PEACE Info (April 4-6, 2022)
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Myanmar Military Never Forgave Suu Kyi for State Counselor’s Role
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 April 2022

Tensions between Myanmar’s military and the National League for Democracy (NLD) were
already building six years ago.

Among the disagreements were military-appointed lawmakers’ rejection of the vice-
presidential nominee by the NLD and the State Counselor Bill, which was submitted to the
Parliament to allow NLD leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to run the newly elected
government.

The NLD-dominated parliament approved the bill despite objections from military-
appointed lawmakers.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, who is barred from the presidency under the military-drafted 2008
Constitution, was appointed to the newly created post of state counselor on April 6, 2016.
She became the de-facto prime minister of the elected government following her landslide
victory in the November 2015 general election.

It became clearer after the February 2021 coup that the military had always been deeply
unhappy with the State Counselor Law.

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing told his cabinet and state and regional chiefs on April 6 last year
that the NLD bent the law to enact the law.

The state counselor position was ranked second after the president in the state protocol of
the NLD government and was officially a higher rank than the military chief, who is ranked
eighth. In reality, the commander-in-chief was always the most powerful government figure,
controlling the key ministries of defense, home affairs and border affairs and holding a veto
over constitutional changes.

“While the constitution specifies a set of qualifications for the president and the vice-
presidents, the NLD bent the law and created the state counselor position, which ranked
between the president and vice-presidents,” Min Aung Hlaing told his appointees.

Article 59(f) of the 2008 Constitution bars anyone whose spouse or children are foreign
nationals from taking the presidency.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi demonstrated leadership skills during the COVID-19 pandemic,
providing moral support and sharing health advice with the public online.

Min Aung Hlaing told the Russian news agency RIA last June that the State Counselor Law
was enacted unlawfully and that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi did not meet the criteria to assume
the presidency.

The NLD’s legal advisor U Ko Ni was credited with creating the position of state counselor
for Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

The position was crafted out of Article 217 of the Constitution, which allowed the Union
Parliament to confer functions and powers upon any body or person.
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U Ko Ni was assassinated in a plot involving ex-military officers in daylight outside Yangon
International Airport in 2017. Many believe his assassination is related to the creation of the
role of state counselor for the NLD.

The mastermind behind the assassination was former colonel Aung Win Khaing, who was
last seen in Naypyitaw and remains at large.

Min Aung Hlaing was not the only person unhappy with the creation of the state counselor’s
position.

During his meeting with military personnel and their families in Taunggyi, Shan State, after
the coup, deputy junta leader Soe Win said the NLD democratically bullied military MPs and
enacted the State Counselor Law despite the military’s objections.

Former admiral U Soe Than was a powerful minister in the military proxy U Thein Sein
administration which lost power to the NLD. He was a parliamentarian for the military-
backed Union Solidarity and Development Party when the NLD was in power.

In his book “The Second Democratic Government and Myanmar”, he writes that he had
longed for military intervention “since a few days after the NLD took office” because he was
angered by the party’s parliamentary activity, including enacting the State Counselor Law.

The NLD won a second overwhelming majority in the 2020 general election. Had Min Aung
Hlaing not seized power on Feb. 1 last year using alleged electoral fraud as an excuse, Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi would have remained the state counselor. Instead, she is detained in a
secret location near Naypyitaw and faces an array of charges.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-military-never-forgave-suu-kyi-for-
state-counselors-role.html

Myanmar’s Junta Seizes More Than 547 Properties of Anti-Regime Activists
By THE IRRAWADDY | 5 April 2022

Myanmar’s junta has seized more than 547 houses and other properties belonging to anti-
regime activists since the February 2021 coup, according to the Assistance Association for
Political Prisoners (AAPP).

The activist group reported on Monday that the junta significantly stepped up its seizures of
properties owned by parliamentarians, National League for Democracy (NLD) members and
those with alleged connections to the civilian National Unity Government (NUG), its
parliamentary committee and armed wing the People’s Defense Force, following the NUG’s
declaration of war against the regime last September.

Civilians facing arrest warrants and political prisoners have also had properties seized, the
AAPP said.

It said more than 90 percent of property seizures have taken place since the declaration of
war.
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The resistance stronghold of Sagaing Region saw the most seizures with 139, followed by
Yangon with 124 and Mandalay with 70.

The AAPP’s report said the seizures were carried out before the accused were found guilty
in court and had their property confiscated, meaning they fully disregarded the law.

Relatives of activists have not been spared, to apparently instigate fear and intimidate
opponents.

One victim was Daw Khin Win, the mother-in-law of U Moe Ma Khaa, an NLD regional
lawmaker for Taungoo Township, who has been on the run since the coup.

Daw Khin Win was made homeless by the junta on Feb. 12 and the turmoil led to her death.
Her funeral could not be held at the family home, which was sealed off, and the procession
was conducted on the street.

The NUG’s foreign minister Daw Zin Mar Aung told The Irrawaddy last month that the
seizures showed the regime was desperate.

“It is a sign that it is suffering. Since the start, we have expected this,” she said, adding that
deeper repression would only create stronger resistance.

The AAPP said the punishment of individuals not responsible for any alleged wrongdoing is
prohibited under international rules for armed conflict.

The group urged the international community, including the United Nations, to support
people’s efforts to put the junta on trial for its atrocities.

The NUG last month called for all property seizures and the details of those responsible to
be reported to its Ministry of Home Affairs.

“Everyone involved in such illegal activity shall be held accountable,” the NUG said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-junta-seizes-more-than-547-
properties-of-anti-regime-activists.html

Local defense forces will target Thingyan stages in Mandalay

By Mizzima | 06 April 2022

Photo: CJ

Mandalay-based people’s defence forces (PDFs)
warned people not to attend Thingyan water
festivities organized by the Military Council as they are
planning to attack their Thingyan stages in the
Mandalay region.

The Thingyan Festival, also called the water festival is
the annual celebration of the Burmese New Year that usually runs every year from 13 to 16
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April. Normally, this is a joyous national holiday that people celebrate by throwing water
over each other, usually from stages at the side of the road that are often paid for and
sponsored by different businesses.

The military regime is planning to organize Thingyan celebrations and set up Thingyan
stages in big cities across Myanmar.

“Thingyan stages around the Mandalay Moat will be the main targets during the water
festival. We shall not be liable for any deaths or injuries of Festival goers as a result of
explosions”, said one of the leaders of the Justice Mandalay PDF to Mizzima.

The junta wants to have successful Thingyan celebrations so that it can claim that there is
peace and stability in the country and that things are running as normal.

Unsurprisingly, this attitude has made the Thingyan celebrations a target for PDF forces who
want to demoralize the junta and deny them any such propaganda victories.

“You have right to choose to celebrate the water festival in different ways, but if you are
planning to join the water festival at a stage being hosted by the Military Council you should
think again. This year’s Thingyan will be a revolutionary Thingyan, we are calling it the
waterless Thingyan. Mandalay PDF forces will bear no responsibility [for injuries suffered] in
upcoming attacks”, said a resistance force leader.

People have been unable to properly celebrate Thingyan since 2019 because there were no
Thingyan celebrations in 2020 and 2021 because of COVID-19.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/local-defense-forces-will-target-thingyan-stages-
mandalay

Thousands flee junta raid that torched 250 homes in Myanmar’s Sagaing region

The military has burned down nearly 700 houses in Khin-U township since the start of
March.

By RFA’s Myanmar Service | 2022.04.05

The smoking remains of homes destroyed by the
military in Khin-U township's Ngar Tin Gyi village,
April 4, 2022. Citizen journalist

A joint force of junta troops and pro-military
militiamen set fire to a village in Myanmar’s
embattled Sagaing region over the weekend,
destroying around 250 homes and forcing more than
2,000 people to flee, residents said Tuesday.

A resident of Khin-U township’s Ngar Tin Gyi village,
who spoke on condition of anonymity, told RFA’s
Myanmar Service that soldiers and Pyu Saw Htee
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fighters stormed the settlement at around 7 a.m. on Sunday “firing guns and heavy
weapons.”

“On hearing gunfire, many villagers fled with only the clothes on their backs. Some of
them were able to carry some small items and food,” the resident said.

“The soldiers set some houses on fire at about 10 a.m. They stopped for a while later for
lunch and then they continued burning houses again at about 2 p.m. All we could do was
watch the houses burning from a distance.”

Junta forces left the next morning, he said, and residents returned to Ngar Tin Gyi to
collect what was left of their belongings briefly before returning to makeshift camps in
the jungle.

Another resident of Ngar Tin Gyi, who also declined to be named, said that villagers are
too frightened of another raid to return to the area and rebuild.

“Smoke billowed up and | could see the flames. The terrifying sound of gunfire echoed
through the air,” he said.

“All the grain and farm equipment and cattle were lost. We have nothing left — no
clothes, no [rice] paddy, no food, no oil. Not a brick was left to rebuild our houses. All
that we have saved throughout the years is gone now. | don’t know what to do. | cannot
understand why they must be so cruel.”

Others said it would take “thirty or forty years” to rebuild everything that was destroyed
over the weekend.

It was not immediately clear why Ngar Tin Gyi was targeted.

The area has seen frequent clashes between the military and anti-junta People’s Defense
Force (PDF) paramilitary groups in recent weeks, and residents of other villages raided by
junta forces have told RFA they were accused of providing haven to the armed
opposition.

Not long after leaving Ngar Tin Gyi on Monday, the convoy of junta troops triggered a
landmine planted by the PDF near Khin-U township’s Sai Gaung village. Sources said the
troops responded by setting fire to a school in the village, and on Tuesday burned down
three homes in nearby Ohnbin Gone village.

An aerial view of Chaung Oo village, in Sagaing
region's Pale township, where junta troops and
Pyu Saw Htee fighters burned more than 300
homes, Dec. 18, 2022. Credit: RFA

Scorched earth campaign

Junta Deputy Information Minister Zaw Min
Tun on Tuesday called the accusations of arson
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attacks baseless and instead blamed the PDF, which the military regime has labeled a
terrorist organization.

“IThe PDF] set fire to the houses and fled and, as usual, say the army is responsible,” he
said.

“They are using the term ‘Pyu Saw Htee’ in their accusations, but there is no Pyu Saw
Htee. There is only a people’s militia group formed by residents [to protect themselves
against the PDF].”

Since the military seized power in a Feb. 1, 2021 coup, security forces have killed at least
1,730 civilians and detained more than 10,000 political prisoners, mostly during peaceful
anti-junta protests, according to the Bangkok-based Assistance Association for Political
Prisoners. The junta has also launched several troop offensives against the PDF and
armed ethnic groups in Myanmar’s remote border regions.

On March 3, the military shut down internet access for several townships in Sagaing
region before sending troops to the area two days later. Troops have encountered fierce
resistance to military rule in the region and responded with a scorched earth campaign
that reports say has included arson, looting, arbitrary arrests, rape, torture, and murder.

According to an investigation by RFA, troops torched at least 447 houses in Khin-U
township in the month of March alone in the villages of Dan-gone, Hmantaw, Kyunlei,
Thet Pay, Tamote, Kala Lu, and Shar Lwin. The destruction since Sunday brought the total
number of homes destroyed by fire in the township to nearly 700.

Data For Myanmar, a group that researches the impact of conflict on communities,
recently said that pro-junta forces had burned 7,973 houses across the country since last
year’s the coup. Of those, 4954 houses were in Sagaing region.

A former member of parliament from the deposed National League for Democracy party
from Sagaing region told RFA that villages in Myanmar’s ethnic areas are no stranger to
arson attacks by the military.

“This is undeniable. In Rakhine [state] ... and in other areas like Kachin state and Chin
state they have done the same thing,” said the former lawmaker, who declined to be
named.

“Employing all of these horrible acts to keep the military dictatorship alive has become
their tradition.”

Chin refugees shelter near the Indian border
after fleeing fighting in Northern Chin state's
Falam township, March 10, 2022. Credit:
Citizen journalist

Thousands at India border

The reports of arson attacks in Sagaing came
as sources in Northern Chin state said that intensifying clashes between the military and
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the Chin National Defense Force (CNDF) since early March had forced nearly all the 5,200
residents of Rikhawdar in Falam township to flee to Myanmar’s shared border with India.

A resident of the town told RFA that fighting in the past week had become so bad, with
junta troops indiscriminately firing mortars, that “only one percent of people remain.”

“It’s all deserted. All that is left are the people guarding their houses and belongings that
they can’t take with them,” he said.

One refugee sheltering near the border said that many people had crossed into India’s
Mizoram state, but “nearly 2,000” remain in makeshift camps on the Myanmar side and
are running low on supplies.

“Nearly 2,000 people who cannot afford rental fees over there have been living in tents
along the border with India,” he said.

“They have to find their own food and water. If the fighting continues, they will be in
trouble.”

A CNDF official told RFA that the exodus was exacerbated by a March 26 military raid on
his group’s camp near a border bridge in Falam township.

He said the CNDF was forced to retreat after about 45 minutes of fighting, and that
“nearly all of the town’s residents immediately fled the area.”

When asked about the situation at the border, junta Deputy Information Minister Zaw
Min Tun said the military is working to assist the refugees.

“Our government is taking responsibility for those who have evacuated,” he said.

“To those who are fleeing across the border, | say you are welcome to stay in our refugee
camps if you are innocent and have not committed any crimes. The government is ready
to provide protection to all.”

Salai Za Uk Ling, deputy executive director of the Chin Human Rights Group, dismissed
the junta’s claims and said the refugees are in desperate need of international aid due to
food shortages.

“There’s a shortage of food and water for those living in the [refugee] camps, so we are
working on how to provide for them before the rainy season begins,” he said.

“We are still working hard to get international assistance.”

According to Salai Za Uk Ling, more than 110,000 refugees have been displaced in Chin
state since the coup last year. More than 60,000 are scattered throughout the state and
the remaining 50,000 have fled across the border into Mizoram, he said.

Those displaced by the recent fighting join more than 500,000 refugees from decades of
conflict between the military and ethnic armed groups who were already counted as
displaced at the end of 2020, according to the Internal Displacement Monitoring Center,
a Norwegian NGO.
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Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/raid-04052022215821.html

Chin fighters kill 16 junta soldiers in day-long clash
The soldiers were part of a column of reinforcements heading towards Matupi

Wathone Nyein Aye | Published on Apr 5, 2022

CDF soldiers seen during a recent training
session (Mindat CDF)

Resistance fighters from the Chinland Defence
Force (CDF) have said they killed 16 junta
soldiers last Thursday, and lost two of their
own, during a clash near Matupi Township.

, The latest round of fighting began on March 26
% ey when the CDF intercepted a junta convoy of
around 80 vehicles in Mindat as it headed towards Matupi.

Nway Oo Linn, the Matupi CDF’s information officer, said that around 80 soldiers from
Infantry Battalion 304 were also repeatedly ambushed as they made their way to Matupi
along the same road.

The ambushes led to the day-long clash on Thursday that killed 16 junta soldiers.

Two CDF fighters aged 18 and 20 died after stepping on landmines laid by the junta soldiers,
Nway Oo Linn said, adding that he did not want to identify them because doing so might put
their families in danger.

“They’ve been part of the CDF since it was first formed,” he said. “Despite their ages, they
joined the armed resistance due to their passion. They were still too young. Their families
depended on them. But they fought bravely alongside us until their last breath.”

Several other junta soldiers have been killed since last week by explosives set up by
resistance fighters along the road connecting Mindat to Matupi, he added.

“The military has been committing atrocious crimes in our hilly regions,” said Nway Oo Linn.
“It’s sad to see that people from [other areas of the country] are acting as if this doesn't
concern them. This revolution is a people’s revolution and we cannot lose our faith in it. |
ask for the people to collaborate with us, the local defence forces.”

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/chin-fighters-kill-16-junta-soldiers-in-day-long-
clash

Page 10 of 71


https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/raid-04052022215821.html
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/chin-fighters-kill-16-junta-soldiers-in-day-long-clash
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/9105
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/chin-fighters-kill-16-junta-soldiers-in-day-long-clash
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/chin-fighters-kill-16-junta-soldiers-in-day-long-clash
https://www.myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/news-images/cdf_mindat_0.jpeg

Two PDF Casualties from a Clash in Pindaya Township
By SHAN - April 6, 2022

A clash occurred at a military junta checking gate near Thit Elbin village, Ywar Nge ward,
Pindaya township, Southern Shan State, and two young men assumed to be PDF members
were killed and their corpses were taken by the military junta soldiers.

Pindaya

On 4 April 2022 around 3 P.M, a military junta
check point was attacked by two young
motorcycle riders, and both of them including
a couple of military soldiers were killed
according to the residents.
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“Two young men rode a motorcycle and when they reached the gate, they shot the soldiers
there with a short gun. The soldiers shot back, and they tried to run away. But they got shot
and were arrested,” a man who knows about the incident told SHAN.

The dead bodies of the two men were taken by the military soldiers and guarded at a
mortuary.

“The two young men dead bodies were taken to a mortuary. About 30 soldiers are guarding
the mortuary because of the concerns that the corpses might be stolen,” a man who lives in
Pindaya told SHAN.

At least two military soldiers were also killed and many injured from the clash.

From the military propaganda telegram channel, People’s Voice, it was reported that the
two young men were killed when the clash broke out while checking them at the gate. A
Newington NH USA pistol, ten 9 mm bullets, an ID card, and two Redmi mobile phone were
confiscated.

On the night of the incident, another young man who lives in Ywar Thit ward was arrested,
and soldiers and police were patrolling the whole Pindaya township the next day.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24831

Myanmar Junta’s Police Law Dangerous if Abused: Analyst
By THE IRRAWADDY | 5 April 2022

Last month, Myanmar’s regime enacted the Myanmar Police Act making it compulsory for
law enforcement officers to fight alongside soldiers on the front lines, while expanding their
powers to restrict citizens’ liberty.

Under the law, the appointment of police officers and any structural changes to the force
requires the approval of the military chief.

Page 11 of 71


https://english.shannews.org/archives/author/shannews
https://english.shannews.org/archives/24831

Legal advisor U Khin Maung Myint recently talked to The Irrawaddy about how the law will
affect people.

Why has the regime made it compulsory for the police to serve in security and combat roles
besides law enforcement?

The police used to be a separate entity before 1962 but since then the military has used
armed organizations, including the police, as auxiliary forces.

Legal advisor U Khin Maung Myint. / The Irrawaddy

Now this law assigns security and defense roles to
the police. It has been years since security battalions
were formed within the police to perform as military
units. The law was enacted to assign fighting roles to
the police if necessary.

Do you think officers will have to go to the
frontline?

It is likely. Police battalions had to fight in the past. While officers from township police
stations were engaged in law enforcement, police battalions had to fight alongside the
military on the frontline.

When they gained control of an area and the troops left, police battalions stayed and
reestablished security. This law means that not only police battalions but all officers will be
ordered to fight.

The law grants greater powers to the police. How will it affect the freedom and security of
citizens?

Laws focused on security and protection often compromise the citizenship rights, privacy
and security of individuals.

Under the law, officers can arrest and search buildings, citing security and defense concerns.
Residents have to hand over a layout of new homes. There can be no privacy and safety.

There is no problem if those provisions are enforced properly, respecting constitutional
rights but if the powers granted by the law are abused, it is quite dangerous.

The law carries prison sentences for banging pots and pans. Is the regime trying to stop
every form of protest?

The law expands officers’ powers, largely in response to the changing situation.

The resistance of the people’s defense forces and ethnic armed groups has spread from
ethnic-majority states and rural areas to the cities. As resistance groups appear to be
planning to launch large-scale attacks in a so-called D-day, the law aims to lift the
restrictions on police so officers can take preventive measures against potential attackers.

How about the increasing penalties for certain crimes under the law?
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Every regime rules with fear. It hopes increased penalties will deter potential perpetrators
and reduce opposition.

But the punishment must fit the crime and only then can social order be maintained.
How do you assess the law?

By international standards, the law grants excessive power to Myanmar’s police. It will
overstretch the police from their primary duty: to maintain tranquility and enforce the rule
of law. They are not enforcing the law at the moment and they will be overburdened if they
are also to fight. It is out of touch with reality.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/myanmar-juntas-police-law-dangerous-if-
abused-analyst.html

Junta plans to bring fire department, Red Cross and Buddhist network into new ‘security
force’

A leaked order states that social welfare organisations and political parties are among those
called on to be part of a ‘public security force’

Sa Thant Zin| Published on Apr 6, 2022

Red Cross members in Sittwe, Rakhine State on
April 21, 2020 (EPA)

A leaked order recently issued by the military
outlines plans to use members of the fire
department and the Myanmar Red Cross in the
junta’s ongoing battles against armed resistance.

The March 25 directive from the military council’s
planning and finance ministry stated that military
chief Min Aung Hlaing had delivered instructions to form a “public security force” made up
of retired military officers and police, and members of militias, fire departments and the Red

Cross.

It said that the new force would need to work alongside existing security forces “to deal
with terrorist actions.”

“These are things that are only done when different countries are at war, but they are
employing such techniques to fight against their own people,” Myanmar legal expert Kyi
Myint said. “They’re planning to go to war with the people of the country themselves.”

Members of fire departments have been called on by the military to participate in raids and
serve as personnel at army checkpoints nationwide since the February 2021 coup. Like
police officers and soldiers, they have been targeted in attacks by anti-junta resistance
fighters for being members of the junta.
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Firefighters were present alongside army troops who opened fire on inmates during a
recent protest in Monywa Prison, BBC reported.

The junta has been attempting to increase its manpower on the ground as they face attacks
by revolutionary armed forces in Sagaing and Magway regions and Chin, Karen and Karenni
states, and as officers from the military and police increasingly defect to the resistance.

Prior to the coup, the military had long used the fire department and Red Cross—whose
mandates are supposed to be for rescue and social welfare work—to promote the
legitimacy of the armed forces. However, just before ex-President Thein Sein’s
administration ended in 2016, the Red Cross stopped participating in public parades
alongside the Myanmar army as well as sending personnel to work at security checkpoints
alongside security forces.

The “public security force” described in the March order also outlined the need to recruit
local volunteers and call on members of political parties and organisations such as the more
than 115-year-old Young Men’s Buddhist Association (YMBA) to participate in the initiative
during the launch period, stating that these issues had been discussed during a meeting on
March 3.

No political parties were specifically named in the directive, but analysts have speculated
that they are likely smaller entities with which the military-backed Union Solidarity and
Development Party (USDP) has formed alliances.

Some 21 such parties, including the USDP, released a statement objecting to the US
government’s March 21 designation of the military’s crimes in Rakhine State as amounting
to a genocide of the Rohingya people.

The YMBA was formed under British rule as an anti-colonial organisation, but in recent years
has recognised army chief Min Aung Hlaing as a patron.

Since the coup, photos of the YMBA running a training course on Buddhist principles inside a
military compound went viral on social media.

Junta-appointed information minister Maung Maung Ohn reportedly agreed to help with
YMBA “organisational procedures” following a meeting with its chair Ye Tun in September
last year.

The military also issued a Police Force Law on March 25, allowing them to enlist police
officers in battles nationwide against resistance forces.

“The country is already in ruins and they’re still making it worse,” lawyer Kyi Myint told
Myanmar Now. “The police only should have to deal with public security and law
enforcement but they just want more people to fight in their wars.”

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-plans-to-bring-fire-department-red-cross-
and-buddhist-network-into-new-security-force
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Myanmar Regime Orders That All Foreign Currency Be Converted Into Kyats
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 April 2022

Strapped for hard currency, the Myanmar junta has moved to seize foreign currencies in the
country by ordering that foreign exchange earned by locals must be converted into the local
currency at the “official rate” within “one working day.”

Financial experts and the business community voiced concern that the order would not only
hurt the country’s US dollar-dependent export-import industry, but also worsen inflation,
adding to the already severe burden on the people of Myanmar, whose economy has been
in a downward spiral since the military coup in February last year.

In a notice dated April 3, the junta-controlled Central Bank of Myanmar said foreign
currencies must be deposited in accounts at licensed banks and exchanged for the local
currency within 24 hours. It said the new directive would also apply to foreign currency that
came into the country before April 3.

Those who fail to comply would face legal action under the Foreign Exchange Management
Law, it said.

The central bank’s official exchange rate is currently 1,850 kyats per US dollar. However, the
rate is around 2,050 in the market, meaning exporters and foreign currency account holders
will be hurt by the new policy.

The regime didn’t offer any reason for the order.

However, financial experts suggested the new policy showed the regime is suffering a dollar
deficit and is desperate for hard currency to pay its debts—estimated to amount to at least
USS10 billion—and purchase key supplies such as oil, gas and weapons, mainly to combat
the growing armed resistance in the country.

Myanmar’s military regime has been hit hard by a series of international sanctions over the
coup it staged against the democratically elected government last year, and its subsequent
brutal crackdown on protesters. So far the junta has killed more than 1,700 people. The
takeover also prompted the departure of foreign investment from industries ranging from
brewing to the energy sector, leaving the country’s economy in disarray. International
assistance programs have also been put on hold since the coup.

“They cannot get loans from the World Bank, ADB [Asian Development Bank] and JICA
[Japan’s development agency] and the exemption period to pay back loans due to COVID-19
will end soon. So, they need to repay the loans. That’s why they want to control the US
dollars in the country,” a local observer said.

The central bank has not imposed restrictions on dollar transactions since 2012; anyone in
the country had been able to buy and sell dollars freely since then.

“But now, once you deposit the foreign currency at the bank, it is automatically bought at
1,850 kyats per dollar. You have no choice,” said local businessman Dr. Soe Tun.
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One economist who asked for anonymity said the move could see the country’s exports
grind to a halt, and may ultimately affect agricultural produce growers, who depend on
imported fertilizer.

“Not only exporters, but also local farmers that grow export items will be hit as a

result. How much foreign currency does the central bank still have? And can the bank
manage it? It appears that the bank can’t. Its new policy will only worsen the situation. As
far as | know, they are still holding one meeting after another on how to proceed with its
policy,” he told The Irrawaddy.

Furthermore, Myanmar’s banking sector has been in chaos following the coup. Shortly after
the coup, the central bank limited cash withdrawals from banks and automated teller
machines, restricting the cash flow as many customers rushed to take out their money
fearing the possible economic consequences of the takeover. The bank has eased
restrictions over the past year, but still, individuals, unable to withdraw as much money as
they want from their savings accounts in banks, have to pay around 3 percent to mobile
money agents in order to withdraw cash from their mobile wallets. In the early days after
the coup, they were paying at least 7 to 10 percent.

A local financial expert said the central bank’s new policy would push dollar exchange
transactions into the black market, as the bank cannot sell all the US dollars that import
companies need.

“The importers will have to struggle to get US dollars on the black market at a higher price.
As a result, the cost of their products will be high and inflation will rise,” he said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-orders-that-all-foreign-
currency-be-converted-into-kyats.html

China Will Face Rejection From Myanmar People for Working With Junta: Shadow Govt
By THE IRRAWADDY | 5 April 2022

Myanmar’s parallel civilian National Unity Government (NUG) has warned China that any
effort to build a partnership with the military regime would be rejected by Myanmar’s
people and could seriously damage China’s international reputation.

The warning was issued in a statement by the NUG’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs after
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi met with his Myanmar regime-appointed counterpart
Wunna Maung Lwin in Tunxi, Anhui Province on April 1. Wunna Maung Lwin was in China at
Wang’s invitation.

The NUG was formed by elected lawmakers of the ousted National League for Democracy
(NLD) government, led by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, along with their ethnic allies to challenge
the regime’s legitimacy at home and abroad. Many in Myanmar take the NUG as their
legitimate government and many Western countries have shown support for it, despite
their reluctance to offer official recognition.
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During the meeting, the Chinese foreign minister said China was ready to work with
Myanmar to deepen exchanges and cooperation in all areas, including people-to-people
bonds, “no matter how the situation changes” to achieve the goal of building a China-
Myanmar community with “a shared future.”

Myanmar is currently ruled by a military regime that grabbed power from the country’s
democratically elected government in February last year. The coup has so far killed more
than 1,700 people and caused serious social and political instability, with many observers
fearing that the country is now on the verge of being a failed state.

While the regime is treated as an outcast by most Western democracies, China has been
one of the few countries to engage with the junta, as it is one of Myanmar’s top investors
and has a number of strategic infrastructure projects in its southern neighbor, including
energy pipelines and a proposed port that would give Beijing a critical link to the Indian
Ocean.

On Monday, the NUG said in a statement that the shadow government was committed to
China’s goal of a shared future. But any effort by China to build that future with the regime,
it said, risks serious damage to the international reputation of the People’s Republic of
China.

“Equally important, the people of Myanmar will soundly reject any efforts by foreign
governments to establish such a partnership with the illegitimate military regime,” it
warned.

China’s failure to condemn the coup has resulted in anti-China demonstrations in Myanmar,
and factories owned and run by Chinese companies have been attacked. The anti-China
sentiment cooled somewhat when China urged the regime last year not to dissolve the NLD.

However, a Yangon-based observer of China-Myanmar relations said Wang’s affirmation
that China was ready to work with the junta could see anti-Chinese demonstrations return,
as anti-regime resistance is now at unprecedented levels and this could put Chinese gas
pipeline, copper and nickel projects, among others, at risk.

“Even though they want to do it for economic purposes, China would face strong popular
rejection, especially in this time of political instability,” he said.

The NUG also urged China to respect the will of the people of Myanmar and listen to the
voices of the people by immediately compelling the military junta to stop all violence and
restore civilian governance while working with the NUG and Myanmar’s diverse ethnic
nationalities to deliver humanitarian assistance to end the suffering of the Myanmar people.

“Such a move would help China and Myanmar secure a strong and robust ... shared future,”
it said.

The NUG added that it was saddened to see the “pauk-phaw” (sibling) relations between
China and Myanmar damaged by the regime.
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“The NUG stands ready to work with the Chinese government towards repairing this
damage and building a new type of ‘pauk-phaw’ [relationship] in the future,” it said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/china-will-face-rejection-from-myanmar-people-
for-working-with-junta-shadow-govt.html

‘We Will Remember Who Stood With Us,” Says Myanmar Shadow Govt’s Foreign Minister
By THE IRRAWADDY |5 April 2022

Since the return of military rule last year, Myanmar has been a thorn in the side of regional
countries. As Myanmar is a member of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN),
many countries have urged the 10-member bloc to play the role of mediator in solving the
crisis caused by the coup. Plus, some neighboring and regional countries are still sitting on
the fence while engaging with the regime, which has killed more than 1,700 people so far.

In this excerpt from an interview with The Irrawaddy, Foreign Minister Daw Zin Mar Aung of
Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government shares her impressions of those countries.

Read the full interview here.

Many countries, including the US, endorse ASEAN’s centrality. But ASEAN still cannot act.
And it is mostly on good terms with the regime. The US backs ASEAN though it is aware it
won’t be successful. What could Washington do?

While the US considers ASEAN as an initial step, we cannot reject it completely. But the US
should think about a Plan B in case that approach does not work. We have always called for
an innovative approach. The international community should not use 20th-century
definitions of sovereignty and diplomatic relations to handle Myanmar in a 21st-century
context.

It can no longer use old methods to approach Myanmar. It has been proven in previous
decades that the old approaches were unsuccessful. And ASEAN alone cannot handle
Myanmar’s crises.

ASEAN and US envoys should work together. As the EU has appointed a new envoy, we have
suggested that these envoys should collaborate and take a more innovative approach.

Which countries are not helping the revolution?

| told the Indian media in an interview that some neighboring countries engage with us but
they also deal with the regime. We can understand them.

Our revolution will win. | tell them to cooperate with us and when we win, we will
remember who stood with us in our struggle. This is true for individuals.

We record who our friends are and who are sitting on the fence, which will shape our future
relations with them.

Does that include India?
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Some countries want to help but lack the strength. Others have the strength but they are
too focused on their interests and fail to act decisively. If they want to protect their
interests, | urged them to stand by us.

| guarantee that their interests will not suffer. The NUG has the public’s support. The day
when people don’t like us will be the day we fail. Our neighbors should listen to our people,
and cooperate and support the revolution.

That’s why | was critical during the Indian interview. India is the biggest democracy in the
world. It should more actively and decisively back democracy in Myanmar. It is a major
regional power. | was critical because India should boldly shoulder its role and take action.

What about China?

China is important. Its political situation differs from that of India. | say democracies should
act like real democracies. To be pragmatic, we have to engage diplomatically with China.
Both India and China are important to us. We maintain our engagement with China. We are
taking a pragmatic approach.

What do you expect from China?

At least China should not legitimize the junta and its leaders and say it is a legitimate
government. We have repeatedly said that and asked China not to ignore the 2020 election
results. We understand China does not oppose that.

Cambodia has increased its ties with the junta and Japanese representatives have
attended the regime’s events. Do these countries support the NUG?

This is a difference between Myanmar and Ukraine. EU countries stand collectively by
Ukraine. This gives Ukraine many advantages. But it is different in our region. There are
dictatorial states and others that favor democracy.

But they are also divided. Even democracies like Japan and South Korea are different. South
Korea has been more decisive while Japan focuses on negotiations.

Japan is concerned China might fill a vacuum if it refuses to engage with the regime. It is a
balancing act.

Asian countries accept the principle [of rejecting the regime]. But in reality, they do not take
a tough stance and maintain ties with both the regime and us. We have to monitor their
moves and engage with them.

What is your message to regional countries?

It is simple. When our revolution wins, it will contribute to long-term stability and
development in the region. If our revolution fails, crises will keep happening in Myanmar
and it will continue to be a troublemaker in the region.

But if the people win, Myanmar will contribute to regional stability and development as a
fully established democracy. Other countries should boldly stand by us and support our
revolution.
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Rights Group Files Torture Case Against Myanmar Junta in Turkey

Zsombor Peter

FILE - A pro-democracy protester is detained by
riot police during a rally against the military
coup in Yangon, Myanmar, Feb. 27, 2021.

BANGKOK, THAILAND — A British rights group is
taking Myanmar’s junta to court over allegations
of widespread torture since a 2021 coup,
frustrated by a perceived lack of meaningful

action by the United Nations.

The Myanmar Accountability Project filed the criminal case with the Public Prosecutor’s
Office in Istanbul, Turkey on March 29, pinning its hopes of holding the junta’s leaders to
account on the legal principle of universal jurisdiction.

Universal jurisdiction holds that some crimes are so heinous they transcend any one nation
and can be tried anywhere. International treaties in its remit include the U.N.-sponsored
Convention Against Torture. Turkey is one of the signatories.

“Where there isn’t any other meaningful international action ... a state party to a
convention has a particular obligation to act,” MAP director Chris Gunness told VOA.

“The [U.N.] Security Council sure as hell isn’t going to do anything about crimes against
humanity being committed inside Myanmar. General Assembly resolutions ... are non-
binding.”

A resolution condemning the junta’s bloody crackdown on peaceful protests against the
Myanmar military’s February 2021 coup made it through the General Assembly in June. But
China and Russia, the junta’s main arms suppliers, are widely seen to be blocking the
Security Council from imposing international sanctions and any hope of referring Myanmar’s
leaders to the International Criminal Court in The Hague.

FILE - Anti-coup protesters raise their hands with
clenched fists during a nationwide general strike
near the Mandalay Railway Station in Mandalay,
Myanmar, Feb. 22, 2021, to protest against the
military coup.

“What this [case] does is provide a legal process in
which there can be accountability,” said Gunness.

Myanmar is already on trial at the International
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Court of Justice in The Hague in a case brought by Gambia alleging genocide over the
military’s treatment of ethnic minority Rohingya before last year’s coup. The military is also
under investigation for the same alleged crimes, which it denies, in Argentina in another
universal jurisdiction case filed there by a Rohingya rights group in 2019.

MAP says its case breaks new ground by taking Myanmar’s military to court in a foreign
jurisdiction over alleged crimes committed since the coup that ousted the democratically
elected government.

In a lengthy report issued last month, the U.N. accused the military of systematic human
rights violations over the past year, some amounting to war crimes and crimes against
humanity. It says security forces targeted civilians, with many shot in the head, burned to
death, arbitrarily arrested or used as human shields and tortured.

The case for torture

Gunness said MAP chose to focus on torture due to the strength of the evidence backing it
up, although he refused to discuss what that was for fear of exposing the alleged victims. He
said the case focuses on one alleged victim’s time at a notorious interrogation center called
Ye Kyi Ain but includes evidence of several other victims as well to prove that the junta’s
practices amount to a crime against humanity.

He said the 24 accused include junta leader Min Aung Hlaing, military security chief Ye Win
0o, and the two men who run the interrogation center — Tun Tun Zan and Tun Nay Lin.

A spokesman for the military and junta leaders could not be reached for comment.

The military has denied committing atrocities since the coup and says it has a duty to ensure
peace and security in the face of nationwide armed resistance to its rule.

FILE - Riot police officers fire teargas canisters
during a protest against the military coup in
Yangon, Myanmar, Feb. 28, 2021.

Gunness said he considered filing the case in
several countries but settled on Turkey for a
number of reasons: popular sympathy for the
plight of the Rohingya; support for last year’s
U.N. General Assembly resolution; a track record
of taking up universal jurisdiction cases; and its
many extradition treaties with other countries.

Gunness said his hope is that some of the accused might be arrested while visiting or
transiting through one of those countries and be extradited to Turkey to stand trial.

Short of that, he hopes the case can help further isolate the junta and keep it out of
Myanmar’s U.N. seat. Kyaw Moe Tun, who was appointed before the coup, still holds the
post and was quick to condemn the putsch. The junta has thus far failed in its bid to replace
him.
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“A state's democratic credentials and human rights record are increasingly important
considerations at the U.N.'s Credentials Committee, which decides who sits in the General
Assembly and other U.N. bodies,” Gunness said. “The fact that the junta is in the dock for
torturing and murdering its own people on an industrial scale can only isolate Myanmar's
military clique even further across the international system."

The Public Prosecutor’s Office in Istanbul has yet to announce whether it will take up the
case. It did not reply to VOA's requests for comment.

‘Better than nothing’

Whatever its chances, universal jurisdiction cases can offer an antidote to impunity when
countries like Myanmar refuse to recognize the ICC and allies on the U.N. Security Council,
like China and Russia, stand in the way of referring them there, said Linda Lakhdhir, Asia
division legal adviser to Human Rights Watch, a U.S.-based rights group.

And even if the accused never end up in the dock, she said, “A jurisdiction like Turkey taking
this case and hearing it does send a signal to Myanmar that their actions are being
scrutinized and are considered worthy of this kind of scrutiny.”

Universal jurisdiction, in principle and in practice, has its critics.

In practice, it matters that the country taking up a case is seen to have honest courts, said
Catherine Renshaw, who teaches international law at Australia’s Western Sydney University
and studies Myanmar.

“The idea is that international justice proceedings should meet the highest levels of integrity
and compliance with the rule of law, and that’s what the International Criminal Court tries
to pursue, and it’s one of the reasons why there are such terrible delays with ICC
proceedings. But those sorts of guarantees are really what the system relies on, and we
can’t guarantee that they are in place in countries like Turkey,” she said.

Turkey’s government claims that its courts are on a par with the best in the world but is
often accused at home and abroad of wielding them against its critics and political
opponents.

Renshaw said victims may also see prosecutions abroad as poor substitutes for justice
denied at home, especially when those who end up in a foreign court’s grasp are among the
least responsible, as has happened with some universal jurisdiction cases.

Even if Turkey’s courts take up the case, she said the accused are not likely to end up there
any time soon, and that the case might not shed much new light on the alleged torture
without their testimony.

The Independent Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar, set up by the U.N. in 2018, is
already at work collecting evidence of “the most serious international crimes” in the country
from before the coup and since.

“The thing that universal jurisdiction is said to provide is a degree of justice, which is better
than nothing, but | wonder if the victims really feel the same about it,” said Renshaw.
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“The biggest worry that you have about it is that it raises the hopes of victims and people in
Myanmar that there is justice afoot and the reality of that is a much paler sort of justice
than what they might be anticipating.”

https://www.voanews.com/a/rights-group-files-torture-case-against-myanmar-junta-in-
turkey/6517695.html

PPST to present proposal for Political Roadmap to parties, NUG and military council

By Thanlwintimes - April 5, 2022

The Peace Process Steering Team (PPST) says it will
submit a proposal for Political Roadmap by NCA
signatories to all political parties concerned, including
the National Unity Government (NUG) and the military
council.

‘ ..g ' i After a six-day session of the fourth conference of top
leaders of NCA signatories, they announced that proposal at PPST’s first news conference on
April 4.

Comrade Myo Win, a spokesman for the Peace Process Steering Team (PPST), said the
motion for a Political Roadmap would be submitted to all political parties involved, including
the NUG government and the military council.

“In the first phase, the proposal will be put on the table. The PPST does not follow the NCA
framework for resolving political issues but would continue to stand by the essence of the
NCA. Through the media, we must make it obvious to the public what our Political Roadmap
is,” he added.

Following the meeting, two members from each of the NCA signatories are appointed to the
new PPST.

In addition, the PPST’s Steering Committee has been reorganized and Vice-Chairman Naing
Aung Min from the New Mon State Party (NMSP) has been assigned as the group’s leader;
Colonel Khun Okka of the Pa-O National Liberation Army (PNLA), Khaing Soe Aung from the
Arakan Liberation Party (ALP) and Dr. Naw Ka Paw Htoo from KNU / KNLA / PC as members,
and Comrade Myo Win as the coordinator.

The fourth conference of NCA signatories was held in Chiang Mai, Thailand from March 29
to April 3.

https://thanlwintimes.com/2022/04/05/ppst-to-present-proposal-for-political-roadmap-to-
parties-nug-and-military-council/
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Myanmar Junta’s Jade Mining Ban Targets Resistance Funding, KIA Says
By THE IRRAWADDY | 5 April 2022

The Myanmar military regime’s recent order halting all jade mining in Kachin State was
issued with the aim of putting pressure on the Kachin Independence Army (KIA), according
to Colonel Naw Bu, the ethnic armed group’s information officer.

Myanma Gems Enterprise, a state-owned company under the Ministry of Natural Resources
and Environmental Conservation, announced in the March 31 issues of the regime’s
newspapers that jade mining in Lone Khin, Hpakant, Maw Lu and Maw Han will no longer be
allowed so that, it said, the country’s precious resources can be conserved for succeeding
generations, and the environment and the safety of jade miners can be protected.

The KIA is still considering how to respond to the jade mining ban in Kachin. In the
meantime, it will wait and see what the regime does to companies that fail to comply with
the order.

“We will wait and see. Many people from across Myanmar make a living in Hpakant. So,
their order will only hurt the people, and we will see if miners follow their instruction. | think
the ban will further aggravate the problem,” Col. Naw Bu said, referring to the adverse
consequences on the hundreds of thousands of people working there, and the many more
engaged in the jade industry.

A jade miner in Kachin State said most of the jade mining companies in Kachin State pay tax
to the KIA.

“Most of the jade mines here are under the control of the KIA. Even the military-linked
companies have to pay tax to the armed group. So, [the regime] does not want others to
benefit from [mining] while it can’t. It assumes that the profits from jade mines will go to
the resistance movement and is therefore trying to disrupt the business,” he said.

Jade is the main source of income for the KIA, which is fighting for greater autonomy in
Kachin State. The trade is also responsible for decades-long tensions between the KIA and
Myanmar’s military, which battle for control of jade revenues.

The armed group has publicly opposed the military regime since its coup last year, and also
trained and armed local resistance groups, collectively known as the People’s Defense Force
(PDF), which are fighting the regime.

A political analyst said the regime imposed the ban to stretch the finances of the KIA and
the PDF.

“As all the companies have to pay tax to the KIA in their transactions, [the regime has
imposed the ban] to cut the cash flow to the KIA and PDF,” he said.
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“But in Hpakant alone, there are nearly 500,000 prospectors. And it is not an easy task for
the military to drive all of them out of the mines. As a result, illegal mining and the illegal
market will re-emerge, as in the past,” he added.

A source close to jade miners shared the view that the ban will only create an illegal
market.

“If jade mining is criminalized, it will create problems for scavengers. They can be arrested
for illegal possession of stones,” he said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-juntas-jade-mining-ban-targets-
resistance-funding-kia-says.html

Waingmaw Villagers Afraid Regime Will Attack KIA
KNG | 6th April 2022

Villagers fear for their safety after the Burma
Army (BA) showed up in their village in
Waingmaw Township, which is also near Laiza,
the de facto headquarters of the Kachin
Independence Organisation, whose armed

A3 wing, the Kachin Independence Army (KIA), is
SRRt W fichting the regime in Kachin State.

Although the BA soldiers were no longer in the village, an anonymous source explained they
were still only a mile away.

“The KIA will shoot if the BA soldiers enter their area, so of course we’re still very worried
about our safety,” he told KNG.

On Monday, a column of 200 BA soldiers showed up in Nam Sam Yang at 8am and left for
the Lailum Bum (mountain) military camp at 4am. The column was guarding trucks
delivering supplies to two camps around San Sam Yang. Eighty military trucks carrying food,
military equipment and soldiers drove from Bhamo to Dor Hpong Yang, Hkaya Bum and
Nam Sam Yang.

The KIA’s territory starts on the eastern bank of a small river near Nam Sam Yang and if the
BA crossed it, they would attack them.

Another anonymous source from the village said that the soldiers from Infantry Battalion-83
and 13, which are based in Dor Hpong Yang, told him that they’d leave as soon as everything
had been delivered. Some fear that the BA is preparing an attack on Laiza after the regime
has been supplying its camps in the surrounding areas and in the Gan Dawng area in recent
weeks.
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The residents of Nam Sam Yang fled fighting between BA and KIA in 2011 and only returned
to their village in 2019 under a repatriation programme supported by the Aung San Suu Kyi
government.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/04/06/waingmaw-villagers-afraid-regime-will-attack-kia/

Fighting Forces Putao Villagers To Flee Again
KNG |6th April 2022

After a month without fighting, new clashes between
the regime and the Kachin Independence Army (KIA)

have forced villagers to once again seek shelter from

the violence in Putao Township.

“I think a column of the Burma Army (BA) entered the
KIA area, which triggered the clashes,” said a man who
‘ )( .)( wished to remain anonymous. He heard artillery fire on

KACHIUNNEWS;CO 3 April only two miles from his village where the KIA
fought with the BA column of 80 soldiers in northern
Kachin State. "Some villagers advised us to flee to the
nearby jungle. | don’t know what will happen,” the man from Tan Ja village told KNG.

After a long pause in the fighting, villagers who'd fled earlier violence thought it safe to
return to their homes, which they did with the support of the Kachin Peace-talks Creation
Group (PCG), the Kachin National Consultative Council and the Myitkyina Christian Council.

Villagers from Tumpyi Yang, Lon Shar Yang, N’se Yang,Tan Ja and Sumpyi Yang are
concerned that they’ll be forced out of their homes by the clashes.

“We're worried about our safety because the situation on the ground is still unstable,” said
a resident of Sumpyi Yang, who asked that his name not be released. He said no one has fled
the village, which was recently occupied by BA soldiers, but they’ve agreed to gather when
they hear gunfire. "We are telling everyone not to leave our village.”

The BA column used to stay in Hpert Mer but has since moved to Sumpyi Yang and Lon Shar
Yang. According to the locals, the regime wants to drive the KIA troops out of nearby Tan Ja.

“1 think there will probably be more clashes in the area,” said an anonymous source who's
also returned to his village in the township.

The KIA and the local branch of the People Defence Force clashed with junta soldiers in early
February before withdrawing after more BA fighters were deployed in the area in early
March.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/04/06/fighting-forces-putao-villagers-to-flee-again/
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Clashes between junta, Karen forces intensify along southeastern Myanmar roads

Battles are reported along the Asian Highway in Karen State and the motorway connecting
Yangon and Mawlamyine in Mon State

Myanmar Now | Published on Apr 5, 2022

Several civilian vehicles are seen burning on
the Asian Highway on April 4 (CJ)

The Myanmar military set fire to multiple
civilian cars travelling along the Asian
Highway in Karen State on Monday,
according to a spokesperson for a local anti-
junta defence force fighting alongside the
Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) in the
area.

Battles between the resistance alliance and the junta’s armed forces broke out in at least
two locations on the road which connects Myawaddy, at the Thai border, with Kawkareik
District.

The Myanmar army reportedly launched an airstrike during one such clash near Kyeik village
in Kyainseikgyi Township, and set fire to a truck and two other vehicles travelling from
Myawaddy along the road near the Taw Naw waterfall on Monday morning.

The defence force spokesperson said he could not disclose further details on the incident,
including whether there were casualties.

“All we can tell you right now is that the cars were torched during the battle,” he explained.

The Karen State-based news organisation KIC reported on Monday evening that civilians
were no longer using the Asian Highway due to security threats, instead opting to travel
along other local roads. They confirmed that two military helicopters and a fighter jet came
to the aid of junta forces in the area during clashes with the KNLA, starting on Sunday.

Padoh Saw Taw Nee, spokesperson for the Karen National Union (KNU)—the political wing
of the KNLA—told Myanmar Now that he could not comment on the battles in Kawkareik at
the time of reporting.

He previously said that junta forces had suffered major casualties in the district during
earlier clashes with the KNLA and an allied defence force near Myo Haung village on March
31.

“The battle started very early in the morning and | was told that the military suffered a great
deal of losses. However, | do not know how many died,” Padoh Saw Taw Nee told Myanmar
Now last week.

Local reports—which Myanmar Now has been unable to independently verify—suggested
that there were at least 15 junta casualties, with several more soldiers injured.
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On the same morning, KIC reported that the KNLA’s Brigade 1 and an allied defence force
attacked a junta checkpoint in Mon State’s Kyaikhto Township. The military’s retaliation
included heavy weapon fire, reportedly injuring two locals.

KIC stated that troops carried out searches of homes in the nearby Moke Pa Lin village
following the clash.

“The battles with [the KNLA's] Brigade 1 used to take place only in the forests, but now the
junta forces can’t go out of the woods anymore. They are always getting intercepted around
the road,” Padoh Saw Taw Nee said, referring to the highway between Yangon and the Mon
State capital of Mawlamyine.

On March 29, two boys, age six and nine, were killed on the road when a 30-vehicle military
unit travelling south from Bilin to Thaton opened fire on the area using heavy and light
weapons, eyewitnesses said.

That same day, the KNLA's Brigade 5 reportedly attacked a junta base in Mei Waing in
Mutraw District—known in Burmese as Hpapun—while the troops were receiving a delivery
of weapons, ammunition and supplies from military helicopters.

The helicopter fired back, injuring a 38-year-old man, and an 18-year-old man and woman. A
house was also destroyed, according to the KNU.

On March 21, the KNLA seized control of the junta’s Maw Khee base in the Waw Lay area of
Myawaddy Township along the Thai border, forcing troops to retreat and confiscating a
number of weapons.

Padoh Saw Taw Nee said the military suffered at least 40 casualties on March 27 when a
junta column of around 300 soldiers attacked the KNLA in the village of Bla Doh, just a few
miles from Maw Khee.

Battles came to a halt in the area on March 29, the KNU spokesperson said.

The military council does not disclose information on the daily battles breaking out with
resistance forces nationwide.

Data collected by the Institute for Strategy and Policy-Myanmar stated that nearly 2,200
battles had taken place between the junta’s armed forces and ethnic armed organisations
between July 1, 2021 and March 20 of this year. More than 1,800 of these clashes—around
80 percent—were in KNU-controlled territory.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/clashes-between-junta-karen-forces-intensify-
along-southeastern-myanmar-roads
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Myanmar military resumes assault on Kokang region following rebel leader’s funeral

Min Aung Hlaing sent flowers to Peng Jiasheng’s funeral service just before launching
another series of attacks against the MNDAA

Nyein Swe | Published on Apr 5, 2022
The funeral of Peng Jiasheng (The Kokang)

. The Myanmar army restarted attacks on the
Kokang region of northern Shan State last week,
. one day after sending flowers to the funeral for
the founder of the ethnic Kokang Myanmar
National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA), a
spokesperson for the organisation told Myanmar
Now.

The assaults, which began again on March 31 in Mongpaw, Muse Township, after nearly a
month-long break, have continued into April, according to MNDAA information officer Yan
Naing.

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing initially sent a letter expressing his condolences to the MNDAA
after 94-year-old Peng Jiasheng’s death on February 16, and six weeks later a large flower
arrangement to his funeral, held in Mongla, eastern Shan State. The ceremony was attended
by Maj-Gen Myint Tun, head of the Myanmar army’s Triangle Region Command.

b 1 A flower arrangement and the letter of
e — ¢ condolences sent by the junta commander to the
el woabe

=== MNDAA following Peng Jiasheng’s death (The
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bty cperiings

Yan Naing added that the junta’s Light Infantry

"TIISEE Battalion 420, under Light Infantry Division 99,

launched an offensive against the MNDAA near
Hugan village in the Mongpaw area on Sunday afternoon but withdrew hours later.

“We were only defending ourselves because they started attacking us,” he told Myanmar
Now.

MNDAA leader Peng Jiasheng (The Kokang)
He said he could not provide further details regarding the fighting.

Myanmar Now’s calls to the junta’s spokesperson on renewed clashes
in the Kokang region have gone unanswered.

Military assaults on MNDAA territory in the Mongko area of Muse,
along the Chinese border, reignited six months after the February
2021 coup.

Although talks were held between the Myanmar Army and the
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Kokang armed group in December of last year, the agenda and results of the meeting were
not disclosed, and both ground and air attacks by the junta’s forces began again days later.

“It’s a tradition of the military to never keep their end of the deal. This is nothing out of the
ordinary. This is something to be expected from them,” Yan Naing said.

The MNDAA has been a target of army assaults since 2019, when the group refused to
transform into a border guard force under the military’s control.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-resumes-assault-on-kokang-
region-following-rebel-leaders-funeral

MNDAA Retreats From Mong Baw Camp
By SHAN - April 5, 2022

The Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) has withdrawn after the regime
shelled its camp in Mong Baw in Muse District with artillery.

Mong Baw village

Fighting broke out from 2pm to 5.30pm on Sunday,
after which the Kokang group withdrew from their
camp, said a source who declined to be named. "The
Burma Army (BA) attacked the MNDAA camp from a
hill near Kawng Ma Ki Nok with artillery.”

I Another anonymous source said residents from
Mang Pein and Wan Kart had fled the fighting.

The next day, clashes continued near Nawng Kham at midday after BA LIB-402, under LID-
99, advanced on the MNDAA troops, according to another man who also requested
anonymity.

The Kachin Independence Army is also fighting with the BA around Mong Baw and clashed
with its soldiers in late March.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24826

Burma Army Send Troops Near SSPP Camp In Southern Shan State
By SHAN - April 6, 2022

The Burma Army (BA) has deployed troops near a Shan State Progress Party (SSPP) camp
after a regime official warned the ethnic armed group to withdraw from southern Shan
State during a meeting in Burma’s capital Naypyitaw.
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Military sent force to towndown Taunggyi (Last
year photo)

About 100 BA soldiers were recently sent to
Nam Mo, a small village of 70 houses in
Namsang Township, a local familiar with the
situation told SHAN anonymously. He said they
forced Nam Mo residents to dig bunkers. The
man said that the village, which is close to the
SSPP camp in Laikha Township, has never
received armed troops including soldiers from the regime who are now sleeping in the
Buddhist monastery.

Locals fear that fighting between the two armed groups is imminent.

An anonymous officer from the People’s Militia Force (PMF) in Namsang Township, which is
allied with BA, told SHAN that the junta told the SSPP during the 31 March meeting that
they have to retreat to northern Shan State to avoid armed conflict. SHAN has repeatedly
called the SSPP spokesperson and asked for a statement on the expansion of the BA near
their military camp, but he hasn’t responded.

Since last June, SSPP and Ta’ang National Liberation Army have been attacking the
Restoration Council of Shan State in Lawksawk Township, which is northwest of Laikha.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24829

Regime unhappy with AA efforts to foster intercommunal harmony, says ethnic armed
group’s spokesman

DMG Newsroom | 5 April 2022, Sittwe

The Arakan Army (AA) has accused Myanmar’s
military regime of sabotaging its efforts to achieve
harmony between Buddhist and Muslim
communities in conflict-torn Arakan State.

At a press conference held by the Arakanese
ethnic armed group on Tuesday, AA spokesman U
Khaing Thukha said the regime’s governing body,
the State Administration Council (SAC), has
formally complained about the AA’s engagement with Muslim communities in Arakan State.

“The SAC has complained to us by letter, especially about us providing medical treatment in
Muslim villages in Buthidaung and Rathedaung [townships], meeting community elders and
locals in Muslim villages,” he told reporters.
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“This clearly shows that they [the military regime] do not want to see harmony between the
various communities in Arakan State. Such acts are detrimental to harmony [in Arakan
State], and undermine mutual trust,” U Khaing Thukha added.

A Muslim from Buthidaung Township, who asked not to be named for security concerns,
said he supported the AA’s efforts to foster harmony between the two communities.

“What the AA is doing is good. We have also heard that the military has complained about
the AA’s actions. It is unacceptable,” he said.

Myanmar’s military and the AA have observed an unofficial ceasefire since November 2020,
after two years of often intense fighting in Arakan State and neighbouring Chin State.

The United League of Arakan (ULA), which is the political wing of the AA, has been working
to establish a parallel administration in Arakan State, including a separate judiciary, revenue
department, security apparatus and other governing institutions.

Communal outreach efforts have included the organising of a multi-ethnic, interfaith
football tournament late last year.

In a 2021 interview with local media, AA chief Twan Mrat Naing said he intended for
Muslims in Arakan State to participate more in administrative roles and the police work of
the ULA/AA.

https://www.dmediag.com/news/4266-rke-msl-sac

AA spokesman talks corruption, junta relations, human resources and more in monthly
media briefing

DMG Newsroom | April 5

In a wide-ranging press conference on Tuesday, the
Arakan Army insisted it has a zero-tolerance policy
N = - when it comes to corruption; invited more
5;, il |l Pl NI Arakanese intellectuals to join its cause; and

¥ . @ warned that conflict in Arakan State could flare

| ‘ anew if Myanmar’s military regime interferes in AA

efforts to establish an administrative apparatus
and judiciary separate from the junta’s own.
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“The ULA/AA practises a zero-tolerance policy when it comes to abuse of power and
corruption,” AA spokesman U Khaing Thukha said during Tuesday’s press conference, the
second of what the ethnic armed group says will be a monthly occurrence. The United
League of Arakan (ULA) is the political wing of the AA.

“We have to treat abuse of power and corruption as a cancer and prevent it while we are
building a better future for our state and society,” U Khaing Thukha added.
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“There are individuals and organisations that are committing dishonest acts in the name of
our organisation. We will detain and investigate anyone suspected of committing such acts,
and will take action against them if they are found guilty,” he said, claiming the
aforementioned individuals and organisations were attempting to tarnish the AA’s image.

Turning to the ethnic armed group’s uneasy relations with Myanmar’s military regime, U
Khaing Thukha said fighting is likely to resume if the junta disrupts ongoing AA
administrative and judicial initiatives. The ULA has been working to establish a parallel
administration in Arakan State, including a separate legal system, revenue department,
security apparatus and other governing institutions.

The ULA’s judicial department received 3,838 cases last year and 1,845 cases in the first
quarter of 2022, according to the organisation, which says some 1,900 cases from 2021 and
1,026 cases from this year have been handled so far.

But the regime has conducted raids and military operations near ULA courts in Kyaukphyu,
Ramree and Taungup townships, the AA spokesman said on Tuesday.

“People are being threatened with legal action if they file a complaint with the United
League of Arakan. We are monitoring the Myanmar military closely. There could be clashes
with the Myanmar military and a series of armed conflicts in Arakan State if we lose
tolerance,” he warned.

The Myanmar military and Arakan Army reached an informal ceasefire agreement in
November 2020, after some two years of deadly and devastating conflict in Arakan State
and neighbouring Chin State. Renewed hostilities have taken place only twice since then: in
Maungdaw Township in November of last year, when the two sides briefly exchanged fire,
and again in Maungdaw in February.

Following Tuesday’s press conference, DMG made multiple attempts to obtain comment
from junta spokesperson Major-General Zaw Min Tun, as well as Arakan State Security and
Border Affairs Minister Colonel Kyaw Thura, but they could not be reached.

With the AA/ULA growing in influence since the end of their war with the Myanmar military,
U Khaing Thukha said the organisations were looking for more talent to bolster their ranks.

“The Arakan Army provides the necessary administrative and legal training for young
people. In some places where there are a lot of applicants, such applications are carefully
selected. But on the other hand, the participation of educated young and middle-aged
people in the Arakan Army has not yet reached our satisfaction,” he said.

Ko Kyaw Naing Htay, a youth of Sittwe, said there was a competition afoot in Arakan State,
with human resources being sought by both the AA/ULA and Myanmar’s military regime.

“We hope that young people will be ready to take on any role they want,” he said. “But the
incumbent government is also recruiting educated young people, so we have to compete.
Just as the regime employs Arakanese educated youth in government machinery, so does
the ULA/AA.”
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Arakan Army Threatens War With Myanmar Junta
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 April 2022

The Arakan Army (AA) has called on Myanmar’s regime not to interfere in its administration
in Rakhine State, saying it will spark an armed conflict.

AA spokesman Khaing Thukha told an online press conference on Tuesday: “Tensions are
rising between Myanmar’s military and the Rakhine people’s authority led by the AA. We
have been talking through intermediaries to ease tensions and avoid confrontation.

“But if the junta continues to interfere, we can’t guarantee peace. So the regime needs to
be careful,” he added.

The AA was established in 2009 in Kachin State with the support of the Kachin
Independence Army and in 2014 it began returning to its Rakhine homeland.

Its increased presence in Rakhine and growing popularity resulted in fierce fighting with
Myanmar’s military after late 2018. An unofficial ceasefire was agreed ahead of the
November 2020 general election.

The United League of Arakan (ULA), the political wing of the AA, has since built a parallel
administration in Rakhine with a judiciary, revenue department, public security offices and
other governmental institutions, while Myanmar’s junta was busy fighting the resistance
movement that followed its takeover in February last year.

The regime has complained about the administrative and judicial development of the ULA
and is putting military pressure on the AA, said Khaing Thukha.

Troops have disrupted ULA courts in Kyaukphyu, Taungup and Ramree townships, he
claimed.

Khaing Thukha accused the regime of hampering the AA’s efforts to build ethnic harmony
between Buddhist and Muslim communities in Rakhine. The regime has formally
complained about the AA meeting Rohingya in Rathedaung and Buthidaung, he said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/arakan-army-threatens-war-with-myanmar-
junta.html
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