PEACE Info (April 12, 2022)

Junta soldiers detain woman along with her son on his third birthday
Forty junta soldiers killed in Sunday clashes in southeastern Myanmar
Military continues arson campaign throughout central Myanmar
Gold Mining Contaminates Villager’s Water In Kachin State
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Junta soldiers detain woman along with her son on his third birthday

After blindfolding Ma Wai and taking her away, troops arrived at her son’s kindergarten to
take him too

Wathone Nyein Aye | Published on Apr 12, 2022

Ma Wai and her son Thant Hpone Waiyan were kidnapped by
junta soldiers last week. The photo is altered for privacy
reason (Supplied)

Ma Wai, a 35-year-old single mother, was in an especially

: good mood on the morning of April 5 as she prepared to
send packages of chicken and rice to her son’s kindergarten
to celebrate his third birthday.

Then a group of soldiers arrived at her home on Mahar Thukhita street in Yangon’s Insein
Township.

Her brother, 30, and elderly parents, both in their 70s, received the news shortly after the
troops blindfolded Ma Wai and took her away. Having heard multiple stories of the junta
targeting the family members of anti-coup protesters, they decided to go into hiding.

But they never imagined the soldiers would be so cruel as to take Ma Wai’s young son.

They calculated that it would be safer to leave Thant Hpone Waiyan at the Best Choice
Kindergarten with his teachers and friends. But troops arrived shortly after taking Ma Wai to
kidnap the toddler too, a relative who would like to remain anonymous told Myanmar

Now.

“It doesn’t make sense,” the relative said. “They’d already taken the mother. There was no
reason for them to take the child as well.”

Friends of the family speculated that the soldiers took the boy in order to psychologically
torment Ma Wai as a means of extracting information from her. The whereabouts and
status of the two are unknown.

Thant Hpone Waiyan was Ma Wai’s only son. As well as caring for him, she had the role of
breadwinner in her family and ran her own small ecommerce business. Ma Wai has worked
to make money for her family since she was just 10 years old, when she would sell food.

After her husband left her while she was pregnant with Thant Hpone Waiyan, she took out
loans to support her family.

“She had been making money for her parents and her brother. Even when she was married,
she let her husband stay home while she went out to work. She’s such a bright and honest
woman who can’t stand injustice,” said the relative.

“The family has now lost the person they rely on the most and the child they love the most.
Everyone’s shaken to the core,” he added.
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Myanmar Now was unable to contact Ma Wai’s parents or brother for comment. Their
names have been withheld for their security. None of Ma Wai’s family members are
politically active. Her father used to work as a driver.

Ma Wai, a graduate of the Yangon Technological University, has never sided with a political
party, but after last year’s coup she was so angered by the military’s actions that she joined
street protests.

“She wasn’t a fan of any political parties but she took part in the protests solely because it
was unfair and she just couldn’t stand by and watch,” said a friend of Ma Wai’s.

Ma Wai’s relatives have received no information about her or her son since they were
taken, and they dare not come out of hiding in search of her for fear of being detained
themselves.

“The family doesn’t dare to follow her as there’s a risk that the military would arrest the
family as well,” said the friend. “It’s hard as her parents are both very old now. They’re in a
very tight situation.”

The junta has denied kidnapping Ma Wai’s son. Military spokesperson Zaw Min Tun told
Radio Free Asia on April 7 that reports of Thant Hpone Waiyan’s detention were
“nonsense”.

“We haven’t arrested any child.,” he told the broadcaster. “There was absolutely no such
incident.”

In January Zaw Min Tun admitted the junta had detained some children “out of necessity”.

Since seizing power in last year’s coup, the junta’s forces have killed 132 children and
detained another 216, two of whom are facing death sentences, according to figures from
the underground National Unity Government (NUG).

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-soldiers-detain-woman-along-with-her-son-
on-his-third-birthday

Forty junta soldiers killed in Sunday clashes in southeastern Myanmar

The Myanmar military bombed the town of Lay Kay Kaw with fighters jets and fired
artillery shells during the fighting

Nyein Swe | Published on Apr 12, 2022

Resistance fighters seen during Sunday’s battle in Lay Kay
Kaw (PVTV)

A coalition of anti-junta forces killed 40 Myanmar military
soldiers during a day of intense fighting in the Karen State
town of Lay Kay Kaw on Sunday, the National Unity
Government (NUG) has said.
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Fighting broke out at around 2am, when some 300 junta troops clashed with the armed
wing of the Karen National Union (KNU), which fought alongside a local resistance group
called the Cobra Column.

The junta’s forces bombed the area at least 20 times with two fighter jets, destroying
civilian homes in the town’s Ward 6, according to resistance fighters who shared photos and
videos of the damage.

A junta artillery unit stationed on a hill to the south of the
town also fired shells at the neighbourhood. The exact extent
of the damage is not known. Fighting continued until 6pm on
Sunday, the Cobra Column said in a statement.

Resistance fighters found the dead bodies of 12 junta soldiers,
including officers, the statement added. The group released
photos that showed the remains of several houses destroyed
by the military’s artillery shells and bombs.

MYANMAR

“They’ve been opening fire from the aircrafts continuously.
They also dropped bombs. We can now see clearly that the
military is targeting civilian houses,” said a spokesperson for
the Cobra Column.

Fighting first broke out in Lay Kay Kaw in December last year
after junta forces raided the town and made dozens of
arrests. The KNU-controlled town had been seen as a haven
for anti-coup activists who fled other parts of Myanmar to avoid being captured.

Several civilians have been killed and thousands displaced since then. There were no
confirmed civilian casualties from Sunday’s violence at the time of reporting.

Two 18-year-old resistance fighters named Maw Kun Thit and Aung Min Khant were killed
on Sunday, while four other anti-junta fighters were injured, the Cobra Column
spokesperson said.

Captured junta soldier Captain Tin Lin Khaing sits
in front of weapons seized by the KNLA on Sunday
(PVTV)

As well as killing 40 junta soldiers, the resistance
fighters also captured a captain named Tin Lin
Khaing from Light Infantry Division 44 and seized
six machine guns, an RPG launcher, and several
magazines of bullets, the NUG’s statement said.

A Myanmar military defector named Major Tin Lin
Aung fought alongside the resistance on Sunday and helped fire 81mm heavy artillery shells
at the junta’s forces, the Cobra Column statement said.
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Tin Lin Aung deserted his post at Light Infantry Battalion 585 on March 25 and turned
himself in to the KNU.

Pado Saw Taw Nee, a KNU spokesperson, said on Sunday that it was difficult to verify the
exact details of the latest clash. “We told the military to withdraw but they sent more
reinforcements and fighter jets, resulting in the continuation of the battle,” he said.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/forty-junta-soldiers-killed-in-sunday-clashes-in-
southeastern-myanmar

Military continues arson campaign throughout central Myanmar

Residents across Magway, Mandalay and Sagaing say the junta’s forces torched hundreds
of homes in a matter of days and killed at least two civilians

Moe Oo / Zaw Ye Thwe | Published on Apr 12, 2022

Locals in Sagaing’s Pale Township protest against the
military while holding parts of buildings destroyed by
the junta’s armed forces (Pale People Strike
Committee)

During the first week in April, the Myanmar army set
4 fire to and destroyed hundreds of homes in eight

¢° . townships across Magway, Mandalay and Sagaing
regions, according to local sources across the three regions.

The rampage across central Myanmar took place from April 2-7, they said, but attacks on
communities in the region have been occurring daily for months.

As of April 1, a total of nearly 8,000 civilian homes have been destroyed by the junta’s forces
nationwide in the 14 months since the February 2021 coup, according to Data for Myanmar,
which is compiling information on military raids. Most of these homes have been in Magway
and Sagaing, followed by neighbouring Chin State.

The military council denies responsibility for the arson, and has repeatedly blamed anti-
junta resistance forces for perpetrating the crimes.

Magway Region

Three residents of Magway’s Pakokku District confirmed to Myanmar Now that five villages
in total, including one Pakkoku Township, as well as one each in Seikphyu and Yesagyo and
two in Pauk, were terrorised by the junta’s forces during the period in question.

In Pakokku Township, the community of Myit Phyar was targeted, they said.

“First, the military dropped bombs from aircrafts before the column on the ground fired
heavy artillery shells at the village,” one of the men explained. “[Myit Phyar] was already
empty, so they entered the village and torched the houses, one after another.”
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Another local from Myit Phyar speculated that the attacks were related to the reported
escape of a resistance fighter from the People’s Defence Force (PDF) who had been
captured by junta troops in the area.

“They came to our village in three military trucks to look for the missing PDF member and
started torching our village for no reason at all,” he told Myanmar Now.

The photos and videos seen by Myanmar Now indicate that the affected houses were
completely reduced to ashes, with only remnants of roofing and cement left behind.

The number of civilians displaced by the assaults in Pakokku District was not known at the
time of reporting.

Mandalay Region

A junta convoy of some 13 trucks attacked the village of Kin in Mandalay’s Madaya
Township on April 7, torching some five houses, a resident of the community told Myanmar
Now.

An officer in the township’s anti-junta defence force claimed that members of the Pyu Saw
Htee militia network accompanied the soldiers and instructed them regarding which homes
to burn.

A house in Kin village that was destroyed by the
military and is seen on April 9 (Supplied)

“The soldiers didn’t even know which house
belonged to whom. The Pyu Saw Htee members
pointed at the houses, the owners of which were
either the people they didn’t like or their business
rivals,” he said. “Only then did the soldiers start
torching the houses.”

At the time of the April 7 raid on Kin, locals said that some 20 villagers were taken and
interrogated by junta troops. Among them were Kyaw Soe, 50, and Yarzar Min, 29, whose
bodies were reportedly found on Monday inside the burned remains of one of the five
torched homes.

The military column left the village on the evening of April 8, with residents assuming that
the two missing men had been taken hostage by the exiting soldiers. Their bodies were
discovered in the burned home three days later.

“The homeowners couldn’t come back to the village, so we couldn’t do anything for their

houses. We just had to leave them as they were. The locals started looking around as foul
smells started coming out of that house,” a resident of Kin said, explaining how the bodies
of the two slain men were discovered.

The military had reportedly come to Kin to investigate the death of a novice monk known as
Soe, who was shot dead earlier this month by unidentified forces after he was accused of
being a military informant.
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Soon after, another monk from the village, Pyinar Wuntha, who ran a monastic school in
Kin, died in junta custody within one day of his arrest on April 3. His body was turned over
to the Madaya morgue the following morning.

The military has killed at least 20 people in Madaya Township in the 14 months since the
February 2021 coup, the resident who spoke to Myanmar Now said.

Myanmar Now is unable to independently verify the reports of raids, interrogation and
murder in Kin village.

Sagaing Region

Junta troops burned some 67 homes in the village of Shauk Khar in Sagaing’s Ayadaw
Township following a clash between the Myanmar army and local defence forces in the area
last week, a resident of Shauk Khar said.

“The resistance forces only shot back in order to provide cover and buy time for the villagers
to escape,” he explained, recalling the battle. “But the military started firing heavy artillery
shells shortly after that, forcing the defence forces to withdraw. Then, the military started
torching the village.”

He said that a 25-year-old man was killed and a 60-year-old woman were injured during the
fighting. Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify the claim.

Ultimately, the junta troops withdrew when defence forces started attacking them with
drones as they looted and destroyed homes in Shauk Khar, he said.

In Sagaing’s Wetlet Township, soldiers reportedly set fire to and destroyed almost the entire
1,000-household village of Ywar Nang on April 7.

Ngar Tin Gyi village in Khin-U, which is home to nearly 600 households, is said to have faced
a similar fate four days earlier.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/military-continues-arson-campaign-throughout-
central-myanmar

Gold Mining Contaminates Villager’s Water In Kachin State

KNG | 12th April 2022

Nam San Village google map

Residents of a village in Kachin State have told
KNG that their water source has become
discoloured after large-scale gold mining took
place nearby following the military coup in
Burma over a year ago.

”Since the gold mining started, it’s been very difficult to get clean water in our village. The
water has become dirty and we’re facing drought,” a man from Nam Sam Yang said, on
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condition of anonymity. He said they have to fetch clean water a mile away from the mine
block site by motorbike or other vehicle.

Another villager, who also asked that his name not be published, said the authorities have
failed to protect the environment and that their negligence has brought suffering to local
people. “Although we don’t want anyone mining gold near our village, investors are buying
up the gold mining blocks next to us. We don’t want to sell our land, but we’ve no other
choice,” he told KNG.

Last December, the Kachin Independence Organisation (KIO) stopped all gold mining in their
area. Nam Sam Yang is near Laiza, the de facto headquarters of the KIO, but the village is
also close to a Burma Army (BA) camp.

The residents only returned in 2019, after fleeing fighting between the KIO’s armed wing,
the Kachin Independence Army, and BA in 2011.

Before the coup, miners extracted the gold using traditional methods that had far less
impact on the environment, but military-linked companies have brought in large earth-
moving machines that are destroying the land and water.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/04/12/gold-mining-contaminates-villagers-water-in-kachin-

state/
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