PEACE Info (June 4-6, 2022)

Civilian Suffering in Myanmar Northwest Highest as Regime War Crimes Continue
Pro-Junta Militia Extorting and Looting Locals in Upper Myanmar

Sagaing villagers accuse Myanmar junta troops of burning spree

Nearly 100 homes torched and three civilians killed in Myanmar military raid on
Sagaing village

Junta artillery shell kills three, including 8-year-old boy, in Sagaing village
Myanmar Junta Forces Kill Seven Civilians Including a Child in Sagaing Region
Local Resistance Force Kills Eight Junta Troops in Myanmar’s Yaw Region
Myanmar Resistance Destroys Trucks in Junta Convoy

Resistance forces intercept junta convoy, seize military trucks in Karenni State
Why thousands have left Myanmar’s military—and why most stay

Myanmar military forcibly recruits villagers into pro-junta militias

Myanmar Junta Says It Will Execute Two Prominent Democracy Activists

Death penalty confirmed to four people including U Phyo Zeya Thaw and U Jimmy :
Spokesman of SAC

Myanmar junta’s plan to execute political leaders greeted with outrage and warnings
Myanmar Junta’s Nod for Activists’ Death Sentences Draws Global Ire

UN troubled by Myanmar junta executions plan

Cambodia as ASEAN Chair: A Mid-Term Assessment on Myanmar

Myanmar Regime Unlikely to Grant Wa Statehood: Analysts

Myanmar junta seeks to divide and rule in EAO peace talks

Karenni CSOs Demand Humanitarian Aid For IDPs

KIO/KIA Collecting Taxes From Impoverished Northern Shan State Villagers
Myanmar's anti-narcotics task force seizes 1 min stimulant pills
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Civilian Suffering in Myanmar Northwest Highest as Regime War Crimes Continue

By THE IRRAWADDY |6 June 2022

Sagaing and Magwe regions and Chin State collectively have recorded the highest amounts
of civilian suffering as Myanmar’s junta has continued its war crimes and crimes against
humanity in anti-regime strongholds, according to international and domestic reports.

Junta troops repeatedly committed arbitrary killings, massacres, torture, bombardment and
burning civilian houses, leaving a large proportion of people displaced.

The areas are also hotbeds of armed resistance with the junta responding heavily, especially
in May when troops raided and torched villages nearly every day.

Upper Kin village in Kani Township, Sagaing Region,
on May 25 after regime forces torched houses. /
Chindwin Chit Thu

UNICEF’s most recent humanitarian report on
Myanmar said more than 320,900 civilians had been
displaced by the end of 2021.

“However, in the first quarter of 2022 this figure has more than doubled and, as of 23 May,
approximately 694,300 people have been internally displaced in Myanmar since the military
coup, with nearly 49 per cent of them (336,600 people) within the Sagaing Region,” it said.

The Institute for Strategy and Policy, a think tank in Myanmar, reported on Thursday that
following the coup until May 26, an estimated 22,299 buildings had been burned down and

damaged by the junta.

Incident Map: Number of houses burned down by Myanmar's
Military

Areas facing junta arson attacks. / Data for
Myanmar

Sagaing Region has suffered the worst, losing
15,530 houses and other buildings in arson attacks,
followed by Magwe with 4,822.

Between May 1 and 26, at least 7,662 buildings
were burned down across the country, including
5,337 houses in Sagaing and 2,143 in Magwe, the
group said.

Nearly 400 houses at 18 villages in the resistance
stronghold of Myaung Township, Sagaing Region,
were burned down between May 18 and 25, said
the institute.

Since the declaration of a people’s war by the

shadow National Unity Government (NUG) on September 7, 2021, the junta has stepped up
atrocities, including shelling residential areas, looting and burning houses, arbitrarily killing
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civilians and using them as human shields, especially in Chin, Sagaing, Magwe, Shan, Kayah
and Karen.

After facing difficulties in controlling these areas amid growing resistance from people’s
defense forces which were attacking military outposts, convoys, detachments, police
stations and collaborators, the regime began looting and torching villages, accusing
residents of sheltering resistance fighters.

On May 26 and 27, approximately 200 regime troops, including Pyu Saw Htee militia
members traveling south along the Chindwin river in seven motorboats, raided and burned
Kin and Upper Kin villages in Kani Township, Sagaing Region, without being attacked,
according to residents.

Zinkalae village, Mingin Township in Sagaing Region
after being burned down by junta soldiers in late
April. / UAG

After looting, troops burned 130 Upper Kin houses
and 210 in adjacent Kin and villagers’ motorboats.

During the Upper Kin raid, Ko Aung Than Maw, 28,
was captured and killed by junta troops, residents
said.

An Upper Kin villager, who saw the body, told The Irrawaddy on Thursday said it had lost
fingers and had numerous stab wounds in the chest. The victim’s head was also wounded.

In recent fighting in Kani, regime forces used drones and an MI-35 helicopter and seized
seven displaced civilians as human shields to deter resistance counterattacks.

Mass killings, in which almost 170 people have been killed in five separate massacres since
July 2021, have been reported with most of the killings taking place in Sagaing Region, said
U Aung Myo Min, the NUG’s human rights minister.

He said regime forces committed massacres in Sagaing and Magwe regions and Kayah, Chin
and Shan states with children among the victims.

Almost half of Bin Ywar was burned by junta troops
in Mingin Township, Sagaing Region, in February. /
Chindwin Chit Thu

The junta’s atrocities were also recorded in the anti-
regime strongholds of Kayah and Karen states.

The latest report by Amnesty International on May
31 said between last December and March the regime inflicted collective punishment on
civilian targets by relentlessly shelling residential areas and using airstrikes which kill
civilians and damage homes, schools, hospitals and religious buildings in Kayah and Karen
states.
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The atrocities have forcibly displaced more than 150,000 people in the states since the coup
in February 2021, according to the report. Kayah and Karen states have seen some of the
fiercest fighting since the coup as anti-regime fighters fight alongside more established
ethnic rebel groups.

Amnesty reported that air strikes killed nine civilians and wounded at least nine others,
saying it constituted “a new wave of war crimes and likely crimes against humanity”.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/civilian-suffering-in-myanmar-northwest-
highest-as-regime-war-crimes-continue.html

Pro-Junta Militia Extorting and Looting Locals in Upper Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 June 2022

Members of the pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee militia have been extorting money and looting from
villagers in Mingon (b) Village in Sagaing Region’s Kantbalu Township, according to locals.

Around 40 Pyu Saw Htee militia members, led by three regime soldiers, extorted money
from supporters of the National League for Democracy (NLD) in the village. Some 58
households out of over 200 were affected. The village is a Pyu Saw Htee stronghold.

“They extorted 100,000 kyats each from households who voted for the NLD [in the 2020
general election]. They asked for 500,000 kyats from some households whose family
members they dislike. They have often asked for 5,000 kyats or so from every household,” a
resident told The Irrawaddy.

The Pyu Saw Htee group runs a checkpoint outside the village. Militia members stay in a
house in the village that they have fortified with sandbags, according to villagers.

Mingon (b) Village NLD activist U Nyunt Win Naing said that Pyu Saw Htee militia vandalized
his house and stole two of his cows.

“l opened an NLD office at my house. They looted and smashed things in my house. | am
already in hiding, so | don’t know the extent of the damage. My niece and her husband were
taking care of my house. Pyu Saw Htee militia threatened them to leave. They grabbed a
pair of my cows and sold them,” he said.

Over 100 villagers have fled their homes because of the activities of the Pyu Saw Htee.

“People have fled because junta soldiers were searching houses in response to trumped-up
reports that villagers were financing a People’s Defense Force (PDF). They are frightened
because some of those detained were killed,” said a resident.

Villagers said that they have not been able to irrigate their paddy fields for the final phase of
planting before the rice harvest because of threats from militia members.

“The Pyu Saw Htee said farmers are not allowed to harvest, meaning that they will
confiscate the harvest. They should not do that to farmers who live in the same village as
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them, and some of the farmers are related to them. Most of the village residents do not
engage in political activities and there is no PDF here,” said U Nyunt Win Naing.

Residents claimed that the Pyu Saw Htee killed three villagers, and that their bodies were
not returned.

“They are doing as they please. They are deliberately bullying people out of personal
grudges, using the political partisanship as a pretext. The military has not carried out raids
or torched houses. But Pyu Saw Htee have torched and seized the paddy fields of farmers.
They killed a couple last month, and also abducted U Shan Maung and killed him,” said one
resident.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/pro-junta-militia-extorting-and-looting-locals-in-
upper-myanmar.html

Sagaing villagers accuse Myanmar junta troops of burning spree

By AFP | 05 June 2022

Drone footage shows columns of smoke rising into the sky
along the stretch of the Chindwin River in Myanmar’s
Sagaing region. Photo: AFP

Myanmar junta troops have torched hundreds of buildings
during a three-day raid in the country's north, local media
and residents said, as the military struggles to crush
resistance to its rule.

The Sagaing region has seen fierce fighting and bloody reprisals since the coup last year,
with local People's Defence Force (PDF) members clashing regularly with junta troops.

Analysts say the informal militia has surprised junta forces with its effectiveness, and the
military has on numerous occasions called in air strikes to support its troops on the ground.

Troops torched hundreds of buildings in the villages of Kinn, Upper Kinn and Ke Taung over
three days last week, locals and media reports said.

On 26 May, villagers in Kinn fled as soldiers approached and began shooting into the air,
said one resident who requested anonymity.

'The next morning we saw smoke rising from our village before they left.

'Over 200 houses were burned down... my house was totally burned down, only the
concrete foundation is left.'

Drone footage purporting to show the aftermath obtained by AFP showed columns of
smoke rising into the sky from the villages, set along a roughly eight-kilometre stretch of the
Chindwin River.

A health clinic seen in the video matched the geolocation of one in Ke Taung village.

Page 6 of 67


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/pro-junta-militia-extorting-and-looting-locals-in-upper-myanmar.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/pro-junta-militia-extorting-and-looting-locals-in-upper-myanmar.html
https://www.mizzima.com/author/afp-0

AFP digital verification reporters confirmed the footage had not appeared online before last
week but could not independently verify reports from the region.

Soldiers 'raided and destroyed our houses', said Ke Taung villager Aye Tin, who requested to
use a pseudonym.

'And they also burned motor boats that we use for transport and for carrying food for our
village, including my boat.

'My life is ruined, as | have lost my home... and | nothing left to do for a living.'

Satellite images from US space agency NASA showed fires in locations that matched Ke
Taung and Kinn villages last week.

The junta has previously rebuffed claims its troops have torched houses, accusing 'terrorist'
PDF fighters of starting the fires.

In a speech on Tuesday, junta chief Min Aung Hlaing said 'efforts were made to minimise the
casualties as much as possible in performing the counterattacks to terror acts.'

'Now, the country is in tranquility,' he said, according to state newspaper the Global New
Light of Myanmar.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/sagaing-villagers-accuse-myanmar-junta-troops-burning-
spree

Nearly 100 homes torched and three civilians killed in Myanmar military raid on Sagaing
village

A local source described the column behind the raid as possessing advanced weaponry and
speculated that it may be a ‘special operations force” moving through the region

Khin YiYiZaw | Published on Jun 6, 2022

Kyauk Taing village pictured after the June 2 raid
(Supplied)

A junta attack on a village in Sagaing Region’s
Wetlet Township on June 2 left some 97 homes
burned and three people dead, according to locals
who spoke to Myanmar Now two days after the
assault.

The civilians’ bodies were found the evening
following the raid inside the charred remains of homes in Kyauk Taing village. Among them
was a 60-year-old paraplegic man who residents identified as Pho Khe.

Dr Naing Aung, a parliamentarian for Wetlet ousted in last year’s coup, said that one of the
other bodies belonged to a man who appeared to have suffered head injuries and bruising,
and was disfigured beyond recognition.
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He told Myanmar Now that villagers believed the third body, also burned, belonged to a
woman named Aye Nu, whose age was not confirmed at the time of reporting.

“l think she ran into the junta column while trying to flee. They killed her and crushed her
under a motorcycle, and put a pile of wood on top which they burned,” he said.

The 70-soldier military column that carried out the attack moved north from Kyauk Taing
hours after the raid, reportedly heading to the village of Myin Thei. It is believed they also
set fire to homes in that community, but Myanmar Now was unable to verify the extent of
the damage.

Thousands of locals from seven area villages including Kyauk Taing and Myin Thei had been
displaced by troop movements and assaults in the region.

The column in question departed Wetlet town on May 28 and subsequently raided the
villages of U Ti Kone, Tei Taw and U Yin Thar before targeting Kyauk Taing, engaging in
several clashes with local anti-junta defence forces along the eastern shore of the Muu River
during the period in question.

Dr Naing Aung said that the soldiers were in possession of advanced weaponry, including
artillery shells, anti-drone weapons, and sniper rifles, and appeared to be highly trained in
combat.

“I think that this column is a special operations force. They’re completely different from the
ones we have seen before. They used different tactics, as well,” he said.

Junta officials did not respond to calls for comment.

Monitoring group Data for Myanmar has stated that, as of April, some 11,470 homes had
been burned by the military and their allies since the February 2021 coup, and that more
than half of these houses were in Sagaing.

In press conferences, military council spokesperson Zaw Min Tun has repeatedly denied that
the junta’s forces are responsible for the attacks, instead accusing resistance groups of
setting the fires.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/nearly-100-homes-torched-and-three-civilians-
killed-in-myanmar-military-raid-on-sagaing-village

Junta artillery shell kills three, including 8-year-old boy, in Sagaing village

The boy and his mother and grandfather died after junta troops fired on their home during a
clash with a local defence force

Thura Maung | Published on Jun 4, 2022

An eight-year-old child was killed along with his mother and grandfather when an artillery
shell fired by junta troops hit their home in central Sagaing Region on Wednesday.
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Zin Bhone, 8, Lei Lei Soe, 26, and Soe Kyaw, 53, were all
killed by a junta artillery shell in Koe Taung Boet, a village
in Sagaing Region’s Kanbalu Township, on June 1
(Supplied)

The victims were identified as Zin Bhone, his mother Lei
Lei Soe, 26, and his grandfather Soe Kyaw, 53, from the
village of Koe Taung Boet in northern Kanbalu Township.

The shelling happened during a clash between junta troops stationed in the village and
members of a local defence force called KTB-R.

Over 80 junta troops had been occupying the village and some 50 of them left for the town
of Kawlin, about 11km north of Koe Taung Boet, on Wednesday, according to Ko Chit, a
leader of the KTB-R.

Members of the defence group then entered the village and launched attacks on the
remaining junta troops, who had positioned themselves in trenches in the north of the
village, said Ko Chit.

An artillery shell fired by junta troops from outside the village hit the house of the victims,
he added.

“They were inside their home, but the heavy artillery shells that the military fired fell right
on the house. We were unable to save them as we were busy fighting and it was already
night,” Ko Chit told Myanmar Now.

The clash escalated after the incident and continued until Friday, he added.

“The battle on June 1 wasn’t that fierce. It was just us trying to close in on them. But the day
after they killed the family, we attacked them from all directions and they fought back from
the trenches,” Ko Chit said.

The soldiers had been stationed in Koe Taung Boet since late March and had dug trenches
and built communication tunnels there, essentially creating a small base, according to Ko
Chit.

However, most of the soldiers stayed in the houses of displaced villagers until Wednesday,
when those who remained behind after around 50 of them left took up position in the
trenches.

“They were firing at us from their camp, but we had them surrounded from both inside and
outside of the village,” said the KTB-R leader.

Koe Taw Boet is a village of around 2,000 households. Most of its inhabitants have fled the
area due to the clashes.

On February 4, a junta column coming south from Kawlin clashed with the village’s defence
forces, killing 16 resistance fighters, according to KTB-R.
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Sagaing Region has been a major stronghold of Myanmar’s armed resistance movement
against the military regime that seized power in a coup early last year.

The military has been accused of raiding and burning villages in many parts of the region in a
bid to crush resistance to its rule. There have also been numerous reports of junta soldiers
using villagers as human shields and then executing them.

Zaw Min Tun, the regime’s spokesperson, has repeatedly rejected allegations of military
atrocities, but seldom comments on individual cases.

The junta has also imposed a communications blackout across a wide area of the region, as
well as in parts of neighbouring Magway Region, as it steps up its offensives in these areas.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-artillery-shell-kills-three-including-8-year-
old-boy-in-sagaing-village

Myanmar Junta Forces Kill Seven Civilians Including a Child in Sagaing Region
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 June 2022

At least seven civilians, including a child and two senior citizens, have been killed by
Myanmar regime forces over the last week in three Sagaing Region townships.

On early Saturday morning, Daw Shi, a 78-year-old-women who had been left behind by
people fleeing Thargaya Village in Sagaing’s Khin-U Township, was found dead after 100
military regime soldiers raided and torched the village, according to residents.

Regime forces raided the village last Thursday night and torched homes the following
morning. Around 60 houses were burned down in the arson attacks.

“Without any clashes, they [regime troops] entered the village opening fire. The victim died
in the arson attacks as she was too ill to run away,” said a villager.

The villagers also lost food supplies, cows and harvested rice in the arson attacks.

On June 1, a family of three including a child died when junta soldiers randomly shelled the
residential areas of Koehtaungboh Village in Sagaing’s Kantbalu Township with 60mm
mortar shells, said the Kantbalu Tiger Rangers, a local resistance group.

U Kyaw Soe, 56, his daughter Ma Lae Lae Soe, 26 and grandson Mg Zan Phone Pyae, 8, died
after their home was hit by mortar shells.

A combined force of local resistance groups attacked the regime troops on June 2 and 3 in
response to the arbitrary shelling, said the Kantbalu Tiger Rangers. During the fighting, three
helicopter gunships were employed to attack the resistance fighters.

“We attacked them as we couldn’t stand for their atrocities in the village. We had to retreat
when they used gunships” said Bo Tiger, a Kantbalau Tiger Rangers fighter.
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Three civilians including a woman and a senior citizen were murdered on June 2 by regime
soldiers during a raid on Kyauk Taing Village in Sagiang’s Wetlet Township, according to
locals and media reports.

Over 90 houses were burned down during the raid. Afterwards, the remains of a 60-year-old
male villager who had previously suffered a stroke were found in a torched house.

Locals said a female villager was also killed and burned along with her motorbike. The body
of an unidentified man who had suffered serious head injuries was also found in the village.

Junta troops have relentlessly committed atrocities against the civilian population in
Sagaing, including arbitrary killings, air and artillery strikes and the burning and looting of
houses and villages. The regime has also cut mobile phone and internet service in dozens of
Sagaing townships.

As of June 3, at least 1,887 people had been slain by junta forces, while almost 14,000
people including democratically-elected government leaders have been arrested or
detained since last year’s coup, said the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-forces-kill-seven-civilians-
including-a-child-in-sagaing-region.html

Local Resistance Force Kills Eight Junta Troops in Myanmar’s Yaw Region
By THE IRRAWADDY 6 June 2022

Around eight soldiers were killed in a mine attack in Gangaw Township, Magwe Region
during a junta offensive against the Yaw People’s Defense Force (YPDF) Battalion No. 1 last
weekend.

A front-line military convoy heading to Gangaw from Kyaw, a small town in the township,
planned to attack the YPDF battalion on Saturday morning. After receiving a tipoff, all of the
battalion’s personnel including its commander were evacuated before the junta soldiers
arrived.

Landmines were planted at the entrances and exits of the battalion’s base and at least five
exploded when the junta troops entered.

Ko Yaw Lay, the head of the YPDF, said, “Eyewitnesses said they carried away the bodies of
eight soldiers. Moreover, at least three soldiers were wounded during a guerilla attack by
the YPDF near Mae Village on the Pale-Gangaw Highway on the same day.”

On Sunday, the YPDF used mines to attack a convoy of nearly 100 military vehicles near Mae
Village, destroying a military vehicle and injuring at least five soldiers. That convoy had been
heading towards Gangaw from the military’s Northwestern Command Headquarters in
Monywa in Sagaing Region via the Pale-Gangaw Highway since May 27. It arrived in Kyaw
last week.
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“That convoy carrying supplies of food, ammunition and troops arrived in Gangaw on
Sunday and then left for Kyaw on Monday. Our Yaw region is the main gateway to Chin
State. There are a lot of People’s Defense Force groups in Yaw region and it is also a major
area for transportation. This may be why the military has been conducting more offensives
in our region recently,” Ko Yaw Lay said.

As the convoy was traveling to Gangaw Township, regime troops torched more than 100
houses in five villages on the Pale-Gangaw Highway last week. They also arrested 15 civilians
last weekend, according to local resistance forces.

Thousands of civilians from six villages in Tilin and Gangaw townships have been forced to
flee their houses since last week.

Yaw region is a geographically central area that includes Gangaw, Kyaw, Tilin and Saw
townships in Magwe Division.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/local-resistance-force-kills-eight-junta-troops-in-
myanmars-yaw-region.htmil

Myanmar Resistance Destroys Trucks in Junta Convoy

By NORA AUNG | 6 June 2022

Karenni resistance fighters seized two
military trucks, weapons, landmines and
anti-drone jammers on June 2 in Hpruso
township, Kayah State./ KNDF

Myanmar’s resistance forces in Kayah State
destroyed three military trucks and seized
two others containing weapons after
attacking a regime convoy.

Around 40 military trucks carrying
approximately 200 regime troops were attacked by the Karenni Nationalities Defense Force
(KNDF) and Karenni Army (KA) from Bawlakhe to Hpruso townships after May 30.

A KNDF spokesman told The Irrawaddy that the fighting was intense as the regime used
airstrikes.

The armed group said it seized two trucks, weapons, landmines and anti-drone jammers on
Thursday at the border of Bawlakhe and Hpruso townships.

On Friday evening, the resistance destroyed three trucks between Law Kyal Khu and Mar
Kha Yar Shel villages in Hpruso.

“At least 10 regime soldiers were killed but their bodies were put on trucks so we do not
know the exact numbers,” said a KNDF spokesman.
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The KNDF said two resistance fighters were lightly injured.
The convoy was reportedly supplying a Hpruso military training unit.

Bawlakhe to Hpruso is an hour’s drive but the convoy took six days because of repeated
ambushes.

On May 8, about 25 junta soldiers, including a lieutenant colonel, were killed when the
KNDF and KA attacked a convoy in Hpruso and four trucks were burned out.

Kayah fighting began more than a year ago with the junta using airstrikes and artillery. A
majority of the state’s 200,000 residents have been displaced.

In May there were about 61 battles reported in the state and approximately 107 junta
troops were killed and five Karenni resistance fighters seized. Less than 10 resistance
fighters were killed, the KNDF said on Thursday.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-resistance-destroys-trucks-in-junta-
convoy.html

Resistance forces intercept junta convoy, seize military trucks in Karenni State

A coalition of the Karenni Army and the KNDF ambush vehicles travelling along a junta
supply line, cutting off their route

Esther J | Published on Jun 6, 2022

Two junta trucks seized by the Karenni Army and
KNDF (Supplied)

A resistance alliance seized two military trucks and
multiple weapons from a junta convoy that they
ambushed in Karenni (Kayah) State’s Hpruso
Township over a period of three days last week,
the groups reported.

The Karenni Nationalities Defence Force (KNDF)
and the Karenni Army started a series of attacks on vehicles within the 28-vehicle convoy,
which was bringing military supplies from Bawlakhe to Hpruso, on May 31.

A junta column marching on foot ahead of the vehicles in order to secure the route for the
trucks clashed with the guerrilla forces in Hpruso’s Htar Le village that day. Several soldiers
were reportedly killed in the six-hour battle, according to KNDF information officer Khu
Reedu.

The next day, the convoy in question was attacked for a second time near Law Kyay Khu
village, three miles from Htar Le, and again in the same location on June 2 in a day-long
clash in which the junta launched multiple airstrikes at around 3pm.
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Weapons, ammunition and
supplies seized by the Karenni
Army and KNDF from the
military (Supplied)

Khu Reedu explained that the
KNDF and Karenni Army

- blocked the road ahead
before launching the attacks, cutting off some vehicles from the larger unit.

“The two trucks that we managed to seize were the ones that were catching up with the
convoy... As they retreated, we drove two of their trucks back to our base,” he said.

Photos seen by Myanmar Now indicated that in addition to the trucks, resistance forces
seized four rifles, an anti-drone weapon, and uniforms indicating that the troops were from
Light Infantry Division 66.

The KNDF spokesperson added that the junta abandoned multiple vehicles which they had
placed on the highway in an attempt to stop the resistance forces’ advances.

“Some of the trucks that they used to block the road were destroyed but there wasn't
anyone inside them. | think they went and hid somewhere more secure,” he said.

By noon on June 3, the convoy was effectively trapped around Law Kyay Khu and tension
remained high. Khu Reedu urged the public to avoid using the highway through the area.

He estimated that some 20 junta troops may have been killed during the clashes between
May 31 and June 2, but Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify the number of
casualties.

One resistance fighter was reportedly injured in the fighting.

Karenni Army and KNDF soldiers are pictured with
seized weapons, ammunition and supplies
(Supplied)

A member of the Karenni Army told Myanmar Now
that they had anticipated the arrival of the convoy
for around a week after receiving intel concerning
troop movements.

Junta forces typically traveI between the No. 14 military training center in Hpruso to
Bawlakhe Township, where a tactical base is located, in order to resupply their troops.

The Karenni Army and KNDF coalition also attacked a junta convoy of 39 vehicles heading
towards Bawlakhe on the same highway on May 22.

Military jets have reportedly been seen hovering over the state in recent days, with
members of the resistance speculating that the junta has been transporting staff to serve in
its administrative mechanism in Bawlakhe and Hpasawng townships.
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According to a June 3 KNDF statement, the military fired heavy artillery around villages in
Loikaw township, injuring one man and two women.

Junta forces have also been carrying out assaults on Karenni villages in southern Shan State
since last month, including those along the eastern shores of Pekhon Lake, as well as Ma
Hkay Hkam, Saung Nang Khae and Nang Paw Lon, all located along the military’s route into
neighbouring Karenni State.

Similar attacks have been occurring in Demoso Township, the KNDF reported, with the
military occupying the village of Daw Ngan Khar.

The junta does not typically release information on its activities or movements in Karenni
State.

Some 61 battles took place between the KNDF and the military in May, according to a
statement released by the group on June 2. Some five troops were taken prisoner and 107
believed to have been killed, the report said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/resistance-forces-intercept-junta-convoy-seize-
military-trucks-in-karenni-state

Why thousands have left Myanmar’s military—and why most stay

While discontent is rife within the ranks, few soldiers are willing to risk the consequences of
defecting

Zaw Ye Thwe | Published on Jun 5, 2022
if‘ Commando soldiers stand ready for a drill during a
R 8 joint military exercises in the Ayeyarwaddy Region

in February 2018 (EPA)

As a boy, Zay Thu Aung was obsessed with the flying
scenes in movies and in his favourite show, Power
Rangers. It seemed only natural, then, that he
would grow up to become a fighter pilot.

B\ A o ”
“It was my grandfather who wanted me to join the military after graduating from high
school. If | wanted to be a pilot, he said, | would have to go into the armed forces,” the 35-

year-old former air force captain recalled.

He never regretted his decision to take that advice, despite the corruption he encountered
inside Myanmar’s most powerful institution. He always believed that reform was possible,
and that the military would one day be truly worthy of respect.

But all that changed after last year’s coup, when the country’s generals, after showing signs
of moving in the right direction—away from total political control and towards greater
openness—reversed course and seized power again.
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Watching as the newly installed regime rounded up Myanmar’s elected leaders and
ruthlessly crushed protests, he knew there was no reason to believe it would ever change its
ways. And so he eventually decided to abandon a career he loved and join the Civil
Disobedience Movement (CDM) against military rule.

But while the junta’s leaders are a lost cause, Zay Thu Aung remains convinced that the tide
is turning against them—not just in society at large, but also within the ranks of the armed
forces.

“The country is changing, and so is the military,” he said, suggesting that there is growing
discontent with the status quo among his fellow soldiers.

“Low-ranking soldiers and government workers are also victims of this system. They, too,
have been sacrificed,” he explained.

This is why, he said, many continue to leave the military despite the regime’s efforts to get
them to stay and “save the country” from those opposed to its rule.

According to the shadow National Unity Government (NUG), soldiers are abandoning their
battalions and handing over their weapons to resistance forces on an almost daily basis.

In a statement released in April, the NUG claimed that more than 3,000 soldiers had joined
the CDM since the coup, while well over double this number of police have also defected. In
addition, it said, thousands more have simply deserted rather than serve under the current
regime.

Soldiers march at a military parade in Naypyitaw on
March 27, 2022 (EPA)
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SIS TN  [caders are not the only reasons so many have
turned their backs on the armed forces—and why

many others would like to do the same.

There is also a prevailing sense that those who serve in the military are expected not only to
put their lives on the line, but also to allow themselves to be exploited.

In the military, people learn to exploit each other — a defected army captain

For decades, rank-and-file soldiers have been expected to hand over part of their meagre
salaries to the Myanma Economic Holdings Co, Ltd (MEHL). Since its establishment in 1990,
this military-owned conglomerate has played a major role in enriching top generals while
paying modest dividends to those serving under them.

According to Lin Htet Aung, an army captain who defected last year, refusing to “invest” in
MEHL is not an option.
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“If we didn’t let them have our money, we would get a verbal warning, and then we would
face disciplinary action. That meant that we would no longer be considered for promotion,”
he said.

The amount of money each soldier is required to provide is not insignificant: Low-ranking
troops, who are paid as little as 144,000 kyat (less than $80) a month, must maintain a 1.5m
kyat (nearly $850) stake in the company—almost a year’s wages.

MEHL was ostensibly created for the benefit of everyone serving in the military, but except
for those at the highest echelons, few see any real return on their investment. Impoverished
military families depend heavily on the payouts they normally receive from the company
every September, and when these fail to materialise—as they have since last year—it only
adds to their hardships.

Of course, if a soldier desperately needs his money, he can always get it back—if he’s
prepared to pay a substantial bribe.

“There have been cases of soldiers paying 500,000 kyat just so they could get their 1.5m
kyat back. So you are giving your savings to people who just want to take advantage of you,”
said Zin Yaw, another army captain who has joined the CDM.

“In the military, people learn to exploit each other,” he added.

But MEHL is not the only company that profits off of soldiers. Another is the Aung Myint
Moh Min Insurance Co., Ltd., owned by Aung Pyae Sone, the 38-year-old son of none other
than Min Aung Hlaing, the mastermind behind the 2021 putsch.

Founded in November 2012, a year and a half after Min Aung Hlaing was named
commander-in-chief, the Aung Myint Moh Min Insurance Company counts ever member of
Myanmar’s military among its customers.

Unlike MEHL, which at least pays out once a year, Aung Myint Moh Min only refunds
premiums paid for compulsory life insurance plans after five years.

“We have to pay for five years. If nothing happens to us after five years, they will return the
same amount of money to us, without interest,” said Zin Yaw.

As a captain, Zin Yaw had to pay 25,000 kyat of his 360,000 kyat salary each month. Enlisted
men at the lowest pay grade paid 40,000 kyat every four months.

Sometimes, he said, he had to explain to his subordinates how the company’s life insurance
scheme works.

“The soldiers asked me when they would get their money back. | told them they would get it
all back after five years—the same amount they paid out. If you want a profit, you need to
die within those five years. When | told them that, they just said, “‘What good is it to us
then? It’s useless after we die,” he said.

“Our commanders were told to ‘convince’ us to buy the insurance plans, but it was more
like robbery. We were forced to pay,” he added.
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Reasons for staying

Despite being used in this way, many soldiers still find it difficult to leave the military. For
many, this is for purely practical reasons, but for others, it has more to do with the way
they’ve been trained to think.

According to many CDM soldiers, the junta brands defectors as the lowest of the low—as
traitors and maggots. Those who don’t remain loyal to the army are worthy only of
contempt.

“We are traitors in their eyes. If we were captured, we would be sentenced to death, a
punishment reserved for treason,” said Zin Yaw.

But even this is a best-case scenario. A more likely outcome of arrest, according to Zin Yaw,
is summary execution.

“Those who take their firearms and join the CDM can’t even expect to reach a military
tribunal. They would be accused of resisting arrest and shot dead on the spot,” he said.

As far as Myanmar’s military leaders are concerned, those who defect might as well not
exist at all.

Myanmar military chief Min Aung Hlaing walks
in front of high-ranking military officers as he
arrives to deliver a speech during a joint military
exercises in Ayeyarwaddy Region in February
2018 (EPA)

In March, the junta’s information minister,
Maung Maung Ohn, told foreign journalists that
| the military had lost only one or two “maggots”
over the past year, despite the many defectors who have come forward to publicly
denounce the regime.

For Zay Thu Aung, the air force captain, it was the knowledge that he would be disgraced in
the eyes of his fellow officers and the friends he made during his 18 years in the military
that prevented him from defecting sooner.

“Nobody likes being called a traitor. It's also hard to be labelled a criminal,” he said.

Despite this, however, many who have dedicated their lives to the military, including at least
three lieutenant colonels, have found ways to free themselves from its grip.

For those who can’t because of concern about the safety of their families or other
considerations, there is another option—becoming informants for the resistance. Known as
“watermelons” (military green on the outside but revolutionary red on the inside), these
hidden defectors also take great risks to oppose the regime.

For most, however, any form of defection is unimaginable. Indoctrinated to believe that the
military is the only thing holding Myanmar together (“The country is strong only when the
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military is strong,” as the slogan goes), and fearful of the consequences of perceived
disloyalty, they remain in the ranks, even when that means taking orders to attack civilians.

We are traitors in their eyes. If we were captured, we would be sentenced to death, a
punishment reserved for treason - a defected army captain

But even if it is only a small minority who actually defect, it is clear that the resistance
movement has taken a major toll on the junta’s capacity to continue to fight on multiple
fronts.

In addition to the losses caused by high casualty rates, the past year has also seen a
significant decline in recruitment due to the ongoing conflict. From the basic-training
schools where young recruits are told that “the military is your mother and the military is
your father” to the elite Defence Services Academy, enrolment is down dramatically since
the coup.

The resistance, meanwhile, remains a magnet for young people committed to ending
Myanmar’s decades of dictatorship once and for all.

Zay Thu Aung says that after seeing some of these resistance fighters in action, combatting a
vastly better-armed enemy but still inflicting real damage on its forces, he regretted his own
reluctance to join the CDM.

“I felt ashamed of myself after witnessing the situation here. | was ashamed to have joined
the CDM so late. When | saw the sacrifices made by these young fighters, it was really
surprising. And also a bit frightening,” he said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/why-thousands-have-left-myanmars-military-
and-why-most-stay

Myanmar military forcibly recruits villagers into pro-junta militias

Troops offer residents cash to join the Pyu Saw Htee and threaten arson if they refuse.

By RFA Burmese Service | 2022.06.06

Pyu Saw Htee fighters train at a shooting range
under the tutelage of junta soldiers, Feb. 11, 2022.
Photo: RFA

Myanmar’s military is sending troops to villages in
war-torn Sagaing region where the armed
resistance is strong and forcibly recruiting
residents into pro-junta militias, according to
sources in the area.

Residents of Sagaing fdld RFA’s Burmese Service on condition of anonymity that troops
have offered them money to join and train with the pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee militia and
threatened to burn down their villages if they don’t comply.
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A source from Kyunhla township’s Magyi Inn village wrote in a letter to RFA that one
military unit visited the area last week and demanded that 30 residents join the Pyu Saw
Htee. Troops said that if the recruits didn’t show up for training within a few days, they
would return and torch the entire tract.

RFA attempted to confirm the incident with residents of the village by phone, but they
refused to comment, citing fear of reprisal.

A resident of Taze township told RFA that troops recently armed villagers in the area and
paid them to recruit others in the fight against pro-democracy People’s Defense Force
(PDF) paramilitaries.

“Pyu Saw Htee groups have been set up in many villages of Kanbalu and Taze townships,
as well as those in the Mu River valley,” he said.

“In those villages, people joined them because they were paid and provided weapons.
When they were sent elsewhere, they acted abusively because they had received armed
training. In some places, they ended up extorting money from people and now are more
like bandits.”

RFA was unable to independently confirm the resident’s claim that villagers were being
paid to join the Pyu Saw Htee.

Residents of Taze told RFA that there are “about 400 Pyu Saw Htee fighters” based in the
eastern part of their township and neighboring Kanbalu.

Around 500 homes in Taze’s Ywah Shay village were set on fire by a joint force of military
troops and Pyu Saw Htee militiamen on June 1, they said, although it was not
immediately clear whether the arson was connected to a recruitment campaign.

An aerial view of Chaung Oo village, in Sagaing
region's Pale township, where junta troops and Pyu
Saw Htee fighters burned more than 300 homes, Dec.
18, 2021. Credit: RFA

Targeting two regions

Data for Myanmar, a research group that studies the
impact of conflict on communities, also said the burning of villages in Sagaing and
neighboring Magway region are the work of the military and Pyu Saw Htee. More than
11,400 homes have been destroyed in the regions since the military’s Feb. 1, 2021 coup,
the group said.

Residents in Sagaing and Magway regions claim that the military pays Pyu Saw Htee
members 7,000 kyats (U.S. $4) a day.

A spokesman for the PDF in Magway’s Yezagyo township told RFA that the military is
using Pyu Saw Htee units “to oppress the people.”
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“To say it bluntly, Pyu Saw Htees are asked to do the dirty work because the military
doesn’t want their name tarnished,” he said.

“These Pyu Saw Htees are mostly supporters of the military. They are given training and
armed and are sent to the head of troop columns. It’s dangerous. In other words, they
are being used as human shields.”

A resident of Sagaing, who also declined to be named, told RFA that he had seen Pyu Saw
Htees carrying military-grade weaponry, including automatic rifles and carbines and even
grenade launchers.

Asked about the reports, junta Deputy Information Minister Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun, told
RFA last week that there “are no such thing” as Pyu Saw Htees and claimed the military is
forming militia groups so that residents can protect their own villages from the PDF,
which the military has labeled a terrorist group.

“If there is a real need, we will provide training first. During the training, they learned
how to shoot,” he said.

“But it is not just a matter of armed training. There are duties and responsibilities to be
assumed. There are rules to be followed, just like a soldier does. We are working for
peace in the community in a systematic way.”

He did not comment on allegations that members of the Pyu Saw Htee are paid by the
military.

Forming a proxy force

After the military coup, Pyu Saw Htee militias were formed in villages which formerly
supported the military and the military proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party
(USDP).

Observers say the Pyu Saw Htee act as a proxy force for the military and are responsible
for some of the junta’s worst abuses against civilians, including looting and arson,
arbitrary arrests, torture, and execution.

RFA documented at least 74 civilian deaths linked to pro-military groups such as the Pyu
Saw Htee in Myanmar in May alone.

USDP spokesman Nanda Hla Myint has told RFA that although party members had not
been instructed to take up arms against the opposition, the party leadership will not stop
them from doing so.

Zaw Zaw, a resident of Sagaing’s Pale township said that although not every USDP
member is Pyu Saw Htee, Pyu Saw Htee units are mainly comprised of USDP members.

“Some of them, mostly hardliners, go to Pyu Saw Htee training. In some villages, people
who were accused as ‘Dalans’ (military informers) flee and join them,” he said.

“These kinds of people have been involved in election campaigns for years. They are not
actually USDP members but most of them are very supportive of the USDP.”

Page 21 of 67



Min Zaw Oo, executive director of the Myanmar Institute for Peace and Security (MIPS),
said the formation of proxy armed groups like the Pyu Saw Htee is a military strategy with
a long history in the country.

“It seems junta leaders were hesitant in the beginning, as they weren’t sure whether they
could trust the villagers not to turn against them when they were given weapons,” he
said.

“In the beginning, there were no guns, but later — especially in 2022 — more groups were
armed.”

According to a recent report by the Institute for Strategic Studies (ISP Myanmar), at least
5,646 people were killed in clashes across the country between Feb. 1, 2021 and May 10,
2022.

Security forces have killed at least 1,905 civilians and arrested 14,018 others in the 16
months since the coup, mostly during peaceful anti-junta protests, according to
Thailand’s Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/recruits-06062022194237.html|

Myanmar Junta Says It Will Execute Two Prominent Democracy Activists
By AFP | 4 June 2022

YANGON—Myanmar’s junta will execute a former lawmaker from Aung San Suu Kyi’s party
and a prominent democracy activist, both of whom were convicted of terrorism, in the
country’s first judicial executions since 1990, a spokesman told AFP on Friday.

Four people, including former MP Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw and democracy activist Ko Jimmy,
“who were sentenced to death will be hanged according to prison procedures”, junta
spokesman Zaw Min Tun told AFP.

The junta has sentenced dozens of anti-coup activists to death as part of its crackdown on
dissent after seizing power last year, but Myanmar has not carried out an execution for
decades.

Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, a former lawmaker from Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy who
was arrested in November, was sentenced to death in January for offences under anti-
terrorism laws.

Prominent democracy activist Kyaw Min Yu — better known as “Ko Jimmy” — received the
same sentence from the military tribunal.

“They continued the legal process of appealing and sending a request letter for the
amendment of the sentence,” the spokesman said.
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“But the court rejected their appeal and request. There is no other step after that,” he
added.

Two other men, who were convicted and sentenced to death for killing a woman they
alleged was an informer for the junta in Yangon, will also be executed, the spokesman said.

No date has been set for the executions, Zaw Min Tun said.

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres condemned the junta’s decision, calling
it “a blatant violation to the right to life, liberty and security of person”, according to his
spokesman Stephane Dujarric.

Guterres called for the two pro-democracy activists to be released and all the charges
against them to be dropped.

“The Secretary-General considers that the death penalty cannot be reconciled with full
respect for the right to life,” Dujarric told reporters.

“Abolition is necessary and desirable for the enhancement of human dignity and the
progressive development of human rights.”

A spokesperson for Amnesty International called on the junta to “immediately drop such
plans and for the international community to step up its efforts to intervene”.

‘Fuel to the fire’

The junta’s decision to “move towards executing two prominent political leaders will be like
pouring gasoline on the fire of popular anti-military resistance in the country”, said Phil
Robertson, a deputy director at Human Rights Watch.

“Such a move will also lead to global condemnation and cement the junta’s reputation as
among the worst of the worst human rights abusers in Asia.”

Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw had been accused of orchestrating several attacks on regime forces,
including a gun attack on a commuter train in Yangon in August that killed five policemen.

A hip-hop pioneer whose subversive rhymes irked the previous junta, he was jailed in 2008
for membership of an illegal organisation and possession of foreign currency.

He was elected to parliament representing Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s NLD in the 2015
elections, which ushered in a transition to civilian rule.

The country’s military alleged voter fraud during elections in 2020 — which the NLD won by
a landslide — as justification for its coup on February 1 last year.

Suu Kyi has been detained ever since and faces a slew of charges in a junta court that could
see her face a prison sentence of more than 150 years.

Ko Jimmy, who rose to prominence during Myanmar’s 1988 student uprising against the
country’s previous military regime, was arrested in an overnight raid in October.
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The junta issued an arrest warrant for him last year, alleging he had incited unrest with his
social media posts.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-says-it-will-execute-two-
prominent-democracy-activists.html

Death penalty confirmed to four people including U Phyo Zeya Thaw and U Jimmy :
Spokesman of SAC

PUBLISHED | 4 JUNE 2022

=ummm Spokesman of State Administration
S=" Council (SAC) Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun
'~ was cited as saying the decision to
¢ carry out the hangings was confirmed
___; after the legal appeals by the four
:.:I _ were rejected.

Concerning the news of four people who were sentenced to death, he said that the
execution will go ahead in accordance with prison procedures.

Other two men who were sentenced to death were Hla Myo Aung aka Wat Gyi and Aung
Thura Zaw aka Gatone aka Thura. They were convicted of killing a woman from east Hlaing
Tharyar Township; they believed was an informer for the military.

A statement concerning death sentence given to Phyo Zeya Thaw and Kyaw Min Yu aka
Jimmy was issued. He was given sentence to death on January 21. It is not important that
the death sentence was given or not. What important is to carry out the death sentence.
They continued the legal process of appealing and sending a request letter for the
amendment of the sentence. But the court rejected their appeal and request. There is no
other step after that, he continued.

Phyo Zeya Thaw aka Maung Kyaw was arrested at Yadanar Hninsi Housing, Yadar Road,
Dagon Seikkan Township on November 18 with arms and ammunitions. He was arrested
together with two pistols, 48 rounds of 9mm ammunition, one M16 gun, 74 rounds of 5.56
ammunition.

Kyaw Min Yu aka Ko Jimmy was arrested at No-109, Pinglon Housing, 27 ward, North Dagon
Myothit Township with 6 AK-47s, 18 M-16s and 2-12 bolt guns, one homemade gun and 18
magazines. He was given sentence under Section 49 (a) of Counter-Terrorism law, assisting
terrorists, Unlawful association act, Arms act and explosive substances act.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/death-penalty-confirmed-to-four-people-including-u-
phyo-zeya-thaw-and-u-jimmy-spokesman-of-sac
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Myanmar junta’s plan to execute political leaders greeted with outrage and warnings

Executing veteran activist Ko Jimmy and NLD MP Phyo Zayar Thaw will only add fuel to the
fire already engulfing the country, say regime opponents

Sa Thant Zin | Published on Jun 6, 2022
Ko Jimmy and Phyo Zayar Thaw

The Myanmar regime’s announcement on Friday
that it will go ahead with the execution of two
prominent leaders accused of treason and
terrorism was greeted over the weekend by a
loud chorus of condemnation.

At a press conference on Friday, junta spokesperson General Zaw Min Tun said that appeals
against the death sentences imposed on Ko Jimmy, a veteran of the 1988 pro-democracy
uprising, and Phyo Zayar Thaw, a hip-hop artist and National League for Democracy (NLD)
MP, had been rejected, paving the way for their execution.

The two men, who were sentenced to death in January for allegedly plotting to carry out
attacks on regime targets, have been in military custody since their capture late last year.
Two other men, Hla Myo Aung and Aung Thura Zaw, are also set to face execution for
murdering military informants, Zaw Min Tun told reporters.

The announcement came as a surprise in a country where it has been decades since a
death-row prisoner has actually been put to death.

In a joint statement signed by nearly 200 civil society organisations, Norway-based legal
analyst Min Lwin Oo noted that the haste with which the appeals were rejected was
“unprecedented”.

“Normally, the appeals process for death sentence takes up to three to five years through
different courts and at least four to five years to go through state leaders. Such a fast-track
process is unprecedented,” he was quoted as saying in the statement, which

was released by the umbrella group Progressive Voice of Myanmar.

According to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP), one of the signatories
of the statement, a total of 114 political prisoners, including two minors, have been handed
death sentences by the regime.

Kyi Myint, another legal expert who is also a well-known political analyst, told Myanmar
Now that the move would likely ignite a major backlash against the regime.

“There will be unimaginably big repercussions and serious acts of revenge,” he said. “They
will be even more hated by the public.”

He also pointed out that because last year’s military coup violated Myanmar’s 2008
constitution, the current head of the regime, Senior-General Min Aung Hlaing, could also be
accused of committing treason.
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“This is all the more heartbreaking because the real traitors of the country are planning to
execute innocent people for treachery,” he said.

Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government (NUG) also warned that executing two of
the country’s best-known political dissidents would only provoke outrage among activists
and ordinary citizens alike.

“If they actually go ahead and hang them, the military will face even greater resistance.
They need to understand that the more they try to instil fear in Myanmar’s people, the

stronger the people’s movement becomes,” said Aung Myo Min, the NUG’s minister for
human rights.

On Saturday, the Myanmar Defence Force, an armed resistance group based in Sagaing
region, echoed this sentiment with a statement warning that it would take “appropriate
action” if the executions are carried out.

There was also widespread international condemnation of the move.

At a press briefing on Friday, Stéphane Dujarric, the spokesperson for United Nations
Secretary-General Anténio Guterres, called the planned executions a “blatant violation to
the right to life, liberty and security of person, as per Article 3 of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights.”

Saying the UN chief was “deeply troubled” by the news, Dujarric also reiterated his calls for
“the immediate release of all political prisoners in Myanmar.”

According to AAPP figures, 10,903 people arrested since last year’s coup remain behind
bars.

France’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs also weighed in on what it called the regime’s “abject
decision” to reinstitute the execution of convicted prisoners.

“The violation of the de facto moratorium regarding the death sentence that has existed for
more than 30 years in the country represents a major setback,” it said in a statement
released on Saturday.

Meanwhile, on Monday, US State Department spokesperson Ned Price tweeted that “The
United States strongly condemns the Burmese military regime’s reported plans to execute
pro-democracy and opposition leaders, exemplifying the regime's disregard for human
rights and the rule of law.”

Ko Jimmy and Phyo Zayar Thaw were both found guilty by junta-controlled courts of
violating sections 49a, 50i and 50j of Myanmar’s Counterterrorism Law. The regime claims
they were in possession of weapons at the time of their arrest and had also instructed
others to carry out acts of terrorism.

The junta stepped up its use of the death penalty last year as part of its effort to crack down
on anti-coup protests. However, judicial executions have rarely been carried out during
Myanmar’s decades of military rule.

Page 26 of 67


https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/death-sentences-the-juntas-latest-tactic-to-instill-fear

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-juntas-plan-to-execute-political-
leaders-greeted-with-outrage-and-warnings

Myanmar Junta’s Nod for Activists’ Death Sentences Draws Global Ire
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 June 2022

Ire and condemnation have grown both locally and internationally over the Myanmar
junta’s decision to execute a former lawmaker from ousted State Counselor Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi’s party and a veteran democracy activist in what will be the country’s first judicial
execution of political dissidents in four decades.

Junta spokesman Zaw Min Tun told local media on Friday the regime had approved orders
to carry out the death sentences of four people, including former MP Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw
and democracy activist Ko Jimmy, also known as Kyaw Min Yu. The spokesman said the
junta-controlled judiciary had already rejected appeals against the death sentences by the
two men. With all avenues for appeal thus exhausted, they would be hanged soon according
to prison procedures, he said.

The two were arrested late last year in their hideouts in Yangon and were given death
sentences on terrorism charges in January by a military tribunal for masterminding armed
resistance operations in Yangon.

Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, 40, a hip-hop pioneer, was jailed by the previous military regime in
2008 for forming an underground youth organization known for using guerrilla tactics to
distribute subversive material opposing the then junta. He was elected to the Union
Parliament in the 2015 general election representing the National League for Democracy
(NLD) of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. Ko Jimmy, 53, is a leading member of the 88 Generation
Students Group, which rose to prominence during the 1988 student uprising against the
then junta. He was also jailed at that time for his anti-regime activism.

The two other men, Hla Myo Aung and Aung Thura Zaw, were earlier sentenced to death for
killing a woman who was an alleged military informant.

The four are the first to have their sentences approved among 114 prisoners including
students and anti-coup activists—two of whom are minors—who have been condemned to
death since the coup. The condemned prisoners were subjected to unfair trials, and denied
their legal rights to counsel and to defend themselves, for their roles in the revolutionary
movement against the junta.

On Monday, 199 international and Myanmar non-governmental organizations and civil
society groups jointly condemned the execution orders and called for the four to receive
justice, for the law to be respected and for an end to execution orders.

Below are some other responses from the United Nations, the international community and
Myanmar democratic forces against the junta’s decision and calls for it to be reversed.

General Gun Maw
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Kachin Independence Army (KIA) vice chair

“l am not talking about the judicial system, nor about who is right or who is wrong. But |
wish to avoid an unforgivable mistake,” Gen. Gun Maw said in a handwritten letter posted
on his account.

Stephane Dujarric
Spokesperson for the UN Secretary-General

“We are deeply troubled by the Myanmar military’s decision to proceed with the execution
of two pro-democracy activists after they received death sentences. This is a blatant
violation of the right to life, liberty and security of person,” the spokesperson said in a
briefing, referring to an article in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Parallel National Unity Government’s Ministry of Justice

“Death sentences imposed by the junta courts on Ko Jimmy, Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw and other
civilians are a clear violation of Myanmar’s existing laws and international laws. Exercising
the judiciary lawlessly and with a grudge and resentment to uphold the death penalty is
committing a grave crime. We hereby announced that all verdicts handed down by the
terrorist junta-controlled courts are invalid... The terrorist regime will be held fully
responsible for any consequences,” the ministry said. It also warned that collaborators of
the junta would be punished.

Ned Price
US Department of State spokesperson

“The United States strongly condemns the Burmese military regime’s reported plans to
execute pro-democracy and opposition leaders, exemplifying the regime’s disregard for
human rights and the rule of law. We urge the release of all unjustly detained.”

U Ko Ko Gyi

Former leading member of the 88 Generation Students Group, current chairman of the
People’s Party

“The death penalty is normally upheld only after the final appeal to the president. This is
also a time full of legal and political controversies. And thus this [the execution order]
should be seriously considered, including the political consequences [that the junta will
face]. Personally, as a comrade who worked with him [Ko Jimmy] for a long time, and as we
are fathers who have daughters, it dismays me,” U Ko Ko Gyi told BBC Burmese.

Phil Robertson
Deputy director of US-based Human Rights Watch (HRW)

“[The] Myanmar junta’s move towards executing two prominent political leaders will be like
pouring gasoline on the fire of popular anti-military resistance in the country.”

Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP)

Page 28 of 67



“A junta council working to carry out an execution like this, is an unforgiveable act, and clear
proof of utter disregard for the will of the international community who wish to return
Burma [Myanmar] to democracy, as well as to ASEAN who wish to resolve the issue through
the Five-Point Consensus.” The AAPP added that the junta’s execution announcement was
an attempt to challenge and destroy future national reconciliation, including the stability of
the country.

Spokesperson of the French Ministry for Foreign affairs

“France condemns in the strongest terms the decision announced by the military regime
formed by the 1 February 2021 coup in Myanmar to execute four people, including the
writer Kyaw Min Yu Ko, known as Ko Jimmy, and the former NLD MP Phyo [Zeyar] Thaw.
This is an abject decision that targets once again defenders of freedom. The violation of the
de facto moratorium regarding death sentence that has existed since more than 30 years in
the country represents a major setback, while 113 death penalties have been arbitrarily
imposed by military courts since the military coup. France reaffirms its constant opposition
to the capital punishment at all times and in all circumstances.”

UK-based Amnesty International

“It is shocking that the Myanmar military has said it will resume executions in the country.
The death sentence has become one of many appalling ways the Myanmar military is
attempting to sow fear among anyone who opposes its rule, and would add to the grave
human rights violations, including lethal violence targeted at peaceful protesters and other
civilians.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-juntas-nod-for-activists-death-
sentences-draws-global-ire.html

UN troubled by Myanmar junta executions plan
By Mizzima | 05 June 2022

(FILES) This file undated handout photograph released by
Myanmar's Military Information Team on January 21, 2022 shows
democracy activist Kyaw Min Yu, also known as 'Jimmy', who rose
to prominence during Myanmar's 1988 student uprising and was
arrested in an overnight raid in October 2021. Photo: AFP

The United Nations says it is troubled by the plans of the Myanmar
junta to execute a number of citizens including pro-democracy
activists.

Four people, including former National League for Democracy MP Phyo Zeya Thaw and
democracy activist Ko Jimmy, are “sentenced to death will be hanged according to prison
procedures', Zaw Min Tun, the Myanmar junta spokesman said.
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Stephane Dujarric, spokesperson for UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres, said Friday
that the UN is deeply troubled by the Myanmar military's decision to proceed with the
execution of two pro-democracy activists after they received death sentences.

“This is a blatant violation to the right to life, liberty and security of person as per Article 3
of Universal Declaration of Human Rights,” he told the media.

“The Secretary-General reiterates his calls for the respect of people’s rights to freedom of
opinion and expression; and also to drop all charges against those arrested on charges
related to the exercise of their fundamental freedoms and rights, and for the immediate
release of all political prisoners in Myanmar.”

As he noted, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights enshrines the principles of equality
before the law, the presumption of innocence, the right to a fair and public hearing by an
independent and impartial tribunal, and all of the guarantees necessary for a person’s
defense.

“The Secretary-General considers that the death penalty cannot be reconciled with full
respect for the right to life. Abolition is necessary and desirable for the enhancement of
human dignity and the progressive development of human rights,” Mr Dujarric said.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/un-troubled-myanmar-junta-executions-plan

Cambodia as ASEAN Chair: A Mid-Term Assessment on Myanmar
By KAVI CHONGKITTAVORN | 6 June 2022

Since joining ASEAN in October 1999, Cambodia has championed issues related to bridging
the gap between the new and original ASEAN members. Phnom Penh realized that as the
last member to join the grouping, it can also serve as a catalyst for other newcomers to
further integrate with the ASEAN Community. After more than two decades, the country
can boast that it has largely integrated with the regional economy. For instance, the country
is now one of the most open financial hubs in ASEAN.

Furthermore, it must be said that Cambodia has never shied away from engaging great
powers, be it China, the US, Russia or Japan. Prime Minister Hun Sen enjoys téte-a-tétes
with world leaders on multiple issues. His latest performance at the World Economic Forum
in Davos was just one of the examples of Cambodia’s growing confidence in the global
community.

In the case of the Myanmar quagmire, the slow progress has been attributed to continued
fighting between the conflicting parties inside Myanmar, in particular over the past seven
months of the dry season. Despite continuous efforts to jumpstart political dialogue, the
ASEAN special envoy has admitted that at this juncture none of the stakeholders are ready
for dialogue.

It is estimated that since the coup in February last year, at least 1,887 people have been
killed by the Tatmadaw (Myanmar’s military) and more than 13,959 have been detained,
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according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners. While it is difficult to get
precise totals, the number of internally displaced has now reached one million due to the
heavy fighting in the North and Northwest regions of Myanmar, according to the latest
update of UN Office of Humanitarian Assistance.

At the recent virtual briefing to the UN Security Council, Cambodian Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn revealed that he was planning a second visit, which is
scheduled for early June, to continue with the implementation on the ASEAN five point-
consensus (5PC) dealing with cessation of violence, constructive engagement, COVID-19
vaccination, humanitarian relief and meeting with all stakeholders. It was interesting to note
that this was Cambodia’s second time briefing the UNSC. This time, he was invited by the
UNSC chair, Linda Thomas-Greenfield, the US envoy to the UN.

Prak urged the UNSC to engage constructively with Myanmar instead of isolating it. He also
updated the UNSC on future humanitarian assistance for the people of Myanmar on which
ASEAN is working. The Jakarta-based ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian
Assistance on Disaster Management (AHA Centre) is ready to dispatch joint needs
assessment teams to evaluate the level of emergency and assistance in hard-to-reach areas.

During the May consultative meeting on humanitarian assistance in Phnom Penh, three
main issues were discussed—the humanitarian assistance delivery arrangement framework;
the delivery of humanitarian aid; and the framework for vaccine administration inside the
country. The meeting agreed that the AHA center in consultation with Myanmar’s partners
will spearhead all the three efforts, especially in needy areas such as Kayah and Karen states
and Magwe, Sagaing and Bago regions. These five areas have experienced heavy fighting
between opposing forces.

On his first visit in March, Prak Sokhonn was able to discuss the humanitarian plan and meet
some stakeholders in the conflict. Plans are underway to ensure that the special envoy will
be able to meet other stakeholders. The representatives of armed ethic groups and the
National Unity Government have yet to meet with the special envoy. The last item of the
5PC is the proposed meeting of all stakeholders.

To complement the ASEAN’s chair efforts, Thailand is also holding talks with relevant
dialogue partners and UN specialized agencies to organize urgent humanitarian assistance
along the Thailand-Myanmar border and across the border. At this juncture, the Thai Red
Cross Society is handling the distribution of both humanitarian aid and vaccines.

Since the coup, the fighting inside Myanmar has dislocated local villages in various regions.
Those who are living close to the Thai border near Tak and Mae Hong Son provinces have
sought safety from the conflict by crossing to these two provinces. For the time being, the
provincial and local authorities have been able to handle the border situation, especially
those related to COVID-19 safety issues. In the past six months, over 1,500 Myanmar
villagers have crossed the border daily. When the fighting dies down, they return to their
villages. While they are on Thai soil, they are given temporary shelter, food and medical
care.
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On his second trip, Prak Sokhonn hopes to meet different groups of stakeholders including
ousted State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, currently under house arrest, and
representatives of ethnic armed groups. The ASEAN special envoy hopes to finalize the
proposed framework to provide vaccinations to the Myanmar people without
discrimination. Under the framework, the AHA Center and local health officials from the
Ministry of Public Health would jointly implement the vaccination program with a 50-50
work-force to the needy communities.

At the outset, the ASEAN chair said that Myanmar should be brought back into the ASEAN
family. However, the latest assessment of the implementation of 5PC by the military regime
is still wanting. Some ASEAN members have already threatened to recognize the National
Unity Government (NUG) if the 5PC implementation falters. Malaysia has become the first
ASEAN member to hold dialogue with the NUG. Others will follow suit if the SAC continues
to drag its feet on the 5PC. Ahead of the ASEAN-related summits in the second week of
November, there must be so-called “substantive progress”—which will include political
dialogue—on the 5PC, otherwise the Myanmar regime leader will not be allowed to attend
the planned summits.

Kavi Chongkittavorn is a veteran journalist covering ASEAN affairs.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/cambodia-as-asean-chair-a-mid-term-
assessment-on-myanmar.html

Myanmar Regime Unlikely to Grant Wa Statehood: Analysts
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 June 2022

At last week’s press conference, Myanmar’s junta spokesman Major General Zaw Min Tun
said the regime agrees in principle to United Wa State Party (UWSP) demands that the Wa
region be upgraded to a “self-administered state”.

“In principle, we have a general policy to grant higher status regarding the Wa. We have also
agreed in principle to grant greater autonomy in other regions and states,” he told the
junta-controlled media.

The spokesman said every step possible will be taken to meet the demand of the Wa within
the framework for the establishment of a multiparty federal democracy after a
parliamentary election next year.

It was unclear if this meant the junta agreed to allow the Wa to create an “autonomous
state”.

The Wa hills in northern Shan State were never ruled by any central authority. Even during
the British colonial era, the government’s presence in the Wa hills was very limited.

On April 17, 1989, ethnic Wa soldiers split from the Communist Party of Burma and
established the United Wa State Army and UWSP and signed a ceasefire with the then
military regime.
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The UWSA has since become the most powerful ethnic armed group in Myanmar. It signed a
ceasefire with the then regime but it refused to sign the 2015 Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement.

The UWSA is headquartered in Panghsan, also known as Pangkham, and is made up of
Mongmao, Monglin and Mongpauk districts and Pangkham special township — areas which
the UWSA refers to as northern Wa State covering around 1,500 square kilometers.

The military-drafted 2008 Constitution officially classifies Wa state as the Wa Self-
Administered Division.

The UWSA later expanded to Monghsat District on the Thai border in the 1990s with the
agreement of the military’s State Law and Order Restoration Council, allowing around
80,000 to 100,000 ethnic Wa to be resettled there.

The area is referred to as southern Wa State, designated by the UWSA as the Military
Region 171 where some 9,000 Wa soldiers are stationed. But the 2008 Constitution does
not recognize the area as part of the official Wa Self-Administered Division.

The UWSA wants its northern and southern states to be combined and recognized officially
as Wa State. In its statement, it calls itself the Wa State Government.

The Irrawaddy was unable to contact the UWSA office in Lashio for a comment.

Human rights lawyer U Aung Htoo, the founder of the Legal Aid Network, said: “The UWSA
is demanding statehood to gain legitimacy. Statehood would contribute to its external
relations, including with China.”

Shan ethnic political observer Khun Sai said the Wa’s demand for statehood is fine as long as
it complies with human rights and democratic norms.

“It is reasonable that every ethnic group would want a self-administered state. | have no
objection to the Wa achieving statehood while it follows human and democratic rights,” he
said.

It is, however, unlikely that the Wa will achieve statehood with ease, he said. “There is still
no democratically elected government in place yet. Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun’s statement that
the regime agrees in principle to grant statehood to the Wa is similar to what | say. | also
agree it in principle. But observers think statehood will not be easy to achieve because the
military will follow the 2008 Constitution,” he added.

An ethnic affairs analyst said it is difficult for the Wa to gain statehood under the 2008
Constitution.

Article 53 states that the delineation of territorial boundary must be approved by more than
half of an area’s electorate, more than 75 percent of state parliamentarians, the Union
parliament and president.

“The Wa will face problems if they are to be granted statehood under the 2008 Constitution.
A majority will be needed in a referendum across Shan State. The Wa already have
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autonomy and the military has no authority there. But under the 2008 Constitution, it will
be difficult for Wa to achieve statehood,” said an analyst.

U Aung Htoo said the regime promised future statehood for Wa to appease the UWSP,
which is enduring a political crisis.

“Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun said discussions will follow an election next year. A new parliament
will reactivate the 2008 Constitution and it is unlikely autonomous statehood can be
established under the current constitution.”

Zaw Min Tun promised that agreements reached with the regime now will be implemented
when a new parliament is elected.

“The prime minister, the State Administration Council chairman and the commander-in-
chief are the same person [Min Aung Hlaing]. Agreements with him will be respected. The
military has already agreed the rights of ethnic minorities at the next parliament. It will
grant those rights,” he said, adding that new lawmakers are unlikely to object.

Any agreement reached with the regime is invalid under international law, said human
rights lawyer U Aung Htoo.

“A UN fact-finding mission found strong evidence that the military has committed war
crimes and the military is facing lawsuits at international courts. Any agreement made with
a criminal regime is not legal,” he said.

After the talks with Min Aung Hlaing, the UWSP said it will not leave Myanmar but retain
autonomy in all areas, except national defense and diplomatic affairs.

An ethnic affairs analyst in Myanmar said: “They know Myanmar’s military cannot fulfill its
promises. So the statement says the Wa will maintain the status quo to prevent things from
getting worse. That means they will not fight if the regime does not attack them.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/myanmar-regime-unlikely-to-grant-wa-
statehood-analysts.html

Myanmar junta seeks to divide and rule in EAO peace talks

By Mizzima Editorial |

As the Myanmar military junta reaches out to Ethnic Armed
Organizations (EAO) for dialogue with a tentative promise of
peace it is becoming increasingly clear that the military is
seeking to divide and rule in order to maintain power.

Judging by the reporting on the visits to Naypyidaw by the
individual EAO leaders over the last couple of weeks, there is
a double-prong strategy being pursued by the junta that allows them to maintain the upper
hand.
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First of all, the junta is meeting with the leaders of the EAOs willing to talk on an individual
basis, rather than having a group meeting. Any semblance of the collective power of EAOs is
lost under such a scenario.

Secondly, the junta meeting leaders individually allows the junta to pander to the needs or
desires of the individual EAO.

These “private talks” allows both sides — the junta and the EAO — to focus on their own
needs. And the fact that the talks are private allows both sides to have control over the
messages they release to the public.

All of this is concern to the Myanmar people pursuing the Spring Revolution that aims to
oust the illegal military junta, including the National Unity Government (NUG) and the
People’s Defence Forces (PDF). The NUG said in a statement on 1 June that they would not
recognize the junta-EAO talks as the junta was an “illegal” and “terrorist” organization.

Naturally, the NUG and PDFs want the EAOs to play ball with them - not ally themselves
with the Myanmar junta or remain neutral.

But only a relatively small percentage of the EAOs — such as the Karen National Union (KNU)
—appear willing to play ball, helping to train and host PDFs and some NUG players.

Others, such as the United Wa State Army (UWSA), may say publicly that they have called
on the junta to pursue peace, but essentially they seek to maintain the status quo.

In essence, this is the result of decades of stand-off between the Bamar military and semi-civilian
government and the armed ethnic fighters in the hills. The NUG may be seeking to woo the EAOs to
their side but there appears to be a high level of distrust in the minds of the ethnic leaders. Dozens
of “peace conferences” over the years have done little to dispel this.

What all this means is the call for peace by the Myanmar junta is largely a smokescreen to hide their
intent to continue to militarily crack down on any signs of resistance in the country — from the PDF
fighters, to the street protesters, to the angry Facebook users censured for posting an anti-junta
post.

Survival matters to the EAOs. But maintenance of the status quo means those pursuing the Spring
Revolution face a long, bitter struggle.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-junta-seeks-divide-and-rule-eao-peace-talks

Karenni CSOs Demand Humanitarian Aid For IDPs
By Network Media Group | Saturday, June 4, 2022

Civilians displaced from their homes by the war could be starving soon, according to civil society
organisations (CSOs) helping them in Karenni State.

“Our people, including children, pregnant women and the elderly, could starve at any time... The UN
agencies can save many people by providing humanitarian assistance,” Banyar, director of Karenni
Human Rights Group told NMG.
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At an emergency press conference in late May, Karenni CSOs
pressed for humanitarian aid to prevent what they say is a
very real possibility of mass deaths.

Many people and groups, including Karenni living abroad,
international non-governmental organisations (INGOs),
ethnic aid groups and the National Unity Government have
provided humanitarian assistance to the IDPs, but it’s not enough.

“Many IDPs will starve to death if aid agencies, including those from the UN agencies, don’t
provide them with humanitarian assistance.”

According to Maw Thae Mar from Karenni Emergency Relief Coordination, the conflict with
the resistance groups and the regime’s offensives and occupation of many villages have
prevented civilians from cultivating their farms to grow food for their families. The soldiers
have destroyed people’s homes and forced them to remain in jungle hideouts where they’re
forced to rely on handouts. Some people who’ve found refuge in the towns also need help.

Karenni civil society organisations want INGOs to support local volunteer teams instead of
engaging directly with the military regime.

Khu Koe Reh of the Karenni Civil Social Network says over 200,000 people displaced by the
year-long conflict in Burma’s smallest state are in urgent need of food rations, medicine and
materials to build shelters. He explained that many children and elderly people are suffering
from severe diarrhoea and malnutrition.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/06/04/19403

KIO/KIA Collecting Taxes From Impoverished Northern Shan State Villagers

By SHAN - June 6, 2022

The Kachin Independence Organisation/Army (KIO/KIA) has increased taxes from villagers
struggling to survive in areas controlled by the armed group in troubled northern Shan
State.

Kachin Indepedence Army KIA

“The KIO/KIA Central Committee has decided to
continue collecting taxes in northern Shan State
even though we understand that people are facing
economic hardship after the military coup,” the
group’s spokesperson, Col Naw Bu, told SHAN. He
explained that the armed group has introduced
various tax schemes for businesses and individuals.

“We've already determined how much tax we’ll collect from businesses... Our frontline
soldiers will collect taxes from people.”
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According to locals, the KIO/KIA has increased tax revenues in Nam Kham Township since
last year.

“KIA soldiers have distributed their business cards to shopkeepers. If they don’t report to
them (to arrange payment), armed KIA soldiers come to the shopkeeper’s house and
threaten them,” he said. Last year, a shop paid $160 was paid and twice that amount this
year.

A man who spoke to SHAN on condition that his name remain secret said the KIO/KIA
collects money from vehicles passing through the checkpoints between Kutkai, Muse and
Nam Kham.

The other armed groups in the area such as the Shan State Progress Party/Shan State Army,
the Ta’ang National Liberation Army, the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army and
the regime’s numerous People Militia Forces are also collecting taxes from civilians.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25068

Myanmar's anti-narcotics task force seizes 1 min stimulant pills
Source: Xinhua| 2022-06-06 | Editor: huaxia

YANGON, June 6 (Xinhua) -- A combined team of anti-narcotics task force has seized 1 million
stimulant tablets in Yangon, worth 1 billion kyats (540,540 U.S. dollars), according to a police
statement on Monday.

Following a tip-off, the police raided a house located in Bayintnaung 10th street of Thingangyun
township in Yangon on June 2 and confiscated 1 million stimulant pills worth 1 billion kyats (540,540
U.S. dollars).

According to further investigation, the anti-narcotics agents arrested one female suspect at a house
in Aungzeya 8th street in Thingangyun township on the same afternoon, the statement said.

The suspect was charged under the country's law.

https://english.news.cn/asiapacific/20220606/aec26de63ff849c28bc74a274f00421a/c.html
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