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Junta helicopters force Magway resistance fighters to retreat

The helicopters arrived to counter an attack on a police station that left at least nine
soldiers dead, resistance sources said

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Mar 30, 2022

Two military helicopters are seen
taking part in a demonstration in
Ayeyarwady Region in February
2018 (EPA)

A large-scale attack on a police
station in northern Magway
Region’s Myaing Township ended on
Monday after regime forces opened
fire on resistance fighters from two
helicopters, forcing them to retreat.

Sources involved in the attack told
Myanmar Now that hundreds of resistance fighters from several different groups mounted
an assault on the police station in Ba Hin, a village about 27km northwest of the town of
Myaing, at around noon on Monday.

The resistance forces were close to taking control of the police station when two helicopters
appeared at around 4pm, according to the leader of one of the groups that took part in the
offensive.

“We were about 80% successful in our effort to take the police station, but then the
helicopters arrived and started to fire on us. We retreated to avoid losing members,” said
Japan, the leader of a group calling itself the People’s Revolution Army.

A resident of Ba Hin told Myanmar Now that the retreat began about 30 minutes after the
arrival of the helicopters. He added that he didn’t know how much damage had been done
because he still hadn’t returned to the village.

According to Japan, at least nine junta soldiers were killed in the clash and two resistance
fighters were injured. Around 60 soldiers and police were inside the police station at the
time of the attack, he added.

The military has not released any statements about the incident, which came amid an
intensification of fighting in the region in recent weeks.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-helicopters-force-magway-resistance-
fighters-to-retreat
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Myanmar military abducts, tortures 11-year-old boy in Mandalay

The boy was among four locals from Myitnge Township beaten in junta custody after they
were accused of supporting the armed resistance

Moe Oo | Published on Mar 30, 2022

& Junta police are seen in Yangon in
September 2021 (Myanmar Now)

Junta soldiers arrested and abused four
people from Mandalay Region’s
Myitnge Township over the weekend,
accusing them of supporting the anti-
dictatorship People’s Defence Force
(PDF), locals said.

Among them was Moe Lun, age 11,
who was reportedly tortured while in

military custody on March 26.

“The child was beaten and taken from his home. They also brutally beat and took a married
couple and another man,” a local man from Myitnge told Myanmar Now on the condition of
anonymity.

The other victims were identified as a man named Htay Win, and Tayote and Win Kyi, who
are husband and wife.

They were reportedly held in the compound of the Yadana Gu monastery in Amarapura
Township, but only Win Kyi and Moe Lun were released later that day. The two men—Htay
Win and Tayote—are believed to have been sent to the interrogation centre situated within
Mandalay Palace, “if they are still alive,” the local man said.

Moe Lun’s face was badly bruised upon his return, but, fearing repercussions from the
military, his family did not dare send him to a hospital, he added.

“Win Kyi was brutally tortured as well. They accused her of providing a sack of rice to the
PDF,” the local said.

Myanmar Now called the Myitnge Police Station to obtain comment on the claims but all
calls went unanswered.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-abducts-tortures-11-year-old-
boy-in-mandalay
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Myanmar Junta Convoy Under Repeated Attack in Chin State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 30 March 2022

Myanmar’s junta has suffered heavy casualties in Mindat Township, Chin State, since March
26, according to the Chinland Defense Force (CDF).

CDF fighters have repeatedly ambushed a junta convoy advancing to Matupi through
Mindat since March 26. Around 20 junta soldiers are believed to have been killed and many
more injured in ambushes, according to Salai Ha Eun Man, a CDF spokesman.

“We have been ambushing the military vehicles heading to Matupi for four days. Nearly 20
junta soldiers were killed and many others injured,” he told The Irrawaddy.

Resistance fighters also killed two junta soldiers providing security in Mindat town on
Tuesday, he said. “We attacked four junta soldiers in Bawa Thit ward. Two soldiers were
killed,” Salai Ha Eun Man added.

The junta convoy containing 80 vehicles and two armored vehicles arrived in Mindat on
March 25 from Monywa in Sagaing Region and Pakokku.

The regime has cut phone and internet services in rural Mindat and villagers along the road
have left their homes to avoid junta soldiers.

A Mindat resident told The Irrawaddy: “Phones only work in the towns. Villagers along the
road have left their homes. We can’t contact them by phone so we don’t know what is
happening to them. In my township, everyone is a refugee. The regime has blocked the road
which brings rice from Yaw. It has been difficult for a year but things get worse every day.”

Matupi is more than 160km from Mindat, linked by a winding road. As Mindat CDF is
ambushing the convoy, the fighting is likely to increase along the road.

The Matupi CDF told The Irrawaddy that the junta convoy is still in Mindat and the CDF and
its allies will attack when it enters Matupi Township.

The convoy reportedly contains troops from Mindat-based Light Infantry Battalion 274 and
Division 11.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-convoy-under-repeated-attack-
in-chin-state.html

17 junta soldiers killed in Chin State’s Mindat Township
By Mizzima |30 March 2022

17 junta soldiers were killed in two clashes between junta troops and the Chinland Defense
Force (CDF) in Mindat Township, Chin State on 29 March, according to a statement by CDF-
Mindat.
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CDF troops opened fire on the junta’s forces at a
newly renovated pond near Bo Hmu Hashine Ravine
on Wanma Thu Maung Road, Ba Wa Thit ward at 7:10
a.m. on 29 March.

Two junta soldiers were killed in the shooting and
their bodies were taken away by ambulance at 2:22
p.m on 29 March, according to the CDF-Mindat
Information Department.

Later, fighting between CDF-Mindat and the military council intensified on the Mindat-
Matupi Road and phone lines were also cut off.

Earlier on 29 March, at 12.30am, 15 junta soldiers were killed and many others were injured
when CDF-Mindat attacked them with mines and small arms, according to the CDF-Mindat
Information Department.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/17-junta-soldiers-killed-chin-states-mindat-township

KNU’s general dismisses killing spree, calls for round-table discussion for peace
PUBLISHED 30 MARCH 2022

Brutal killings of each other will not help achieve
the goal, and if both sides are willing, there must
be a round-table discussion, said General Saw
Mutu Sae Poe, chairman of the Karen National
Union (KNU).

! The KNU chairman made the comment during an
opening speech at the fourth conference (second
_ part) of the top leaders of the ethnic armed
organizations, signatories to the nationwide ceasefire agreement, that the commenced on
March 29 in Chiang Mai, Thailand.

“As far as | am concerned, the problem facing our country must be solved on a round table.
If we are indiscriminately and brutally killing each other, we will not reach our goal. We
need a face-to-face debate,” the general said.

If the situation continues like that, the goal of achieving peace and peaceful coexistence
among the different ethnic nationalities will not be possible, and the current situation is
complicated in which killings are happening, he pointed out.

“The ongoing problem is that we are killing each other. Without stopping this, | would say
that the peace cannot be achieved during our lifetime. We will end up different. | said in
signing the NCA. Like we killed each other daringly, we have to work bravely when it comes
to achieving peace,” he commented.
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He expressed his belief that the leaders on the other side would hear what he said. He also
expressed his wish for seeing the peace next year.

The only way to resolve the conflict is a round-table discussion, not killing spree, the KNU’s
general pointed out.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/knus-general-dismisses-killing-spree-calls-for-round-
table-discussion-for-peace

KNU says military council launches massive offensive to split KNU and PDF
Wednesday, March 30, 2022 | Than Lwin Times

A massive military offensive launched by the
military council is intended to split KNU and
PDF, KNU spokesman Pado Saw Taw Ni said.

In addition to the military build-up, the
military council has attacked using armored
vehicles, and carried out artillery shelling and
airstrikes in the KNU-controlled areas of
Hpapun District Brigade 5 and Dooplaya District Brigade 6.

The military council's move is seen as splitting the KNU and the PDF coalition, and later the
KNU will be pressured for a ceasefire, Pado Saw Taw Ni said.

“The PDFs are under our control. We could not stand when we were attacked and the
people were hurt. The military council's current offensive is making it harder for PDF forces
to survive and communicate with each other,” he added.

However, the KNU will continue to fight for the overthrow of the military dictatorship. If the
military council really wants a ceasefire, it will need to withdraw all troops from KNU-
controlled areas, said Pado Saw Taw Ni.

"Our stance is clear. We will fight until the dictators are uprooted. If you want a ceasefire,
you have to be sincere. Get rid of all the troops in this area.

Then we can consider the next step. And if the military council really wants a ceasefire, it
needs to be done carefully, not just in one place, but in all parts of the country," he said.

Currently, there is ongoing fighting in the KNU-controlled area of Dooplaya District Brigade
6, and due to the high number of casualties on the military council, it is using airstrikes and
sending large numbers of troops.

https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/knu-says-military-council-launches-massive-offensive-
split-knu-and-pdf
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Profile of a Shan aid group - Shan State Refugee Committee—Thai Border

By Sai Wansai |30 March 2022

Women walking after receiving food donations
in the Mong Paw area in Shan state, as fighting
has intensified in the region between the military
and various ethnic armed groups in eastern
Myanmar since the February military coup.
Photo: MNWM / AFP

There is no denying that the Shan armed
resistance groups and the Shan civil society
organizations (CSOs) and community-based
organizations (CBOs) based in Thailand are intertwined and cannot be separated.

Hideyuki Okano, in his report titled, "Non-Military Transnational Networks of Armed Group:
RCSS/SSA in Burma and Shan NGOs in Thailand", published in the Journal of Human Security
Studies, Special Issue 2020-1, wrote about the connection between the Shan armed

resistance active inside Shan State and the CSOs and CBOs of Shan origin based in Thailand.

“(F)low of migrants from Burma into Thailand has been observed for over a century.
Especially, during the late 1990s, large numbers of Shans were displaced in Burma due to
the deterioration caused by the civil war, entering Thailand. However, since the early 2000s,
the majority of migrants are economically motivated. In Chiang Mai, a city of northern
Thailand, local NGOs managed by the Shan people have been actively providing support
both to migrants in Thailand (refugees and economic workers) and to internally displaced
persons (IDPs) living on the Burmese side of the border.”

There are quite a number of Shan CSOs and CBOs based in Thailand covering Shan and
Burma news, Shan refugees and migrant issues, women rights, anti-dam movements, youth
empowerment, and education, just to name a few.

But Shan Herald Agency for News (SHAN) now renamed SHAN News launched in 1991 is the
pioneer and forerunner of all the Shan CSOs and CBOs based in Thailand. And from them
Shan Human Rights Foundation (SHRF), Shan Women Action Network (SWAN), and Shan
State Refugee Committee—Thai Border (SSRC-TB), stand out from the rest, particularly
where dissemination of news, lobbying, and actual humanitarian assistance are concerned.
In fact, the four Shan CSOs and CBOs are linked and worked closely together in many
aspects.

However, where helping migrants and refugees are concerned SSRC-TB may be singled out
in directly helping the needy Shan diaspora.

According to its website: “The Shan State Refugee Committee (Thai Border) is a community-
based organization formed by the committees of five IDP camps, one refugee camp and one
refugee/migrant transit center on the Shan-Thai border and by Shan civil society
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organizations. SSRC has been the main food aid provider to the displaced populations along
the southern Shan State—Thai border since October 2017.”

Its vision: “The rights and dignity of displaced communities from conflict-affected areas of
Shan State, Burma, are fully protected.”

Its mission: “To address the humanitarian and protection needs of the displaced
communities from conflict-affected areas of Shan State, Burma, through a participatory,
community approach.”

Its objectives: “To advocate for and provide food aid to the populations of 5 IDP camps and
1 refugee camp along the southern Shan State-Thai border; to promote development of
sustainable livelihoods for the camp populations; to build capacity and strengthen the
governance of the camp committees; to monitor and document the security situation in and
around the camps, and in the rest of Shan State, and provide public updates.”

Concerning its food distribution programme: “The Shan State Refugee Committee—Thai
Border (SSRC) has been raising funds through grants and public donations to provide food
aid, mainly rice and soya beans, to over 7,000 IDPs/refugees in six camps along the southern
Shan State—Thai border.”

For the agriculture and livelihood support: ”“Agriculture projects are implemented in 5 IDP
camps and 1 refugee camp. There is very little cultivable land in the camps, due to their hill-
top locations and shortage of water, but some short#term crops (mushrooms, vegetables,
ground nuts, soybeans) and long-term crops (coffee and avocado) are currently being
grown.

SSRC has been providing technical support by liaising closely with experienced local farmers,
and agricultural professors to assist in skills sharing and monitoring of projects.”

Regarding camp management and development: “The SSRC’s Camp Committee
Representatives have been overseeing daily operations, livelihood development and overall
well-being and security in each camp. SSRC provides annual workshops and trainings (based
on the needs of the camp committee members and the emerging situation), to camp
representatives in order to strengthen and enhance their capacity in managing the camps
and protecting and promoting the rights of their communities.”

Besides, the SSRC-TB, together with the SHRF, also actively lobby for the protection of the
vulnerable over 6,000 displaced villagers in camps along the Shan State-Thai border,
exposing security threats from the Myanmar Army and United Wa State Army (UWSA).
Responding, for example, when the Myanmar Army on February 2019 fired six 120 mm
shells at two IDP locations.

In connection to it, the SHRF and SSRC-TB have called on foreign donor governments: “To
pressure the Burma Army to stop militarization and attacks in all ethnic areas of Burma, so
that a new inclusive peace process can begin; and to urgently resume food aid to IDPs and
refugees in camps along the Shan-Thai border until they can return voluntarily, in safety and
dignity to their homes in Shan State.”
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Similarly, in April 2021, Loi Kaw Wan IDP camp which is located in southern Shan State-Thai
border opposite Chiang Rai province, with about 2,500 IDPs was repeatedly fired upon with
120 mm shells by the Burma Army.

In response to this incident, the SSRC-TB reiterated its urgent appeal to the Thai
government to allow these IDPs to cross over into Thailand as soon as attacks start, and to
provide them safe refuge, shelter and access to humanitarian aid.

The SSRC-TB Facebook posted ad hoc solicitation to raise fund, “Rice for Life” virtual fund
raising concerts, actual donation photos and video podcasts trucks loaded with rice bags
and necessary items. However, there hasn't been statistics or clarification on how the
organization runs its humanitarian aid projects.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/profile-shan-aid-group-shan-state-refugee-committee-
thai-border

New law brings Myanmar police under junta control

Expanded powers can be used to quell dissent, analysts say.

By RFA's Myanmar Service | 2022.03.30

Police and security forces close a road
leading to National League for Democracy
(NLD) party headquarters in Yangon, Feb. 15,
2021. Photo: RFA

A new law enacted this month in Myanmar
brings the country’s police force under the
full control of the military, with expanded

powers put in place to help quell resistance
to junta rule, according to sources in the country.

Issued on March 25, the 18-chapter Myanmar Police Law gives Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing,
commander-in-chief of the country’s military, authority to appoint or remove the head of
the police force, sources say.

Myanmar’s police force will now have to comply with all orders issued by the leaders of
the coup that overthrew the democratically elected civilian government of Myanmar on
Feb. 1, 2021, a police officer working in opposition to the junta told RFA.

“The new police law means that the police force is now totally under the control of the
commander-in-chief,” the officer said, speaking on condition of anonymity for security
reasons. “Everything, starting from the appointment of a police chief to his retirement,
can now be done only after obtaining consent from the military chief.
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“This could even mean the police will have to take part in military operations,” the
officer, a member of Myanmar’s Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM) set up to resist
junta rule, added.

Chapter 2 of the new law says that the police force, in addition to ensuring social stability
and the rule of law, must now also participate in matters related to security and the
national defense.

Kyee Myint, an attorney in Myanmar, said the country’s police force “has now been
turned into an army.

“The country’s security should be taken care of by the army, and the police force should
be responsible for the rule of law. But the police can’t say anymore that they work only
to enforce the law,” Kyee Myint said. “The authority of the police force to uphold the rule
of law will now be severely affected because of this law.”

Police officers acting under the new law are now empowered to enter homes and public
buildings without a warrant, said high court lawyer Khin Maung Myint. Before, police
entering a home would have a warrant and be accompanied by at least two village or
ward administrators and their deputies, he added.

“But now, these requirements have been suspended. From a legal point of view, | don’t
think this is a good law,” he said.

Also speaking to RFA, political analyst Ye Tun said that provisions of the law allowing for
warrantless detention or arrest may be aimed at reducing attacks by resistance groups
against security forces and junta supporters.

“Overall, the law appears to have been enacted for public safety, and it will empower
police to be more effective in preventing the smuggling of ammunition and explosives,”
he said. “But at the same time, | think it is going to make ordinary people more uneasy in
their daily lives.

“If and when the situation later improves, | think the next parliament will be able to
repeal the stricter provisions of the law,” he added.

Another provision of the law allows the arrest of any person for playing drums or banging
pots and pans at times not permitted by the police, with observers calling the move a bid
to restrict public protests like many seen last year. Violators face one to three months in
prison or a fine of from 10,000 kyats (U.S. $5.62) to 50,000 kyats (U.S. $28.12), or both.

Myanmar security forces have killed a total of 1,722 civilians and arrested another 9,991
during mostly peaceful protests since the Feb. 1, 2021 military coup that overthrew
civilian rule in the country, according to the Bangkok-based Assistance Association for
Political Prisoners-Burma.

Reported by RFA’s Myanmar Service. Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in
English by Richard Finney.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/police-03302022152802.html
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Nothing New About Myanmar Junta Chief’s Cruelty
By THE IRRAWADDY | 30 March 2022

Most people in Myanmar believe Min Aung Hlaing’s craving for power was solely
responsible for last year’s coup. While people are well aware of the rights violations
committed by the military over previous decades, they were still shocked and angered by
the extent of violence used against civilians since the coup last February.

In the early days of military rule, protesters were shot in the head. Senior citizens and
children were among those killed in junta raids. Some civilians were burned alive and others
tortured to death. The atrocities fueled hatred for the military. A fish rots from the head and
junta soldiers would not have committed these crimes unless permitted by Min Aung
Hlaing.

People have seen the true colors of Min Aung Hlaing but this behavior is familiar to those
who have followed the junta leader’s career.

Min Aung Hlaing’s ingratitude

Former foreign affairs minister U Win Aung wrote a recommendation letter for Min Aung
Hlaing to join the Defense Services Academy (DSA), which was required at the time for
officers to apply.

U Win Aung served in military intelligence and was appointed foreign minister in a previous
military regime, the State Law and Order Restoration Council.

Both U Win Aung and Min Aung Hlaing’s parents came from Dawei in Tanintharyi Region
and were friends.

But after Min Aung Hlaing became military chief, he ordered the prosecution of U Thaung Su
Nyein, U Win Aung’s son, in 2016 with a charge for which bail is not granted. The military
also filed a lawsuit against 7 Day Media, founded by U Thaung Su Nyein.

The prosecution related to an article that quoted a Facebook post by former parliament
speaker and ex-general U Shwe Mann urging DSA graduates to cooperate with the newly
elected National League for Democracy government.

Min Aung Hlaing ordered the prosecution of U Thaung Su Nyein and his reporter for
allegedly inciting mutiny. Journalists criticized the military’s decision to prosecute 7 Day and
insisted the report had violated no law.

A minister in U Thein Sein’s quasi-civilian government, who knew what U Win Aung had
done for Min Aung Hlaing, remarked on the commander-in-chief’s lack of gratitude.

Min Aung Hlaing’s hostages
Since last year’s coup, the regime has abducted the relatives of anti-regime activists and

striking government employees when it has failed to find them at home.
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This is nothing new for Min Aung Hlaing.

He had the pregnant wife of an absent sergeant imprisoned after the NCO was accused of
embezzling salaries. Min Aung Hlaing then commanded a Light Infantry battalion in Homalin
Township, Sagaing Region, overseen by the Northwestern Command.

Colonel Kyaw Thu of Kale Regional Operations Command, which oversaw Min Aung Hlaing’s
battalion, later chaired the Union Civil Service Board under President Thein Sein.

Col. Kyaw Thu found the pregnant woman in the battalion jail during a visit. Min Aung Hlaing
claimed that he had detained her because her husband, who was responsible for
distributing salaries, had fled with the wages, according to a battalion officer.

“He released her only after Colonel Kyaw Thu said it was pointless to detain a woman
because her husband had fled and ordered her release,” said the officer.

The woman had been jailed for a month.

Those familiar with this story were not surprised to find activists’ relatives being seized after
the coup.

Min Aung Hlaing’s greed

Some retired officers claim Min Aung Hlaing is more greedy than Myanmar’s previous
military chiefs.

His predecessors and their children were not normally directly involved in military
businesses and they did not use military personnel in their businesses while paying them
from public funds.

Even dictator Than Shwe did not allow his children to directly run businesses linked to the
military, according to business sources. He did, however, acquire shares and commissions
from companies with military links.

But after Min Aung Hlaing became commander-in-chief, his children set up companies with
military links.

It became mandatory for personnel to buy life insurance from Aung Myint Moh Min Co,
which is owned by Min Aung Hlaing’s son Aung Pyae Sone.

Min Aung Hlaing and his family.

He also runs the Kan Thar Yar hospital on Pyay
Road, built on military-owned land in Yangon. About
90 percent of staff at the hospital are military
personnel who are paid government salaries,
according to medics.

! : : The hospital only gives a small percentage of its
profits to its medical staff. A medlc at the hospital says medics are paid between 500 and
1,000 kyats per patient compared to around 5,000 to 8,000 kyats at private hospitals.
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However, it remains a popular posting because it means medics do not have to live in
barracks and can work at other hospitals and clinics in Yangon while gaining valuable
contact with the senior officers being treated at the hospital.

Min Aung Hlaing’s daughter owns Moe Kaung Maternity and Children’s Hospital, which was
also built on military land and whose staff are also serving personnel paid by the military.

Same Sky Construction Co, owned by Aung Pyae Sone, has won numerous military
construction contracts. His other companies are major military suppliers.

Min Aung Hlaing’s children became Myanmar’s top cronies within five years of his
promotion as commander-in-chief.

International observers agree deep ties between military leaders and business weakens the
capabilities of armed forces. The feeble performance of Myanmar’s military, when faced
with numerous insurgencies across the country, appears to support this conclusion.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/nothing-new-about-myanmar-junta-chiefs-
cruelty.html

Statistics show Myanmar post-coup violence increased number of displaced people
By Mizzima |30 March 2022

Rakhine State, Ann Township, Internally Displaced
Persons (IDP) Camp

For many years prior to the coup Myanmar Army
activities in ethnic areas had caused people to flee
their homes, but since the coup this has been
happening more and for the first time it is also
happening in the central, non-ethnic Bamar
regions, according to the latest statistics from the

UNHCR.

Most of the people who are forced to leave their homes by conflict or repression move
elsewhere within Myanmar. These people are known as internally displaced people (IDPs).
There are also those that escape to another country who are too fearful to return, these are
known as refugees.

Ever since Burma independence in 1948 there have been conflicts in ethnic areas. These
increased after the breaking of the Panglong Agreement that would have given ethnic areas
the chance to choose autonomy but then there was the military coup of 1962 that bought
General Ne Win to power. The fighting in ethnic created IDPs and refugees, the majority of
whom fled to Thailand.
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Over the decades, the numbers of IDPs and refugees have fluctuated depending on the
Tatmadaw’s (Myanmar Army) brutality. For instance, whenever the army implemented its
“four cuts” policy more people would be forced to flee.

Pya Ley Pya, or the 'four cuts' doctrine was adapted from the way the British dealt with the
Malayan emergency and was adopted by the Tatmadaw after 1968. It aims to deny
insurgents their key resources of funding, food, intelligence, and recruits.

To do this Naw Htoo Htoo of the Karen Human Rights Group describing how the Tatmadaw
carried out the four cuts policy in Karen State said: “They targeted every person and village
which they thought would have ties with the KNU... They fired indiscriminately at Karen
villages, destroyed every food and aid item they thought was meant to support the
KNU...restricted medical aid in conflict-affected areas, arrested people they suspected of
providing aid and food, and arrested their family members...They also used widespread
sexual violence and forcibly relocated entire communities.”

Villagers were frequently relocated by force and made to porter for the army. Wherever this
Myanmar military policy was enacted it created more IDPs and refugees.

It was first used against the Karen in 1968 and has been used periodically since then,
including between 1996 and 1998 in Shan State, in Kachin State since 2011, and more
recently against the Muslim Rohingya in Rakhine State.

Until the coup in 2021 the Tatmadaw did not use such techniques against the Bamar
population in the central regions, but that has all changed since the coup and the army has
started treating the civilian population in those areas in the same way it has been treating
them in ethnic areas.

Now the army is not just driving people from ethnic areas out of their homes, it is forcing
people to flee their homes all across the country. Now, areas that previously had no IDPs are
facing an IDP crisis.

The region where most IDPs have been created is Sagaing Region. Before the coup there
were no IDPs in Sagaing Region, now there are 195,300 IDPs, more than in any other region
or state, except for Rakhine State where persecution of the Rohingya meant there was
223,100 IDPs. Though, because of an informal 2020 ceasefire between the junta and the
Arakan Army (AA), an ethnic armed organisation (EAO) operating in Rakhine and Chin states,
and because the Tatmadaw wants to concentrate on suppressing rebels in other areas, no
new IDPs have been created in Rakhine since the coup. It is the only state or region where
IDP numbers have not risen since the coup.

Other areas that had no IDPs before the coup and the number of IDPs they now have are as
follows: Kayah (Karenni) State, 92,900 IDPs; southern Shan State, 57,100 IDPs, Magway
Region, 44,300 IDPs; Mon State, 7,600 IDPs; and Tanintharyi Region, 3,700 IDPs.

More IDPs have been created since the coup in Sagaing Region, Kayah State, southern Shan
State, and Magway Region than in any other state that previously had IDPs apart from Karen
State where 75,500 IDPs have been created since the coup to add to the 14,000 IDPs who
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were in the state before the coup. This increase of 539 per cent that means there are now
89,500 IDPs in Karen State.

Except for Rakhine IDP numbers in all areas where there were previously IDPs have gone up
since the coup.

Apart from Karen State, other areas where the number of IDPs increased are as follows:

In Chin State before the coup there were 6,300 IDPs, now there are 33,300, an increase of
528 per cent, meaning there are now 39,600 IDPs in Chin State.

In northern Shan State since the coup an extra 6,700 IDPs have been created to add to the
9,500 who were there before the coup. An increase of 70 per cent making a current total of
16,200 IDPs.

In Kachin State there have been an extra 3,900 IDPs created since the coup, an increase of 4
per cent on the 92,500 IDPs in the state prior to the coup, making for a current total of
96,400 IDPs in Kachin State.

Interestingly, the areas that had the most IDPs before the coup, Rakhine and Kachin States,
have had some of the smallest increases in IDP numbers since the coup.

In Karen (Kayin) State before the coup there were 14,000 IDPs. Since the coup there have
been an extra 75,500 IDPs, an increase of 539 per cent.

Source: All IDP and refugee numbers for this article were taken from UNHCR.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/statistics-show-myanmar-post-coup-violence-increased-
number-displaced-people

Criminal charges of torture filed against Myanmar junta leaders in Turkey

The case exposes alleged abuses in a Yangon interrogation centre and is described as a
response to inaction by the UN Security Council concerning Myanmar’s military

Myanmar Now | Published on Mar 30, 2022

A criminal file was opened in Istanbul, Turkey on Tuesday against Myanmar junta leaders for
torture, an international group building legal cases against members of the country’s
military announced.

The Myanmar Accountability Project (MAP) said in a statement that the complaint is the
first of its kind to be brought before a national court system outside of Myanmar since the
February 2021 coup.

While details of the case remain confidential, it centres on reports of torture perpetrated in
the notorious Yay Kyi Ai military interrogation centre in Yangon’s Mingaladon Township.
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“This file is just the tip of the iceberg,” MAP director Chris Gunness said. “Since the coup,
the use of torture has become widespread and systematic, raising it to the level of
international crimes.”

He cited a report by the UN Human Rights Council stating that since the coup, some 325
people—including 26 children—had been tortured to death by the military council’s forces.

Myanmar Now has reported on multiple allegations of abuse in the Yay Kyi Ai centre,
including that of a motorcycle taxi driver who was arrested last October for assisting youth
protesters and died in junta custody the next day, reportedly in the interrogation centre.

Senior National League for Democracy leader Monywa Aung Shin died last November just
one month after being released after months of detention in Yay Kyi Ai, where he was held
since the coup despite suffering from chronic health conditions.

The pursuit of international jurisdiction regarding alleged crimes in Myanmar is a response
to inaction by blocs such as ASEAN and the UN Security Council, Gunness said.

“The UN Security Council has been side-lined by the threat of a Russian and Chinese veto
and has not even been able to consider a resolution, let alone pass one,” he explained.

There were multiple reasons why Turkey was selected as the nation in which to proceed
with the case, MAP’s Gunness explained, noting that the country had voted in favour of a
June resolution at the UN General Assembly denying the junta recognition within the body.

Itself a signatory to the UN Convention against Torture, Turkey also holds extradition
treaties with multiple countries who have ratified the treaty, creating possible opportunities
for prosecution even if those accused do not set foot on Turkish soil.

“There are many ways to ensnare the perpetrators,” the MAP director told Myanmar Now.

“The evidence is very solid and with so much sympathy in Turkey for the people of
Myanmar, dating back to the geocide against Myanmar’s Rohingya Muslims in 2017, the
political environment is also sympathetic to a conviction,” MAP’s chief legal counsel Gililden
S6énmez said in the organisation’s statement.

Sénmez is also named as the lawyer in a January case filed in Istanbul by members of the
ethnic Uighur community accusing more than 100 Chinese officials of committing crimes
against humanity against the minority in detention camps in their home country, which the
state denies exist.

At the time, she told media outlets that prosecution in Turkey was critical given the lack of
action taken by international bodies—including the UN Security Council—against the
Chinese authorities in light of the grave allegations.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/criminal-charges-of-torture-filed-against-

myanmar-junta-leaders-in-turkey
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US, Singapore Leaders Urge Myanmar Junta to Free Political Detainees
By THE IRRAWADDY | 30 March 2022

US President Joe Biden and Singapore Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong jointly called for the
release of all political detainees in Myanmar, including State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi and President U Win Myint, as well as foreign detainees, in a statement released after

talks at the White House.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and U Win Myint have been detained by the military regime since it
ousted Myanmar’s democratically elected government in a coup on Feb. 1 last year. The
junta has kept their whereabouts secret and hit them with multiple charges as a justification
for continuing to hold them. They are among a large number of officials of the ousted
civilian government at the Union and state/regional levels, as well as elected lawmakers and
activists, who have been in detention since the first day of the coup.

Biden and Lee shared their deep concerns about the situation in Myanmar, which has been
in political turmoil since the coup, according to the statement.

The two leaders called on Myanmar’s junta to end its violence against civilians in the
country, allow unhindered humanitarian access and return the country to the path of
democratic transition.

The leaders said the crisis after the coup has reversed years of economic progress in
Myanmar and increased the risk of illicit finance.

ASEAN member Singapore is the largest foreign investor in Myanmar and has become a
preferred destination for Myanmar’s military rulers and their associates, who make periodic
visits for medical trips, recreation or to squirrel their money away in various accounts under
different names. Furthermore, some companies there have commercial ties with the
Myanmar military junta and its conglomerates.

The Myanmar regime has been under international sanctions over the treatment of
Rohingya Muslims, for overthrowing the country’s democratically elected government and
for its brutal crackdown against the people. As of Tuesday, the regime had killed at least
1,719 civilians including women, children, medics and aid workers, and arrested more than
13,000 people, the majority of them for opposing military rule in the country.

The US and other Western democracies have pressured the regime by singling out certain
key individuals as well as entities to make it harder for them to do business in the
international community, forcing the regime to struggle with a hard currency shortage.

On March 25, the US and its allies also imposed coordinated new sanctions on the Myanmar
military regime targeting the air force and arms dealers.

In the joint leaders’ statement, Biden and Lee also reiterated their call for the Myanmar
military regime to urgently implement ASEAN’s five point consensus, which was reached at
a summit of ASEAN leaders in April last year but has been ignored by the regime. The
consensus calls for an immediate cessation of violence in Myanmar and the facilitation of
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dialogue between all parties to the conflict, mediated by the regional bloc’s special envoy,
among other steps.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/us-singapore-leaders-urge-myanmar-junta-to-
free-political-detainees.html
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