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Myanmar’s Suu Kyi Denies Taking Bribes from Yangon Chief Minister

NUG has received $ 30 Million in public contributions, but no foreign aid

Myanmar Junta Troops Killed in Karen State Fighting: Rebels

Myanmar Junta’s Non-Stop Artillery Attacks Force Resistance Groups to Retreat

Hero Tiger Force guerrillas narrowly escape as junta soldiers overrun two of their bases
Would-be resistance fighters arrested, killed by junta police in northwestern Myanmar
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Myanmar’s Suu Kyi Denies Taking Bribes from Yangon Chief Minister
By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 March 2022

Myanmar’s detained State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi denied accepting bribes from U
Phyo Min Thein, the Yangon Region chief minister, at a court hearing on Monday in
Naypyitaw, a court source told The Irrawaddy.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was quoted as saying: “The allegations are completely false. | had no
reason to take it, no reason to accept it.”

The prosecution and defense lawyers are set to present their closing arguments at the next
hearing on March 28 as Daw Aung San Suu Kyi said she would not call any witnesses. The
verdict is expected soon.

U Phyo Min Thein testified in October last year that in his role as Yangon chief minister he
gave seven viss (around 11.4kg) of gold and US$600,000 to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi in 2017
and 2018. Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has dismissed his claims as “all absurd”.

U Phyo Min Thein is the only chief minister not to be jailed by the regime, apart from the
Chin State chief, who reportedly escaped across the Indian border.

U Phyo Min Thein’s wife Daw Khin Mi Mi Kywe told the court in November that she took
gold from her gold shop and bought US dollars from money changers and prepared them for
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, after her husband said they were in exchange for her protection and
support.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi said she was working for the whole country and not for U Phyo Min
Thein alone, according to a source. She said she only knew about the corruption charge
when the junta-controlled anti-graft commission sent her a letter of investigation.

The director of the anti-graft commission, U Aung Khant, who is the plaintiff in another
corruption case against Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, President U Win Myint and former social
welfare, relief and resettlement minister U Win Myint Aye, also testified on Monday.

The charge relates to the rent and purchase of a helicopter for natural disasters and state
affairs, including rescues and emergencies.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is on trial on 11 charges and faces sentences of more than 100 years.
She was handed jail sentences in December and January.

Lawyers appealed to the Supreme Court in late February to withdraw five corruption
charges each against Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, Naypyitaw mayor Dr. Myo Aung and Yangon
ministers U Ye Min Oo and U Naing Ngan Linn.

The Supreme Court is set to decide on Tuesday whether to allow the appeal.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-suu-kyi-denies-taking-bribes-from-
yangon-chief-minister.html
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NUG has received $ 30 Million in public contributions, but no foreign aid
By Mizzima |

The National Unity Government’s (NUG) Defense Minister, Ye
Mon, said that the People Defense Forces (PDFs) were set up
using public donations of $30 million and that no foreign aid
has yet been received.

"We are establishing the People's Defense Forces based on
funds donated by our own local people and from people
abroad. No foreign aid has been provided yet ", he said.

. o Ye Mon, included those remarks in a six-month report on the
people's resistance released on Burma Human Rights Day on 13 March.

"The good news is that we have reached a certain amount of ammunition with the help of
the Allies. But, that's far from enough for all of our PDF comrades", he said.

According to him of the more than S 30 million raised through public contributions, 85 per
cent has been spent on arms, 7% has been shared with allies and the rest has gone to fund
other necessary parts of the resistance.

"We urge all the people, businessmen, and the wealthy people to double their support so
that our comrades can get the basic weapons they need," he added.

He also claimed that during the six months of the People's Resistance Revolution, they have
been able to control many rural areas and inflict damage on enemy forces every day.

The NUG government officially declared the People's Resistance Revolution on 7 September
2021

https://www.mizzima.com/article/nug-has-received-30-million-public-contributions-no-
foreign-aid

Myanmar Junta Troops Killed in Karen State Fighting: Rebels
By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 March 2022

Fighting has intensified in Kyainseikgyi Township, Karen State, leaving at least three junta
soldiers dead and more than 10, including a captain, captured, according to the Karen
National Liberation Army (KNLA).

Four members of the KNLA, the armed wing of the longest-running revolutionary force, the
Karen National Union (KNU), were injured and four civilians died, the group said.

Fighting occurred near the headquarters of the 32 Infantry Battalion on Monday morning.
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Tensions are high across the state, including around Lay Kay Kaw new town and Kawkareik
in Myawaddy district. Armed engagements are being reported in Kyainseikgyi and near the
Three Pagoda pass on the Thai border, said Padoh Saw Taw Nee, the KNU’s spokesman.

Myanmar’s regime reinforced Lay Kay Kaw and Kawkareik towns following a letter from the
KNLA’s 6 Brigade to the military’s Southeastern Command on March 7 telling junta troops to
leave the brigade’s territory within three days to allow displaced civilians to return home.

On Saturday, junta jets bombed three locations held by the KNLA’s 5 Brigade in Papun
district, following a KNLA attack on junta troops last Friday.

On Friday, three junta soldiers were killed, 16 captured and weaponry was seized in fighting
with the KNLA and a resistance group, the Bamar People Liberation Army, according to
Mutraw District News in Papun.

Seized weapons and other equipment from 97
Infantry Battalion based in Papun district. / Mutraw
News

Padoh Mahn Mahn, KNLA 5 Brigade’s spokesman,
confirmed the detention of 16 regime soldiers from
97 Light Infantry Battalion.

Fighting intensified around Lay Kay Kaw with the
KNLA’s 6 Brigade in mid-December. The junta has
launched airstrikes on civilians and resistance fighters.

In February, 421 clashes were reported between junta forces and the KNLA and people’s
defense forces. The KNU said more than 300 junta troops, including personnel from the
military-backed Karen Border Guard Force, died and at least 228 were injured, while the
KNLA lost 16 troops and reported 27 injuries.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/myanmar-junta-troops-killed-in-karen-state-fighting-
rebels.html

Myanmar Junta’s Non-Stop Artillery Attacks Force Resistance Groups to Retreat
By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 March 2022

Myanmar junta forces have retaken sections of the Moe Bye-Demoso Road in Kayah State,
following continuous artillery and air strikes that forced local People’s Defense Forces (PDF)
to retreat.

On Sunday, resistance fighters had to withdraw from Dawh Ngan Khar Ward, which is within
walking distance of Demoso Town, because regime forces have superior weaponry,
including the Multiple Rocket Launcher System (MRLS), the Demoso PDF spokesperson told
The Irrawaddy.
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Since February, PDFs have been forced to withdraw from Moe Bye, Nam Mae Khon and
other towns along the Kayah-Shan border following junta attacks.

“Frankly speaking, we have almost run out of ammunition. So we have had to withdraw a
little. They drop bombs from aircraft day and night and fire rockets. If we keep to our
positions, houses and religious buildings will be hit by artillery. And we will be hit, too. So
we withdrew,” said the Demoso PDF spokesperson.

Three junta columns, each comprising 200 troops equipped with armored vehicles and
120mm and 80mm grenade launchers and supported by air and artillery strikes, started
raiding Moe Bye at the border of Kayah and Shan states on February 16, before storming
into Kayah State via the Moe Bye-Demoso Road.

The Myanmar military is reportedly employing the MRLS in the Demoso fighting.
Buildings damaged by an artillery strike in Demoso. (Photo: CJ)

However, the Karenni Nationalities Defense Force and local PDFs are
mounting fierce resistance. Both sides have suffered heavy
casualties since last month, with nearly 100 junta soldiers and over
30 resistance fighters killed in clashes.

“The regime has attacked us with fighter jets and helicopters. And
now they are also using MRLS. They are attacking us as if we were
foreign enemies. This is civil war. But they are attacking as if it was a
war between two countries,” the spokesperson for the Pekon PDF
told The Irrawaddy.

Military regime forces are targeting Kayah State, where PDFs have been growing stronger
and are in control of much of the state’s territory, because it believes that subjugating
Kayah will discourage the resistance movement in other parts of the country, suggested the
Pekon PDF spokesperson.

Buildings damaged by an artillery strike in Demoso.
(Photo: CJ)

The intensifying military operation follows a visit to
Kayah by deputy junta boss General Soe Win and
home affairs minister Lieutenant General Soe Htut.
They visited the Kayah capital Loikaw and the town of
Bawlakhe in the first week of February.

Striking military captain Lin Htet Aung said: “The use
of MRLS can cause serious damage. The military is providing heavy artillery support for its
ground troops. They are using such weapons to inflict serious damage on those resisting
them and those assisting the resistance groups.”

The Demoso PDF information officer said: “We will make some preparations, after which we
will take those places back from the regime.”
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Over 150,000 civilians have been displaced by the fighting in Kayah, and hundreds of houses
and other buildings including churches have been destroyed or damaged by junta artillery
strikes.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-juntas-non-stop-artillery-attacks-
force-resistance-groups-to-retreat.html

Hero Tiger Force guerrillas narrowly escape as junta soldiers overrun two of their bases

About 150 soldiers raided the bases in Sagaing Region before burning them to the ground,
the group’s leader said

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Mar 15, 2022

Recruits of the Hero Tiger Force attend a graduation
ceremony on February 2 (Hero Tiger Force)

A column of around 150 junta soldiers burned down
two of a resistance group’s bases in Sagaing Region
on Saturday, with anti-junta guerrillas only narrowly
escaping the assault.

- %—Qm—-?ﬁz--z} oy | Members of the Hero Tiger Force in Yinmabin
Township were laying explosives around the bases at around 7:30am when the junta
column attacked from the northeast, which was unprotected by mines.

The guerrillas had received intel that the soldiers would attack from the west and were
taken off guard.

“We surrounded our bases with minefields but they came from the only side we missed,”
said Kyar Kyi, the group's leader. “We barely managed to escape alive. They fired five heavy
artillery shells and also fired around 200 gunshots non-stop.”

The first base to be attacked was a training field used by the group that sits at the junction
of roads leading to several villages: Pauk Pan Phyu, Yone Lay Pin, Nat Daunt, and Kone. The
soldiers attacked from the direction of Nat Daunt, Kyar Kyi said.

“After they had torched the base, they continued to
torch the one near Kone village. All our scarce supplies
- T, N are gone now,” he said, adding that motorcycles, rice

J INMAREIN | and cooking pots were among the items destroyed.

Ko Yt

1 - " The bases were located three miles from the nearest
—— w C village and no one was arrested or hurt during the
) ' o raids, he added: “They didn’t target the villages this

time. They were specifically targeting our bases.”

Sk B By

Although their villages were not attacked, residents
have fled from Pauk Pan Phyu, Yone Lay Pin, and Nat Daung, which each have 200
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households, as well as from Kone, which has 1,000. Thousands of other people in the area
have been displaced by junta raids since late last month.

Soldiers have stationed themselves inside Kone and set up heavy weaponry at the local
monastery, Kyar Kyi said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/hero-tiger-force-guerrillas-narrowly-escape-as-
junta-soldiers-overrun-two-of-their-bases

Would-be resistance fighters arrested, killed by junta police in northwestern Myanmar

The bodies of three young men from Shwebo, Sagaing Region are found near a police
station after they were detained leaving a postponed anti-junta combat training

Thura Maung | Published on Mar 15, 2022

The bodies of the three men found on March 13
(Supplied)

Three men in their 20s were arrested by police in
Sagaing’s Shwebo Township on Saturday morning
and found dead later that day, according to locals
and the leader of a local defence force.

The men were returning to their home village of
Kyar, 18 miles west of Shwebo town, after spending
days waiting to start combat training with a local anti-junta resistance force in another area
which was not disclosed for security reasons.

They were arrested en route in Seik Khun village, 14 miles from Kyar, a leader from the
defence force told Myanmar Now. He explained that the training had not even taken place
and was delayed due to clashes in the area.

“Despite our urging them not to, the three young men decided to go back home for a while
as they were waiting for their training to begin,” he said.

The leader believed that the men’s car was singled out by junta troops who had obtained
prior knowledge, likely from an informant, that they were attempting to join the resistance.

“They didn’t stop the other cars on the road—they
specifically chose to stop their car. There were other
~— | peopleinthe car as well but only the three of them
were arrested,” he said.

[ A resident of Seik Khun told Myanmar Now that the
S men were arrested at around 10am, and gunshots
were heard near the police station that evening,
while they were still detained.
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“We heard six gunshots at around 8:45pm. Then we heard 11 more gunshots,” the local
man said on the condition of anonymity.

“Market-goers from other villages found the bodies the next morning to the east of the
police station. It was only then that we found out they had been killed,” he added.

The photos Myanmar Now received of the victims showed that two of the young men were
gagged.

“One of the bodies didn’t have any bullet wounds. | think they tortured him to death. The
other two had bullet wounds in their chests,” the Seik Khun resident said.

The bodies were retrieved by their families and cremated in Kyar on Monday.
The leader of the local defence force said that the murders were “unforgiveable.”

“It’s against the law to even kill prisoners of war. There was no reason for them to kill them,
it was just inhumane. This will keep happening in every place [the military] has control
over,” he said.

There are more than 30 police officers in the Seik Khun village police station, and more than
50 Myanmar army soldiers occupying the school in the 2,000-household village.

Myanmar Now was unable to obtain comment from the junta regarding the deaths of the
three young men.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/would-be-resistance-fighters-arrested-killed-by-
junta-police-in-northwestern-myanmar

Myanmar Junta Jails ex-General Who Served in NLD Govt Over Corruption Allegation
By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 March 2022

Former Brigadier General Thura U Aung Ko, who served as the minister for religious affairs
and culture under the ousted National League for Democracy (NLD) government, was
sentenced to 12 years in prison with labor for alleged corruption on Monday.

The regime filed four counts of corruption against the minister under Section 55 of the Anti-
Corruption Law after accusing him of accepting bribes from a businessman and abusing his
position of power to confer Buddhist titles on laypersons.

The regime alleged that U Aung Ko accepted 40 million kyats (US$22,522) from individuals in
return for Sasananuggaha titles—titles conferred on those who make significant
contributions to the promotion of Buddhism. He was also accused of accepting a luxury car
and a gold plate weighing 20 ticals (326.6 grams).

The former brigadier general was a long-time member of the Central Executive Committee
of the military proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP). He was appointed
deputy minister of religious affairs under the former military regime and was a Lower House
USDP lawmaker during the Thein Sein administration.
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U Aung Ko, who is known to be close to former General Shwe Mann, a close ally of Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi, was appointed as religious affairs minister in the NLD government
following the party’s landslide victory in the 2015 general election. He is also said to be close
to NLD leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

He was given three years for each of four corruption charges, for a total of 12 years. U Aung
Ko, in his capacity as the religious affairs minister, abolished the Association for Protection
of Race and Religion, a pro-military nationalist group better known by its Burmese acronym
Ma Ba Tha. During the U Thein Sein government the group successfully lobbied for the
approval of a controversial set of four laws on race and religion that imposed restrictions on
interfaith marriage, birth spacing, polygamy and conversion, believed to be targeted at
Muslims. It later clashed with the NLD government, however, and in May 2017 the state-
backed cleric organization Ma Ha Na announced that Ma Ba Tha was an unlawful
organization and banned it from operating under that name. The group has since rebranded
itself as the Buddha Dhamma Charity Foundation.

Since seizing power on Feb. 1 last year, the regime has arrested most of the NLD’s leaders—
including State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and President U Win Myint—as well as
senior party members including government officials and ministers. To keep them behind
bars, the regime has charged the detained officials with an array of offenses including
breaching COVID-19 rules and the Official Secrets Act, as well as high treason and
incitement to corruption.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-jails-ex-general-who-served-in-
nld-govt-over-corruption-allegation.html

Mon Women Call for Federal Union and End to Military Dictatorship

monnews | 15 March 2022

A five-point statement that included a call to overthrow the military dictatorship and to
establish a federal state was issued on 13 March to commemorate the 18th Mon Women’s
Day.

Mi Lawi Han, an Amyotha Hluttaw member from
Ye Township, and member of the Mon Women’s
Day organizing group, explained that the
statement calls for the establishment of a federal
state where all ethnic nationalities can participate
in its development, that arrested political leaders
be released and there must be an immediate end
to human rights abuses

apthailgl Y UEE | The release of the statement coincides with Mon
Women’s Day ceremonies taking place in many communities across the country.
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According to the Mon Women’s Day Organizing committee, the aim of these activities is to
mobilize and raise the morale of women for the benefit of the Mon peoples.

One of the participants said, “Women need to know the laws that apply to them if they
want to break into politics. If you do not own the law, you will not be able to intervene. If
we want to change the law, we must encourage Mon women to understand the law.”

The Mon Women’s Network includes the Mon Women’s Organization (MWQ), Mon
National Education Committee (MNEC), Mon National Health Committee (MNHC), Jeepyah
Civil Society Development Organization (JCSDO), Mon Saetana Foundation, M| Organization
(MI Org), and the Mon Youth Progressive Organization (MYPO), and the Mon Youth
Education Organization (MYEQO) amongst other groups.

The 12th of Tabaung or waxing moon, is the birthday of Mon Queen Shin Saw Pu. She was
bornin 775 A.D., in Hanthawaddy Nay Pyi Taw. Shin Saw Pu was the only Mon Queen of
Myanmar, and the daughter of Mon King Razadarit.

Her birth date has been designated as Mon Women’s Day. Celebrations were held at the
Pai Khet Hall in Mawlamyine organized by the Mon Women’s Network.

https://monnews.org/2022/03/15/mon-women-call-for-federal-union-and-end-to-military-

dictatorship/

Captain who ‘took part’ in campaign against Rohingya among latest defectors from
Myanmar’s military

Pyae Kyaw is among at least seven police and soldiers who have joined the Civil
Disobedience Movement in recent weeks

Khin YiYi Zaw [/ Zaw Ye Thwe | Published on Mar 15, 2022

Captain Pyae Kyaw (left) took part in the 2017
campaign against the Rohingya, which has been
labelled a genocide (Supplied)

A Myanmar army captain who took part in the
military’s 2017 campaign against the Rohingya in
Rakhine State has defected to join the Civil
Disobedience Movement (CDM), saying he did so

because of last year’s coup.

Captain Pyae Kyaw, who is in his 30s, signed up to the CDM in mid-December and left the
army a month later to stay in a rebel-controlled area with his family.

He had been deployed in Rakhine as part of Infantry Battalion 233, based in Buthidaung
Township, for the past seven years. With a large Rohingya population, Buthidaung was
severely affected by the 2017 violence.
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“I was part of the Rohingya conflict that happened in Rakhine,” he told Myanmar Now last
month. “l also took part in the battles with the Arakan Army in 2018 and 2019.”

He declined to give further details about his involvement in the violence.

The campaign against the Rohingya involved the mass murder of unarmed civilians,
widespread gang rape of women and children, and systematic arson that erased hundreds
of villages from the map. United Nations investigators have labelled it a genocide.

Pyae Kyaw—whose army ID number was 53162—graduated from the 51st batch of the
Defence Services Academy and served in Rakhine under the supervision of the Western
Regional Military Command, which is based in Ann Township.

Before serving in Rakhine he took part in fighting in the Kachin State town of Hpakant, in
northern Shan State’s Laukkai Township, and against the Karen National Union’s Brigade 5,
he told Myanmar Now.

While in service, he was obliged to recruit other soldiers, and was set a target of finding two
new soldiers every four months, he said. He declined to elaborate.

He told Myanmar Now that he fled the military with his family because he found the actions
of military chief and coup leader Min Aung Hlaing intolerable.

“The election had finished and the winner had been decided, and they had already accepted
it. Planning to recount the votes after all that just sounds very fraudulent. It’s a very pathetic
and shameful excuse for a coup,” Pyae Kyaw said.

While travelling to the rebel-held area with his family, he witnessed junta personnel taking
money from travellers for no reason, he added.

Over two thousand soldiers and six thousand police officers defected in the ten months
following last year’s February coup, according to the last figures released by People’s
Embrace, a group helping the deserters.

The military has also lost thousands of soldiers in fighting with both newly armed resistance
groups and long-established rebel armies across the country. The junta has compensated for
the loss of personnel by arming militias.

Another two soldiers and four police officers defected in Chin State early this month,
according to the Zoland People’s Defence Force (PDF).

The defectors were police Lance Corporal Thain Baik Piang, police privates Kam Deih Pau,
Thang Dim and Khup Sawm Mung, and soldiers Lal Thian Thang and Thang Cuan Mang,
according to a Zoland PDF spokesperson, who did not give the soldiers’ ranks.

The spokesperson, who goes by the name Johnny Khin, said his group gave one of the
soldiers 5 million kyat (roughly $2,800) for surrendering his weapon.

“One of them managed to bring his weapon along. It’s a G3. We gave him 50 lakhs as a
reward,” he said.
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The soldiers and police were transferred from Falam Police Station to Rihkhawdar, a town in
Falam district, in February, he added.

Rihkhawdar hugs the border with India and is an important trade route. The junta sent large
numbers of reinforcements there earlier this month after clashes broke out with local
armed resistance groups, including the Zoland PDF.

It was the fear of being killed in one of these attacks that pushed the six men to finally
defect, Johnny Khin said: “They had been wanting to come to us for a while but they were
afraid of their supervisors.”

He added: “Our alliance forces attacked their base in the neighbourhood, which made them
realise that we could ambush and kill them any time we wanted. That’s why they made the
decision to surrender. They’re still afraid of their supervisors but they’re more afraid of
getting killed in attacks by the PDF.”

Ngun San Aung, the junta’s chief minister for Chin State, told Min Aung Hlaing during a
meeting in Naypyitaw in early February that a local PDF group was collecting taxes just two
miles from Rihkhawdar’s commercial hub, adding that this was making the junta look bad.

The Chinland Defence Force has said it attacked junta bases in Rihkhawdar on March 5,
March 7 and March 12, killing several junta soldiers. More clashes are expected in the area.

Nearly 2,000 people have been displaced by the fighting in Rihkhawdar and fled across the
border to Mizoram in India.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/captain-who-took-part-in-campaign-against-
rohingya-among-latest-defectors-from-myanmars

Gunfire Erupts in Kyainseikgyi Township

monnews | 15 March 2022

Gunfire and artillery shelling erupted in Kyainseikgyi, Kayin State, starting at around 9 am on
March 14th.

Homes were shaken by the artillery shelling, and one person was
hit by a bullet, according to a local who witnessed the

incident. The individual was taken to hospital. The shooting took
place at Battalion 32 near Myoma Market in Kyainseikgyi
Township.

“The artillery shelling at the top of Ward 3 on Shwe War Road is
still going on. The shop was not even confiscated. The houses
were shaken and a person on the street was also hit,” reported
the witness to the shooting.

The Tatmadaw (Myanmar Military) was firing heavy artillery shells from the strategic hill of
Kyainseikgyi Township, at an unknown target.
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Fighting has intensified in Karen State involving the Tatmadaw, the Karen National Union
(KNU) and the Joint Defense Force (PDF).

https://monnews.org/2022/03/15/gunfire-erupts-in-kyainseikgyi-township/

Protesters call for a stop to new Shan State dams

By Mizzima |

International Day of Action for Rivers . Photo: SANDRP

To mark the International Day of Action for Rivers on
14 March communities across Shan State posted
slogans on river banks calling for a stop to any new
dams.

Members of the Civil Society Organisation (CSO)
Action for Shan State Rivers and its networks posted
slogans such as “Stop damming our rivers” and “Save our rivers” on banners and rocks along
the Salween and other major rivers in Shan State.

“The rivers are our lifeblood which must be saved for future generations,” said a community
member from Tangyan Township.

Action for Shan State Rivers, also marked the day by issuing a statement calling on foreign
dam-builders to stop colluding with Burma’s murderous regime and pull out of Shan State
because any new dams earn revenue for the military regime and cement its energy
partnerships with neighbouring countries.

In recent months, regime leader Min Aung Hlaing has called for the stepping up of
hydropower development in Shan State to address Burma’s energy needs.

There are already ten large dams on Shan State’s rivers, producing over half of Burma’s total
hydropower output. Several more are under construction, and another twenty planned,
including three giant dams on the Salween for export of power to China and Thailand. These
new dams are strongly opposed by local communities.

In response to the regime’s atrocities since the February 2021 military coup, some foreign
companies have suspended investments, including France’s state-owned EDF, which halted
its development of the Shweli 3 dam project in northern Shan State in March 2021.

However, the French company Razel-Bec is continuing construction of the controversial
Upper Yeywa dam on the Namtu River in northern Shan State, amidst ongoing fighting and
displacement. Razel-Bec is building the dam in a joint venture with IPG, a subsidiary of the
IGE Group, which was sanctioned by the EU last month for its links to the regime.

Norway’s Scatec has also recently revealed its intention to proceed with the Middle Yeywa
dam in the conflict-torn Namtu River basin.
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“We urge foreign companies to immediately pull out from all dam projects in Shan State,”
said Sai Kham Harn, a community leader from Hsipaw. “These dams only benefit the regime
and fuel their atrocities against civilians.”

Since the military coup last year, the SAC regime has cracked down ruthlessly on civilians
across the country. Over 1,600 people have been killed, and over 12,000 arrested. In recent
weeks, deadly airstrikes against civilians have increased, including in the Salween basin in
Karen State.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/protesters-call-stop-new-shan-state-dams

Beware the Myanmar Junta’s ‘Whataboutism’
By MATTHEW B. ARNOLD | 15 March 2022

The world needs to be clear about what is happening in Myanmar. As the conflict in the
country continues, there is a creeping tendency in some quarters to frame it in terms that
diminish the scale and frequency of the atrocities being committed by the junta. A small but
persuasive group of Myanmar and international policy analysts influence international
perspectives on the country. Discreet and outside of public view, some undertake
“whataboutism” that inherently favors the junta. Whataboutism is a term that has emerged
in recent years, driven by the partisan politics of the US and facilitated by social media, but
increasingly used across the world. Simply put, it is the technique or practice of responding
to an accusation or difficult question by making a counter-accusation or raising a different
issue.

Day after day, the atrocities committed by junta forces accumulate. In this context of
chronic, large-scale atrocities by one institution, whataboutism serves to dilute the
significance of these atrocities or shift blame for them. There are two particularly odious
themes for whataboutism regarding the current situation in the country.

The first type of whataboutism is the emphasis placed on generalized notions of “all sides
are committing violence.” This theme aims to undermine Myanmar’s democratic resistance
by highlighting limited numbers of individual incidents to conjure moral equivalence with
the junta. The messaging is subtle: “Everybody is committing atrocities.... (so are junta
forces really that bad?).” Let us be clear: One side is violating all laws of war as Standard
Operating Procedure. | have personally catalogued almost 10,000 conflict incidents since the
coup. The number of these that could be seen as excessive by resistance actors is a small
fraction of the total, probably less than 1-2 percent. There is a clear reality in Myanmar; it
doesn’t need obfuscation. Gratuitous atrocities are committed by junta forces day after day.
There is large-scale armed resistance against the coup. Describing it as “violence” and
stating that it is by all, diminishes the fact that one side is the aggressor and bears sole
responsibility for the crisis that has unfolded in the country. Considering the barbarity of the
junta, by any objective standard, the armed resistance in Myanmar is remarkably
disciplined. There is a normative point to using the term “armed resistance” rather than
“violence”. One side is clearly defending itself.
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In a related manner, whataboutism favoring the junta has latched on to the term
“retributive”. The usual formula is to describe junta forces attacking PDFs, and then argue
that “retributive violence” is happening by all sides. This is disingenuous on multiple levels.
First, it is just empirically wrong. Violence against communities, and individuals, is
overwhelmingly committed by junta forces. Second, this framing tries to give the impression
that junta attacks on the population are secondary rather than the main effort and intent.
The underlying argument is they only occur because PDFs launch attacks in the first place.
This could not be further from the truth. Attacks on civilians are not the result of attacks by
PDFs. They are attacks in themselves, core to the junta’s whole military strategy and
demonstrated over decades of brutal practice. This messaging mirrors that used to defend
the atrocities committed against the Rohingya, for instance. Third, retributive means
“directed only at wrongdoing.” Of course, giving it a name like retributive is easier than
calling it what it is—atrocity, war crime, barbarity, etc. Highlighting this point isn’t just
semantics. It gets to a wider issue: how the military is driven by an ideology of supremacy.
The tactics being applied by the junta are never justifiable, even if communities are
supportive of the resistance.

The second type of whataboutism is more subtle, but very effective in the theater of
international relations. This whataboutism plays off notions of Myanmar descending into
“Balkanization” or violence of “all against all”. This has been a particularly toxic strain of
argument put forth by the “Tatmadaw” over decades but still pushed in the current crisis—
that it is necessary to keep the country from falling apart. This is perpetuated by policy
analysts who describe violence unfolding in regions in very generalized terms, as if it were
uncontrolled mayhem rather than deliberate strategies of committing atrocities by the
junta. The whataboutism is easy, requiring simple obfuscation of a situation that isn’t that
complex. They don’t deny junta atrocities, they just saturate the wider conversation with
lots of cherry-picked examples of ostensible abuses by resistance forces to obscure the scale
and singularity of junta atrocities driving violence across the country. The result of this
whataboutism is defeatism amongst the international community, i.e., that Myanmar is a
“lost cause” and “maybe having a junta isn’t such a bad thing”. This whataboutism is toxic
because it drives global apathy and fatalism that nothing can be done. Absolutist arguments
that the military absolutely cannot be defeated under any circumstances are wrong. The
juntais the problem. It will always be the problem unless it is defeated, and a new military
created for the country.

After a year of non-stop atrocities, two things should be crystal clear to the international
community. The first is that there is not a “military” in Myanmar. What was known as the
“Tatmadaw” should not be called a military. A military is defined as “the armed forces of a
country.” The current conflict should be understood as a “national uprising” rather than a
“civil war”. When an entire nation rises against a military, can the latter still be considered a
military? No, of course not. It has lost the significance and legitimacy conferred by the term,
no matter how much it is qualified. Using this term makes it too comfortable for other
countries to ignore the junta’s atrocities under a facade of sovereignty. As leading human
rights groups have argued, the junta and its forces are a terrorist organization committing
mass atrocities. With atrocities escalating week by week, this should be obvious to the
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world but sadly the masquerade of a military existing is maintained, underpinned by facile
notions that it is necessary and eventually will have to be negotiated with.

The whataboutism over junta atrocities is toxic. Those making the arguments have become
de facto cheerleaders for defeatism and fatalism, forming a vanguard persuading the world
to do very little to support Myanmar’s democratic resistance. The reality is clear: The junta
is committing systematic atrocities. This is the foundation of their strategy to consolidate
control. Junta atrocities shouldn’t be confused for military operations. Systematic atrocities
by the junta are only going to get worse so long as other countries fidget with their response
to the crisis in Myanmar. During this era of global upheaval, the clearest way to end the
atrocities in Myanmar is to support the right side of history. That means the democratic
resistance, i.e., the people of Myanmar.

Matthew Arnold is an independent policy analyst. He has been researching Myanmar’s
politics and governance since 2012.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/beware-the-myanmar-juntas-
whataboutism.html

Former Myanmar Dictator Than Shwe and Retired Generals Resurface
By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 March 2022

A group of retired generals led by former Myanmar dictator Senior General Than Shwe
offered meals to senior Buddhist monks on March 13, junta-controlled newspapers
reported. It was the first official news of the 89-year-old Than Shwe and his cohorts and the
first public donations made collectively by them since last year’s coup.

Joining Than Shwe were his former deputy Vice Senior General Maung Aye, former
President and General Thein Sein and former Lieutenant General Tin Aye, all of whom came
to prominence after Than Shwe purged former spy chief Khin Nyunt in 2004.

The retired generals did not attend the meal-offering in person, according to the report in
junta media, but made cash contributions for meals for monks attending a meeting of the
47-member State Sangha Maha Nayaka Committee, the highest Buddhist authority in
Myanmar.

Than Shwe, Maung Aye, Thein Sein and former Union Election Commission (UEC) chairman
Tin Aye are all neighbors in an affluent neighborhood of Pobbathiri Township in the
Myanmar capital Naypyitaw. The neighborhood has been dubbed the “Row of Six Mansions”
because six retired generals live there.

Also making donations to the monks were family members of the late General Soe Win. Soe
Win was appointed Prime Minister by Than Shwe in 2004, a position he held for three years
before dying of leukemia in Yangon in October 2007.

Page 16 of 47



Soe Win was widely believed to have orchestrated the 2003 Depayin [also known as
Tabayin] Massacre, in which junta-backed thugs attempted to kill National League for
Democracy leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and her supporters in Sagaing Region’s Debayin,

Others connected to the former military regime who offered meals were the families of
retired Major General Tin Ngwe, Lieutenant General Khin Maung Than, Lieutenant General
Aung Dwe, Lieutenant General Maung Bo and Lieutenant General Ye Myint.

The retired generals were seeking merit even as the current junta led by Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing continues its devastating air raids on villages, the torching and looting of houses
and the killing and raping of civilians. At the same time, surging food and fuel prices, daily
power blackouts and water shortages are also taking a heavy toll on Myanmar citizens.

Than Shwe has appeared in regime-controlled media twice since Snr-Gen. Min Aung Hlaing’s
coup. His first appearance came in November last year, when he also offered meals to
monks of the State Sangha Maha Nayaka Committee.

This month’s meal donations was also the first official news of the 85-year-old Maung Aye
for years. He has not been seen in public since 2011, and nothing is known about him except
that he has suffered a stroke and is half-paralyzed. However, when he was informed by Snr-
Gen. Min Aung Hlaing about his planned coup, Maung Aye reportedly replied that he was
late and should have seized power earlier.

Lieutenant General Moe Myint Tun, who is the henchman to the junta boss, is the former
personal staff officer to Maung Aye. Lt-Gen. Moe Myint Tun is currently the vice chairman of
the Myanmar Investment Commission and a member of the regime’s governing body, the
State Administration Council (SAC).

Thein Sein and Tin Aye are former classmates from the ninth intake of the Defense Services
Academy. Both men are former proteges of Than Shwe. Between 2011 and 2015, they
brought the 2008 military-drafted constitution into play, which was designed by Than Shwe
to ensure that the Myanmar military retained its grip on power.

Some ministers from Thein Sein’s government have since been appointed to the SAC.

Thein Sein and Snr-Gen. Min Aung Hlaing’s son Aung Pyae Sone both donated five million
kyats to relatives of slain Union and Solidarity Development Party members widely alleged
to have been military informants.

Tin Aye, who chaired the military-owned Myanmar Economic Holdings under the previous
military regime and the UEC under Thein Sein, continues to attend military-related events.
He was present when the junta boss unveiled statues of military chiefs at the military’s
museum in Naypyitaw. He also attended an event paying tribute to fallen soldiers.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/former-myanmar-dictator-than-shwe-and-
retired-generals-resurface.html
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Despite Solid Evidence, Businessman Denies Selling Arms to Myanmar Junta
By THE IRRAWADDY | 15 March 2022

Until his and his family’s shady connections with the Myanmar military were exposed by The
New York Times late last year, U Jonathan Kyaw Thaung was mostly known as the CEO of KT
Group, which operates a port terminal and conducted the renovation of the Pegu Club in
Yangon, among other business activities.

The Times’ story unmasked the Kyaw Thaungs as people who have quietly equipped the
Myanmar military, which has long been notorious for its atrocities against the country’s
ethnic people. Now it has killed more than 1,500 people since last year’s coup for rejecting
military rule in the country.

It turned out that the Kyaw Thaungs became bedfellows with the military by securing
lucrative contracts to provide it with European aircraft, a French coastal surveillance system
and Italian guns for the navy—among others—while avoiding Western sanctions.

Despite the evidence provided by the Times and Justice For Myanmar, an advocacy group
tracking the Myanmar military and its associates’ activities, U Jonathan Kyaw Thaung,
denied any involvement in arms trade.

“I'have nothing to do with arms,” he told The Irrawaddy, saying he even refrained from
businesses linked to fishing or poultry, as his father suggested, reflecting a Buddhist belief
that discourages animal farming.

“l come from a rich family. | don’t need to make quick money like some people,” he added.

But the 39-year-old didn’t deny his relationship with coup leader Min Aung Hlaing. He
admitted that he was introduced to the junta boss (who at the time was Myanmar military
commander-in-chief) nearly one decade ago by U Aung Ko Win, the chairman of Kanbawza
(KBZ) Group of Companies and one of the richest men in the country. The meeting led
Jonathan Kyaw Thaung to meet Min Aung Hlaing’s son U Aung Pyae Sone and daughter Daw
Khin Thiri Thetmon, both of whom were at the time trying to expand their family
businesses.

However, the Irish-Burmese man told The Irrawaddy that despite U Aung Ko Win’s
introduction, he was never close to Min Aung Hlaing and his wife Daw Kyu Kyu Hla. He
insisted that he has not met them since the coup in February last year.

U Jonathan Kyaw Thaung

When asked about his involvement with Min Aung Hlaing’s son in the
purchase of JF-17 fighter jets and K-8 training aircraft from Pakistan as
reported by military sources, he denied it.

The Irrawaddy has learned that U Jonathan Kyaw Thaung got lucrative
business concessions linked to the military with the help of KBZ’'s U
Aung Ko Win, whom he refers to as “Uncle” out of respect.
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They were so close that U Jonathan Kyaw Thaung arranged overseas trips by hiring a private
jet for U Aung Ko Win, one of Myanmar’s richest men. Sometimes he traveled with him

for leisure and business trips, including gambling in Macau. He recalled to friends that on
one of the trips he asked the pilot to make a U-turn while flying from the east to the west of
the country, in order to dine at their favorite Korean restaurant. U Jonathan Kyaw Thaung
once proudly said, according to one of his friends, that U Aung Ko Win was so dependent on
him that he had to take care of him “like a baby”, including on issues like visa and
immigration.

U Aung Ko Win made a fortune during Myanmar’s previous regime, which controlled
Myanmar from 1988 to early 2011, by cultivating a friendship with the then junta’s second
man, Senior General Maung Aye. The personal ties helped the small town government
school teacher from Shan State enter the banking, aviation, mining and other industries as
the general at the time was the head of the regime’s trade council, which oversaw export,
import and joint ventures with foreign countries. U Aung Ko Win came to public prominence
with his Kanbawza—locally known as KBZ—bank.

Despite his previous ties to the former regime, the banker supported Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi’s National League for Democracy government, which came to power after the 2015
general election. When Myanmar was hard hit by COVID-19 in 2020, U Aung Ko Win was
among a handful of cronies who made serious contributions in the fight against the disease.
He is not on the US sanctions list.

For all the blessings from, and connections to, the Myanmar military leadership, U Jonathan
Kyaw Thaung has paid a price for his ties to the generals.

His TNT port terminal in Yangon is now struggling to be operational. Shortly before the
coup, Maersk, the world’s largest container shipping firm, announced that it would not use
the terminal that he leased from the military. Before that, a British port operator stopped
running the port after the operator was put on a “dirty list” of international companies
doing business with the military. He admitted he was struggling to pay the leasing fees to
the military.

After a stay in Thailand until last year, U Jonathan Kyaw Thaung is now believed to be in
Dubai, where his father is now residing.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/despite-solid-evidence-businessman-denies-
selling-arms-to-myanmar-junta.html

UN: Myanmar Army Engaged in Torture, Mass Killings, War Crimes
| Reuters

Myanmar's military has engaged in systematic human rights violations, many amounting to
war crimes and crimes against humanity, the United Nations said on Tuesday, in its first
comprehensive human rights report since last year's coup.
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FILE - Tear gas and fire extinguisher gas float
around demonstrators as they run away
from police during a protest against the
military coup in Yangon, Myanmar, March 8,
2021.

Security forces have shown a flagrant
disregard for human life, using air strikes and
= heavy weapons on populated areas and
deliberately targeting civilians, the U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights, Michelle
Bachelet, said.

Many victims were shot in the head, burned to death, arrested arbitrarily, tortured, or used
as human shields, she said in a statement on the report, which urged "meaningful action" by
the international community.

"The appalling breadth and scale of violations of international law suffered by the people of
Myanmar demand a firm, unified, and resolute international response," Bachelet said.

Myanmar's military spokesperson did not answer calls seeking comment on the U.N. report
on Tuesday.

The military says it has a duty to ensure peace and security. It has denied atrocities have
taken place and has blamed "terrorists" for causing unrest.

The junta has failed to consolidate power since its overthrow of Aung San Suu Kyi's elected
government in February 2021 triggered a backlash of a kind not seen in decades.

Western countries have imposed broad sanctions on the military and its businesses after
anti-coup protests were lethally suppressed by troops, with thousands of people arrested
and many prosecuted, including Suu Kyi, who has since been convicted of crimes that
include incitement.

The U.N. report said it was based on interviews with scores of victims of abuse and
witnesses, whose accounts were corroborated with satellite imagery, verified multimedia
files and open-source information.

The army has met sustained resistance in the countryside from militias allied with the
ousted government. The U.N. report said troops had carried out mass killings in the Sagaing
region, with some victims found dead with their hands and feet tied.

In Kayah State, burned bodies of women and children were found, some in positions
indicating they had tried to escape and were burned alive, it said.

The report found detainees were tortured during interrogation, including suspension from
ceilings, electrocution, injection of drugs and some subjected to sexual violence, including
rape.

The junta has in the past year scolded the U.N. and its independent experts for interference
and what it calls reliance on distorted information from partisan groups.
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The report also said at least 543 people had been killed for their perceived support of the
military government.

https://www.voanews.com/a/un-myanmar-army-engaged-in-torture-mass-killings-war-
crimes-/6486383.html

Urgent action needed to protect rights in Myanmar amid ‘spiral of violence,” UN says

Report finds the military may have committed crimes against humanity in its bid to control
restive population.

2022.03.15

Karenni refugees shelter in caves after air
attacks by Myanmar junta forces, Jan. 18, 2022.
News Light in Karenni

More than a year after a coup, Myanmar is
“caught in a downward spiral of violence,” the
U.N. Human Rights Office said in a report
Tuesday, calling for urgent action to protect the
freedom and livelihoods of those living under military rule in the Southeast Asian nation.

In her first report to the U.N. Human Rights Council (HRC) since the military seized power
on Feb. 1, 2021, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle
Bachelet said that junta rule in Myanmar has led to “a significant regression in the
enjoyment of human rights encompassing the full gamut of civil, political, economic and
social rights.”

She said the military has engaged in violence and abuse as part of a widespread and
systematic attack directed against civilians — including by conducting air strikes on heavy
populated areas, using people as human shields, and committing acts of torture and
murder — that may amount to crimes against humanity.

The report, which was requested by the HRC to investigate accountability for alleged
violations of human rights in Myanmar, said that brutal repression of the junta’s
opposition, violent resistance to the coup, and several ongoing armed conflicts have left
the country in turmoil. It said military rule had created an environment in which no
meaningful dialogue can take place.

International efforts to deescalate the violence have yielded few results and announced
ceasefires have failed to reduce armed conflict, while authorities regularly conduct raids
on dissenters, and humanitarian operations are denied access to the people in most
need, the report found.

“Action is urgently needed to stem the pace at which individuals are being stripped of
their rights, their lives and their livelihoods,” Bachelet said.
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“These dynamics must change dramatically to create the basis for political discussions or
a negotiated solution,” she added, noting that the public is calling for a return to
democratic system that guarantees their freedoms and can deliver justice for past crimes
and rights violations.

Since the Feb. 1 coup last year, security forces have killed at least 1,676 civilians and
arrested more than 10,000 others — mostly during peaceful anti-junta protests, while
“hundreds if not thousands” have been subjected to torture, the report said, citing
reports by rights groups.

Reports have emerged of troops committing widespread acts of arson, looting, rape and
murder during its offensives in the country’s remote border regions, where it has
encountered strong resistance from armed ethnic groups and members of anti-junta
People’s Defense Force paramilitary groups. More than 440,000 people have been
displaced by armed clashes over the same period, and 14.4 million are in “urgent
humanitarian need.”

Additionally, the junta has implemented few of the measures the U.N. has called for to
protect the rights of minorities, including the Muslim Rohingya, more than 700,000 of
whom fled across the border from Rakhine state into neighboring Bangladesh amid a
military crackdown in 2017. The Hague-based International Court of Justice is holding
hearings to determine whether it has jurisdiction to judge if atrocities committed by
Myanmar’s military against the Rohingya constitute a genocide. According to the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, the Rohingya still face official
discrimination, restrictions on freedom of movement, access to health and education
services, and limited job opportunities in Myanmar.

UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet
speaks during a news conference at the European
\* headquarters of the United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland,
Dec. 9, 2020. Reuters

bacheRecommendations

it

Based on the report’s findings, Commissioner Bachelet called on the junta to cease all
violence against Myanmar’s population, according to the so-called “five-point consensus”
it agreed to with fellow members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
in an emergency meeting in April last year, and to release all the country’s political
prisoners.

Bachelet urged all parties in the country to cooperate with U.N. and ASEAN special
envoys in the pursuit of broad-based dialogue, to facilitate access to aid groups, respect
human rights and comply with international humanitarian law, and cooperate with
international accountability mechanisms.

She also called on the international community to protect individuals crossing
international borders, support referral of the situation in Myanmar to the International
Criminal Court and ensure that any political solution to the existing crisis eschews
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amnesties for serious rights violations. Other nations should also take immediate action
to prevent the supply of arms to the Myanmar military and apply targeted sanctions on
junta economic interests, she said, as well as encourage businesses in the country to
cease working with military-affiliated entities.

Lastly, Bachelet called for a strengthening of the U.N.’s ability to “respond to human
rights-related crises and undertake all necessary efforts to ensure a coherent, strategic
response in Myanmar,” with the purpose of bolster rights protections “in a mutually
enforcing manner.”

Youths protest junta rule in Yangon's Mingalar Taung
Nyunt township, March 13, 2022. Credit: Nway OoProtests
continue

The U.N. report came after authorities in Myanmar’s
Yangon region carried out a series of arrests of anti-
junta protesters over the weekend, including two girls
aged 13 and 16. The girls, who were among three people
detained as security forces wielding iron rods shut down a protest in Mingalar Taung
Nyunt township on Sunday, suffered broken teeth and ribs, sources told RFA’s Myanmar
Service.

A day earlier, police arrested a university student named Kyaw Htet Aung along with
three of his friends and accused them of possessing explosives connected to a bomb blast
that had occurred in the area. A friend of the students said all four were beaten as they
were detained.

Junta Deputy Minister of Information Zaw Min Tun could not immediately be reached for
comment on the arrests.

In the seat of Sagaing region’s Kalay township, a continuous protest of military rule
reached its 400" day over the weekend, with participants decrying their loss of rights and
a reversal of progress made in five years of administration by the deposed National
League for Democracy (NLD).

A leader of the protest, which began on Feb. 7, 2021, and has endured despite several
crackdowns by authorities, said it will not stop until their freedoms are restored.

“We realized after the NLD came to power, that we have certain rights. Even though
[their rule] wasn’t that long, | think we had fully enjoyed those rights,” said the protest
leader, who spoke on condition of anonymity.

“That freedom and human rights we had enjoyed for five years is what we are asking for
now. Nothing more. We'll be happy with those rights that we had under the NLD
government.”

Kalay residents said at least 15 people have been killed and more than 80 arrested in
connection with protests in the town.
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Reported by RFA’s Myanmar Service. Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in
English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/report-03152022201841.html

Shades of Kharkiv: Parallels between the conflicts in Myanmar and Ukraine

Both Russia and Myanmar intentionally target civilians, apartments, and hospitals and block
humanitarian convoys.

A commentary by Zachary Abuza | 2022.03.15

Left: Ukrainian soldiers and firefighters
search in a destroyed building after a
bombing attack in Kyiv, Ukraine, Monday,
March 14, 2022. Credit: AP. Right: This file
handout photo by Chin Twin Chit Thu
taken on February 3, 2022 and released
on February 5, 2022 shows an aerial
photo of burnt buildings in Mingin
Township, in Sagaing Division, where
more than 105 buildings were destroyed by junta military troops, according to local media.
AFP/Chin Twin Chit Thu

As the war in Ukraine drags on, with no clear-cut Russian victory in sight, we are seeing
important parallels with the conflict in Myanmar, which has fallen from the headlines.

The Russian offensive in Ukraine has faltered, and there has been a heavier reliance on
indiscriminate air attacks with non-precision guided munitions and artillery. The Russians
don’t have sufficient forces to capture and hold cities, so they surround them and use
long-range artillery fire.

They are intentionally targeting civilians, apartment blocks, and hospitals. Like
Myanmar’s military, Russian forces have laid siege and prevented humanitarian
convoys from reaching civilians. There can be no pretense that this is simply collateral
damage.

Left: A wounded woman stands outside a
hospital after the bombing of the eastern
Ukraine town of Chuguiv on February 24, 2022,
as Russian armed forces invade Ukraine. Credit:
AFP Right: A protester holds onto the shirt of a
fallen comrade, during a crackdown by security
forces on demonstrations against the military
coup, in Hlaing Tharyar township in Yangon,

March 14, 2021. Credit: AFP
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The Tatmadaw, as the Myanmar military is known, has razed villages, burning down at
least 6,700 homes, according to the group Data for Myanmar. It’s a punitive act because
they cannot hold territory. And yet their ruthless “Four Cuts” strategy - employed for
decades to deny insurgents support from local people - has not deterred the public from
supporting the shadow National Unity Government since last year’s coup.

Both Russia and Myanmar rely on poorly trained, conscript militaries, with low morale. As
Russian forces have been depleted through deaths, injury or desertion, we are seeing the
leadership call up mercenaries from Chechnya, Syria, and their own Wagner Group, a
Russian paramilitary organization. In Myanmar, where the Tatmadaw has been slowly
hollowed out, there is greater reliance on the pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee militia.

Both regimes have stepped up arrests of dissenters. Russia has imposed almost a total
blackout of media not under state control, forcing most foreign reporters from its
borders. Russia is transforming its internet into a Chinese-style intranet. In Myanmar,
there have been attempts to shut down the internet in the conflict-wracked regions like
Sagaing to prevent evidence of government atrocities, while policing social media to
target dissent. In both countries, the assaults and arrests of journalists continue apace.
As in the towns and cities that the Russians occupy, the Myanmar military has been
summarily executing civilians.

The leadership of both countries believe that if they act with enough violence they can
submit the civilian population to their will and will be able to evade all accountability. In
recent fighting in Myanmar, over five dozen civilians were burnt to death. Neither
government tries to hide their war crimes; indeed they want them there for all to see, as
a warning of things to come.
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Left: This video grab taken on March 15, 2022 shows

r Russian Channel One editor Marina Ovsyannikova
holds a poster reading " Stop the war. Don't believe
A i the propaganda. Here they are lying to you" during a
j

broadcast by news anchor Yekaterina Andreyeva on
Russia's most-watched evening news broadcast, in
Moscow, March 14, 2022. Credit: AFP/ Channnel One
Right: Japanese journalist Yuki Kitazumi raises his hands as he is escorted by police upon
arrival at the Myaynigone police station in Sanchaung township in Yangon, Myanmar, Feb.
26, 2021. Credit: AP

There is a shared belief that they can weather international sanctions and both
governments are displaying callous disregard for the economic crisis that they are causing
their populations. Both have quickly reversed over a decade of economic progress. The
junta in Myanmar oversaw an 18 percent contraction of the economy in 2021, and more
than half the population now lives in poverty. Both regimes are sanctioned, and have seen
much of their trade diminish. Today the citizens of Yangon are experiencing electric
shortages and a lack of water.
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The wars in both countries have seen incredible courage against all odds. We’ve
witnessed valiant fighting by Ukrainians defenders as well as by Myanmar’s People’s
Defense Forces (PDFs) and their allied Ethnic Armed Organizations (EAOs). But they are
up against insurmountable odds. Even if the Tatmadaw has a smaller fighting force than is
often suggested, it is still larger and better resourced than the PDFs, with the power of
conscription.

Like the Russian army, the Tatmadaw is weaker and more poorly armed than budgets would
suggest because of endemic corruption. Authoritarianism tends to weaken most institutions
including the security services. When PDFs display captured equipment or army prisoners of
war, it’s pretty shocking how poorly armed and equipped they are, given the military’s
primacy and budget. But clearly much of the military budget goes to prestige items while
young conscripts fighting the war remain poorly fed, armed, and equipped.

The PDFs continue to have significant challenges in raising funds and acquiring arms and
ammunition. Recently we’ve seen several battles that have left about dozen PDF
personnel killed having run out of ammunition. The NUG just announced that their PDFs
will have a $30 million budget this year. While that’s significant amount for sub-state
militia, it is paltry compared to the resources of the Tatmadaw. Just through their
asymmetrical dominance in materiel, the Russian military and the Tatmadaw are able to
grind out a long war.

Like the Ukrainian forces, the PDFs and their affiliated EAOs have high morale, relatively
good discipline, and a just cause that they are fighting for. They hold themselves to
higher standards on the battlefield in terms of trying not to commit war crimes,
intentionally target civilians, or looting and pilfering. And unlike the Tatmadaw or the
Russians, they enjoy overwhelming popular support.

Left: Russian President Vladimir Putin attends a
meeting with government members via a video link
in Moscow, Russia March 10, 2022. Credit: Sputnik
via Reuters. Right: Myanmar's junta chief Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing, who ousted the elected
government in a coup on February 1, 2021, presides
over an army parade on Armed Forces Day in
Naypyitaw, Myanmar, March 27, 2021. Credit: Reuters.

The one thing that the PDFs and EAOs have not focused on sufficiently is targeting the
Tatmadaw’s long and vulnerable supply lines. The Myanmar military has never fought on as
many fronts simultaneously and they have never had to fight in the ethnic majority Bamar
heartland. The Ukrainians have taken advantage of this vulnerability to a much greater
degree. While the NUG may beg for the provision of manpads — portable, surface-to-air
missiles - the best way to target the military’s air assets is by targeting the supply of jet fuel.

As much as we can root for the underdogs in Ukraine and Myanmar, neither is likely to
win a clear-cut military victory. But they don’t have to. Guerrilla forces simply have to not
lose. They have to wear down the occupying force, trap them in a war of attrition that
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forces them to further alienate the population through barbaric attacks and systematic
human rights abuses. And in that regard the PDFs are doing admirably.

In both cases, the way the conflicts likely end is from within. In Russia, the oligarchs may
not pose a challenge to President Vladimir Putin simply because they do not control any

coercive instruments. The threat Putin faces comes from his own security services, which
he appears to be scapegoating for the military’s poor performance.

The real threat to junta leader Min Aung Hlaing and his deputy Soe Win comes from
lower-ranking generals and colonels who have not shared in the military regime’s spoils.
These are the people who have to execute the war and who understand that given the
rate of casualties and defections that they do not have the manpower to hold territory.
These are the people that know how despised the military is and how little legitimacy its
regime has. They are the people who know that the war is unwinnable and have an
interest in protecting what’s left of the military’s political, economic, and institutional
interests. They know they can only do that through a negotiated settlement and that is
impossible with this senior leadership still in place.

Zachary Abuza is a professor at the National War College in Washington and an adjunct
at Georgetown University. The views expressed here are his own and do not reflect the
position of the U.S. Department of Defense, the National War College, Georgetown
University or RFA.

https://www.rfa.org/english/commentaries/myanmar-ukraine-03152022163434.html
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