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Myanmar’s Civilian Defense Minister Confident of Victory

Girl and elderly woman killed as junta raids continue in northern Myanmar
Regime Reinforcements in Southeastern Myanmar Prompt Clashes With Karen
Fighters

KNDF pushed back from Karenni State’s Daw Ngan Kha Village

Junta forces seize control of strategic road after intense assault on resistance
stronghold

Two helicopters used in fighting near northern Shan State’s Naungcho

As war rages on, many in Myanmar’s resistance risk a grisly death from their weapon
of choice
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Myanmar’s Civilian Defense Minister Confident of Victory
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 March 2022

Myanmar’s parallel defense minister in the National Unity Government (NUG) U Yee Mon
has praised the damage inflicted by the people’s deforces forces (PDFs) on the junta in the
six months since the civilian administration declared war on the regime.

The NUG — formed by elected lawmakers ousted by the coup and their ethnic allies — on
Sept. 9 last year declared a people’s war on the regime, urging all citizens to revolt.

U Yee Mon said in a report that the war had been started to defend civilians from junta
violence using any available weapons. He praised the PDFs for their growing morale, bravery
and intelligence.

“Some of our military goals have been achieved in this initial phase as the PDFs have taken
control of many rural areas ... and have been carrying out guerrilla operations efficiently in
Naypyitaw, Yangon, Mandalay and other cities,” the civilian minister said.

He said the supplies of arms and ammunition were the main weaknesses holding back
operations. U Yee Mon said he is aware of the criticism of the NUG’s efforts to arm the PDFs
adequately.

He said there were many difficulties in the whole process, from finding funds and suppliers
and the distribution and production of weapons.

“So far we have established the armed wing from funds donated by our people, at home
and abroad,” U Yee Mon said.

Unlike Ukraine, which has received international military aid, the civilian minister said no
other country has been provided any material yet.

“However, the minimum requirement for weapons and ammunition will soon be met,” he
said, adding that it would take longer to fully equip all the PDFs.

The civilian Ministry of Defense reported that since September it has received over US$30
million (53 billion kyats) from public donations, 85 percent of which is being used to
purchase and produce arms. Seven percent of funds have been handed to allies working
with the NUG in the war, it stated.

“l am confident we can work strategically to be victorious,” U Yee Mon said.

The NUG minister said the junta has shifted its strategy to targeting civilians to terrorize the
population to deter people from supporting the PDFs.

The junta continues to commit atrocities, including using hostages, arbitrary killings, burning
alive, mass killings, using civilian detainees as human shields, shelling residential areas,
looting and burning houses and sexual violence, especially in Sagaing and Magwe regions
and Chin, Shan, Kayah and Karen states.
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When the junta uses terrorist tactics, the PDFs must try to minimize the damage to civilians
and its forces, U Yee Mon reported.

In the last month, around 2,100 junta troops were killed and over 600 wounded, according
to the NUG.

The Irrawaddy could not independently verify any of the reports.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-civilian-defense-minister-confident-
of-victory.html

Girl and elderly woman killed as junta raids continue in northern Myanmar

Regime forces also torched hundreds of homes in recent days as they targeted civilians
amid ongoing clashes in Sagaing Region

Khin YiYi Zaw / Ko Cho | Published on Mar 14, 2022

Junta forces have destroyed more than
6,700 civilian homes since last year’s coup,
according to independent monitoring
group Data for Myanmar (Supplied)

Junta troops killed a teenage girl and an
elderly woman during an attack on a village
in Sagaing Region’s Taze Township on
Saturday, according to local resistance
sources.

Thae Oo Phyu, 15, died after being shot in the thigh and chest, while the other victim, a 70-
year-old woman who could not be identified at the time of reporting, burned to death after
her home in the village of Sein Sar was set on fire, the sources said.

“The old lady couldn’t run and became trapped inside her house when the military started
torching houses,” a member of a defence force active in the area told Myanmar Now.

Five houses in Sein Char and several others in the neighbouring villages of Chaung Yoe and
Del Yauk were burned down, he said, adding that the attacks occurred after an hour-long
clash between junta troops and resistance fighters that began at around 11am on Saturday.

He also claimed that a number of regime soldiers were killed in the battle, and that five guns
and ammunition had been seized.

Meanwhile, local sources in Pale Township, southwest of Taze, reported the destruction of
around 300 homes in two villages there late last week.
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According to the sources, around 80 soldiers and members
of the military-backed Pyu Saw Htee militia set fire to more
than 250 houses on Thursday and at least 40 more the
next day.

SAGAING

The junta column started to fire on Hnaw Yoe, the first
village to come under attack, with heavy artillery at around
8am on Thursday, a resident told Myanmar Now.

°
TAZE

.
PALE

MYANMAR
“Once they had control of the village, they stationed
themselves there and started torching houses in the
evening,” he said, speaking on condition of anonymity.

According to the man, eight people were arrested during
the raid. Four were released later the same day, and the
other four were freed on Friday evening. Those in the
latter group were severely injured, he said.

The day after the attack on Hnaw Yoe, the junta column
. moved on to Thapyay Aye, another village less than 2km
away.

The regime forces clashed briefly with resistance fighters after entering the village, and later
started setting fire to most of the houses there, according to a member of an anti-regime
group that took part in the fighting.

“The village had more than 40 houses, but now there are only four still standing. Those four
and the monastery are all that’s left,” he said.

Myanmar’s junta has destroyed more than 6,700 civilian homes since seizing power in
February of last year, according to Data for Myanmar, an independent group that monitors
crimes committed by the regime.

More than half of those attacks have been in Sagaing Region, where a total of 3,968 homes
have been destroyed as of March 7, the group’s figures show.

Nationwide, regime forces torched 2,882 houses last month alone and another 592 in the
first week of March, according to the group.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/girl-and-elderly-woman-killed-as-junta-raids-
continue-in-northern-myanmar

Regime Reinforcements in Southeastern Myanmar Prompt Clashes With Karen Fighters
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 March 2022

Myanmar junta troops and the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) clashed last week in
Karen State’s Dupalaya District, according to the Karen National Union (KNU), the political
wing of the KNLA.
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“Fresh clashes erupted on Tuesday and Wednesday in the surrounding area of Lay Kay Kaw.
The regime sent large numbers of reinforcements to the area on Friday,” Padoh Saw Taw
Nee, the KNU’s head of foreign affairs, told The Irrawaddy.

The arrival of military regime reinforcements followed the Dupalaya District KNU asking the
junta to withdraw its troops from the area, where the KNLA’s Brigade 6 is active, he added.

“Far from withdrawing their troops, they have even brought in reinforcements. So fighting is
inevitable. It is their routine to fire artillery when fighting. They fire [artillery] at random
once clashes break out. They don’t even spare monasteries,” said Padoh Saw Taw Nee.

KNU’s letter to South Eastern Command.

omafogmafmdganmopads . .
N On March 7, the Dupalaya District KNU sent a letter to the
e commander of the Myanmar military’s South Eastern
o e ‘ Command, demanding that junta troops withdraw from
S R e L Lay Kay Kaw and southern Kawkareik by March 9.
] Residents of Lay Kay Kaw, the surrounding area and
Bofioet mofoor) spfesatns o o L
e D o southern Kawkareik in Dupalaya District have been unable
Byl o e to return to their homes since being displaced by junta
e e ey e attacks last December, because regime soldiers are
TW@@ . . . . . . .
N deployed in their villages looting and vandalizing their
. properties, said the KNU.
ponunclf
o
R But on March 9, regime forces attacked Lay Kay Kaw and

other areas of the KNLA Brigade 6’s territory with two
planes and also fired artillery, resulting in further clashes between the two sides.

Last Saturday, two cargo trucks were shot at and set on fire on the Myawaddy-Kawkareik
Road killing the drivers. Travelers alleged on social media that junta troops were responsible
for the attacks. Some 100 junta soldiers were seen marching along the Myawaddy-
Kawkareik Road on Saturday morning, according to social media reports.

A 12-wheeled truck on fire on the Myawaddy-Kawkareik Road.

“Four vehicles, two cargo trucks, a passenger bus and a pick-up
truck, were set on fire. My cargo went up in flames. In this chaotic
age, taking risks is inevitable. There are many people who face a
worse fate than me,” said a trader who lost his goods in the
fighting.

The Myawaddy-Kawkareik Road was briefly closed following the
attacks. Travelers have been urged to be cautious while using the
road.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/regime-reinforcements-in-southeastern-
myanmar-prompt-clashes-with-karen-fighters.html
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KNDF pushed back from Karenni State’s Daw Ngan Kha Village

By Mizzima | 14 March 2022

The Karenni Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF)
gave control of Karenni State’s Daw Ngan Kha
Village, in Demoso Township when airstrikes and
rocket attacks on the village by the Military Council
forced them to retreat on 13 March, according to a
KNDF officer.

A KNDF spokesman said: "We were forced to step
back there because of heavy artillery fire.”

Some KNDF fighters were seriously injured in the fighting. However, he said he did not want
to give further details as the fighting was still ongoing.

The fighting, which began on 15 February in Moebye, has spread to other areas and there
has been fierce fighting for almost a month.

On 23 February the KNDF were also forced to give up control of Nang Mae Khon Village in
the western part of Dimawso.

“The Military Council will likely suffer more casualties in the future. They have the
advantages of heavy weapons and airstrikes. On the ground they have had many casualties
and they are growing weak”, the KNDF spokesman added.

There has been ongoing heavy artillery shelling in Demoso Township’s Daw Ngan Kha and
Mya Lae villages since the night of 12 to 13 March.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/kndf-pushed-back-karenni-states-daw-ngan-kha-village

Junta forces seize control of strategic road after intense assault on resistance stronghold

The KNDF withdrew from Daw Ngan Kar under a barrage of missiles, airstrikes and
artillery fire, but have vowed to retake the neighbourhood

Esther) | Published on Mar 14, 2022

Smoke consumes an area of Daw Ngan Khar after
artillery shells exploded on Saturday (KNDF)

The junta’s forces have taken control of a key
neighbourhood along a strategically important road
in Karenni State that leads to Naypyitaw, forcing
resistance fighters to retreat under a barrage of
missiles, airstrikes and artillery fire.
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The Karenni Nationalities Defence Force (KDNF) withdrew from Daw Ngan Khar, which is
just minutes from the centre of the town of Demoso, after coming under attack on
Saturday.

A road linking Demoso to Moebye, a town just north of the border with Shan State, runs
through Daw Ngan Khar and then connects to a route that leads to Myanmar’s capital.

Some 200 soldiers were involved in the assault, according to a spokesperson for the KNDF’s
Battalion 1.

“They fired missiles. There was no way we could defend against a series of missiles. They
also fired 60mm, 80mm, 120mm and 122mm artillery shells relentlessly,” he told Myanmar
Now. “We didn’t want to give up control over the area but we had to as we didn’t want to
lose any more lives.”

| The KNDF still had control of other parts of Demoso
& Sy o i Y Township and would retake Daw Ngan Khar, he said:
\}5 o “We want Daw Ngan Khar back and we will take it
l f)_ back. Please give us your support.”

) _ He added: “It wouldn’t solve every problem but it
§ r would be a lot better for the IDPs and for the
“\\ b resistance forces if we could regain control over the
. J area between Daw Ngan Khar and Moebye. At least
s the IDPs would have somewhere to flee to. They no
longer have anywhere to run now.”

During the assault on Daw Ngan Khar, junta soldiers from Infantry Battalions 102, 261, and
427 fired heavy artillery. In recent days and nights scouting helicopters have been hovering
over Demoso Township and the junta’s air force has dropped bombs on camps where
displaced people have been sheltering, the KNDF spokesperson said.

He had also heard reports that junta forces bombed villages along the Demoso-Moebye
road, killed civilians and burned down houses, though he was unable to gather further
details because of the communications blackout.

Fighting escalated in the area a month ago after junta soldiers entered
and occupied Moebye. Since then over 100 junta personnel and 40 resistance fighters have
been killed, according to statements by the KNDF.

Nineteen civilians have also been killed, including four who died when junta aircraft
dropped bombs on camps for people who had fled their homes, according to the
statements.

Since fighting erupted in the wake of last year’s military coup, more than 170,000 people
have fled their homes in Karenni region, which covers Karenni State and Pekhon Township
in southern Shan State.
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Many have had to flee several times amid repeated attacks on displacement camps by the
junta’s forces, several volunteer aid workers have said.

In early January, anti-junta forces said they had taken control of Loikaw Township, where
Karenni’s capital is based. The junta responded by launching numerous assaults aimed at
reclaiming the territory, while cutting off phone and internet access to the area.

Resistance forces in Karenni, like those elsewhere in the country, say they do not have
enough weapons and ammunition, and have called on the National Unity Government
(NUG) to supply them.

Saturday’s defeat in Daw Ngan Khar happened because the resistance was outgunned by
the junta, said a KNDF fighter who was involved in the clash.

The group’s fighters had to take turns using weapons during the clash because they didn’t
have enough for everyone to be armed at the same time, he said.

“We didn’t think they’d use that much force. It was just too cruel,” he added. “We
eventually had to retreat solely because we didn’t have as many weapons as them. But we
are going to continue fighting because we just can’t stand injustice.”

Since declaring a war of resistance against the junta in September, the NUG has repeatedly
said it is working to establish a chain of command to unify the numerous anti-junta armed
groups across Myanmar.

But it remains unclear to what extent the underground administration is arming and training
resistance forces.

A surface to surface missile truck launches a
missile during a demonstration by the Myanmar
military in Mandalay Region in 2019 (Junta-
controlled media)

Naing Htoo Aung, the secretary of the NUG’s
defence ministry, told Myanmar Now that
supporting the nationwide armed resistance was
a “priority”.

“We are trying to provide more funds and weapons,” he said last week. “This is a priority as
well as a challenge for the defence department of the NUG.”

The KNDF says it is working under the command of the Karenni Army (KA), a rebel group
that has operated in the region for decades, rather than under the NUG.

The KNDF has 18 battalions and is formed of groups of locals who took up arms last year to
resist the new junta.

Other resistance groups in the region—including those from Moebye, Pekhon, Demoso,
Loikaw and Hpruso townships—say they have formed official ties with the NUG.
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There are various other self-organising guerrilla groups active in the region, but it is unclear
if they are still operating independently or under the command of a larger group.

Children walk through a camp for displaced
people in Karenni region earlier this month
(Myanmar Now)

Aung San Myint, the deputy secretary of the
Karenni National Progressive Party, the political
wing of the KA, said every resistance group must
come under a single chain of command in order
to defeat the junta.

“We need to have a step-by-step military plan,” he said. “The plan is very chaotic right now
because the resistance groups are not under a single chain of command. That is the reason
why we’ve lost so many people.”

Karenni State, also known as Kayah, has a population of around 300,000 people. Well over
half that number have been displaced by fighting since the coup, according to local civil
society groups.

Junta officials could not be reached for comment on the latest clashes.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-forces-seize-control-of-strategic-road-after-
intense-assault-on-resistance-stronghold

Two helicopters used in fighting near northern Shan State’s Naungcho

By Mizzima | 14 March 2022

I (File) Soldiers from the Taaung National Liberation
Army (TNLA) walking near their frontline in
Myanmar's northern Shan state. Photo: AFP

A joint force of Ta'ang National Liberation Army
(TNLA) and People's Defense Forces (PDF) fighters
fought with junta troops near Northern Shan
State’s Yelel Taung Pagoda in Naungcho Township,
on Sunday morning, a resident of Naungcho told

Mizzima.

Yae Lel Taung is about five miles from Naungcho Township. Residents from there said that
they saw the two junta helicopters arrive and open fire on the villages of Yae Lel Taung, Seik
Phu Khwin and Kyauk Gu.

One said to Mizzima: "The military junta’s two helicopters came and fired. The helicopters
came, fired their guns and went back. The shooting lasted about 15 minutes. The attack
could be seen from the town.”
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The fighting took place from 8 am to about 1 pm with the helicopter attack happening at
about 11 am. As yet there are no details of casualty numbers on either side.

In addition, local residents said that four bombs exploded at a junta communications tower
between Zay ward and Butar ward in Naungcho Township. There were no casualties.

Previously, there was fighting in Naungcho Township on 23 February when People’s Defense
Forces (PDFs) attacked railway police housing in the township.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/two-helicopters-used-fighting-near-northern-shan-
states-naungcho

As war rages on, many in Myanmar’s resistance risk a grisly death from their weapon of
choice

Handmade explosives have taken a heavy toll on regime forces, but they have also
claimed the lives of some who use them

Han Thit / Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Mar 14, 2022

Comrades of Phyo, a young resistance fighter killed by a
handmade explosive device on February 2, salute him
during his funeral (Supplied)

Ten young men in uniform are standing in an empty
field singing “Kabar Ma Kyay Bu,” the unofficial anthem
of Myanmar’s pro-democracy movement. Sung to the

- § X melody of “Dust in the Wind,” by the American rock
band Kansas, the song’s title translates as “This Shall Never be Forgiven.”

Ever since the 1988 uprising, protesters have sung it as a rousing call to unite in the face of
brutal oppression. On this occasion, however, the young men who are singing it sound more
mournful than defiant.

Their voices are weighed down by grief because they have gathered to say farewell to a
fallen comrade.

A guitar leans against a casket that is empty except for a commando uniform, a hat and a
pair of slippers—items collected to remind them of Phyo, a young man who gave his life to
the fight against Myanmar’s murderous regime.

Soon, however, even these few mementos, including his beloved guitar, will be gone.

“We have to cremate everything he loved so that his spirit will be free to leave. The clothes
are there in place of his body,” his friend Arr Nyi explained.

This is not the first funeral that Arr Nyi has had to attend in recent months. Nor is he alone
in having to take part in so many of these solemn ceremonies. All over the country, many
have been held in honour of those whose lives have been cut short by war.
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Most were young people who had led relatively carefree lives until they decided that they
had to do more than just raise their voices against their oppressors.

“We all knew we would very likely end up dead when we made that decision. Still, it’s very
heart-wrenching to have to go through this again and again,” said a sombre-looking Arr Nyi.

‘Anything for the cause’

Phyo died on February 2, a day after the first anniversary of the coup that altered the course
of his life and the lives of millions of others in Myanmar. But he didn’t just die—he was
blown to pieces by a bomb intended for a junta convoy.

Like most who joined the armed struggle against the regime, he knew precious little about
warfare until last year. Born and raised in Yangon, he was on his way to Japan to start a new
job when the military overthrew his country’s elected government.

Months later, after taking part in protests and witnessing the savage response of Myanmar’s
would-be rulers, he made his way to a “liberated area” under the control of an ethnic armed
group. There he received some basic military training and underwent a hasty transformation
from ordinary civilian to a soldier of the people.

He is remembered as exemplary in his newfound role.

“He was involved in everything that was going on in the camp. And he was willing to do
anything to support the cause, no matter what it cost him,” said Arr Nyi.

“He was also considerate towards those lower than him in rank. He always shared his food,
even if he was hungry,” she added.

We all knew we would very likely end up dead when we made that decision. Still, it’s very
heart-wrenching to have to go through this again and again

Phyo and his friends formed their own guerilla unit, which they called the People’s Guard
Force. Together, they carried out a number of successful missions.

On the day that he died, he and the other members of his group were planning an attack on
an army convoy in Mon State’s Bilin Township.

In preparation for the ambush, they had laid an explosive device on the road that the
convoy was expected to use. Hours later, however, they learned that it had taken a different
route.

By this time, it was 3am. In another hour or two, street vendors would start using the road.
Realising that innocent lives were at stake, they decided they had better disarm the
explosive before it was too late.

It was a dangerous job, but Phyo volunteered for it without hesitation.

In the darkness, the other members of the group couldn’t see what was happening. But
when they heard a beeping sound, they knew that Phyo was in trouble.
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Seconds later, there was a loud blast. When they rushed over to see if he had somehow
managed to escape, all they found was a hole two feet deep. There was nothing left of his
body but torn pieces of flesh.

The fact that he was so completely obliterated suggested that Phyo had sacrificed himself to
protect his comrades.

“I'think the rest of his team survived only because he covered the detonated explosive
device with his body,” said Arr Nyi.

Phyo’s casket contained only a few of his possessions
because there was nothing left of his body after the
explosion that killed him (Supplied)

Prepared to die
Phyo was 29 when he died. “Z” was just 24.

Z (who pronounced his nom de guerre “Zed”) was
another native of Yangon. Until the coup, he had worked
in the city’s Mingalar market. Like Phyo, he decided to join the armed resistance after taking
part in peaceful protests and witnessing the utter ruthlessness with which they were
crushed.

Unlike Phyo, however, he did not receive any military training. Instead, he joined a Yangon-
based guerrilla force and learned how to make explosives from his more experienced
comrades.

“They got involved in urban guerrilla warfare without any kind of training. But they weren’t
just a bunch of street thugs. They were all kids with bright futures,” recalled one of the
senior members of the group, who did not want to be identified.

Z’s life ended on February 24 while he and another member of his group were setting up a
handmade explosive device. It suddenly went off in his hands while the cell phone used to
detonate it was being charged.

His friend, who was not badly injured, managed to flee the scene, but Z was found face
down and dead by junta soldiers a few hours later.

“Z"” was killed instantly when an explosive went off in his
hands because of a technical malfunction (Supplied)

As a member of Generation Z—the generation that came
of age during the decade-long “democratic transition”
that ended abruptly last year—Z was prepared to die
rather than return to life under military rule.

: - As horrific as his own end was, his friends said they
would continue their struggle even at the risk of meeting a similar fate.

Page 12 of 52



“We will keep on fighting until the day that the words ‘Gen Z’ make them shudder with
fear,” said one.

“These young people don’t depend on anybody for support. They aren’t members of any
party or organisation. They just can’t stand injustice,” said a member of Z’s group.

The boy from Mandalay

If he were still alive, Nay Lin would be celebrating his birthday this week. Instead, March 17
will be remembered by his family as the day that he should have turned 18, but didn’t.

He was just 16 years old when last year’s coup tore him away from the two great loves of his
life—soccer and video games—and threw him into a life and death struggle for the future of
his entire generation.

Like so many others, he soon learned that the regime had no interest in listening to the will
of the people, no matter how many millions took to the streets to express it.

Determined to contribute what he could to the struggle, he sold his gaming computer for
less than half the 1.8m kyat ($1,000) that he had paid for it and gave the money to an urban
guerrilla group in his native Mandalay called Bama Lin Yone, or Burmese Eagle.

He also joined the group, albeit in a limited capacity because of his age. He was assigned to
find materials that could be used to make explosives, but wasn’t allowed to handle the
finished products himself.

It wasn’t until February 1, the anniversary of the coup, that he was chosen to take partin a
military operation. The plan was to target three sites around Mandalay occupied by junta
troops.

Nay Lin and two others were supposed to lob hand grenades at a military outpost that was
fortified with sandbags. However, when Nay Lin threw his grenade, it hit something and
bounced back, injuring all three when it exploded a short distance away.

He just lunged at the machete and brought it down on his leg. The whole time, he was
crying and saying how sorry he was for the failure of their mission

A piece of shrapnel had pierced Nay Lin’s leg, but at that moment, what really upset him
was the thought that he had failed his comrades. As they fled to their hideout, he couldn’t
stop apologising, according to a member of his group.

Over the next two days, he became more and more distraught. His wound turned septic,
and the pain was unbearable. And he couldn’t stop blaming himself for what had happened.

That’s when he did something unthinkable.

“He was feverish that day, and | think he just couldn’t stand it anymore. Suddenly he
grabbed a machete that was used to open coconuts and started trying to hack his leg off,”
said a friend who witnessed the incident.
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“No one could have imagined he would do such a thing. He just lunged at the machete and
brought it down on his leg. The whole time, he was crying and saying how sorry he was for
the failure of their mission,” he added.

Nay Lin struck himself twice with the heavy blade. After the second blow, he started to
bleed uncontrollably. He soon lost consciousness. His comrades called for a doctor, but it
was too late: he never came round again.

Because of the circumstances of his death, he had to be cremated secretly.

“It broke our hearts to have to do it that way. We put his favourite PlayStation game CD
with his body,” said a friend who was present at the simple ceremony.

All his friends could do was ask Nay Lin’s family for their forgiveness. They knew that they
weren’t happy with his decision to join the revolution.

“They scolded him for selling his computer, but he was really proud of that. He said it was
worth it,” one member of his group recalled.

Accidents ‘inevitable’
Accidental explosions kill even the most experienced resistance fighters.

In Magway Region’s Myaing Township, where clashes have raged for nearly a year, two
leaders of a local People’s Defence Force (PDF) died on March 7 while setting explosives to
protect a village targeted by junta troops.

“They heard that soldiers were on their way to burn down people’s homes, so they went to
the village entrance to plant some explosives. They were both killed, and the soldiers never
came to the village,” said a spokesperson for the Myaing PDF.

We are writing our own history because we cannot accept the dictatorship

The deaths of these two men, who were far from neophytes, highlighted the dangers of
working with explosive devices that can easily malfunction.

“Errors are inevitable, no matter how careful we are, because these devices are made by
hand. Attaching batteries and circuits can be quite dangerous,” said the Myaing PDF
spokesperson.

He added, however, that this danger would not prevent armed resistance groups from using
a tool that has so far proven to be very effective in pushing back against an oppressive
regime.

“We are writing our own history because we cannot accept the dictatorship. We are risking
our lives so that future generations don’t have to suffer the way we are suffering,” he said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/as-war-rages-on-many-in-myanmars-resistance-
risk-a-grisly-death-from-their-weapon-of-choice
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Myanmar’s Dictator Shows Unparalleled Arrogance and Self-Regard
By NAING KHIT |14 March 2022

No dictator calls himself a dictator. Myanmar’s coup maker and military chief Min Aung
Hlaing is no exception. However, taken together, his actions, public behavior and what we
have learned of his private life paint a portrait not just of an absolute dictator but of a truly
nasty piece of work whose overconfidence, arrogance and narcissism may surpass even
those of his predecessors, the dictators General Ne Win and Senior General Than Shwe.

A couple of months ago, one of my sources in Naypyitaw—the capital of Myanmar and the
headquarters of the junta—told me that Snr-Gen Min Aung Hlaing has stopped going to see
his former boss, previous military regime leader Than Shwe, who handpicked him as his
successor as commander-in-chief, the most powerful position in the country, when he
officially relinquished power in 2011.

It is customary for incumbent and former senior generals to visit Than Shwe occasionally
and pay their respects to him as their supremo. Among those who have routinely made the
trek to his door are former general and president Thein Sein, other former generals and
some current leading members of the military-formed Union Solidarity and Development
Party. Until recently, Min Aung Hlaing, as commander-in-chief, was among them, adding to
his duties the occasional unofficial briefing for the former junta boss on the country’s overall
situation following his coup in February 2021.

Since the middle of last year, however, he has stopped meeting the former paramount
leader, who oppressed Myanmar with his iron-fisted rule for 19 years.

It’s not inaccurate to say that Than Shwe, 89, is Min Aung Hlaing’s godfather or benefactor;
after all he handed him the most powerful position in the country’s most powerful
institution, the military. In other words, he made it possible for him to stage the coup, take
control of the country and appoint himself as prime minister of his own military regime.

So why has Min Aung Hlaing stopped visiting Than Shwe?

My sources see it as a sign of overconfidence on Min Aung Hlaing’s part. Until recently, his
regular visits to his reclusive former boss were largely out of courtesy, two sources
confirmed. His decision to discontinue the visits seems another sign that he is convinced he
can run the country alone.

It is definitely one characteristic of a dictator—seeing oneself as the ultimate ruler who calls
all the shots.

My sources and some others with whom | shared this information see Min Aung Hlaing’s act
as a kind of “defiance” of his former boss, who has himself already secured a place in history
as one of the world’s most notorious dictators.

Perhaps, Min Aung Hlaing, 67, now sees his former boss as a person of fading relevance,
living out his last days. Meanwhile, with his coup in February last year, he sees himself as a
savior, doing for the military what previous generations of generals—including Than Shwe
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himself as well as Thein Sein, his former president—failed to do over the past decade: keep
a firm grip on power and not let the National League for Democracy (NLD) led by Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi take it away from them through elections.

Don’t get me wrong, though: There has been no political disagreement or anything like that
between the former boss and the current coup leader.

Ex-generals backed coup

Before his coup on Feb. 1, 2021, Min Aung Hlaing reportedly visited Than Shwe and
informed him that he was going to stage a coup against the elected Daw Aung San Suu Kyi-
led NLD government.

Than Shwe didn’t stop him, but merely cautioned that, if he had made up his mind, he
should take all possibilities into consideration before acting. This means Min Aung Hlaing
had his former boss’s blessings for the takeover, which has so far seen more than 1,500
people killed and several thousand more arrested.

Two other top generals of Than Shwe’s regime, which staged a coup in 1988, also supported
Min Aung Hlaing’s coup. Maung Aye, now 83, who was Than Shwe’s deputy and the vice
senior-general in the previous military regime, even said it was a bit late and should have
been done earlier, according to sources who have access to private information about the
former generals.

The other one who supported the latest coup was the previous regime’s spy chief, General
Khin Nyunt. Known as the “Prince of Evil,” the former Military Intelligence chief was
responsible for cracking down on all regime opponents after the 1988 coup. In early
December last year, the coup leader visited Khin Nyunt’s house in Yangon and photos of
their meeting showed they had a cordial conversation.

Other former generals, including former president Thein Sein, who was seen as a
“reformist” by the international community, tacitly supported the takeover.

Soe Thane, a former admiral and senior minister in U Thein Sein’s government, openly
supported the coup in his book.

They all supported Min Aung Hlaing’s decision to remove the elected government of the
NLD, which defeated their party, the USDP, every time the two sides competed in an
election.

Mr. Know-It-All

Anyone who watches state-run television regularly will be aware that Min Aung Hlaing
behaves like a paramount leader convinced of his own omniscience. His more notable
performances at meetings with ruling council members and government officials include
lectures to university rectors on the importance of education. He said walking was the best
and cheapest form of exercise when he met officials from the Ministry of Health. His long,
rambling speeches at meetings remind many Myanmar people of the country’s former
dictator Ne Win, who staged a coup in 1962. He didn’t hesitate to lecture lexicographers on
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the importance of correct Burmese spelling or medicine men on Myanmar
traditional medicine.

Like other dictators, Min Aung Hlaing rarely takes advice, not even from his seniors like U
Thein Sein or the current acting president, former general U Myint Swe. He also disregards
the leadership of the USDP, which is backed by the generals. Everyone who has personally
met him will tell you that he is not a listener.

All that the members of his military junta, which comprises 20 generals and politicians, do is
listen to whatever Min Aung Hlaing says. The same goes for his entire cabinet. It’'s pathetic
to see them on state TV jotting down what he says at meetings like schoolboys and girls. No
one dares to open their mouths to complain, no matter what nonsense their boss utters.

The sources said Min Aung Hlaing has a tendency to issue orders randomly, as they occur to
him, without thinking about them or educating himself about the topic. To fuel his
unrealistic ideas, there is a small circle of his admirers comprised of aging Buddhist monks
and pro-military laymen and women. That’s why he comes up with unrealistic ideas like
running electric buses and cars in Myanmar, which has long suffered from chronic blackouts.

Nastier than Thou

Of all the dictators Myanmar has endured so far, Min Aung Hlaing is unparalleled in terms of
brutality and cruelty, exceeding even Ne Win and Than Shwe. That doesn’t mean his
predecessors don’t have bloody hands. But when it comes to crushing the opposition, every
Myanmar person living today can tell you that Min Aung Hlaing is more ruthless.

If his regime can’t find someone it suspects of opposing it, it will grab any member of that
person’s family—even a child. Journalists who refuse to parrot the state’s falsehoods are on
its target list. If you are an ousted NLD lawmaker or member who hasn’t signed a pledge not
to oppose the junta, or who openly supports the shadow National Unity Government and
resistance movement—not to mention gets involved with it—your properties are at risk of
being confiscated even if you are lucky enough to avoid arrest.

According to data compiled by the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP), an
advocacy group, at least 267 houses and other properties owned by individuals had been
seized by the junta as of Jan. 20, with nearly half of those belonging to NLD lawmakers and
members.

That is just the tip of the iceberg of his ruthlessness. There are plenty of peasants in the
anti-regime stronghold of Sagaing Region in upper Myanmar who could tell you about how
their lives have been shattered after their family homes were destroyed in the regime’s
indiscriminate airstrikes.

Despite his callousness, however, Min Aung Hlaing still hasn’t established full control of the
country despite more than a year having elapsed since the coup. His

supposedly formidable army has proved inept against a more lightly armed but highly
motivated opponent. Having failed to win a quick victory, he is trying to sow panic among
the people by any means.
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Dictators come and finally go. But the question now is how long Min Aung Hlaing will be
able to cling to power and to what extent the people of Myanmar will have to keep suffering
at the hands of the most brutal dictator they have ever seen. The fall of a dictator like Min
Aung Hlaing can only mean salvation for the country and its entire population.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/commentary/myanmars-dictator-shows-unparalleled-
arrogance-and-self-regard.html

‘Watermelon suppression’: doxing campaign targets pro-democracy soldiers and police
MARCH 14, 2022 | By ANDREW NACHEMSON and FRONTIER

Protesters appeal to police to join them in the
days following the coup in February of last year
(AFP)

Military-linked social media accounts, mainly on
Telegram, continue to dox activists and encourage
violence, including assassinations. Although two of
the most controversial accounts were recently
removed from the platform, critics say Telegram is
still not doing enough to regulate content.

As more police and soldiers defect from the junta, pro-military social media users are
fighting back with a campaign to have security force members critical of the military
arrested and to discredit those who join the resistance.

Much of this campaign against these defectors is taking place on messaging app Telegram.

Despite finally banning two of the most problematic accounts this past weekend, a number
of activists say the company is still not doing enough to control dangerous content, even in
cases where it puts lives at risk.

Frontier previously reported that pro-military personalities were using the app to target
business owners participating in a strike to mark the one-year anniversary of the coup on
February 1. Some of those who were targeted in Telegram posts were arrested and had
their properties seized by security forces. Now these same users are turning their attention
to security forces they deem disloyal.

As of December, a group encouraging defections said 2,000 soldiers and 6,000 police
officers have left the regime, although not all have gone on to join resistance groups. Most
who desert claim there are many others in the ranks sympathetic to the pro-democracy
movement.

Captain Kaung Thu Win, who served as a camp commander in Sagaing Region’s Monywa
Township, told Frontier he decided to defect after hearing stories of the military burning and
looting villages in neighbouring Magway Region. But he had a problem: his wife was
pregnant.
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He waited for five months — until his wife and their newborn were well enough to travel -
before they fled. They spent days travelling from Monywa to Kalay, passing through security
checkpoints while hiding the ammunition he had brought with him. Eventually, he met up
with “revolutionaries” who took him to “liberated territory”.

“Anyone who is aware of the military’s acts of terrorism will join CDM,” he said, referring to
the mass strike of civil servants known as the Civil Disobedience Movement.

On December 5, a Facebook account that apparently belonged to Police Lieutenant Colonel
Zaw Win Ko condemned an attack on peaceful protesters that involved a military vehicle
ramming into the demonstration and killing five people. The post compared the soldiers to
“savage animals”. The lieutenant colonel was then reportedly arrested on February 8.

Kaung Thu Win warned other soldiers and police not to speak out until after they reach a
safe area.

“If you are still working under the military council, you should not express your feelings...
For now, be patient and keep your emotions in check,” he advised.

Less than a week after Zaw Win Ko’s arrest, infamous Telegram account Han Nyein
Oo began taking credit for it.

“He was invited to Insein Prison for dinner. He also lost his pension and was imprisoned,”
Han Nyein Oo wrote to his 100,000 subscribers on February 14. “If you have any remaining
watermelons, please bring more to @Hannyeino0969.”

The username appears to contain a reference to the , an anti-Muslim
Buddhist extremist movement associated with ultranationalist monk U Wirathu.

The term “watermelon” refers to members of the security forces who are “green” on the
outside and “red” on the inside. The colour green is typically associated with the military,
while red represents the National League for Democracy, which the military overthrew in a
coup in February last year.

Han Nyein Oo’s account became inaccessible late on Friday March 11, with a notice saying

it

“can’t be displayed because it violated Telegram’s Terms of Service”. But secondary
accounts remain active and are growing fast. Another Han Nyein Oo channel had around
37,000 subscribers at the time the main account was blocked but has since grown to over
48,000. A new channel that was created after the block quickly garnered 26,000 subscribers.

Daw Wai Phyo Myint, a digital rights activist with Access Now, said she was “glad to see” the
main account taken down, but added that it was “too late and too little” given activists had
been begging for action for months. “Taking down just one account is not necessarily
addressing the issues of Telegram we have been raising,” she said.

Many other problematic accounts remain active.

One called Hpayethi Hnein Hnin Yay or “watermelon suppression” in Burmese, posts
screenshots of Facebook posts by soldiers and police criticising the military, demanding that
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action be taken against them. Another account, the name of which Frontier is withholding to
limit its reach, has launched a bounty system offering payment for assassinations. In one
post, the account offered K500,000 (around US$280) to anybody who kills a social media
user that accuses someone of being dalan, a term for a military informant. If a target claims
to have actually killed a dalan, the bounty goes up to K700,000 (around $390). The post also
promised payment if the target is seriously injured. Frontier has not confirmed any actual
assassinations related to this campaign. Both channels remained accessible as of
publication.

In another incident, a Facebook user identified a writer and activist from a military family as
a “watermelon”. The post accused the writer of starting a recent campaign to assassinate air
force officers, an effort by resistance groups to limit the junta’s ability to conduct air strikes,
which give the military a major advantage over resistance groups and have also resulted in
widespread civilian casualties. The post shared the writer’s address in Yangon and the name
of the town where he is supposedly hiding in Thailand. Although the post was taken down
from Facebook, it was shared by a number of pro-military Telegram users where it remains
accessible.

R ' The profile picture of the “Watermelon Suppression” account
@ ' Qw‘y' - shows a watermelon being hacked with a knife (Frontier)
- (J)GS U)(‘)r) Not enough moderation

Despite the fact that Telegram users are seemingly inciting violence, directing arrests and
encouraging assassinations, Telegram has taken only limited action. The company did not
respond to multiple requests for comment from Frontier, including for this story.

Digital activists have also Telegram, warning in a letter that its
platform was being used to “cause profound harm” with “very real consequences”.

“They don’t respond to any of our communications,” said Wai Phyo Myint with Access Now,
one of the groups that wrote the letter to Telegram.

“They need to have channels where they engage with civil society and activists and
journalists,” said her colleague, Ms Dhevy Sivaprakasam. Sivaprakasam pointed out that
Facebook made similar mistakes, but after being implicated in the violent crackdown against
the Rohingya in 2017, has been much more proactive in addressing dangerous content.

Wai Phyo Myint said it has been more of “a challenge to find a pressure point” on Telegram,
given it is based in Dubai, unlike Facebook, which is headquartered in the United States.

“Telegram channels targeting pro-democracy supporters clearly intend to incite violence
and should be removed for violating the platform’s terms of service,” said a Western
diplomat based in Yangon who spoke on condition of anonymity.

Telegram was founded in 2013 by brothers Pavel and Nikolai Durov, who left Russia country
in 2014 citing government pressure. Telegram has long resisted moderating content on its
platform due to free speech concerns. But there are signs the company is starting to cave to
pressure.
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In February, Telegram took down 64 channels in Germany accused of spreading anti-
Semitism and COVID-19 disinformation, after the government threatened to ban the
platform. Telegram also banned Russian state media accounts following Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.

Now, it has seemingly begun to respond to pressure in Myanmar as well.

Telegram also appears to have different policies for products using different operating
systems, likely due to the policies of these companies. A Frontier reporter with an iPhone
was unable to access one Han Nyein Oo page which had spread revenge porn targeting
female pro-democracy activists. A notice says the channel “can’t be displayed” because it
“spread pornographic content”, something Apple has long worked to keep out of its App
Store. But a reporter with another brand of smartphone could still see it. Apple did not
respond to a request for comment.

“We had discussions on whether we should approach Google or Apple to request whether
to remove Telegram from their app stores, but at the end, what we want is to still have
Telegram as a platform because the movement is relying on it as well,” said Wai Phyo Myint.

Telegram is also used by journalists and activists to communicate more securely. “We only
want Telegram to address these problematic contents and ban bad actors,” she said.

Sivaprakasam said they also have to be careful not to inadvertently get anti-military
People’s Defence Forces and other resistance groups banned. While most in Myanmar see
these groups as acting in self-defence, a blanket ban on violence could impact them as well.

“This is something we foresee as an issue,” she said.

Screenshots showing shared
admins across multiple pro-
military Telegram channels
(supplied)

A coordinated campaign

There is mounting evidence that
the Telegram accounts are part
of a coordinated campaign and
are directly linked to the military
and its institutions.

On the morning of February 7, the now-banned Han Nyein Oo account posted about police
Major Tin Min Tun, who had defected in February of last year, complaining that the police
officer remained at liberty. According to local media, police in riot gear stormed Tin Min
Tun’s home in Yangon’s North Okkalapa Township later that same day and seized his
property (he was not home at the time of the raid).

Some Telegram channels also show which admin made a specific post, giving insight into the
connections between different channels. For example, one post by Myanmar Hard Talk was
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written by an admin named Oakker Aung. The same username is also listed as an admin for
one of Han Nyein Oo’s pages. Myanmar Hard Talk is a political commentary operation that
revolves around an inflammatory talk show and social media posts, often hosting extremist
and controversial figures. Hardline nationalist Maung Myint, a candidate for the military
proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP), was a regular guest in the lead-up to
the 2020 election.

Myanmar Hard Talk was banned from Facebook following a Frontier that showed the
page was spreading disinformation and anti-Muslim hate speech. The network has

since resurfaced on Telegram, where it has accumulated nearly 19,000 followers — in August
of last year, it had just 6,000 subscribers. While its growth has been substantial, it still
doesn’t compare to Facebook, where it accumulated 240,000 followers in around 11
months before being shut down.

Thazin Oo was another account that participated in the campaigns to arrest business
owners and soldiers, which was also recently deleted, but a new channel has already
accumulated more than 11,000 subscribers.

While most pro-military channels hide their admins, Thazin Oo’s channel did not. A

number of her posts were written by admins HNO — a name regularly used by Han Nyein Oo,
including for one of his accounts — and Kyaw Swar, another prominent pro-military Telegram
user with around 53,000 subscribers on the messaging app. In a post on March 9, Kyaw Swar
targeted a prominent activist who recently criticised Telegram, posting her supposed
address in Yangon. That account remains accessible.

Thazin Oo has direct connections to the junta and the proxy USDP. She frequently
campaigned for the USDP before the 2020 election, even appearingin a posted by one
of the party’s verified Facebook pages days before the election. The same page would go on
to spread disinformation claiming that the 2020 election was undermined by massive voter
fraud —an allegation for which no credible evidence has been produced, but that was used
as a pretext for the coup.

Since the coup, Thazin Oo has appeared as a presenter for the military’s official television
channel, Myawady TV, as well as for Myanmar Hard Talk and a pro-military tabloid called
Thuriya Nay Wun (known in English as Sun Rays).

Thuriya Nay Wun is run by journalist Moe Hein, who wasn’t always known as a military
sympathiser. In 2013, he the USDP government and businessman Tay Za by writing
an article critical of military cronies, calling for them to “jump into the Andaman Sea”.

The Irrawaddy in 2014 that he was an American citizen and was banned from
returning to Myanmar at the time.

But today, Moe Hein shares a steady stream of pro-military propaganda on Telegram, and
also on Myawady TV. He was even among a list of channels that Han
Nyein Oo urged his followers to also subscribe to.
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A police officer who defected from the security
forces, pictured in India in March, 2021 (AFP)

Spreading slander

Han Nyein O0’s list also included Telegram users
BaNyunt and Sergeant Phoe Si. Both have targeted
so-called “watermelons” and are also participating
o B ' in another campaign to undermine defecting
soldiers. They and other social media users are spreading unsubstantiated rumours about
defecting soldiers, seemingly in an attempt to discredit their reputations or claim they were
kicked out of the military rather than having deserted. The posts often included
homophobic or misogynistic claims about their sexual behaviour.

In one post, a Facebook user claimed that a female soldier who defected had slept with her
married superior officer while his wife was pregnant.

On February 7, another pro-military user wrote that a defecting soldier “started his service
only yesterday and pretends to know a lot about the Tatmadaw”. The post claimed the
soldier was a “trainee” and was punished for sneaking out without permission. He accused
him of being a gambler, drunk and womaniser who was in debt. But other defecting soldiers
told Frontier the man in question was a lieutenant, an officer position that typically takes
years of service to achieve.

Kaung Thu Win, the captain who defected, was also targeted. In a post on January 10, a
Facebook user claimed he was a homosexual drug user. The Facebook user only has 3,300
friends, and the post only received 180 reactions. But that same day, it was also shared by
Sergeant Phoe Si and BaNyunt on Telegram, where they have over 27,000 and over 23,000
subscribers respectively. Both channels remain accessible on Telegram.

“Once you leave the army, you will be attacked online... | already knew in advance,” Kaung
Thu Win told Frontier, adding that he and his wife “are still laughing” at the slander.

Kaung Thu Win said the military spreads disinformation to try to “create a
misunderstanding” between defecting soldiers and the people. He claimed there is a special
taskforce in Nay Pyi Taw dedicated to psychological warfare called the Tatmadaw
Technology and Information Force. Frontier could not independently verify this claim, but in
2018 the New York Times reported that hundreds of military personnel were involved in
anti-Rohingya social media campaigns. That article also said members of the team were
based in military compounds in Nay Pyi Taw.

Narratives discrediting defectors have also been spread in state media. The junta’s
information minister recently told reporters that stories of defecting soldiers are
“exaggerated”. He also called them “cowards who did not dare to admit their guilty moves
in breaking the law”.

Kaung Thu Win said it has also long been a military policy to monitor the social media
accounts of soldiers.
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“Before the coup, soldiers and their children had to give their accounts to the army. You
have to attach your Facebook name and personal code number ... All of our superiors have
to give it to their superiors,” he explained. Kaung Thu Win said that those speaking out or
leaking information should use a new account on a different phone.

Kaung Thu Win also called for Telegram to take more action to control dangerous content.

“1 hope this company does not want to hurt anyone in any country. They created Telegram
so that people could use it safely. But now that people in Burma are suffering because of
Telegram’s lack of control, they should reconsider,” he said.

Wai Phyo Myint with Access Now said the strategy seems to be to inspire fear within the
military system and within society at large. She said in the beginning, the Telegram channels
were mostly targeting high-profile politicians and activists, but they are increasingly
targeting average people opposed to the military. This includes posting their home
addresses and even the names of their children.

Wai Phyo Myint said many in Myanmar are now constantly scanning these lists, which also
takes a mental health toll.

“This is on a daily basis, these posts. We have to go and regularly check these channels just
to see whether we or anyone we know are on this list,” she said.

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/watermelon-suppression-doxing-campaign-targets-
pro-democracy-soldiers-and-police/
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