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More burned bodies discovered in Sagaing’s Ye-U Township

Regime Forces Torture and Kill 29 People in Upper Myanmar

Myanmar Junta Burns Magwe Villages

Chin defence forces claim high Myanmar junta death toll in week of fighting
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More burned bodies discovered in Sagaing’s Ye-U Township

Locals say they continue to find the remains of victims killed by regime troops who
occupied their villages last week

Thura Maung / Ko Cho |Published on May 16, 2022

A Charred remains were found in four of the at
— gl |-t 30 homes in Von Taing Pin that were
& burned down by regime forces during a two-day
occupation of the village that began on May 10
(Supplied)

Residents of two villages in Sagaing Region’s Ye-
U Township that were occupied by junta
soldiers last week say they found more charred
corpses over the weekend.

Late last week, Myanmar Now reported that six bodies had been discovered in a house in
the village of Mone Taing Pin after regime forces left early Thursday morning.

Since then, however, the remains of at least 11 more people have been found in the village,
while a search of the neighbouring village of Inpin, which is separated from Mone Taing Pin
by just one farm, yielded 10 more.

“Two houses had six bodies each in them, another had three, and there were two more in a
fourth house. There were also 10 more in Inpin,” said a Mone Taing Pin resident who did not
want to be named.

The 27 bodies are all believed to belong to villagers abducted by regime forces operating in
the area. While the cause of death was not clear, there was some evidence to suggest that
the victims had been murdered before their bodies were burned.

“There was blood in the front of the houses, so it looks like they were killed outside and
then dragged inside and set on fire,” said the villager.

A A map shows the location of Mone Taing
/( ¢ Pin and Inpin in Sagaing Region’s Ye-U
. L Township (Myanmar Now)
L R ) N .

- S e More than 100 Mone Taing Pin residents
. /) had reportedly been abducted when the
Ty ~ N " troops entered the village last Tuesday.
=== f

: \ ' One 60-year-old man who managed to
W’*\é escape said that the soldiers took around
Sagaing Region

30 people, including three monks, with
them when they left on Thursday.

“l saw them take 30 men away with their hands tied behind their backs, in groups of five,”
he said.
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“Eight of us who were tied up inside the monastery were able to get away when they
started getting ready to leave at around 2am that night,” he added.

According to the man, who asked to remain anonymous, the troops repeatedly beat some
of the abductees and demanded to know where local People’s Defence Force (PDF) groups
were hiding.

Residents of Mone Taing Pin said they believed their village was targeted because of a clash
between regime forces and PDF fighters in the area early Tuesday morning.

Two local men, both in their 20s, were killed when junta soldiers opened fire with heavy
artillery during the fighting, locals said.

More that 30 houses in the village of some 400 households were torched during the two-
day occupation, they added.

Local PDF forces said they refrained from attacking the junta column after it left Mone Taing
Pin because they did not want to cause any more civilian casualties among the junta
hostages.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/local-defence-force-predicts-escalation-of-
military-assaults-on-shan-karenni-border

Regime Forces Torture and Kill 29 People in Upper Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 May 2022

Myanmar junta troops have killed 29 people since May 10 in Sagaing Region’s Ye-U
Township, according to local resistance groups and residents.

Two of the victims were resistance fighters, while the rest were civilians from a number of
villages who were detained by regime forces and taken to Mone Taing Ping Village, where
they were killed, said a resistance fighter.

One member of the Ye-U Township People’s Defense Force (PDF) said: “Some of the victims
were shot dead. Some of them had their hands tied. Some of the bodies bear signs of
torture and of being burned alive.”

The Irrawaddy was unable to verify the claim of people being burned alive. Ye-U PDF has not
been able to identify all the victims, added the resistance fighter.

Around 200 junta soldiers from Sagaing’s Taze Township arrived in Mone Taing Ping Village
around 6am on May 10. Two resistance fighters who were preparing to plant mines
encountered the troops and were shot dead. A clash followed at the bridge leading to Mone
Taing Ping around 8.30am.

Military regime troops then deployed in Mone Taing Ping and abducted and killed residents
from neighboring villages, according to local sources.
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“After that [junta] column returned to Ye-U, we together with a few residents went to the
village on May 12, before another column arrived. Another column is now at the village.
Locals are still unable to return to their homes,” a resistance fighter told The Irrawaddy on
Saturday.

Subsequently, junta soldiers seized PDF uniforms during a raid on Ponnaka Village and then
disguised themselves as PDF fighters and vandalized properties in a number of villages, said
local residents.

“They torched houses in Hsi Sone village near Mone Taing Ping around 4pm on May 10. The
following day, they raided Ponnaka Village where they got the PDF uniforms. They busted
things up in Inn Pin Village disguised as PDF members,” said a local.

Regime troops reportedly torched 29 houses and damaged a fire engine in Mone Taing Ping
Village, and also raided a number of nearby villages on Saturday.

At Kan Pauk Village, two members of the village defence force were injured by junta artillery
strikes ahead of regime forces arriving in the village.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/regime-forces-torture-and-kill-29-people-in-
upper-myanmar.html

Myanmar Junta Burns Magwe Villages
By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 May 2022

At least 10 villages in Yesagyo Township, Magwe Region, were torched by around 100
regime troops within a week following clashes with resistance forces.

Myanmar’s regime first attacked Myaung Township in Sagaing Region and then moved
across the regional border to Yesagyo.

Other troops came by motorboat from Myingyan Township in Mandalay Region, according
to Yesagyo People’s Defence Force (PDF).

Since last Tuesday, regime troops have burned houses in Mi Pa Yar, Mee Laung Kyaun,
Hpyonbu, Kan Oo, Kyine, Min, Mae Kone, Na Ta Yaw, Moe Gwal and Myay Swan villages,
according to resistance forces.

“One village after another was set on fire. They torched at least five houses in each village
and sometimes the whole village,” said a Yesagyo PDF representative.

On Monday, junta artillery was fired at Moe Gwal and Kan Oo villages, which were later
burned down, according to Yay Lae Kyaun PDF.

In April regime troops destroyed at least 27 villages in the Yay Lae Kyaun area, burning
around 84 houses and killing at least six civilians.

It is the second time some of the villages have been set on fire after similar attacks last
month and thousands of villagers have fled the area.
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A Hpyonbu villager said: “We flee when they arrive and try to extinguish the fires after they
leave.”

Some civilians are hiding in the forests and lack water and food, he said.
Two Yay Lae Kyaun PDF members were killed earlier this month.

Magwe Region is an anti-regime stronghold and the junta has launched a major offensive
but it does not control large areas of the region.

Yesagyo residents have held regular protests against military rule since last year’s coup.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-burns-magwe-villages.html

Chin defence forces claim high Myanmar junta death toll in week of fighting

By Mizzima | 15 May 2022

The Chin Defence Forces are claiming success in a
number of clashes with Myanmar junta troops
over a week or so of fighting.

From May 3 to 9, the Chin Defense Forces attacked
two military columns on Chin's Hakha-Falam-Kalay
road and Matupi-Mindat route, killing 68 military
troops, according to a statement released by the

= Chin National Front (CNF). Eight fighters from the
Chin Defense Forces were killed in the attacks.

From 3 May to 6 May, in the operation area of the Chin National Front-Tatmadaw along
with CAN, Chin Defense Force (Thantlang), CDF-Thantlang, Chin National Defense Force (Zo
Phei), CDF-Zo Phei, and Chin National Defense Force clashed with the junta forces at least
four times and killed 34 military troops and wounded 20 others, according to the CNF.

About 150 military troops with two tanks and 27 trucks traveling from Hakha to Falam-Kalay
was intercepted by the Chin Forces. The clash with the military took place in Ranthlo,
Tlangzar and Taar villages located on the road from Hakha to Falam.

The Myanmar troops took arrested 15 people from Hakha to use as human shields and set
fire to 10 houses in Ranthlo village and also set fire to 16 houses in Tlangzar including the
United Pentecostal Church (UPC). On 9 May, CNDF mined the military convoy which was on
its way from Falam to Kalay, killing four soldiers.

In addition, on 7 May and 8 May, about 300 military troops marched from Matupi to
Mindat-Kyaukthu in a convoy of 70 vehicles and were intercepted three times, resulting in
the death of 30 soldiers, injury to others, and the destruction of some of the vehicles,
according to a CNF statement.
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During the clashes between Hakha to Falam from 3 to 6 May, four CNA members and four
CDF- Thantlang members, a total of eight gave their lives for the people and the nation, the
statement said.

The convoy is continuing from Falam to Kalay and the convoy from Matupi was not been
able to enter Mindat, according to a local defence force.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/chin-defence-forces-claim-high-myanmar-junta-death-
toll-week-fighting

Local defence force predicts escalation of military assaults on Shan-Karenni border

A leader within the Moebye PDF, which just ambushed a Myanmar army outpost in the
township, says the junta may soon ramp up attacks in the area

Esther J | Published on May 16, 2022

Moebye PDF members seen during training in May
this year (Moebye People Defense Force/
Facebook)

The anti-junta Moebye People’s Defence Force
(MB-PDF) in southern Shan State attacked a
security outpost of the Myanmar army’s Light
Infantry Battalion (LIB) 422 on Saturday morning, a
PDF officer said.

The resistance force had waited from 1am until 6am to launch the ambush on the unit,
according to a statement claiming that at least three soldiers were killed in the 30-minute
clash.

Aung Min, a battalion commander in the MB-PDF, told Myanmar Now that the junta forces
retaliated by firing heavy artillery in their direction, forcing the fighters to eventually retreat.
Two members of the guerrilla group were reportedly injured, with one in critical condition.

Myanmar Now has yet to confirm the details of the Saturday battle.
The military has not released a statement on the incident.

LIB 422 occupies an area near the Balu Chaung hydroelectric power plant in Karenni State’s
Loikaw Township and also guards the Moebye Dam, which is the primary source of water to
the plant.

The MB-PDF reportedly attacked another checkpoint in the area on May 12 that was jointly
manned by Myanmar army soldiers and members of the Pa-O National Army. The move
prompted the junta troops to block roads east of Moebye Dam, Aung Min said.

“The situation in Moebye is very likely to get much more serious. The military might launch
assaults very soon,” he added.
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He added that the junta’s forces had already attacked villages on the border separating
Moebye and Loikaw, including the communities of Wah Yee Kaw Khu and Sao Kan.

On Friday, the PDF chapters in Karenni State’s Demoso and Hpruso townships reported
carrying out a collaborative ambush of the central police station in Demoso, resulting in two
casualties on the military’s side and three members of the resistance suffering injuries,
according to a statement.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/local-defence-force-predicts-escalation-of-
military-assaults-on-shan-karenni-border

Resistance Commander Killed in Fighting with Myanmar Junta
By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 May 2022

Fighting continues in Pekon Township, southern Shan State, following the death of at least
eight junta soldiers over the weekend.

Myanmar’s junta retaliated with artillery, helicopters and two jet fighters on Sunday,
according to 1008 Battalion of the civilian National Unity Government’s Central Region
Command.

On Sunday morning four junta soldiers, reportedly including a major, were killed, said 1008
Battalion’s spokesman.

He said the 1008 Battalion commander, a defector who had joined the civil disobedience
movement, was killed in the fighting and another was severely injured.

People’s defense forces (PDFs) and the Karenni Nationalities Defense Forces attacked junta
troops advancing from Saung Nan Khe village in Nyaung Shwe Township last Friday.

On Thursday at least 15 junta soldiers were killed during fighting in Hti Yi village about 15km
from Saung Nan Khe.

Fighting has spilled into Shan State from the resistance stronghold of Kayah State.

The Central Region Command said on Monday that four junta soldiers were killed by mines
laid by 1008 Battalion and Inle PDF on Saturday.

The resistance group on Monday urged civilians to shelter as fighting could restart at any
time.

Thousands of civilians from 35 villages in Pekon have been displaced by fighting since last
year, according to a resident.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/resistance-commander-killed-in-fighting-with-
myanmar-junta.html
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Defence force in northern Shan State claims deadly ambush on junta convoy returning
from battle

A local guerrilla group in Muse Township attacks a Myanmar army unit that had just
clashed with the ethnic Kokang MNDAA

Aung Naing | Published on May 16, 2022

A junta vehicle destroyed by the Muse-based People
Security and Defence Army is seen on May 4 (People
Security and Defence Army - Muse)

A resistance force in the northern Shan State township
of Muse carried out a lethal attack on a Myanmar

. —~ , army convoy returning from the frontlines of a clash

’ : - o with ethnic Kokang forces earlier this month, an officer
from the resistance group said on Friday.

The targeted military unit, which included soldiers from Light Infantry Battalions 240 and
241, was heading towards its tactical base at Milestone 105 on May 4 when the People
Security and Defence Army - Muse (PSDA-Muse) reportedly ambushed them on the highway
connecting Lashio and Muse.

They intercepted the five vehicles—which were reportedly made to appear as if they were
civilian trucks—between the villages of Maw Tao and Talon, some two miles from the
military base.

According to a statement released by the PSDA-Muse, the soldiers in question had just
engaged in a battle with the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA), an
ethnic Kokang armed organisation. Further details about the clash were not known at the
time of reporting.

The PSDA-Muse posted photos to their Facebook page indicating that a military truck was
destroyed in their attack. They claimed that 20 troops were killed and four injured.

Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify the number of casualties.

Assuming that the military would send reinforcement soldiers to its fight with the MNDAA,
and the PSDA-Muse had reportedly been waiting along the highway to ambush those
troops. When they were never sent, they shifted their plan and attacked the unit returning
from battle, the group’s officer explained.

“The clash with us lasted for around an hour and we chased them as they fled. They didn’t
have any time to prepare as we ambushed them in a flash,” he told Myanmar Now.

He said that the PSDA-Muse also lost two members in the incident, noting, “one died during
the battle and another one died while we were withdrawing.”

Zaw Gyi, 33, was reportedly killed while trying to retrieve weapons belonging to the fallen
troops, and 22-year-old Mee Tauk, was killed as resistance forces retreated from the scene.

Page 8 of 58


https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/defence-force-in-northern-shan-state-claims-deadly-ambush-on-junta-convoy-returning-from-battle
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/defence-force-in-northern-shan-state-claims-deadly-ambush-on-junta-convoy-returning-from-battle
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/9108
https://www.myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/news-images/mn_web_photo_size_90.jpeg

The officer explained that through the use of guerrilla tactics, his group managed to inflict
damage despite the difference in firepower with the junta unit.

In the days since the clash along the highway, he said that the military had been launching
multiple assaults on areas where they believed members of the resistance to be hiding, but
did not reveal further information regarding the locations of these attacks.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/defence-force-in-northern-shan-state-claims-
deadly-ambush-on-junta-convoy-returning-from-battle

Burma Army Killing Civilians In Ywar Ngarn Township
By SHAN - May 16, 2022

According to a prominent Shan group, the regime murdered 10 civilians in Ywar Ngarn
Township in southern Shan State from February to April.

i Ywarngarn case SHRF statement
¥ "Instead of protecting civilians, they’re
£ committing human rights violations. They’ve
become the enemy of the people,” said Sai
= Hor Seng of Shan Human Rights Foundation

(SHRF). He told SHAN that they’ve published
a report to expose the Burma Army’s (BA)
crimes against rural people.

During the same period, SHRF found that regime forces abducted 25 people and set fire to
13 houses.

On 15 February, BA shot and killed 21-year-old Maung Zin Min Khine as he returned to
Nabang Gyi from Karenni State, where he was working. The young man’s body was sent to
the Kalay hospital and cremated without his family’s knowledge.

Over 800 villagers from Nabang Gyi, Lwa Sin, Lae Kai and Pae Yin Tawng, who fled BA
offensives, are hiding in the jungle.

In March, BA abducted three people and destroyed five houses. Soldiers murdered six
people from Pae Yin Tawng in mid-April because they were accused of supporting the
resistance. Earlier that month, seven people were abducted and eight houses destroyed.

The People’s Defence Force (PDF) killed at least four soldiers in an ambush on a BA column
on 9 April. Since then, the regime has been going from village to village, interrogating
civilians and searching for the PDF’s camp in Ywar Ngarn Township.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24935
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249,500 people remain displaced by conflict and insecurity in southeastern Myanmar:
OCHA

PUBLISHED 16 MAY 2022

There have been 249,500 people displaced by conflict and insecurity
in the southeast of Myanmar, OCHA Myanmar reported in a
statement.

The security situation remains tense across southeast Myanmar,
particularly in the states of Kayin Station and Mon Station and
Tanintharyi Region. An escalation of armed clashes has been
reported in Kyainseikgyi and Myawaddy townships in Kayin State and Bilin township in Mon
State over the past two weeks. As a result, approximately 8,460 people in Bilin township,
4,750 people in Kyarinseikgyi township and 500 people in Myawaddy township were
displaced, according to UN data.

The situation remains dynamic and in parallel, more than 1,000 IDPs have returned to Bilin
township over the past week. In Tanintharyi Region also, fighting in Palaw township has
resulted in the displacement of 1,000 people who fled to safer areas or into the jungle.

Overall, across the southeast, as of 2 May, 249,500 people remain displaced because of the
conflict and insecurity since February 2021. Nationwide, as of 2 May, there are 936,700
people displaced, including 590,100 who have fled since February 2021. Unhindered
humanitarian access to conflict-affected areas is urgently required to deliver critical life-
saving assistance, OCHA Myanmar reported.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/249500-people-remain-displaced-by-conflict-and-
insecurity-in-southeastern-myanmar-ocha

NGOs express concern over plan to deliver aid to Myanmar junta directly
By Mizzima | 16 May 2022

The Special Advisory Council for Myanmar (SAC-M), an advocacy group consisting of former
UN experts on Myanmar, has condemned ASEAN’s announcement that it is to deliver
humanitarian assistance via the military junta in a statement published on 9 May.

The group argued that the strategy would likely have no benefit for the people of Myanmar,
yet assist the State Administration Council (SAC) in achieving its military objectives, reports
DVB.

The military regime flagged five regions it would allow humanitarian assistance to — Kayah
and Kayin State and Sagaing, Magway, and Bago Regions.

“The areas singled out for humanitarian assistance by the military junta under ASEAN’s plan
are the very areas where the junta has been relentlessly attacking civilians with airstrikes
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and scorched-earth campaigns for months on end,” said Marzuki Darusman, a member of
SAC-M. “The junta has no power in those areas and its attempt to control ASEAN’s delivery
of aid to them is nothing more than a strategy designed to advance its military agenda.”

Other organizations and stakeholders also condemned the ASEAN bloc’s humanitarian plan.

The Burmese activist group Progressive Myanmar published a joint statement this week
from Burmese civil society organizations and international organizations that expresses
grave concerns about humanitarian aid being weaponized by the military through ASEAN’s
proposal.

The statement was signed by over 700 signatories both inside and outside of Myanmar.

Myanmar’s National Unity Government (NUG) also posted a statement on one of its
Facebook pages on May 7 expressing disappointment about the outcome of the
Consultative Meeting on ASEAN Humanitarian Assistance to Myanmar held on 6 May,
reports DVB.

ASEAN faces increasing pressure from Myanmar activists and international organizations to
deliver humanitarian aid through third parties and to engage with the NUG. In the aftermath
of 2008’s devastating Cyclone Nargis, the Myanmar military famously blocked international
aid from reaching intended beneficiaries, instead embezzling funds for its own use.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/ngos-express-concern-over-plan-deliver-aid-myanmar-
junta-directly

Myanmar NUG FM raps attitude of ASEAN chair, claiming pro-junta bias
By Mizzima |

The National Unity Government (NUG) foreign minister has
criticized the attitude of the ASEAN chair for being biased
towards the Myanmar military junta.

NUG Foreign Minister Zin Mar Aung said she was responding
to the comment made by the Cambodian government in
which they inferred they would not do what the Myanmar

junta does not like.

In an interview with RFA, NUG Foreign Minister Zin Mar Aung criticized Cambodia for its role
in the current ASEAN chairmanship.

She said that Cambodian Foreign Minister Prak Sakhonn and ASEAN envoy said he would
only follow what the Myanmar junta gave the green light to.

“So, we have to question the principle of the country that takes the ASEAN chairmanship,”
said Zin Mar Aung.
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Zin Mar Aung pointed out that the Myanmar issue needs to be resolved impartially and the
ASEAN chair should abide by the ASEAN consensus.

'When resolving the Myanmar issue, we should go to the Solution Base, and the ASEAN
consensus should be strictly adhered to by ASEAN itself, especially the country which takes
the chair. Doing nothing that the junta does not like is a question of ASEAN chairmanship,’
said Minister Zin Mar Aung.

The Myanmar issue was also discussed at the US-ASEAN Summit in Washington DC this
week. Zin Mar Aung said she welcomed the stand of other ASEAN countries on the
Myanmar issue, especially Malaysia.

The current chair of ASEAN is Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen and Cambodian Foreign
Minister Prak Sakhonn holds the position of the special envoy to Myanmar.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-nug-fm-raps-attitude-asean-chair-claiming-
pro-junta-bias

Malaysian Foreign Minister Meets Counterpart From Myanmar’s Shadow Govt
By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 May 2022

In another blow to Myanmar’s military regime, the Malaysian foreign minister met with his
counterpart from Myanmar’s anti-regime National Unity Government (NUG), which the
junta has designated a terrorist organization.

Malaysian Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah became the first minister from an
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) member country to personally and publicly
meet a NUG minister.

Saifuddin early this month attracted the regime’s ire by commenting that a move by ASEAN
to informally engage the NUG “may be conceivable, especially on how humanitarian aid to
the people of Myanmar who are still in their country can be delivered.”

The junta slammed his comment as “irresponsible and reckless” and warned Malaysia
against contacting or supporting what it calls a “terrorist group.”

Myanmar has been in social and political turmoil since the military seized power from the
country’s democratically elected government led by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi last year. ASEAN
adopted a five-point peace plan for Myanmar in April 2021 urging the junta to immediately
end the violence in the country and to hold an inclusive political dialogue, among other
steps. The regime, which has killed more than 1,800 civilians so far, has failed to implement
the plan. As a result, relations between the regional grouping and the junta have turned
sour, with the regime’s leadership barred from attending summits since last year.

More than one week after the regime’s furious response to Malaysia, Saifuddin met the
NUG minister, Daw Zin Mar Aung, informally on Saturday in Washington, where ASEAN
leaders were gathered for a special summit between the US and the bloc. While junta leader
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Min Aung Hlaing was excluded from the summit, US Deputy Secretary of State Wendy
Sherman and the US President’s Special Assistant and Senior Director for Democracy and
Human Rights Rob Berschinski met with the NUG minister on Myanmar issue.

The NUG foreign minister tweeted that she had a “productive meeting” with Saifuddin and
discussed “the dire situation in Myanmar, and how the NUG and Malaysia can work
together to restore peace and democracy in Myanmar, including humanitarian assistance
and support for the Myanmar refugees.”

Saifuddin tweeted that he had an informal meeting with Daw Zin Mar Aung “to express
Malaysia’s support and solidarity with the people of Myanmar and stand ready to work
towards restoring peace and democracy in Myanmar.”

The Malaysian foreign minister’s meeting with his NUG counterpart came amid
condemnation of ASEAN over the lack of progress on its peace plan for Myanmar after a
year, which has led to pressure for the regional bloc to engage with the NUG instead.

The regime’s Foreign Ministry said on Saturday that it “protested and objected in the
strongest terms” to engagements in Washington between officials from the US State
Department and representatives from “the so-called National Unity Government (NUG) and
their subordinates.” It also rejected the summit’s joint statement, in which the US and
ASEAN said they would “redouble their collective efforts towards a peaceful solution in
Myanmar that also reflects a continued commitment to human rights and fundamental
freedoms, as outlined in the ASEAN Charter.”

On the Malaysian minster’s meeting with the NUG foreign minister, the regime’s Foreign
Ministry said it reiterated its call on government officials and parliamentarians of ASEAN
member states and External Dialogue Partners “not to make contacts, engagements or
communication as well as providing any support and assistance to those terrorist groups
and their representatives.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/malaysian-foreign-minister-meets-counterpart-
from-myanmars-shadow-govt.html

US-ASEAN Special Summit urges Myanmar to fully implement Five-Point Consensus, allow
ASEAN Special Envoy to meet all parties concerned

PUBLISHED 15 MAY 2022

Photo-AFP

The US-ASEAN Special Summit has highlighted
Myanmar’s issue in a joint statement calling for the
timely and complete implementation of the Five-
Point Consensus and allowing the Special Envoy of
ASEAN to have full access to all parties concerned.

The statement came after the summit, attended by
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leaders of the US and ASEAN member countries, was held in Washington, D.C., on 12-13
May 2022.

In the statement they said: “We remain deeply concerned over the crisis in Myanmar. We
highlight Myanmar’s commitment to the ASEAN Five-Point Consensus during the ASEAN
Leaders’ Meeting on 24 April 2021 and urge the timely and complete implementation of the
Five-Point Consensus. We will continue to support ASEAN’s efforts to facilitate a peaceful
solution in the interest of the people of Myanmar, including through the work of the Special
Envoy of the ASEAN Chair on Myanmar, in building confidence and trust with full access to
all parties concerned, and effective delivery of humanitarian assistance to the people of
Myanmar, including those who are the most in need, without discrimination. We reiterate
our commitment to peace and stability in the region and continue to call for the immediate
cessation of violence in Myanmar and for the release of all political detainees, including
foreigners. We will redouble our collective efforts towards a peaceful solution in Myanmar
that also reflects a continued commitment to human rights and fundamental freedoms, as
outlined in the ASEAN Charter. We welcome close coordination between the Special Envoy
of the ASEAN Chair on Myanmar and the Special Envoy of the UN Secretary-General on
Myanmar to ensure synergy in this important endeavor.”

Myanmar did not send any representative to the summit, hosted by the United State.
During the summit, the seat of Myanmar was kept empty, according to the decision of
ASEAN to invite only a non-political representative to attend.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/us-asean-special-summit-urges-myanmar-to-fully-
implement-five-point-consensus-allow-asean

Malaysian FM: ‘Junta should be more open to ASEAN proposals’

Humanitarian aid to Myanmar should not be “weaponized,” Saifuddin Abdullah says after
meeting with NUG counterpart.

By Nani Yusof for BenarNews | 2022.05.16

Malaysian Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah
responds to a reporter’s question during a press
conference at the Willard InterContinental Hotel
in Washington, May 14, 2022. RFA

The Myanmar junta should do more to help
ASEAN deliver humanitarian aid across the
turmoil-hit country, Malaysia’s top diplomat said
after meeting in Washington with the Burmese opposition’s foreign minister.

Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah spoke to reporters here on Saturday after his first in-
person meeting with Zin Mar Aung, his counterpart from the opposition “shadow”
government of Myanmar, made up of elected leaders who were overthrown in a military
coup in February 2021.
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“I think the junta should be more open to ASEAN proposals, especially in the current
situation in helping to distribute the humanitarian assistance,” Saifuddin told a press
conference.

“We have to be transparent. We want to make sure that whatever that is distributed will
reach the actual target group. What we don’t want to happen is for humanitarian
assistance to be weaponized by the junta and used in a certain way that is so
discriminatory, that only certain people will receive the assistance.”

The two diplomats met at a hotel near the White House, a day after the leaders of
Malaysia and other members of the Association of the Southeast Asian Nations met with
President Joe Biden and other senior U.S. officials for a special U.S.-ASEAN Summit here.

Saifuddin described his discussion with Zin Mar Aung as a “heart-to-heart” one that
focused largely on how to improve the distribution of humanitarian aid inside Myanmar.

Zin Mar Aung, who represents the National Unity Government (NUG) on the world stage,
later took to Twitter to post a message about the meeting with Saifuddin.

“Had a productive meeting with Foreign Minister of Malaysia @saifuddinabd about the
dire situation in Myanmar, and how the NUG and Malaysia can work together to restore
peace and democracy in Myanmar, including humanitarian assistance and support for the
Myanmar refugees,” she tweeted on Sunday.

During her visit to Washington, Zin Mar Aung also met with Wendy Sherman, a senior
U.S. State Department official who played a prominent role at the U.S.-ASEAN Summit, on
the sidelines of that meeting.

Among his ASEAN counterparts, Saifuddin has been leading calls lately for the Southeast
Asian bloc to hold informal talks with the National Unity Government.

The Burmese military government, in the meantime, has denounced reports of
engagements in the U.S. capital between State Department and NUG officials and has
sent protest notes to all ASEAN countries and the United States calling on them to not
speak with the shadow government, Reuters reported on Saturday. It cited a statement
from the junta-appointed foreign ministry.

During their meeting, Saifuddin and Zin Mar Aung also discussed the possibility of
Malaysia allowing the NUG to open an office in Kuala Lumpur, Saifuddin said, adding this
idea had yet to be discussed in detail.

Given the NUG’s prominent role in Myanmar, the opposition government could play an
important role in helping deliver and distribute humanitarian aid, Saifuddin said.

“IW]e have the same understanding that humanitarian assistance must be organized in a
certain way that it is transparent. We cannot have only the junta doing the humanitarian
assistance,” Saifuddin told reporters.
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“Malaysia’s proposal is that you must have a strong presence of international
organizations, and the best way is to have organizations under the auspices of the United
Nations.”

The U.N.’s Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is in Myanmar
already, but more needs to be done, according to Saifuddin. Malaysia is proposing that
each of ASEAN’s other member-states offer up one NGO to help deliver aid to the
Burmese people, he said.

Brutal crackdown

According to human rights groups, at least 1,800 civilians have been killed during a brutal
crackdown against opponents of the coup led by Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, the junta
chief, who was barred from attending the Washington summit.

ASEAN has been heavily criticized for failing to carry out a five-point consensus that
leaders from the bloc as well as the junta chief had agreed to at an emergency summit in
Jakarta in April 2021.

Since then, the junta has refused to allow a special envoy from ASEAN to meet with NUG
officials during his visits to the country, and which was framed among the five points in
the so-called consensus.

At Saturday’s news conference, a reporter asked Saifuddin whether the conditions
existed for ASEAN to open informal talks with the NUG.

“l think the conditions [are] already here,” he said. “Now we are saying [that] after one
year, nothing [has] moved. Since nothing [has] moved, more people are killed, more
people [have] fled the country.”

“We can’t wait for another one year, so we have to be creative,” Saifuddin said. “And this
is why we are saying, look, we have been for one year talking to the junta and nothing
seems to be moving, so it’s about time we also talk to the NUG, even if it is in an informal

”

way.
BenarNews is an RFA-dffiliated online news service.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/asean-junta-05162022164223.html

ASEAN’s Five-Point Consensus ‘Not Appropriate’ for Myanmar: Ex-US Ambassador
By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 May 2022

Since it seized power in February 2021, Myanmar’s military regime has ignored international
calls to end its use of violence, release political prisoners and negotiate with its opponents.
Some Western nations have applied sanctions, while powerful neighbors India and China
have largely sought to protect their own interests. Regional bloc ASEAN has been split, with
some members seeking to engage the junta and others calling for contact with the shadow
National Unity Government. The Irrawaddy spoke to Scot Marciel, former United States
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ambassador to Myanmar (2016-20) and currently a Visiting Scholar at Stanford University’s
Walter Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research Center, about the current state of regional and
international efforts to tackle the Myanmar crisis.

The Irrawaddy: There have been many tragic stories in Myanmar since the coup. It is not
enough to just pressure the regime to change its behavior or to make concessions. Can you
talk about how the international community and regional groupings such as the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) should assist the Myanmar people?

Marciel: | would offer two thoughts. First, | don’t think you can expect ASEAN to solve this
problem, certainly not by itself. The ASEAN Five-Point Consensus, while it's done with very
good intentions, not only are the points not being implemented, they are actually not
appropriate for the situation in Myanmar in my view. So it is a mistake to dwell on the Five-
Point Consensus. | don’t really blame ASEAN too much for that because the junta is refusing
to be reasonable at all and make any kind of concessions. Second, as Malaysia’s foreign
minister has suggested publicly, more engagement with the National Unity Government
(NUG) and other figures opposed to the junta is really important. | am pleased to see that
[US] Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman met with Zin Mar Aung [the NUG foreign
minister, on Aug. 12] in Washington. | think there needs to be more engagement with the
NUG and other actors, recognizing that trying to convince the generals to hold talks with
those who oppose them is not really a very useful way of going about things.

The Irrawaddy: Do you think the NUG is the best option, aside from Ethnic Armed
Organizations (EAOs) and other stakeholders, in terms of whom the US and ASEAN should
be engaging with?

Marciel: | know some people have not been fully satisfied with the NUG. | understand that,
but it’s certainly one important actor that has a lot more legitimacy than the junta for sure. |
think it is useful to engage with the NUG, but also with actors who are seeking to return the
country to a democratic and peaceful path.

The Irrawaddy: When we talk about ASEAN there are some criticisms, because so far the
Five-Point Consensus as you said is going nowhere, but people keep talking about it. We,
ourselves, have become the hostages of the consensus. Beyond ASEAN, there has also been
some criticism that the US and other Western countries are outsourcing the Myanmar crisis
to ASEAN. We know that ASEAN is toothless and powerless, and so far has achieved little on
Myanmar. Why has the West outsourced the problem to ASEAN?

Marciel: To be fair, at least for the United States, | don’t think the United States is
necessarily expecting ASEAN by itself to solve the problem. The truth is | don’t know any
outside player that can solve the problem. ASEAN can help. This goes back to, among other
things, the Five-Point Consensus. It’s not just that the points aren’t being implemented, they
really aren’t appropriate for the situation. A ceasefire... OK If the military stops all violence
and allows peaceful protests, that would be useful. But does anyone really think that is
going to happen? Second, dialogue, my sense is, again | can’t speak for the Myanmar
people, but it seems people aren’t interested in negotiating and compromising with the
military junta. They want them out of power. And | think the international community
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should be supporting those efforts, rather than proposing and calling for some kind of
dialogue that is completely unrealistic, at least at this time.

Then-US Ambassador to Myanmar Scot Marciel
speaks to reporters and civil society leaders in
Yangon on May 9, 2016. / The Irrawaddy

The Irrawaddy: In the past, the US has played a
major role in promoting democracy, freedom and
federal union in Myanmar. You know in 2008-09, we
had Kurt Campbell, one of the key architects of the
pivot to Asia and of course specific Myanmar policies
of principled engagement, and the carrot-and-stick approach, where sanctions were
imposed but also with the incentive that if reforms took place, the sanctions would be
eased. There was very consistent and intense communication with the then regime and the
opposition in Myanmar. Do you think that, in coordination with ASEAN, the US can work on
Myanmar issues with the same vigor and energy as it did in the late 2000s?

Marciel: It’s a good question. It’s very clear that the US and the Biden administration remain
very supportive of efforts to help the country go back to democracy and peace and federal
union. But my sense is that it’s hard to figure out what they can actually do to make that
happen. There’s not a lot of easy choices, whether it’s the United States or ASEAN, because
the generals do not seem interested in doing anything positive, they are just holding onto
power. We've seen what they are willing to do to their own people for the sake of holding
power. And it narrows the space for diplomacy, certainly. | would have a very hard time if |
were still in the government saying we should engage with the junta and try to create
incentives for them because | think there is no chance, absent them feeling much more
pressure, that they are willing to seriously consider changing their approach.

The Irrawaddy: Do you think there should be more sanctions, more pressure, including
maybe an arms embargo? What about ASEAN and other countries like China, Thailand and
India?

Marciel: There is no great option right now. | don’t believe there is, at this point at least, any
opportunity for dialogue that will return the country to a democratic path or democratic
federalism. | don’t think the military can restore stability and govern the country effectively.
So the best possible scenario is for the military to face so much pressure, that they then
begin to look for a way out. So yes, | think maximum pressure, both internally and
externally, on the military whether it’s by sanctions or other means is the best chance of
achieving progress, though it won’t be easy.

The Irrawaddy: We have a powerful neighbor, China, which shares a long border with
Myanmar. We also have our neighbor Thailand, which is absorbing refugees and migrant
workers and asylum seekers. Because of the crisis, they are also sharing the burden.
Obviously, China is always supportive of those in power, whether it is the regime or a
democratic government. If China and Thailand don’t make any moves, don’t apply any
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external pressure, it is hard to see any policy of maximizing pressure on the regime working.
Do you agree?

Marciel: | agree that there are limits in terms of external pressure. That’s why there is no
easy answer. It seems that China is willing to support the junta even though nearly the
entire population of Myanmar opposes that. | don’t think that is likely to change. On
Thailand, | hope that the Thai authorities will see that the longer the military is in power, the
more problems there are going to be across the border, including refugees and instability.
And the Thais, | think, will have an interest in pressing in their own way, pressing the
military to look for a way out, because otherwise this crisis is going to continue and
Thailand’s going to suffer from some of these cross-border challenges, including very serious
humanitarian issues.

The Irrawaddy: We have heard that the regime is not happy with the idea of —the wording
is quite sensitive—a humanitarian corridor. But Thailand will have to play a key role if cross-
border assistance and humanitarian assistance are to reach a large number of Myanmar
people. What are your thoughts on that, as the US has made at least four high-ranking
official visits to Thailand since the coup? Should the Biden administration engage and
cooperate with the Thai government to provide assistance?

Scot: There is a lot of discussion between the US and Thai officials on this. | don’t know the
substance of those discussions. | am not sure what exactly has been said. But to me the
United States and Thailand, even if we may have somewhat different views on the coup and
the junta, we should try to find a way to work together at a minimum to address the serious
humanitarian need right along the Thai border and just across the border. You know it is not
easy for Thailand as a neighbor of Myanmar having to deal with the junta. But | think there
are ways that this could be done carefully and | assume that these discussions are
happening between the United States and Thailand. | hope that they lead to greater and
more successful efforts to get humanitarian assistance to the border and across the border
on behalf of Myanmar people.

The Irrawaddy: Not only Thailand but, since 1988, the US has also been one of the more
generous countries in taking Myanmar refugees and asylum seekers from the Thailand-
Myanmar border. This time, again, we see the educated people, the middle class,
technicians, professionals, artists, media and IT people, leaving Myanmar. It is a brain drain
for Myanmar, but a brain gain for the countries they go to. Do you agree that those people
are hugely beneficial to those societies?

Marciel: Yes, | agree. | think, the US processing of...I hate to sound bureaucratic, but you
know working to welcome refugees is not a fast process, because there are so many
refugees around the world who are seeking asylum in the United States and other places.
The US does, as you said, have a long record of accepting and welcoming refugees from
Burma/Myanmar. | expect that will continue. | mean, it serves one aspect. A lot of people
want to go back to the country and contribute, but right now the conditions aren’t right. For
those who definitely want to leave, | think the United States will continue to welcome them.
But there is a process, because there are so many refugees around the world now.
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The Irrawaddy: In Myanmar, as in any country, the people need a professional military, but
not the one we have right now. That’s why people have taken up arms against it and the
regime. You wrote an article about the Myanmar military last year. Can you talk about
reform in the military and security sector?

Marciel: It is too bad that the situation has reached the point that people feel like they have
no choice but to take up arms. | don’t judge them for that. It is unfortunate. But the military
took away the peaceful option for people to protest or express their views against the junta.
It is understandable why a number of people have taken up arms. | wrote the article
because | was hearing from some people in the region and around the world saying well, the
Myanmar military is an essential institution and one of the country’s few unifying
institutions. | disagree. In theory it should be a unifying institution, but it hasn’t been one.
It’s been one that has been a source of so much division and so much conflict. | am sure that
there are individuals in the military who would like to work in a professional military but, at
least at the leadership level, the culture of brutality and impunity is so deeply ingrained that
| don’t think you can reason with these generals. | think Myanmar does need a military, but
a dramatically reformed military that will be answerable to the civilian government and
that, over many years, will adopt a very different culture and will respect human rights
instead of waging war on the people.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/aseans-five-point-consensus-not-
appropriate-for-myanmar-ex-us-ambassador.html

China, ASEAN to hold South China Sea code of conduct talks this month

For the last two years, most talks over the South China Sea have been conducted online
because of the pandemic.

By RFA Staff | 2022.05.16

F A Chinese coast guard ship (L) shadowing a
Philippine coast guard vessel (R) while conducting a
maritime patrol in Scarborough Shoal in the South
China Sea, in photo taken on March 2, 2022 and
released by Philippine Coast Guard on March 27.
Philippine Coast Guard

China and countries from the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) will conduct
face-to-face consultations on a Code of Conduct (COC) in the disputed South China Sea
later this month in Cambodia, the Chinese Foreign Ministry has said.

Spokesperson Zhao Lijian told reporters in Beijing that the consultations will be done in
person “in the latter half of this month... despite the impact of COVID-19.”

For the last two years, most of the negotiations over the South China Sea, the thorniest
issue between China and ASEAN, have been conducted online because of the pandemic.
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China and ASEAN agreed on a Declaration of Conduct of Parties (DOC) in the South China
Sea in 2003, but progress on a COC has been slow going amid an increasing risk of
conflict.

China’s diplomats are believed to be making fresh efforts to speed up COC negotiations
with ASEAN, especially as China’s close ally Cambodia is holding the bloc’s chairmanship
this year.

“Establishing a COC is clearly stipulated in the DOC, and represents the common
aspiration and need of China and ASEAN countries,” said spokesman Zhao.

He said that China “is fully confident in reaching a COC,” which would provide a “more
solid guarantee of rules for lasting tranquility of the South China Sea.”

Yet analysts say there are still major stumbling blocks to be addressed, such as China’s
self-proclaimed historical rights over 90 percent of the South China Sea and the long-
standing division within ASEAN over maritime disputes.

China and five other parties including four ASEAN member states —Brunei, Malaysia, the
Philippines and Vietnam — hold competing claims in the South China Sea but the Chinese
claims are the most expansive and a 2016 international arbitration tribunal ruled that
they had no legal basis.

“If the idea is to produce a comprehensive COC that addresses all of the different
concerns of the claimant countries, | do not think it is achievable,” Jay Batongbacal,
director of the Institute for Maritime Affairs and Law of the Sea at the University of the
Philippines, told RFA in an earlier interview.

i = Credit: RFAU.S.-ASEAN Special Summit

The South China Sea was high on the agenda at last
week’s Special Summit between ASEAN countries
and the United States.

The Joint Vision Statement issued at the end of the
summit said that parties “recognize the benefits of
having the South China Sea as a sea of peace,

SOUTH CHINA SEA : . va H
TERRITORIAL CLAIMS " Rt

stability, and prosperity.”

“We emphasize the importance of practical measures that could reduce tensions and the
risk of accidents, misunderstandings, and miscalculation,” the statement said.

Without mentioning China, the signatories of the joint vision statement “emphasized the
need to maintain and promote an environment conducive to the COC negotiations” and
said they welcomed further progress “towards the early conclusion of an effective and
substantive COC.”

Some analysts, however, think that the U.S. involvement may not be beneficial to the
COC negotiation process.
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“l don’t think it will help improve the South China Sea situation,” said Kimkong Heng, a
senior research fellow at the Cambodia Development Center.

“The U.S. has its own agendas that might exacerbate rather than facilitate the South
China Sea negotiation,” he said.

Cambodia is not a claimant in the South China Sea. From Phnom Penh’s standpoint, the
U.S. will likely “continue to pressure Cambodia on the potential Chinese military base in
the kingdom,” added Heng

“This will serve as a barrier for any meaningful negotiations between the U.S. and
Cambodia on national and regional issues,” Heng said.

ASEAN comprises ten members: Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar,
the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/asean-southchinasea-05162022091755.html

Myanmar’s Civilian Government Holds Talks With Arakan Army
By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 May 2022

In an attempt to engage with armed groups which can help topple Myanmar’s military
regime, the civilian National Unity Government (NUG) said it held an online meeting with
Rakhine State’s Arakan Army (AA).

The shadow government’s Alliance Relations Committee, its foreign minister Daw Zin Mar
Aung and prominent ‘88 Generation leader U Min Ko Naing spoke to AA chief Major General
Tun Myat Naing and his deputy Brigadier General Nyo Tun Aung for two hours on Monday.

The NUG said it was a cordial discussion about the situation and the shadow government’s
activities.

Formed in April last year following the coup, the NUG is made up of ousted National League
for Democracy lawmakers and allies from ethnic minorities to challenge junta legitimacy at
home and abroad.

The NUG has been trying to build trust with ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) to fight the
regime, promising a federal democratic union after the regime is ousted.

Major EAOs like the Karen National Liberation Army and Kachin Independence Army have
formal alliances and fight with the NUG’s armed wing, the people’s defense forces (PDFs).
The AA has supported the PDFs with training and weapons.

Established in 2009, the AA has been fighting the military in Rakhine State since 2015 for
self-determination for the Rakhine or Arakan community.

It has the support of the Rakhine population and was inflicting huge casualties on the
military in Rakhine State and Paletwa Township in neighboring Chin State until an informal
ceasefire was agreed in late 2020.
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The AA has since set up its own administration and judiciary across much of the state.
Despite the ceasefire, tensions between the regime and AA remain high.

Recently, Tun Myat Naing tweeted the junta’s western commander, reminding him where
Rakhine State is located and warning him not to irritate the AA.

On Sunday, fighting broke out between the AA and regime in Paletwa after AA troops fired
at a helicopter bringing food to junta troops.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-civilian-government-holds-talks-with-
arakan-army.html

Myanmar’s shadow government holds talks with powerful Arakan Army

An analyst says an alliance could shift the balance of power to the country’s anti-junta
forces.

By RFA Myanmar Service | 2022.05.16
Members of the Arakan Army in an undated photo. AA

Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government (NUG)
on Monday met for the first time with leaders from the
country’s formidable Arakan Army (AA) insurgent group,
prompting speculation over an alliance that an analyst
said could give the opposition the upper hand over an
overextended military.

NUG Foreign Minister Zin Mar Aung and Min Ko Naing, the head of its Alliance Relations
Committee, held a two-hour meeting via video conference with United League of
Arakan/Arakan Army (ULA/AA) chairman, Gen. Tun Myat Naing, and Gen. Sec. Nyo Tun
Aung. The NUG said in a statement that the two sides discussed “the current political
situation in Myanmar.”

“The parties held cordial discussions on the state of the nation and exchanged views,”
said the statement, which referred to the Rakhine group as the “ULA/AA-led Rakhine
People’s Government.”

“Additionally, the current activities of the National Unity Government were discussed by
relevant ministries,” it added, without providing further details.

AA spokesperson Khing Thukha confirmed the meeting in an interview with RFA’s
Myanmar Service, calling it an “exchange of views” on the political situation in Myanmar
more than 15 months after the military took power in a Feb. 1, 2021, coup.

The AA agreed to a ceasefire with Myanmar’s military in late 2020 after around two years
of intensive fighting. The ceasefire was tested in February when the military attacked two
AA bases in Rakhine state, prompting clashes in the region, sources told RFA at the time.
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Talks with the NUG, which the junta has labeled a “terrorist organization,” are likely to
ruffle feathers in Naypyidaw.

When asked whether the AA expects a resumption of fighting with the military in
Rakhine, Khaing Thukha said that time will tell.

“It depends on [the junta’s] actions, and whether they respond militarily or politically,”
he said. “We will respond as necessary, depending on their actions.”

Monday’s meeting came a day after the NUG issued a statement marking Rakhine
National Day and expressing condolences for “the suffering of the people affected by the
military and political conflict in Rakhine state,” and pledging to “work with relevant
organizations to bring about justice.”

The shadow government sent a similar message on April 10 to mark the 13t anniversary
of the founding of the AA.

Potential shift in power

Political analyst Ye Tun said that if talks between the NUG and the ULA/AA are successful,
fighting could resume in Rakhine and shift the nationwide balance of power in favor of
the armed resistance, led by the NUG-aligned People’s Defense Force (PDF) paramilitary
group.

“If renewed fighting occurs there, the military will have to extend its forces even further
to deal with a new battlefront,” he said.

“It would not be able to mobilize and attack in one place, so the PDFs would enjoy a slight
advantage over the other fronts.”

Ye Tun noted that the AA has yet to respond to an invitation to peace talks last month
from junta chief, Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing. He said the ethnic Rakhine army would not
attend if it pursues an alliance with the NUG.

Earlier this month, the country’s four most powerful ethnic armed groups — the Kachin
Independence Organisation, the Karen National Union, the Karenni National Progressive
Party and the Chin National Front— all rejected the invitation, saying that by not offering
the NUG and the PDF the chance to participate, the junta showed it is unwilling to meet
halfway.

The NUG has reportedly made overtures to the AA in the past.

On April 16, ULA/AA Chairman Tun Myat Naing tweeted that the NUG had “invited us to
join hands” in the aftermath of the coup, but the AA chose not to respond because “we
had our own agenda to pursue.”

Fierce fighting erupted between the military and the AA in December 2018 under
deposed National League for Democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi’s civilian government,
but the two sides brokered a ceasefire in November 2020 and the region had been largely
quiet since.
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However, on May 15 this year, the AA announced that the junta had undermined the
agreement and said clashes with the military “could occur at any time” in Rakhine state.

Ten armed ethnic groups have signed a Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement with the
government since 2015 and have suggested that the deal remains in place, despite an
already flailing peace process that was all but destroyed by the unpopular junta’s coup.
Previously, all 10 said they would not pursue talks with the military, which they view as
having stolen power from the country’s democratically elected government.

The military has made 12 invitations to the country’s armed ethnic groups since the coup,
but the April offering marked the first time Min Aung Hlaing said he would attend.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/talks-05162022175552.html

Junta Troops Clash With Arakan Army in Western Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 May 2022

Myanmar military troops and the Arakan Army (AA) clashed on Sunday around noon near
the village of Than Htaung in Chin State’s Paletwa Township.

The clash happened after AA fighters fired at a helicopter bringing in food supplies for junta
troops deployed on a hill near Than Htaung, according to a Than Htaung villager.

“Soldiers have been deployed there for a long time. The fighting started around noon and it
lasted for around 20 minutes. They also fired heavy guns. Some villagers fled and some hid
in their houses. The gunfire stopped only after the helicopter left,” he told The Irrawaddy.

Some houses in Than Htaung were damaged by gunfire, while some unexploded mortar
bombs hit the ground, according to villagers.

Than Htaung, which is located upstream of the Lay Myo River, is adjacent to Mrauk-U in
Rakhine State. AA troops are active in the area, and military regime troops are deployed at
the village police station and on a hill near the village.

Military tensions have been running high in Rakhine State for months, said the AAin a
statement on Monday. The statement accused the regime of increasing its military presence
in Rakhine and disrupting the administrative and judicial mechanisms of the AA by accusing
its staff.

In their statement, the AA urged locals to avoid travelling near military outposts and bases,
saying that clashes could break out at any time due to increasing tensions.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/junta-troops-clash-with-arakan-army-in-western-
myanmar-2.html
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KIO Warns Civil Servants in Northern Myanmar Not to Work for Junta
By THE IRRAWADDY |16 May 2022

The Kachin Independence Organization (KIO), the political wing of the Kachin Independence
Army, has warned civil servants working under the Myanmar junta to resign from their jobs
in a number of northern Myanmar towns.

In letters dated May 14, the administrative bodies in Kachin State’s Myitkyina, Hukawng and
Shin Bway Yang districts and Tanai Township, parts of which are under KIO control, urged
civil servants to “voluntarily resign from their posts.”

“Anyone who continues to work for the junta will have to take responsibility for any
consequences,” the letter reads.

The KIO, one of Myanmar’s oldest ethnic revolutionary groups, is currently fighting junta
troops and runs some 10 administrative districts in Kachin State and northern Shan State.

The spokesman of its central committee, Colonel Naw Bu, confirmed that the warning
letters were issued by the respective administrative bodies, not directly by the KIO.

“The move shows that the KIO is planning to increase military [operations] while it expands
the territory under its administration,” said an ethnic affairs expert who spoke on condition
of anonymity.

Since the military coup in February last year, the KIO/KIA has been one of the ethnic armed
groups helping anti-regime protesters and providing shelter and military training to young
people, especially from central Myanmar, seeking help.

The Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM) was launched by striking state employees on Feb.
3, 2021, just two days after the military coup, and remains a strong source of resistance to
the junta’s rule. More than 400,000 individuals joined the CDM last year, according to the
civilian National Unity Government (NUG). It also said last month that the ethnic armed
groups, the NUG’s allies, and the resistance groups are in control of 50 percent of the
country’s territory.

Meanwhile, defections from Myanmar’s security forces continue to rise, according to
People’s Embrace, a group that works with the NUG to help defecting soldiers and police
officers.

The KIO/KIA has ruled out attending peace talks initiated by coup leader Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing, who on April 22 issued invitations to the country’s ethnic armed organizations.
The group cited the proposed talks’ lack of inclusiveness in rejecting the invitation.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/kio-warns-civil-servants-in-northern-myanmar-
not-to-work-for-junta.html
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Response to ‘An Open Letter to the Institute for Economics & Peace’

BY TEACIRCLEOXFORD | POSTED ON_MAY 16, 2022

The Institute for Economics & Peace responds to an open letter regarding its recent Global
Terrorism report.

We have recently been contacted regarding concerns arising from Myanmar’s listing in the
2022 Global Terrorism Index. This letter is a response to your article dated 11 May 2022,
titled ‘An Open Letter to the Institute for Economics & Peace.’

IEP welcomes feedback and we are open to receiving critiques of our research. This is
demonstrated by our actions in the amendment of the report, and the public statement
issued prior to receiving the open letter: Statement regarding Myanmar & the Global
Terrorism Index — Vision of Humanity.

Having now received the open letter, we feel several of the characterisations deserve the
right of reply.

IEP is an internationally respected not-for-profit organisation. Our aim is to understand the
drivers and the economic benefits of peace, and our research is highly regarded by many of
the leading institutions in the world. IEP’s work on peace is cited in thousands of courses,
and we train many thousands each month through our online academies and in-person
workshops.

Throughout IEP’s history, we have been engaged in both developmental aid and
peacebuilding projects in Myanmar. IEP and its key personnel have been involved in
Myanmar for over twenty years, and currently has several projects with which it is actively
engaged in, including water, education and peacebuilding training.

The Global Terrorism Index

One critique of the 2022 Global Terrorism Index has been the perceived failure to address
acts perpetrated by the junta. The Global Terrorism Index, since its inception, has always
excluded acts of state-sponsored terror. IEP covers state-sponsored terror in its other
reports.

We acknowledge that the classification of acts of terrorism is a difficult and sensitive topic.
There are a variety of perceptions toward the definition of terrorism. Many acts that could
be considered legitimate acts of war can become unclear, depending upon the
circumstances of a particular attack. For example, attacks in Afghanistan and Iraq on US
soldiers are considered terrorism under certain circumstances by sources other than IEP.

IEP’s approach to this is to draw on credible data sources, and to align with the coding of
these sources. In the case of specific attacks mentioned in the open letter, these were
codified as terror attacks at the time of writing. However, after constructive discussions
from proactive members of the community, the decision was made to remove these from
the report.

IEP’s response
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When the initial concerns were raised, IEP engaged with a number of external experts who
constructively worked with us to assess the issues and decide on an appropriate action.
None of these individuals signed the open letter. It is from these discussions that we took
the decision to amend the Global Terrorism Index and issue a public statement.

It was only after we had taken this action that we received the open letter. Given our
willingness to engage, we are disappointed that we were not contacted before the letter
was written. At the point of sharing, our response was public and should have been
acknowledged.

Given this, we feel that the open letter process could have been conducted in a far less
peaceful way. What is particularly disappointing is that out of the hundred signatories, only
one individual contacted IEP prior to the publishing of the letter.

In conclusion

The issues surrounding Myanmar are deeply sensitive. We carefully considered the concerns
raised and redacted Myanmar from the 2022 Global Terrorism Index.

We fail to see how this open letter has contributed towards constructive dialogue. We
should surely all be working towards the same goal around these issues, and seeking to
create meaningful change in the world.

Yours sincerely,
Institute for Economics & Peace

https://teacircleoxford.com/letters/response-to-an-open-letter-to-the-institute-for-
economics-peace/
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