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Myanmar NLD Members, Relatives Live in Fear of Attack by Pro-Junta Terror Group
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 May 2022

Following death threats and deadly attacks against them by a pro-regime vigilante group,
members of Myanmar’s ousted National League for Democracy (NLD)—including high-
profile ones—and their families have been forced into hiding or have fled the country for
their safety.

The terror group Thwe Thout announced on April 21 that, to counter resistance attacks on
junta targets, it was launching “Operation Red” against the members and supporters of the
NLD, their families, and supporters of the anti-regime People’s Defense Force (PDF).

Since late April, the group’s threats have become severe, with the terror group killing at
least eight people in a week, mostly in Mandalay, and sending death threats to the homes of
NLD members and supporters elsewhere. The dead bodies were left with Thwe Thout
lanyards. The group posted graphic pictures of the victims with the lanyards on its Telegram
channel.

The threats include not only killing but attacking the residences of those concerned, putting
their families’ lives at risk.

Recently, the residence of a detained high-profile NLD member in Mandalay was attacked
several times, including arson attacks, forcing family members to flee.

The latest attack came on Tuesday night when the residence of U Naing Htoo Aung, the
permanent secretary of the Ministry of Defense of Myanmar’s shadow and exiled National
Unity Government (NUG), was torched in Mandalay Region’s Nahtogyi Township. The attack
destroyed some parts of the property. The permanent secretary, who is an elected NLD
lawmaker, confirmed the attack. No one was hurt during the attack as no one is currently
staying there.

The regime has blamed the NLD and its sympathizers for anti-regime protests that have
erupted since the coup last year. More than a year after the military takeover, the junta still
can’t control the country, as many people have rejected their rule. But the regime said it is
the NLD that has been destabilizing the country. It has also designated the NUG—which was
formed by ousted NLD lawmakers and their ethnic allies—as a terrorist organization.

Regarding the attacks, the NLD said seven NLD members and seven party supporters have
been killed by the group and their allies as of May 5. The party said the regime’s security
forces were behind the atrocities as military and police vehicles were used during the
arrests and to dump the bodies, citing witness accounts.

The number rose to at least 20 as of May 16, according to data collected by The Irrawaddy
through messages shared by Thwe Thout Group supporters on Facebook and Telegram.

Last week the group’s supporters threatened to kill NLD members’ families and supporters
of anti-regime resistance groups in Upper Myanmar such as Myingyan, Myinmu and Ngarn
Zun.

Page 2 of 53
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An NLD member who spoke on condition of anonymity as he himself had to go into hiding
following a Thwe Thout threat, said: “Many of us are in hiding. We can’t safely stay in our
own homes. These include not only the NLD township-level leaderships and their families,
but also the families of the NLD’s Central Executive Committee members.”

The Irrawaddy tried to contact some 20 NLD MPs and their family members in various
townships but many of them had switched off their phones and a few of them refused to
talk “out of fear.”

An observer of the vigilante group said the way the Thwe Thout Group acts depends on the
agitators in each location. In places like Mandalay, Sagaing and Magwe regions and
Myingyan Township, they target not only the NLD members, but also active supporters of
the party. In Yangon, the threats so far have been against strong supporters of the NLD.

Recently in Yangon, a grenade was hurled into the home of an NLD supporter in
Pazunhtaung Township. Luckily, the explosive didn’t go off and no one was hurt.

In May, more vigilante groups were formed in different townships in Sagaing, Magwe, Bago,
Yangon, Ayeyarwaddy and Tannitharyi regions. They use several titles such as Kite Force in
Dawei, Yangon Castigate Squad in Yangon, Thwe Thout Group in Mandalay and upper region
towns, and Patriotic Alliance in Pyay.

In the first week of May, Thwe Thout threw incendiary devices at an NLD member’s home in
Maubin, Ayeyarwaddy Region. Another NLD member’s home in Dawei was sent a warning
letter by the Thwe Thout Kite Forces.

Meanwhile in Mandalay, the remaining family members of the victims dare not speak out
about the terror they have faced, an NLD member told The Irrawaddy.

“They don’t dare to talk to us about their situation, not to mention the media. You can
imagine how scared they are,” he said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-nld-members-relatives-live-in-fear-of-
attack-by-pro-junta-terror-group.html

Ten Junta Soldiers Killed in Upper Myanmar Mine Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 May 2022

Around ten Myanmar junta soldiers were killed on Wednesday in a mine attack in Sagaing
Region’s Tigyaing Township.

On Wednesday morning, an alliance of local resistance groups ambushed the regime troops
with three mines while they were traveling between Kyat Ta Kaung Village and Pay Kone
Village, on the eastern banks of the Ayeyarwady River.

Some 100 military regime soldiers were advancing along the riverbank, providing security
for three ships sailing upriver to Katha Township with junta reinforcements, said a member
of the Special 9 Tigyaing People’s Defense Force (PDF).
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The ships had departed Mandalay on Saturday and were carrying around 100 troops in each
vessel, as well as supplies of food and ammunition.

Local resistance groups launched an attack on the flotilla on Monday using improvised
rocket launchers, as the ships passed through Mandalay Region’s Thabeikkyin Township.
One vessel was hit and number of junta soldiers killed and injured, according to local
sources. The Irrawaddy was unable to verify casualty figures independently.

The flotilla reached Tigyaing Township on Wednesday, when the mine attack took place.

A member of the Special 9 Tigyaing PDF said: “The soldiers threatened local residents to pick
up the injured soldiers with a motorboat.”

Sagaing Region is one of the strongholds of the resistance movement and regime troops
from 13 battalion, based in Thabeikkyin Township, often raid villages in the east of Tigyaing
Township.

Local PDFs have responded with frequent mine attacks on regime forces.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/ten-junta-soldiers-killed-in-upper-myanmar-
mine-attacks.html

Fighting reported across southern Sagaing amid junta ‘clearance operations’

Clashes broke out in many areas west of Mandalay over the past week as regime forces
moved to crush local resistance groups

Khin Yi YiZaw / Moe Oo | Published on May 18, 2022

A member of a local resistance force takes partina
clash with junta troops in Sagaing Region’s Kani
Township (KLG)

Multiple clashes have been reported in many parts of
southern Sagaing Region in recent days as the military
continues to carry out “clearance operations” that it
began earlier this month.

On Sunday, fighting broke out after a camp run by a local defence force was raided by a
column of around 70 regime troops in Yinmabin Township, some 100km west of Mandalay.

A member of the group, who declined to disclose the exact location of the camp, said that it
was destroyed despite efforts to repel the junta forces.

“We didn’t have many people there because it was just a temporary rest camp. Some of our
soldiers lost clothes and backpacks, but that was about it,” the resistance fighter said,
speaking on condition of anonymity.

The following morning, the regime soldiers were attacked as they left the area and entered
neighbouring Kani Township, he added.
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“There was fighting in the forest northwest of Thaminchan. Later it moved to Muhtaw.
There haven’t been any casualties,” he said on Monday, referring to two villages in Kani
Township.

Between them, Yinmabin and Kani townships are estimated to have around 50 self-
organising groups resisting Myanmar’s military junta. Most are loosely affiliated with the
People’s Defence Force (PDF) formed by the shadow National Unity Government in the
wake of last year’s coup.

Smoke rises from houses in Aing Taung, a village in Kani
Township that was attacked by regime forces in late
February (Supplied)

A number of the groups have reported airstrikes in parts
of Kani Township, but details of these attacks were not
available at the time of reporting.

Resistance forces in both townships say that several villages have been attacked since the
beginning of the month, resulting in the loss of around 100 homes and the displacement of
at least 1,000 local civilians.

Farther to the north, in Khin-U Township, clashes have been taking place on a daily basis,
according to a member of a local PDF group.

A skirmish near the village of Shwe Thein Taw on Sunday reportedly left two junta soldiers
severely injured, the PDF member said.

“Fighting broke out after we fired on them, but it only lasted about 20 minutes. We suffered
no injuries on our side,” he said, adding that the soldiers were part of a column of around
100 troops that has been attacking local villages in the area in recent weeks.

At least one person was found dead in Shwe Thein Taw after it was occupied by the regime
forces, who were accused of setting fire to 14 houses in the village.

A 70-year-old man was also reportedly killed in Myo Thit, a neighbouring village where two
people, including a monk, were said to have been abducted.

The junta troops started heading west on Monday, and by late night had reached the village
of Innpat, where resistance forces said they attempted to repel them using explosives,
including some that were fitted to drones.

“They marched towards our camp in the village, so we detonated eight explosives. We also
deployed four drones and rifle grenades,” said Bo Lin Yaung, a spokesperson for the Khin-U
Support Organisation (KSO), the group that was involved in the clash.

While the KSO failed to prevent the soldiers from entering the village, they may have
inflicted some casualties, according to Bo Lin Yaung.

“Some of them may have been injured by landmines we laid near the entrance to our camp.
But we can’t be sure, because we didn’t find any bodies there,” he said.
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The troops left Innpat at around 4pm on Tuesday, but not before burning down five houses
and killed one man, the KSO spokesperson said.

Inpat was previously attacked on May 2, when soldiers burned down more than 110
houses.

Several other villages in the area, including Karseik, Thayetpinsu, and Mangyiok, were
attacked late last week.

Tensions have also been reported in Salingyi Township in southern Sagaing, where
clashes broke out last week near the controversial Letpadaung copper mine.

Myanmar’s ruling military council routinely denies targeting civilians in its offensives against
anti-regime resistance forces, despite frequent and well-documented instances of such
attacks.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/fighting-reported-across-southern-sagaing-amid-
junta-clearance-operations

Junta column continues rampage through Yesagyo Township

Regime forces who began torching villages at the confluence of the Ayeyarwady and
Chindwin rivers last week show no signs of relenting

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on May 18, 2022

Thick smoke fills the air in a village in Sagaing Region’s
Yesagyo Township that was targeted by regime forces on
May 16 (Supplied)

A military column of around 100 junta troops that began
attacking villages in southern Sagaing Region’s Yesagyo
Township last week is still targeting the area, local sources
said.

The soldiers, who arrived from neighbouring Myaung Township last Monday, have
expanded their operations over the past week, according to residents.

On Monday, the regime’s forces torched houses in at least four villages—Moe Kwal, Kan-U,
Taung Kone, and Mekone—in the northern part of an area defined by the confluence of the
Ayeyarwady and Chindwin rivers.

“They started fires in three separate places in my village. My house was reduced to ashes. |
lost so much. We could only save a day’s worth of rice that we kept for emergencies. The
rest went up in flames,” one local woman told Myanmar Now.

“They didn’t just set everything on fire, they also destroyed water pumps and anything else
that could be used to put out the flames,” said the woman, who did not want to be named.
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“Their thirst for blood and power is very horrible. They’re destroying people’s homes out of
sheer malice,” she added.

On Tuesday, the column, which is currently stationed in the village of Miphayar, moved on
to two other villages after splitting up into three groups, according to resistance sources.

“They burned down more houses in Kywe Kone and Kyauk Phu—a lot were lost in Kywe
Kone, but we’re not sure how many yet,” said Shar Lu, a member of one of several anti-
regime groups active in the area.

Residents who have fled the attacks say they still don’t feel safe returning to their villages
even after the troops have left.

“We won’t go back yet, even though the weather is terrible,” said one woman sheltering in
a wooded area with 12 other members of her family, including children and elderly people.

According to figures compiled by local resistance groups, at least 145 houses have been
destroyed in a total of 17 villages in Yesagyo over the past 10 days.

The groups say they killed several soldiers in clashes that broke out last Wednesday and
Thursday. Two members of groups belonging to an alliance of resistance forces also died in
action, they said.

Fighting has been reported across a wide swathe of southern Sagaing Region in recent
weeks, as the junta steps up its efforts to wipe out the dozens of anti-regime groups that
have emerged there since the military seized power more than a year ago.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-column-continues-rampage-through-
yesagyo-township

Mandalay villages torched a day after killing of Pyu Saw Htee member

At least three villages were targeted in the assault, but the extent of the damage is still
unknown

Moe Oo | Published on May 18, 2022

A house lies in ruins after it was burned down by regime
forces in Sagaing Region’s Yinmabin Township on May 11
(Naga Nyi Naung Guerrilla Force)

Junta forces set fire to three villages in Mandalay Region’s
Singu Township on Tuesday, a day after the killing of a
local member of the military-backed Pyu Saw Htee militia.

Residents said around 20 soldiers and police marched into Kyettuyway, a village in the
Hintharma village tract, at about 10am on Tuesday and immediately started burning down
houses there.
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They then proceeded to do the same in two other villages in the same village tract, a woman
who lives in Kyettuyway told Myanmar Now.

“They torched houses in Kyettuyway, Tamarkone and Meinmahlagyun—small villages near
the victim’s home. Many houses have already been destroyed,” she said.

Htun Thin, a resident of Kyettuyway who was known to belong to the Pyu Saw Htee, was
killed the night before by the Singu-based Bo Kyar Gyi guerrilla group.

A spokesperson for the group said at around noon on Tuesday that he still had no definite
information about casualties, arrests, or the extent of property damage, as the attacks were
still ongoing.

“They are still burning down houses. | don’t know how many have been destroyed so far, or
what their next target is,” he said.

He added that the first house to be destroyed belonged to a local teacher who was taking
part in the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM) against military rule.

“The house of a female CDM teacher was first one they burned down. They set fire to
houses along the riverbank next,” he said.

Most of the inhabitants of the affected villages have fled, residents of the area said.

Several townships in Mandalay Region, including Singu, Madaya, and Thabeikkyin, continue
to see strong resistance to the regime that seized power more than a year ago.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/mandalay-villages-torched-a-day-after-killing-of-
pyu-saw-htee-member

One PDF killed While SAC Faced Many Casualties during Phaikhun Clash

By SHAN - May 18, 2022

On 15 May 2022, a clash between local People Defense Force (PDF) and Myanmar junta
army occurred in Phaikhun township, Southern Shan State. One PDF member was killed
while military junta faced many casualties.

PDF Phaikhun

4 Itisreported that at least 10 military junta
% soldiers were killed during the fight between the
local PDF and Myanmar military junta army.

“We lost one soldier on our PDF side. But we do
not know the exact number of casualties from
the Myanmar army side — at least 10 of them may have been killed. The PDF comrade who
was killed was new to the combat — it was his first clash,” a PDF member who is based in the
eastern part of Phaikhun told SHAN.
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As of 16 May 2022, tension is very high between the PDF and Myanmar junta army due to
the deployment of Myanmar army closer to the PDF bases.

“Myanmar junta army has deployed its troops in Thaung Poe Kwe village. So, the tension
between us is high right now. No clash has been reported yet, but it is very likely that the
fight will occur soon,” the above PDF added.

On 15 May 2022, Myanmar junta used air strike to aid the ground troops.

Myanmar junta army has been increasing its offensive warfare into the border of Phaikhun
and Nyaung Shwe township, Southern Shan State, recently.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24941

Due to SAC Air Strikes and Shelling, Residents Fled Homes in Phaikhun
By SHAN - May 18, 2022

On 12 May 2022, Myanmar military junta was bombarding into some of the areas in
Phaikhun township, Southern Shan State, and many local residents had to flee their homes.

SAC burn Saung Num Gae village at Phaikhun

On that day around 4 A.M, gun fights broke out between
Myanmar junta army and local PDF and its allies in Htee
Yee village, Phaikhun township, Southern Shan State.
Because of that, Myanmar army used jet fighters to
bombard the areas according to a man who lives in the
area.

“We could hear the sound of the gun fight in the early morning 4 A.M coming from the
eastern part of the lake. Myanmar junta army used air strikes and artillery shelling, so the
local residents had to flee their homes, almost everyone from that village fled,” a male local
resident told SHAN.

The fight which started around dawn had been intensified, and the gun fight was still
intense the next day 2 P.M and on going.

SHAN reached out to a PDF member who was based in Phaikhun township, and he explained
the ground situation of the clash as follows:

“The clash was between our Phaikhun based PDF and Myanmar military junta, and we have
not made any official announcement yet about the clash. According to the news from the
field, many residents have to flee because of the clash, so our priority for now is to relocate
these IDPs to safety first,” a spokesperson from Phaikhun PDF told SHAN.

Additionally, Phaikhun based Myanmar junta army battalion 471 and 336 had been shelling
recklessly into all sides, and the houses and properties of villagers from Loi Paung village and
Lar Lay village were severely damaged.
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Displaced locals witness ‘whole village’ burn following junta occupation in southern Shan
State

Locals and resistance fighters say junta troops positioned on a nearby hill torched a 55-
household village on Pekhon Lake

Esther J | Published on May 18, 2022

Saung Nang Khee village is pictured burning on May
16 (Supplied)

The village of Saung Nang Khae was seen burning on
the northeastern shore of Pekhon Lake in southern
Shan State on Monday after junta troops occupied a
hill east of the community days earlier.

From across the lake—some three miles away—a
local eyewitness said that he could see that “the whole village was on fire” at around 5pm.

“Smoke was coming out from all of Saung Nang Khae. We could even see the fire at night.
The fires went out by the morning but smoke was still rising from the village,” the 25-year-
old man, himself displaced from another nearby village, told Myanmar Now.

According to aerial photos of the village shared widely on social media, several fires were
scattered across Saung Nang Khae, which originally had a total of 55 households and 345
residents.

On May 12, the anti-junta Pekhon People’s Defence Force (PDF) ambushed a Myanmar army
base in Htiri village, Nyaungshwe Township, some eight miles from Saung Nang Khae. Some
15 soldiers were reportedly killed and five captured alive by the resistance.

Map showing the location of Saung Nang Khae village

0. 55 e The military responded with heavy artillery fire, and

began carrying out raids throughout the area.
Civilians from the surrounding communities,
‘ including Saung Nang Khae, were forced to flee the
Jscasal sead] attacks, and had already left by the time their homes
were destroyed.

4 ~ “I'm sure that there is no one, apart from the
\ military, remaining in the village,” said the man who
witnessed the burning.

On Sunday, a clash between resistance forces and
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the military broke out near the village, with guerrilla fighters forced by an overnight airstrike
to withdraw. One member of the Pekhon PDF was killed, according to an officer in the
force’s second battalion.

He told Myanmar Now on Tuesday that, based on aerial photos taken of the area, the
military was occupying the hill east of Saung Nang Khae, a position they had claimed one
day prior to the torching of the village.

“They based themselves on that hill after bombings from the jets, so we still haven’t even
been able to retrieve the dead body of our comrade,” the PDF officer said.

The military occupation of the hill forced residents of three other villages in the area—
Lwepaw, Nang Paw Lon and Nang Sut—to also subsequently flee their homes.

“These three villages are located side by side. If one of them were to catch fire, the others
would burn as well since they are all connected,” the 25-year-old eyewitness, who is from
Nang Sut, explained.

Junta forces are seen on a hill east of Saung Nang
Khae village on May 15 (Supplied)

While locals and the Pekhon PDF officer said the
destruction of Saung Nang Khae was perpetrated
by the occupying junta troops, military-controlled
newspapers claimed on Tuesday that resistance

. 2 fighters who arrived by boat from the western
shores of Pekhon Lake were responsible for the arson.

“It’s not uncommon for the military to torch villages. They have already done this in Sagaing
Region and in Demoso and Moebye,” the PDF officer said, referring to two neighbouring
townships in Karenni and Shan states, respectively. “They’re doing this everywhere. It’s
ridiculous that they decided to blame us for this.”

A 62-year-old farmer was among those in Saung Nang Khae who were forced to flee, taking
his family to Loikaw, the capital of neighbouring Karenni (Kayah) State. They were not able
to bring any of their possessions, he said.

“Not only did we have to run, our house was also destroyed in the fire,” he told Myanmar
Now, explaining that he had built the two-storey home in 2020, and also lost his family’s rice
stores.

He noted that this was the time of year in which he would normally be planting rice in order
to ensure the family’s food security and income.

“l don’t know how we are going to afford food and shelter in the coming year. The children
are constantly crying and | don’t know what to do anymore as we’ve never faced something
like this,” he said.

In total, residents of some 20 villages in Pekhon Township have been displaced by military
raids and occupation in the aftermath of the February 2021 coup.
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The Karenni Civil Society Network reported earlier this month that more than 600 homes
had been destroyed during this same period by the military in Karenni State, located across
the border from the southern Shan State townships of Pekhon and Moebye, which also have
a large ethnic Karenni population.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/displaced-locals-witness-whole-village-burn-
following-junta-occupation-in-southern-shan-state

Conflict between Myanmar’s proxy forces may outlast a political resolution

Violence is creating bad blood between the groups, whose fighters are often residents of
neighboring villages.

By RFA Myanmar Service | 2022.05.18

Monks and members of the Pyu Saw Htee militia train at a
firing range in Sagaing region, Feb. 11, 2022.

Citizen journalist

Pro-military Pyu Saw Htee militiamen and anti-junta
People’s Defense Force (PDF) paramilitaries are engaged
in what will likely become a protracted conflict in
Myanmar with no formal process in place to mediate
between the two civilian proxy armies, an analyst said Wednesday.

In September, Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government (NUG) declared war on the
junta and ordered allied PDF groups around the country — formed to protect civilians
from the military in the aftermath of its Feb. 1, 2021, coup — to attack junta targets.

In areas where the PDFs were the strongest, such as in Magway and Sagaing regions in
the north and west, the junta armed and trained groups of citizens who support military
rule, forming the militia groups now known as the Pyu Saw Htee. The militia — whose
name is derived from Pyusawhti, the legendary founder of the first Burmese kingdom —
was given carte blanche to make arrests, seize property, kill PDF members and destroy
villages, sources have told RFA’s Myanmar Service.

More than 15 months since the military takeover, the two proxy forces have grown
substantially and regularly clash throughout the country, where many of their fighters
live virtually side by side as residents of neighboring townships and villages that support
either the NUG or the junta.

Min Zaw Oo, executive director of the Myanmar Institute for Peace and Security (MIPS),

said that even if the junta and the NUG hammer out a resolution to Myanmar’s political

crisis, the conflict between the Pyu Saw Htee and the PDF may well continue far into the
future.

“These are conflicts that are not easily ended,” he said.
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“It’s different from dying in a battle — war can end if a ceasefire is agreed to by two
armies. ... But such killing between civilians is not easily forgotten. This is a problem that
will remain for decades to come. The mistrust will fester and remain a black mark on our
society.”

Observers say that between 150 and 200 civilians are killed each month in Myanmar —
not on the battlefield, but during violent raids on villages that have in some cases
resulted in massacres.

The Institute for Strategy and Policy (ISP Myanmar), an independent research group,
recently said it had documented the killing of at least 5,646 civilians across the country
between the time of the coup and May 10, 2022.

The current chaos is the result of the junta’s failure to control the violence, whether
willingly or not, Min Zaw Oo said.

A member of the People's Defense Force in Kayah
state's Loikaw township. Credit: Loikaw PDF

Forced recruitment

Despite international pressure to defuse the
situation through inclusive talks with all of
Myanmar’s stakeholders, the junta has not only
refused to meet with the NUG, which it calls a “terrorist organization,” it is forcibly
“recruiting” Pyu Saw Htee fighters to battle the PDF in regions such as Sagaing and
Magway, sources said Wednesday.

Moe Gyi, a resident of Kan Doe village in Magway’s Gangaw township, told RFA that a
joint force of junta troops and Pyu Saw Htee fighters entered the tract on May 13 and
ordered people there to form a militia.

“They told us to form a Pyu Saw Htee group within a week and said they would set the
village on fire if we didn’t do so,” he said.

According to Moe Gyi, a Buddhist monk from the village refused, and the junta forces
promised to return in seven days.

“There will be violence,” he said, adding that many residents have fled in fear of the
military, which is “expanding their control to the south” of the township through the
formation of Pyu Saw Htee militias.

Other sources told RFA that the junta has provided training and weapons to the Pyu Saw
Htee in Gangaw’s nearby Myauk Khin Yan and Han Thar Wa Di villages under the
direction of “Bullet” Hla Swe, a former member of Parliament for the military proxy
Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP).

USDP spokesperson Nanda Hla Myint said that although the party has not instructed its
members to attack the PDF, it would “not stop” those who do.
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“We don’t have a party policy directing members to take up arms,” he said. “But it is their
right to participate in programs set down by the local authorities, depending on the
security situation in their area, so we have nothing to say about it.”

Reports of forced recruitment into pro-junta militias were echoed by a resident of
Sagaing’s Pale township named Zaw Zaw, who told RFA on Wednesday that fighters from
two Pyu Saw Htee camps in the villages of Imahtee and Zeebyugone have threatened to
harm area inhabitants if they do not fight the PDF.

“People were told that food and water supplies will be cut off if they do not take up
arms,” he said, adding that the junta is “exploiting” them because it does not even bother
to maintain lists of Pyu Saw Htee fighters killed in operations against the PDF.

An aerial view of Chaung Oo village, in Sagaing
region's Pale township, where junta troops and
Pyu Saw Htee fighters burned more than 300
homes, Dec. 18, 2022. Credit: RFA

‘Working for the peace of the community’

The junta has repeatedly denied reports that it
is behind the expansion of the Pyu Saw Htee,
insisting that villagers are willingly and independently forming militia units to protect
themselves from the PDF.

Junta deputy minister of information, Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun, on Wednesday denied
reports that the military is forcing villagers to form militias.

“If there is a real need, we will provide training,” he said.

“During the training, we teach them not only how to shoot but also what rules to follow,
as well as the duties and responsibilities that any ordinary soldier should know. We are
working for the peace of the community in a systematic way.”

Zaw Min Tun said PDF groups “often attack villages when they hear that a militia unit has
been formed,” and that they frequently “set them on fire when they withdraw,” then
blame the military for the destruction.

Tun Tun Oo, the leader of the Kani Township PDF in Sagaing region, told RFA that the
expansion of the Pyu Saw Htee militias would not deter the opposition from its goal of
unseating the junta.

“These Pyu Saw Htees have not affected the revolution in general,” he said. “They will
gradually disappear. But for the time being, the junta will continue to use them.”

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/proxies-05182022213414.html|
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Striking Myanmar Civil Servants Denied Passports
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 May 2022

Myanmar’s military regime has stopped issuing passports to striking civil servants to prevent
them leaving the country.

A striking doctor said: “Instead of arresting strikers at the airports, the regime has barred
them from applying for or extending passports. | made enquiries about an extension and
found a list of striking civil servants has been sent to the passport office.”

The regime has issued arrest warrants, detained and sacked striking civil servants as it tries
to pressure them back to work.

A striking teacher said: “Once they saw my name, they asked me if | was a teacher. | denied
it but they said my name was on a list. They said | will be arrested at the airport if they issue
a passport.”

The teacher said she is trying to work abroad because of financial difficulties after being
jobless for a year.

“The regime is trying various means to make us regret joining the civil disobedience
movement [CDM],” she added.

The regime began stopping strikers from leaving the country in March.

A list of strikers, including their national registration numbers, has been sent to the passport
office and some have been detained and questioned, a passport office source told The
Irrawaddy.

Strikers have been detained at Yangon International Airport and charged with incitement,
according to the media.

Schools are scheduled to reopen next month and the regime is trying to persuade teachers
to return to their classrooms.

More than 200,000 civil servants joined the CDM to defy the military rule and many still
refuse to work for the regime.

The regime has committed serious human rights violations against its opponents, including
revoking their citizenship, sealing off their houses and taking their families, including
children, as hostages.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/striking-myanmar-civil-servants-denied-
passports.html
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Myanmar’s Shadow Govt Calls on Int’l Community to Arm Resistance
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 May 2022

Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government (NUG) has urged the international
community to provide arms to its forces fighting against the country’s military regime.

The NUG was formed by ousted lawmakers and their ethnic allies after last year’s coup—in
which the military staged a takeover against Myanmar’s democratically elected
government—to challenge the junta’s legitimacy at home and abroad. Many in Myanmar
take it as their legitimate government and the NUG’s armed wing, the People’s Defense
Force (PDF), has been fighting against the regime’s troops across the country.

The shadow government’s Defense Ministry said it has between 80,000 and 100,000 PDF
troops under its command and uses 80 percent of its budget to support them but “can’t
fully cover them all.”

Western democracies largely back the movement but so far have offered only moral
support, in contrast to their arming of the Ukrainian military to help it resists Russia’s
invasion.

NUG Defense Minister U Yee Mon told Reuters the shadow government was grateful for the
support it had received so far but added, “We will be much more appreciative if we get
physical support such as arms and funding.”

“With that support, we will be able to end the revolution sooner, minimizing the loss of
people and property,” he added.

Currently, the PDFs are largely arming themselves with rudimentary rifles and homemade
explosives to fight the well-equipped military.

To crush the resistance, the regime’s troops have launched airstrikes, raided and torched
villages in anti-regime strongholds and committed extrajudicial killings and arbitrary arrests.

The United Nations says more than 560,000 people have been displaced by the fighting.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-shadow-govt-calls-on-intl-
community-to-arm-resistance.html

Military-Owned Corporation Fails to Pay Dividends to Myanmar Troops
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 May 2022

Myanmar’s military regime has not been able to make dividend payments from its
businesses since the 2021 coup.

The regime is more than seven months in arrears in paying dividends from the military-
owned Myanma Economic Holdings Limited (MEHL), according to military personnel.
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The dividend is usually paid at the end of the financial year on September 30. The regime
was due to make its dividend payments in November last year, according to military
personnel who have received nothing.

It has been mandatory for more than 20 years for all ranks to buy MEHL shares with the
amount rising with seniority.

A captain is required to invest 3 million kyats in MEHL and lower ranks 1.5 million kyats.
Some who cannot afford to make the payments in full make monthly payments from their
salaries.

Dividends are paid out in around October although payments can be delayed for remote
units.

Shareholders normally receive a minimum dividend of approximately 30,000 kyats on a
100,000-kyat stake.

The average private received a dividend of around 450,000 kyats and it provided a lifeline
for many personnel.

MEHL profits have tumbled amid boycotts on beer and cigarettes, which are the
corporation’s main sources of income.

Some have questioned whether the junta leadership has seized MEHL's income.

“MEHL is still profitable, despite the boycott, but commanders have spent the profits
elsewhere and not paid the dividends to soldiers,” said a military officer.

Captain Ye Min Oo, who defected in April, told Myanmar Now that he assumed the regime
spent MEHL profits on Union Day and Armed Forces Day parades and the Thingyan water
festival.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/military-owned-corporation-fails-to-pay-
dividends-to-myanmar-troops.html

Myanmar Fuel Importers Blame Shortages on Junta Dollar Controls
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 May 2022
Myanmar is facing fuel shortages partly because of the regime’s controls over US dollars.

In early April, the regime-controlled Central Bank of Myanmar ordered that foreign earnings
must be deposited with licensed banks and exchanged for kyats within one working day at
the official rate. The regime also ordered that fuel be sold at fixed rates.

While tightening its controls over the currency markets, the regime has not sold off its US
dollars. The restricted access to dollars has blocked fuel imports, which have declined,
according to an oil importer.

Page 17 of 53


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/military-owned-corporation-fails-to-pay-dividends-to-myanmar-troops.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/military-owned-corporation-fails-to-pay-dividends-to-myanmar-troops.html

“Imports have almost halved. Major importers now only try to keep the pumps working and
they can’t sell fuel to the wholesale market like before,” said the manager.
Another fuel importer said firms lacked access to dollars.

“This fuel shortage resulted from the scarcity of US dollars. Imports have declined by two-
fifths. Qil tankers have not been emptied because we can’t pay in dollars. There is steady
market demand but supplies are low and stocks may run out,” the source said.

The regime’s Global New Light of Myanmar newspaper reported that fuel primarily comes
from Singapore, with monthly volumes touching 200,000 tonnes of gasoline and 400,000
tonnes of diesel.

The regime pays US dollars to major fuel importers like BOC and Denko but even those
companies do not receive enough dollars to meet retail demand, according to market
insiders.

The regime’s supervisory committee for imports, distribution and supplies of fuel ordered
distributors to sell at fixed rates on April 20. In Yangon, the rate was 1,995 kyats per liter of
92 Ron octane, 2,045 kyats for 95 Ron octane, 2,205 kyats for diesel and 2,235 kyats for
premium diesel with prices varying across the country.

A Yangon taxi driver said: “Unlike in the past, | cannot wait until | am low on fuel because |
never know whether | will be able to refill. We can still buy fuel in Yangon but | don’t know
about other places. Prices are high.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-fuel-importers-blame-shortages-on-
junta-dollar-controls.html

An uneasy truce is under threat in Myanmar’s Rakhine state
A growing military presence has drawn warnings from the insurgent Arakan Army.
By RFA’s Myanmar Service | 2022.05.18

File photo of Arakan Army soldiers and the insurgent
group's commander-in-chief. RFA

Tensions between Myanmar’s military and the Arakan
Army (AA) insurgent group are rising in the restive
western state of Rakhine, although an uneasy ceasefire
remains in effect for now, residents in the area told
RFA.

In late 2020, the AA agreed to end about two years of intense fighting with Myanmar’s
military. The ceasefire was tested in February when the military attacked two AA bases in
Rakhine, prompting new clashes in the area, sources told RFA at the time. Although the
skirmishes did not lead to an all-out conflict, locals say tensions remain high and fighting
could soon resume.
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The AA’s commander-in-chief, Maj. Gen. Tun Myat Naing, tweeted a warning to the
leader of the junta’s Western Command, Htin Latt Oo, as the military and the AA work to
establish a presence in towns like Minbya and Rathedaung.

“We saw heavy security in Rathedaung Township since about a week ago,” Kyaw Min
Khaing, a resident of Rathedaung, told RFA’s Myanmar Service. “It seems like both sides
are ready for a full-scale battle. There are lots of them, in full force, both inside and
outside the town. So, people are worried about a renewed fighting."

Soldiers from both sides are said to be facing each other in several Rathedaung villages,
including Chaung, Aung Thar Si and Hteeswe.

“Our people are worried because there are similar tensions in other areas,” said Annthar
Gyee, a resident of Minbya, a town of 170,000 people where junta and AA forces have
confronted one another.

“There could be new fighting breaking out at any time. This time it could be bigger than
before. What will happen if there is renewed fighting? We are worried about the
consequences,” Annthar Gyee told RFA.

On May 15, the AA said in a statement that the junta was deploying more forces in
Rakhine, including areas controlled by the United League of Arakan (ULA), the AA’s
parent political organization.

The AA’s statement indicated that it viewed the junta’s activities to be a threat to the
ULA’s administrative authority.

Residents told RFA that junta soldiers are stationed in Taungup, Kyaukpyu, Ramree,
Pauktaw and Ponnagyun to monitor AA activities in Rakhine, especially in Muslim villages.
They also urge villagers not to support the AA and to inform them about the AA’s
activities.

The AA has called on the public to be vigilant in case tensions boil over and fighting
erupts.

Junta spokesman, Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun, told RFA that the military is only trying to
promote security in the region.

“We have to do what is necessary for security. What we are seeing lately is the AA’s
statements about the current worrisome situation and the possibility of renewed
fighting,” he said.

“So, the question we want to ask is, What kind of attitude did they have when they issued
such statements? We have to think about whether they are asking for some fighting,”
Zaw Min Tun said.

AA spokesman Khaing Thukha said what happens next will be determined by the junta's
activities in Rakhine.
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“We will take necessary action, depending on the political or military moves of the
Myanmar army,” Khaing Thukha said.

Disruptive activities by the military have brought the people of Myebon township to the
brink, Pe Than, a former member of Myebon’s People’s Assembly, told RFA.

“If the Myanmar army continues to harass and arrest our people or disrupts our judiciary
practices, as they have been doing, | don’t think it’ll be long until we see new fighting.,”
Pe Than said.

“Troops from both sides are in close proximity on the ground and if new fighting were to
occur, it'd be quite intense,” he said.

He said the current ceasefire in Rakhine was a matter of mutual agreement that could be
undermined without clarity between the two sides.

Despite a ceasefire between the AA and the military, there are tens of thousands of
people that have been displaced by the fighting between December 2018 and November
2020 and are still unable to return to their homes.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Eugene Whong.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/rakhine-05182022180451.html

Teenagers disappear into junta custody from roadside checkpoint in restive Rakhine State

The boys’ arrests come days after the Arakan Army warns civilians to avoid areas where the
Myanmar army is active

Nan Oo Nway | Published on May 18, 2022

Khaing Myo Lin, Aung Myo Khant and Nay Tun Oo
(Supplied)

Three teenage boys were arrested by the military
authorities in Rathedaung Township on Tuesday, two days
after the Arakan Army (AA) warned the public of a
potential return to fighting between their forces and those
of the junta in Rakhine State.

Aung Myo Khant, Khaing Myo Lin and Nay Tun Oo—all between 16 and 17 years old—had
been living in an internally displaced persons camp for people who fled fighting between the
AA and Myanmar army prior to the February 2021 coup.

“The three boys were running away from their families. They weren’t happy living in the
camp,” a local man close to the boys and their families said.

The teenagers had temporarily sought shelter in a monastery in Rathedaung town, he told
Myanmar Now, and were on their way to Thandwe Township by motorcycle when they
were arrested.
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“They called us briefly, told us that they had been arrested and hung up. We have since lost
contact with them,” the man said.

A relative of one of the boys gave a similar statement, but confirmed that they were taken
by the military.

“They only said that they had been arrested. They didn’t say where they were. Their phones
have been turned off since,” the family member said. “When we asked them who had
arrested them, they said, ‘soldiers.””

There are three junta security checkpoints on the road connecting Rathedaung with
neighbouring Ponnagyun, the route on which the boys are believed to have been detained.
Several locals said that travellers are barred from using the motorway after 6pm.

All calls by Myanmar Now to the central police station in Rathedaung for an update on the
boys’ condition and whereabouts went unanswered.

A Rakhine local recently told Myanmar Now that amid the rising tension in the state, the
military had been “terrorising people at security checkpoints on highways more frequently.”

The AA’s Sunday statement on the social media platform Telegram urged civilians “to avoid
areas where the Myanmar army is active and where its troops are based.”

The same day as the statement was published, several locals in southern Chin State’s
Paletwa Township, where the AA is also active, said members of the ethnic armed
organisation opened fire on a junta helicopter flying towards a military base near the village
of Than Htaung.

The 300-household ethnic Chin community is divided into two parts and located on both the
eastern and the western shores of the Laymyo stream. The junta base is on the western
shore, nearest to the older section of Than Htaung.

“The AA soldiers fired shots from the eastern shore of the stream at the junta helicopter and
the soldiers from the helicopter fired back,” a local from Than Htaung told Myanmar Now,
adding that stray bullets hit several homes in the newer section of the village on the
stream’s eastern banks.

Residents from that part of Than Htaung fled, he said.
It is not known if there were casualties during the 30-minute clash.

Myanmar Now was unable to reach AA spokesperson Khaing Thukha for comment on the
incident.

Tensions have been growing in Rakhine State since last November, when the AA and the
military clashed for the first time in a year. Battles also occurred in December, as well as in
February of this year, in the northern part of the state.

Last month, military commander-in-chief Min Aung Hlaing invited leaders of ethnic armed
organisations including the AA to attend an upcoming meeting in Naypyitaw.
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On Tuesday, spokesperson Khaing Thukha announced that the AA would not be joining the
talks, citing the ongoing junta interference in AA administration and jurisdiction in Rakhine
State.

The announcement came one day after members of the AA leadership and the shadow
National Unity Government held their first reported online conference.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/teenagers-disappear-into-junta-custody-from-
roadside-checkpoint-in-restive-rakhine-state

MNDAA abduct IDPs to conscript them

By Mizzima | 18 May 2022

Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army
(MNDAA) soldiers reportedly abducted 12 internally
- displaced people (IDPs) from an IDP camp in Kutkai
Township, Northern Shan State to conscript them.

" According to local residents, about 20 MNDAA
soldiers arrived at Pan Lot refugee camp in Kutkai
¢~ Township at around 9 pm on 15 May and took IDPs
that they wanted to forcibly recruit into the MNDAA

against their will.

"More than 20 Kokang soldiers suddenly arrived at the camp, | don’t know where they came
from. They went from house to house searching and later they abducted 12 young men.
They said they were recruiting soldiers for their troop. In one of the houses a woman

begged them not to take her husband but some Kokang soldiers threatened her and told her
to be quiet otherwise they would kill her”, said a Kutkai resident.

According to reports seven of the 12 abducted IDPs were released on 16 May. The five other
abducted IDPs are still being detained.

Most of the IDPs in Pan Lot IDP Camp are ethnic Lisu people.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/mndaa-abduct-idps-conscript-them

Few Shops Sell Products Owned by SAC after Moebye PDF Advocating Locals
By SHAN - May 18, 2022

It is reported that the number of shops selling Myanmar junta products are decreasing after
Moebye PDF, Southern Shan State, released and posted advocating letters not to sell them.

On 11 May 2022, Moebye PDF members posted letters on pubic areas warning people not
to sell the products produced and owned by Myanmar military junta.
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Moebye PDF Advocating Locals not to sell SAC product 1

“We posted the letters on shops’ wall — some are big
grocery stores. This is for educating and advocating
people. The main objective is to advocate people not to
sell the products produced and owned by Myanmar
military junta,” a Moebye PDF member told SHAN.

[ 4 Even though such warning letters are posted, some
shops still keep selllng products and beers produced and owned by military junta. However,
the sale of those products are declining when compared to the past sale.

“Some are still selling the Myanmar junta owned products. We noticed some shops still
keep beers produced by military owned companies, but not much. And the sale has been
declining when compared to the past sale,” a Moebye resident told SHAN.

Moebye was the first town in Southern Shan State which took armed and fought against the
Myanmar military junta since after the coup in February 2021.
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