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More than a dozen senior NLD officials sentenced for ‘graft’ in Myanmar in April
Myanmar’s Shadow Govt Dismisses Suu Kyi Corruption Conviction as ‘Farce’
Sagaing Resistance Claims to Have Killed 35 Myanmar Junta Troops
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Karenni resistance forces take police outpost without firing a single shot

In Shan State, a little-noticed resistance struggle comes under increasing pressure
Over 11,000 Houses Burned Down in Myanmar Junta Attacks Since Coup

NLD says nothing to do with use of party name to contact int’l organizations,
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OBITUARY: In memory of the late Hkun Tun Oo
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More than a dozen senior NLD officials sentenced for ‘graft’ in Myanmar in April

Observers say the prison terms are designed to exclude representatives from the deposed
government from elections.

By RFA Myanmar Service | 2022.05.02

A protester holds up a painting of NLD leader Aung
San Suu Kyi during a demonstration against the
military coup in Yangon, June 19, 2021. AFP

Military courts in Myanmar sentenced a total of 14
Cabinet ministers and senior officials from the
deposed National League for Democracy (NLD)
government to lengthy prison terms on corruption
charges last month, according to data compiled by

RFA’s Myanmar Service.

On April 22, Deputy Minister for Construction Kyaw Lin was sentenced to 20 years in
prison while directors-general Aung Mint Oo, Ye Min Zaw and Nay Aung Ye Myint were
sentenced to two to four years in prison. That same day, Kachin State Chief Minister Khet
Aung, Director of the State Municipal Authority Soe Naing, and ministers Wai Lin, Win
Nyunt, La Sai, Naw Li, Zaw Win and Ne Win were also jailed on corruption charges.

Former State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, the head of the NLD who was arrested on the
day of the military’s Feb. 1, 2021, coup, was sentenced to five years in prison on April 27
in the first of 11 corruption cases against her. Yangon Region Social Affairs Minister Naing
Lin was also handed a prison sentence for corruption the following day.

Naw Naw, the son of Khet Aung, told RFA that his father had worked tirelessly on behalf
of the country only to end up jailed for 12 years on bogus corruption charges.

“This sad development can be seen throughout the country, where all those who had
worked in good faith are meeting the same fate,” he said.

Mar La Myint, the wife of Ne Win, said her husband’s sentence was a blow to him and his
entire family.

“He was imprisoned before for his political beliefs, but this time it’s worse,” she said,
adding that her husband was “incapable of corruption.”

Other notable NLD officials who were sentenced on corruption charges last month
include Sagaing Region Chief Minister Myint Naing, Bago Region Chief Minister Win
Thein, and Yangon Region Transport Minister Nilar Kyaw.

Plan to maintain power

When asked for comment on last month’s sentences, junta deputy minister of
information, Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun, told RFA that only those who are guilty of the
charges against them had been sentenced.
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“We have no reason to put [NLD officials] into prison if didn’t do anything wrong,” he
said.

“If it were not for [their acts of] corruption, we wouldn’t have arrested them. No one is
above the law. If you commit a crime, you will be punished accordingly.”

But Win Myat Aye, minister for Humanitarian and Disaster Management for the shadow
National Unity Government (NUG), told RFA the sentences were “part of the junta’s plan
to hold onto power.”

“They’ll do whatever it takes to reach their goal. From the very beginning, they seized
state power by force. They’ll keep on using force to hold on to power,” he said. “What
they are doing is illegal and not in line with the wishes of the people.”

Political analyst Than Soe Naing said he sees the prison terms as part of a bid by the junta
to exclude the NLD and its key party leaders from upcoming military-sponsored elections.

“They are carrying out these unfair actions under unfair laws by unfair tribunals so that
the NLD and all the party’s top leaders will not be able to run in the next election,” he
said.

“This year has seen a lot of unjust imprisonment under unjust legal procedures. I’'m sure
they are doing this to prevent the NLD taking part in the elections they are planning to
hold.”

Aung San Su Kyi, whose NLD ruled the country for five years and won re-election in
November 2020 in a landslide vote that the army refused to honor, was sentenced in
January to six years for violating export-import laws, the communications law and the
natural disaster management law.

She had already been sentenced to six years in prison on five of 18 charges lodged
against her since the junta overthrew and detained her. With last week’s five-year
sentence, she faces 11 years imprisonment from six charges, with 12 more charges
pending.

RFA records show that a total of 64 people, including NLD leaders and cabinet members,
have been charged with corruption, in the 15 months since the military seized power.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/sentences-05022022214247 .html

Myanmar’s Shadow Govt Dismisses Suu Kyi Corruption Conviction as ‘Farce’
By THE IRRAWADDY | 3 May 2022

The Ministry of Justice of Myanmar’s parallel National Unity Government (NUG) has
slammed the fresh jail sentence handed by the junta to State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi—a figure known for her moral integrity—on a corruption charge as “clearly ridiculous”.
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On Wednesday, a special court set up by the junta in Naypyitaw handed down a five-year
prison sentence against the detained leader. The sentence will be added to the six years she
is already serving for other cases brought against her by the regime.

The verdict was for a corruption case in which she was accused of accepting a bribe in the
form of gold bars from the former chief minister of Yangon. Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, who was
ousted in the military takeover in February last year, denied the allegations as completely
false.

In response to the latest sentence, NUG Minister of Justice and renowned lawyer U Thein
Oo said in a statement released on Monday that the junta pretended to have evidence that
the nation’s most respected leader had accepted US$600,000 worth of gold bars as bribes.

“Knowing her entire life has been devoted to fighting for the freedom of the people of
Myanmar, including decades in prison and under house arrest, such a claim is clearly
ridiculous,” he responded.

The 76-year-old leader is widely respected among Myanmar people at home and abroad for
her moral values, and beloved for standing with the people; they reject the junta’s
corruption accusation against her.

NUG Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs U Moe Zaw Oo, who is also executive director of a
charity founded by the ousted leader, told The Irrawaddy in an interview that the detained
leader had given so much of her own money to charity, she no longer has a place of her own
or any financial possessions.

“l don’t understand how they could charge such a person with corruption,” he said, adding
that he believed the case is the result of a personal grudge.

The Daw Aung San Suu Kyi-chaired National League for Democracy (NLD) won a repeat
landslide victory in the 2020 general election, defeating the military’s proxy party and allied
parties. Just a few hours before the newly elected lawmakers were due to take their seats,
the military staged a coup on Feb. 1 last year, arresting Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, President U
Win Myint and others, claiming electoral fraud despite the fact that independent election
observers said they found no irregularities in the election.

Since then, she has been detained at an undisclosed location and faced a barrage of 20
nonsensical legal cases. Of those, 13 are corruption cases.

NUG Minister of Justice U Thein Oo denounced the junta’s so-called trials of Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi as unjust, lacking in credibility, a farce and a propaganda stunt in Monday’s
statement.

“This propaganda stunt reveals two things about this murderous junta, once again. First,
that they are shameless about the farce of a legal system they have inflicted on the people
of Myanmar. Second, that they are still terrified of the power Daw Aung San Suu Kyi still has
as a symbol of courage in defense of democracy,” the minister added.

Page 5 of 86


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-suu-kyi-denies-taking-bribes-from-yangon-chief-minister.html

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-shadow-govt-dismisses-suu-kyi-
corruption-conviction-as-farce.html

Sagaing Resistance Claims to Have Killed 35 Myanmar Junta Troops
By THE IRRAWADDY | 3 May 2022

Anti-regime resistance fighters in Sagaing Region killed at least 35 junta soldiers during a
firefight that lasted around three hours on Monday.

The Civilian Defence and Security Organization of Myaung (CDSO) said in a statement that
fighters from 38 people’s defense forces (PDFs) in the region attacked more than 100
regime troops in Myaung Township.

The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.

“During the three-hour fight, from 35 to 40 regime soldiers were killed and around 70
retreated to nearby villages,” said the statement, adding that two resistance fighters were
wounded.

The resistance forces were welcomed by residents, according to pictures posted by the
CDSO on Facebook.

Sagaing is Myanmar’s largest region and an anti-regime stronghold. The regime’s
spokesman recently admitted that the junta does not control the region, especially rural
areas, where residents took up arms last year.

In response, the junta retaliates using airstrikes and artillery during clearance operations in
the region. Apart from extrajudicial killings and arbitrary arrests, troops raided villages and
looted property before torching whole villages, claiming they are harboring PDF fighters.

Junta forces burned down at least 11,417 civilian houses across the country by the end of
April with Sagaing Region suffering the heaviest damage with around 7,503 houses torched
by regime forces, according to independent research group Data for Myanmar.

The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs said in its latest
humanitarian update on Myanmar that by April 11, 346,000 of the 566,100 people displaced
since the military takeover are from Chin State and Sagaing and Magwe regions.

The UN office said the number of displaced by fighting in Chin State, Magwe and Sagaing
regions has now exceeded 300,000.

Despite violent crackdowns, Sagaing Region reports daily protests and resistance attacks
against military rule.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/sagaing-resistance-claims-to-have-killed-35-
myanmar-junta-troops.html
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Burma Army Searches For PDF In Irrawaddy Region
By Network Media Group | Tuesday, May 3, 2022

After receiving information that the Arakan Army (AA) is conducting training for People’s
Defence Forces (PDF) in western Ngaputaw Township in the Irrawaddy Region, the regime’s
forces launched a search for their camp.

Since late last month, more than 100 soldiers from the Burma Army (BA) and the regime-
backed Pyu Saw Htee have been combing the Rakhine Yoma forest, which borders Rakhine
State, in search of PDF fighters resisting the dictatorship.

A local familiar with the situation told NMG, on condition of anonymity, the BA heard that
they were hiding in the forest range, home to Karen, Rakhine and Bamar (Burmese)
nationalities.

“AA has recruited new soldiers and is facilitating military training there.”

According to other locals close to township administrators, the armed forces launched an
operation to take control of Rakhine Yoma, Myit Tayar and Sin Hmon forest reserves, as well
as the Nga Yok Kawng and Haigyikyun Mawtin areas. Police and soldiers have raided villages
in these locations.

Meanwhile, local authorities have demanded that residents report to the nearest police
camp before hunting, fishing, logging or searching for wild vegetables in the forests.

“The BA have established a secret camp in the forest. The police and soldiers are
masquerading as hunters, but they’re really searching for the PDF’s camp,” said a Nga Yok
Kawng resident, requesting his name not be revealed.

Although there has been military tension in the past between AA and BA troops stationed in
the area, the BA did not suspect until recently that the ethnic armed group was training PDF
in the forest reserve.

Between December and January, the regime launched a clearance campaign in Kyan Khin,
Lay Myetner, Yay Kyi, Nga Thaing Chaung, Tha Poung, Pathein and Chaung Tha townships in
Irrawaddy Region, all of which border with Rakhine State.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/05/03/18944

Karenni resistance forces take police outpost without firing a single shot

Eight police officers were captured after they surrendered peacefully during the late-night
ambush

Esther J | Published on May 3, 2022

The Karenni Nationalities Defence Force (KNDF) said it raided a police outpost in Kayah
(Karenni) State’s Loikaw Township on Saturday and captured eight police officers without
firing a shot.
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Eight police officers captured by Karenni resistance
forces are seen with weapons that were seized from
them during an ambush on April 30 (KNDF Battalion
10)

The ambush, carried out in collaboration with the
Karenni Army, the armed wing of the Karenni
National Progressive Party, took place at around
lam and lasted just 30 minutes, the commander of
the KNDF’s Battalion 10 told Myanmar Now.

“We didn’t need to fire a shot, as they didn’t put up any real resistance,” he said.

Before taking control of the outpost, which served as a security checkpoint for the Lawpita
Hydropower Plant, the two groups detained a pair of privates assigned to the night patrol.

“They immediately raised their arms when we told them to put their hands up. Then we
pretended to be soldiers on patrol duty and went to where the deputy police chief and
sergeant were sleeping and captured them, too,” the KNDF commander said.

Four other police privates who were sleeping in the same place were also captured this way,
he added.

“We had to wake them up as they were all asleep,” he said.

The wife and two teenaged daughters of the 44-year-old sergeant were not arrested,
according to the commander.

The 38-year-old deputy police chief was the only person who made any attempt to resist, he
said.

“He had a loaded gun, so we told him that we had all of his people and would shoot if he
didn’t come out. Ten minutes later, he did, with both hands in the air.”

The six police privates were all young men between the ages of 21 and 30.

In addition to taking prisoners, the KNDF said it also seized four G3 guns, four 22AK guns, a
revolver, five grenades, and some ammunition.

“You could say that this was one of the very rare occasions that we managed to seize a
station without losing a bullet,” the commander added.

He said that the captured police officers were later handed over to the anti-regime Karenni
State Police after questioning.

“We didn’t beat or torture them. We also gave them proper food,” he added.

According to the KNDF, a number of junta soldiers have also surrendered to Karenni defence
forces and joined them in the fight against the regime.
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On April 16, the group released a statement saying that several junta troops from a military
column that was assaulting the village of Htarle in Hpruso Township and Nang Phe, a village
in Bawlakhe Township, had surrendered to Karenni forces.

Although several battalions have released similar statements, the exact number of regime
soldiers who have surrendered or defected in Karenni State is not known.

Myanmar’s junta has not made any official comment on the April 30 ambush.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/karenni-resistance-forces-take-police-outpost-
without-firing-a-single-shot

In Shan State, a little-noticed resistance struggle comes under increasing pressure

While most of Shan State has been relatively untouched by anti-coup unrest, Ywangan
Township has become a hotbed of conflict

Nyein Swe | Published on May 3, 2022

. Avillage in southern Shan State’s Ywangan
= Township seen after an attack by junta forces in
o April

Ywangan Township, in southern Shan State’s
Taunggyi District, is rarely mentioned among the
many sites of conflict that have emerged in
Myanmar since last year’s coup. In recent

: months, however, it has become a key target of
regime efforts to suppress resistance to it rule.

According to local sources and armed groups operating in the area, the junta stepped up its
raids on villages in the area in mid-March, in response to a series of guerrilla attacks that
began in late 2021.

On March 13, regime forces entered the village of Nabangyi, located about 3km northwest
of the town of Ywangan, and took several residents hostage, according to a resident. They
also torched at least five houses, he added.

Five days later, Peyin Taung, a village about 50km south of Ywangan, came under attack
from members of the military-backed Pyu Saw Htee militia, who apprehended two charity
workers.

When the same group returned on March 20 to taunt villagers angered by the earlier raid,
residents responded by fighting back with sticks, rocks, and slingshots, reportedly killing one
Pyu Saw Htee member.

This in turn led to a crackdown by military forces who arrived in several army trucks on
March 22, forcing most of the village’s inhabitants to flee.
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Since then, Peyin Taung has been occupied by army troops who have burned down at least
six homes, a resident of the village told Myanmar Now.

Weeks after being forced to abandon their homes, 11 residents returned on April 16 to
check on their livestock. Nine were reportedly killed the next day, while the other two are
still missing, several sources said.

Six of at least nine Peyin Taung villagers who
were killed by regime forces in mid-April (Social
Media)

April attacks

Several clashes were reported in Ywangan
Township last month, including one on April 9
that took place between the villages of Hlwa Sin
and Taung Boe Kwe. Four junta personnel,
including an army major, were killed, according to resistance sources.

On April 15, the Ywangan People’s Defence Force (PDF) engaged in a battle with junta
troops between the villages of Tae Lu and Taung U, killing 10 regime soldiers, including an
officer, the group claimed.

The Ywangan PDF said it also lost five of its members in the clash.

At least three other armed resistance groups—the Ywangan Urban Guerrilla Force (YUG),
the Taunggyi PDF, and the Shan Nationalities Defence Force—are active in the area.

In a statement, the YUG accused the military of using excessive force to take control of a
base it shared with the Taunggyi PDF on April 22.

It said that after a reconnaissance aircraft discovered the base, the junta opened fire with
both heavy artillery and light weapons, forcing those stationed there to flee.

One PDF scout was captured and later executed, but no other casualties were reported, the
group said.

According to a member of a resistance group who did not want to be identified, the regime
appears to be escalating its efforts to eradicate Ywangan’s guerrilla forces.

“Initially, Ywangan was labelled an ‘orange zone’ and three military columns were assigned
to carry out clearance operations here. However, | recently heard that we have been
upgraded to a ‘red zone,” and that seven columns are now on their way here to uproot all
revolutionary forces,” he said.

In anticipation of the coming offensive, most anti-regime fighters have moved to a safer
area, he added.
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Various items seized from a camp overrun by
regime forces on April 22 and allegedly used as
. Wweapons

Civilian victims

As in other areas that have seen heavy fighting,
civilians have not been spared by the junta.
According to one organization that works with displaced villagers in Ywangan, at least 150
people have gone missing since February after being taken into custody by regime forces.

Arrests have been reported in the villages on Min Palaung, Taung-U, Nabangyi, Ledwin,
Hmyar Kalay, Peyin Taung, Hlwa Sin, Kyaung Soe Kone, Tae Lu, Myin Kya Doe, Alel Chaung,
and Kyatton, the group said.

A representative of the group said that relatives of those who have been detained have
been unable to contact them, and that local authorities have not been forthcoming when
asked to provide information.

“We've heard rumours that some were taken to the Taung Lay Lone Prison and others to
Kalaw, while some are still near here, but we don’t know anything for sure,” he said.

Meanwhile, at least 500 villagers are said to be in hiding in nearby forests. On April 24, two
volunteers assisting around 80 displaced villagers at a camp west of Nabangyi were
reportedly arrested.

Residents say they fear the situation will continue to deteriorate, as more troops pour into
the area.

On April 27, a junta column of around 200 soldiers launched attacks on the villages of
Thapham Pin and Nghat Thauk, northwest of Ywangan, local sources said.

Resistance forces say the township has now been surrounded on all four sides by troops
sent from other parts of Shan State, including Heho and Kalaw townships.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/in-shan-state-a-little-noticed-resistance-struggle-
comes-under-increasing-pressure

Over 11,000 Houses Burned Down in Myanmar Junta Attacks Since Coup
By THE IRRAWADDY | 2 May 2022

Myanmar’s junta forces had burned down at least 11,417 civilian houses at 296 locations by
the end of April with Sagaing Region suffering the heaviest damage, according to the
independent research group Data for Myanmar.

There are 10 states and regions where houses have been burned down by regime forces
with Sagaing, Magwe, Chin and Kayah suffering the heaviest damage.
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Data for Myanmar said approximately 7,503 houses in Sagaing were torched by regime
forces from February 1, 2021, to April 30, 2022, as well as 2,131 houses in Magwe Region,
1,147 in Chin State and about 407 in Kayah State and dozens of others in Mandalay,
Tanintharyi, Bago, Kayah and Kachin.

Sagaing, Magwe, Chin and Kayah have the most active resistance groups against the junta
and troops have increasingly carried out indiscriminate attacks on civilians, including air and
artillery strikes, arbitrary killings, massacres, burning people alive, using civilians as human
shields, and looting and burning houses.

The research group used reports from the media, rights groups and refugee organizations.
However, Data for Myanmar did not include information that has yet to be verified so the
actual number of houses burned may be higher than the reported figures.

During April about 2,512 houses were burned down in Sagaing Region, the heaviest damage
since the 2021 coup. Within the region, Khin-U Township had the heaviest damage and
about 529 houses were burned down.

On April 29, over 120 houses were torched in Inngutto village, Kantbalu Township in the
region.

“Regime forces were attacked with mines near our village so they came and torched the
village. We lost houses, livestock and our agricultural machines,” said a villager.

Several villages in Sagaing Region have continued to stage daily anti-regime protests,
despite brutal crackdowns and raids.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/over-11000-houses-burned-down-in-myanmar-
junta-attacks-since-coup.html

NLD says nothing to do with use of party name to contact int’l organizations, embassies
for election

PUBLISHED 2 MAY 2022

The Central Work Committee of the National
League for Democracy (NLD) issued a statement
on May 1 saying that the party has nothing to do
with any act to seek contact with international
organizations and embassies by using the party
name on the pretext of holding an election.

The decision was made by members of the Central
A= . l - M Work Committee, the Central Committee and the
Central Affairs Committee and region and state incharges, the statement said.

It also pointed out that during the time when CEC members as well as the detained NLD
chairperson cannot hold a plenary meeting, the NLD has not authorized anyone or any
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organization to meet, discuss or coordinate with the military council or the organizations it
has formed.

Moreover, the NLD has nothing to do with any act to seek connections with international
organizations and embassies on the pretext of efforts to hold an election, which is a political
way out of the military council, the statement added.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/nld-says-nothing-to-do-with-use-of-party-name-to-
contact-intl-organizations-embassies-for

ASEAN Chair Urges Myanmar Regime Leader to Let Envoy Meet Suu Kyi
By THE IRRAWADDY | 3 May 2022

The chairman of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) on Monday urged the
Myanmar regime leader to let the bloc’s envoy meet with the country’s detained democracy
leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and President U Win Myint to “create a conducive
environment to start an inclusive political dialogue” in the country, which has been badly
affected by a military coup last year.

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen, who currently holds ASEAN’s rotating chair, and regime
leader Min Aung Hlaing held a teleconference on Monday to discuss the implementation of
the regional grouping’s five-point peace plan for Myanmar.

“[Hun Sen] re-emphasized the importance of the ability of the special envoy to meet all
parties concerned in Myanmar, including Aung San Suu Kyi and former President Win Myint,
to create a conducive environment in which to start an inclusive political dialogue,”
Cambodia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation said in a press release.

“In response, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing pledged to facilitate meetings with other
parties concerned,” the ministry said, meaning the ASEAN Special Envoy on Myanmar will
not have access to either during his forthcoming second visit to country at the end of this
month.

Myanmar has been in social and political turmoil since the military seized power from the
country’s democratically elected government led by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. ASEAN adopted
a five-point peace plan for Myanmar in April 2021 urging the junta to immediately end the
violence in the country and to hold an inclusive political dialogue, among other steps. The
regime, which has killed more than 1,700 civilians so far, has failed to implement the plan.

Hun Sen’s push for Min Aung Hlaing to let the bloc’s envoy meet Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and
President U Win Myint—both of whom have been detained since the coup and are on
trial—comes after ASEAN’s peace plan for the country was condemned for failing to fulfill its
pledges or take meaningful steps toward pressing the regime to end its human rights
violations.

During Monday’s meeting, Hun Sen reminded Min Aung Hlaing of the importance of
avoiding excessive use of force in maintaining law and order. The regime has been using air
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and artillery strikes, raids and the burning of villages in the country’s anti-regime stronghold
areas in Myanmar’s northwest and southeast, causing tens of thousands of civilian
displacements.

In March, ASEAN’s Special Envoy for Myanmar, Cambodian Foreign Minister Prak
Sokhonn, visited the country and met with Min Aung Hlaing and some of his cabinet
members, among others, but not with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

During the visit, the junta arranged for him to meet with a lawmaker from Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy (NLD) in an attempt to deceive the international
community that it was complying with its request that the junta allow envoys to meet with
all political stakeholders in Myanmar. The junta said a meeting with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
was impossible as the country’s laws prohibit meetings with anyone on trial. Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi has faced a series of charges filed by the regime. However, the lawmaker declined
the meeting, citing the COVID-19 pandemic.

Upon his return from Myanmar, Prak Sokhonn said the country’s problems were
complicated and would take a long time to solve, as the “stakeholders were not ready to
cooperate and still insist on fighting and eliminating one another.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/asean-chair-urges-myanmar-regime-leader-to-
let-envoy-meet-suu-kyi.html

Myanmar Junta Slams Malaysia’s Call for ASEAN to Engage Shadow Govt
By THE IRRAWADDY | 3 May 2022

Myanmar’s junta has rejected Malaysia’s proposal that the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) informally engage Myanmar’s shadow government as “irresponsible and
reckless”, and warned Malaysian officials against contacting or supporting what it calls a
“terrorist group”.

Malaysian Foreign Minister Datuk Seri Saifuddin Abdullah said on Sunday that “We are not

proposing for ASEAN to recognize other governments, but such informal engagement may

be conceivable, especially on how humanitarian aid to the people of Myanmar who are still
in their country can be delivered,” referring to the National Unity Government (NUG).

The NUG was formed after the coup by lawmakers from Myanmar’s ousted National League
for Democracy (NLD) and their ethnic allies to challenge the regime’s legitimacy at home
and abroad. Many in Myanmar take the NUG as their legitimate government, while some
Western countries are also informally engaging with the parallel government.

In response to the Malaysian foreign minister’s remarks, the Myanmar regime-controlled
Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Monday strongly protested and rejected what it called the
minister’s “irresponsible and reckless” remarks and proposals.
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The junta ministry said such remarks could abet terrorism and violence in Myanmar, hamper
the regime’s anti-terrorism efforts and infringe on international agreements on combatting
terrorism.

Malaysia’s proposal that ASEAN informally engage with the NUG could be seen as a big blow
to the regime, which has branded the NUG, its parliamentarian wing the Committee
Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH) and its armed wing the People’s Defence Force
(PDF) as terrorist groups.

“The Ministry cautions the government officials and parliamentarians of Malaysia against
making contacts or communication as well as providing support and assistance to those
terrorist groups and their representatives in future,” the regime said in the statement.

Malaysian Foreign Minister Datuk Seri Saifuddin Abdullah said the proposal was made as
there had been no progress by the regime on implementing ASEAN’s peace plan for
Myanmar, which was drawn up last year to find a solution to the political stalemate in the
country.

Myanmar has been in social and political turmoil since the military seized power from the
country’s democratically elected government led by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. ASEAN adopted
a five-point peace plan for Myanmar in April 2021 urging the junta to immediately end the
violence in the country and to hold an inclusive political dialogue, among other steps. The
regime, which has killed more than 1,700 civilians so far, has failed to implement the plan.

The minister’'s comment came at a time when the regional bloc’s peace plan, known as the
Five-Point Consensus, is being condemned as ineffectual and ASEAN criticized for failing to
fulfill its pledges or take meaningful steps toward pressing the regime to end its human
rights violations. Human rights groups have also pushed ASEAN to engage with the NUG
instead.

The Malaysian foreign minister said to informally engage with the NUG was one of three
proposals that Malaysia would bring to the ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting on May 5,
with the other two being to double humanitarian aid for Myanmar, and to strengthen the
position and function of the ASEAN special envoy to Myanmar.

Both Myanmar and Malaysia are members of ASEAN.

Malaysia is one of the countries in Southeast Asia that has been critical of the military
regime.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-slams-malaysias-call-for-asean-
to-engage-shadow-govt.html
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Japan and Thailand discuss situation in Ukraine and Myanmar at meeting to strengthen
ties

PUBLISHED 3 MAY 2022 | THE STRAITS TIMES / ANN

Japanese PM Fumio Kishida (left) and Thai PM Prayut
Chan-o-cha at a press conference in Bangkok, on May
2,2022. PHOTO: EPA-EFE

BANGKOK - Thailand and Japan reaffirmed diplomatic
ties on various fronts including defence and economic
cooperation, as the countries' leaders urged the end
to the war in Ukraine and the political unrest in
Myanmar.

At a joint press conference on Monday (May 2) Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and
Thai Premier Prayut Chan-o-cha marked 135 years of diplomatic relations by witnessing the
signing of three agreements touching on financial cooperation, the exchange of defence
technology and cooperation for Covid-19 support between the countries.

This is Mr Kishida's first official visit to Thailand and both leaders exchanged views on
regional and international issues, including Russia's invasion of Ukraine, where they agreed
on the principles of territorial integrity, international law and the United Nations Charter.

"Both sides expressed concern over the escalation of tension in the situation and urged all
relevant parties to cease all hostilities and violence and exercise utmost restraint.

"Moreover, Thailand and Japan reaffirmed the readiness to join hands with the international
community to provide continued humanitarian assistance to the people of Ukraine," said Mr
Prayut.

"In this regard, | proposed a concept on peace process as a new approach towards ending

confrontation, which calls for the need to change the narrative of the Ukraine situation from
conflict to humanitarian consideration for those who are affected by the Ukraine situation,"
he said, adding that Thailand also proposed a similar approach to the situation in Myanmar.

The meeting also involved the signing of a security cooperation deal that would allow the
transfer of defence equipment and technology between the two nations.

Japan is Thailand's biggest investor and the countries share significant ties in the areas of
industrial investment and development.

To enhance economic cooperation, Thailand and Japan are also drafting a five-year Joint
Strategic Plan on Thailand-Japan Strategic Partnership which will be announced during
another meeting that Japan will be hosting in the later part of this year.

During the meeting, Mr Prayut said they discussed the issue of supply chain connectivity
that can aid both countries in fields such as agriculture technology, artificial intelligence and
electronic vehicles.
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Japan has also provided donations of vaccines and medical equipment to Thailand during
the pandemic, and on Monday extended a 50 billion yen (55532 million) loan to support the
latter's battle against Covid-19.

Mr Kishida's two-day Bangkok visit is part of a wider European and Asia tour.
He was previously in Indonesia and Vietnam.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/japan-and-thailand-discuss-situation-in-ukraine-and-
myanmar-at-meeting-to-strengthen-ties

New Envoy to Steer Thailand’s Response to Myanmar Crisis
By THE IRRAWADDY | 2 May 2022

The already long list of governments and blocs to have appointed a special envoy to crisis-
torn Myanmar has grown with the Thai Foreign Ministry’s designation of Pornpimol
“Pauline” Kanchanalak, an adviser to the Thai foreign minister, as Bangkok’s special envoy
for relations with Myanmar.

The move sees Thailand follow in the footsteps of China, Japan, the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the UN, the latter having named veteran diplomat Noeleen
Heyzer of Singapore as its envoy.

It is still unclear what mandate the Thai special envoy has been given. Pornpimol is known to
be close to Thai Foreign Affairs Minister Don Pramudwinai and to have gained his
confidence and trust.

Last week, Don, who also serves as deputy prime minister, said Pornpimol was given the
post in part due to her extensive knowledge of the neighboring country. It is not clear,
however, whether she has visited Myanmar recently, and little is known about her
knowledge of the country’s complex political situation or the web of ethnic conflicts that has
long beset military-ruled Myanmar.

In the past, Pornpimol worked at the Bangkok Post, before moving to Washington to
embark on a career as a lobbyist. She later became a key adviser to the Thai Foreign
Ministry.

Pornpimol Kanchanalak, adviser to the Thai foreign affairs
minister / Bangkok Post

Don told the Bangkok Post that while Pornpimol has
already played a key role as a ministry adviser, her ability
to join discussions with high-ranking foreign officials has
been limited. Her new position will lift those curbs, he
said, adding that such appointments are common in the

European Union,.
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Thailand and its troubled neighbor share a more than 2,000-km-long border, along which
hundreds of thousands of refugees live. In addition, millions of Myanmar migrant workers in
the kingdom have recently been joined by newly arrived activists and other compatriots
fleeing political persecution under the military junta that seized power from Myanmar’s
democratically elected government in 2021.

Myanmar has closed all checkpoints along the Thai border since April 23, when a car bomb
exploded near the Myanmar entrance to the Thai-Myanmar Friendship Bridge, in
Myawaddy, Karen State, opposite Thailand’s Mae Sot.

Business owners have cried foul, saying the move could cost them up to 500,000 Thai baht
(nearly USS$15,000) per day, and have urged the Thai government to coordinate with
Myanmar authorities to solve the problem.

According to Don’s designation order, Myanmar is strategically important to Thailand in
terms of geopolitics, the economy, society and national security. He said Pornpimol would
closely monitor the situation in Myanmar and ensure that the ministry’s policies on the
country are adhered to.

Don visited Myanmar in November but only disclosed the trip after he returned. He said he
traveled to Naypyitaw to deliver humanitarian aid and to hold talks with coup leader Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing.

His trip to the Myanmar capital coincided with visits by special envoys from China and
Japan.

At the time, Don said the Myanmar crisis was of concern to many countries, telling The
Nation, “The Thai private sector is concerned about the situation in the neighboring country
and has collected essential items and sent them to Myanmar.”

According to diplomatic sources, the delegation to Naypyitaw comprised five members,
including a senior adviser to the deputy prime minister, his chief of staff and a counselor
from his office.

Senior Thai army commanders are known to have close links with the Myanmar military,
and the coup leader has visited Thailand 11 times.

In October, Thai academics held a discussion on Thai foreign policy at Chiang Mai
University’s School of Public Policy. Along with former senior Foreign Ministry officials, they
said that Thailand, as a frontline state, should lead, and not be led by, ASEAN in dealing with
Myanmar.

Sihasak Phuangketkeow, former Thai permanent secretary for foreign affairs, said, “We
have channels to the military and to the opposition. Why don’t we use them? It may not be
easy, because the Myanmar military want to hold on to power, but we have to convince and
apply pressure.”
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Since the coup, members of ASEAN have expressed different views on the crisis. Malaysia,
Singapore, Indonesia and to a lesser extent the Philippines have sought to exert pressure on
the regime, while Thailand, Cambodia and Laos have shown a willingness to work with it.

In any case, Thailand is a key neighbor of Myanmar and the appointment of Pornpimol could
signal that Bangkok is looking to play along with like-minded actors on the complicated
Myanmar issue. It will also be playing a key role in distributing humanitarian assistance from
the US and other Western countries to Myanmar refugees on the border, as the violence
continues to escalate across the frontier and Myanmar continues to descend into chaos and
instability.

As it does, it appears likely from Don’s comments that he has entrusted Pornpimol to guide
his ministry’s policies on Myanmar.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/new-envoy-to-steer-thailands-response-to-
myanmar-crisis.html

Sanctioned Russian company looks to produce military trucks in Myanmar, advocacy
group says

With limited access to other markets, a major Russian vehicle manufacturer looks to
strengthen ties with Min Aung Hlaing’s junta

Myanmar Now | Published on May 3, 2022

Myanmar coup leader Min Aung Hlaing and a military
delegation visit Kamaz Holding Co.—which
manufactures defence vehicles—in the Republic of

_ Tatarstan in Russia in June 2021 (Global New Light of
Myanmar)

Russia’s biggest truck manufacturer met with junta
leadership last week to discuss the production of its
vehicles in Myanmar, a move that could “deepen” the
country’s relationship with the coup regime, according to advocacy group Justice for
Myanmar (JFM).

A delegation headed by Rustam Minnikhanov, President of Russia’s Republic of Tatarstan,
and including Sergey Kogogin—the general director for Kamaz, a civilian and military truck
company—met with Myanmar army chief Min Aung Hlaing and junta investment minister
Aung Naing Oo on April 27. Members of multiple Russian companies who have previously
engaged with the Myanmar military were also present, JFM said in a report published on
Monday.

A manufacturing agreement between the parties is expected next month.
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Russian state-owned arms company Rostec is the majority shareholder in Kamaz, whose
trucks were used in the country’s recent invasion of Ukraine. Through its parent company
Daimler Truck, the German Mercedes-Benz also owns some 15 percent of Kamaz’s shares.

Just days before Kogogin’s Myanmar trip, the UK introduced sanctions against him for his
corporation’s role in supplying vehicles to the Russian military. He has similarly been
targeted by the EU and Australia, the latter of which has not yet introduced sanctions
against the Myanmar junta, JFM spokesperson Yadanar Maung pointed out.

“While it is positive that Australia has sanctioned Kamaz and Sergey Kogogin, they have not
imposed any sanctions in response to the military’s illegal coup attempt,” she is quoted as
saying.

She described the international response to the February 2021 coup as “weak and
uncoordinated.”

Without similar action against Myanmar’s junta, sanctions on Russia could be rendered
“ineffective,” JFM warned.

“Minnikhanov has brought Kamaz and other Russian businesses to Myanmar as sanctions
limit Russian access to Western and other markets,” the advocacy group stated.

The resulting relationship will serve to “embolden” Min Aung Hlaing’s armed forces,
spokesperson Yadanar Maung said.

“Increased access to military vehicles and truck manufacturing capabilities will aid the
Myanmar military’s campaign of terror, as it commits mass killings, torture, rape, forced
displacement and the destruction of whole villages,” she added.

More than 10,000 people have been arrested since the coup, and more than 1,800 killed,
according to estimates by the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, which has been
collecting data on junta rights abuses. The actual numbers are believed to be much higher.

In Monday’s report, JFM noted that one of Kamaz’s signature trucks is a vehicle on which a
surface-to-air missile launcher known as the Pantsir-S1 can be affixed. In January 2021, just
one month before the coup, the Myanmar army ordered two Pantsir-S1s during an official
Russian visit to the country. They are expected to arrive next year.

Tatarstan president Minnikhanov’s dealings with coup leader Min Aung Hlaing date back to
2013, when he encouraged the then-military government to purchase trucks from Kamaz,
JFM said.

Min Aung Hlaing also led a junta delegation on a visit to Tatarstan last June, where he met
with Minnikhanov.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/sanctioned-russian-company-looks-to-produce-
military-trucks-in-myanmar-advocacy-group-says
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Myanmar soldiers’ wives face army abuse
By Mizzima |

It is not just the women fighting and protesting against the Myanmar junta who are
suffering, the wives of junta soldiers have also suffered and been subjected to bad
treatment. Many soldiers’ wives live with them on army bases, which leaves them at the
mercy of the military authorities and despite not signing up to serve in the army themselves
they still have to, like their husbands, obey army officers’ orders.

There might be some advantages to living on an army base. They can often see their
husbands, there are other army families to socialise with and their houses are secure.

Unfortunately, there are also many downsides. Firstly, though their houses may be
protected by the soldiers in the base, army bases themselves have become targets for anti-
junta groups.

Also, if they live on an army base, their entire lives are effectively controlled by the army.
They are at the mercy of the military authorities and despite not signing up themselves they
still have to, obey army officers’ orders, like soldiers do.

According to Alice May from Spring Revolution News, since August 2021 soldiers’ wives have
been forced to attend military training, carry guns and do sentry duty on army bases, even
though they are not military personnel.

On some military bases the soldiers’ wives are regarded as a reserve force and they have to
take turns on guard duty, day and night.

These changes have been forced on the army because they have allegedly lost so many
soldiers. Now, it appears, soldiers’ wives are vital to the army if it wants to have sufficient
manpower to function properly.

Apparently, there are far fewer soldiers on bases than the records indicate because instead
of recording soldiers who have been killed as dead, officers are claiming they are on leave,
which is causing manpower problems.

Captain Lin Htet Aung, who joined the Civil Defence Movement (CDM) movement told
Spring Revolution News: “The numbers are really low at the bases because the structure is
not full

anymore. When the manpower reports are submitted, soldiers who have been killed in
action are reported as on leave.”

In an 11 February 2022 interview with Reuters, Captain Kaung Thu Win, who deserted from
the Tatmadaw (Burma Army) in Chin State, explaining the situation said: “Their resources
are not rapidly depleting because they order soldiers’ wives to guard bases in order to send
more men to the frontline.”

On occasion, military wives make their displeasure clear. For instance, according to
Spring Revolution News on 13 March, military wives in Karen State held a protest where
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they publicly cursed junta leader Min Aung Hlaing for causing the deaths and arrests of so
many soldiers. But, most of the time they remain silent because they fear there will be
reprisals against their husbands if they speak out publicly.

Despite this, the soldiers’ wives have also faced criticism from those opposed to the junta.
There have been cartoons degrading them and people have made social media posts saying
that lots will be drawn to see who gets the wives of soldiers who have been killed.

Though many people have suffered human rights abuse at the hands of soldiers acting on
orders from Min Aung Hlaing and his generals it is unfair to pick on soldiers’ wives as many
are also being abused by the military. But, according to Spring Revolution News, civil society
organisations (CSOs) have long ignored the plight of soldier’s wives.

Rather than humiliating soldiers’ wives, junta opponents may achieve better results if they
engage and sympathise with them. This might increase the chances of them and their
husbands defecting to the anti-junta side. There are risks in defecting and soldiers wives are
far less likely to try to persuade or agree to their husbands changing sides if anti-junta
supporters are abusing them like the Tatmadaw does.

In the long run it might be better if anti junta supporters showed some sympathy towards
soldiers’ wives and their predicament. Doing that, rather than throwing insults at them may
be a better way to persuade their husbands to leave the army.

But, it is not just soldiers’ wives who are being forced to take up arms and guard army
bases. Soldiers who have lost limbs are not being allowed to leave the army and still have to
carry arms and do jobs like sentry duty.

Previously they could have bribed their way out of the army or would have been given a
desk job. According to a serving captain’s wife who spoke to Spring Revolution News: “Now,
even the soldiers with missing limbs are not allowed to leave and they are given whatever
duties they can perform, to fill whatever spot, like guarding the gate or working in the
office. They are not given the chance to leave.”

Soldiers are given a wellness grade. Grade A means they are healthy and have all their limbs.
If they are grade B they are missing one limb and if they are grade C they are missing two or
more limbs. But, having one or more limbs amputated no longer means soldiers are excused
from duty.

According to Captain Lin Htet Aung: “A soldier does not get a lower wellness grade just
because he became disabled. You won’t be allowed to leave that easily. If you can move
around, you continue serving.”

But it is not just the soldier’s wives who are forced to work for the army. Men are often
forcibly conscripted into the army against their will. In a May 2020 interview with the
Arakan Army a

Tatmadaw (Burma Army) deserter described how he was forced to join the army. He said:
was forcibly arrested by the recruitment unit when | was sleeping at the station in Mohnyin

III
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Town in
Kachin State.”

Many soldiers’ wives are currently suffering and are being badly treated by the army. Maybe
anti- junta supporters should take a more nuanced view of their situation and instead of
abusing and dismissing them instead, they could work on ways of offering the women and
their husbands, some of whom were also forced to serve in the army, an exit strategy that
allows them to extricate themselves from the Tatmadaw’s clutches.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-soldiers-wives-face-army-abuse

Fear Rising Among Myanmar Military Elite
By ZAW TUSENG | 3 May 2022

No one has seen such fear among the Myanmar military since it launched its first coup in
1962 under the late General Ne Win. Although it is the normal psychology of any dictator
and their followers who have taken power by force to have irrational fears and anxiety, the
current, growing fear among the Myanmar military elite and their families is both very real
and rational. The army and its followers have very good reasons to fear losing control of the
country as the anti-coup resistance movement gains ground.

Crucially, the military’s takeover on February 1, 2021 has created a political convergence
point among the people that no one has seen since the 1947 Panglong Agreement. The
military’s violent response to the peaceful anti-coup protests nationwide has resulted in it
waging war against its own people, creating terror and chaos.

Previously, Buddhist Burmar people in inland Myanmar had only heard of the junta’s
atrocities against the ethnic minorities in the borderlands. But now the military’s slaughter
of Bamar civilians has led to the people not wanting to return to the pre-coup years where
the military retained an effective constitutional veto thanks to its holding a quarter of all
seats in parliament. A political convergence point has been reached that has brought
stakeholders together in the National Unity Government (NUG) and the National Unity
Consultative Council (NUCC) to form a national political alliance. Even though the alliance is
still in its early stages, the military regime can be surrounded politically in the near future.
At the same time, the military is struggling to cope with increasing armed resistance across
the country.

Junta threatened by armed resistance groups

In the early 1990s, there was a prophecy that if the armed forces of the pro-democracy
movement could open a military front in the northwest of Burma along the Chindwin River,
in Sagaing Region which borders Chin State to the west and Kachin State in the northeast,
that would be the beginning of the end of military dictatorship.

| believed in the prophecy. Soon after the then junta refused to honor the results of the
1990 election, and fearing arrest because of my participation in the pro-democracy
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movement, | fled to the Myanmar-India border to join a student-led camp training people
for armed resistance. Now, over 30 years later, the prophecy of the early 1990s may be
coming true.

Karenni Nationalities Defence Force and Karenni
Army fighters at a checkpoint near Demoso in
southeast Myanmar’s Kayah State in 2021. / AFP

In March, the Institute for Strategy and Policy
Myanmar reported almost 300 clashes between
the NUG’s People’s Defense Forces (PDF) and the
Myanmar military in Sagaing Region from July
2021 through March 2022. Over 20,000 Bamar
people were displaced by the fighting and junta

raids and arson attacks.

Five years after | joined the students’ army, | was assigned to a communication office to
assist [with encrypted email messages] a few commanders who were in charge of
transferring an All Burma Students’ Democratic Front (ABSDF) battalion from an area under
the control of the Kachin Independence Army to the Myanmar-India border in Sagaing
Region. If successful, the transfer could have enabled us to smuggle much-needed weaponry
into the region of the prophecy. Now, local PDFs have made the dream come true.

From Putao in the far north to Kawthoung in the far south, the regime is facing an
unprecedented level of armed opposition. At the same time, there are increasing clashes
with ethnic armed organizations in Kayah, Karen, Kachin and Chin states. Armed resistance
against the illegitimate Myanmar military is growing across the country.

Rising number of regime casualties and relocation of junta families to Naypyitaw

On April 22, Myanmar Now reported that families of people working for the State
Administration Council (SAC) are relocating to the junta stronghold of Naypyitaw as attacks
by urban resistance forces increase in Yangon. The report stated how fear was growing
among the Yangon-based family members of junta personnel that the SAC may not be able
to protect them from the increasing presence of guerilla groups in the city.

Over 500 family members of army personnel have applied for long-stay visas in Thailand,
according to a source close to a Myanmar military family in Yangon. Meanwhile, elite pro-
military supporters such as Aye Ne Win, the grandson of former dictator Ne Win, seem to
spend more time in Dubai than Myanmar.

The recent shooting of the Deputy Governor of the junta-controlled Central Bank of
Myanmar, Than Than Swe, is the most high-profile example of the over 1,000 junta
personnel who have been targeted by Yangon resistance groups. Former navy lieutenant
commander Thein Aung, the Chief Financial Officer of the military-owned Mytel
Telecommunications Co, was gunned down in Yangon in late 2021, while more than 80
Mytel towers across the country have been bombed by PDFs.
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The rising number of casualties among the military elite has created cracks in the military,
while the SAC’s ongoing purge of tycoons such as Khin Shwe, a prominent member of the
military-business establishment, highlights the tensions within the regime.

Resistance movement funding and technology

At the end of 1990, | had to sell my bike to finance my one-month long trip to join the
opposition forces on the border. In contrast, current anti-coup activists are funded by the
Myanmar diaspora to fly to Thailand in a day to work for the NUG.

It took the ABSDF about four to five years to raise US$500,000 in the 1990s. But the NUG’s
Ministry of Defense in its March 2022 report revealed that the NUG had spent US$30 million
to support PDFs. While that is a small amount in comparison to the SAC’s military budget of
around USS3 billion for 2022-23, the resistance movement has the technology and the
sustained support of a public that believes that dictatorship can be ended in Myanmar.
Those are important elements in the war against the junta.

Organized by Helping Hands for Burma, the Myanmar diaspora in New Jersey, United States,
raised nearly $150,000 on April 24 this year alone from the sale of NUG bonds and a fund-
raising fair.

As well as funds being raised in a short period of time, the resistance is being innovative in
producing its own weapons. A homemade rifle made by some PDFs costs less than $100.
Resistance fighters have been posting photos of them with guns made with 3D printers.
Other PDFs use cutting-edge technology such as drones and remotely-controlled bombs.

Conclusion

The Spring Revolution led by Burmese youths born after 1988 is quite different from the
anti-dictatorship movements led by former premier U Nu in 1970s and the student-led
uprising of 1988 and the subsequent armed resistance movement of the 1990s. Previous
resistance movements lacked the conducive environment we are currently seeing in
Myanmar. If the political progress encapsulated by the NUG and NUCC can create an even
more favorable environment, a commitment for a new federal structure for Myanmar can
emerge. Although many challenges remain before the opposition forces can put an end to
military dictatorship, the junta is definitely weakened. The Myanmar military elite and their
families have very good reasons to be scared.

Zaw Tuseng, a former pro-democracy activist, is founder and president of the Myanmar
Policy Initiative (MPI). The MPI was formed recently to mobilize Myanmar researchers to
formulate policies and institutionalize the policymaking process for Myanmar. He holds an
executive Master of Public Administration from Columbia University’s School of
International and Public Affairs.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/fear-rising-among-myanmar-military-
elite.html

Page 25 of 86


https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/fear-rising-among-myanmar-military-elite.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/fear-rising-among-myanmar-military-elite.html

Myanmar Coup Leader Reveals His Desperation by Proposing Peace Talks With EAOs
By PAW HTUN | 3 May 2022

Coup leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing is increasingly worried that he might lose his
position as Myanmar dictator, said observers, after the junta chief recently invited leaders
of ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) to peace talks.

In a televised address on April 22, Min Aung Hlaing called for face-to-face talks with EAO
leaders.

Typically, military leaders carefully prepare any speech they are to deliver publicly.
Normally, the speech is drafted first by a Major General from the Psychological Warfare and
Public Relations Department or the chief of military security affairs. The speech is then
typically delivered on state anniversaries or significant days.

But observers said that Min Aung Hlaing did not prepare carefully for his April 22 speech,
and that it seemed to be an almost impromptu address.

Even ordinary citizens know that powerful EAOs would not agree to hold talks with the
military regime leader in the Myanmar capital Naypyitaw. Everyone knows that Min Aung
Hlaing has been saying one thing and doing another ever since he became the military chief.

Min Aung Hlaing has never before demonstrated any will or desire to end the armed
conflicts in Myanmar’s borderlands.

As military chief he prevented the Arakan Army (AA), the Ta’ang National Liberation Army,
and the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army from signing the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement (NCA), despite the fact that the three armed groups participated in peace talks
under U Thein Sein’s quasi-civilian government and wanted to join the peace process, and
despite the fact that U Thein Sein’s government wanted them to sign the NCA.

U Thein Sein could not go against the army chief. And because of the restrictions Min Aung
Hlaing imposed, the powerful Kachin Independence Army, which was considering signing
the agreement, chose not to sign the NCA.

As a result, clashes ensued in Rakhine, Kachin and Shan states throughout the time the
National League for Democracy (NLD) Party was in government. And the military also
suffered heavy casualties.

Since the coup, resistance groups collectively known as People’s Defense Forces (PDF) have
sprung up across the country. Currently, there are around 100,000 PDF members and local
PDFs control the majority of Sagaing Region.

However, Min Aung Hlaing excluded the PDFs in his April 22 offer of peace talks. If he has a
real desire to end the armed conflicts in Myanmar, he can’t exclude the PDFs.

Despite his proposal for peace talks, the regime is continuing with its attacks in the
borderlands, said EAO leaders. If Min Aung Hlaing really wants to end the armed conflicts,
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he should have instructed a halt to military operations since his proposal for talks, added
some EAO leaders.

Some EAO leaders believe that Min Aung Hlaing just wants to reduce the pressure on him
and the Myanmar military, and does not have any real intention of ending the border
conflicts.

Thousands of anti-coup activists flocked to the borderlands to undergo military training with
EAOs, following the junta’s lethal crackdowns on anti-regime protests in February and
March last year. Now, PDFs are especially active in Sagaing and Magwe regions, which
traditionally provide the largest number of recruits for the Myanmar military. With the
exception of Naypyitaw, Ayeyarwady Region and Rakhine State, which is largely under the
control of the AA, much of the country has become a war zone.

Since June last year, all 30 divisions of the army have been engaged in non-stop military and
security operations, something which is unprecedented in the Myanmar military’s history.

There are ten battalions in a division, and seven of them have to go to the front line in a
military operation. After four months on operations, three of the battalions at the front are
replaced with the three in the rear. Now, though, the battalions are increasingly exhausted
as they are unable to take a break due to fighting conflicts on so many fronts.

Regime forces are also significantly depleted because of casualties and a growing number of
defections. Min Aung Hlaing has been forced to extend the retirement age of troops by two
more years to compensate for the dwindling number of soldiers.

Due to the shortages, the regime has had to bring retired personnel back into service. It has
also formed groups like the Pyu Saw Htee militia to assist its operations. The junta does not
fund them, but battalion commanders in the areas they operate in have to cover their costs.

At the same time, the military has seen a steep decline in its revenues as people boycott
military-linked products. Normally, dividends from the military-owned Myanmar Economic
Holdings conglomerate are distributed among active and retired personnel every six
months. But battalions have not yet received their annual dividend of 15 million kyats and
thus have not been able to carry out social welfare works for their personnel and their
families.

Due to the increasing pressures, some army subordinates have started to criticize Min Aung
Hlaing. Active and retired military personnel are now questioning the military’s leadership.
There are many so-called ‘watermelon’ soldiers, named because they wear green uniforms
but secretly support the NLD, who tip important military information to the resistance
forces.

Some commanders might now be considering scapegoating Min Aung Hlaing for their future
safety.

While the regime’s battalions are increasingly tired and cash-starved, the PDFs are growing
in terms of manpower and weapons. Resistance fighters who once used rudimentary
hunting rifles now have modern assault rifles. As well as using landmines, they are now
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conducting drone attacks. They have gained military experience while defending themselves
and attacking the regime forces.

It is only one month until the onset of the monsoon. When the rainy season comes, regime
troops will lose their air support and the PDFs and EAOs will gain the upper hand.

Min Aung Hlaing needs to give his soldiers, who are increasingly tired and disobedient, a
rest. He wants to keep the EAOs at bay under the guise of peace talks, at least for the
duration of the rainy season when his soldiers will struggle to fight without air support. That
is why he suddenly proposed dialogue with the EAOs.

If the EAOs and PDFs can maintain the current level of military, economic and political
pressure on the regime, Min Aung Hlaing will surely be driven to despair.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/myanmar-coup-leader-reveals-his-
desperation-by-proposing-peace-talks-with-eaos.html

KNPP: CRPH’s Interim Administration In Karenni State Deviates From Charter
By Network Media Group | Saturday, April 30, 2022

The Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH), composed of exiled elected
National League for Democracy MPs, announced in mid-April its plans to establish an
interim administration in Karenni State. However, the Karenni National Progressive Party’s
(KNPP) interior ministry issued a statement on 26 April, opposing this on the basis that it
deviates from the original Federal Democratic Charter drafted by the National Unity
Consultative Council (NUCC).

NMG spoke to KNPP second secretary Aung San Myint to find out why the ethnic armed
organisation is opposed to the establishment of a transitional administration in Karenni
State, what points differ from the original draft, and how this affects the development of a
federal democracy in Burma.

On what points do the second part of the NUCC Federal Democracy Charter and the
implementation of the interim administration by CRPH differ?

CRPH, National Unity Government (NUG), KNPP and other relevant organisations have
jointly drafted the Federal Democracy Charter and we are all trying to implement it. All
members must follow it, which includes section 1 and 2.

According to Articles 52 and 53 of section 2 of the Charter, a respective ethnic state can
form an executive, legislature and judiciary in its respective ethnic state. For example, if our
Karenni State needs an executive or a legislature, it is allowed to establish these things
itself. Yet, it is the Union Government that’s currently trying to set up an interim
administration and this deviates from the Federal Democratic Charter.

What will KNPP respond if CRPH does not respond to its objection letter?
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We said very clearly in our letter of objection that we have an organisation that represents
our state. So if they introduce an interim administration in our state without negotiating
with the state organisation or the ethnic armed organisations, we will not accept that. If we
do not accept that, we will not follow them no matter what they implement. That is how it
is.

Has CRPH said anything on this issue?
No, they have not answered us until today.

After the NUCC presented a draft federal democratic charter, the CRPH is trying to set up an
interim administration without consulting the regional organisations. What do you think of
the CRPH’s position on building a federal democratic country?

| do not want to comment on other organisations. We, however, have a clear political
objective. We will build a federal democratic union that will give national equality, justice
and self-determination rights. In the time of revolution, we will try to end the military
dictatorship in this country. In order to achieve our political goal, we will cooperate with
other organisations that have the same political objectives and share common ground with
us. | think they should negotiate with us before establishing a transitional administration in
Karenni State.

Is the current situation an obstacle to building a new federal democratic union and ending
the military dictatorship?

We have a concrete charter. And this is the basis on which we advance our political
movement. If we disagree, however, we need to have a dialogue between us and we expect
this will happen.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/05/03/18916

KIO Will Provide Land For Poppy Eradication In Hukawng Valley
KNG | 3rd May 2022

The Kachin Independence Organisation (KIO) will
distribute land plots to farmers in Tanai Township as

Ml part of its poppy eradication programme in Kachin
PqeRigpRe

State’s Hukawng Valley, an area of Tanai Township
where opium cultivation has long been a problem.

According to an anonymous KIO officer working in
the Shin Bwe Yang area, where the programme is
starting, the Kachin armed group will give two acres of land plot to about a hundred families
from Tarung and Tahket, about 30 minutes away by motorbike from Tarung.

KACHIN NEWS GROUP

“We believe if we give them farmland, poppy plantations will decrease,” he told KNG. The
KIO is providing tractors to help the villagers cultivate seasonal vegetables and other crops.
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“We told the farmers to grow mustard plants instead of poppy plants. There’s already a
mustard oil mill in Lamung, and | think we’ll build more mills in other villages.”

KIO provided 100 acres to farmers in La Mawng in Tanai Township in early 2021.
Of the 1,000 families from Tarung and Tahket, over 100 were growing opium.

This year, KIO officials destroyed 400 acres of poppy in Tanai Township after suspending
their anti-drug activities in the Hukawng Valley from 2020-21 because of the pandemic and
the coup.

The anti-drug organisation Pat Jasan, famous for its vigilante actions against illicit narcotics
producers, dealers and users, has also resumed its anti-narcotics campaign in Kachin State,
after stopping for two years. The civilian organisation, which was formed in 2014 and is

supported by the KIO, will prioritise activities aimed at increasing anti-narcotic awareness.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/05/03/kio-will-provide-land-for-poppy-eradication-in-

hukawng-valley/

Displaced Kachin Return To Villages In Putao
By Network Media Group | Monday, May 2, 2022

Over 200 civilians uprooted by the conflict in Putao Township have returned to their homes
to start planting paddy despite the fact that fighting between the regime and Kachin
Independence Army (KIA) could break out at anytime.

The villagers, who were staying at an internally displaced persons (IDPs) camp in Myitkyina
Township, returned to northern Kachin State last Friday in seven trucks, an IDP told NMG,

asking for his name not be mentioned. He said most of the people are from Lon Shar Yang

and Sumpyi Yang.

“We want to return to our homeland; it is difficult to live at the IDP camp, and we want to
work on our farms,” he told NMG.

A Lon Shar Yang resident, also requesting anonymity, said: “’“We don’t feel safe, even though
we’re going back.”

Neither the Burma Army (BA) nor the KIA or any other organisation have advised the IDPs to
return to their homes, and some IDPs have decided to remain in the Myitkyina camp for
now.

The villagers fled their homes after BA clashed with KIA and the People’s Defence Force near
Lon Shar Yang, Sumpyi Yang, N’se Yang and Hpert Mar from February to March.

Some people who fled to the jungle have already returned home in late March with help
from the Kachin Peace-talk Creation Group and Kachin volunteers and religious groups.

Fighting has been happening frequently between KIA and BA in Kachin State since the coup
on 1 February, 2021.
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The Advance and Retreat of a Shan Army

As conflict and crisis continue in the aftermath of the SAC coup, political instability and
uncertainty have swept many parts of the country. In this commentary, Khun Say Lone
examines a dramatic succession of events in Shan State that have seen the RCSS, an NCA-
signatory, forced to retreat by other ethnic armed organisations in the territory. Amidst
allegations of “divide and rule”, he argues that unity is needed if the people are to end the
cycles of conflict and build a better future.

Two areas in Shan State came under heavy crossfire during February this year. Fighting
broke out between the Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS) and the combined forces of
the Shan State Progress Party (SSPP) and allied Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) in
Namtu, Hsipaw, Kyaukme and Mong Kai townships. Meanwhile Tatmadaw forces under the
military State Administration Council (SAC) engaged in fierce battles with the (Kokang)
Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) in the northeast of the state,
especially in the Mongko and Pangsai areas east of Muse town. High casualties were
witnessed and reported by people living in these territories. Only small skirmishes occurred
in other parts of Shan State from time to time, except in the Kayah-Shan State borders
where anti-SAC resistance continues among local communities.

Origins of the RCSS movement

To understand the conflict between the RCSS and other ethnic armed organisations (EAOs),
it is important to know the political background. The era of the former Mong Tai Army
(MTA), established in 1985 by the notorious opium kingpin Khun Sa (Chang Shi Fu), cannot
be overlooked in Shan history. By the late 1980s, the MTA reached a strength of over ten
thousand soldiers, based in strongholds between Homong and Doi Lang along the Thailand
border. But MTA commanders also sought to position troops in other parts of Shan State
where they had personal connections.

Change came for the MTA after the military State Law and Order Restoration Council
(SLORC) assumed power in 1988. The following year, the SLORC made ceasefires with the
United Wa State Army (UWSA), MNDAA and other EAOs which, in 1989, mutinied from the
Communist Party of Burma (CPB) that controlled large amounts of territory along the China
border. As competition between the MTA and UWSA grew, a famous fight — known as the
Doi Lang battle — broke out as Wa forces attempted to capture the MTA headquarters with
the help of the Tatmadaw on the Thailand border. Survivors recall the battle as a nightmare
that developed over several years, with heavy casualties on both sides. The UWSA and MTA
were in fierce rivalry for influence and control in Shan State politics.

The struggle, however, was not simply a straightforward fight between the MTA, UWSA and
Tatmadaw. Other interests were involved. Also internationally infamous for drug-trafficking
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were the “Wei Brothers”, one of whom — Wei Xiao Kang — had been indicted by the USA
along with Khun Sa. Although he had previously conducted business with Khun Sa, he was
known to hold a grudge against the MTA, becoming a major rival to Khun Sa personally.
After the UWSA’s 1989 formation, Wei Xiao Kang joined the new movement where he
gained a powerful position in its southern operations. For this reason, local people assumed
that the attack on Doi Lang was partly instigated by these motivations.

Important, too, was the influence of China. Following the UWSA’s establishment, Wa
leaders retained close relations with officials in neighbouring China where the MTA was
regarded with suspicion. In the MTA ranks were actors connected to Kuomintang (KMT)
interests, who had become a part of the complex borderworld with Thailand during the Cold
War. While KMT influence had declined during the 1980s, the MTA was still identified with
US and Thailand interests from the perspective of Beijing. The UWSA enjoyed China’s tacit
support.

Against this backdrop, a senior commander — Col. San Yod — broke away from the MTA in
June 1995 with a large body of troops, establishing a Shan State National Army (SSNA) which
agreed a ceasefire with the SLORC government. The split immediately had an adverse
impact on the morale of MTA soldiers, raising questions of outlook and loyalty between
those of Shan and Chinese ethnic backgrounds.

Equally critical, the SSNA made an alliance with the SSPP, a much older Shan EAOQ that still
controlled territories in northern and central Shan State. Initially known as the Shan State
Army (SSA), the SSPP was established by students in the 1960s and quickly became the
leading political voice for the Shan cause. Over the years, the SSPP had also suffered splits
and defections, losing territory in the south of Shan State to the MTA. This had seen the
SSPP leadership in northern Shan State become close to the CPB, and subsequently UWSA,
and in 1989 the SSPP followed the UWSA and other ex-CPB groups into agreeing a ceasefire
with the SLORC government. The SSPP and SSNA now established a “Shan State Peace
Committee”, further affecting the morale of MTA soldiers.

With pressures growing on all sides, Khun Sa and the MTA leadership surrendered to the
Tatmadaw on 7 January 1996 in exchange for peace. It was estimated that more than
10,000 troops laid down their arms under this agreement. However, the sudden surrender
without any prior planning or preparation led to total chaos among MTA members in
different parts of Shan State. Several MTA commanders were granted militia (pyithusit)
status by the SLORC, being provided business concessions and local territories under
Tatmadaw authority, some of which are still operational today. But most families and troops
were thrust into a precarious situation where they were no longer sure what would happen
to them and how they were going to support themselves.

Little noticed, too, not all MTA members accepted Khun Sa’s decision. In response, a group
of younger officers, led by Yawd Serk, broke away to set up a new force, the RCSS, which
came from a Shan nationalist wing among the MTA’s founders.** Initially known by their
former name of Shan United Revolutionary Army (SURA), they sought to regalvanize support
among the MTA’s former rank-and-file. While the SLORC government covered the needs of
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high-ranking officers, there was no welfare provision for ex-combatants who were
scattered, facing social difficulties and lacking in livelihood skills unlike ordinary civilians.
There were no rehabilitation programmes. With breakdown continuing, the former SURA
movement was remobilised in the south and southwest of Shan State in little time.

Yawd Serk, meanwhile, also attempted to reach out to the SSPP and SSNA in other parts of
Shan State to discuss the possible unification of all Shan armed groups under the same flag.
Opinion is divided on what was actually agreed. A mooted idea was a territorial split in
control areas between the SSPP in north of the state and the SURA in the south, with a joint
movement to be known as the Shan State Organisation. Ultimately, nothing was decided.

Further plans for a Shan resistance revival were then interrupted by a major Tatmadaw
offensive which was designed to prevent Shan nationality forces from uniting. A dark
moment in Shan history followed. More than 2,000 villages were destroyed in Tatmadaw
“Four Cuts” operations during the 1996-97 period in the Kunhing and Mong Pan areas in
central Shan State. As a result, more than 300,000 people lost their homes, becoming
internally-displaced, refugees or migrating into Thailand.

At the time, these events were little reported in the international community. There were
no global media headlines, and there was a major shortfall in humanitarian aid for suffering
peoples. The Tatmadaw offensive, however, was counter-productive in suppressing
nationalist feelings. Both Shan revolutionaries and the local Shan public believed that they
were attacked because they could not defend themselves after the MTA’s breakdown and
surrender. People believed that they were being victimized simply for not having guns.

There followed a turbulent time in Shan politics. The SLORC government, superseded in
1997 by the State Peace and Development Council (SPDC), continued to exert pressures on
the different Shan movements. The ceasefire SSNA set up headquarters in the Khai Sin area
near Pang Nyu in Hsipaw township, with troops deployed across northern Shan State. The
Tatmadaw, however, started to entangle the SSNA from all sides to try and force them to
surrender or take militia status after Sao Kan Yod passed away. Subsequently, one troop
under the leadership of Sao Kanna laid down their arms in Hsenwi (Theinni) township.
Similar pressures were exerted by the Tatmadaw on the ceasefire SSPP, which also lost
territory during the SLORC-SPDC era due to troop defections.

Matters then came to a head in May 2005 when the SPDC intended to take down the SSNA
headquarters. In response, the SSNA commander, Major Sai Yi, retreated with his troops
into southern Shan State, and the ceasefire agreement with the Tatmadaw was effectively
dissolved. Subsequently, the remnant SSNA force — with a history of presence in northern
Shan State — joined with the RCSS in the Thailand borderlands, increasing its troop strength
and firepower.

The political and security situation, however, remained complicated in the field. There were
a patchwork of militia groups in different Shan nationality areas as well as the two main
EAOs of the ceasefire SSPP and non-ceasefire RCSS. In 1999, the SURA was renamed as the
RCSS, and it was from this time that the two groups became colloquially known as the “Shan
State Army-North” (SSPP) and “Shan State Army-South” (RCSS).
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The 2015 NCA: a time of change in Shan politics

In 2008 the military government of the SLORC-SPDC finished drafting a constitution before
calling a general election in 2010. President U Thein Sein and a group of military colleagues
then changed out of their uniforms to implement a new system of quasi-civilian government
in March 2011. Parallel to these events, U Thein Sein launched a new peace process as soon
as he took the office. This was a key development in the conflict-divided country, and it was
followed by a series of ceasefires and peace negotiations with the SSPP, RCSS, UWSA and
other EAOs that were relatively — though not entirely — inclusive.

For the next few years, peace talks fluctuated up and down amidst many challenges and
frequent deadlocks before a Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) was drawn up in 2015.
At the time, it was no longer certain that the Thein Sein government would gain another
term in office, and officials were desperate to conclude the peace process before their
administration came to an end. Only the RCSS, however, and seven other EAOs were
prepared to sign on 15 October 2015, with a majority of EAOs still undecided or, in some
cases, excluded by the Tatmadaw. Notably, EAOs like the SSPP, UWSA and Kachin
Independence Organisation (KIO) were still not satisfied even though they had been
involved in the negotiation process along the way.

A new division thus began to occur. After signing the NCA, it seemed that the RCSS had
gained a license from the Tatmadaw to operate openly in the country. Indeed, many urban
areas were opened up to RCSS officials that had been closed in the past, and they were
granted opportunities to visit and talk with electoral parties and other organisations in
politics and society. Such access had not seemed possible for the RCSS before accepting the
peace accord.

Subsequently, the NCA was continued by the next government, headed by State Counsellor
Aung San Suu Kyi. After taking office, leaders of the National League for Democracy (NLD)
rebranded Thein Sein’s peace process as the “21st Century Panglong Peace Conference” to
put their own imprint on the peace accord. The NLD, however, was also unable to persuade
the SSPP and most other EAOs to come on board as signatories. While the NLD was in office,
only two more EAOs signed the NCA, the New Mon State Party and Lahu Democratic Union,
bringing the total number of EAO signatories to ten.

The NCA also failed to bring in a new era of peace and stability. The Tatmadaw’s exclusion of
several EAOs from NCA discussions, notably the TNLA, MNDAA and Arakan Army (AA), was a
particular sticking point. At the same time, there was no end to conflict in several parts of
the country, especially Kachin, Rakhine and northern Shan States. Meanwhile, having paved
a political path through elections and the 2008 constitution, the Tatmadaw started constant
and hostile pressures against EAOs to lay down their arms. As part of this strategy, the drive
was stepped up for EAOs to accept the status of militia or Border Guard Forces if they were
reluctant to give up their weapons.

Among the EAOs targeted, the SSPP encountered intense pressures to transform, which led
to a division in perceptions among members and troops. With discussions failing among the
party leadership, two of the SSA’s brigades — 3 and 7 — agreed to transition into local militia,
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while only Brigade 1 remained of the original SSPP/SSA formations. At the same time, the
SSA’s Sein Kyaw base in Hsipaw township and Karli base in Kunhing township were
transformed into militia outposts, and the Ong Mu base in Kyaukme township was
disbanded. This left the SSPP’s Wan Hai headquarters in Kyethi township as the main
stronghold under SSA control. Despite the continuance of the 1989 ceasefire, the Tatmadaw
launched a major offensive in 2015 to try and capture Wan Hai because of the SSPP’s refusal
to transform into a militia. SSPP leaders recall that the battle was very intense. But
ultimately, they were able to defend their headquarters in the end.

The SSPP, however, remained under great pressures. As political transition continued, the
SSA’s Brigade 1 was overloaded with challenges to try and keep the SSPP’s once extensive
territories under control in terms of administration, mobilization and troop deployment.
Little noted, too, there were people in the north of the state who began to look to the RCSS
in the Thailand borders for support, and many youths from the Lashio, Hsenwi, Muse and
Namkham areas travelled to southern Shan State and enlisted themselves in the RCSS for
military service. The ethno-political momentum was changing.

Following the NCA signing, all of these factors appeared to come together to encourage the
RCSS leadership to try and move further north in the state into areas that had formerly been
under the control of the SSNA. The potential of economic growth in China-Myanmar trade
and improved transportation along the Mandalay-Muse highway were also triggers, and
RCSS leaders knew of the importance of relationships with China from the time of the MTA
surrender. In promotion of this strategy, RCSS leaders justified to themselves that they were
only seeking to regain territories that the SSNA had previously administered. But many
observers considered it an audacious move.

Opinions differ at to what happened next. During the first stages of the mobilization and
transportation of RCSS troops from the south to north of the state, it was claimed that prior
understanding had been sought with SSPP leaders. It was also said that, initially, the RCSS
had good relations with the SSPP’s allies, notably the TNLA and KIO, during these first
deployments. On this basis, RCSS units were able to extend their presence to Kyaukme,
Hsipaw and Namtu townships by stationing troops in the Mai Kai (Mong Kaing) area as well
as building up a strong presence in the Huu Soon area, Hsipaw township.

Any honeymoon period, however, did not last long. Clashes and skirmishes between RCSS
and SSPP forces began to break out, and multiple attempts at mediation by different actors
were executed but they never led to an agreement between leaders of the two parties.
Unresolved issues related to troop deployments, new recruitments and local administration,
and these gradually turned into serious disputes. As tensions deepened, SSPP village
administrators were deliberately substituted with RCSS-appointed officials in some districts,
adding to the burdens on local residents. In essence, they now had to support — or choose
between — two Shan forces: the SSPP and RCSS.

Equally divisive, clashes with the TNLA, a close SSPP ally, began to intensify as the months
went by. In Shan State, the SSPP has long been allied with a number of nationality EAOs,
including the TNLA, KIO, MNDAA, UWSA and AA, which in 2017 formed a Federal Political
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Negotiation and Consultative Committee (FPNCC) among NCA non-signatory movements in
the northeast of the country. There is a history of inter-ethnic cooperation, and a number of
Ta’ang leaders were once part of the SSA movement in northern Shan State. Indeed one
Ta’ang commander, Sai Hso Lane (Hla Aung) became SSPP president. Adding to the
complexity, the SSPP has a formation of predominantly Wa troops in Tang Yan township.

Very quickly, the conflict landscape turned from bad to worse as the SSPP became caught in
the middle of battles between the RCSS and TNLA. In parts of Namtu township, especially,
SSPP soldiers shared military outposts with TNLA troops, and collateral fighting between the
RCSS and TNLA-SSPP forces became inevitable.

Adding to local distrust and resentment, accusations emerged that the Tatmadaw was
involved in the initial transportation of RCSS troops to the north. It was also claimed that the
Tatmadaw took control of some SSPP outposts on the ground, staying only a couple of days
before allowing the RCSS to take over. Inevitably, such tactics and behaviour created
misunderstandings and doubts between RCSS and SSPP supporters, with rumours spreading
that the Tatmadaw was secretly reinforcing the RCSS with ammunition. Five years later,
these allegations were reversed, and this time it was claimed that the Tatmadaw opened up
roads for the SSPP and TNLA to transport their troops towards the southern border to chase
the RCSS out when it was retreating from the north.

Such stories and events highlight how SSPP and RCSS members, who were once friends,
came to fight against each other as bitter enemies. In reality, both EAOs were in ceasefires
with the government: the RCSS as a signatory to the NCA and the SSPP in a bilateral
ceasefire since 1989 which was renewed in 2011. And government officials know that both
EAOs continued to have a close contact and relationship with the commander and deputy
commander of the Tatmadaw’s Eastern Central Region Command, based in Kho Lam.

For these reasons, military analysts have long assessed that the Tatmadaw plays the tactics
of “divide and rule” by deliberately creating the conditions of conflict to provoke different
parties to fight each other in order to prevent the opening up of new battle-fronts against
the government. Small clashes continued in northern Shan State during 2020 when political
affairs across the country were dominated by the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic and
November general election. These allegations of “divide and rule” then swiftly revived in the
aftermath of the February 2021 coup by the State Administration Council (SAC). National
politics were now turned completely upside down by the SAC takeover.

The SAC coup: a new era of volatility

Political structures and relationships in both Shan State and Myanmar more broadly were
dramatically transformed by the SAC coup. With NLD leaders in detention, a succession of
new organisations emerged to resist the oppression and military crackdown, including the
Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH), National Unity Consultative Council
(NUCC), National Unity Government (NUG) and People’s Defence Forces (PDFs), in many
parts of the country. Overburdened with tackling the challenges of the Spring Revolution
and new cycle of armed movements, political analysts believe that, from the outset,
Tatmadaw strategists resumed the tactic of fuelling conflict between Shan EAOs in order to
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keep them busy fighting one another and to prevent them making alliance with the new
PDFs.

As in the past, other factors also came into play. As ceasefires began to break down or come
under strain, a political executive known as the Peace Process Steering Team (PPST) was
revived by the RCSS and other EAO NCA-signatories to try and maintain unity and keep the
peace accord alive. Other EAOs, however, were also highly vigilant, and SSPP, TNLA and
UWSA leaders in the FPNCC alliance in northern Shan State considered whether this was
time to move against the RCSS whose position was uncertain. Tensions rapidly began to
build.

Adding to the pressures, there were many rumours about the role of China which continued
to keep doors open to the SSPP, UWSA and other FPNCC members. As the South China Sea
dispute highlights, “back door” security is very critical for Chinese strategists, and the
connection of oil and gas pipelines between Yunnan Province and the Indian Ocean has
become a significant geopolitical asset for Beijing during the past decade. Any look at a map
shows the importance of the Myanmar “back door” through the Shan State during a
turbulent political time.

For the moment, the RCSS and PPST have taken no public position on their relationship with
the CRPH and NUG, both of which are viewed as “pro-Western” in Beijing. But after Yawd
Serk, then the PPST’s interim leader, was reported to be in contact with the CRPH and NUG,
reports circulated that Chinese officials did not want to see a perceived pro-Western
alliance forming close to its territory. “No US-made M-16 will be seen along the Shan-China
border” was a reported claim.

Events now moved quickly. Under pressure from their rivals, RCSS troops retreated from all
their positions between Namkham and Muse townships, immediately being substituted by
SSPP soldiers. This was followed by a major offensive in both manpower and firepower,
launched from the Namtu area and spreading into Hsipaw, Kyaukme, Kyethi, Mai Kai, Laikha
and Panglong townships to the south. Eventually, it was reported in March that RCSS forces
had withdrawn south of Taunggyi, essentially back into base areas along the Thai border
from where their post-2015 advance had started. It marked a stunning retreat.

Notably, during this time there appeared to be no military engagement or objection by
Tatmadaw units, which sat back and watched along the way. Only when SSPP forces
reached to Panglong township did SAC officers seek to draw a territorial line in talks with
SSPP representatives. Meanwhile UWSA forces also pressed in from the east towards the
RCSS headquarters at Loi Tai Leng, Mong Ton township, on the Thailand border. A number
of fatalities were reported in early clashes.

And this, for the moment, is where the Shan landscape currently stands. While political
breakdown continues in Myanmar at large, the RCSS has been forced to retreat from the
territories in northern Shan State where it sought to advance following its signing of the
2015 NCA. In making this attempt, it appears to have few allies. On the surface, too, the
recent battle has looked like a struggle between nationality movements based on the China
and Thailand borders. Certainly, the RCSS has enjoyed cross-border support from Thailand in
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the past. Today, though, this has declined while China maintains bridges to FPNCC
members, notably the UWSA. But deeper complexities remain, including the struggle
between the SAC and NUG, and it would be wrong to see nationality parties in Shan State as
simply proxies for outside interests. They want to take control of their own destiny.

Above all, the peoples of Shan State want peace, justice and equality. During a time of
suffering and volatility, this commentary has sought to highlight the advance and retreat of
a Shan nationality force based upon the Thai border to and from the northern Shan State.
For the cycles of conflict and state failure to be addressed, it is vital that lessons are learned
and that communities work together in common spirit to build a better future for their
peoples. The mistakes of the past should not be repeated.

* Khun Say Lone is the pseudonym of a local Shan analyst.

** The MTA grew out of the 1985 formation of a Tailand Revolutionary Council which
brought together the Shan United Army of Khun Sa, the Shan United Revolutionary Army,
headed by Gon Jerng (Mo Heing), and a SSPP breakaway group in southern Shan State.

https://www.tni.org/en/article/the-advance-and-retreat-of-a-shan-army

Some Regime Troops Withdraw From SSPP Camp In Southern Shan State
By SHAN - May 2, 2022

Tensions remain high between the Burma Army (BA) and the Shan State Progress Party
(SSPP) in southern Shan State, despite hundreds of BA troops recalled after the regime
leader and army chief Snr-Gen Min Aung Hlaing, invited some of the ethnic armed groups to

so-called peace talks in May.

Burma Army

SSPP spokesperson Maj Sai Phone Han told SHAN that
about 700 regime troops are still stationed around the
camp on Mount Sanin in Loilem District. But some
soldiers have withdrawn from some areas, probably
related to Min Aung Hlaing’s latest plan, he explained.

“Sometimes we have to solve problems by military
means. Our patron, Gen Sao Hsur Hten, used to say that
there are two sides in a revolution. For example, if one side is red and the other is white,
some will work with the red side while others will work for the white side,” the Shan
spokesperson told SHAN, without elaborating.

An anonymous source who frequently travels from Mong Nawng to Kunhing said the army
reopened the road between the towns on 27 April after it had been closed for a while. But
soldiers from the Kali People Militia Force, under the regime, have replaced the BA at
checkpoints along the way, he explained.
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SSPP

BA troops have been deployed in Panglong, Laikha,
Kehsi, Namsang and Mong Kung townships in southern
Shan State.

Sai Phone Han would not comment on whether the
SSPP would send representatives to meet with regime
leaders in Naypyidaw on 9 May. He said they would
follow the decision of the Federal Political Negotiation
Consultative Committee (FPNCC), of which the ethnic armed organisation is a member along
with other armed groups from Shan and Kachin states.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24903

Myanmar Military Junta is Above the Rule of Law
By SHAN - May 3, 2022

“My husband should not have died. There is no value of a human life, and there is no
accountability. | have become a widow now at a young age,” Nang Hom cried and narrated
her story to SHAN.

In February early this year Sai Mg Ngo was hit and
killed on the spot by a drunk military junta soldier in
Mongsu township Loilem District Southern Shan
State

In February early this year, Sai Mg Ngo was hit and
killed on the spot by a drunk military junta soldier in
Mongsu township, Loilem District, Southern Shan
State.

Currently, Sai Mg Ngo’s wife is struggling to raise her only three years old daughter after the
death of her husband.

According to Nang Hom, even though the military junta promised to provide compensation
for the death of Sai Mg Ngo, nothing has been provided up to date.

“The military junta did not provide help or compensation. They did not even come to check.
They said they would make sure everything is alright. They asked us to keep the expenses
record for the funeral and other costs in front of our elders and everyone. When they made
the promise, my husband’s corpse was not cremated yet,” Nang Hom sadly told SHAN.

On 29 January 2022, the accident occurred when Sai Mg Ngo was about to board a
passenger car to return to Pan Soi village, Mongsu township. He was hit by a drunk soldier
who drove at a high speed, and his body was carried away by about 15 meters.
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The truck did not stop even though it hit a person, and it was driven away at a high speed
into a military compound.

Sai Mg Ngo was the head of the family and he was a very responsible person. He was the
main person to earn and feed his whole family. After his death, his wife has been struggling
to earn a living and raise her daughter.

“Nobody comes to speak about the accident now. There is no accountability, and no one is
taking responsibility. When he was alive, he fed our whole family. After his death,
everything is now on my shoulders. | still have my parents to look after, so it is all on me
now. | do not dare to complain. My daughter is only three years old. | am worried that she
would feel inferior after her father’s death. So, | am trying my best to raise her not to feel
that way even though it is very hard for me,” Nang Hom depressingly told SHAN.

When Sai Mg Ngo was alive, she only stayed home and raised her daughter — she did not
have to work.

However, she has to do whatever it takes to earn a living and send her daughter to school
now.

“I started to do an online business, | sell things online. | have also done other kinds of jobs
which | have never done before. They (Military junta) have the authority to do whatever
they want. My husband should not have lost his life — they do not value a human’s life. They
also do not have accountability. So, | have become a widow at a young age now. My
daughter is also very young,” Nang Hom cried and continued telling her story.

The expenses for Sai Mg Ngo’s funeral, donations, and building his grave was about 150
Lakhs (About 7,500 USD). Even though the military junta asked to keep the expenses record
and came to check it, there has not been any compensation up to date, according to Nang

Hom.

97 years old man was hit and killed on the spot
by a bulldozer ordered by the military soldiers

Similar case like Sai Mg Ngo happened in the
Shan State capital city, Taunggyi, last year on 17
March, where a 97 years old man was hit and
killed on the spot by a bulldozer ordered by the
military soldiers.

According to a 20 years old woman who witnessed the incident, “His blood was spilt on the
road. It was around 8 A.M in the morning. It was the Myanmar military’s doing. There was
also a motorcycle in the bulldozer’s blade when it occurred. On the cremation day, the
military junta claimed that they needed to inspect the corpse and they took it away. They
returned the corpse around 1 P.M the same day.”

The military junta did not take any responsibility for the loss of that family — there was not
any accountability.

Page 40 of 86



According to a political activist, Nan Kwan Lake, even though the military junta committed
so many human rights abuses, there is no legal process to make sure justice is served.

“As we are all aware of, the current Myanmar judicial system is completely under the
military junta, so there is no hope at all for justice. We cannot hope that this judicial system
will serve us justice, meanwhile, the international community is not doing anything about
the military human rights abuses. As we all see, they cannot do anything,” the above
political activist, Nang Kwan Lake told SHAN.

She also added that there were some cases where the military took action against its
soldiers when the incident was widely known and could not be denied. However, those
criminals were released during the amnesty — there were many such cases.

“It is like the military judiciary is not for punishing its soldiers but to pardon them. So, the
soldiers committed human rights abuses as they liked. The reason is that they know the
military judiciary is not effective. The worst part is that soldiers were never tried outside the
military judiciary,” Nang Kwan Lake pointed out the flaws of the Myanmar military judiciary.

According to Shan Human Rights Foundation (SHRF) spokesperson, Sai Hor Hseng, it is the
responsibility of the army to protect its civilians; however, the military actions indicated that
they are committing human rights abuses.

“If we would like to take action against the army according to the laws, first we need to
make sure if our judicial system is strong enough to bring justice and to protect our civilians.
If not, we will not be able to do anything against the military through the judiciary.
Currently, the military junta holds all the authorities, and | think it would be very difficult to
have a just judicial system,” Sai Hor Hseng told SHAN.

A lawyer also pointed out that even though the military junta is taking the country’s
authority according to the 2008 constitution, the country’s rule of law has been
deteriorating after the coup in February 2021.

“If there is no rule of law and justice, and the civilians are oppressed, it would only damage
the image and reputation of the military institution in the long run. Currently, the military
junta is torturing its own civilians. As a well-established institution, the more they tortured
and oppressed the people, the more it is damaging itself. Without the rule of law within its
organization, it will only ruin its structure and image,” a lawyer told SHAN.

The lawyer also added that in a judicial system, everyone is under the rule of law. In the
case of injustice, judicially it is valid and can be brought to justice regardless of any reasons.

“In a judicial system, no one is above the laws. Judicially, any injustice cases can be brought
to court and trial according to my opinion. The rule of laws will still be applicable one day, it
will not go away — just a matter of time and the way the trial will proceed. The rule of law
will be there even though there is no ruler. Rules and regulations are always there,” the
above lawyer pointed out his perspective.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24913
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Displaced Villagers Want MNDAA To Leave Kutkai Camp
KNG | 3rd May 2022

Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA)
. soldiers have shouted at and threatened villagers after
' they asked them to leave their camp for displaced
people in Burma’s restive northern Shan State.

® Since early in the year, about 300 armed MNDAA

soldiers have stayed at the Zup Awng internally
displaced persons (IDPs), which is located outside of Kutkai town. Villagers don’t feel safe
with the soldiers, who are fighting with regime forces and staying with them. Last Saturday,
camp leaders asked them to leave.

A man, asking his name not be mentioned, told KNG the soldiers were staying in the church
and school. "When camp leaders told them no armed groups are allowed to live in the IDP
camp, the military leaders shouted at them, showed their guns and pounded on the table.”

In the past, the MNDA frequently came to the camp, which is the largest in the area, he said.
This time, they have stayed for four months, and they have to suspend church services, the
children can’t go to school and they are taking people’s motorbikes to use when they want.
Soldiers are also sexually harassing the girls living in the camp and parents are worried
about their daughters.

The camp is also facing drought during the dry season, and the soldiers are wasting the
water.

Another anonymous source told KNG that the MNDAA seems to be using the IDPs as human
shields to protect themselves. “The armed groups should respect the military code of
conduct regarding IDPs and avoid (staying in) civilian areas.”

IDPs are concerned that the Burma Army could attack their camp because the Kokang
soldiers are there. More MINDAA troops are deployed at rotational farms around Zup Awng.

The camp is home to 1,000 villagers, and it was established in 2011.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/05/03/displaced-villagers-want-mndaa-to-leave-kutkai-
cam

OBITUARY: In memory of the late Hkun Tun Oo
By Sai Wansai - May 3, 2022

Hkun Tun Oo, also known as Noel and Sao Naing Naing, founder and leader of the Shan
Nationalities League for Democracy (SNLD), passed away peacefully on 30t April at the age
of 79.
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Hkun Tun Oo’s funeral 2 May 2022

Khun Tun Oo was born in Hsipaw, Shan State on 11th of
September, 1943. After the 1988 uprising, he founded and
chaired the SNLD party.

As an SNLD candidate, he became a member of parliament
for the No.1 constituency in Hsipaw Township in the 1990
general elections.

In 2005 he was imprisoned by the military government State
Peace and Development Council (SPDC) for 93 years, along with other Shan leaders, for
treason and defamation. He was released from prison under an amnesty on 13th January,
2012 during the Thein Sein administration.

His achievement in politics were mostly linked to the party he formed and in a way it is
inseparable and impossible to view him unattached from the SNLD, particularly regarding
his political outlook and his mode of thinking.

First and foremost, the name of the party he had chosen speaks for itself, which means it
covers all ethnic groups living with the boundary of Shan State and as well, Shan or Tai living
outside Shan State territories. The plural form of “nationalities” used for the party name’s is
meant to cover all ethnic groups, such as Kachin, Wa, Pa-0O, Intha, Danu, Lahu, Bamar and so
on living in Shan State, and including the majority Shan/Tai of course.

Funeral Hkun Tun Oo 2 May 2022

However, before the 2020 election SNLD changed its
stance from ethnic-based to state-based electorate
system.

After the 1990 nationwide election where the National
League for Democracy (NLD) won with a landslide
coming out first in the whole country and SNLD
obtaining second place with the absolute majority win
in Shan State, the then in power military junta refused to honor the result and wouldn’t let
the winning parties govern the country.

Following this Hkun Tun Oo took the initiative together with his party to form the United
Nationalities Alliance (UNA) which was considered to be one of the most influential political
alliances in the country. The UNA encompassed a varied spectrum of ethnic political parties,
dominated by the SNLD. Originally, there were 12 different political parties, which included
SNLD, Mon National Democratic Front (MNDF), Zomi National Congress (ZNC), Arakan
League for Democracy (ALD), Chin National League for Democracy (CNLD), Kayin National
Congress for Democracy (KNCD), Kachin State National Congress for Democracy (KNCD),
Kayah State All Nationalities League for Democracy (KSANLD), Kayan National Unity and
Democratic Organization (DOKNU), Mra People’s Party (MPP), Shan State Kokang
Democratic Party (SSKDP), and Arakan People’s Democratic Front (APDF).
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UNA condolence to Hkun Tun Oo

> The condolence letter issued by the UNA, of which Hkun Tun
Oo was a patron, vowed to continue the struggle so

4 that democracy and federal union aspirations are realized,
e according to his desire.

ittt miiiaae |0 2002, the SNLD headed by Hkun Tun Oo joined the
m&w%*m o Committee Representing the People’s Parliament (CRPP) led

b b s vt i by National League for Democracy (NLD) Aung San Suu Kyi.

56 yoSugom sobosabubrod SR wiph

Within the Shan State he spearheaded the formation of
Shan State Joint Action Committee (SSJAC), which included
the SNLD, the Shan State Progress Party (SSPP), and the
Seng Kiao’s People Militia. He also led the SSJAC to actively
participate in the Committee for Shan State Unity (CSSU) since 2013 in order to achieve
Shan unity. But unfortunately and sadly his aspiration wasn’t fulfilled, as the two Shan
armies the Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS) and SSPP continues to fight each other
since 2018 until today.

Even quite recently, he was said to have planned to fly to Thailand to mediate between the
RCSS leader Gen Yawd Serk and SSPP chief Gen Pang Fa to end the hostility and opt for unity
for the sake of the Shan people. But he passed away before he was able to do it.

Prior to this during the second half of 1990s Hkun Tun Oo entrusted the exiled Shan
Democratic Union (SDU) formed in Thailand by the Chiang Mai-based Shan State
Organization (SSO) and Bangkok-based Tai Union to speak and lobby for SNLD
internationally as the whole country is under intense oppression. Accordingly, SDU joined
the Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization (UNPO) in 1997 to do just that.

The best way to transform our sorrow and sadness may be, like the UNA condolence letter
has suggested, to help realize his dream of democracy and federal union. And to do this
ethnic-democratic camps will have to fight in unison. At this juncture, the unity of Shan
resistance forces may be the key to propel the course of the people’s revolution, as it is the
only state left that has not enter the fray in big way like the Kachin, Chin, Karenni, and Karen
states.

As such, the people of Shan State and the organizations, armed and unarmed, owe Hkun
Tun Oo a favor to fulfill his cherished dream, if they really think he is still their national
leader as time and again been professed and also share his commitment to achieve a
federal democratic union.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24907
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