PEACE Info (March 10, 2022)

Myanmar Junta Sentences Veteran Activist on his Birthday

Burma Army Kills Children And Seniors In Sagaing Region

Myanmar Junta Kills 10 Children in a Week

Fourteen people killed as junta troops outgun resistance forces in Sagaing, Myanmar
Junta Demolishes Homes in Striking Myanma Railways Town

Myanmar military follows KNU ultimatum with airstrike

Three children killed in Loikaw shelling incident

Dozens burned to death in three regions amid junta scorched earth campaign

Chair of ANP asks leaders who joined junta, rebel group if they would like to leave
the party
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Myanmar Junta Sentences Veteran Activist on his Birthday

By THE IRRAWADDY | 10 March 2022

Ko Mya Aye, veteran democracy activist.

A Myanmar junta court sentenced prominent
democracy activist Ko Mya Aye to two years’
imprisonment under hate speech charges on
Thursday.

The sentence was handed down to the activist,
who has been under detention for more than one year since last year’s coup, on his 56th
birthday in Yangon’s notorious Insein Prison.

A court source told The Irrawaddy that the democracy activist, who was twice jailed by
former military juntas for his political activism after the 1988 uprising, mocked Thursday’s
sentence as an unusual birthday gift.

Ko Mya Aye, the former 88 Generation student leader and now a Federal Democratic Force
leader, was among the first people whose homes were surrounded and detained at
gunpoint on Feb. 1, 2021, during the coup.

The junta filed the case against the Muslim activist under Article 505(c) of the Penal Code
based on a 2014 email about his work with ethnic armed organizations, Burman ethno-
nationalism and the importance of working together for federal democracy. The email was
found on his seized phone.

Article 505(c) prohibits statements which could incite anyone to commit an offense and
carries up to two years’ imprisonment.

U Mya Aye allegedly told the court that he was arrested without any reason and condemned
the unfair trials.

“As family members, we prepared for any news but today | felt anger and sadness,” his
daughter Wai Hnin Pwint Thon, a human rights activist based in London, posted on
Facebook on Thursday.

She said she wished her father could have a meal cooked by her mother with his family on
his birthday, adding that he particularly likes her cooking.

He is not receiving proper medical treatment for the cellulitis in his leg, she added.
“Happy birthday, Daddy. Wishing you a speedy return home,” Wai Hnin Pwint Thon wrote.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-sentences-veteran-activist-on-
his-birthday.html
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Burma Army Kills Children And Seniors In Sagaing Region
By Network Media Group | Wednesday, March 9, 2022

At least six people, including a nine-year-old and a four-year-old child, were killed during
intense fighting between the Burma Army (BA) and civilian resistance groups in Yin Mar Pin
Township in Sagaing Region on Tuesday, 9 March.

According to Ko Khant, a Nyaung Taw People’s
Force Defence (PDF) officer, the BA killed them
when they shelled a Buddhist monastery in
Kantha Letpan Taw with artillery where they
were hiding with others during the day long
clash. At least 7 others were wounded. The BA
also torched some homes and the school in the
village, he said, where fighting is still going on.

The officer said no one from his side died and
couldn’t say whether any BA soldiers died or were injured during the fight.

Locals told NMG that they cannot verify how many houses were destroyed by the regime’s
shelling because of the ongoing fighting.

Ko Khant said the Yin Mar Pin PDF as well as the Gold Triangle Force for Kani Township and
the Special Task Force under the command of Lt Thuein from Yin Mar Pin, fought alongside
his unit against 300 regime soldiers.

Maung Hmert Gyi, 4 years, Maung Swam Htet Naing, 9 years, Daw Tin Nyunt, 90 years, Than
Maung, 80 years, Daw Thein Hla, 70 years and Daw Moh Moh Win, 30 years, were killed by
the shelling.

The military junta hasn’t commented on the fighting. When NMG tried to reach the junta
spokesperson, he didn’t respond.

The Yin Mar Pin PDF said they killed at least 14 soldiers in a raid on a BA column near Bang
Bwe on 4 March. The NMG couldn’t independently confirm this information.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/03/10/18086

Myanmar Junta Kills 10 Children in a Week
By THE IRRAWADDY | 10 March 2022

At least 10 children were killed by Myanmar’s junta forces in less than a week this month,
bringing the number of children killed since last year’s coup to around 120.

Among the recent victims were three siblings killed when junta artillery was indiscriminately
fired at their village — which is not near the combat zone — near the Kayah State capital
Loikaw on Tuesday afternoon.
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The children, aged seven, 10 and 12, were playing under a tree at the time, according to the
Karenni Nationalities Defense Force. The shell also injured their father and 15-year-old
sister.

On Tuesday, Mg Myat Bhone Naing, five, and Mg Swan Htet Naing, eight, were killed along
with around nine others, including their mother and grandmother, when junta forces
shelled a monastery sheltering displaced civilians in Lat Pan Taw village, Yinmabin Township
in Sagaing Region.

According to photos seen by The Irrawaddy, junta troops burned the bodies in an apparent
attempt to remove evidence.

“They were killed when the junta fired artillery at the monastery. We saw their bodies as
the troops burned them, including two children, behind the monastery but we could not do
anything,” a resident said.

A relative told The Irrawaddy there were no words to express the pain after seeing the
pictures of the burned remains.

“They did not even leave the dead to be recovered by their relatives. They just burned them
all.”

In Papun Township, Karen State, on Saturday night, junta artillery killed Naw Tar Lu, two,
Naw Htoo Phaw, five and Naw Tin Nilar Win, 14. Four more residents were killed and others
severely injured in the strike. The villagers were asleep when the strike occurred and had no
chance to take shelter.

Other victims killed by junta forces include the four-year-old and 11-year-old daughters of
Daw Aye Aye Win in Pauk Township, Magwe Region. Regime forces allegedly raped the
mother before killing her and her two daughters last Saturday.

Residents said the younger girl was stabbed to death while the older child was one of
several villagers detained as potential human shields and found dead three days later.

The civilian National Unity Government’s Ministry of Women, Youths and Children Affairs
reported on March 1 that the junta had killed at least 110 children.

Among the fatalities were a one-year-old in Mandalay and Khin Myo Chit, six, who was shot
dead while sitting on her father’s lap as troops broke into her home.

Aye Myat Thu, 11, was shot in the head while playing in front of her home in Mon State’s
capital Mawlamyine and Salai Van Bawi Thang was shot dead by junta forces in Thantlang,
Chin State. Htoo Myat Win, 13, was shot dead while playing near his home in Shwebo,
Sagaing Region.

The report said Sagaing Region saw the highest number of children killed, followed by
Mandalay and Yangon.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-kills-10-children-in-a-week.html
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Fourteen people killed as junta troops outgun resistance forces in Sagaing, Myanmar

Armed with single-shot rifles, defence force members are captured and killed as Myanmar
army responds to their attack with ‘continuous’ artillery fire

Thura Maung / Moe Oo | Published on Mar 10, 2022

The bodies of the local defence force members
found on March 9 after a battle one day earlier in
Khin-U Township (Supplied)

Eleven members of a local defence force and three
civilians were killed in a Tuesday clash with junta
forces in the resistance stronghold of Khin-U
Township. The battle followed an internet

: blackout imposed on most of Sagaing Region by
the military last week marking what locals speculated would be the start of an intensified
bloody crackdown on villages in Upper Myanmar.

An alliance of resistance groups from Khin-U and Shwebo townships attacked a military
column of around 40 soldiers that had ransacked Thein Taw village, 15 miles from Khin-U
town one day earlier. The ensuing battle took place at around 9am in an open field, without
cover, with the guerrilla fighters significantly outgunned.

“They exchanged gunfire for only five to 10 minutes and the defence forces were forced to
retreat as they ran out of ammunition,” said a member of the defence force alliance who on
Wednesday helped retrieve the bodies of others who had been killed.

“The military continuously fired 44mm shells and did away with all of the injured resistance
fighters,” he added.

Another member of a defence force involved in the
clash said that his group and their allies were mostly
armed with handmade muskets, rather than automatic
weapons which may have been a better match for the
junta’s weapons.

“We had only 2 AK rifles with us. The rest were just
handmade single-shot rifles,” he explained, adding that
the military “fired heavy weapons non-stop.”

More than 30 empty shells from 44mm artillery were
reportedly found on the battlefield the following
morning.

\M
THEIN TAW VILLAGE

- He said that he had found the bodies of his fallen
comrades piled in the field, as well as the cremated body of a junta soldier and first aid
supplies.

Page 5 of 47



Six of the slain resistance fighters were members of the defence force in Thayet Pin Wun
village in Shwebo, two were from a group in Khin-U’s Mhan Taw, and three were from one
in Thein Taw, according to the first local defence force member who spoke to Myanmar
Now.

“It’s very likely that the majority of them were captured alive and then killed,” he said,
noting that many of the bodies had injuries, including bruising.

The bodies of three locals abducted by junta troops from the nearby village of Kyun Lel on
Monday were also found piled on top of one another in the field, with their hands tied
behind their backs.

All 14 people were cremated on Thursday.

The junta column involved in the clash originally was made up of 80 soldiers and left Ye-U
Township for Khin-U on March 5. They proceeded to raid the villages of Mhan Taw and Dan
Kone in western Khin-U, killing three civilians and torching more than 100 homes, according
to members of defence forces in the area.

The troops then attacked Kyun Lel and In Pauk and occupied Nyaung Pin Gyi Su village on
Monday.

At this point, the column divided into two groups of 40 soldiers, with one ransacking the
village of Muu Thar and another raiding Thein Taw, both located a half-mile from Nyaung
Pin Gyi Su.

On Tuesday, the same day that local defence forces attacked the military unit that raided
Thein Taw, they also ambushed the group that had targeted Muu Thar. No members of the
resistance were reportedly killed in that battle, but the military is accused of burning down
some 15 homes in the village.

Last month nearly 20 members of the local defence forces in Khin-U were killed in battles
with the Myanmar army in Myo Thit and Thayet Kan villages as well.

Another local who is both the leader of a village defence force and part of the group that
retrieved the bodies of resistance fighters from Thein Taw speculated that lives were lost on
Tuesday because of the lack of training and strategy among the area guerrilla groups.

“We need to be able to plan systematically in battles. We can only win the war if the
[defence force] soldiers know how to obey orders. We can’t fight without discipline,” he
said.

The leader of another defence force active in western Khin-U said that the fighters need to
be better armed before going into battle with the junta.

“The lack of weapons is the main problem now. We desperately need to be able to guess
the trajectory of the military’s weapons,” he said. “We also need to assess the range of the
junta’s rifles and the defence of our muskets.”
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“Taking up shotguns instead of using explosives, which is the guerrilla technique, has led to
a lot of unnecessary deaths,” he added.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/fourteen-people-killed-as-junta-troops-outgun-
resistance-forces-in-sagaing-myanmar

Junta Demolishes Homes in Striking Myanma Railways Town
By THE IRRAWADDY | 10 March 2022

Myanmar junta forces are demolishing the houses of civilians in Mandalay Region’s Myitnge,
a town whose population is mainly Myanma Railways (MR) staff, many of whom are on
strike as part of the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM) protesting military rule.

The regime has been bulldozing houses in Myitnge’s 16 wards since Tuesday, declaring them
to be squats. The town is home to a railway carriage and wagon factory run by MR.

Large numbers of junta soldiers arrived in Myitnge on March 5 and restricted travel in and
out of the town, which is located in Amarapura Township. On Tuesday, they started
demolishing buildings including houses and shops, according to local residents.

“They cut the town off before bulldozing buildings. Two days ago, they distributed notices of
eviction which say that we must move out within five days. But yesterday they said they
were told to demolish houses and bulldozed them. Some houses that were built 70 years
ago were all flattened,” a Myitnge resident told The Irrawaddy on Wednesday. Residents
were continuing to move out of Mytinge on Thursday.

Myanmar regime bulldozes houses in Myitnge. (Photo: CJ)

Although the military regime claimed the eviction orders
were targeted at squatters, almost all the town’s residents
have been forced to move, he added.

Low-cost shops and houses that were built with funds from
the carriage and wagon factory and sold or rented to MR
staff and residents were also demolished.

Myitnge is located by the old Yangon-Mandalay Road. A
railway workshop was built there in 1905 during British
colonial rule, and started to run as a carriage repair
department in 1912. Currently, Myitnge is home to some
80,000 people from 12,000 households.

The town covers over 630 acres and 12 wards were built to accommodate MR staff when
the carriage repair department was established. Four more wards were built later.

“As the factory grew busier, shops and houses were built [on its compound]. The houses
have numbers and people who live in them pay rent to the factory. Residents do not have
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any ownership documents, but they have been living there for more than 70 years,” said
one resident of Myitnge’s Aung Mingalar Ward.

Myanmar regime bulldozes houses in Myitnge. (Photo:

! é cJ)

Over half of the 2,000 MR employees at the carriage
and wagon factory joined the CDM after last year’s
coup.

When the strike forced the factory to halt operations,
the regime pressured the strikers, forcing them to
move out of staff accommodation and then sealing it
off. Myitnge residents believe the town is being targeted because so many people there
support the CDM, according to a man assisting the striking MR staff.

“The regime is not happy with MR because many staff have joined the CDM, and so it has
targeted Myitnge and also demolished the houses of people who have nothing to do with
the CDM,” he said.

Myitnge’s multicultural population led to the town being dubbed a little San Francisco. With
many of the original rail workers coming from India during the colonial period, the town is
home to mosques, Sikh temples, Hindu temples and Christian churches.

Among the people who have been forced to move by the junta’s demolition tactics are
those who maintain religious buildings. Myitnge residents are concerned that those houses
of worship may also be bulldozed.

Myanmar regime bulldozes houses in Myitnge.
(Photo: CJ)

“They are demolishing the houses of everyone, apart
from non-CDM staff. They checked the staff quarters
thoroughly, asking the occupants if they are on strike
or not. They removed all the possessions from the
uninhabited houses of strikers and sealed them off.
Over 500 units have been sealed off,” said one MR

striker.

The majority of the population in Myitnge are MR staff or retired MR employees. Successive
generations have worked at the Myitnge factory, always living in government-provided staff
guarters rather than private homes. Some strikers have reportedly registered to return to
work following pressure from the junta.

With their homes demolished, many Myitnge residents have moved to villages to the west
of the town or to the homes of their relatives elsewhere.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/junta-demolishes-homes-in-striking-myanma-
railways-town.html
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Myanmar military follows KNU ultimatum with airstrike

The junta’s forces dropped bombs around Lay Kay Kaw, Karen State, from a helicopter
after the KNU warned them to leave the territory so that displaced persons could return
home

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Mar 10, 2022

Ethnic Karen people are pictured in a forest in May 2021 after
being forced to flee their homes (Dooplaya District)

Brigade 6 of the Karen National Liberation Army—the armed
wing of the Karen National Union (KNU)—sent the junta a
warning on Monday to leave the town of Lay Kay Kaw in
Karen State’s Myawaddy Township within three days.

On Wednesday evening—the second day—the military attacked the area from the air.

Saw Liston, the KNU’s secretary of Dooplaya District, which is
in the territory of Brigade 6, had sent the letter to the
southeastern military command asking them to depart so
that people internally displaced by a previous offensive in
December could return home.

MR Residents of villages in the Lay Kay Kaw and Kawkareik areas

were forced to flee by the junta occupation of the region that
has included the looting and destruction of property.

The letter stated that it was the KNU’s responsibility to
protect the lives and homes of the ethnic Karen people.

Any consequences incurred by failing to leave Lay Kay Kaw
within the allotted three days would be the fault of the junta,
the letter warned.

5 At 5:30pm on Wednesday, the military “started firing from
two helicopters” on Lay Kay Kaw, which is near the Thai border, according to KNU
spokesperson Padoh Saw Taw Nee.

“We still don’t know what happened next. | haven’t heard anything about casualties yet,” he
told Myanmar Now.

A member of a local anti-junta defence force in Lay Kay Kaw also told Myanmar Now that
they did not have further information about the air attack but were “just trying to stay
safe.”

Frequent short battles have been breaking out around Lay Kay Kaw in recent days, according
to local sources. The junta’s airstrike reportedly took place after some 10 military personnel
were killed in one such clash near Mehthawthalay village at around 3pm that day.
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“There is tension in the area,” a local man said.

A resident of Myawaddy Township said helicopters and jets were seen flying towards Lay
Kay Kaw town four times on Wednesday evening.

“They dropped bombs the first time. There was only one helicopter,” the resident said at
the time of the attack, noting that more aircraft were on their way.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-follows-knu-ultimatum-with-
airstrike

Three children killed in Loikaw shelling incident

The three siblings died instantly when a heavy artillery shell landed in their village near
the Karenni capital on Tuesday

Esther ) | Published on Mar 10, 2022

An IDP camp in Karenni State is seen in late February
(Khun Hla Nyan)

An artillery shell that landed in a village near the Kayah
(Karenni) State capital Loikaw on Tuesday killed three
siblings and injured their father and older sister,
according to sources.

Two brothers, aged 7 and 10, and their sister, aged 12, died instantly when the shell
detonated in the village of Le Htwel on Tuesday afternoon, a spokesperson for Kayan
Generation Youth, a local community group, told Myanmar Now.

Their father and 15-year-old sister also suffered unspecified injuries, he added.

The identities of the victims were not available at the time of
« reporting. Myanmar Now has not been able to contact
members of the family directly.

Residents say they believe the shell was fired by a military unit
stationed in the area.

Le Htwel, which is located in the Nwar La Woe village tract, is
completely under the control of the military and has not seen
any recent fighting, according to local resistance forces.

“It doesn’t matter if there is any fighting, they just fire artillery
as they please,” an information officer for the Loikaw People’s
Defence Force said, referring to troops based in the area.

“Sometimes shells fall near hospitals or camps for displaced villagers. Villages are also
torched and bombed. That’s just the harsh reality right now,” he said.
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Meanwhile, another village in neighbouring Demoso Township also came under attack on
Tuesday, according to the Karenni Nationalities Defence Force (KNDF).

The three children seen here were killed by an artillery
shell that hit their home village near Loikaw on March 8
(Supplied)

Military jets bombed the village of Saung Du Lar at
around 2am on Tuesday before opening fire with
artillery at dawn, the KNDF said in a statement.

A church was destroyed and two rescue workers were
injured in the artillery attack, the group said.

Large-scale attacks have been reported in many parts of Karenni State and neighbouring
areas of southern Shan State in recent weeks.

Sources in Shan State’s Moebye Township told Myanmar Now that regime forces have been
using fighter jets, helicopters, and heavy artillery to carry out massive assaults there since
February 16.

Karenni defence forces claim that at least 104 junta soldiers and 40 resistance fighters have
been killed in clashes over the past three weeks.

Civilians have also died in the conflict. Three people were killed in two villages near the
town of Nan Mei Khon in Demoso Township on February 23 after regime forces opened fire
from the air, local sources reported.

Bombs were also dropped near a hospital in Lo Bar Kho, another village in Demoso, on
February 27, but no casualties were reported in that incident.

According to data compiled by Myanmar Now, a total of 16 civilians, including eight
children, have been killed in recent weeks by artillery attacks and airstrikes carried out by
the military in non-combat zones.

A total of 221 civilians have been killed by the military in Karenni State since it seized power
in February of last year, according to the Progressive Karenni People’s Force, a local youth
organisation.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/three-children-killed-in-loikaw-shelling-incident

Dozens burned to death in three regions amid junta scorched earth campaign
Residents are demanding justice for military atrocities and taking up arms to fight.
2022.03.09

Junta troops have burned more than five dozen civilians to death since the end of
December in three regions of Myanmar where they have encountered heavy armed
resistance to military rule, sources in the regions said Wednesday.
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Destroyed vehicles in Kayah state's Hpruso township,
Dec. 24, 2021. Karenni Nationalities Defense Force

Residents told RFA’s Myanmar Service that at least 65
people had been set on fire and killed in the 10 weeks
leading to March 7, including 35 and three in Kayah
state’s Hpruso and Demoso townships, and five in
Magway region’s Gangaw township.

In the Sagaing region, troops burned 10 people to
death in Salingyi township, four in Ye-U township,
three in Kalay township, and five in Myinmu township, they said.

Fighters with the anti-junta ethnic Karenni State Police (KSP) in Kayah state told RFA that
over the same period, “at least 49 people were burned to death” in Hpruso’s Moso
village, including 45 civilians and four members of the prodemocracy Karenni
Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF) paramilitaries who operate as border guards in the
area.

In one incident, on Feb. 24, residents of Sagaing’s Kalay township discovered the charred
bodies of a woman and her two young children who had been detained by the military
the previous day. The father of the two children told RFA he was only able to identify the
remains after seeing his daughter’s earring.

Myanmar’s military has killed at least 1,640 civilians since seizing power in a Feb. 1, 2021
coup and arrested nearly 9,560 others — mostly during peaceful anti-junta protests.

The junta has mounted a series of major offensives against armed ethnic groups and anti-
junta People’s Defense Force (PDF) paramilitaries in the country’s remote border regions
in recent that have seen troops commit acts of rape, torture, arson, and murder against
civilians, according to reports.

In the typical pattern in the conflict, after firefights with local anti-junta militia fighters,
regime troops raid villages suspected of harboring resistance groups and burn all
structures after stealing livestock, food and valuables.

Residents of Gangaw township’s Shwe Bo village told RFA that a combined forced of
military troops and pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee militia members killed two people with
gunfire and burned five people to death during a raid there on Feb. 28.

A villager who spoke on condition of anonymity said that atrocities like those committed
in Shwe Bo and elsewhere were driving civilians toward armed resistance against the
junta, rather than frightening them into subservience.

“The villagers know nothing but anger and want to strike them back,” he said.

“We might face punishment in the future, but for now, we will do whatever it takes to get
rid of them. We want to see them eliminated by either [the shadow National Unity
Government] NUG or any other group.”
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In Salingyi township’s Done Taw village, where the burned bodies of ten people —
including four ranging in age from 14 to 17 — were discovered following a military raid in
December, another source who declined to be named told RFA that residents want to see
the perpetrators sentenced to death when a civilian government is returned to power.

“If the people’s government takes control, we want to see the crimes of the junta and
everyone who killed innocent people exposed,” he said. “We want to see the people
responsible for these brutal murders to pay for them.”

Demanding justice
Burning and killing of civilians in Myanmar

When asked about military acts of arson
and reports of civilians being burned to
Done Taw death, junta Deputy Information

BaDatiing 3 Minister Major Gen Zaw Min Tun denied
that troops were responsible.

L]
Chaung Khwa °
7 Oke Hpo

Shwe Bo

[

“We have no reason to do that when we
are protecting the civilians, as is our
duty,” he told RFA.

Sin Taung
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Filea themselves against NUG and PDF
terrorist groups. The terrorists from the
PDF attack the villages and burn them

down.”

However, a surgeon who claimed to have inspected the victims of what has been dubbed
the “Christmas Eve Massacre” of 35 people in Hpruso township’s Moso village called the
killings a “deliberate act of brutal murder” by the military in a Jan. 3 press conference
held by the NUG.

He described the bodies as having their hands tied behind their backs and mouths
gagged; missing parts of their skulls, genitals, and chest; and burned so badly that their
internal organs had disintegrated. It is believed some victims were killed before being set
on fire.

Rights activists and medical experts have said those responsible for the burning deaths
intended to eliminate the evidence of their actions.

Phoe Phyu, a human rights lawyer, told RFA that the perpetrators of such atrocities will
be prosecuted under Myanmar’s Criminal Penal code.

“For the time being, the testimony of witnesses and evidence shall be collected to later
find justice for the victims — this is called transitional justice” he said.
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“One day when a government elected by the people comes to power and takes
responsibility, it will open the door for securing such transitional justice.”

The NUG has vowed to launch an investigation into the deaths with the assistance of the
international community.

New information about the number of civilians burned to death by junta troops came as
research group Data for Myanmar reported that, as of Monday, the military had used
arson to destroy a total of 6,719 homes in 186 locations across nine regions and states
since last year’s coup.

The group, which documents the impact of conflict in Myanmar, warned in a statement
on Wednesday that its report was compiled from publicly available data sources and
excludes incomplete records, suggesting that the actual figures on military arson
incidents may exceed the reported data.

Reported by RFA’s Myanmar Service. Translated by Ye Kaung Myint Maung. Written in
English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/burnings-03092022193907.html

Chair of ANP asks leaders who joined junta, rebel group if they would like to leave the
party

Tha Tun Hla suggested policy board members Aye Nu Sein and Oo Hla Saw may not be fit
to continue working for the party

Nan Oo Nway | Published on Mar 10, 2022

ANP chair Tha Tun Hla (standing) addresses a
party meeting in Sittwe in 2019 attended by Oo
Hla Saw (on Tha Tun Hla’s left) (ANP)

The chair of one of Rakhine’s most prominent
political forces, the Arakan National Party
(ANP), has suggested some of the party’s top
leaders are not fit to continue in their roles
after one joined the military council and
another became a negotiator for a rebel group.

Tha Tun Hla said he has asked ANP’s policy board members Aye Nu Sein and Oo Hla Saw if
they would like to continue working for the party.

Aye Nu Sein became a member of the military’s so-called State Administration Council in
February last year, while it was recently revealed that Oo Hla Saw is a representative for the
United League of Arakan (ULA), the political wing of the Arakan Army (AA).

“There could be people who are not fit to continue working for the party even among the
top leaders,” Tha Tun Hla told Myanmar Now on Wednesday.
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He put the question to members of the party’s policy leadership board as well as members
of the central executive committee and the central committee, he said. They are scheduled
to respond by March 15.

The ANP’s central committee held an online conference on February 27 and March 6, after
which they released a statement that said the party leaders seemed distant from the party.

The statement said party members had the right to join whatever organisation or party they
liked, but that the ANP would no longer associate with party members who are currently
working for other organisations.

Forty of the central committee’s more than 80 members attended the online conference,
where they also discussed building and reforming the party.

“There are certain explanations that a party member has to give if they want to leave,
according to the policies of the party,” Tha Tun Hla said. “There are rules and regulations
that mean a party member requires the permission of the central executive committee in
order to officially leave.”

But he added: “I think it’s safe to assume that such a rule doesn’t work under current
conditions. That is why we decided that one could leave as they pleased.”

Myanmar Now was unable to reach Oo Hla Saw or Aye Nu Sein for comment.

Oo Hla Saw, a former MP for Mrauk-U Township, attended the junta’s Union Day
celebration in Naypyitaw last month, reportedly in his role as a ULA representative.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/chair-of-anp-asks-leaders-who-joined-junta-
rebel-group-if-they-would-like-to-leave-the-party
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