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Naypyitaw PDF says it killed four and injured a lieutenant colonel in shooting attack
Resistance fighters also killed a township police chief in Bago Region the following day
Esther ) | Maung Shwe Wah| Published on Apr 30, 2022

Military trucks drive past a statue of Myanmar
independence hero Aung San in Naypyitaw last
month (EPA)

People’s Defence Force (PDF) fighters said they
killed four and seriously injured a lieutenant colonel
on Wednesday evening in an attack against a group
of junta personnel at a bar near a military base in
Naypyitaw Township.

o Bl
o M

Four fighters from the Naypyitaw PDF’s Battalions 801 and 802 launched the attack using
two M16 guns, said Ngwe Soe, commander of the PDF’s Naypyitaw Regional Command
under the National Unity Government (NUG).

A local administrator, a police officer, and two soldiers were killed in the 8:30pm attack at
the Shwe Nan Taw bar, while the lieutenant colonel was among three who were injured.
“We managed to fire over 20 shots,” Ngwe Soe said.

He added: “Junta-appointed administrators, the lieutenant colonel and his guards were
meeting at the bar in plain clothes. We had previously received intel that he would be
treating them to a meal there.”

He said he did not know the lieutenant colonel’s name.

The bar is in Aung Mingalar village in Naypyitaw’s Lewe Township and is close to a military
base. “There is a security checkpoint on the route west to the entrance we used,” Ngwe Soe
said. “Both soldiers and police officers were present. If we go further than that, we get to
the junta battalions. They’re all along that road.”

No PDF members were injured or captured in the attack, he said. “The security in Naypyitaw
is very tight as it’s the military council’s last line of defence. But we take serious precautions
during our operations.”

The day after the Naypyitaw shooting, PDF members in Bago Region killed the police chief of
Kawa Township in an early morning attack.

Win Naing was riding a motorcycle near the Min Kyeik tea shop at around 5am on Thursday
when PDF gunmen approached.

“We chased him from behind and shot him at close range,” said a Bago PDF spokesperson.

The attackers shot the police chief in the head five times, he added. Junta forces tightened
security in the township after the killing and carried out searches.
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“The police chief was one of the major contributors towards the arrests of revolutionary
forces and people taking part in the Civil Disobedience Movement in the township,” said the
PDF spokesperson.

The Kawa PDF helped carry out the attack and no resistance fighters were injured or
detained, he added.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/naypyitaw-pdf-says-it-killed-four-and-injured-a-
lieutenant-colonel-in-shooting-attack

Karenni political party announces plan to unite local anti-junta forces under new
administration team

The announcement comes after the party criticised the National Unity Government for
failing to consult ethnic groups about administrative reform

Esther J | Published on Apr 30, 2022

A conflict-torn area of Karenni’s Demoso
Township, seen on December 18, 2021 (KNDF)

The Karenni National Progressive Party (KNPP)
is planning to form a new administration team
to unite ethnic groups in the state and its
surrounding regions, the party’s vice secretary
Aung San Myint has said.

The new team will bring together the Karenni
State Consultative Council (KSCC), which was formed in the wake of last year’s coup to unite
local political forces, with ethnic armed organisations in the area.

“We are planning to form an administration team with the ethnic armed organisations in
the area, their administration departments and the KSCC’s administration team after writing
an interim plan,” said Aung San Myint.

“The government mechanisms of ethnic revolutionary forces have been in existence for 70
years,” he added. “We are not planning to form a government mechanism for each of the
groups, but instead we are going to negotiate with all the involved parties to integrate all of
their government mechanisms into a single mechanism of the KSCC.”

The KNPP criticised the underground National Unity Government (NUG) for announcing
plans on April 24 to reform its administrative processes without properly consulting ethnic
groups.

The KSCC includes the Kayah State Democratic Party (KYSDP), the Kayan National Party
(KNP), the National League for Democracy (NLD), five ethnic armed organisations, and the
Karenni Nationalities Defence Force, an armed group formed after the coup.
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Groups operating under the NUG and the Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
(CRPH) have not joined the KSCC.

The military council’s governance mechanisms in Karenni State are failing and only the KSCC
is serving the public, said Aung San Myint.

“People need to know what’s actually happening here. Towns and villages were destroyed
in Karenni, entire townships and villages have been emptied out and the civilians are staying
at IDP camps,” he said.

“These IDP camps are inside our territories and we are providing food, shelter and security
for the public at the moment,” he added.

The new administration team will cover all of Karenni territory, which includes several
regions of southern Shan and northern Karen states and areas around Naypyitaw, he added.
The team would only be an interim organisation, he said.

“We need to have accountability and transparency in order to call ourselves a government,”
he said. “It is impossible to form a complete government amidst all the battles that have
been going on.”

Lwin Ko Latt, the NUG’s minister of home affairs, did not return calls from Myanmar Now
seeking comment.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/karenni-political-party-announces-plan-to-unite-
local-anti-junta-forces-under-new

Junta Watch: Regime Spokesperson’s Obscenity; Electric buses but no Electricity for the
People and More

By THE IRRAWADDY | 30 April 2022
Regime spokesperson’s obscenity goes viral

If you are what you say, the regime’s spokesperson Major General Zaw Min Tun is a lowly
man for his use of an obscenity at the regime’s so-called press conference on April 27, which
was mostly attended by pro-junta media. After taking the podium, the Maj-Gen denounced
media outlets that refuse to parrot the regime’s falsehoods as “state-destroying media”,
accusing them of reporting in favor of the shadow National Unity Government (NUG).

“Think to yourself whether you are the terrorist NUG’s “ball-lifter,” he barked, using a vulgar
Myanmar slang phrase equivalent to the English phrase ‘ass licker’. The junta has branded
the NUG and its associates as terrorists.

In Myanmar today, ‘ball-lifter’ is most commonly used on social media to describe someone
who shows too much respect to the generals and their dictatorship. It is rarely used in
everyday conversations, as it is considered too offensive.
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Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun’s comment went viral online, attracting a torrent of criticism. People
wondered what a crude and uneducated person he must be for daring to use such an
obscenity at a state-level press conference.

But considering the vile institution he represents, it is perhaps not surprising to hear him
spout such language. After all, the regime is just a bunch of uncivilized, shameless men in
uniform who kill unarmed civilians and loot and torch their homes.

Plans to introduce electric buses ongoing despite daily power cuts

Amid long hours of rolling power blackouts, a policy coordination meeting on the earliest
possible production of electric vehicles was held in the Myanmar capital Naypyitaw on April
22 on the orders of coup leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing.

The meeting was attended by the junta’s transport and communications minister Tin Aung
San, industry minister U Charlie Than and officials of Omni Focus Co Ltd, owned by
grandsons of the late military dictator U Ne Win, and discussed plans to run electric buses in
Naypyitaw, Yangon and Mandalay.

U Charlie Than asked Omni to present its business plan to the regime’s governing body, the
State Administration Council (SAC). He said the SAC will form a leading committee and work
committee to develop guidelines.

Min Aung Hlaing has often talked about introducing electric buses and electric trains to
Myanmar. In August last year, he said his regime was developing a policy and would
announce it soon.

The Myanmar people, however, have called on the military regime for an end to power cuts
and full access to electricity for everyone before trying to run electric buses.

Regime to adopt proportional representation for its 2023 election

Speaking at the regime’s April 27 press conference, the junta’s Union Election Commission
(UEC) member U Khin Maung Oo said closed list proportional representation (PR) will
replace the current First Past the Post (FPTP) voting system for the general election to be
held by the regime next year.

Many believe the junta’s move is an attempt to prevent another landslide loss, after
military-backed political parties were overwhelmingly trounced by the National League for
Democracy (NLD) Party under the FPTP system in the elections of 1990, 2015 and 2020 [the
NLD boycotted the 2010 poll].

Under the PR voting system, seats are distributed by election authorities to each party in
proportion to the number of votes the party receives. In the closed list PR system, people
vote only for a party, not for individual candidates. Each political party will have already
decided which politicians will represent the seats allocated to the party after the election.

Under PR, it will be impossible for parties which enjoy wide popular support, like the NLD
and the Shan Nationalities League for Democracy (SNLD), to dominate parliament. Min Aung
Hlaing could well become president under PR, given that 25 per cent of seats are reserved

Page 5 of 24



for military appointees, while the military’s proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party
and other pro-military parties will also take a share of the seats.

Since the coup, the junta-controlled UEC has held four meetings with political parties to
discuss the adoption of closed list PR. Those meetings were boycotted by the NLD, SNLD and
the other parties which won the largest share of seats in the 2020 general election.

Lethal pro-junta militias get regime’s official blessing

Myanmar’s military regime has officially endorsed lethal pro-junta militias that are
increasingly targeting civilians who oppose military rule.

Junta spokesman Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun told a press conference in Naypyitaw on
Wednesday that the regime was implementing a “public security system” with regime
supporters, as well as the army and police, who will get “manpower and equipment
support” from the junta.

The implementation of the system means that pro-regime militias like the Pyu Saw Htee
groups will have the official blessing to continue their atrocities against civilians such as
extrajudicial killings, sexual assaults, arbitrary arrests and the torching of houses, under the
cover of eliminating “terrorist forces”, the regime’s jargon for anyone who opposes military
dictatorship.

The endorsement comes after the recent emergence of the Thwe Thout militia group, which
was formed in response to an anti-junta group’s vow to attack regime supporters, security
forces and their family members.

Thwe Thout has already claimed responsibility for the killing of two NLD supporters in
Mandalay. Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun denied the group was endorsed by the junta. But he said
nothing about taking legal action against the group.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/junta-watch/junta-watch-regime-spokespersons-
obscenity-electric-buses-but-no-electricity-for-the-people-and-more.html

Thai, Malaysian firms pull out of Myanmar gasfield project
By THE IRRAWADDY | 30 April 2022

BANGKOK—Thailand’s oil and gas conglomerate PTTEP and Malaysia’s Petronas announced
Friday they would withdraw from the Yetagun gas project in coup-hit Myanmar.

There has been an exodus of global energy companies from Myanmar including Chevron
and TotalEnergies following last year’s military takeover and subsequent allegations of
human rights abuses.

More than 1,800 civilians have died during a military crackdown and more than 13,000 have
been arrested, according to a local monitoring group.
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Petronas subsidiary Carigali holds a roughly 41 percent stake in the Yetagun project while
PTTEP has a 19.31 share.

“The withdrawal is part of the company’s portfolio management to refocus on projects that
support the energy security for the country,” PTTEP chief executive Montri Rawanchaikul
said in a statement Friday.

PTTEP said its stake will be reallocated proportionately to the remaining shareholders with
no commercial value, effective upon regulatory approval.

Petronas, which has operated the project since 2003, said in a statement the decision
followed a review and was part of an “asset rationalisation strategy” to adapt to “the
changing industry environment and accelerated energy transition”.

The 24,130 square kilometre field in the Gulf of Moattama produces natural gas and
condensate.

Japan’s Nippon Oil and Gas Exploration and Myanmar’s junta-linked Myanma Oil and Gas
Enterprise have the remaining stakes in the project.

PTTEP’s decision is not the end of its involvement with Myanmar.

In March, PTTEP said it will take over the running of Myanmar’s vital Yadana gasfield
following the withdrawal of Chevron and TotalEnergies in January.

The American and French firms said they would pull out of Myanmar following growing
international pressure from human rights groups to cut financial ties with the junta.

The Yadana gas field in the Andaman Sea provides electricity to Myanmar and Thailand, one
of a number of gas projects that Human Rights Watch says make up Naypyidaw’s largest
source of foreign currency revenue, generating more than $1 billion annually.

Myanmar’s military has interests in large swathes of the country’s economy, including oil
and gas.

Other international firms — including British American Tobacco and French renewable
energy firm Voltalia — have also pulled back from Myanmar since February last year.

A spokesperson for rights group Justice for Myanmar called on companies involved with the
Yetagun gas project to completely sever ties with the military.

“The field is near depletion and we call on Petronas and its international partners to
decommission the field in accordance with environmental best practices, and responsibly
disengage,” Yadanar Maung said.

“Petronas and their partners must ensure no more revenue flows to the Myanmar junta.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/thai-malaysian-firms-pull-out-of-myanmar-
gasfield-project.html
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Living in Trauma, Danu Region

By SHAN - April 30, 2022

“Nine villagers from Pae Yin Thaung village, all are Danu tribe, were tortured and killed by
the military junta after accusing them as People Defense Force (PDF) members on 19 April
2022

4« Burma Army burning villager house at Ywar Ngarn

o . . .
##2 The surrounding was so quiet except the occasional

sound of cars and motorcycles when passing by. Due
to the martial law and electricity black out, the
village was silent and everyone was in bed.

On 20 March 2022 around 10 P.M, the sound of
people screaming, crying, and gun fire suddenly
broke the silence. Some houses, cars, and motorcycles were continuously burned that night.
This incident occurred after the military informant U Soe Myint’s house was attacked.

The once peaceful village, Pae Yin Thaung, is now experiencing chaotic and unforeseen
shocking incidents.

“The house was burned down into ash, and the soldiers in the village started firing guns —
the gun fire lasted about half an hour. U Soe Myint was killed and some of his family
members were injured,” a female resident told SHAN.

After the coup, Ywangan township, Southern Shan State, has shown signs of increased
armed conflict during these few months. Pae Yin Thaung village is located between Aung
Pan — Ywangan highway road, and it is only about 18 miles away from the Southern Shan
State’s trading city, Aung Pan.

“Suddenly, | did not know what to do. So, | collected the important things, and our whole
family had to run away overnight. There were soldiers in the village, and my grandmother is
80 years old. She was so shocked by the incident, so we decided to leave immediately,” a 40
years old, Daw Mee Nge (Not real name), who experienced the shocking event that night
told SHAN.

According to a resident from Pindaya township, starting from the end of 2021, the People
Defense Force (PDF) initiated their attacks in Ywangan township, and it has been more
intense lately.

“Ywangan and Pindaya are connected. It started in Ywagnan, and now Pindaya is also
included — they fought the military junta, its informants, and destroyed military owned
telecommunication towers in the areas. After that, the military junta started arresting
people in the villages, and some residents ran away. If the situation calmed, they would
come back,” the above Pindaya resident told SHAN.
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During the water festival on 15 April 2022 morning, Myanmar military junta fired artillery
targeting a Danu PDF base located south of Thaung Oo village, Ywangan township and killed
two PDF force members. One PDF member injured his head severely, and another member
got arrested alive.

According to the resident, Myanmar military junta offensively attacked another PDF base
located west of Na Ban Kyi village, Ywangan township, and took over the base by using air
strikes during the bad weather condition.

“Anyone could get arrested without doing anything. It was not just in Pae Yin Thaung village
but most of the villages in Ywangan township were facing the same thing. So, the villagers
were running away into the jungle. Pae Yin Thaung villagers were afraid that gun fights
could escalate anytime, so they remained in the jungle,” a young native told SHAN.

There were other conflicts occurring in the Danu region where the Myanmar military junta
kept shelling recklessly into the areas, and the natives were shocked.

“The locals have never experienced such an event, so they were scared. When they saw
soldiers, they were so shocked that they were shivering, and it had been many sleepless
nights. The young ones were furious and resentful. When they saw their friends were on the
run while some were being killed, they would like to fight back. However, the elders were
not supportive, so the young ones felt helpless sometimes,” a local political activist, Daw
Mee Nge told SHAN.

Ywar Ngarn Danu

She also added that the Danu elders have been
brainwashing the Danu people by using the religion
from generation to generation. Even though the
Danu people have been oppressed, they did not
revolt against the oppressor.

“The elders always mentioned the importance of
one’s identity, its religion, nationality, and how to
preserve them from vanishing. It was the same way of the Myanmar military junta trying to
brainwash people and spread their propaganda. | felt very painful when | saw young
demonstrators in Aung Pan get arrested and killed during the protest,” a youth who lives in
Pae Yin Thaung told SHAN.

According to Daw Mee Nge’s analysis, the youth living in the Danu region had seen the
brutality of the military regime which triggered them to revolt against the regime. In order
to maintain the stability, the military has been increasing its effort of brutality in the region.

“l had to control my two sons. They were in pain when they saw their friends running away
and killed. Even though it is now the plowing reason, they are not interested in the job
anymore. We are also temporarily staying away from our village at the moment. The elders
are afraid that they will not be able to farm and starve while the young ones want revenge —
both are traumatized,” a mother of two adult sons, Daw Mee Nge, told SHAN.
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As the conflicts are mounting in the Danu areas, Ywangan and Pindaya, Myanmar military
junta is planning to form its local militia called Danu Army by enlisting the locals.

“They want us to fight one another — divide and rule. The Danu Army is actually the Byu Saw
Htee (Military militia group). It is very painful to see some Danu elders are advocating for
the military to form this armed group so that we could kill one another,” a Pindaya native
told SHAN.

As the conflicts are spreading more into the region, the Myanmar military is showing more

of its harshness by shelling recklessly, arresting people with no reasons, and burning down

the locals’ houses. One the other hand, this cruelty and inhumane acts are the reasons that
motivate the young people to revolt and fight back the regime.

“More arrests are made, and more houses are burned these days. The natives are stopped
and checked to confiscate mobile phones and money. Even when farmers transport the
crops, they got robbed by the junta soldiers. So, the young cannot take this, and the
situation will only get worse and worse,” Daw Mee Nge explained the situation.

According to a Pindaya resident, the locals feel helpless because the Danu elders and
leaders are helping the Myanmar military to form its militia group instead of defending its
people from the oppression and brutality of the Myanmar military. Moreover, it is
guestionable to see the Danu political parties did not win the election during the previous
three consecutive general elections.

According to the latest data collected, as the oppression and brutality of the military regime
grows stronger, so does the motivation of the young people to fight back the regime.

“They are now killing our innocent villagers. If we are not fighting back, the future of our
Danu women and youth will be gone. The next generation will also be oppressed, and they
will live in trauma. We can always rebuild our wealth but we will never get back our future if
it is taken. So, the youth both women and men of the Danu people will have to lead this
revolution in order to liberate our Danu region from this military oppressor,” Daw Mee Nge
voiced her call for the Danu people and region.

The data of those murdered by the military regime in Pae Yin Thaung village:

e Ko Thin Pe, 48

e Ko Hla So, 30

e KoTunOo,43

e Mg Thet Aung, 37
e Ko Myo Htwe, 27
e Ko Win Naing, 50
e Ko Ba Htoo

e Ko Hla Shwe

e Ko Phoe Byaung

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24899
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Veteran Politician and SNLD’s former chairman dies at 79
PUBLISHED 30 APRIL 2022

YANGON-----Former Chairman of Shan Nationalities
League for Democracy (SNLD) Khun Tun Oo who is also a
veteran politician died at his home in Yangon this
afternoon, says Sai Leik, SNLD’s General Secretary.

He was 79 years old and died during a sleep.

“We don’t hear that he has no severe disease. He slept at
his home. When family member awoke him from a sleep, they knew that he died. His death
is a great loss to the SNLD. We are now striving to develop our party in accordance with his
political policy. Although he passed away, we take an oath that we are going to succeed in
winning his political goals,” said Sai Leik.

After Khun Tun Oo had resigned as a party’s chairman, the SNLD decided to offer him as a
party’s patron. But, he denied the SNLD’s request. Nevertheless, party's members are all
respectful of his wish and then he is being designated as a leader of SNLD, says Sai Leik.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/veteran-politician-and-snlds-former-chairman-dies-at-
79
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