia
and China for support.

It has described Russia’s invasion of Ukraine as “justified,” backing its major ally and arms
supplier.

Four people, including former MP Phyo Zeya Thaw and democracy activist Ko Jimmy, will be
hanged after their appeals against their death sentences were thrown out, a junta
spokesman said on Friday.

The date for the executions has not yet been announced.

The junta has sentenced dozens of anti-coup activists to death as part of its crackdown on
dissent after seizing power last year, but Myanmar has not carried out an execution for
decades.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-slams-france-over-illegitimate-
snub-threatens-ties.html
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Junta's Election Next Year Unlikely to End Myanmar’s Crisis
By BANYAR AUNG |7 June 2022
A crisis unfolded in Myanmar when the military seized power in a coup on Feb. 1, 2021.

Observers made calculations based on Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and her National League for
Democracy (NLD) and failed to notice the role Myanmar’s people were going to play.
Myanmar’s military admitted it had not expected such a strong response from the people.
The crisis continues to worsen.

The United Nations secretary general and China’s special envoy to Myanmar could not find a
quick fix. And ASEAN’s five-point consensus endorsed by China and the US failed.

Clashes have intensified while the economy declines.

People who believe the junta’s policy of annihilation will not work, other countries and
people who fear Myanmar will break up if the crisis is not controlled are looking for a
solution. One escape route could be the general election which the regime plans to hold
next year.

In April, the Chinese and Indian ambassadors separately visited the regime’s Union Election
Commission (UEC).

The Indian representative even promised assistance for a 2023 general election.

The two countries are apparently exploring if an election next year could end the crisis in
Myanmar. Other countries also apparently share the view.

But we need to review why the 1990 general election provided no solution.

People will say it is because the former regime refused to hand over power to the NLD. The
real problem is the regime lacked the will to deal with problems through dialogue and
ignored the majority.

Instead of dialogue, the regime chose to lock up thousands of political prisoners.

Some will argue that the 2010 election did not end the crisis. The election itself was not the
solution but the actions taken after the election were. The release of political prisoners, the
lifting of media censorship, economic reforms and dialogue with opposition leaders helped
end the crisis. Myanmar enjoyed relative stability between 2011 and 2020.

Electoral fraud at the 2020 general election is the reason the regime has cited for its coup.
But according to the 2008 Constitution, it is the UEC and not the government that is
responsible for elections.

So it had to be the UEC to be blamed or prosecuted for mismanaging an election. But the
regime has not prosecuted election officials but instead targeted NLD government figures
on corruption charges.

It has failed to prove its accusations of electoral fraud.
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As to the proportional representation (PR) system which the regime is planning to introduce
in the place of first-past-the-post, the Constitutional Tribunal has ruled that it does not
comply with the 2008 Constitution. But the regime is prepared to introduce PR anyway,
which questions its claim that it will stick to the 2008 Constitution. So we need to analyze
the real intention of the military in staging its coup in 2021. And this has called into question
next year’s election which the junta will organize under the 2008 Constitution which it has
been bending and stretching as it pleases.

What is important is the wishes of Myanmar’s people. Myanmar’s crisis today is the result of
last year’s coup and people see the military as responsible.

Thousands died and tens of thousands were detained and countless houses have been
torched. People will not accept a military-organized election if the junta refuses to take
responsibility for its atrocities. More than 1,000 people were given prison sentences and
some 100 face the death sentence.

The regime has also gagged the media. Under such circumstances, no one will believe an
election is free and fair.

The regime claims that some 70 percent of lawmakers have stayed clear of the resistance
movement.

Some observers asked if their participation in a junta election could resolve the crisis. At
present, the NLD central executive committee and the civilian National Unity Government
(NUG) have won a certain degree of public support.

It is impossible that those lawmakers who stay clear of the resistance movement will win
the public support the NLD’s bodies enjoy. They will not win public support like previous
groups that split from the NLD in the past. The “pacifists” will not be able to persuade the
people, heal their pain and calm their anger.

Some NLD members indeed prefer non-violent resistance over the armed struggle.

They stick to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s philosophy of non-violence and avoiding street
protests. Though they do not publicly share their views on the NUG, they do not appear to
accept armed resistance in their minds.

But their problem is that people only chose armed struggle because there was no
alternative. And those NLD members cannot present themselves as figures of non-violent
resistance without Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. They know that they cannot win public support.

Another problem is that if they choose to contest the junta-organized election while Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi and other NLD leaders are in jail, it amounts to betrayal.

The NLD boycotted the 2010 general election because Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and other
senior figures remained under detention at the time. Furthermore, the charges Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi faced under the previous regimes were political. But the current regime has
filed corruption charges against her.
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Despite the promised election, the regime is rounding up political prisoners and the NLD will
not be allowed to operate freely. No election will be free or fair under such circumstances.

Another factor is press freedom. The regime has revoked the licenses of several media
groups and jailed dozens of journalists. Independent journalists have been barred from
doing their job.

The military wants full control of government affairs. It is not willing to release its grip
regardless of an election.

While the military claims it is the only institution powerful enough to introduce “disciplined
democracy”, no one trusts an organization that has killed, torched and looted in numerous
villages. People distrust anything the military says. Its proposed election is no exception.

Though the regime says it will hold the election next year, it is highly unlikely that stability
can be restored in time.

The junta leader’s offer for peace talks has failed to convince most of the ethnic armed
groups. And so the regime will continue to fight them and the people’s defense forces
(PDFs) which get stronger and are forcing the regime to build pillbox bunkers in Yangon.

The economy is in decline and crime is growing. Muggings are happening in central Yangon.
It is hard to see how an election will solve these issues.

Another solution is to release Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and hold talks with her. It is not easy
though. Under previous regimes, she was arrested on political charges. Her reputation was
not harmed.

But the current regime has prosecuted her for corruption. So it is not enough just to release
her. The junta has to explain its fabricated charges. The regime will not do that.

And releasing Daw Aung San Suu Kyi will not solve the problem. It also has to deal with the
NUG and, more importantly, the PDFs.

In the aftermath of the coup, the regime used violence on protesters but now the people
show no fear and the regime has committed more violence and reached a point of no
return.

The regime might also be thinking of going to the extreme. Some generals are reportedly
fantasizing about one-party dictatorships like North Korea.

The regime may choose to rig the election. The UEC chairman due to oversee the election is
the same chairman who oversaw the 2010 general election.

To conclude, it is unlikely any 2023 election will end Myanmar’s crisis.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/juntas-election-next-year-unlikely-to-end-
myanmars-crisis.html
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Myanmar’s junta uses identity documents as tools of genocide against Rohingya: report

Fortify Rights says the documents strip Rohingya of access to citizenship rights and
protections.

By Joshua Lipes |2022.06.07

A file photo shows a Rohingya man displaying an
identification card belonging to his late son whom he
said was slain by members of Myanmar's armed forces
in Rakhine state, during an interview at the Kutupalong
refugee camp in Bangladesh. AP Photo

Myanmar’s junta is using identity documents to carry
out a genocide of the ethnic Rohingya community,
much like the perpetrators of the Holocaust and Rwandan genocide, according to a new
report, which calls on the U.N. Security Council to refer the situation to the International
Criminal Court (ICC).

The 63-page report entitled “Genocide by Attrition: The Role of Identity Documents in
the Holocaust and the Genocides of Rwanda and Myanmar” and published Tuesday by
the Southeast Asian rights group Fortify Rights, details how the junta is forcing Rohingya
to obtain National Verification Cards (NVCs) that its authors say effectively strip them of
access to full citizenship rights and protections.

It also draws on case studies from the Holocaust and Rwandan genocides to demonstrate
how authoritarian regimes use such documents to “systematically identify, persecute,
and kill targeted populations on a widespread and massive scale.”

“Perpetrators have long used identification documents in the commission of genocide,”
said Ken Maclean, co-author of the report, senior advisor to Fortify Rights, and Clark
University Professor at the Strassler Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies, in a
statement accompanying the release of the report.

“Evidence from the Holocaust and Rwandan genocides show striking similarities with the
ongoing erasure of the Rohingya identity in Myanmar by the junta.”

The report found that identification cards such as those used during the Holocaust and
Rwandan genocides contributed to “genocide by attrition,” which it defined as “the
gradual destruction of a protected group by reducing their strength through
sustained, indirect methods of destruction.”

Such policies have long been in use in Myanmar and continue to play a role in the
ongoing genocide of the Rohingyas, the report said, citing interviews with more than 20
Rohingya-genocide survivors, leaked junta documents, and a media analysis of junta-
backed news outlets since the military’s Feb. 1, 2021 coup.

It said that Rohingya in Western Myanmar’s Rakhine state described how the junta forces
them to carry NVCs to prevent them from identifying as “Rohingya,” restrict their
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movement, and curtail their ability to earn a living, “creating conditions of life designed
to be destructive.” Instead, they are made to identify as “Bengali” immigrants from
Bangladesh in what the report said is a bid by authorities to exclude them from
citizenship and ethnicity within Myanmar.

The report cited the United Nations Office on Genocide Prevention’s findings that
increased politicization of identity and discriminatory measures targeting protected
groups are indicators in creating “an environment conducive to the commission of
atrocity crimes,” noting that similar legal and administrative tools were used to facilitate
the destruction of the Jewish and Tutsi populations, and are now being used against the
Rohingya.

“Rohingya continue to face existential threats under the military junta, an illegitimate
regime responsible for far-reaching atrocities,” said John Quinley, senior human rights
specialist at Fortify Rights and co-author of the report.

“The ongoing denial of Rohingya ethnicity and citizenship are indicators of genocide. The
[shadow] National Unity Government has committed to ensuring Rohingya citizenship
and inclusion. The junta, however, is still using coercive measures to force Rohingya to
identify as foreigners, erasing records of their existence.”

Myanmar immigration officials hand over an
identification document to a Rohingya woman at the
Taungpyoletwei town repatriation camp in Rakhine
state's Maungdaw township, near the Bangladesh
border, in a file photo. Credit: AFP

Holding the junta accountable

Fortify Rights said that while the connection between identification documents and
international crimes is well-recognized, some U.N. officials, embassies, and others in
Myanmar have failed to condemn the use of NVCs in targeting Rohingya. In some cases,
the group said, they have even endorsed the documents as a solution to the group’s
“statelessness.”

The report’s findings demonstrate links between the NVC process and acts of genocide
and should be a focus of investigations and legal proceedings, Fortify Rights said.

The violations documented in Genocide by Attrition demonstrate links between the NVC
process and genocidal acts and should be a focus of ongoing investigations and legal
proceedings, said Fortify Rights.

It called on U.N. member states to cut Myanmar’s junta off from access to arms, finances,
and political legitimacy, and urged the U.N. Security Council to refer the situation in the
country to the International Criminal Court (ICC).

“The Myanmar military junta poses an undeniable threat to international peace and
security,” said Fortify’s Quinley.
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“U.N. member states must wake up and act now to deny the junta the resources it craves
and to hold it accountable for all of its crimes including genocide.”

In 2016, a military crackdown forced some 90,000 Rohingya to flee Rakhine state and
cross into neighboring Bangladesh, while a larger one in 2017 in response to insurgent
attacks, killed thousands of members of the ethnic minority and led to an exodus of more
than 740,000 across the border.

Human rights groups have produced a trove of credible reports based on commercial
satellite imagery and extensive interviews with Rohingya about the operations in Rakhine
state in 2017, including arbitrary killings, torture, and mass rape.

Gambia has accused Myanmar’s military leadership of violating the 1948 Genocide
Convention in Rohingya areas in a case it brought to the Hague-based International Court
of Justice. The court is holding hearings to determine whether it has jurisdiction to judge
if atrocities committed there constituted a genocide.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/documents-06072022230004.html
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https://www.rfa.org/burmese/news/thailand-urged-to-let-un-evaluate-refugee-status-of-rohingya-

06072022161632.html
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