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Myanmar Anti-Regime Leader: Freedom Does Not Come For Free
By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 March 2022

Tayzar San is one of the most prominent of Myanmar’s anti-regime protest leaders and a
key member of the National Unity Consultative Council (NUCC) — a body that brings forces
opposed to the military regime together. A coalition of elected lawmakers, ethnic armed
organizations (EAOs) and pro-democracy activists, the NUCC serves as a political
consultative body to the parallel civilian National Unity Government (NUG), and is leading
the efforts to lay the groundwork for the creation of a federal democratic union.

As one of the junta’s most wanted people, Tayzar San has been on the run for many
months. But while in hiding, he continues his mission to eliminate military dictatorship from
his motherland.

Recently, the 33-year-old doctor turned activist talked to The Irrawaddy about the urgent
need for funds for the revolution and called on the public to take the boycott and social
punishment campaigns seriously.

You and other prominent opposition figures have talked about the importance of financing
the revolution. How is the current funding situation?

The NUG talked about the defense budget in their six month report on the people’s
defensive war. The NUG said that they have received nothing, neither cash nor any material
support, from foreign counties for the revolution and depend only on public donations. In
fact, finance is the essential need for the revolution and will determine its result. But the
coup has plunged the country into political, social and economic turmoil. And so our people
are facing hardship and their financial support for the revolution is limited.

Tayzar San leading an anti-regime protest in Mandalay in February 2021.

But | want to say that to win this revolution quickly, we definitely need more funding. We
have all heard and seen that our People’s Defense Forces (PDF) comrades need arms and
other material items. So we all need to push and contribute more. | want to say that this
revolution is not for the NUG, NUCC and the Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
(CPRH —the NUG’s parliamentary committee), but for all the people of Myanmar. If the
revolution is successful, it will benefit all of us. Equally, if this revolution doesn’t succeed, all
of us including future generations will suffer.

In the NUG’s six month report, the defense ministry said it has only received around USS30
million to fund the armed resistance. What do you think of that?

| was really surprised by that. | thought the amount would be more. Everyone knows that
weapons and ammunition are expensive. At the same time, our enemy, the terrorist regime,
is spending hundreds of millions of dollars on the military and has had 70 years to build up
its infrastructure. Compared to that, spending USS30 million is like tossing sesame seeds
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into the mouth of an elephant. In a virtual discussion that | joined last year, one EAO leader
said that, according to their calculations, if we could spend US$15 million a month on
military expenses, we could bring down the regime in a short time. At least US$2-3 million is
required to arm a battalion. So US$30 million is nothing. That’s not to be discouraging but to
make people aware of the situation. Funding is the lifeline of the revolution, so we need to
work together to push for more of it. If we can do that, we can reach our desired destination
of a peaceful and flourishing country fast.

What can the NUG do to improve fundraising?

As far as | know, the NUG currently has two sources of revenue [for the resistance
movement]. The first one is bond sales, which is well known. People who can afford it, buy
bonds. But | think that they can organize a campaign to sell more bonds and reach the
business community more. Another source of funds is the People’s Revolution Supply Family
(PRF) program. We rely on it a lot. Under it, all of our people can help supply PDFs for a
minimum amount of US$20 each month. But so far people have very little knowledge about
the PRF. Actually, the PRF program is a great source of fundraising for the PDF members
who are risking their lives in our fight for freedom. But as there’s little public awareness of
the PRF, the amount of people participating is still very low. While we try to get donations
from business people who can make big contributions, we should also try to do more to get
the general public to contribute monthly to the PRF.

But the NUG shouldn’t just rely on those two sources of funding. They need to find
innovative ways to generate more revenue and also work on how to raise taxes as a
legitimate government. For international aid, the world only bets on the winning horse. We
need to work to let the international community know that our revolution is moving
forward, and that we will definitely win.

What will happen to the revolution if the funding doesn’t increase?

PDF members train in October 2021 at their base camp in the forest near Demoso in
southeast Myanmar’s Kayah State. / AFP

For me, the current situation is not satisfactory as there is a great need of funding but it is
also not discouraging. Our [armed] resistance started with any available weapons and even
under the current situation with insufficient weapons and ammunition, the PDFs can
threaten the junta forces and have taken control of rural areas in Sagaing Region and Kayah
State. Tactics will also play a role in battle, while the main difference between us and the
terrorist regime is that our fight is spirit-based and has the full support of the people. For
them [the military regime], regardless of how well-equipped they are, as soon as they leave
their bases or camps, they are in enemy territory. It is certain that we will win this
revolution and there is a lot of good potential. But it will depend on us to make that happen.
So | would like to urge our people not to relax or be disrupted by events and don’t be
disunited.

In terms of public participation in the revolution, you have also recently reminded people of
the boycott and social punishment campaigns. Why have you done that?
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Because now more than a year after the coup, the terrorist military council members and
some of their collaborators, supporters and opportunists are starting to publicly attempt to
claim that normality is returning under the regime. They didn’t dare do that before as the
peoples’ campaign against them was quite strong. But now they are testing the water. This
is a battle between Dharma and Adharma. We need to clarify clearly the line between our
enemy and us and we shouldn’t let them get into our society. They are the ones responsible
for all the social and economic consequences since the coup. We need to strongly reject all
of them. The boycott campaign against any businesses and services owned or affiliated with
the military is also important. It needs to apply to anyone, any organization, any product
affiliated with the military or supporting the military, because the money we use to buy
their products or to use their services will turn into guns and bullets that kill our people and
our PDF fighters. So not a single penny should reach the military. Our people already know
that. But they might overlook the importance of the boycott campaign and social
punishment for the revolution. And the terrorist regime and their collaborators will take
advantage of that. We can’t let them do as they want. If we do, we are stupid.

What else would you like to say?

| would like to say that the more people contribute, the faster the revolution will succeed.
You shouldn’t assume that the revolution will be over without you participating. There are
several ways to participate. | am not asking you to do what the PDF youths are doing:
fighting on the ground and risking their lives for the revolution. Let’s push to meet the
financial needs for the people’s defensive war. Let’s be a support force [to the PDFs] by
joining strikes, continuing to donate, continuing the Civil Disobedience Movement, boycott
campaign and social punishment. Freedom does not come for free. We all have to make
whatever contribution we can.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/interview-myanmar-anti-regime-leader-
freedom-does-not-come-for-free.html

Boy, 8, killed by junta artillery fire in northern Myanmar

Four others were injured in the explosion, which came before troops captured and tortured
10 villagers

Ko Cho | Published on Mar 24, 2022
Soldiers fire their weapons at peaceful protesters in Yangon in March 2021 (Myanmar Now)

An eight-year-old boy died when he was hit by a Myanmar military artillery shell in Sagaing
Region on Tuesday, while four others including a teenage girl were injured, witnesses told
Myanmar Now.

The boy was among a group of displaced people who were taking shelter in the village of
Htan Be Hla in Ye-U Township when junta soldiers arrived and began firing heavy and light
weapons.
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The displaced people tried to flee upon hearing news of the soldiers’ arrival, but were
forced to take cover instead when the barrage of gun and artillery fire started.

“The whole village filled with smoke and we couldn’t run anymore, so we just ducked,” the
mother of the boy who died told Myanmar Now. She and her son, along with several other
people, took cover beneath a tamarind tree.

A shell then landed near the tree, killing her child and injuring the four others, including a
13-year-old girl and a 50-year-old man, she said.

The soldiers fired their weapons for about 30 minutes, then they detained 10 men from the
village and tortured them on suspicion of being members of the People’s Defence Force
(PDF).

They released eight of the captives and took two with them when they left the village later
that day.

A 35-year-old man who was among those tortured said the soldiers held the captives’ heads
under water and beat them.

“They dunked our heads in the muddy swamp water and kicked and stepped on our heads
with their boots,” he said. “They also hit our heads with their rifle handles and cut our
throats lightly with their knives.”

The two men who were taken from the village are Aung Phyo Tun, 27, who was shot in the
arm, and Sein Cho, 50, he added. The survivors who were released are seriously injured and
receiving treatment, he added.

“I would like for people to stay away from the military so that they can avoid facing a similar
fate as us,” said the man. “We couldn’t even look up at them, let alone challenge them.”

The column of soldiers responsible for the attack arrived in Ye-U Township from
neighbouring Depayin on Monday and raided several villages before reaching Htan Be Hla,
including Zee Taw Gyi, Chaung Nar Ywar Thit, Pauk Taw and Chaung Son.

The soldiers headed to the town of Ye-U via Hnaw Kone village after leaving Htan Be Hla, a
member of a local anti-junta armed group said.

On Wednesday the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners said the junta had now
killed at least 1,700 civilians since last year’s coup.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/boy-8-killed-by-junta-artillery-fire-in-northern-
myanmar

Teenage Girl Killed and Three Others Villagers Seriously Wounded by Burma Army Shelling
of Civilian Areas
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Burma Army heavy artillery shelling of Htee Mu Hta village in Myawaddy Township in Karen
State killed a teenage girl and wounded three villagers in the early morning of 24 March
2022.

Karen News | 24 March 2022

Villagers confirmed to Karen News a 17-year-old girl was killed while three others villagers
were seriously injured by Burma Army artillery at around 5am on Thursday. The artillery
shells also damage a number of villagers’ houses.

Following fighting between the local Karen National Liberation Army combined forces and
the Burma Army near Htee Mu Hta Village, the Burma Army deliberately targeted the village
with heavy artillery shelling. A woman villager said the 17-year-old girl was killed when she
was hit on the head by artillery shelling while another girl and a married couple was also
wounded.

The villager told Karen News; “The girl had got up early in the morning to cook. The artillery
shell fell near her house and exploded. She was wounded in the head and died. There was
blood all over the place where she was cooking. Her mother tried to get her to the hospital.
No hospitals were opened at that time, she died on the way”

Local sources said the Burma Army fired six 120 mm shells into Htee Mu Hta village. The
other girl received wounds to her bladder and waist and the married couple were wounded
in the legs. Two houses were badly damaged and a car destroyed.

The dead girl was a student and had just turned 17 on March 23. The injured girl is in critical
condition.

Increased Burma Army incursions into KNU controlled territory has resulted in increased
fighting with KNLA combined forces in the area. Locals say the Burma Army usually responds
to its battlefield failures against the KNLA by firing heavy artillery into villages.

https://karennews.org/2022/03/teenage-girl-killed-and-three-others-villagers-seriously-
wounded-by-burma-army-shelling-of-civilian-areas/

Myanmar Junta Detains Crony Over Failed Building Project on Military-Owned Land
By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 March 2022

One of Myanmar’s most notorious cronies, U Khin Shwe, was arrested and sent to Yangon’s
Insein Prison on Tuesday along with his son U Zay Thiha, following a conflict over a failed
building development on military-owned land in Yangon.

On Thursday, regime spokesperson Major General Zaw Min Tun confirmed that the junta is
planning to take action against the pair.

The Myanmar military and U Khin Shwe’s company Zaykabar have been in dispute over the
project since 2018, when Zaykabar Company contracted the China State Construction
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Engineering Corporation Ltd to build a US$500 million high-rise project on land in Yangon’s
Bahan Township leased from the military.

The company planned to develop the site with 12 buildings ranging in height from 382 to
412 feet in the compound of the now-defunct Myayeik Nyo Hotel.

However, the military shut down the project in May 2018 after the developer breached the
memorandum of understanding signed with the military.

Zaykabar Co was ordered to halt the development and leave the site by November 30, 2019,
which it did.

The company appealed to the Ministry of Construction at the end of 2019 to continue
implementation of the project, but the proposed development seems to have remained in
limbo until this week’s detention of U Khin Shwe and his son.

The pair were arrested following a complaint filed by Lieutenant Colonel Aung Kyaw Moe of
the Myanmar military’s Yangon Command over non-payment of rent for the land, for large-
scale site preparation in partnership with a foreign company while a build-operate-transfer
agreement had not yet been signed, and for the unauthorized demolition of four heritage
buildings including a colonial-era mayor’s residence.

They have been charged under Section 24 of the Protection and Preservation of Ancient
Monuments Law. If convicted, they each face five to ten years in jail. A family member
declined to comment about their arrest when asked by The Irrawaddy.

U Khin Shwe was a prominent crony during the previous military regime led by the dictator
Senior General Than Shwe, He was known to be close to General Khin Nyunt, the former
head of military intelligence and was business partner to a number of generals. That
resulted in him being sanctioned by the United States government until October 2016.

His daughter is married to the son of former general and parliament speaker Thura U Shwe
Mann, now the chairman of the Union Betterment Party. U Khin Shwe was a lawmaker
representing the military’s proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party in parliament’s
upper house between 2011 and 2016.

The Irrawaddy was unable to contact representatives of Zaykabar Co for comment.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-detains-crony-over-failed-
building-project-on-military-owned-land.html

Myanmar Junta-Appointed UEC to Decide NLD's Fate Later This Month

By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 March 2022
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Myanmar’s regime-appointed Union Election Commission will rule on the legality of the
National League for Democracy (NLD) later this month for failing to comply with its order to
submit financial accounts and expenses for inspection.

The NLD has refused to recognize the UEC, which was formed after last year’s coup and said
all its announcements are illegal.

The NLD and Shan Nationalities League for Democracy (SNLD) refused to attend the UEC’s
offices for inspection in mid-February. The SNLD has invited UEC inspectors to come to its
office to inspect but refuses to attend the UEC office, saying it has done nothing wrong.

The regime’s UEC says it has inspected 83 out of 92 registered political parties since August
last year and warned that any party refusing an inspection would face legal action.

“UEC members will hold a management meeting after [Sunday’s] Armed Forces Day and we
will make a decision,” UEC member U Khin Maung Oo told a press conference in Naypyitaw
on Thursday.

“These two parties did not come to be inspected on Feb. 14 so we told them to come before
March 9,” he said.

U Khin Maung Oo said the two parties were now in breach of the Political Parties
Registration Law.

The law says parties can be suspended for three years and will only be allowed to do specific
activities. Any breach could lead to disbandment.

Sai Kyaw Nyunt, the SNLD’s joint secretary, on Thursday said: “We didn’t go to the UEC on
March 9 and no one came to us. There has been no talk between us.

“Any suspension or disbandment is their decision. Around 10 parties are in the same
position. The UEC will have to think about the consequences of its decisions.”

The UEC says the next general election will use proportional representation with a closed-
list system.

Regime leader Min Aung Hlaing has promised an election by August next year.

The junta alleges that the NLD —which won a large majority in the 2020 general election —
took part in voters-list fraud, despite international and domestic observers being satisfied it
was a free and fair election.

Party leaders, including State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and President U Win Myint,
were arrested during the coup and have been in detention and face trials on numerous
charges.

Myanmar’s junta spokesman Zaw Min Tun told Thursday’s press conference that “free and
fair” voting will take place nationwide.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-appointed-uec-to-decide-nlds-
fate-later-this-month.html
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Junta-installed UEC threatens legal action against political parties that refuse audit
DMG | 24 March 2022

The Union Election Commission (UEC) appointed by Myanmar’s military regime has warned
that it will take legal action against political parties that have yet to undergo its scrutiny
ahead of a general election slated for 2023.

Under the Political Parties Registration Law, political parties are required to submit to
inspection by the UEC, commission member U Khin Maung Oo said at a press conference on
Thursday, adding that parties would be charged under Section 24(c), (d) and (e) of the law if
they fail to do so.

“Under the law, we can suspend a political party for three years, and can even dissolve it if it
continues party functions,” he said.

The junta-appointed UEC has also set a deadline for inspections, saying that it will begin
taking legal action against noncompliant parties after Armed Forces Day on March 27.

The election body said it has inspected 83 out of 92 registered political parties nationwide
since August of last year.

In Arakan State, the state’s election subcommission has inspected seven out of eight local
parties including the Arakan National Party (ANP) and Arakan Front Party (AFP). Only the
Arakan League for Democracy (ALD) remains unscrutinised, the deputy director of the state
election body told DMG.

“There are eight Arakan State-based parties, and we have inspected seven of them. We
have yet to inspect the ALD. It has not yet contacted us. We will inspect the party’s funds, its
list of party members and documents,” said U Thurein Htut, the deputy director.

The state election subcommission asked the ALD to come to its office for the party audit on
March 10. But ALD General Secretary U Myo Kyaw said the party is ready for scrutiny, just
not on those terms.

“The UEC is not complying with the procedures. If they are to inspect a party, they must
inspect it at the party’s office. But they have instructed us to come to theirs for inspection,
and we reject that. We have all the documents, and [election officials] may come and
inspect them at our office,” he told DMG.

The junta’s UEC announced on August 12 that it and its election subcommissions would
audit the funds and assets of political parties, as is its prerogative under Section 18 of the
Political Parties Registration Law and Section 23 of the relevant by-law.

https://www.dmediag.com/news/4219-uec-threatens

SAC plans to hold general election nationwide: SAC’s spokesperson
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PUBLISHED 25 MARCH 2022 | EMG

The SAC is planning to hold general election nationwide as the essence of democracy and
the general election will be diminished if the next election is held where it can be done and
where it cannot be done, said Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun, Deputy Minister for Information and
spokesperson of the State Administration Council (SAC) at the press conference held at the
Ministry of Information in Nay Pyi Taw on March 24.

"The election will be held where we can. The essence of democracy and the general election
will be diminished if the next election is held where it can be done and where it cannot be
done. Therefore, | would like to inform you that the government is working to ensure that
the next election is held nationwide,” said Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun.

Three general elections, including the 2010 general election, were held in Myanmar. Out of

330 townships in Myanmar, election was held in 325 townships in the 2010 general election,
323 townships in the 2015 general election and 315 townships in the 2020 general election,

said Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun.

Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun said, “Since 2010, we have seen a decrease in the number of
townships that can hold the election. Article 7 of the 2008 constitution states that the state
shall practice a genuine and disciplined multi-party democracy. In essence, this means that a
truly disciplined multi-party democracy must be practiced everywhere in the country. The
basic premise is that free and fair elections should be held nationwide."

Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun said that free and fair general elections must be held in order for the
whole country to practice true and disciplined multi-party democracy.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-plans-to-hold-general-election-nationwide-sacs-
spokesperson

In justifying evictions, junta spokesman cites rule of law and advantages of dictatorship
DMG | 24 March 2022

Myanmar junta spokesman Major-General Zaw Min Tun has touted evictions under military
rule as a benefit of the regime not being accountable to a voting public.

Speaking at a press conference held by the military regime on Thursday, the junta
spokesman said squatters were removed for the sake of rule of law, as he attempted to
justify the recent eviction of thousands of people across several Myanmar townships.

“To give the short answer on why we remove [squatters] at this time, we dare to remove
them because we are not a political government. Political governments dare not do so,” he
said.
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“By ‘political government’ | mean an elected government. Every elected government avoids
[handling] squatters. We can’t blame them for that; they still need their votes,” he
continued. “But we are not a political government, and we take action primarily from the
perspective of rule of law.”

In Arakan State this month, regime authorities have evicted hundreds of people from along
the railroad in Sittwe, as well as at a local cemetery, labelling them as squatters.

While some humanitarian organisations have provided relief supplies for them, the Arakan
State military council has supplied nothing, said one of the evictees, Ko Nyi Nyi.

“We have nowhere else to go. We would like to ask for a land plot to live on,” he said.

Former Arakan State lawmaker U Pe Than took issue with the junta spokesman’s logic,
saying the most important attribute of a government, whether elected or not, is the will to
serve the interests of its people. Such a government would find out and address the causes
that lead people to squat rather than forcibly removing squatters and taking no
responsibility for their wellbeing, he added.

“If a government calls people squatters and forcibly removes their houses and leaves them

high and dry for allegedly breaking the law, it is not a sympathetic government,” U Pe Than

told DMG. “If a government does not stand by the people, and does not work together with
the people to address their problems, it can’t be called the people’s government.”

Some evictees are relocating to a village in neighbouring Ponnagyun Township with the help
of a local charitable foundation, but others are staying at monasteries and some have built
makeshift tents and remain in the area where their houses were forcibly removed.

Arakan State’s military government has come under fire for the recent Sittwe evictions, with
local civil society organisations calling on the regime to resettle them properly. Arakan State
military council spokesman U Hla Thein has, however, told DMG that the council does not
have plans to assist the evictees with relocation.

https://www.dmediag.com/news/4223-cites-rule

Naypyitaw Court Sentences Kachin National Congress Leader
KNG | 24th March 2022
Dr. M. Kawn La

The leader of the Kachin National Congress (KNC) has been sentenced to two years’
imprisonment after being convicted by a court in Naypyitaw of sedition under Article 505 (a)
of Burma’s Penal Code.

KNC members expressed remorse after learning of Dr M Kawn La’s conviction on Wedesday
at the Zabuthiri Township courthouse.
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“As a party member, we’re very sad for the chair of our party. This is a waste of time. Our
party cannot participate in politics: This is a big loss to our Kachin politics,” he told KNG. He
said that the seven months he spent on remand will be deducted from his incarceration
period.

The armed forces had arrested the chairperson at his clinic in Naypyitaw in August last year
and subjected him to 5 court hearings before he was sentenced.

According to the advocacy group the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, the
military regime has convicted 868 people and arrested or charged 9,005 since the fall of
Aung San Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy government more than a year ago during
a coup.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/03/24/naypyitaw-court-sentences-kachin-national-congress-

leader/

ASEAN Envoy Sees Little Hope of Breakthrough in Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 March 2022

PHNOM PENH—Cambodian Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn said Wednesday the Myanmar
issue was complicated and would take a long time to solve, as the “stakeholders were not
ready to cooperate and still insist on fighting and eliminating one another.”

Sokhonn visited Myanmar as the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) special
envoy for the country on March 21-23. He met with the country’s regime leader Min Aung
Hlaing and some of his cabinet members, among others, but not with the country’s ousted
democracy leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

Asked during a press conference on his arrival back in Cambodia on Wednesday whether he
had requested to meet Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, Sokhonn said he did not make such a direct
request because that issue was the reason his predecessor as special envoy failed to visit
Myanmar. However, he said Min Aung Hlaing had hinted that it may be possible for him to
meet Daw Aung San Suu Kyi in the future.

Myanmar has been in political turmoil since the military coup in February last year. More
than one year on, the country, which is an ASEAN member, is on the brink of being a failed
state as the junta still cannot run the country properly in the face of growing civilian armed
resistance against military rule. The regime has killed more than 1,600 people, mainly for
anti-junta activism.

Sokhonn became ASEAN’s special envoy for Myanmar after Cambodia took the rotating
ASEAN chair this year. His appointment came after Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen
visited Myanmar to meet the coup leader in January to broker talks. The visit was criticized
for legitimizing the regime.
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Sokhonn said he had received information that so far there is no sign of negotiations aimed
at achieving reconciliation, while many factions in the conflict are not ready to talk, but are
committed to fighting and continuing their struggle.

“I would like to clarify when | said, | ask for your utmost patience to stop the violence, Min
Aung Hlaing expressed his concern that there is still violence among the ethnic armed force,
the civil defense force, and the importation of weapons. This shows the complexity of
Myanmar,” he said.

“We can’t solve it during one chairmanship or the current chairmanship,” he added.

Sokhonn said he urged Min Aung Hlaing to exercise the utmost restraint in using force, in
order to reduce tensions as well as to release more political prisoners, including the
Australian professor Sean Turnell. He said he regretted not having been able to meet former
first lady Daw Su Su Lwin, as she was suffering from COVID-19. Daw Su Su Lwin has a close
relationship with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

He said he asked the regime for its cooperation on organizing a consultation meeting on
humanitarian aid for Myanmar that will take place in late April or early May, highlighting
that the aid needs to be delivered safely and indiscriminately to those who need it the most,
as well as on distributing COVID-19 vaccines wherever possible.

The special envoy said he understood the criticism that his visit to Myanmar would
legitimize the junta.

“l want to highlight that our visit does not legitimize the other’s side,” he said, referring to
the regime.

Thong Mengdavid, a research fellow at the Mekong Centre for Strategic Studies at the Asian
Vision Institute, said Cambodia is currently trapped, as ASEAN had been taken hostage by
the Myanmar crisis.

“The root causes of the Myanmar crisis are the illegal power grab by the junta and the
disparity of the ethnic groups,” he said.

Mengdavid said Cambodia must retain the step-by-step conflict-solving model to gain trust
from the junta while continuing to support the people of Myanmar through the “ASEAN
Way” and humanitarian assistance.

“The process will take time not only during the Cambodian chairmanship, but ... will persist
as a ‘hot potato’ for Indonesia next year,” he added.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/asean-envoy-sees-little-hope-of-breakthrough-
in-myanmar.html

ASEAN Envoy’s Peace Attempts in Myanmar Fall Flat

| Luke Hunt
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Myanmar State Administration Council Chairman Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, right,
shakes hands with Cambodian Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn during a meeting in
Naypyitaw, Myanmar, March 21, 2022.

PHNOM PENN, CAMBODIA — Even though he claimed minor progress had been made,
analysts say Cambodian Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn achieved few tangible benefits in his
visit to Myanmar this week as an Association of Southeast Asian Nations special envoy.

They point to his inability to meet all the parties in the country’s post-coup conflict and a
failure to reach an agreement on the distribution of humanitarian aid — both key planks in
the Five-Point Consensus on finding a solution to the crisis as agreed to by ASEAN, as having
undermined the first visit by an ASEAN special envoy.

“You can consider this trip as a waste of time because nothing concrete was achieved,” said
Charlies Santiago, chairperson of ASEAN Parliamentarians for Human Rights.

Cambodia has been criticized for legitimizing the regime of Myanmar’s Gen. Min Aung
Hlaing after assuming the ASEAN chair for 2022 and pushing his strife-torn country to the
top of the regional political agenda by initiating peace talks to try to bring Myanmar back
into the trade bloc.

FILE - Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen, right, shakes hands with Myanmar State
Administration Council Chairman, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, left, during after a
meeting in Naypyitaw, Myanmar, Jan. 7, 2022.

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen was the first leader to visit Myanmar after last year’s
coup, which most ASEAN states condemned, along with the deaths of more than 1,500
people, resulting in the junta being barred from ASEAN’s annual summits.

Although Prak Sokhonn claimed minor progress after talks with Myanmar’s ruling junta,
ASEAN diplomats, U.N. officials and some political activists, he was not allowed to meet with
Aung San Suu Kyi, the imprisoned defacto leader of the ousted elected government.

According to The Associated Press, Prak Sokhonn said he was encouraged by the military
government allowing him to meet with other parties to the conflict, and he was told
consideration would be given to all requests to meet with Suu Kyi.

He described Min Aung Hlaing’s position as “like opening a window to let in the light” by
paving a way for all parties to eventually achieve national reconciliation.

But he added that the parties involved wanted to keep fighting instead of negotiating, and
that humanitarian aid was being stockpiled as it could not be distributed to those in need.

Santiago said a lack of progress on humanitarian aid, which the military wanted full control
over, had undermined the trip, along with the inability to meet with Suu Kyi.

“If he considers talking to Min Aung Hlaing as progress, then | think we have to redefine the
meaning of the word ‘progress,’”” he said.
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“We’re supposed to be convinced that there was a political dialogue and Min Hlaing told
him that he will consider the application to meet Aung San Suu Kyi at another date."

“So, this is going to be difficult because you can’t be talking about a roadmap toward peace
and reconciliation if you do not have civility in the process,” Santiago said.

Negotiations with Suu Kyi, and other senior figures in her National League for Democracy
party, and the delivery of humanitarian aid are key factors in the ASEAN consensus.

It also called for constructive dialogue among all the parties, mediation by an envoy of the
ASEAN chair and an immediate cessation of violence. Cease-fires, including a truce agreed to
during Hun Sen’s visit, have been repeatedly violated.

However, Carl Shuster, visiting professor at Hawaii Pacific University said Prak Sokhonn’s
visit and response were in keeping with ASEAN’s political culture, and the best hope for
Myanmar is that Cambodia and ASEAN can maintain diplomatic pressure.

“They never insult each other, and their culture is there’s never bad news even if there is
bad news. So, when he says there’s progress what he means is that they met with him,”
Schuster said, referring to Prak Sokhonn’s meeting with Min Aung Hlaing.

Schuster also noted that Cambodia under Hun Sen was at best a limited democracy and the
focus should be on the three interests shared ASEAN members — peace, stability and
economic trade.

“ASEAN has to continue to engage with Myanmar and here’s the dilemma they face:
Cambodia is not in a strong position to say your government is not democratic and
therefore here are the consequences, but what they can do is: what you’re doing hurts
peace and stability."

“What ASEAN is going to do is just keep pushing for dialogue and hope that the coup leaders
will see that it is not in their interests to continue down that path,” Schuster said.

“They’re doing atrocities on their own people and the result is the resistance is growing,” he
said.

Prak Sokhonn proposed a conference in April or May to discuss the fair distribution of
assistance, and he rebutted criticism that his mission had enhanced the legitimacy of
Myanmar’s military government. He said Cambodia sought only to help reestablish peace.

But Bradley Murg, distinguished senior research fellow at the Cambodian Institute for
Cooperation and Peace, said ASEAN’s options appeared to be “incredibly limited.”

“Optimism at this point in terms of Cambodia and ASEAN as a whole being able to achieve
fundamental change in the status quo in Myanmar is misplaced,” he said.

“Prak Sokhonn’s visit illustrates the bind that Cambodia is in, in terms of its chairmanship of
ASEAN as a whole, in that Myanmar really continues to demonstrate that it will play along
with the process but not in any substance of way,” Murg added.
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https://www.voanews.com/a/asean-envoy-s-peace-attempts-in-myanmar-fall-
flat/6499419.html

ASEAN envoy’s Myanmar trip unsuccessful, leading NLD member says

The delegation is criticised for only meeting with junta-aligned figures and failing to enforce
the Southeast Asian bloc’s five-point consensus

Sa Thant Zin | Published on Mar 24, 2022

ASEAN special envoy and Cambodian foreign minister and deputy prime minister Prak
Sokhonn (EPA)

A three-day trip to Myanmar by Cambodian foreign minister and ASEAN special envoy Prak
Sokhonn this week did not offer any breakthroughs in the country’s ongoing crisis, said a
central executive committee (CEC) member of the National League for Democracy (NLD),
whose elected government was ousted in last year’s military coup.

CEC member Aung Kyi Nyunt—who is also the chair of the Committee Representing the
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, which represents deposed NLD lawmakers—dismissed the Monday-
Wednesday visit as “not meaningful” nor “a success.”

The special envoy met with army chief Min Aung Hlaing, members of his coup council, and a
delegation from the People’s Party, which is under the leadership of 88-generation activist
Ko Ko Gyi, who controversially represented the party at a junta meeting last May.

In April 2021, ASEAN held an emergency summit concerning Myanmar in Jakarta, Indonesia,
and made public a five-point consensus on how the bloc would address the escalating
violence in the country.

Among these points was a requirement that the ASEAN special envoy meet with all relevant
parties in Myanmar—an obligation that Prak Sokhonn did not fulfil, Aung Kyi Nyunt said.

“He only met with the people who the military council allowed him to meet with, instead of
meeting with all parties. And then he went back [to Cambodia], so it wasn’t an effective or
meaningful solution at all,” he told Myanmar Now.

Much of the NLD party leadership, including State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi and
President Win Myint, have been detained by the junta for more than a year, and visiting
international personnel have been denied meetings with them.

Military-run newspapers reported that the special envoy’s visit was to help Myanmar
following voter fraud in the 2020 general election—a claim which has been refuted by
domestic and international experts but which the army has cited as a basis for its attempted
seizure of power more than 13 months ago.

The same newspapers stated that Min Aung Hlaing emphasised to the ASEAN delegation the
threats posed by “terrorism” in Myanmar, a reference to the anti-coup armed resistance
movement.
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According to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, some 1,700 civilians have
been killed by the junta’s armed forces since the coup, a figure that the military has
dismissed as exaggerated.

Another organisation documenting rights violations, Data for Myanmar, reported that more
than 7,000 civilian homes have been destroyed by the Myanmar army during this time in
Chin and Karenni states and in Mandalay, Magway and Sagaing regions.

Other points of consensus from last year’s ASEAN summit on Myanmar included
agreements that violence must cease immediately and that the Southeast Asian bloc would
provide humanitarian aid, on which the NLD’s Aung Kyi Nyunt argued that this week’s
delegation also fell short.

“[The military] is systematically targeting and burning down entire villages,” Aung Kyi Nyunt
said, noting that violence had escalated rather than halted and called for an end to the
junta’s impunity.

“One can’t say they’re going to provide humanitarian aid while letting the military council
do whatever they want. It’s just impossible. That is why the international community needs
to provide meaningful help,” the NLD CEC member told Myanmar Now.

The People’s Party’s Ko Ko Gyi, who met with the ASEAN special envoy, described the trip in
a positive light.

“This trip will be beneficial for humanitarian processes to an extent. This also opened up
doors to be able to hold meetings to stop terrorist actions in a good political spirit in the
future,” he told Myanmar Now.

“It is not finished yet. That’s why he didn’t meet with everyone,” Ko Ko Gyi said of Prak
Sokhonn. “We urged them to meet with more parties in the future. | think we need to work
together in order to be able to have more meaningful negotiations.”

Bo Hla Tint, the shadow National Unity Government’s ambassador to ASEAN, told Myanmar
Now that a tougher approach would be necessary in dealing with the junta.

“Prioritising and going soft on the military council in order to ensure their cooperation won’t
give any real solutions for the country. We've said that before and we are saying that now,”
he said.

ASEAN secretary general Dato Lim Jock Hoi and Cambodia’s science and technology minister
Kitti Setta Padita Cham Prasidh also accompanied Prak Sokhonn on the recent trip.

Upon his return to Cambodia, Reuters reported that Prak Sokhonn acknowledged criticism
of his visit by anti-junta activists and described the situation in Myanmar as “very
complicated” and said time would be necessary to find a solution to the crisis. The special
envoy reportedly sought the release of prisoners of the coup regime including Australian
economist Sean Turnell. Prak Sokhonn told Reuters that Min Aung Hlaing had told him he
would consider a request to meet with Suu Kyi and other detainees on a future visit.
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https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/asean-envoys-myanmar-trip-unsuccessful-
leading-nld-member-says

ASEAN envoy’s one-sided engagement won’t yield resolution, say observers
Analysts say Prak Sokhonn must meet with the NLD if he hopes to solve the Myanmar crisis.
By RFA’s Myanmar Service | 2022.03.24

ASEAN Special Envoy Prak Sokhonn meets with junta leadership in Naypyidaw, March 21,
2022. Myanmar's military

ASEAN envoy Prak Sokhonn’s one-sided engagement with the junta will never lead to a
resolution of Myanmar’s political crisis, analysts and politicians said Thursday after his
first official visit to the country concluded without meeting key opposition leaders.

Prak Sokhonn, who is also the foreign minister of rotating ASEAN chair Cambodia,
traveled to Myanmar from March 21-23 with the expressed goal of facilitating an end to
the unrest that has engulfed the country since the military seized power in a Feb. 1, 2021,
coup. However, after meeting with junta chief Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing and other
military leaders on Monday, the regime denied the envoy access to Aung San Suu Kyi, the
detained head of the deposed National League for Democracy (NLD). Prak Sokhonn also
did not meet with members of the shadow National Unity Government (NUG).

Political analyst Sai Kyi Zin Soe called the trip a “failed visit” that was unlikely to move the
needle on the crisis.

“It shows [Cambodia] will not be able to resolve the issue even if they want to during
their ASEAN leadership role,” he said. “They won’t be able to find an acceptable solution
for all of us because they didn’t meet all the people they should have. So, | don’t see any
positive outcome from this trip.”

Prak Sokhonn’s visit was highly anticipated by observers who say that leaders of the NLD,
which won Myanmar’s November 2020 election by a landslide, must be given a seat at
the table for any negotiations on the country’s political future.

Allowing the ASEAN envoy to meet with all stakeholders is a key stipulation of the Five-
Point Consensus (5PC) agreed to by Min Aung Hlaing during an emergency gathering of
the bloc in April last year. However, ASEAN operates under a policy of non-interference in
the internal affairs of its member nations and such agreements are non-binding.

On Tuesday, Prak Sokhonn met with the chairman of the lesser-known opposition
People’s Party, Ko Ko Gyi, who urged him to pressure the junta on releasing the country’s
political prisoners and ending acts of violence against civilians.

Ko Ko Gyi characterized the meeting as a kind of progress and called for further dialogue.
However, the People’s Party does not enjoy nearly the same level of support as the NLD
and is not expected to mount any real challenge in elections.
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The envoy told reporters on Wednesday that he had personally asked Min Aung Hlaing
for a meeting with Aung San Suu Kyi, who was arrested after the coup and faces several
charges brought by the military. The junta chief refused the request, citing her ongoing
trial.

Prak Sokhonn also acknowledged that the junta had failed to make any real progress on
implementing the other points it agreed to in the 5PC, including ending the use of
violence against civilians. He said ASEAN would refrain from inviting its representatives to
bloc gatherings until it had done so — a policy that has been in place for months.

Criticism of ASEAN

Bo Hla Tint, NUG ambassador to ASEAN, criticized the bloc’s resolutions as toothless and
called for stronger measures.

“The junta does not respect nor implement the ASEAN consensus,” said Bo Hla Tint,
whose party reached out to Prak Sokhonn about a meeting ahead of his visit but received
no answer. “It shows the junta that it is totally impossible for ASEAN to end the violence
using such a weak approach to enforcing the current five-point agreement.”

The NUG, which many people in Myanmar see as their only representative body, has held
informal talks with ASEAN member states Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Brunei and the
Philippines, but has had no contact with Cambodia, the bloc’s chair. The junta says the
NUG has no authority and characterizes it as a terrorist organization.

ASEAN expert Daw Moe Thuzar said meeting with Myanmar’s many political stakeholders
is crucial to understanding the crisis from all angles.

“Cambodia will only be able to understand the various aspects of the current political
crisis and help solve the issue if it holds dialogue with organizations such as the CRPH
[Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Committee of Representatives] and NUG, which represent the
people of Myanmar and our democracy,” she said.

Repeated attempts by RFA to contact junta spokesman Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun for
comment went unanswered on Thursday.

Soldiers take part in a ceremony to mark the 73rd anniversary of the founding of the
Karenni Army in Kayah state near Myanmar's border with Thailand, Aug. 17, 2021. Credit:
RFA

Status of armed groups

In the lead up to and during Prak Sokhonn’s visit, sources reported a relative lull in
clashes in Myanmar’s remote border regions, where the junta has faced tough resistance
since launching offensives against ethnic insurgents and branches of the prodemocracy
People’s Defense Force (PDF) paramilitary group loyal to the NUG.

But the lull followed what was described as overall intensified fighting throughout the
month of March in the areas, which include Sagaing and Magway regions, as well as Chin,
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Kayin and Kayah states, with rising civilian casualties and the mass displacement of
residents fleeing the violence.

Many ethnic armies have been fighting against Myanmar’s military since the country’s
1948 independence. After the coup, several groups threw their support behind local PDF
branches to battle junta troops.

Only 10 groups have signed a Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement with the government
since 2015, when the document was inked in the presence of international observers and
Myanmar’s highest legislature.

The 10 groups suggested in June that the deal remains in place, despite an already flailing
peace process that was all but destroyed by the unpopular junta’s coup. However, they
say they will not pursue talks with the military, which they view as having stolen power
from the country’s democratically elected government.

Dialogue ‘unlikely’

Min Zaw Oo, the director of the Myanmar Institute for Peace and Security, said that given
the current situation, it will only be possible for the NUG to enter negotiations after
discussions between the junta and the ethnic groups that have signed the ceasefire
agreement have taken place.

“At the moment, it is far from possible to talk to the [junta] for some forces, especially
groups like NUG and the PDF,” he said.

“Another question is whether the NUG holds enough influence over all the PDF groups in
the country. Some of them are not even coordinating with the NUG and operate on their
own, without a proper chain of command.”

Political analyst Than Soe Naing agreed that a dialogue between all stakeholders is
unlikely.

“In the past 70 years of fighting against the military, [the ethnic armies] were fighting
separately from one another, in their own way,” he said. “Now, most of the ethnic armed
groups and PDF militias have joined hands and are fighting a civil war, so there is no room
for negotiations.”

According to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, a Thailand-based rights
group, junta security forces have killed more than 1,700 civilians and arrested more than
9,900 since the military coup.

The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs said earlier this
week that more than 500,000 people have been displaced by fighting in the country since
February 2021.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/engagement-03242022192746.html|
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‘Crimes against humanity’ after Myanmar coup warrant ICC referral, new report finds

An in-depth legal analysis of the events recommends the junta be tried in an international
court.

By Joshua Lipes| 2022.03.24

Family members of a protester killed during a crackdown by security forces on
demonstrations against the military coup escort their body outside a morgue as mourners
hold up the three finger salute at Thingangyun Hospital in Yangon, March 15, 2021. AFP

In the six months after seizing power in a coup, Myanmar’s military regime committed
widespread and systematic crimes against humanity, according to a damning new report
that identified dozens of junta officials it said should be investigated for their alleged
roles in the atrocities.

The 193-page report, entitled "Nowhere is Safe" and published Wednesday by the
Southeast Asian rights group Fortify Rights and the Schell Center for International Human
Rights at Yale Law School, draws on more than 120 testimonies and leaked documents to
detail how the junta murdered, imprisoned, tortured, disappeared, forcibly displaced,
and persecuted civilians for months following its Feb. 1, 2021 putsch.

The report provides some of the most in-depth legal analysis of the atrocities in the
aftermath of the coup to date and asserts that they meet the standard required by The
Hague-based International Criminal Court (ICC) to issue an arrest warrant. It comes a
week after a U.N. report concluded that the Myanmar army was responsible for war
crimes and crimes against humanity. The junta has yet to respond, but has previously
dismissed such accusations as foreign interference based on falsehoods.

In a statement accompanying its release, U.N. Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights in Myanmar Tom Andrews said that Fortify Rights and the Schell Center had
compiled key evidence that could one day be used to deliver justice to the junta’s victims.

“Published just days prior to the first anniversary of the Armed Forces Day Massacre, this
report provides the international community a better understanding of the junta’s
crimes, the individuals responsible, and their battalions’ locations in relation to attacks,”
said Andrews, Robina Senior Fellow at the Schell Center, and author of the foreword to
the report.

“This pivotal report on the junta’s horrendous crimes can help guide efforts to ensure
accountability,” he added, calling on United Nations member states to “ensure
accountability for these ongoing atrocities.”

Myanmar's military ruler Min Aung Hlaing presides over an army parade on Armed Forces
Day in Naypyitaw, Myanmar, March 27, 2021. Reuters

On March 27, 2021, Myanmar's security forces killed more than 100 pro-democracy
protesters in the bloodiest day since the coup, as the junta staged a show of might on its
annual Armed Forces Day. In the nearly 14 months since seizing power, authorities have
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killed at least 1,700 civilians and arrested more than 9,870 — mostly during peaceful anti-
junta protests, according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, a human
rights organization based in Thailand.

Officials identified

In their report, Fortify Rights and the Schell Center identified 61 senior military and police
officials they said are potentially liable for crimes against humanity, including junta chief
Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, Deputy Commander in Chief Vice Senior General Soe Win, and
the Joint Chief of Staff General Mya Tun Oo. The men are also responsible for what the
U.S. Biden administration on Monday determined to be genocide and crimes against
humanity against the Rohingya in Rakhine state in 2016 and 2017.

Other military and police suspects identified in the report are 19 Regional Commanders
of the Police Force, 13 Regional Commanders from the military, and 27 other senior
officials from the junta.

Only 20 of the 61 officials have been sanctioned by at least one government, according to
Fortify Rights and the Schell Center.

“All individuals responsible for these crimes should be sanctioned and prosecuted,” said
Matthew Smith, Chief Executive Officer at Fortify Rights and co-author of the report.

“Governments should revamp and calibrate their foreign policies to support the people of
Myanmar in ending the military’s attack. Governments should acknowledge the [shadow]
National Unity Government of Myanmar, end weapons transfers to the military, and
create conditions to ensure international jurisdiction over these crimes.”

The report also provides new details of the junta’s chain of command during the
crackdown, including Min Aung Hlaing’s establishment of a “Special Command” in
Naypyidaw, led by four senior generals, that had sole authority to deploy and command
troops in civilian areas.

Active-duty military personnel critical of junta rule helped Fortify Rights and the Schell
Center to establish the locations of 1,040 military units nationwide in their report, which
could be used by prosecutors and policymakers geo-locate alleged perpetrators vis-a-vis
crime scenes throughout the country.

In addition to collecting testimonies, Fortify Rights collected 1,153 data points of open-
source information about specific incidents of human rights violations uploaded by
Myanmar citizens.

A policeman points his weapon at people amid a crackdown on anti-junta protesters in
Shan state's Taunggyi city, Feb. 28, 2021. Credit: AFP

Call for global response

In its examination of the evidence, the Schell Center found that from February to July
2021, forces under the junta’s command conducted “a widespread and systematic attack
directed against a civilian population with knowledge of the broader attack.” Based on its
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findings, “there are reasonable grounds to believe that the junta committed crimes
against humanity” as defined by the Rome Statute, the international treaty that led to the
establishment of the ICC.

Among 28 recommendations made in their report, Fortify Rights and the Schell Center
called on governments to ensure international justice for past and ongoing atrocity
crimes Myanmar and to push the U.N. Security Council to refer the situation there to the
ICC.

The report also urged U.N. Security Council member states to support a resolution to
impose a global arms embargo on the Myanmar military — a recommendation U.N.
Special Rapporteur Andrews made to the council in a report last month, saying that
weapons purchased by the junta are almost certainly being used to kill innocent people.

Additionally, the report said governments should impose targeted sanctions against
military-owned enterprises and block the junta’s access to natural gas revenues and
access to financial services.

“The Myanmar military poses a threat to international peace and security,” said Roger
Polack, Schell Center Visiting Human Rights Fellow and co-author of the report.

“The Security Council must live up to its mandate to respond to such threats—and must
discharge its responsibility to protect—by putting forward a resolution that imposes the
recommendations in this report.”

Polack said that absent action by the council, its member states should coordinate a
similar response.

“Without a concerted effort to stop ongoing atrocities and to hold the junta accountable
for the crimes it has committed to date, the junta will undoubtedly continue to persecute
its opponents, murder civilians, and devastate the social, health, and economic well-
being of Myanmar,” he said.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/report-03242022042420.html|
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