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Myanmar Civil Disobedience Movement ‘losing steam’ amid junta crackdowns

Sources say that personal and financial insecurity has forced more than one-third of
members to quit.

By RFA Myanmar Service | 2022.04.26

A Civil Disobedience Movement protest by utility
workers in Yangon, Feb. 19, 2021. RFA

Myanmar’s Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM), a
popular strike movement that at its peak brought
the administrative machinery of the military
regime to a halt, has lost more than one-third of its
active members amid a crackdown by the junta,
organizers and the country’s shadow government said Tuesday.

Formed by doctors in Mandalay a day after the Feb. 1, 2021, coup, the CDM once boasted
more than 360,000 members who chose to walk away from their state jobs and take part
in peaceful anti-junta protests or other opposition activities in a bid to pry loose the
regime’s grasp on power. The CDM captivated the international community for its
effectiveness in the face of the junta’s violent repression and was even nominated for the
2022 Nobel Peace Prize.

But Kyaw Zaw, a spokesman for the shadow National Unity Government’s (NUG)
President’s Office, told RFA’s Myanmar Service that the number of active members in the
CDM has dwindled significantly since the junta began to target them with a campaign of
threats, arrest, and other forms of harassment.

“CDM members have been arrested. They have endured many kinds of threats, and even
torture in some cases. Furthermore, when CDM staff evade arrest, authorities detain
their family members,” he said.

“Many CDM members felt insecure to a point that they had to leave the movement.”

Kyaw Zaw said the NUG estimates there are currently around 200,000 state employees
still in the CDM, although “we don’t know exactly how many have left the movement.”

The shadow government’s assessment suggests that the CDM has lost more than
150,000, or slightly more than 40%, of its peak membership.

CDM sources told RFA that the junta also tries to lure CDM members away from the
movement by making them offers that include reinstatement to their former jobs and
guarantees that they will not be sent to prison. But they said those who refuse are often
arrested on what they called “bogus charges” or can have difficulty earning a living due to
policies such as a ban on hiring CDMs in the private sector.

Hein Thiha, a senior CDM teacher from Magway region, said some of his colleagues had
left the movement after receiving threats.
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“Your ability to participate can be different based on whether you are based in an area
with a strong CDM or a weak CDM,” he said. “Where the CDM is strong, it is easier to
operate. But it’s very difficult where the CDM is weak. Some people have reluctantly
withdrawn from the CDM because of these pressures.”

Hein Thiha said that, like many CDM employees, he has been struggling to make ends
meet as a farmer since February 2021 with no source of regular income.

Sit Min Naing, a CDM doctor, told RFA that public support for the movement appears to
have shifted to the armed opposition since the NUG declared war on the junta in
September and ordered allied prodemocracy People’s Defense Force (PDF) paramilitary
groups around the country to attack military targets.

“This support grew stronger and stronger, and now they seem to have forgotten about
the CDMs,” he said.

In its first annual report issued on April 16, the NUG said it had provided 229 million kyats
(U.S. $190,000) in financial support to CDM staff. But NUG officials said at a press
conference accompanying the release of the report that they had shifted the focus of
their financial support to military expenditures and acknowledged that doing so had likely
led to a decline in the number of CDM members.

A Civil Disobedience Movement protest by education
workers in Yangon, Feb. 19, 2021. Credit: RFAFormer
security forces joining movement

One of the few civil servant groups to grow the ranks
of the CDM in recent months is that of the country’s
security forces, according to the People’s Embrace —
a faction W|th|n the movement that is made up of former junta soldiers.

CDM Capt. Lin Htet Aung told RFA that former members of the security forces who have
joined the movement now number around 10,000, which he said is partly because they
no longer want to be complicit in the junta’s killing of civilians.

“We realize we are fighting against the population. We are killing people and they hate
us. We don’t have the support of the people anymore,” he said.

“We realize we are working to benefit the personal interests of the military leaders and
not in the national interest. ... This has led to a steady increase in deserters.”

Lin Htet Aung said more people would leave the military and the police force if their
security could be guaranteed.

Meanwhile, relatives of members of the security forces told RFA that the junta has
tightened restrictions inside the military and police force in a bid to dissuade potential
deserters, including by restricting their access to friends and family.

Junta deputy information minister, Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun, dismissed claims that
authorities have been targeting CDM staff.
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“In some cases, there have been terminations ... but these actions were taken according
to existing staff regulations,” he said.

“However, in cases where [CDM staff] are found to have incited people during protests,
they will be punished according to the law.”

According to Thailand’s Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, there are around
100 CDM staffers serving prison sentences in Myanmar and at least 886 in detention.

Myanmar-based political analyst Sai Kyi Zin Soe told RFA that the CDM will continue to
lose members if they cannot be guaranteed personal and financial security.

“After more than a year, we can say the CDM is losing steam,” he said. “This is because
many employees in the CDM already must risk their lives for the movement. Things
become untenable if they are also unable to earn enough to live.”

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/cdm-04262022211343.html

Missing Dagon University students believed to be in junta custody

Those close to the seven students say they fear for their safety, as they had taken part in
anti-coup protests before going missing in Yangon

Han Thit | Published on Apr 26, 2022

The missing students, from left: Khant Zin Win, Zaw
Lin Naing, Thura Maung Maung, Thiha Htet Zaw, Thet
Paing Oo, Hein Htet, Khant Lin Maung Maung (Photo:
Dagon University Student Union)

Seven students from Yangon’s Dagon University who
went missing over two days last week are believed to
have been abducted by the military, a leader of the
university’s student union said.

On April 21, five of the students disappeared after one revealed in a phone call with Dagon
University Student Union chairperson Min Htet Han that a military truck was entering their
street in Bahan Township.

The students were identified as Khant Zin Win, Thura Maung Maung, Zaw Lin Naing, Thiha
Htet Zaw and Hein Htet.

The next day, two of their colleagues—Thet Paing Oo and Khant Lin Maung Maung—also
reportedly went missing.

“We highly suspect that they were taken by the junta. Their families are also asking at the
township police stations because they suspect the same thing, but we are still unable to find
anything out,” Min Htet Han told Myanmar Now.
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None of the students were members of the student union, but they had taken part in anti-
coup protests, he said, adding that their disappearance has been reported to the Assistance
Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP) and the International Committee of the Red Cross.

The military council has not responded to Myanmar Now’s calls for comment concerning the
missing students.

“We're worried for their lives,” student union chair Min Htet Han said. “Many incidents like
this have happened before, and so many people have died during interrogations without
anyone knowing. We are extremely worried because we don’t even know where they are
being held or what charges they are facing.”

“Their families at least have the right to know where they are,” he added.

The student union from the Yangon University of Economics also released a statement
identifying one of their students, Htet Paing Soe, as also having been detained by the junta
on April 21.

At the time of reporting, the AAPP had confirmed that nearly 1,800 civilians had been killed
by the military council since the coup, and verified that more than 10,000 people were still
in detention.

The actual figures may be much higher.

Even following brutal crackdowns on protests by the junta’s armed forces following the
coup in February last year, youth across Yangon have continued demonstrations in
opposition to the military.

Several attacks targeting members of the junta’s administrative mechanism have also been
carried out by guerrilla forces in the commercial capital.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/missing-dagon-university-students-believed-to-
be-in-junta-custody

Fifteen junta soldiers die in Tamu Township Ambush

By Mizzima |26 April 2022

Fifteen junta soldiers died when they were
ambushed by People’s Defence Forces (PDFs) on
the Tamu to Aung Zay Ya Road in Sagaing Region’s
Tamu Township, on 23 April, according to a

PDF statement.

According to No. 2 Battalion Tamu PDF (T-PDF),
the ambush was planned and executed after

: ; they received information from a junta informant
in Battallon 101 that a military convoy of soldiers en route to relieve another battalion
would be travelling along the road.
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“Those military battalions were transported from Pakokku by military helicopters to Kale
Township. From there they continued to Tamu in seven military trucks yesterday [23 April].
They were

transporting about 150 soldiers to relieve the military posts in that area,” Khaing Lay, a
spokesperson from No. (2) Tamu Battalion (T-PDF), told Mizzima.

Reports say that there were two episodes of fighting. In the first attack, from 2.19 p.m. to
2.40 p.m. the junta soldiers shot back with heavy machine gun fire and 60mm mortar
rounds. In the second attack between 3:22 p.m. to 3:54 p.m. the junta troops shot back
before retreating.

T-PDF member Khaing Lay said: “There were some casualties on the military side, then they
rapidly retreated towards Tamu Township. The attacks were carried out as a collaboration
between PDF battalions (1) and (2) from Tamu. There were no causalities on the PDF side,
they managed to retreat successfully.”

T-PDF will be carrying out vehicle inspections and clearance operations on the Tamu to Aung
Zay Ya Road and they will continue fighting until the military dictatorship falls, according to
a statement from the group.

The statement also said the T-PDF Battalions 1 and 2 attacked the military outpost located
at BEHS No. 12 Myoma School in Tamu Township’s Nang Phar Lone ward on 18 April.
Apparently, four junta soldiers, one of whom was a sergeant, were killed in the attack.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/fifteen-junta-soldiers-die-tamu-township-ambush

Military officers among ‘around 20’ junta fighters killed in clash in northern Myanmar

A resistance fighter was also killed in the fighting while several houses were destroyed by
junta artillery

Khin YiYi Zaw | Published on Apr 26, 2022

Photos taken by resistance fighters show the bodies
. of junta soldiers and ammunition seized during the
: a B battle in Yae Shin (Supplied)

Kaiaﬁ People's Defence Force (PDF) fighters in Sagaing

_ ; 1 Region’s Kalay Township have said they killed around

mmr‘{ B 20 members of the junta’s forces on Friday, including
. soldiers, officers and Pyu Saw Htee militiamen.

The Kalay PDF fought three junta columns containing around 280 people near the village of

Yae Shin in the south of the township, with the battle raging from around 7am in the

morning until the evening.

A Kalay PDF fighter was killed and two others injured in the clash.
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Three military officers were among those killed on the junta’s side, said an officer from the
Kalay PDF. “One of them was a captain. He was killed by an explosive device. The military
suffered a lot this time,” he told Myanmar Now.

Soldiers stationed inside the nearby village of Hanthawaddy fired artillery shells at the site
of Friday’s clash, destroying nine houses in Yae Shin, the Kalay PDF said in a statement.

Hanthawaddy is three miles from Yae Shin and sits beside the road linking Kalay to the town
of Gangaw in Magway Region.

After the clash, Kalay PDF fighters seized weapons and ammunition from the junta's forces,
while a military fighter jet was seen flying above the village. The military has since sent
reinforcements to the area.

On Saturday, another clash broke out near Inn Kyun village, which is close to Yae Shin. The
next day the military sent more reinforcements, who travelled via the villages of Nat Chaung
and Nat Myaung.

“We told the residents of the four villages near Nat Chaung and Nat Myuang to flee,” said
the Kalay PDF officer. “We're still not sure if the reinforcements are for Yae Shin.”

Thousands have fled from the villages of Yae Shin, Inn Kyun, Nat Chaung, Nat Myaung, Sitha
and Hakhalay in the wake of recent fighting.

Resistance fighters in Kalay said in February that they were in control of 70% of the
township’s roughly 100 villages.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/military-officers-among-around-20-junta-

fighters-killed-in-clash-in-northern-myanmar

Regime Soldiers Torch Nine Villages and Kill Monk in Upper Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 26 April 2022

Myanmar junta troops torched nine villages in Sagaing Region’s Wuntho Township on the
weekend, killing three civilians including a Buddhist monk who urged them not to burn
houses, according to local residents.

Four of the nine villages were razed to the ground, locals said.

“Junta troops are torching villages in Kawlin and Wuntho as they have suffered heavy
casualties. We could do nothing. We dared not go back to our village until the junta troops
left, by which time our houses had been reduced to ashes,” said a resident of Sein Lel
Village.

Some 30,000 people from more than 40 villages in Kawlin and Wuntho townships have been
displaced by fighting this month.

On Saturday, around 80 military regime soldiers from Light Infantry Battalion 111 based in
Wuntho arrived near Sein Lel Village where they clashed with local resistance groups. Five
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junta soldiers were killed in the fighting, according to one of the groups, Wuntho
Revolution.

Junta troops then raided several villages nearby, firing heavy guns and torching houses.

“We clashed with junta troops near Sein Lel Village early Saturday morning. They then
shelled and raided villages and torched houses. Villagers have fled the raids. A female
villager died in one of the fires,” said one fighter from Wuntho Revolution.

“Another woman was shot dead in Thabyay Thar Village, and the abbot of the village
monastery who told the junta soldiers not to torch houses was also gunned down,” he
added.

Regime forces also reportedly abducted four villagers from three different villages as
potential human shields. They were still in junta detention on Tuesday.

More than 10,000 locals have been displaced by the weekend raids, and it is still unknown
how many houses were destroyed by the junta arson attacks.

“They torched Sein Lel and then nearby villages one after another. The regime has cut off
access to internet services for months in those places. And we have not been able to contact
some villages by phone after the raids. We still don’t know the exact number of houses
damaged or destroyed. Some people have to stay at the houses of their relatives and some
have to stay on farms,” said a local humanitarian worker.

On Monday, junta troops and resistance groups also clashed near a mountain in Wuntho.
Casualties are unknown. Regime forces have also launched attacks in the east of Kawlin
Township, forcing residents of at least four villages to flee.

Clashes have been reported near villages on the border of Sagaing and Kachin State. Locals
said junta troops are torching villages in retaliation after suffering heavy casualties in
fighting near Joe Taung Village on April 21.

Data for Myanmar, which documents junta arson attacks, said 9,187 houses have been
burned down since last year’s coup in 254 locations nationwide up to April 13.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/regime-soldiers-torch-nine-villages-and-kill-
monk-in-upper-myanmar.html

Myanmar Junta Closes Another Thai Border Gate After Resistance Attack
By THE IRRAWADDY |26 April 2022

Myanmar’s military closed the border with Thailand at Htee Khee in Tanintharyi Region on
Monday after a people’s defense force (PDF) attacked a Dawei-Htee Khee road police
station.

The Dawei Township People’s Authority of the parallel National Unity Government on
Sunday urged people to avoid the Dawei-Htee Khee road as the regime is using it for
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reinforcements and supplies and clashes could break out at any time with resistance
groups.

Junta authorities did not say when the gate will reopen.

The closure of the Htee Khee gate, a major trading point and the closest crossing to the Thai
capital Bangkok, comes as another blow to trade with Thailand. The clashes between junta
troops and the Karen National Liberation Army and PDFs already halted trade via Myawaddy
in Karen State.

Traders reliant on the Htee Khee gate are trying to trade with Thailand via Maw Taung to
the south. But it is unknown if Maw Taung is open for trade, said a trader.

The regime said it closed Htee Khee out of its concern for traders’ safety but residents said
the regime is planning to attack resistance forces and the Karen National Defense
Organization, an armed wing of the Karen National Union.

Junta troops have been attacked along the Dawei-Htee Khee road since mid-January and
have suffered losses, said residents.

Myanmar mainly exports fish, coal, lead and food to Thailand via Htee Khee and imports
diesel, cooking gas, food and machinery.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-closes-another-thai-border-gate-
after-resistance-attack.html

Pae Yin Thaung villagers in Ywarngan township Arrested and Killed by SAC
By SHAN - April 26, 2022

Villagers from Pae Yin Thaung village, Ywarngan township, Southern Shan State, have been
arrested and killed by a group of military soldiers and its militia, Byu Saw Tee.

Pae Yin Thaung villagers in Ywarngan township
Arrested and Killed by SAC 17 April 2022

Due to the military informants providing
information, six villagers from Pae Yin Thaung village
were taken away and murdered on 17 April 2022
according to a resident.

“Six of them are the native of Pae Yin Thaung. They
were on the run the other days, and they just came
= p i back on 17 April and got arrested. On 19 April, they
( “-;;;':P"ﬂ'\\\ B ' | were all killed in the field located east of the village.
The photos of them were shared in a military
telegram channel,” a Pae Yin Thaung resident told

SHAN.
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The six villagers who got killed are U Thin Pe, Ko Hla Soe, Ko Tun Oo, Mg Thet Aung, Ko Myo
Htwe, and Ko Win Naing. Their corpses were burned by the military junta soldiers.

On 22 April 2022, Ywarngan PDF released a statement mentioning the military junta soldiers
are accusing the innocent plain civilians as PDF so that they could kill anyone. The same
applied to the six Pae Yin Thaung villagers.

One of the military junta telegram channels released a propaganda by spreading the news
and photos of the six villagers killed — 6 PDF corpses and 2 handmade guns, 4 hand grenade,
and one binocular were confiscated.

Because of the military brutality in Ywarngan township, around 400 people are on the run,
and urgent supports are needed for the internally displaced people and local people
defense force.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24879

A Taunggyi Resident Who Supports IDPs Sentenced to 10 Years in Prison
By SHAN - April 26,2022

On 22 April 2022, a young Taunggyi resident who has been supporting the internally
displaced people (IDP) was sentenced to 10 years in prison by the military junta.

The 32 years old Taunggyi native Aung Min Thu was sentenced 10
years prison

The 32 years old Taunggyi native, Aung Min Thu, was sentenced
by the Taunggyi’s district court with the charges of the Anti-
terrorism Law article 50 (Nya) which carries 10 years in prison
according to a woman who is closed to the victim.

Additionally, the military tried to arrest Aung Min Thu early this
; year by raiding his home, however, he was not at home, and the
military attempted to hold his mother as a hostage.

Due to the concern of holding his mother as a hostage, Aung Min Thu came back and turned
himself in to the authorities.

“When they (SAC) came to arrest him, he was not at home, and they tried to get his mother
as a hostage. So, he came back and turned himself in. He is just a plain civilian,” a woman
who is closed to Aung Min Thu told SHAN.

Recently, the military junta is tracking down and arresting people in Taunggyi who are
providing support to the IDPs by accusing them of helping the PDF forces and by tracing
them using KPay application. KPay is a digital wallet application owned by Kanbawza Bank.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24876
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From battlefields to hospitals, short-staffed junta moves personnel into vacant roles

Myanmar’s military council is sending weapons factory workers to the frontlines and army
doctors to lead public hospitals, inside sources say

Zaw Ye Thwe / Min Min | Published on Apr 26, 2022

Min Aung Hlaing viewing a military exercise in Meiktila
Township, Mandalay Region, in 2019 (Military Council)

To confront growing armed resistance campaigns
nationwide and an ongoing general strike by civil
servants in the health sector, the military is reportedly
transferring staff from its weapons production units
into battle and army doctors and nurses into public

hospitals.

The move follows earlier restructuring efforts by the junta forcing members of the police to
“take part in the state’s defence and security affairs when necessary,” through the issuing of
a new Police Force Law in late March.

A leaked military order from the same period outlined plans to use members of the fire
department and the Myanmar Red Cross in the armed forces’ battles against the resistance
by instructing them to form a “public security force” alongside retired army officers and
police.

From factories to the frontlines

Cpt Zin Yaw, a Myanmar army officer who joined the anti-junta Civil Disobedience
Movement (CDM), told Myanmar Now on Monday that the military council was planning to
bolster its frontline forces with troops who have long worked in arms factories under the
control of the defence ministry.

His source was reportedly an officer still working within the No. 15 Defence Equipment
Factory in Magway Region’s Aunglan Township, and that the decision was being made under
the supervision of the Central Region Military Command in Mandalay.

There are some 25 defence equipment factories nationwide, with at least 10 located in
townships throughout Magway. Since the February 2021 coup, the region has become the
site of fierce clashes with anti-junta resistance forces.

Min Aung Hlaing attends a meeting with military
families in Magway on April 4 (Military Council)

Cpt Zin Yaw explained that each weapons factory is
staffed by between 400 and 800 soldiers who have
not seen active conflict in years. He speculated that
many would be likely to defect rather than go to
war.
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“Groups are waiting on standby inside the factories along with vehicles,” he added. “They’re
going to start fleeing once they get to the frontlines because they are the ones designated
to produce weapons. They weren’t supposed to go to war even if a World War broke out.”

“Those people have been so pleased with themselves for not having to take part in battles.
I’'m sure they’re going to defect very soon,” he added.

Troops working in the No. 8 factory in Magway’s Sinbaungwe Township had been forced to
wear uniforms indicating they were members of Light Infantry Division (LID) 88 since
January and were on standby for “emergency military duties,” a family member of one of
the soldiers told Myanmar Now on Monday.

“They now have to wear LID 88 badges. So many soldiers from LID 88 itself have defected
from the army,” the family member said.

Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify the relative’s statement. The shadow
National Unity Government has estimated that more than 3,000 members of the military
and 7,000 police officers have defected since the coup.

The Magway-based LID 88 had been known for engaging in offensives against ethnic armed
organisations, particularly in northern Shan State, prior to the coup. Since then, the LID has
also been seen fighting against local defence forces in the neighbouring resistance
stronghold of Sagaing Region.

Officers and troops working in the junta’s arms production units have been taken prisoner
or killed by local defence forces in central Myanmar in recent months.

In early April in Magway’s Pauk Township, guerrilla forces managed to intercept a junta
convoy transporting parts for artillery shells between two weapons factories in the region,
capturing a captain and several soldiers. A captain and a private stationed in the No. 23
factory were also killed after being captured by resistance forces last November.

Doctors take part in an anti-coup protest in
Yangon in February 2021 (Myanmar Now)

Military doctors to head general hospitals

While the shift for personnel in arms factories
is reportedly forthcoming, it has been
underway for months in army hospitals,
according to an officer under the junta’s
health ministry in Naypyitaw.

The officer, who spoke to Myanmar Now on the condition of anonymity, said that in
February and March the junta had transferred 100 military doctors and 60 nurses to public
hospitals where the majority of staff had already left their jobs in solidarity with the CDM
strike.
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Among the reassigned staff were reportedly two lieutenant colonels, 10 majors and several
captains, who will serve both as officers and as employees within the medical system, the
source explained.

“The army officers were appointed either as superintendents or deputy superintendents of
general hospitals or as deputy directors or assistant directors of the main office in
Naypyitaw,” the junta health officer said.

Several more high-ranking officers are reportedly among another batch of staff set to be
transferred by the end of April.

“They’re basically offering high-ranking positions to military medical staff because there
aren’t many people left in the department of health. They’re now going to be able to enjoy
both their military salaries and the privileges of working at the ministry, including access to
cars, fuel, housing and phone use,” he explained. “The military is going to further persecute
the CDM doctors by using their own military doctors [to fill their jobs],” he added.

Although more than 30,000 doctors graduated from Myanmar medical schools between
1995 and 2020, only around one-third are currently working in the health service, according
to a statement made by coup leader Min Aung Hlaing late last year.

His junta began targeting CDM doctors after the coup, revoking the medical licenses of 14
specialists from Mandalay and pressuring private hospitals and clinics to submit patient
records to the military.

Dr. Htar Htar Lin, who once headed the ousted National League for Democracy
government’s Covid-19 vaccination team, was sentenced by a junta court to three years in
prison for corruption on April 20, following her arrest last June.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/from-battlefields-to-hospitals-short-staffed-
junta-moves-personnel-into-vacant-roles

Myanmar Junta Chief’s Real Estate up for Sale
By THE IRRAWADDY | 26 April 2022

Myanmar’s parallel National Unity Government (NUG) will reclaim houses and other
properties acquired by regime leaders, including junta chief Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing, and sell them to raise money for the ongoing revolution against the military regime.

The NUG’s Minister of Planning, Finance and Investment U Tin Tun Naing revealed the plan
to the country’s shadow parliament on Saturday as he submitted his ministry’s annual
report.

Under the scheme, which is expected to be launched in a few weeks, the sale of almost 40
properties under the control of military leaders which were confiscated for their own
benefit, as well as land confiscated by the military, will be available for pre-purchase by both
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Myanmar citizens and foreigners. The prices will be set at 70 percent lower than market
rates, according to Radio Free Asia (RFA).

Buyers will be given shares for their purchases and receive profits when the NUG auctions
off the properties.

“We will soon start selling real estate illegally acquired by terrorist military leaders and
military-confiscated land which won’t be needed for the [future] federal army,” U Tin Tun
Naing told the NUG Parliament on Saturday.

“The revenue from the sales will be used effectively for the revolution,” he added.

The plan to confiscate properties under the control of the military and sell them to the
public is widely supported by many people as a creative way to intimidate the generals,
while at the same time raising funds for the revolution.

Several netizens expressed their interest in buying shares in the properties and so
contributing to the goal of bringing down the junta.

Myanmar military leaders have gained huge profits from property they own in the
commercial capital Yangon. Min Aung Hlaing owns two properties in the Inya Lake
neighbourhood, Yangon’s most exclusive and affluent residential area, that are each worth
millions of US dollars.

g g g g i i

Min Aung Hlaing and military leaders at the opening
ceremony of Kan Thar Yar Hospital in December
2017.

The junta boss did not own any homes by Inya Lake
until he was handpicked by former dictator Senior
General Than Shwe to become the head of the
military in 2011.

But in the next five years he managed to acquire a
residence located at 14 Inya Road, known as 14 Inya, and another close to the five-star Lotte
Hotel and the private Kan Thar Yar Hospital, which Min Aung Hlaing has a financial interest
in.

The 14 Inya residence is a former military guesthouse, commonly known as the military
intelligence guesthouse, where generals received foreign diplomats and ethnic armed
organization leaders.

U Tin Tun Naing told RFA recently that the coup leader’s home at 14 Inya will be included in
the initial sale, along with real estate under the control of deputy junta chief Vice Senior
General Soe Win and other top generals.

In February, the NUG established a policy to review the land and property owned or under
the control of military leaders and the defense and home affairs ministries, and to get them
back for the benefit of the Myanmar people.
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2022 Mon National Conference will be held on May 2
monnews | 26 April 2022

The 2022 Mon National Conference will begin on May 2 and run over 4 days. The event will
take place atthe New Mon State Party (NMSP) base in the Ye Chaung Phya area. This is
also where the Mon National Education Department is based at Nyi Sar Camp.

NMSP Central Executive Committee
member Nai Banyar Lae, Deputy Leader of
the convention convening committee,

said, “we hope that the 2018 Mon National
Political Dialogue in Ye and the draft
constitution of the Ramanya Mon State
will be a good result for the future.”

He added that the NMSP has accepted that
the goals of the Mon people can only be achieved with the participation of Mon monks,
armed party organizations, political parties operating within the legal framework and
various civil society organizations.

“We, the NMSP Central Committee, have seen that national unity should be the first
priority in order to achieve the goal of the whole Mon nation. In order to build national
unity, we must be able to unite and consult with each other, and this will lead us to our
desired goal,” said Nai Banyar Lae.

A total of 250 observers, including 30 members of the New Mon State Party (NMSP), 30
members of the Mon Unity Party (MUP), 45 members of Mon civil society organizations, 30
Mon monks, invited organizations and experts, as well as observers, will attend the
conference.

The 2016 Mon National Conference was held in Paula Gone Village, Kyainseikgyi Township, a
NMSP-controlled area within Kayin State. The 2013 Mon National Conference was held at
the Mon State Hall in Mawlamyine.

https://monnews.org/2022/04/26/2022-mon-national-conference-will-be-held-on-may-2/

No way home: Karen refugees live in limbo
APRIL 26, 2022 | By FRONTIER

As clashes continue and soldiers occupy their villages, displaced Karen refugees are unable
to return home but are also unable to put down roots in Thailand, where they have received
a frosty reception from authorities.
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In Mae Sot, Thailand, a group of about a dozen volunteers gathered at 5am to cook 300
meals for Myanmar refugees scattered along the banks of the Moei River.

When Frontier visited on February 6 of this year, the menu was eggs with tomato curry and
fried fish paste.

Myanmar expatriates from the Overseas Irrawaddy Association packed the food into
polystyrene boxes and by 11am, they were loaded into trucks for delivery.

Ko Phoe Thingyan, a secretary for OIA, explained that only two or three people are allowed
to accompany each truck, all of which were searched by Thai security forces.

“1 think that Thai authorities are afraid that the refugees will come back [into town] in the
trucks carrying the food boxes,” he said. “Thai soldiers carefully observe the people. We
can’t go with a lot of people.”

A Frontier reporter was allowed to board one of the food delivery trucks for a first-hand
view of how the food is distributed and the current living situation of the refugees. After
half an hour of driving — and two Thai military checkpoints — the vehicle arrived at the first
settlement.

Displaced civilians were living on the Myanmar side of the Moei, and had to wade back and
forth across the river, braving a strong current and chest-high water levels in order to collect
desperately needed food and bottles of water.

Saw Myo Myint, a 40-year-old refugee, said there are around 400 people living in the
settlement where he’s based and most are from Phulu Gyi and Phulu Lay villages and Lay
Kay Kaw town.

“They have not been able to return home yet. We are alive because there are donors for
food,” he said.

Mae Sot is a border town connected to Myawaddy town in Kayin State by the Thai-
Myanmar Friendship Bridge, and has long been home to many Myanmar migrant workers,
formal and informal alike. The bridge is closed due to COVID-19, as are many other border
gates. Many Myanmar migrants who used to cross the border back and forth regularly
decided to remain on the Thai side throughout the pandemic so they could continue
working. Some of them there are now supporting the influx of recent refugees.

Myo Myint fled Myawaddy’s Lay Kay Kaw town in December 2021, when fighting broke out
between the Karen National Liberation Army and the military. The clashes started after the
military raided the village and arrested political dissidents who had taken shelter in KNLA
territory. The KNLA’s political wing, the Karen National Union, has been one of the ethnic
armed groups most strongly opposed to last year’s coup, when the military overthrew the
newly elected government.

The KNU has openly cooperated with the National Unity Government, a parallel civilian
government appointed by lawmakers elected in the 2020 polls the military refused to
recognise. The KNLA has meanwhile trained and fought alongside members of the People’s
Defence Force, a loose network of anti-military armed groups formed after violent military
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crackdowns on peaceful protesters left hundreds dead. The junta has declared both the
NUG and PDFs terrorist organisations.

Fighting between the junta on one side and the KNLA and PDFs on the other quickly spread
throughout other parts of Kayin State, as the military turned to shelling and airstrikes. The
KNU estimated that there were 310 clashes in December alone, displacing 50,000 civilians.
At least 7,000 are living in various settlements along the Moei River, which forms part of the
border between Myanmar and Thailand.

Despite the generosity of charity groups, many refugees say they spend their evenings
fishing in a nearby creek because donors only have the capacity to deliver food once a day.
Sometimes they receive donations of dry food like rice and vegetables and are able to cook
for themselves.

Some 15 minutes away from the settlement where Myo Myint lives, the delivery truck
stopped again. Volunteers packed up the remaining lunches and walked through the fields
for another half an hour before reaching more refugee settlements, these ones on the Thai
side of the Moei.

“Our village is not far from here. But | do not dare go back. | am afraid of landmines. Some
houses are no longer standing due to heavy artillery fire,” said Naw Se War, a resident of
Phulu Lay village. “l want to return home, but it is not possible to do so now.”

The refugees, many of whom are hiding in the jungle along the river, are often warned by
the Thai government to return to Myanmar. Most of the refugees are ethnic Karen and
many do not speak Burmese or Thai, making it difficult for them to communicate with
authorities.

Se War, who fled with her 8-year-old son and 4-year-old daughter, said she does not know
when she will be able to return, and she worries about her children’s future. There are more
than 50 kids and many elderly people in the camp.

“There are cases where elderly people are dying because of the weather,” she said, claiming
an 85-year-old woman recently passed away. “The tents were not sufficient shelter and she
died of a cold,” Se War said.

Fresh fighting

Saw Tin Aung and four of his family members are living in the Kaing Taw forest near Mae
Sot, where they first fled after military airstrikes forced them from their home in Lay Kay
Kaw in December. When the initial conflict died down in mid-February of this year, they
returned home, but renewed fighting in March and April prompted a second evacuation.

“After the KNU informed the people not to use the roads in Dooplaya District, the fighting
escalated,” Tin Aung told Frontier over the phone, using to the Karen term for Kawkareik
District.

On March 26, the KNU advised civilians to avoid the Kawkareik-Myawaddy road and the
Myawaddy-Wawlay road, anticipating renewed fighting as the military moved into the area.
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The Kawkareik-Myawaddy road, also known as the Asia Highway, is a key cross-border trade
route between Thailand and Burma.

U Myint Soe, a truck driver who uses the road to transport goods, said that in the past, the
KNU similarly banned the use of the road when fighting was imminent.

“Even more than 10 years ago, if the KNU was going to fight with the military, it would
announce not to use the road in the same way. If there is a war, | think the trade route will
be difficult and there will be a lot of refugees,” Myint Soe explained.

Soon after the warning was issued, a truck driver was reportedly shot and on the
highway during clashes between the military and KNLA. In another incident, one passenger
vehicle and two trucks were reportedly torched.

The number of refugees along the Thai border increased from around 5,000 to over 7,000
after the most recent clashes in March and April, and the need for food and shelter is
particularly pressing as more people are living in makeshift shelters along the river, rather
than in formal refugee camps.

KNU spokesperson Saw Taw Nee told Frontier this week that the number of displaced
civilians “increases every day” as there has been fighting almost daily since March.

“We knew we would face this situation if we stand against the military coup,” he said,
calling it a “humanitarian crisis”.

Taw Nee said the true number of displaced civilians is difficult to calculate, as many return
to their homes when fighting subsides, only to sometimes flee again days later.

Of the roughly 1,000 refugees living in the settlement where Tin Aung is based, about half
tried to return home during the lull in fighting in February, before being forced to flee again
in March and April. The other half have been there since December 2021.

Tin Aung said that a more formal refugee camp was established at Mae Ko Kin near Mae Sot
during the first evacuation in December 2021, but the Thai authorities closed the camp
when many people returned home. After the second round of evacuations, refugees were
forced to live in makeshift settlements of plastic tents along the river, where many remain
today.

“The main problem at the Mae Ko Kin refugee camp, both then and now, is the need for
toilets and the fact that the roofs will not be able to withstand the rain,” said Tin Aung. The
situation will likely worsen with rainy season on the horizon, which typically runs from June
to October.

Saw Ye Hein Aung of the Lay Kay Kaw Family Group, which provides assistance to refugees,
said some of those fleeing the conflict are political dissidents who were taking shelter in
KNU territory. Some are civil servants participating in a mass strike known as the Civil
Disobedience Movement, while others are activists or PDF fighters.

“CDMs and others came to fight the military council, but they had no weapons. It is
unfortunate that they too have become refugees because they could not fight back against
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the military council,” he said. Ye Hein Aung added that the new wave of political dissidents
are “unaccustomed” to civil war in comparison to Karen civilians who have long been
subjected to military violence.

Ye Hein Aung said he believes that the NUG needs to do more to support resistance
members turned refugees.

“Most of them are depressed because the NUG forgets about them,” Ye Hein Aung said. The
NUG’s ministry for humanitarian affairs did not respond to requests for comment about
how it was supporting dissidents or displaced civilians in Kayin State.

Taw Nee said the KNU is trying to work with civil society partners to support the displaced,
but added that meaningful progress is dependent on international assistance. He
acknowledged that some Western countries and international aid organisations were
supporting civil society and cross-border aid programmes but appealed for more support.
He said the KNU has called on Western countries to help establish humanitarian corridors
and no-fly zones but received “no response”.

No way home

Naw Htoo Htoo, programme director for the Karen Human Rights Group, said soldiers
continue to occupy many civilian areas, including Lay Kay Kaw, making it impossible for
refugees and internally displaced people (IDPs) to return home.

“We found out that [soldiers] are still stationed in many areas, including Lay Kay Kaw, and
are still involved in human rights abuses, such as forced arrests of locals and forced labour.
Locals are reluctant to return home due to arbitrary arrests,” Htoo Htoo said.

She said that the displaced still need assistance and they do not have access to basic food
and health services. “The evacuees are not getting enough support now,” she said, accusing
the military of intentionally blocking access to relief supplies. Htoo Htoo called for more
cross-border aid from international organisations to circumvent the military’s blockades.

Ko Zaw, a philanthropist based in Myawaddy Township, also said the military blocked his
attempts to deliver goods to refugees along the riverbanks and confiscated his relief
supplies. Instead, he is now focusing on helping IDPs within Myanmar, like those taking
shelter at a monastery in Myawaddy.

“Some live with close relatives, while others set up temporary tents on the banks of the
river. The temporary camp at Kyauk Lone Gyi monastery in Myawaddy was crowded... The
monk helped them with his donations, which is not being supported by the military council,”
said Ko Zaw.

He said there are now 250 people at the monastery, which has forced the monk to stop
accepting new IDPs. Unable to support them all by himself, the monk now also relies on
charity workers like Ko Zaw for additional food and clothing donations.

Many of the refugees live in a constant state of flux, fleeing back and forth across the river
into Thailand depending on the situation of the day.
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“If the fighting gets too close, they cross the river to the Thai side. If the fighting calms
down, they cross back,” said Ye Hein Aung from the Lay Kay Kaw Family Group.

One refugee, who was displaced from Lay Kay Kaw, told Frontier that the Thai government is
perpetually trying to force them back into Myanmar territory, but they would rather deal
with that than face the risks of remaining in Myanmar.

“There is no proper support on the Myanmar side,” he said. “We do not trust the [junta], so
we crossed over. We do not dare to follow their unsystematic management and we are sure
clashes will happen again.”

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/no-way-home-karen-refugees-live-in-limbo/
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