PEACE Info (April 11, 2022)

Myanmar junta accused of murdering children
Anti-junta forces kill 253 people in Yangon in seven-month offensive
Myanmar’s military reportedly suffers heaviest casualties since coup
UWSA-RCSS CONFLICT: Pure proxy war or autocracy versus democracy conflict?
Myanmar army launches air strikes against rebels near Thai border
Central Bank’s foreign currency control damages import and export industries
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Myanmar junta accused of murdering children

By Mizzima | 10 April 2022

Myanmar soldiers stand guard on a road
amid demonstrations against the military
coup in Naypyidaw. Photo: AFP

Campaign group Progressive Voice has drawn
attention to how the junta has been abusing
children and called for the international
community to “wake up and pivot away from
a ‘business as usual’ [attitude] towards the
military junta”.

The group has also called for more action to help children from the international
community, particularly the UN and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

Since 1 February 2021, the military junta has killed at least 100 children according to the UN
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, Tom Andrews, during his
report to the Human Rights Council on 21 March 2022, but others like the Media Monitoring
Committee have the numbers as high as 239, including a shocking 47 killed in March 2022
alone.

Horrifyingly, these killings are increasing, including at least 10 children who were killed by
the junta in the space of a week at the beginning of March.

More and more children are being murdered due to airstrikes and shelling, particularly in
Myanmar’s central regions of Magwe and Sagaing and ethnic areas of Karen, Karenni and
Chin States.

On 22 March, an eight-year-old boy was killed and several others were injured, including a
teenage girl by relentless artillery shelling by the Myanmar military on civilians in Htan Be
Hla Village in Ye-U Township, Sagaing Region.

In the early days of the protest movement against the failed coup, children were killed on
sight, playing in the street or in their houses - such as 6-year-old Khin Myo Chit, killed in her
father’s arms inside her home in Mandalay Region and 13-year-old Sal Wal Yan shot in the
back of the head running away from junta soldiers while playing in a Yangon street, and
whose body was taken and desecrated in an attempt to conceal the crime.

Since then, the junta has perpetrated savage massacres of civilians, such as the Christmas
Eve Massacre in Hpruso Township, Karenni State, where the junta massacred and burned at
least 42 civilians, including at least three children and two Save the Children staff. Horrific
killings like these still continue. For instance, in late March two boys (six-years-old and eight-
years-old) were shot and killed inside a car during a clash between the Myanmar military
and the Karen National Liberation Army.
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According to Progressive Voice these savage acts are nothing new. For decades, the
Myanmar military has terrorized ethnic communities indiscriminately killing children,
notably in Karen, Kachin, Shan, Chin, Karenni and Rakhine States.

Local civil society organizations, UN mandate holders and the UN Human Rights Council
mandated Independent International Fact-finding Mission on Myanmar and Independent
Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar have provided the international community with
ample evidence of atrocity crimes committed by the Myanmar military. Yet, To date, not a
single perpetrator within the Myanmar military has been brought to justice.

Amidst the ongoing inhumane violence, children and young people are being arbitrarily
detained in increasing numbers.

The National Unity Government (NUG)’s Minister of Women, Youths and Children, Naw
Susanna Hla Hla Soe says that at least 287 children have been detained by the junta since 1
February, 2021. She explains to the Guardian that “When they could not find the people,
they arrested the children as a ransom. They also ask the activist to come and be arrested so
that this child will be released.”

According to Progressive Voice one such case of this is that of Su Myat Zaw, three-years-old,
who has been held in detention at Insein Prison with her mother, Tin May Oo and
grandmother Daw Kathy, for over a year, after her father was suspected of participating in
the Civil Disobedience Movement. Tin May Oo and Daw Kathy were both handed three-year
prison sentences last week, on bogus charges under section 505a of the Penal Code. They
are still in prison with Su Myat Zaw, while Tin May Oo’s other five children are not in prison.

Last week an 11-year-old Moe Lun was abducted, beaten and tortured in Mandalay by junta
soldiers who suspected Moe Lun of being a People’s Defence Force member.

Myanmar’s children and youth are also unlawfully being given hefty sentences, including the
death penalty. A total of 110 people including two children and many young people, have
been unlawfully sentenced to death for minor acts, such as being in protests or conducting
pro-democracy activities, deemed by the junta as “terrorism”.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-junta-accused-murdering-children

Anti-junta forces kill 253 people in Yangon in seven-month offensive
By Mizzima |

A total of 253 people, including the vice-governor of the Myanmar Central Bank, have been
killed over the last seven months as part of the Pyan Hlwar Aung offensive against the junta,
according to a Yangon PDF Central Command report.

From 7 September 2021 to 7 April 2022, approximately 1,128 targets, including
administrations and businesses working for the military junta, were hit according to the
report.
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Of those, 76 administrative targets, 104 military targets, and 26 businesses were in the West
Yangon District; 96 administrative targets, 102 military targets, and 24 businesses were in
South Yangon District; and 132 administrative targets, 185 military targets, and 25
businesses were in North Yangon District.

The Pyan Hlwar Aung or “Victorious Swallow” was a seven-month offensive in Yangon that
was launched on 7 September after the National Unity Government (NUG) government
declared war on the junta.

During those operations, 235 people, including Than Than Swe, a vice-president of the
Myanmar Central Bank who was appointed by the military council, were killed and nearly
300 people working for the Military Council were injured.

Than Than Swe was the highest-ranking official to be killed in the Pyan Hlwar Aung
offensive. According to the Yangon PDF her shooting on 7 April was the last action of the
Pyan Hlwar Aung offensive.

The Yangon PDF Central Command also used the statement to announce a new offensive
saying: “In order to root out the military dictatorships, a new military operation strategy has
begun for the unfinished revolution.”

An Information and psychological warfare officer from Yangon PDF said: “Currently, we do
not know what new military operations we will carry out. The public will find out later. The
military junta has a lot of work to do to protect their staff and keep them safe. They will
surely be shocked by this statement we have issued. We are going to take more serious
action against them.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/anti-junta-forces-kill-253-people-yangon-seven-month-
offensive

Myanmar’s military reportedly suffers heaviest casualties since coup

Troops attempted to take the town of Lay Kay Kaw in Kayin state but were held off by anti-
junta forces.

By RFA’s Myanmar Service | 2022.04.11

{‘“Q KNLA fighters pose with weapons

: confiscated from the military during the
battle of Lay Kay Kaw, April 10, 2022. KNLA
Cobra Column

Heavy fighting between junta troops and a
joint force of ethnic fighters and
prodemocracy paramilitaries in
Myanmar’s Kayin state resulted in the

z , A
largest number of casualties the military has suffered in clashes since it seized power last
year, according to sources.
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Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and anti-junta People’s Defense Force (PDF)
fighters squared off with the military on Sunday after some 45 soldiers from the 207th
Battalion, led by Maj. Thet Naing Oo of the 44th Division, approached the town of Lay Kay
Kaw near the border with Thailand at around 2 a.m. on Sunday.

The KNLA’s Cobra Column reported that the junta forces began the attack at 5 a.m. with
40 mm guns, supported by heavy artillery fire from Swei Daw Hill and nearby Let Khat
Taung township, as well as airstrikes. It said that by the time the fighting was done at
around 11 p.m. on Sunday, the military had retreated, leaving 12 soldiers dead.

Padoh Saw Tawney, the foreign affairs officer of the Karen National Union (KNU), told
RFA’s Myanmar Service that the military suffered its worst casualties since its Feb. 1,
2021, coup.

“There weren’t many of them, only about 40 or 50. We could say we wiped out the entire
military column,” he said.

“They lost their commanding officer. One officer with three stars, the rank of a company
commander, surrendered. We also seized a total of nine firearms and a lot of
ammunition. And we lost two soldiers from our side.”

Padoh Saw Tawney said that the commanding officer, Maj. Thet Naing Oo, was killed in
the fighting and that the company commander, Capt. Tin Lin Naing, “will be dealt with in
accordance with the KNU’s code of conduct for prisoners of war.”

RFA was not able to independently confirm the number of casualties in the fighting.

Hpa-Tarah, the mayor of Lay Kay Kaw, said two military jets dropped “at least 16 bombs”
in a bid to take control of the town.

“The fighting began at about 5 a.m. and ended at about 11 p.m., and then jet fighters
flew in and bombed the area about 15 times between 11 p.m. and 2 p.m. [on Monday].
Two jets at a time — it was frightful,” he said.

“Their artillery units from the hills also shelled us. About 50 or 60 rounds. The shelling
finally stopped at about 5 p.m. [on Monday].”

Residents of five villages in the area fled their homes because of the airstrikes on Sunday
night, he said.

The airstrikes damaged about 30 houses and a school in Lay Kay Kaw, and burned down
five houses, according to residents.

KNLA Cobra Column spokesman Myo Thura Ko Ko told RFA that the military might have
used “chemical bombs” in the airstrikes.

“After the bombing raids, there was a strange smell,” he said. “Some of our comrades
said it was kind of a sweet smell and some yellow dust was seen floating in the air. Some
of them suffered from spells of dizziness.”
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Attempts by RFA to contact junta Deputy Information Minister Zaw Min Tun for comment
on the fighting went unanswered Monday.

A school destroyed by a military airstrike in Lay Kay
Kaw, April 11, 2022. Credit: KNLA Cobra
ColumnRefugees face food shortage

An aid worker, who spoke on condition of
anonymity, told RFA that thousands of residents
have been sheltering on Myanmar’s side of the
border since Dec. 15, when fighting first broke
out between the military and anti-junta forces in the region.

“There aren’t many refugees from Lay Kay Kaw on the Thai side,” he said.

“There are about seven [refugee] camps on this side of the border. According to the
latest findings, there are more than 12,000 in seven groups. Along the banks of the Moei
River [which separates Myanmar and Thailand], from Phlu Lay village to Kyauk Khat
village. All spread out.”

Myet Hman, a refugee on the banks of the Moei River, said there were more than 900
people from 600 households in his camp, adding that there is a severe food shortage.

“The problem is that we need food badly. Currently, roads are closed on the Thai side and
aid workers do not dare to come to us from the Myanmar side. Donors cannot come to us
because of several checkpoints,” he said.

“We are in dire need of food. We can only provide about a dozen milk-cans of rice to
each family this month.”

He said the ongoing fighting makes it difficult to estimate when residents will be able to
return to their homes.

KNU officials have reported daily clashes in areas under their administration, including
the townships of Kawkareik and Kya Inn Seik Kyi, and say they are likely to intensify.

A video posted to social media purports to show anti-
junta fighters opening fire on a military outpost on
Yangon's Inya Road, On April 11, 2022. Credit: Citizen
journalist

Yangon resistance

Meanwhile, various armed resistance groups told
RFA on Monday that they had launched a dozen attacks on military-held areas of
Myanmar’s commercial capital Yangon over the past three days.

A fighter with the Free Tiger Rangers said that a bomb exploded at a pro-junta garment
factory in Yangon’s Hlaing Tharyar township at 7:30 p.m. on Sunday, damaging vehicles.
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“The junta wants to show that there is peace and things are normal in Myanmar. The
revolutionary forces cannot let that happen,” said the fighter, who declined to be named.

“The current situation is that we had a military coup, and we will fight the regime in
whatever way we can.”

Separately, a video posted on social media Monday purports to show a group of anti-
junta fighters in a car open fire on a military and police outpost on Yangon’s Inya Road on
Sunday evening, killing a police officer.

Other anti-junta attacks in the Yangon region over the past three days included the killing
of Maj. Kaday Phyo Aung, the Lanmadaw Township’s administration officer, by unknown
gunmen, as well as the killing of two plainclothes soldiers nearby in a separate attack,
although RFA was unable to confirm the information.

Junta spokesman Zaw Min Tun was not available for comment on the attacks.

According to reports by media aligned with the shadow National Unity Government, the
NUG’s Yangon Region Military Command launched an operation to attack junta targets in
the city beginning on April 8.

A resistance group known as the United Alliances announced a similar offensive a day
earlier.

Anti-junta forces recently announced that they plan to launch attacks on the military
during the Thingyan water festival, which begins on April 13 and culminates in the
Burmese New Year three days later. They have warned members of the public to stay
away from the traditional Thingyan pandals set up for performances and water-spraying
stations during the festivities.

Since Feb. 1, 2021, authorities have killed 1,741 civilians and arrested more than 10,100,
mostly during peaceful anti-junta protests, according to Thailand’s Assistance Association
for Political Prisoners.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/casualties-04112022201052.html

UWSA-RCSS CONFLICT: Pure proxy war or autocracy versus democracy conflict?
By Sai Wansai - April 10, 2022

Mong Hta Sub-township, the place UWSA and RCSS

E fighting 5 April
: ® AR On April 5 clashes broke out between the United
Wa State Army (UWSA) and Restoration Council of
O . Shan State (RCSS) near Thai-Shan border between

Mong Hsat and Mong Ton, west of Tachilek in Mong
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Hta area, eastern Shan State at around 11 am, killing one UWSA member and five RCSS
members.

However, the incidence was portrayed by UWSA and RCSS quite differently. Each blaming
the others for the outbreak of armed clashes.

According to the UWSA, some 20 RCSS troops stormed a camp of UWSA manned by 18 of its
soldiers in Mong Hta area, killing one and wounding four of its troopers, while five of the
RCSS soldiers were also killed in action.

“They trespassed into our territory. We politely told them to withdraw. But they fired on
one of our reconnaissance scouts. There were more than 20 of them. We had an exchange
of fire and five of them were killed. We seized weapons, including M16s, M4s and machine
guns,” according to Liaison officer San Pi of the southern UWSA, reported The Irrawaddy.

But according to Shan News, on April 5 the UWSA troops attacked RCSS troops in Mong Hta
twice.

“At about 10 am the Wa started the offensive. The armed clashes lasted for about half an
hour. Later another clash occurred again after 1 pm, resulting in two clashes within a day,”
according to a Mong Hta local male relaying the incidence.

“Because of the Wa troops offensive there were armed clashes. From our side we lost 5
soldiers and some weapons and ammunition. Many Wa were also said to be killed but the
details are still not yet known,” according to a high-ranking officer from RCSS who doesn’t
want to be named told Shan News.

The RCSS has to withdraw from the northern Shan State at the end of 2021 and beginning of
2022 due to the onslaught of the Shan State Progress Party (SSPP), Ta’ang National
Liberation Army (TNLA) and UWSA combined alliance force attacks. But the alliance pushed
further into southern Shan State which resulted into the further south withdrawal of the
RCSS to Thai border from territories in Loilem District, namely Mong Kung, Lai-Hka, Kyethi
(Khesi) townships and Panglong Sub township, and from Taunggyi District of Lawkswak
Township.

Shan news sources and RCSS insiders note that while the RCSS has dismantled many military
garrisons and outposts in the north and south of Shan State, many of its members and
functionaries are still in the areas, indicating they might be lying low and mingling with the
local population as they are recruits from the respective local areas.

Reportedly, RCSS has said to have asked the Tatmadaw to stop the alliance force not to push
further south, although if such request was really been made is unclear and cannot be
verified. And at the same time, the RCSS is said to be gearing up to retake its lost grounds in
southern Shan State, which is likely prompted the UWSA southern forces to try and disrupt
by taking on the RCSS, observers speculated.

Tatmadaw reinforcing in southern Shan State
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Meanwhile, the Burma Army or Tatmadaw is said to be reinforcing its troops in Lawksawk
Township, according to the Shan News of April 8.

SAC Helicopter landing at Ayetharyar 8 April 2022

Following the failed discussion between the
Tatmadaw and SSPP on March 30 concerning the
former demand of the latter to withdraw from
southern Shan State taken over from the RCSS,
Tatmadaw has reinforced its deployment in
Lawkswak, southern Shan State, with four jet

fighters to Bahtoo garrison.

“The day before yesterday two and yesterday another two altogether four jet fighters are
now stationed in Bahtoo garrision. In addition reconnaissance flights twice a day are being
conducted sometimes in the direction of Pekon and sometimes near the SSPP and its allied
force locations,” said a local male from Lawkswak Township, Intaw Town to Shan News.

China endorsed Burmese junta rule

On April 1, China said that it will support Myanmar’s military government “no matter how
the situation changes” in the country over the coming months and years.

Wunna Maung Lwin Foreign Minister of the junta
went to China last week on a working visit at the
invitation of state councilor and foreign affairs
minister Wang Yi

Wunna Maung Lwin, Foreign Minister of the junta
went to China last week on a “working visit” at the
invitation of state councilor and foreign affairs
minister Wang Yi.

The Chinese Foreign Minister told his Myanmar
counterpart Wunna Maung Lwin that Beijing “has always placed Myanmar in an important
position in its neighborly diplomacy” and wants to “deepen exchanges and cooperation.”

After the meeting, Wang Yi and Wunna Maung Lwin inaugurated the new “Myanmar”
consulate in Chongging as a sign of greater diplomatic cooperation between the junta and
China, according to Frontier Myanmar.

Chinese press release issued after the visit states that “[n]Jo matter how the situation
changes, China will always support Myanmar in safeguarding sovereignty, independence
and territorial integrity and exploring a development path.”

“China hoped the junta would help solve ASEAN’s issues with China over the South China
Sea —in other words, that the junta will take China’s side and (like Cambodia has in the past)
stonewall any efforts by ASEAN to push back against Beijing’s increasing domination of the
contested waters,” writes an analysis in Council on Foreign Relations, on April 4.
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The piece in its conclusion also points out, “As with Putin, Beijing no longer seems to care at
all about how it is perceived regionally or internationally, and instead is fully backing
autocrats.”

Analysis

The military situation development in Shan State, particularly the inter-ethnic conflict
between the TNLA/UWSA and RCSS; and brotherly war between SSPP and RCSS are
generally seen as a proxy war to push the RCSS out of northern Shan State, to protect
China’s economic interest in the region.

RCSS

The further southward push driving the RCSS from its
southern Shan State operational areas seems to have
an ambition to contain RCSS to the Thai-Shan border, or
even to annihilate it.

If this is the case, the alliance of SSPP/UWSA may
become more than the proxies to protect China’s
business interest but a bigger scheme of autocracy versus democracy, which until now has
been labeled as Cold-War-like conflict on global scale.

China’s legitimacy endorsement of the junta’s State Administration Council recently may be
a pointer that it is moving in this direction.

SSPP

In that sense the Burmese junta and the seven-
member Federal Political Negotiation and Consultative
Committee (FPNCC) should be under one blanket with
China looking over. But the out of line Kachin
Independence Army (KIA), Arakan Army (AA), TNLA,
and Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) or Kokang, National Democratic
Alliance Army (NDAA) or Mongla, and UWSA each in its own way have their own agenda and
cannot be taken as a solid united alliance within the FPNCC and act in unison.

KIA is actively combating the junta and seems to be near to the junta’s opposition National
Unity Government (NUG); AA has its own agenda of an independent state or confederacy;
TNLA seems accommodating to NUG but wants to be close to UWSA; MNDAA is determined
to regain its Kokang region from the junta’s installed local administration; and Mongla and
UWSA have no intention to be on war-footing with the junta, even if they may be supplying
arms to the other ethnic armed groups fighting the junta.

Besides, the junta is poised to attack the SSPP, also a FPNCC member, if the latter does not
comply to the former demand of withdrawal from southern Shan State territories, which it
has wrestled from the RCSS.
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In short, the Shan State political and military situation is so complex and convoluted, we
won’t be able to determine whether it is just purely a proxy war to safeguard China’s
business interest or it is fast becoming part of global conflict pattern of autocracy versus
democracy.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24840

Myanmar army launches air strikes against rebels near Thai border
PUBLISHED : 11 APR 2022 | WRITER: REUTERS

Members of an ethnic militia in the back of a pickup
patrol a front line area near government military
positions in the Kayin State of Myanmar, on March 9.
(Photo: Adam Dean/ The New York Times)

Myanmar's military conducted air strikes on Sunday
targeting ethnic rebels in Karen state, as fresh fighting
. M broke out for control of the town of Lay Kay Kaw near
the Tha| border accordlng to a spokesman at the rebel group and media reports.

Thousands of residents in Lay Kay Kaw, which is only about 20km from the Thai border, had
already fled fighting in December around the town that has been a refuge for pro-
democracy supporters since the army seized power last year.

A spokesman for the Karen National Union (KNU), which is Myanmar's oldest ethic rebel
group, said the army appeared to be reinforcing the area after Sunday's clashes though he
had not yet received reports of fresh fighting on Monday.

"They haven't retreated at all. They are sending more troops," said KNU spokesman Padoh
Saw Taw Nee, adding the group's forces had killed 45 soldiers and lost two of its own
fighters in Sunday's clashes.

Public Voice Television, which is backed by a shadow government set up since the coup, said
the rebels had detained a captain from the Myanmar army during the fighting. Reuters
could not independently confirm the claims and a spokesman for the military did not answer
calls seeking comment.

Lay Kay Kaw has been largely under the control of the KNU in recent months, but the army
has at times sought to reassert control and fighting broke out last December when troops
tried to arrest people in the town.

Sunday's clashes came after the KNU had tried to push back army troops who had entered
one district, said Padoh Saw Taw Nee. In response, Myanmar's military conducted air
strikes, the rebels and local media reports said.

Residents in Mae Sot, a town on the Thai side of the border said they heard gunfire and
what appeared to be explosions.
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In December, the KNU had called on the international community to establish a no-fly zone
in the area to protect civilians.

Myanmar has been plunged into turmoil since the army ousted a civilian government led by
Aung San Suu Kyi last year, prompting a bloody crackdown of protests by security forces and
the formation of anti-junta militia sometimes allied with ethnic rebels.

https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2293562/myanmar-army-launches-air-
strikes-against-rebels-near-thai-border

Central Bank’s foreign currency control damages import and export industries

By Mizzima |

Staff member of a money exchange center counts US
dollar notes during an exchange, in Yangon, Myanmar.
Photo: EPA

The local import and export industry is being harmed by
new currency control measures that makes banks convert
any foreign currency into Myanmar kyats within one day
of receiving the foreign currency.

The control measures, that were bought in on 4 April by the Central Bank, instruct banks
that hold Authorized Dealer license to convert any foreign currency their account holders
receive (including US dollars) into Myanmar Kyats within one working day of the foreign
currency being deposited because holding foreign currency is now prohibited.

But, while the current exchange rate is over 2000 kyats to one US dollar, the order stipulates
that any deposited dollars must be converted at the rate of 1850 kyats to a dollar. This has
been done because the military junta needs US dollars to fund itself.

This applies to all bank accounts. There will be further announcements if the official
exchange rate changes from 1,850 kyats to the dollar.

This artificially low currency conversion rate would mean that Myanmar Airways
International (MAI) cargo flights would run at a loss, so the company has had suspend that
part of its business. Representatives from MAI and the Central Bank have entered into
negotiations over the topic.

“Logistics businesses also face difficulties due to cargo flights shutting down. If cargo aircraft
are permanently shut down, most people [in the industry] will lose their jobs”, a person
working in the logistics industry said to Mizzima.

“If the exchange rate changes to 1,850 kyats the MAI logistics service will not be profitable
and they will have to shut down their cargo flights. Our small import/export logistics service
will also stop. However, some goods are being loaded onto passenger flights and relief
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flights. Howecver, because the junta has allowed people to travel [by air] again seats are
fully booked until 26 April [leaving less room in the hold for cargo].”

According to a statement by the Central Bank of Myanmar purchases made with foreign
currency, such as payments for imports, services, foreign investments, repayment of foreign
loans and interest payments will need permission from the Foreign Exchange Supervisory
Committee before they can be carried out.

According to 8 April article by Associated Press these new rules have concerned foreign
business organizations in Myanmar. The new rules will reduce foreign investment, force
businesses to shut down and lower Myanmar’s already low standard of living, according to a
joint statement issued by American, British, French, Australian and other commerce
associations.

The vice-chairman of the Central Bank of Myanmar, Than Than Swe, was shot dead at her
home in Bahan Township, Yangon, on 7 April, shortly after the dollar exchange order came
into effect.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/central-banks-foreign-currency-control-damages-import-
and-export-industries
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