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‘We Need Guns,” Myanmar Resistance Forces Tell Shadow Govt

More Than 9,000 Civilians Flee Myanmar Junta Raids

Four Myanmar Buddhist Monks Killed in Artillery Strike

Myanmar Regime Cuts Phone, Internet Access in Resistance Stronghold Sagaing
Four people found decapitated after junta assault on southeastern Myanmar villages
Woman and child injured by junta artillery fire in Mindat

The IDPs in Pindaya Face Inadequate Supplies

NMSP Meets With SAC In Naypyidaw

Myanmar Junta Weakening: Karen Rebels

Conflict-affected Civilians Desperately Need Aid In Karen State

KIA Targets PMF Gold-mining Operation In Hpakant Township

Nighttime weapons fire from junta bases in Rakhine State alarms locals

14 Bodies Found on Myanmar Beach Believed to Be Rohingya
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‘We Need Guns,” Myanmar Resistance Forces Tell Shadow Govt
By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 May 2022

With popular armed resistance against Myanmar’s military regime having raged for more
than one year now, the need for weapons and other support is becoming a pressing issue
for some resistance groups on the ground.

Faced with near-daily offensives by junta forces in their areas, in a bid to tackle the supply
shortages some resistance groups in the anti-regime strongholds of Sagaing and Magwe
regions are pushing Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government (NUG) to provide them
with arms and cash.

Other resistance groups have gotten creative, making the most of their local resources to
generate funds and equip themselves.

On Sunday, at least four local People’s Defense Force groups (PDFs) based in Khin U and
Yinmarbin in Sagaing and Yay Lae Kyaun in Magwe publicly issued statements saying they
were struggling with insufficient arms and other logistics issues.

“Our human resources are more than adequate. But not enough guns,” the Khin U Local
Guerrilla Force said in a statement, going on to ask the NUG if it had any plan to support
them.

PDFs in Sagaing and Magwe regions have been fighting regime troops since last year. Their
resistance has inflicted casualties on the junta and prevented it from taking full control of
the regions. In response, regime forces have raided villages and torched them, and launched
air and artillery strikes.

Their year-long resistance has been kept up despite the fact that a large number of PDF
fighters are still making do with homemade hunting rifles as weapons.

The Khin-U People’s Defense Force, founded in April 2021, has nearly 70 members but can’t
provide guns to all of them.

It equipped its first 30 to 40 members with hunting rifles known as Tumi, but as its ranks
have swelled, it is no longer able to arm them all.

Making matters worse, PDFs in Sagaing and Magwe are not based along Myanmar’s border.
Unlike their counterparts in the country’s north and south, it is very difficult for resistance
fighters there to smuggle in the weapons they need, even when they receive cash donations
from people to buy arms. The regime’s tight security along any possible smuggling routes
adds to the problem.

So, they mostly rely on guerrilla warfare and improvised land mines to attack the regime
troops, and this has proved to be a successful strategy to some extent. The Khin-U People’s
Defense Force and allied groups have killed more than 150 soldiers over the past year.

Challenges persist, however.
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Bo Thanmani, the head of the Khin-U People’s Defense Force, admitted that even though
they can conduct mine attacks, his fighters, armed only with homemade guns, are helpless
when regime troops fight back with automatic rifles.

“How can we fight the military in the coming rainy season with these Tumi?” he said,
pointing out that the guns are unusable when they are drenched.

“The NUG’s Ministry of Defense should provide support to local resistance groups. If not,
their long-term mission will remain difficult to achieve,” he added.

Meanwhile, it is becoming increasingly difficult for the PDFs to ask the hard-hit civilian
population for material support.

Like other PDFs in Myanmar, resistance groups in Sagaing and Magwe have so far relied on
donations from local people. But civilians are being increasingly persecuted, with military
troops torching their homes and uprooting their lives by destroying everything they need to
make a living in these farming communities. The United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) said in its latest report that as of early May, Sagaing had the country’s
highest displacement figures with 240,600 internally displaced persons since the coup,
followed by 50,500 in Magwe Region.

‘We are arranging it.’

Formed in April last year by lawmakers from the ousted National League for Democracy
(NLD) and its ethnic allies, the National Unity Government (NUG) has challenged the
regime’s legitimacy at home and abroad. It is regarded as the leading organization of the
anti-regime movement and many Myanmar people take it as their legitimate government.

Its Defense Minister U Yee Mon said in March that the minimum demand for ammunition
will soon be filled for PDFs. He recently called on the international community to provide
arms to them, saying that the NUG has between 80,000 and 100,000 PDF troops under its
command and spends 80 percent of its budget on supporting them but “can’t fully cover

them all.”

Bothanmani from the Khin-U PDF said that two weeks before the group issued its statement
he attended a meeting with the NUG’s Ministry of Defense (MOD) to request its support.

“We will have to wait and see as the MOD said there are lots of PDFs in Sagaing. So, they will
check carefully and then they will provide them [with arms],” said the PDF leader.

U Naing Htoo Aung, the MOD’s permanent secretary, recently told The Irrawaddy that the
NUG fully intends to support the resistance fighters on the ground but logistics issues and
other obstacles were delaying its efforts.

“It doesn’t mean that we don’t want to give them [the assistance]. We are arranging it
now,” he said.

Rather than waiting for the NUG to respond to their requests, some other PDFs have taken
it upon themselves to find financing by raising their own funds.
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Loikaw PDF in scenic—but now war-torn—Kayah State recently launched a campaign to sell
“Mountain and Music” travel tickets for those wishing to visit the Karenni (or Kayah) State
after the revolution, with prices ranging from US$100 to $300.

The plan is that visitors will be guided by former resistance fighters and other locals through
the beautiful landscapes leading to the camps, to see where the PDFs lived during the anti-
regime resistance movement. Opportunities to chat with the (by that time) ex-PDF fighters
about their experiences, including photo and video sessions with them, will be provided.

“We would like to urge you to buy tickets to help fund the Loikaw PDF and Karenni
State, so that the fighting can end sooner—and to prepare to travel in future,” the
resistance group said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/we-need-guns-myanmar-resistance-forces-tell-
shadow-govt.html

More Than 9,000 Civilians Flee Myanmar Junta Raids
By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 May 2022

More than 9,000 civilians displaced by junta raids in Shwebo and Wetlet townships in
Sagaing Region need relief aid, according to residents.

Around 100 junta troops started raiding villages on May 16 and 27 villages have been
abandoned.

“Junta troops torched houses in around 25 villages in eastern Shwebo and Wetlet, starting
with Ma Kauk. Those displaced by raids and arson attacks need food and clothes,” said a
Sagaing resident, who is helping displaced people.

A Magyi Thone Pin villager said: “We are hiding in the forest and have to feed ourselves
from what we can find. We fled in fear and could only bring some rice and oil. It has been a
week and we dare not go back to our village. It is difficult.”

Displaced people from Shwebo. / CJ

A Thit Seint Gyi villager said: “Junta troops entered our
village on May 16 and residents from five surrounding
villages also fled. It has been a week. We have never faced
this before and we could not bring anything.”

Around 20 villages were subjected to junta arson attacks
and around 1,200 houses were feared torched. Pro-junta
Pyu Saw Htee militias also joined junta soldiers in torching
houses. Resistance groups claimed that junta troops doused
houses with petrol to make sure they burned.

, = “When they entered villages, they threatened to torch the
entire V|Ilage if we resisted them. Our weapons are inferior and we are outnumbered. So we
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avoid confronting them and can only help civilians escape,” said Bo Mar Yar of a resistance
group.

Bo Sane from a resistance group in Shwebo said: “We can only help civilians escape. As we
can’t go back to villages to take food, we have to share what we have. Villagers dare not
return as junta troops have been repeatedly torching houses in villages.”

The regime has been raiding villages even though there have barely been clashes between
junta troops and resistance forces along the Ayeyarwady River in Shwebo and Wetlet
townships, said residents. Farmers have not been able to plant during the growing season,
which started with the monsoon.

A burning village in Shwebo. / CJ

A Let Kaung Kya villager said: “We are facing many
difficulties in the forest as it is the rainy season. We haven’t
been able to grow crops. We have left our cattle and they
might be starving and suffering from the weather.”

Bo Sane claimed that junta troops stole valuables from the
villages and carried them away by boat.

“People are sad and angry that they have lost their ancestral
homes. Even the children hate them now. All the people are
filled with deep resentment,” said Bo Mar Yar.

Junta troops are deployed in Thit Seint and have detained

numerous villagers.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/more-than-9000-civilians-flee-myanmar-junta-
raids.html

Four Myanmar Buddhist Monks Killed in Artillery Strike
By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 May 2022

Four Buddhist monks were killed in Sagaing Region’s Pale Township when an artillery shell
struck their monastery on May 13, according to a local media outlet.

The abbot of Mya Thein Tan Monastery and three novices were killed by an artillery shell
that landed on their monastery, according to a video released by Pale Entertainment on
Monday.

“Five were injured by the artillery shell, and four died,” a Pale resident told The Irrawaddy.

“Local resistance fighters attacked junta soldiers in urban Pale. The regime responded by
firing mortar shells. The abbot did not die immediately, he had his legs blown off before he
died,” he added.
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A fragment of the shell and one of the victims /
Pale Entertainment

The artillery shell that landed on the monastery
compound reportedly had 30-mme-high lettering
on it. Local resistance groups said they do not
have such mortar shells.

Villages in Sagaing Region have been attacked by
regime troops since last year as the area is one
of the country’s main anti-regime strongholds. Fighting between local resistance groups and
junta soldiers is reported nearly every day. The regime has responded heavy handedly by
raiding civilian areas as well as using artillery and airstrikes, causing tens of thousands of
people to flee their homes.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/four-myanmar-buddhist-monks-killed-in-
artillery-strike.html

Myanmar Regime Cuts Phone, Internet Access in Resistance Stronghold Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 May 2022

The regime has cut phone and internet services in nearly a dozen townships in resistance
stronghold areas in Sagaing Region, prompting fears that a military offensive is imminent in
the region.

The Irrawaddy has not been able to reach out to sources in Monywa, Ye U, Khin U, Kani and
Yinmarbin townships since Tuesday morning.

The information page of the Kanbalu People’s Defense Force, one of the local resistance
forces in Kanbalu Township, announced the communication blackouts on Facebook, citing
sources on the ground.

“The phone lines in Kanbalu and Kyun Hla have been shut down since 6:55 a.m.,” it said.

The junta has blocked internet access in the region outside of major towns Monywa,
Shwebo, Sgaging and Kale since early March. However, some areas still had access to 2G
internet service. But on Tuesday, both phone and 2G services were down.

Sources close to residents in the area said regime troops launched attacks in some villages
this morning, but The Irrawaddy was unable to verify the reports.

However, cutting phone lines and internet access is a common regime tactic whenever it
launches offensives, especially against civilians.

Since last year, the junta has been trying to crush resistance to its rule in Sagaing, the largest
region in northwestern Myanmar. So far, it has failed to bring the region under its control,
as local anti-regime forces are scattered across it. The same is true in neighboring Magwe
Region and Chin State.
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In response to the resistance, the junta has used airstrikes and artillery attacks against
villages, accusing them of harboring resistance fighters. It also raids villages nearly every day
in the name of “clearance operations”, committing extrajudicial killings, arbitrary arrests,
looting and arson, causing many people to flee their homes.

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said in its latest report that as
of early May, Sagaing had the highest displacement figures with 240,600 internally displaced
persons since the coup, followed by 50,500 in Magwe Region and 36,300 in Chin State, with
very limited humanitarian access in these areas.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-cuts-phone-internet-access-in-
resistance-stronghold-sagaing.html

Four people found decapitated after junta assault on southeastern Myanmar villages

Two villagers and two members of a resistance force are believed to have been captured
and executed by Myanmar army troops during a days-long onslaught in Tanintharyi

Ko Cho | Published on May 24, 2022

An artillery shell that hit a house in Taku village
(Supplied)

Four men—two resistance fighters and two
locals—were captured by the military and
decapitated during a four-day assault on villages
in Tanintharyi Township that ended this weekend,
according to local sources.

As a junta column raided the village of Taku on May 18, local defence forces reportedly
launched a counterattack against the unit, leading to a series of battles in the area that
lasted through Saturday.

Two members of the Southern Warriors Defence Force (SWDF) were among those slain, as
well as two men from nearby Ban Pyae village, in the same tract as Taku, an officer from
another guerrilla group told Myanmar Now.

Two other villagers were also said to have been shot and killed by Myanmar army soldiers
during the fighting: a 10-year-old child with an intellectual disability, and a 30-year-old man.

Further information about the victims was not available at the time of reporting.
The SWDF claimed that there were at least five junta casualties as well.

The officer in the local resistance force described the military’s attack on Taku, which
involved days of bombardment with heavy artillery, as employing “excessive force.”

“The residents of Taku village had to flee as the military relentlessly shelled the village.
They’ve also been threatening to shoot dead anyone who they see as they continue to torch
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and destroy houses there,” the officer said. He added that guerrilla forces also had to
abandon a temporary base they had set up in the village.

A teacher from the neighbouring community of Thar Rabwin said that residents of her
village were also displaced by the shelling of Taku and the surrounding area.

“l was still in the village before the battle started. They fired so many artillery shells—I think
they fired more than 30 rounds,” she said, noting that the junta troops were positioned on a
nearby hill.

The Myanmar army column arrived in Thar Rabwin on May 20 and set fire to several homes,
including hers, she told Myanmar Now.

A volunteer assisting internally displaced persons in the area said that residents of some 20
villages had fled.

“The locals had to seek refuge in other nearby villages that the military’s shells couldn’t
reach,” he explained, adding that heavy rains and a lack of food were proving to be major
challenges.

Locals and members of resistance groups in Tanintharyi speculated that the military
launched the offensive to crush chapters of the People’s Defence Force, a network of
resistance groups fighting under the National Unity Government (NUG) against the junta.

Outgunned by the Myanmar army, they have reportedly been waiting in the region for the
NUG to provide them with arms.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/four-people-found-decapitated-after-junta-
assault-on-southeastern-myanmar-villages

Woman and child injured by junta artillery fire in Mindat

The child lost his leg after being hit by a shell fired at his village by regime forces stationed in
the southern Chin State town

Khin Yi Yi Zaw |Published on May 24, 2022

CDF fighters ride a motorcycle in a remote area of
Chin State on May 4 (Supplied)

~ An artillery shell fired by junta troops stationed in
. the southern Chin State town of Mindat severely

injured two local civilians on Monday, sources in

the area reported.

* The shell landed in M'dat, a village about 15km
away, at around 8am, hitting two houses and
injuring two of their occupants, the sources said.
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The victims, a 40-year-old woman and an 11-year-old child, both sustained serious injuries.
The child’s leg had to be amputated, while the woman was said to be receiving treatment
under the healthcare program of the local people’s administration team.

Salai Ha Om, the spokesperson for the Mindat branch of the Chinland Defence Force (CDF),
said the regime forces in Mindat often fire heavy artillery into the surrounding countryside.

“They’re always shooting at the villages around here, deliberately targeting civilians. This is
not so different from genocide,” he said.

Earlier this year, a 13-year-old boy was killed by an artillery shell while he and his family
were attempting to flee junta troops approaching their village in Mindat Township.

The area around Mindat has seen frequent clashes in recent weeks, according to CDF
Mindat, which claims to have control of most of the township outside of its administrative
centre.

The group said that it killed two junta soldiers during a half-hour battle on Monday.
Myanmar Now was unable to independently confirm this claim.

Salai Ha Om said the fighting began after the group launched an attack as a “warning” to the
regime not to reopen schools as a step towards establishing administrative control.

“If the schools reopen, CDF Mindat will take serious action against them. The more they try
to take on the role of government, the more we will attack them,” he said.

On May 13, the junta declared martial law in Mindat following a major clash with local CDF
forces. The group has also been attacking military supply convoys travelling to Matupi
Township.

Anti-regime groups in Chin State say they have their own plans to form a government and
will continue to resist the junta with whatever weapons they can find.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/woman-and-child-injured-by-junta-artillery-fire-
in-mindat

The IDPs in Pindaya Face Inadequate Supplies
By SHAN - May 25, 2022

The internally displaced people (IDPs) relocating to Pindaya township, Southern Shan State,
are now experiencing food and sheltering issues during this raining season.

Pindaya

According to a 30 years old man who is helping the
IDPs, the 250 IDPs, who moved to Pindaya
township due to the heavy gun fight between the
local People Defense Force (PDF) and Myanmar
military junta, need an urgent support of medicine,
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clothing, and women monthly hygienic supplies.

“Women are in a more critical situation. The reason is that it is difficult for them to have
enough clothing to change during this raining season; meanwhile, they do not have enough
supplies of their monthly hygienic needs. So, | would like to request for donors and other
generous persons to make donations,” the above 30 years old man told SHAN.

The man also added that those IDPs are now staying at Aung Chin Taw Ya monastery in
Pindaya township, and around 75 IDPs are women and children and elderly people are also
included.

Currently, there are a total of 800 IDPs from Ywar Ngan township where 250 of them are
relocating to Pindaya township, and the rest are still on the move nearby villages and
jungles according to a man who lives in Ywar Ngan township.

“Some are taking refuge at the city’s monasteries while some others are living with their
relatives and friends. Some are still on the run in the jungle, and they are in need of raincoat
and food,” quoted by the above young man.

Myanmar military junta and Phyu Saw Htee armed group are making a co-operation
mission to attack, arrest, and kill people in Ywar Ngan township which resulted the civilians
to flee their homes.

Those people who fled their homes were from the Nwar Ban Gyi village, Lal Khaing village,
Lwa Sin village, and Pae Yin Taung village. It is also reported that many houses from those
areas were burned down by the military junta.

Even though there has been no Myanmar military operation base in Ywar Ngan township,
the revolution activities were very strong that Myanmar military junta needed to deploy its
troops into the areas to tackle the local PDF. So far, four PDF members were killed while
military junta faced at least 11 casualties.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24963

NMSP Meets With SAC In Naypyidaw
By Network Media Group | Tuesday, May 24, 2022

The New Mon State Party (NMSP) said
representatives discussed a constitution for Mon
State in line with federalism with regime leaders at
the touted peace talks in Naypyidaw.

On Monday, the ethnic armed organisation (EAO)
met with the State Administration Council (SAC)
leader and army chief Snr-Gen Min Aung Hlaing; the
second group to attend the highly contentious

meeting in the capital.
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Restoration Council of Shan State met last Friday with SAC.

An anonymous NMSP source told NMG that the EAO had asked SAC to be allowed to meet
with all ethnic groups in the state to discuss the drafting of the constitution. Min Aung
Hlaing agreed in principle, the source said, and asked the EAO to talk to the regime-
appointed National Solidarity and Peace Negotiations Committee.

The NMSP delegation was led by vice-chairman Nai Aung Min, joint secretary Nai Win Hla
and CEC member Nai Banyar Lel.

The SAC spokesperson has told the BBC that the Karen National Liberation Army — Peace
Council, Pa-O National Liberation Organisation, Arakan Liberation Party, Democratic Karen
Benevolent Army, United Wa State Party, National Democratic Alliance Army and Lahu
Democratic Union (LDU) will meet with regime leaders.

None of these groups are actively fighting the regime. However, tensions between the SSPP
and the Burma Army (BA) are increasing after its soldiers encircled the Shan group’s
mountain camp in southern Shan State.

LDU leaders appear to be divided about attending the talks in Naypyidaw. During a recent
Peace Process Steering Team meeting, some of their leaders declared that they’ll boycott
the talks.

The Karen National Union, the Karen National Progressive Party and the Chin National Front
have also announced that they’ll not meet with regime leaders in the capital after all the
country’s People’s Defence Forces and members of the National Unity Government were
excluded. The three groups have been fighting fiercely with BA within their respective areas.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/05/24/19245

Myanmar Junta Weakening: Karen Rebels
By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 May 2022

The Karen National Union (KNU) says Myanmar’s military has been seriously depleted,
saying the regime has not tried to retake a strategic camp seized on the Thai border last
week.

The Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and allied resistance forces seized the strategic
camp in Karen State on May 18, despite facing heavy airstrikes.

The battle for Thay Baw Boe camp in Myawaddy Township lasted eight hours and a junta
battalion in Falu, about 25km away, did not send reinforcements.

“In the past, they would send reinforcements but on May 18 fighting, junta soldiers sat on a
pagoda and did nothing, as if they had nothing to do with their colleagues being attacked,”
said an official from the KNU, the political wing of the KNLA.
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Thay Baw Boe had been held by the military since the early 1990s and used as a staging area
to reinforce combat troops fighting rebels near the Thai border.

The strategically important camp was normally led by a battalion commander and held
around 30 to 50 soldiers.

The KNU said five junta soldiers, including a deputy battalion commander, were killed and
seven captured along with weapons.

KNLA commanders said there have been no reinforcements in the area since early March.

“If only 30 to 40 soldiers are available, they cannot be sent because of the risk of an
ambush,” said a KNLA Brigade 6 member.

Frontline junta battalions have slumped to just 60 to 70 soldiers or less than a full-strength
company, according to defectors.

“Though the numbers are low, they still have to carry the standard amount of weapons and
ammunition so they are prone to ambushes,” said a private who defected to KNLA Brigade 6
in April.

A KNLA Brigade 6 commander claimed that many junta soldiers have been killed in regime
airstrikes.

“In some cases, junta aircraft bombed regime camps and there were many casualties,” he
said. The Irrawaddy could not independently confirm his claims.

The occupation of Thay Baw Boe means the KNLA now controls the Myawaddy-Falu-
Waw Lay road.

Around 1,000 troops from Karen State Border Guard Force, which is fighting alongside the
regime in Karen State, have recently retreated from KNLA territory.

BGF leader Colonel Saw Chit Thu claimed his troops have been withdrawn to take a rest but
analysts say the BGF troops were called back to guard Myawaddy amid fears the KNLA may
seize the border town.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-weakening-karen-rebels.html

Conflict-affected Civilians Desperately Need Aid In Karen State
By Network Media Group | Monday, May 23, 2022

Nearly 200k people displaced by the war in Karen State since the military coup are in urgent
need of humanitarian assistance.

“The number of internally displaced people (IDP) is constantly increasing and it is difficult to
give quantitative figures,” said Saw Nanda Hsu, spokesperson for the Karen Human Rights
Group. He explained that fighting is going on in many areas of Karen State. When it stops,
some of them return home, but flee again when new fighting breaks out.
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Most of the more than 170,000 IDPs are in Karen National Union Brigade 5 in Mutraw
District, followed by Brigade 6 in Dupalya District and finally Brigade 1 in Duthahtoo District.
But there are also civilians affected by the conflict in Brigades 2, 3 and 4.

“All these IDPs are facing many difficulties because they are not receiving regular
humanitarian assistance,” he said, explaining that in addition to food, they need medical
care, materials to build shelters and education. Many of them are children, women, some of
whom are pregnant, and elderly people.

Compounding their misery is the onset of the rainy season, which has already brought heavy
rains causing flooding along the riverbanks on the Thai border, where many people who had
sought shelter were forced to flee.

“They have to move to another place. They do not have enough tarpaulins and plastic
sheets,” says Naw Say Say Heh, the second joint secretary of the Karen Women'’s
Organisation. If the fighting continues, it would be very difficult to help them further, she
said.

Karen civil society organisations have appealed to Thailand to lift restrictions on
international aid agencies providing cross-border humanitarian assistance to the Karen IDPs.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/05/24/19215

KIA Targets PMF Gold-mining Operation In Hpakant Township
KNG | 24th May 2022
San Pya Militia Force

The Kachin Independence Army (KIA) set fire to two
excavators belonging to the leader of a People’s Militia
Force (PMF) allied with the regime in Hpakant
Township, Kachin State.

On 23 May, a few days after the attack by KIA Brigade
2, Min Zin Thant, the leader of the PMF, called about
30 local gold traders to his camp and told them his men
would shoot anyone selling food or other items for the KIA Battalion 14 camp, under
Brigade 2.

A local, who requested anonymity, told KNG that Min Zin Thant was angry about the attack
in Jahtu Zup along the Tanai-Lido road and had told the meeting participants that he would
block the road to the camp by 1 June.

"He threatened to shoot at any vehicle using that road” and also to block all other major
roads leading to the camp.

According to another villager, who also asked that his name not be mentioned, he explained
that the KIA had curtailed gold mining in the area since October last year, but the PMF was
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still using the backhoes to mine the precious metal in Jahtu Zup. The KIA decided to take
action against the PMF last autumn after residents complained of extortion and assault by
its soldiers at checkpoints to the mining blocks.

The KIA’s political arm, the Kachin Independence Organisation, recently described the PMF
as enemies along with Border Guard Forces and political parties that have accepted the
military regime.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/05/24/kia-targets-pmf-gold-mining-operation-in-hpakant-
township/

Nighttime weapons fire from junta bases in Rakhine State alarms locals

Amid rising tension between the military and the Arakan Army, locals say they heard
multiple rounds of artillery and gunfire from junta positions around the Western Regional
Command

Nan Oo Nway | Published on May 24, 2022

Junta soldiers in Sittwe Township, Rakhine State,
in October 2012 (EPA)

Junta bases around the town of Ann in Rakhine
State—where the Myanmar military’s Western
Regional Command is based—were heard firing
both heavy and light weapons on Sunday night,
raising concern among area residents.

The sound of artillery and gunfire could be heard
coming from multiple locations, including the old airport, at around 10pm, as the threat of
renewed clashes with the Arakan Army persists.

“We heard the weapons going off in separate places,” a resident of Ann told Myanmar Now
on Monday morning. “They would occasionally fire a series of shells consecutively or fire
automatic weapons. Each time, they would fire around 50 rounds in 10 minutes and then
repeat it, again and again. It went on for around 30 minutes.”

He also reported seeing drones overhead while the weapons were being fired, and noted
that it was not clear whether the shooting was part of a clash.

“Everyone was afraid since they were firing non-stop, so many people from outside the
town came into the town, waking up the residents,” the local explained. “The uneasiness
and the terror just grew the whole night.”

He recalled a similar phenomenon during previous battles between the AA and the military
in 2019 and 2020, when the Myanmar army would shoot their weapons at night in what he
speculated was an attempt to display their firepower and intimidate the opposing forces.

Page 14 of 54


https://kachinnews.com/2022/05/24/kia-targets-pmf-gold-mining-operation-in-hpakant-township/
https://kachinnews.com/2022/05/24/kia-targets-pmf-gold-mining-operation-in-hpakant-township/
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/nighttime-weapons-fire-from-junta-bases-in-rakhine-state-alarms-locals
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/10458
https://www.myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/news-images/soldiers_rakhine_0.jpeg

In the days prior, locals in Buthidaung and Mrauk-U townships reported similar activities by
military troops.

Junta soldiers at the Sittwe Regional Command in
2020 (Myanmar Now)

According to a Buthidaung local, soldiers from
the Nyaung Chaung base in Buthidaung claimed
to have informed area village administrators that
they had been “testing weapons” when gunfire
was heard on the evening of May 19.

He added that military vehicles have recently
been seen transporting supplies and troops throughout northern Rakhine State.

Tensions have been growing in the region since last November, when the AA and the
military clashed for the first time in a year. Battles also occurred in December, as well as in
February of this year, in the state’s northern townships.

On May 15, the AA urged the Rakhine public to avoid areas where junta personnel are
active, warning that fighting could break out at any time. Days later, a military spokesperson
claimed in a press conference that the Myanmar army was “holding back” in the region in
order to prevent unrest.

AA commander Twan Mrat Naing took to Twitter in early May and threatened Htin Latt Oo,
the head of the Myanmar army’s Western Regional Command, for allegedly undermining
peace in Rakhine State.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/nighttime-weapons-fire-from-junta-bases-in-
rakhine-state-alarms-locals

14 Bodies Found on Myanmar Beach Believed to Be Rohingya
By AFP | 24 May 2022

YANGON—The bodies of 14 people have washed up on a beach in Myanmar, police told AFP
on Monday, with the UN Refugee Agency citing reports that the deceased include Rohingya
children.

At least 17 people are feared dead after their boat capsized, according to the UNHCR.
A rescue organization said the group had been attempting to reach Malaysia.

“Fourteen dead bodies were found, and 35 people including the boat owners were rescued
alive,” said Lieutenant Colonel Tun Shwe, a police spokesperson in Pathein district, around
200 km west of Yangon.

Although the full details remain unclear, the UNHCR said the boat reportedly left Sittwe in
western Myanmar on May 19 and encountered rough waters, capsizing two days later.
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A member of Myanmar Rescue Organization Pathein who requested anonymity said eight
bodies were found on Sunday on a beach around three hours from the district capital.

A Rohingya activist told AFP that 12 women and two boys had died.

The boat had been carrying people from the western Myanmar towns of Buthidaung,
Maungdaw and Sittwe, the activist added, also requesting anonymity.

Survivors told the rescue group that 61 people had been on board the vessel, leaving 12 still
missing.

Those who were saved were being held at the Pathein police station, spokesperson Tun
Shwe said.

He did not say whether any would be charged, as sometimes happens to Rohingya caught
trying to flee Myanmar.

“The latest tragedy shows once again the sense of desperation being felt by Rohingya in
Myanmar and in the region,” said Indrika Ratwatte, UNHCR’s Director for Asia and the
Pacific.

Perilous journeys

Hundreds of thousands of Rohingya Muslims fled a military crackdown in Buddhist-majority
Myanmar in 2017, bringing with them harrowing stories of murder, rape and arson.

In March, the United States said that violence against the community amounted to genocide
with clear evidence the military had attempted to “destroy” the group.

The Rohingya still in Myanmar are widely seen as interlopers from Bangladesh and are
largely denied citizenship, many rights and access to healthcare and education.

The leader of Myanmar’s junta, Min Aung Hlaing—who was head of the armed forces during
the 2017 crackdown—has dismissed the Rohingya identity as “imaginary”.

Each year, hundreds of Rohingya make perilous, months-long boat journeys to other parts
of Southeast Asia, often during the November-March period when the sea is safest for the
small trawlers used by traffickers.

Malaysia, a Muslim-majority nation, is the favored destination as it hosts a sizeable
Rohingya diaspora.

Those caught are often sent to detention centers, which rights groups say are typically
overcrowded and filthy.

Hundreds of Rohingya migrants escaped a detention center in Malaysia last month after a
riot broke out, with six killed on a highway as they fled, authorities said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/14-bodies-found-on-myanmar-beach-believed-
to-be-rohingya.html
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