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Myanmar Regime Murders NLD Official’s Wife and Dumps Body on Street
By THE IRRAWADDY | 22 April 2022

Mandalay District NLD vice chair U Ko Ko Lay and wife. / The
Irrawaddy

Myanmar junta forces killed the wife of the vice chairperson of
the Mandalay District National League for Democracy (NLD)
branch during interrogation and then dumped her body by the
side of the road, according to members of the Mandalay
District NLD.

Mandalay District NLD vice chair U Ko Ko Lay has been in hiding
since the military regime filed a sedition case against him. His

1 wife Daw Soe Soe was not charged by the junta, but was hiding
at someone else’s house in Mandalay for security reasons.

She was taken as a hostage and later killed after junta troops failed to find U Ko Ko Lay at
the house where she was hiding, said sources.

The body of 50-year-old Daw Soe Soe was found on Monday outside a fire service office
near the New Mingalar Market on 35th Street in downtown Mandalay, one week after her
arrest.

“Her body was dumped by the road. Local ward residents held a funeral for her. It appears
that she was killed because she did not reveal the whereabouts of her husband,” a
Mandalay District NLD member told The Irrawaddy.

On the night of April 12, junta troops arrived in five military vehicles at the house where
Daw Soe Soe was sheltering. She was taken away as a hostage after they didn’t find her
husband in the house, according to eye-witnesses.

Regime soldiers slapped Daw Soe Soe in the face during the raid, and beat and slashed her
thighs with a knife.

A source close to her said: “l was concerned for her safety when | heard that she was
slashed on her thighs. They [the junta] don’t view humans as humans but kill people as if
they were birds or chickens. They did this to instill fear in people.”

Family members are also concerned about the fate of U Thein Zaw, a brother of U Ko Ko Lay,
who is also being held incommunicado by the regime.

There have been reports that U Ko Ko Lay died suddenly of a stroke on Thursday evening
while hiding in Shan State. The Irrawaddy could not independently verify those reports.

At least 1,779 people have been killed by the regime since last year’s February 1 coup,
according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-murders-nld-officials-wife-and-

dumps-body-on-street.html
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Myanmar Resistance Threatens Chinese Mines
By THE IRRAWADDY | 22 April 2022

China-backed projects in Myanmar are now under threat from resistance forces with 16
groups in Sagaing Region warning Chinese-run copper mines in Salingyi to halt operations.

Salingyi is home to the Chinese-run Letpadaung, Sapetaung and Kyesintaung copper mines
and resistance groups in Salingyi and Yinmabin have called on miners to down tools and join
the civil disobedience movement (CDM) by May 5.

The three mines are run by Wanbao Mining, Ltd. and its two subsidiaries, Myanmar Wanbao
Mining Copper, Ltd. and Myanmar Yang Tse Copper, Ltd. in partnership with the military-
owned Myanma Economic Holdings Ltd.

Wanbao is a subsidiary of Chinese state-owned defense firm China North Industries
Corporation.

In July 2021, the US sanctioned Wanbao Mining and its entities for supporting Myanmar’s
military regime.

A report by Publish What You Pay Australia — a coalition of 30 organizations campaigning
for transparency and accountability in the extractive industries — said Chinese-backed
mines were financially propping up the junta.

The report, How Chinese Mining Investment Funds the Myanmar Military, released in
November last year, said the Chinese-run Letpadaung, Sapetaung and Kyesintaung and
Tagaung Taung mines in Sagaing paid an estimated US$725 million to the military during the
2020-21 financial year.

The resistance groups said they will not allow joint ventures between Myanmar’s military
and Chinese companies to operate in the region while people are fighting to uproot the
dictatorship.

They said they will attack all sources of funding for the dictatorship with any means.

In January, resistance fighters blew up electricity pylons supplying the China-backed
Tagaung Taung nickel-processing plant in Sagaing Region, which forced production to halt.

The Chinese copper mines in Sagaing have long been a source of public fury for destroying
the environment and seizing people’s land.

Since the coup, Chinese projects have been largely safe despite the resistance forces’
attacks on police and soldiers guarding some Chinese projects. But the collective
announcement on Thursday was the first open warning to Chinese projects in the country.

China has been seriously denounced in Myanmar for its failure to condemn the coup last
year and its veto of UN Security Council action against the regime.
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While the regime is treated as an outcast by most western democracies, China has been one
of the few countries to engage with the junta, as it is one of Myanmar’s top investors with
many strategic infrastructure projects, including energy pipelines and a proposed Rakhine
State port that would give China access to the Indian Ocean.

Recently, the Chinese foreign minister Wang Yi told his junta-appointed counterpart that
China was ready to work with Myanmar to deepen exchanges and cooperation in all areas,
“no matter how the situation changes”. The remark prompted a warning from the civilian
National Unity Government that any effort to build a partnership with the regime would be
rejected by Myanmar’s people and could seriously damage China’s international reputation.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-resistance-threatens-chinese-
mines.html

Burma Army Raids Ywa Ngan PDF’s Camp
By SHAN - April 22,2022

Burma Army (BA) ground troops attacked a military camp where members of the Ywa Ngan
People’s Defence Force (PDF) are being trained in southern Shan State.

Burma Army Raids Ywa Ngan PDF’s Camp

L Asource, who asked that his name be kept
confidential, informed SHAN that the camp is
located in a valley west of Nabang Gyi village in Ywa
Ngan Township. The man didn’t know if there were

any casualties on either side in the hour-long
attack, which began at 1pm on Wednesday, 20 April.

“Three fighter jets are flying over the site of the clash and BA troops stationed on Peayin Hill
have been dispatched, so | think clashes will escalate in the area,” he said.

Although there’s no permanent BA base in the township, regime forces have been sent to
the area to attack resistance fighters since late 2021.

Now, many BA troops are staying in the villages of Ywa Ngan Township and soldiers are
abducting and killing residents suspected of being linked to the PDF. In some of these areas,
regime soldiers burn down people’s houses.

During Thingyan, regime armed forces set fire to two houses and abducted two youths in a
village in Ywa Ngan Township. A youth, who wishes to remain anonymous, told SHAN, that
the soldiers arrived in Lwa Sin at 1am in three military trucks and set fire to the houses

along with their contents. He said that one of the abducted youths is only sixteen years old.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24873
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Engulfed with Mounting Resistance, Myanmar Junta Boss Calls for Peace Talks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 22 April 2022

Amid rising armed resistance against his rule in Myanmar, junta leader Min Aung Hlaing has
invited the leaders of ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) for talks “to end armed conflict”.

However, given his recent statement that his regime would not hold talks with the
opposition, the shadow National Unity Government and its armed wing People’s Defence
Forces and other resistance forces are believed to be excluded.

Min Aung Hlaing’s request for talks came as the regime faces the most difficulty since its
coup last year and it cannot control the country.

Furthermore, the armed wings of some powerful EAOs, like the Karen National Union (KNU)
and Kachin Independence Organization (KIO), are fighting alongside resistance forces
against regime troops, inflicting heavy casualties.

Some other EAOs are secretly supporting resistance forces.

In his televised address aired on Friday, the junta chief, who is responsible for brutal killings,
shelling, airstrikes and atrocities against civilians, said he had invited EAO leaders to mark
“the Year for Peace”.

“I will see all of you personally. There will be more meetings if needed,” he said, adding that
he would talk to them “openly and sincerely for the sake of the peace”.

The junta leader urged the EAO leaders to register for the meeting by May 9 and the
meeting date will be announced later.

Myanmar has around 20 EAOs and only 10 have signed the ceasefire agreement. Powerful
organizations like the KIO and Arakan Army have not signed the agreement. The KNU is one
of the signatories but its armed wing, the Karen National Liberation Army, is fighting the
regime.

Phado Saw Taw Nee, the KNU’s spokesman, told The Irrawaddy that the invitation for talks
was hard to believe given the regime’s ongoing offensive and heavy-handed responses, like
airstrikes.

“We are not saying no to peace talks but given the previous experience, the norms they
hold for peace don’t work,” he said, referring to the military’s refusals to consider troop
withdrawals and a departure from politics.

The junta leader’s offer comes four days after he gave honorary titles to some EAO leaders,
including Saw Mutu Say Poe, chairman of the KNU. However, some suggested that Min Aung
Hlaing has attempted to drive a wedge by awarding the KNU chief as the KNU is engaged in
fierce fighting with the regime.
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As of Thursday, junta forces have killed at least 1,779 and arrested more than 13,000
people, including elected leaders, students, activists, politicians and protesters, across the
country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/engulfed-with-mounting-resistance-myanmar-
junta-boss-calls-for-peace-talks.html

SAC chairman invites leaders of ethnic armed groups to meet in person and urges to
submit the attendees list of the meeting by May 9

PUBLISHED 22 APRIL 2022 | EMG

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, Chairman of State
Administration Council (SAC) and Prime Minister said he
will meet with the leaders of the ethnic armed groups in
person and will be informed the attendee list of the
meeting by May 9.

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, revealed about the
invitation after delivering a speech on peace this

afternoon (April 22).

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing said, “The government and the military have firmly
guaranteed the establishment of a union state based on the democratic and federal system
that the ethnic armed groups have always demanded. The upcoming January 4 is Diamond
Jubilee of Independence Day. Current events also show that the ethnic peoples have not yet
fully experienced the essence of independence after 75 years. The main reason is the ethnic
armed conflicts that have arisen based on disagreements. Only if we can solve this can we
fully enjoy the essence of democracy and independence. That is why | have said that 2022 is
the year of peace and that we will work for a nationwide ceasefire. We call on the leaders of
the ethnic armed groups to meet as this needs to be implemented effectively and
practically. | will see all the groups in person. Afterwards, discussions will be held with the
delegations of the SAC. Further discussions will be held if necessary. The meeting should be
attended by the leaders of the various ethnic armed groups and two members each. The
names of the individuals, who want to attend the meeting, should be submitted by May 9 at
the latest. | would like to say that the two sides will negotiate and set a date for the
meeting. We will all work together to have an honest discussion so that all ethnic peoples
can enjoy peace and development. We urge all of you to work together for the benefit of all
the people of the Union.”

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-chairman-invites-leaders-of-ethnic-armed-groups-
to-meet-in-person-and-urges-to-submit-the
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Junta chief offers Myanmar’s ethnic armies rare in-person peace talks
Observers say experience suggests the junta may have ulterior motives.
By RFA Myanmar Service | 2022.04.22

Myanmar's Commander in-Chief Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing (C) poses for a photo during the second
anniversary of the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement
(NCA) in Naypyidaw, in a file photo. Reuters

Myanmar junta chief, Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, on
Friday offered to meet with leaders of armed ethnic
groups to end conflict in the country’s remote border
regions but was met with a mixed response from the
armies, who said the military has broken vows in the past and needs to deliver on
promises of peace.

The offer also was not extended to representatives of the country’s ousted,
democratically elected government and the prodemocracy People’s Defense Forces that
sprang up in an effort to return it to power.

“I have said that 2022 is the year of peace and that we will work for an end to all armed
conflict in the country,” he said in a speech broadcast on state-run television.

“l call on the leaders of the ethnic armed groups to meet and negotiate, as peace needs
to be implemented in practice. | will meet all the groups in person and later talks could be
held with a delegation made up of members of the [juntal.”

Min Aung Hlaing proposed that the meeting include the heads of each ethnic army and
two of their lieutenants — the names of whom should be submitted by May 9. He said a
date would be set for full talks after the initial meeting.

Junta deputy information minister, Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun, told RFA’s Myanmar Service
that the military regime would assume responsibility for the safety of those attending the
event.

“We fully guarantee the safety of the people who will be attending the talks, and the
[junta] will pick them up wherever they feel comfortable ... and bring them in [for the
meeting].”

He said China had also agreed to help broker the peace process and that the junta is
willing to work with all stakeholders.

Col. Khun Okkar, the leader of the Pa-O National Liberation Organization (PNLO), told RFA
he believes the junta is determined to work for peace in the run-up to a general election,
and suggested Min Aung Hlaing proposed the meeting to “find a way to stabilize the
country.”
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At the time of Myanmar’s Feb. 1, 2021, coup, Min Aung Hlaing promised elections within
a year, but he has since pushed the date back to August 2023. More recently, the junta
has said elections would only be held if there is “stability” in the country.

Khun Okkar said that by proposing the talks on television, Min Aung Hlaing was likely
trying to bypass the red tape required to get talks started.

“There's too much centralization. ... There are a lot of steps and sometimes things don't
get to the point in time,” he said.

“It seems he wanted to be more effective when he said he would take charge himself.
Time is running out ... and as he needs time to prepare for the elections, | think he
wanted to have the talks as quickly as possible.”

Padoh Saw Tawney, foreign affairs officer for the Karen National Union (KNU), said past
experiences with the peace process have raised doubts within his group about the
military's tactics.

"We have never rejected peace, but peace cannot be achieved with words only. So, we
need them to show us real facts and actions that can lead to peace,” he said.

“Without these, we cannot accept any offers — even if he meets with us personally. ...
We have taken part [in previous peace talks] and we know every little trick they use. So,
there cannot be peace talks without accepting our conditions,” he added, without
providing details.

Ethnic minority Karen troops approach a Myanmar
army outpost near the Thai border, which is seen
from the Thai side on the Thanlwin, also known as
Salween, riverbank in Mae Hong Son province,
Thailand, April 28, 2021. Credit: Reuters

Political ‘act’ in response to pressure

Sai Kyi Zin Soe, a Myanmar-based political analyst,
called Min Aung Hlaing’s call for peace “useless” and suggested it was a political act to
alleviate international pressure over the junta’s brutal repression of its opponents.
According to rights groups, security forces have killed 1,782 civilians and arrested nearly
103,000 since the coup, mostly during peaceful anti-junta protests.

Proper peace talks cannot be held without all stakeholders, Sai Kyi Zin Soe said, and must
also include the country’s shadow National Unity Government (NUG), prodemocracy
People’s Defense Force (PDF) paramilitaries, and other opposition forces. The junta has
ruled out talks with the groups, which it accuses of terrorism.

“The path he is taking and the work he is doing is just a figurative demonstration of a
desire for real political stability,” he said.
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“[Failing to include groups beyond the ethnic armies] shows he’s making the offer
because of pressure from China or ASEAN amid international criticism, rather than out of
a genuine desire for real peace.”

Ye Tun, a former member of parliament with the deposed National League for Democracy
(NLD), said he believes Min Aung Hlaing may be trying to “keep the ethnic armed groups
in check” until he can eliminate the PDF and other armed opposition groups.

Ethnic armies have been fighting against Myanmar’s military since the country’s 1948
independence. In the aftermath of the coup, several groups have thrown their support
behind anti-junta resistance fighters, while others are joining forces with the local PDF
branches to fight the military.

Only 10 ethnic armies have signed a Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement with the
government since 2015, when the document was inked in the presence of international
observers and Myanmar’s highest legislature.

The 10 groups have suggested that the deal remains in place, despite an already flailing
peace process that was all but destroyed by the unpopular junta’s coup. However, they
say they will not pursue talks with the military, which they view as having stolen power
from the country’s democratically elected government.

While the junta has made peace overtures to the ethnic armies in the past, Friday marked
the first time Min Aung Hlaing offered to meet with them in person.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/talks-04222022192138.html

Burma Army Used Swedish-Made Shells When Attacking Karen Joint Forces

The Burma Army used Swedish made recoilless artillery shells to bomb Karen National Army
and their allies in recent fighting. KNLA sources told Karen News, despite the munitions
being prohibited, the Burma Army used them to bomb their positions.

Karen News | 22 April 2022
Photo: CJ

The Karen National Liberation Army joint forces
fighting in the area confirmed the Burma Army used
MA14-84mm, Carl Gustav Carl Gustav recoilless
artillery shells on the night of April 14 in the Lay Kay
Kaw area under the control of the Karen National
Union (KNU) Brigade 6. The KNLA sources said more
than 100 Burma Army troops formed themselves into three columns and attacked the Karen
joint forces.
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Sources from the Karen alliance said. “The battle during [Thingyan water festival], red arm
ties and special commandos of Burma Army’s Infantry Battalion 118 under the command of
the 44th Division fired four rounds of the MA14 Carl-Gustav recoilless artillery at us.
International sale of these munitions to Burma is banned.”

KNLA sources said these “weapons can be loaded with different kinds of bombs to demolish
bunkers and destroy tanks, and they also can explode on the ground. The shells we seized
were ones that exploded in the air.”

The source from KNLA joint forces said that they not only want the the international
community to know about the atrocities of the Burma Army but they are using heavy
artillery, helicopters, fighter jets, 500 pounds bombs, and even banned weapons during the
battle of Lay Kay Kaw.

Despite its use of heavy artillery, jets, helicopters and massive bombs the death toll of
Burma Army soldiers in the Lay Kay Kaw area has risen — KNLA estimate the number of
Burma Army soldiers killed in April is 168.

Recent fighting between the Burma Army and KNLA joint forces has intensified in the Lay
Kay Kaw area as well as in Maw Kee village, the Waw Lay area south of Myawaddy Township
of Karen State.

The recent use of Carl Gustav artillery against

Ethnic Armed Organizations by the Burma Army is

not the first time. In 2012 the Burma Army used

them in attacks against the Kachin Independent

Army in Northern Burma — it is alleged the Swedish
<, Weapons were originally sold to India.

T
uxo

The Burma Campaign UK called on the British Prime
Minister, Boris Johnson to call on Indian Prime Minister, Narendra Modi to stop arms sales
to the Burmese military. The Burma Campaign UK released a statement to request the
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi to stop his country trading with the Burma’s military
junta.

“[PM] Modi supplies arms to the Burmese military knowing that they are likely to be used
against civilians,” said Anna Roberts, Executive Director of Burma Campaign UK. “Boris
Johnson must call on Modi to stop arming the Burmese military, and to stop deporting
Rohingya refugees.”

The Burma Campaign UK said in its statement that “several Indian companies are on the
‘Dirty List’ published by Burma Campaign UK, including Tata Group, which has supplied
vehicles to the Burmese military. In the UK Tata is best known for its Tetley brand of tea.”

https://karennews.org/2022/04/burma-army-used-swedish-made-shells-when-attacking-
karen-joint-forces/
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Two Maungdaw men sentenced to 10 years in prison on AA links
Friday, April 22, 2022 | Narinjara

Two men from Maungdaw township, located on western border of Myanmar, were
sentenced to 10 years in prison each on charges of maintaining links with the Arakan Army
(AA).

According to their families, they were sentenced by the Maungdaw district court on 21 April
under section 50 (i) of the anti-terrorism act.

Those sentenced are identified as Nyi Nyi Naing (28 years old) from ward number 3 and U
Aung Hla Thein (46) from Ngwe Taung village.

Aung Hla Thein was arrested in April 2019 after he was called by the officers from Pyin Phyu
police station to guide for a route, claimed his daughter Ma Than Sein Oo.

"The police personnel lied and actually called my father for asking necessary directions.
When he went there, he was arrested. | am very sad over the sentence,” she added.

Her father was prosecuted by the Pyin Phyu police chief under the anti-terrorism laws.

Nyi Nyi Naing was arrested in March 2020, but his family members have no idea why he was
picked up by the police.

His brother commented, "I'm sorry. | do not think any appeal will make any difference.”
They are presently inside Buthidaung prison in northern Arakan (Rakhine) State.

https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/two-maungdaw-men-sentenced-10-years-prison-aa-
links

Burma Army Use Civilians As Forced Labour In Namsang Township

By Network Media Group | Friday, April 22, 2022

The Burma Army (BA) forced civilians to set up its camp near
a new coal mine in Namsang Township in southern Shan
State, according to a prominent Shan humanitarian
organisation.

The Shan Human Rights Foundation (SHRF) reported 106
residents of Nam Mo village in Nawng Hee village tract were used as forced labourers from
29-30 March. The camp, which will house soldiers who provide security for the coal mine,
was built without compensation on the farmland of Loung Hser, who lives in Nam Mo.

The SHRF spokesperson told NMG that the BA Light Infantry Battalion 553, under the
Golden Triangle Command, forced villagers to cut bamboo and other wood for a fence and
dig bunkers for the camp, which is located about 15 northeast of Namsang town and a little
north of Kon Tee village.

Page 11 of 46


https://www.bnionline.net/en/ethnic-media/narinjara
https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/two-maungdaw-men-sentenced-10-years-prison-aa-links
https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/two-maungdaw-men-sentenced-10-years-prison-aa-links

“Locals fear that the BA will commit human rights violations in the area. Soldiers providing
security for a mining company in Tang Yang and Hsipaw townships have abducted and
beaten villagers,” he told NMG.

Ngwe Yi Pale Co Ltd, based in Mandalay, has been given the green light to extract the coal
one mile from the camp. In November last year, the regime-controlled Ministry of Natural
Resources and Environmental Conservation confirmed five coal mining projects on 500 acres
in Nawng Hee village and the company was awarded the contract for all coal mining in
Namsang Township.

Locals are afraid the mine will negatively impact their quality of life by polluting the water

sources for their farms and villages. According to SHRF, mining projects by Ngwe Yi Pale Co
Ltd in Hsipaw,Tang Yang and Mong Yai townships in northern Shan State has damaged the
environment and affected the health and livelihoods of local people.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/04/22/18721

Junta troops flee with their families from Yangon to Naypyitaw

Families of personnel working for the military council are relocating to the junta stronghold
as strikes by urban resistance forces increase in the commercial capital

Maung Shwe Wah / Min Min | Published on Apr 22, 2022

Military trucks are seen near a statue of independence icon
Gen Aung San in Naypyitaw on March 26, 2022 (EPA)

Fears are reportedly growing amongst the Yangon-based family
members of junta personnel that the military council may not
be able to protect them from guerrilla groups’ increasing
presence in the city, a member of the police recently told

Myanmar Now.

Speaking on the condition of anonymity, the Yangon Police Force officer explained that
families with connections to the coup regime’s security and administrative mechanisms
were moving in larger numbers to the military capital of Naypyitaw following assassination
attempts by the resistance on those working for the junta in Yangon.

He cited the April 7 shooting of the deputy governor of the junta-controlled Central Bank,
Than Than Swe, and three days later of Maj Gaday Phyo Aung, a junta-appointed
administrative officer for Lanmadaw Township, as heightening the exodus.

The Yangon Regional Command under the National Unity Government claimed
responsibility for the attempt to kill Than Than Swe at her home, citing her as one of the
group’s more than 1,100 administrative and economic targets over the last seven months.
Another urban guerrilla group was reportedly behind the fatal shooting of Maj Gaday Phyo
Aung near Mawtin Port.
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However, Naypyitaw locals reported witnessing an uptick in new arrivals for months.

“Starting from January this year, many new people have started settling in Naypyitaw,” a
taxi driver from the region said, noting that most appear to be the family members of
military officers.

Their presence has driven up the cost of land and homes in Pobbathiri Township, located at
the centre of Naypyitaw, according to locals. Much of the township is made up of residents
with military ties, due to the presence of the Naypyitaw Regional Military Command.

“The real estate prices significantly boomed after so many new settlers arrived. Land plots in
Pobbathiri which nobody wanted to buy even at the prices of four to five million kyat
(USS2,150 - $2,686) have been sold for 20 million kyat ($10,748),” a 35-year-old man living
in the township said.

Another local with ties to the military said that officers were also relocating to Pobbathiri
from Mandalay, citing “security reasons.”

After a string of attacks by defence forces on checkpoints, a junta informant, and even a
military column in August and September of last year, activities by the resistance movement
in Naypyitaw have died down.

The country has been in turmoil since the military ousted the elected civilian government
led by State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi in a coup on February 1 last year; she remains
detained in an undisclosed location in Naypyitaw, facing multiple criminal charges. After
peaceful protests against the junta were targeted in lethal crackdowns in the months that
followed, many opponents to the coup regime took up arms in response to the military’s
attempt to stamp out dissent.

Many political activists and members of the armed resistance were subsequently forced to
relocate to liberated areas under the control of ethnic armed organisations in order to
escape arrest, torture or death at the hands of the Myanmar army.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-troops-flee-with-their-families-from-

yangon-to-naypyitaw

Junta announces limited exemptions for foreign currency exchange order

The few released from the new restrictions include individuals and institutions closely tied
to foreign direct investment in Myanmar and diplomatic missions

Aung Naing | Published on Apr 22, 2022

¥

A man counts US dollar notes at a currency exchange centre in
downtown Yangon on August 16, 2018 (Photo- EPA)

A junta statement released on Wednesday outlined
exemptions to—and possible backtracking on—an earlier
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Central Bank order demanding that foreign currencies received in the country be
immediately exchanged to Myanmar kyat.

The controversial April 3 declaration, indicative of the military’s attempts to tighten access
to and regulations on international monies, requires local businesses to exchange such
earned funds at licenced banks within one day of receipt and at a fixed rate of 1,850 kyat
per dollar. Additionally, permission must be obtained from the military in order to use
currencies such as US dollars within the country.

In Wednesday’s update, multiple commercial and diplomatic institutions and individuals
were identified as being released from adherence to the rule, likely a response to the
widespread criticism that followed the announcement. Among them were businesses
involved in foreign direct investment and Special Economic Zones, airlines, and foreign
employees from embassies, the UN and approved international aid agencies.

The military also warned banks holding licences as “authorised dealers” in foreign currency
to thoroughly scrutinise businesses and individuals to determine whether they are allowed
the exemption, and to report all such transactions to the junta-controlled Central Bank.

A reinforcement of the 1,850-kyat exchange rate will particularly hurt farmers and those
dealing in livestock, a local exporter—not subject to the exemptions—told Myanmar Now,
noting that the figure is below the dollar’s current value in the country.

“It will cause a lot of damage for the primary producers,” he said, referring to local suppliers
of raw materials for export, such as crops.

The exporter explained that locals in the agricultural sector are often making initial
purchases at a rate of 2,000 kyat per dollar, and stand to lose nearly 200 kyat later when
forced to return to the junta’s lower fixed rate in order to export their harvests.

A Yangon-based owner of two currency exchange venues said on the condition of anonymity
that the forced conversion of US dollars to kyat would halt the flow of foreign currency to
local markets, creating difficulties for those who require these funds for education, health
and travel purposes.

Furthermore, a military order that permission must be obtained in order to convert kyat to
dollars could cause a spike in commodity prices due to a heavy reliance on imports, he
added.

Since further restrictions have been placed on currency exchange, importers have been
forced to bring in less petrol and diesel to Myanmar: people in cities including Yangon and
Mandalay have begun hoarding fuel, and some gas stations have been forced to close.

Twelve international chambers of commerce released a joint statement on April 8 objecting
to the junta’s restrictions on foreign currency, describing it as having a negative impact on
the public, international business and foreign investment. The embassies of Japan and
Singapore—two major investors in Myanmar—also responded to the order with statements
of their own, asking the junta to reconsider the move and to grant them exemptions.
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The Central Bank has been under fire for collaborating with the junta since the February
2021 coup, issuing multiple directives that have made it increasingly difficult for Myanmar
civilians to access their own funds.

Four days after the financial institution’s April 3 order was made public, the Yangon Region
Military Command—which answers to the shadow National Unity Government—claimed
responsibility for the shooting of the Central Bank’s deputy governor in her Yangon home.
Than Than Swe, 55, survived the assassination attempt, Myanmar Now was able to confirm.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-announces-limited-exemptions-for-foreign-
currency-exchange-order

Myanmar Junta Chief Excluded From US-ASEAN Special Summit
By THE IRRAWADDY | 22 April 2022

Washington will exclude Myanmar junta leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing from its
special summit with leaders of Southeast Asian nations, because the regime has failed to
make progress on a peace plan and has continued to escalate violence against the Myanmar
people.

United States President Joe Biden will host the leaders of member countries of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) in Washington on May 12 and 13 for a US-
ASEAN Special Summit to demonstrate the US’s enduring commitment to the regional bloc,
according to the White House.

While Myanmar is an ASEAN member, a US State Department spokesperson told The
Irrawaddy that Washington supports ASEAN’s decision to invite non-political
representatives from Myanmar to high-level ASEAN events in the absence of progress on
the Five-Point Consensus agreed by Myanmar and ASEAN last year. That means that junta
boss Min Aung Hlaing will be barred from attending the summit.

Myanmar has been in turmoil since last year’s coup. Since then, over 1,700 civilians have
been killed, mostly for resisting the military regime.

In the aftermath of the coup and the junta’s brutal crackdowns on anti-regime protesters,

ASEAN adopted a peace plan — the Five-Point Consensus — that urged an immediate end to
violence in Myanmar. However, the junta has failed to honor the plan and since then only

non-political representatives from Myanmar have been invited to ASEAN meetings.

Min Aung Hlaing was excluded from the regional summit in October last year, prompting a
furious response from the regime, while the junta’s foreign minister Wunna Maung Lwin
was sidelined from ASEAN’s meeting this February.

“As we plan for the US-ASEAN Special Summit, we will continue to follow ASEAN’s standard.
The regime has failed to make progress on ASEAN’s Five-Point Consensus and continues to
escalate the violence against the people of Burma,” the State Department spokesperson
said, referring to Myanmar by its former name.
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She added that the US will continue to promote accountability for the coup and the horrific
violence, while pressing the regime to cease the violence, release all those unjustly
detained, and allow unhindered humanitarian access to Myanmar.

When asked if Washington has any plans to invite members of Myanmar’s shadow National
Unity Government (NUG) to the meeting, the spokesperson said: “We will also continue to
support the NUG and all those working peacefully to restore Burma’s path to democracy.”

On Tuesday, regime spokesperson Major General Zaw Min Tun told Radio Free Asia’s
Burmese Service that the junta will not send any representative to the US-ASEAN summit
next month if only a “non-political appointee is invited”.

The White House said that the Special Summit in May will demonstrate the United States
enduring commitment to ASEAN, recognizing its central role in delivering sustainable
solutions to the region’s most pressing challenges, and commemorate 45 years of US-ASEAN
relations.

It will build on President Biden’s participation in the October 2021 US-ASEAN Summit, which
saw the President announce US$102 million in new initiatives to expand US engagement
with ASEAN on COVID-19 recovery and health security, fight the climate crisis, stimulate
broad-based economic growth, promote gender equality, and deepen people-to-people
ties.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-chief-excluded-from-us-asean-
special-summit.html

Opinion: The time for Norway to investigate the Telenor Myanmar sale is now

As Telenor’s majority stakeholder, the Norwegian government must pursue accountability
for any breaches of sanctions or international law

Felicity Gerry / Daye Gang | Published on Apr 22, 2022

A Telenor logo at a shop in the central station in downtown
Gothenburg, Sweden in 2013 (EPA)

Telenor Group’s Asia head Jgrgen C. Arentz Rostrup wrote in the
Norwegian press earlier this month that the company’s decision to
leave Myanmar was one made “with a heavy heart.”

It is a sentiment which, sadly, misses the point.

Telenor recently sold their Myanmar subsidiary to the Lebanon-based M1 Group—a
package which included years of sensitive customer data—with the knowledge that M1 has
ties with the military and that Telenor’s actions may be in breach of regional sanctions as
well as business and human rights commitments.

At the request of the Australian Centre for International Justice, we provided legal guidance
concerning these proceedings in a legal memo to enable the Netherlands-based Centre for
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Research on Multinational Corporations (SOMO) to call upon both Telenor and M1 to
acknowledge their responsibilities to both employees and customers in Myanmar.

M1 has so far been silent. Rostrup has tried to minimise Telenor’s role and obligations. That
is why it is now imperative that the Norwegian government investigate whether Telenor has
prioritised finances over people, and hold the company to account for a decision that has
put millions at risk.

Telenor garnered much accolade for its expansion into Myanmar, which was seen by many
as contributing to a process of democratisation in accordance with the wishes of the people.
Yet ethical and principled investment also must be accompanied by the responsibility to
engage in ethical and principled divestment.

Rostrup has suggested it was not possible for Telenor to withdraw from Myanmar in
accordance with its values and in compliance with human rights principles. This assertion
should not be taken at face value, when the sale still netted more than USS105m—a sum,
which it must be noted, is significantly less than the $782m at which the network was once
estimated to be valued.

No civil society organisation or human rights advocate has denied that foreign companies
operating legitimately and ethically in Myanmar have needed to make difficult operational
choices since the coup in February 2021.

Demands issued by civil society within this complex matrix include calls for responsible
disengagement, which involves complying with human rights responsibilities under the UN
Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights, Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD) Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises, sanctions regimes, and
other applicable international law.

If selling Telenor Myanmar was the only option, as Rostrup suggests, why sell more than
seven years’ worth of customer metadata, especially if such a sale is in violation of both
sanctions and of the very human rights principles Telenor purports to uphold?

Telenor was aware at the time of sale that M1 would transfer 80 percent of its ownership to
Myanmar military-linked firm Shwe Byain Phyu. Rather than consider the legal implications
of such a sale, Rostrup has instead focused criticism on activists who have objected to the
move, suggesting that there was no alternative. In fact, certain clear alternatives—including
retaining past data—do not appear to have been fully explored.

SOMO, through their publication of our legal memo, called for Telenor to be transparent
about the due diligence it had undertaken concerning the purchasers of its Myanmar unit. It
seems remarkable that Telenor is now citing corporate “survival” instead of giving full and
public consideration to their human rights impacts and responsibilities.

Telenor’s public disclosures also leave much to be desired. Telenor has only said it screened
Shwe Byain Phyu for sanctions and has remained silent on human rights due diligence.

Before making a decision on the sale, it was incumbent on Telenor to at least assess risks
pursuant to Principle 4 of the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights: this
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would have exposed liabilities created before the sale, as well as responsibilities over the
sale, and potentially for the facilitation of such abuses in the future.

Myanmar’s National Unity Government (NUG), its citizens, as well as Telenor Myanmar’s
employees and 18m customers, deserve to know why Telenor is not being transparent
about such issues and what Telenor may already know. It may be that some of the $105m
could or should be retained for the benefit of customers and employees who have suffered
whilst Telenor had holdings in Myanmar or who will suffer in the future as a result of the
sale.

Importantly, Telenor’s majority shareholder is the Norwegian state itself. The sale is
therefore not solely a matter for the Telenor Board of Directors. UN Guiding Principles and
OECD guidelines only function if states and corporates are both engaged, particularly where
an entity functions because of both.

Our legal memo, setting out potential international legal issues arising from this sale to
these particular companies, cited correspondence from Telenor employees and from the
NUG asking that Telenor reconsider its choice of purchasers. This memorandum was
addressed directly to the CEOs of Telenor Group and Telenor Myanmar respectively, as well
as to the Norwegian Minister for Trade and Industry who exercises the majority shareholder
powers of the Norwegian state.

By now, none of the major stakeholders can say Telenor or the Norwegian government
were unaware of M1’s human rights record and Shwe Byain Phyu’s links to the military that
carried out last year’s coup.

Telenor and the Norwegian government risk giving legitimacy to the repression and
crackdowns carried out by this same military. In dismissing requests for consultation with
the NUG as a “parallel reality”, they fail to give dignity to the human rights obligations they
profess to respect.

The speed of the sale and Telenor’s defensive media campaign at the very least suggest a
hasty withdrawal based on pragmatism and profit rather than on people and principle. It is
now the responsibility of the Norwegian government to investigate the sales process,
ensure Telenor provides available remedies for victims, and pursue accountability for any
breaches of sanctions or international law.

Doctor Felicity Gerry QC is Counsel on the list at the International Criminal Court and at the
Bar of England and Wales and Victoria, Australia. Daye Gang is Counsel at the Victorian Bar
in Australia.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/opinion-the-time-for-norway-to-investigate-the-
telenor-myanmar-sale-is-now
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