PEACE Info (March 23, 2022)

Peace Process Steering Team to review ASEAN Special envoy's visit to Myanmar
Soldiers snatch fleeing locals in northern Myanmar before setting fire to homes
Myanmar Junta Deploys Militias in Key Strategic State
KNLA Capture Burma Army Soldiers In Mutraw
Burma Army Offensive Attacks in Central Karen State Displaces Another 10,000
Villagers — Total Displaced Now Estimated at 144,000
IDPs in urgent need of medical assistance in Chin State’s Kanpetlet
Support Us Weaponries, We Will Devote Our Lives To Fight The Junta
Australia’s Embrace of Defectors Sends Shockwaves Through Myanmar Military
Former Myanmar First Lady Refuses to Meet ASEAN Envoy
ASEAN envoy denied meeting with Aung San Suu Kyi by Myanmar’s junta
The US has declared a Rohingya genocide. Does it matter?
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Peace Process Steering Team to review ASEAN Special envoy's visit to Myanmar
By Mizzima |

The ASEAN Special Envoy Mr. Prak Sokhonn's visit to Myanmar will be reviewed by the
Peace Process Steering Team (PPST), Colonel Khun Okka, chairman of the Pa-O National
Liberation League, told Mizzima on 22 March.

"He will go back on the 23rd. We will review [his visit] after reading their statement”,
Colonel Khun Okka said.

The PPST is made up of representatives from the ethnic armed organisations (EAOs) who
have signed the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA).

During a recent meeting between the PPST and Japan’s special envoy, Mr. Sasakawa, in
Chiang Mai, Thailand, Mr. Sasakawa said that the ASEAN special envoy should meet with the
PPST, according to Colonel Khun Okka.

However, junta military leader Min Aung Hlaing did not allow the PPST to meet with the
ASEAN special envoy, claiming that there was not enough time for a meeting.

Currently, the PPST is holding a two-day meeting in Thailand to discuss the outcome of the
ASEAN Special Envoy's visit and other issues related to the domestic peace process, and to
receive humanitarian assistance from the Nippon Foundation.

The actions of the United Nations, ASEAN and other International organizations will also be
discussed at the meeting.

The ASEAN special envoy also met with the 88 Generation Student Leader Ko Ko Gyi on the
morning of 22 March.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/peace-process-steering-team-review-asean-special-
envoys-visit-myanmar-0

Soldiers snatch fleeing locals in northern Myanmar before setting fire to homes

The military took 30 men from among a crowd of villagers as they fled to a monastery for
safety, a local resistance group said

Thura Maung | Published on Mar 23, 2022
The remains of houses that were torched in Htan Taw Gyi village on March 22 (Supplied)

A column of roughly 100 junta soldiers kidnapped 30 men from a village in Sagaing Region’s
Yinmabin Township this week before moving onto a second village and burning homes
there, a local resistance group has said.

Hundreds of people fled as the soldiers raided Ywar Htaung, a village of 150 households, at
about 3pm on Monday. The villagers made their way to the nearby Mambara Monastery,
which sits at the edge of the town of Yinmabin.
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The soldiers snatched the men from among those who were running to the monastery for
shelter, said Khant, the leader of a local resistance group called the North Yamar Defence
Force.

“They took the villagers as they were fleeing in panic to the monastery during the raid,” he
told Myanmar Now. “They also fired both heavy and light weapons. There weren't even any
defence forces around, let alone a battle.”

He had heard that the men were taken to the Yinmabin Township Police Station but had
been unable to contact them, he added.

“It doesn't matter if you're young or old,” he said. “They consider every male person their
enemy. They check the knees and elbows of the men to see if they are bruised and if they
are, they accuse them of taking military training.”

Two women from Ywar Htaing have also gone missing but it is unclear whether or not they
were taken by the soldiers, according to an information officer from the Yinmabin
Information Team, a group that provides updates about the resistance movement in the
township.

The day after taking the men, the junta column travelled to the village of Htan Taw Gyi, on
the northeastern side of Yinmabin, and set fire to houses there, he added.

“We could see smoke coming out of the village while we were watching them from nearby,”
he said. “They started torching it at around 1pm. We could hear them firing heavy artillery
shells too.”

The junta’s forces have burned hundreds of homes across Sagaing Region, a key resistance
stronghold, as part of a scorched-earth campaign aimed at stamping out armed guerrilla
groups.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/soldiers-snatch-fleeing-locals-in-northern-
myanmar-before-setting-fire-to-homes

Myanmar Junta Deploys Militias in Key Strategic State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 23 March 2022

Myanmar’s junta has mobilized militias against resistance groups in Kayah State, according
to the Karenni Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF).

Some militias are fighting alongside regime troops while others act as guides, said the KNDF.

A KNDF spokesman said: “We heard the Kayan National Guard (KNG) is fighting alongside
the regime. Those who cooperate with the enemy will be treated as the enemy and we will
retaliate.”

PDF fighters in Kayah State. / Loikaw PDF
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This month the commander of junta’s Eastern Command Major General Ni Lin Aung met and
provided supplies to the Mawchi militia, KNG, Karenni National Peace and Development
Party militia, Loilem Lay militia, Karenni National Solidarity Organization militia, Kayan New
Land Party militia.

The regime launched large-scale attacks in Kayah State on Feb. 16, along with air raids and
artillery strikes while using armored vehicles and rocket launchers.

From March 9 to 16, junta troops clashed heavily with the Karenni Army, KNDF and People’s
Defense Forces. Twenty-five junta soldiers and six resistance fighters died in clashes,
according to the KNDF.

PDF fighters in Kayah State. / Loikaw PDF

Three resistance groups from Shan and Kayah states and Naypyitaw overseen by the parallel
National Unity Government (NUG) have joined resistance forces in Kayah, which NUG
defense minister U Yee Mon described as sowing the seeds for a federal army.

Kayah State is seen as strategically key because of its proximity to Naypyitaw.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-deploys-militias-in-key-strategic-
state.html

KNLA Capture Burma Army Soldiers In Mutraw
By Network Media Group| Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Twenty-seven Burma Army (BA) soldiers, including a deputy battalion commander and a
lieutenant, were captured alive after Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) Brigade 5
ambushed a IB-97 column in Mutraw (Hpapun) District, Karen State.

In the ambush last Friday, KNLA soldiers killed at least 3 BA soldiers, including 2 sergeants,
and wounded 11, including 2 captains and the lieutenant. The Karen fighters seized
weapons, ammunition, military equipment and money from the column that was travelling
from Mae Paw Htar in Dwelo Township.

The KNLA’s political wing, the Karen National Union (KNU), posted photos of the arrested BA
soldiers on the KNU-Mutraw News Facebook page, as well as two RPG-7s, two sniper rifles,
six MA-2 rifles, eight MA-1 rifles, six MA-3 rifles, cell phones and more than $1,700 seized
from the enemy after the clash.

According to the KNU report, no KNLA soldiers were killed in the fighting between 11:30am
and 5pm on 11 March. But four civilians were injured after the junta shelled a village during
the violence.

At least seven villagers, including two children and two elderly people, were killed by regime
shelling in Mutraw District on 5 March, according to the KNU.
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In February, the KNU said BA soldiers, backed by a Border Guard Force, have fired over 400
shells at villages and fighter jets have twice attacked Brigade 5. The same month, KNLA and
Karen National Defence Organisation (KNDO) fought 298 times against regime troops in
Thaton, Nyaung Lay Pin, Dawei, Mutraw and Dupalyar districts. Six resistance fighters were
killed and 23 wounded. KNLA and KNDO destroyed 35 regime military vehicles.

According to volunteers helping displaced villagers, more than 70,000 people fled the
clashes, last month.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/03/23/18241

Burma Army Offensive Attacks in Central Karen State Displaces Another 10,000 Villagers —
Total Displaced Now Estimated at 144,000

Burma Army offensives in the Karen National Union's Doo Pla Ya district have forced as
many as 10,000 villagers from their homes.

Karen News | 23 March 2022

The Burma Army incursions into territory under the control of the KNU resulted in combat
with the Karen National Liberation Army. The Burma Army’s operations began in late 2021
causing local villagers to flee.

In early 2022, the Burma Army used airstrikes and ground artillery to displace over 20,000
villagers from the southern Myawaddy areas and from the southern Kawkareik areas.

On 7 March 2022, the KNU sent a letter demanding the Burma Army order its troops to
leave its territories. The Burma Army responded with attacks in the central Karen State
areas of Myawaddy Township, Kawkareik Township and along the Myawaddy-Kawkareik
Asia Highway.

A community aid worker working to deliver assistance to the displaced villagers said the
increased displacement has also increased the urgent need for supplies for the homeless
villagers.

“Since early March, we have seen increased displacement in Lay Kay Kaw areas and
Kawkareik areas as the fighting intensified. Villagers are seeking temporary safety at
temples or churches in other safer villages in large numbers. In most cases, they couldn’t
bring anything with them. They need food, shelters and other essential goods.”

In Kyar-In South village located in Kawkareik Township, villagers have been forced to flee
their villages due to indiscriminate heavy artillery shelling by the Burma Army.

A Kyar-In South villager said the Burma Army fired several artillery shells into the village
after fighting between the Burma Army soldiers and local Karen National Defense
Organization (KNDO) on 11 March 2022 — unprotected villagers feared further airstrikes.

A resident of Kyar-In South village told Karen News, “We sent our children to another
village, as we don’t know what the situation will be. | am worried that the fighting will
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intensify. Heavy artillery is frequently fired into the village. | am also scared that they will
carry out an airstrike as they have been using aircraft. As they [Burma Army] often fired
heavy artillery into the village, we could no longer stay and were forced to flee.”

As a result of the heavy artillery shelling by the Burma Army, villagers from Kyar-In North,
Kyar-In South, Laung Kaing, Naung Talar, and Phar Kya villages had to flee to other villages
for their safety.

Karen community based groups report the Burma Army had displaced as many as 144,000
villagers in seven KNU controlled districts.

https://karennews.org/2022/03/burma-army-offensive-attacks-in-central-karen-state-
displaces-another-10000-villagers-total-displaced-now-estimated-at-144000/

IDPs in urgent need of medical assistance in Chin State’s Kanpetlet
By Mizzima

People who fled to the jungle and became internally displaced people (IDPs) because of
fighting in villages in Chin State’s Kanpetlet Township on 20 March, are reportedly in urgent
need of medical assistance.

Photo: Kanpetlet Red Cross

A religious leader said: "The fighting in Kanpetlet has been going on for a long time. The
junta troops randomly fired heavy artillery from a distance. The villagers dared not remain
in the village. There were even pregnant women who miscarried while fleeing to the forest,

”

Kanpetlet Red Cross said on social media: “As villagers had to hastily flee to the forests and
mountains, they could not bring blankets with them. They had to sleep on the ground
without blankets for four nights. As it was raining the elderly, the disabled, children and
pregnant women were having a lot of problems. Our medical team did not have enough
medicine.”

Vitamin pills for the elderly; medicines for infants and toddlers; rehydration salts and
medicines for diarrhea; and medicines for coughs and asthma are all in urgent need,
according to the Kanpetlet Red Cross.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/idps-urgent-need-medical-assistance-chin-states-
kanpetlet

Support Us Weaponries, We Will Devote Our Lives To Fight The Junta
By SHAN - March 23, 2022

“I' had gone through a lot when I did my military training for three days in the rain. As | am
suffering from chronic arthritis, the hardship was almost unendurable,” comrade Arr Shine
started narrating his story when he received his first training.
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PDF at Shan Kayah boarder 1

Arr Shine is 23 years old, and even though he had a chronic disease, he could not care much
as he was committed to fight the military regime. Regardless of the hardship, he
participated in the military training.

Arr Shine is a Shan State native, and since the coup, he actively led the demonstrating
activities in Shan State. Because of that, he had to flee to Karenni (Kayah State) where he
could join the People Defense Force (PDF) to hold arms and join the revolution against the
dictatorship.

“It is not effective just to protest and hold three fingers. The military junta started arresting
people, and | knew | would have to take arms to fight back. That was the reason | joined
KNDF,” Arr Shine explained his reason of becoming a member of a PDF force.

After the training, comrade Arr Shine has been fighting with Myanmar army in the frontline
with the ally force KNDF brigade 7 battalion 4 in Karenni State.

He was facing all kind of hardship during his military training, and he was one of the
survivors from the Shan — Karenni border Nam Mae Khone battle on 20 February 2022.

“Even though the military training was not easy for me, | never thought of giving up. The
main reason was that this military regime was using arms and shooting at the unarmed
civilians. We decided to take armed revolution knowing it would be difficult but we would
never turn back,” comrade Arr Shine clearly told his commitment to SHAN.

Additionally, two days before he went to the frontline with his comrades, the news of his
mother death was one of the saddest moments for an only child and single mother family.

As he was one of the wanted people by the military junta, he was unable to send his mother
off. Even though he was in such situation, he tried to hold himself together and fought with
the military junta in the frontline.

PDF at Shan Kayah boarder 2

Myanmar junta army was offensively engaging with the civilian armed forces on the border
of Southern Shan State and Karenni (Kayah State).

Due to the Myanmar army heavy offensive operations, comrade Arr Shine has seen himself
from a regular university student to a soldier who no longer shocked at gun shots and
bombings. During the gun fights, he could not shoot back at his enemy because of
insufficient weaponry, and he could only rely on his fate for the survival.

“From the stage of fearing gun shots to artillery shelling, now | am only afraid of the air
strikes. However, | will let my fate decide on whatever is happening to me. We do not have
a weapon to shoot the fighter jets and helicopters,” comrade Arr Shine disappointedly told
the situation to SHAN.

Those young people who revolted against the military junta by protesting and taking arms
were not interested in politics and in the country affairs — they were only looking for ways to
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educate themselves to catch up with the information technology trends and other social
activities.

Since after the coup in 2021, those young people were ending up in the frontline fighting
with the Myanmar military junta. Instead of politics and talks, these young people believed
that armed revolution is the only way that will bring their dreamt future democratic country
in which they will be able to realize their future goals.

Their only belief and commitment was to topple the military government who destroyed
their hopes and dreams.

As part of the resistance, women also took part not only in the demonstration on the street
but also in the current armed revolution and other various activities.

“During our armed conflict with the Myanmar junta, we could not accomplish our mission as
planned because we did not have enough weaponry. That was the reason | took part in the
fund raising activities so that we could buy weapons,” Ma Thet Thet Aung bravely opened
up her situation.

PDF at Shan Kayah boarder

In the past, Ma Thet Thet Aung is helping her family busines while attending the university
as a student. Even though her parents could not accept her decision to take arms, she left
her parents and joined the revolution.

Before the military coup, Ma Thet Thet Aung did not dream of becoming a member of the
armed revolution. However, after witnessing the brutality of Myanmar army killing the
innocent civilians, she became an armed woman revolutionist.

“Before all these happened, | was a woman only interested in doing the house works and
my school assignments. | had never dreamt of living in the jungle, sleeping on the ground,
and the most difficult part was using the toilet in the jungle — it was not easy for me to cope
with that. However, | got full support from all of my comrades and we support each other.
Finally, | am now used to the jungle life,” Ma Thet Thet Aung continued telling her story.

Like Ma Thet Thet Aung, there are others who involved in the revolution and went through
all kind of troubles — some of them were disinherited by their parents, some were on the
run, some got their properties and businesses confiscated, and some had lost their family
members.

“From a regular university student, | have now become an armed revolutionist — what a life |
amin!,” Ma Thet Thet Aung told SHAN.

People Defense Force (PDF) has been fighting Myanmar junta with whatever they have.
They attack Myanmar military patrolling or parade cars, and military supporters and its
allies. They use homemade explosives, and other weapons seized during their operations to
attack Myanmar junta.

“Please support and equip us with weaponries, and we will devote our lives. If we have
enough fire arms, and if they are not such expensive, we would not have many fallen
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comrades. It costs about 10 million Myanmar Kyat to purchase a gun, we cannot afford it.
Instead we fight with our lives because our lives is cheaper than a gun,” comrade Arr Shine
told SHAN.

The illegal Myanmar military government face lots of casualties because of the skirmish
attacks and city guerilla warfare operated by the PDF forces and its ally ethnic armed forces.

On the other hand, the Myanmar military junta has strategically organized special military
operations in Karrenni (Kayah State) to defeat the PDF forces and its allies; meanwhile,
many civilian properties were burned down during the operations.

Moreover, even though the Myanmar military is trying every means threatening the civilians
not to be involved in the revolution, the momentum of the people’s revolution has not been
diminished even after one year of the military coup.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24780

Australia’s Embrace of Defectors Sends Shockwaves Through Myanmar Military
By THE IRRAWADDY | 23 March 2022

The Australian government’s granting of protection to defectors from the Myanmar
regime’s armed forces has elicited interest even among senior officers, especially those who
oppose military rule in the country. Some have already quit the military, which has become
notorious for killing its own people.

The Sydney Morning Herald reported last week that the Australian government has
accepted defectors seeking asylum down under since January.

Since the coup in February last year, Myanmar’s military has been struggling with an
unprecedented and rising number of striking soldiers. According to some army defectors,
the main reason is the people’s hatred of soldiers due to the regime’s brutal crackdowns on
protesters following the takeover. So far, the junta has killed more than 1,600 people mainly
for anti-regime activism. Another reason is the growing and effective popular armed
resistance and guerrilla warfare against the regime’s troops. As a result, soldiers no longer
dare to step out of their units alone in uniform. Whenever army casualties are reported,
people are elated.

Given this situation, the Myanmar military has started to see strikers quitting their
battalions since the middle of last year. The number keeps growing. According to
Myanmar’s parallel National Unity Government (NUG), the number of army defectors so far
is nearly 3,000, including some battalion commanders—the highest position among those to
defect so far.

Then came the news about Australia’s acceptance of army strikers last Friday, which has
caused interest in defecting to rise, said Nyi Thuta, a former army captain who left his unit
right after the coup last year and now helps his fellow soldiers to defect via his Facebook
page People’s Goal, formerly known as People’s Soldiers.
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“In three days, | have received hundreds of enquiries about defections from people who are
still in the service,” the ex-captain told The Irrawaddy on Tuesday.

Unlike before, he said, there were some senior level officers whose ranks were higher than
lieutenant colonel showing interest.

“But they have someone else ask about it for safety reasons. Also there are some who
previously were hesitant to leave,” he added.

Lin Htet Aung, an ex-army captain who is on strike and now helps soldiers to defect via his
Facebook page People’s Embrace, told The Irrawaddy that Australia’s granting of asylum to
army defectors has sent shockwaves through Myanmar military circles, adding that he has
received hundreds of enquiries—including, “Is it true?” —within days of the news, even from
senior officers.

“We can say that it’s good news for those trying to join the Civil Disobedience Movement
[CDM, a movement of civil servants and others striking against the regime],” he said.

The former captain, who left his unit last year, said there are two types of defector: those
who leave their battalions to join the people’s armed resistance against the regime, and
those who leave behind the notorious army just to live in peace with their families.

“The asylum news is really encouraging, especially for the second type,” he added.
Huge incentive

Dr. Miemie Winn Byrd, a professor at the Daniel K. Inouye Asia Pacific Center for Security
Studies (APCSS) in Hawaii, said military defection is really an important strategy for a
successful resistance, especially in Myanmar’s case, in which the army has unrivaled fire
power.

“Weapons don’t get up and shoot themselves if they don’t have a human behind it. You can
deprive the trigger pullers. The resistance side doesn’t have fire power but you can tackle it
from a different perspective by depriving soldiers,” she said.

It has long been known that there are many in the military who are reform-minded and are
sick of the institution’s deteriorating image. In reality, the military’s restrictions, including on
the freedom of movement of individual members, as well difficulties like accommodation
and how to make a living after defecting, make even those who are eager to join the CDM
hesitate.

Ex-captain Nyi Thuta said a lack of guarantees for their wellbeing is a great obstacle for
soldiers who want to join the CDM. He recalled the rise in defection enquiries last year after
the National Unity Government (NUG) called for a nationwide armed struggle against the
regime in September.

“I received hundreds of messages at the time but no significant number of defections
followed,” he said.

But this time seems different.
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Dr. Byrd said that according to previous studies, a third country incentive is really important
in defection, and the Australian government’s offer of asylum to defectors is great for those
who want to leave the army.

“This is a huge development for the people’s side while a huge negative for the military side.
When Australia [opens] themselves, other countries may open up as well, including other
European countries,” she added.

Daw Zin Mar Aung, the foreign minister of the NUG, agreed that a third country incentive is
also an effective tool in the fight against the regime.

While she admitted the NUG’s limited budget meant it was unable to offer monetary
incentives for army defections, the shadow government has engaged with some countries
to provide asylum for defectors.

“We asked them, if you can’t assist us with arms, please accept defectors because it’s also
supporting the revolution in another way. That’s why some countries have already
welcomed defectors, but not publicly,” she said.

“My message to possible defectors is countries have their limit for annual refugee
acceptance. So, the earlier you leave, the earlier you will get to a third country,” the foreign
minister added.

Meanwhile, the regime is struggling hard to hold on to its men. Ex-captain Lin Htet Aung
said that since Australia’s asylum news broke, the junta has tightened restrictions in the
military.

“They launched a peer-to-peer scrutinizing system while imposing restrictions on the use of
mobile phones and social media as well as the freedom of movement,” he said.

The recent defection of a battalion commander, Myo Min Tun, was a huge blow for the
junta because he was the highest-ranking officer to defect so far. The lieutenant colonel left
his troops on the front line in Karen State in February, according to Nyi Thuta, adding that
the number of defecting battalion commanders so far has risen to nearly five.

Unsurprisingly, the junta’s No. 2 man, Vice Senior General Soe Win, labeled army defectors
as “deserters” who violated the rules and ran away from their unit fearing punishment. He
also blamed some countries, local resistance groups and the media for destroying military
unity by “praising the deserters as democracy heroes.” Coincidentally, his comments came
on the same day as the Australian asylum news broke.

Nyi Thuta said the battalion commander’s defection reflected just how badly the situation
within the military had deteriorated.

“After seeing the lieutenant colonels’ defection, | wouldn’t be surprised if there were more,
or even some from higher levels,” he said.

“The more third country incentives, the more defections form senior levels there will be,”
he added.
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Editor’s Note: Dr. Miemie Winn Byrd’s comments in this story do not represent the positions
and policies of the US government or any other agencies.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/australias-embrace-of-defectors-sends-
shockwaves-through-myanmar-military.html

Former Myanmar First Lady Refuses to Meet ASEAN Envoy
By THE IRRAWADDY | 23 March 2022

Daw Su Su Lwin, the wife of former President U Htin Kyaw and a National League for
Democracy (NLD) lawmaker, has refused to meet the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) special envoy to Myanmar, according to NLD lawmakers.

The special envoy, Cambodia’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn,
was set to meet Daw Su Su Lwin at the Park Royal Hotel in Yangon.

However, Daw Su Su Lwin refused to meet the envoy, citing health issues, an NLD lawmaker
told The Irrawaddy on condition of anonymity. Even if Daw Su Su Lwin had met with him,
she could only have do so as a private individual and not as a representative of the NLD,
added the lawmaker.

“One point of the five-point consensus is for the ASEAN special envoy to meet all
stakeholders. Without Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and President U Win Myint, it is impossible to
represent the NLD as well as democratic forces,” said the NLD lawmaker.

Junta spokesman Major General Zaw Min Tun also told the BBC that Daw Su Su Lwin could
not meet Prak Sokhonn because of her health.

One Myanmar-based political analyst said Daw Su Su Lwin deliberately avoided meeting the
ASEAN envoy because she is concerned that it might result in friction within the NLD.

“If she meets him, | am not sure about other results, but it will definitely cause friction
within the party. As the ASEAN envoy is the guest of the regime, meeting him amounts to
recognizing the regime. That could lead to friction within the party, so Daw Su Su Lwin
evaded the envoy,” said the political analyst.

The central executive committee of the NLD also told the media that Daw Su Su Lwin’s
meeting with the special envoy couldn’t be as an official representative of the NLD, while
the NLD leadership is being detained by the military regime.

Another political analyst said that while the junta has detained senior NLD leaders to try and
kill off the party, it was attempting to make use of Daw Su Su Lwin to show the international
community that the NLD still exists.

“China apparently does not like [the regime] ditching the NLD. China accepts that the NLD
should exist in Myanmar’s politics. Although the regime dares not continue with its plan to
dissolve the NLD under such circumstances, and it also dares not release NLD leaders, they
want to show that the NLD still has representation. So they arranged a meeting between

Page 12 of 35



Daw Su Su Lwin and the special envoy. But Daw Su Su Lwin backed off as she can’t represent
the NLD,” said the political analyst.

ASEAN’s special envoy arrived in Myanmar on Monday and met junta leader Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing, foreign minister U Wunna Maung Lwin, international cooperation minister
U Ko Ko Hlaing and People’s Party chairman U Ko Ko Gyi.

As Prak Sokhonn wrapped up his Myanmar visit on Wednesday, political analysts said that
he only met regime representatives and failed to meet with all stakeholders, which goes
against the five-point consensus.

Another political analyst said: “As he did not meet other stakeholders, the ASEAN consensus
can’t be implemented. One of the points in the consensus is to bring all the concerned
parties to constructive dialogue. But the regime is not willing to engage in dialogue. So the
ASEAN envoy can’t implement the ASEAN consensus.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/former-myanmar-first-lady-refuses-to-meet-
asean-envoy.html

ASEAN envoy denied meeting with Aung San Suu Kyi by Myanmar’s junta

Prak Sokhonn said the military cited her ongoing trial but left open possible talks ‘in the
future.

By RFA's Khmer and Myanmar Services | 2022.03.23

Cambodian Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn speakers to reporters at Phnom Penh
International Airport upon his return from Myanmar, March 23, 2022. Cambodia’s Ministry
of Foreign Affairs

Myanmar’s junta denied a request by ASEAN envoy Prak Sokhonn to meet with deposed
leader Aung San Suu Kyi during his three-day visit despite its pledge to grant him access
to all political stakeholders, he said Wednesday.

Speaking to reporters at the airport in Phnom Penh after returning home from his first
official trip to Myanmar, Prak Sokhonn said he had personally asked to arrange a sit-
down with the detained Nobel Peace laureate, but junta chief Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing
said it was impossible due to her ongoing trial.

“Min Aung Hlaing claimed that in the future he will consider requests [to visit] not only
Aung San Suu Kyi, but also other people,” said the envoy, who is also the minister of
foreign affairs for current ASEAN chair Cambodia.

The leader of the deposed National League for Democracy (NLD), Aung San Suu Kyi was
arrested by the military after its Feb. 1, 2021, coup and is now languishing in prison,
facing a raft of charges by the junta.

Following a meeting with Min Aung Hlaing on Monday, Prak Sokhonn had been scheduled
to meet with Su Su Lwin, the wife of former President Htin Kyaw and a member of the
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NLD for Yangon’s Thongwa township, but she canceled the talks citing health reasons, in
what appeared to be a backtrack by the party. The NLD’s Central Working Committee
later told RFA that only Aung San Suu Kyi can speak on its behalf.

The lesser-known opposition People Party said in a statement that a delegation of its
leaders — including 88 Generation student group veteran Ko Ko Gyi — met with Prak
Sokhonn on Tuesday to discuss possible resolutions to the crisis. The party, which has far
fewer supporters than the NLD and is unlikely to mount any serious electoral bid, called
for ASEAN pressure on the junta to release all political prisoners, prevent further
casualties, grant wider access to humanitarian groups, and hold a dialogue with a diverse
set of political players.

The junta claims its coup was justified because the NLD used voter fraud to orchestrate a
landslide victory at the polls but has yet to present evidence of its allegations. Security
forces have killed at least 1,700 people in the nearly 14 months since and arrested more
than 9,870, mostly during peaceful anti-junta demonstrations.

At the conclusion of an emergency ASEAN meeting in April last year, Min Aung Hlaing
agreed to allow an ASEAN envoy access to all stakeholders in Myanmar as part of a Five-
Point Consensus to end the political crisis in his country. Observers say that the NLD must
have a seat at the table if there is to be any hope for a resolution.

Detained Myanmar State Councilor Aung San Suu Kyi (L) and president Win Myint (R)
during their first court appearance in Naypyidaw, May 24, 2021. Myanmar's Ministry of
Information via AFP

Failure to deliver

Cambodia’s Foreign Ministry attempted to present Prak Sokhonn’s visit as a success in a
statement issued on Wednesday.

“The visit was undertaken amicably and productively with meaningful outcomes, which
reflects Myanmar’s support for Cambodia’s efforts in moving forward the
implementation of the [Five-Point Consensus] and serves to strengthen regional stability
as well as the credibility, unity, and centrality of ASEAN and its community building
process,” the statement said.

Prak Sokhonn acknowledged to reporters that the junta had failed to deliver on several
other key promises it made at last year’s ASEAN gathering, including an end to violence,
improved access for aid groups and multiparty talks.

But he also suggested that the nation’s various power brokers are “more committed to
confrontation than negotiation.

“After listening to all parties, none are prepared to start a dialogue for a ceasefire,” he
said. “I have urged Naypyidaw to be extremely patient and to refrain from using military
forces when they are not necessary. | also asked [the junta] to deploy police when
dealing with civilians instead of the military, which should only be used to accomplish
military objectives.”
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The envoy added that junta representatives will not be extended invitations to ASEAN
meetings unless progress is made on the consensus.

Little progress made

Cambodian social analyst Van Bunna told RFA that Prak Sokhonn’s visit to Myanmar had
accomplished little.

“They are far from what [the ASEAN envoy] had hoped to achieve,” he said, noting that
ASEAN operates on a policy of non-interference in the internal affairs of its member
states and that the Five-Point Consensus is non-binding.

“ASEAN hasn’t taken a strong stance on Myanmar because its members all have different
views on the issue. A few countries are in favor of the junta government as some leaders
don’t value democracy.”

Van Bunna said that Min Aung Hlaing will take advantage of the fractured approach by
ASEAN “to delay resolving the situation,” while the international community’s focus on
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine will allow the junta to “buy more time to stay in power.”

Phil Robertson, deputy Asia director for New York-based Human Rights Watch, went
further to say that Prak Sokhonn’s visit had “grant[ed] the junta a public relations
windfall that undermines the limited regional pressure being placed on Myanmar.

“At every step of the way as ASEAN chair, the Cambodian government has played the
game crooked, with a clear tilt to the side of the junta at the expense of imprisoned NLD
politicians and civil society activists,” he said.

“Prak Sokhonn’s mission shows why the concept of ‘ASEAN centrality’ in the Myanmar
crisis is failing based on a lack of real political commitment to compel hard choices from
Myanmar's generals.”

Translated by Samean Yun and Ye Kaung Myint Maung. Written in English by Joshua
Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/envoy-03232022185949.html

The US has declared a Rohingya genocide. Does it matter?

The determination has no immediate legal impact, but it has important implications,
Zachary Abuza says.

Commentary by Zachary Abuza | 2022.03.23

On 21 March 2022, U.S. Secretary of State Anthony Blinken made a formal determination
that Myanmar’s military committed genocide against the Rohingya population in 2017.

He described the attacks as “widespread and systematic”, “with a clear and premeditated
intention to destroy the Rohingya population.” This went beyond the U.S. government’s
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previous findings that the military had committed ethnic cleansing in the process of
driving over 740,000 Rohingya across the border into neighboring Bangladesh.

Unidentified men carry knives and slingshots as they walk past a burning house in Gawdu
Tharya village near Maungdaw in Rakhine state in northern Myanmar, Sept. 7, 2017. AFP

The determination comes five years after the fact, in a case that was broadcast in real
time, and documented by human rights observers who were able to use commercial
satellite imagery to prove that entire villages had been razed. Interviews of refugee
women found so much rape and gang rape that it could only have been official
government policy.

The determination has no immediate legal impact on Myanmar’s military, which in
February 2021 staged a coup d’état and ousted the democratically elected government
that a few months before had shielded the military, defending its actions before the
International Court of Justice.

But the designation does have other important policy ramifications.
Does it obligate the United States to do anything?

In a legal sense, the designation is nothing more than symbolic, which begs the question
why it could not have been made sooner. It does not commit the United States to do
anything, including increasing aid and support for third country resettlement of the
Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh.

The United States will provide the original ICJ plaintiff, The Gambia, an additional $1
million to continue their lawsuit. More importantly, it will provide The Gambia with the
documents and evidence that it used to make the determination, which could be
important if they then move to refer the case to the International Criminal Court.

The designation comes just over a year into the Biden administration, which wants to
draw a clear distinction from its predecessor and reinforce the government’s
commitment to human rights and democratic values.

Myanmar’s military junta has been in power now for almost 14 months. In that period,
they have killed over 1,700 people and arrested 13,000. The army has waged an all-out
war against its population, razing thousands of homes.

As Blinken noted: “Since the coup, we have seen the Burmese military use many of the
same tactics. Only now the military is targeting anyone in Burma it sees as opposing or
undermining its repressive rule.”

Coming on the heels of Russia’s illegal invasion of Ukraine, the genocide declaration
signals a change in the U.S. resolve to stand up to aggressive authoritarian regimes. Not
imposing costs early on only emboldens further aggression.

The Tatmadaw got away with genocide in 2017 with nothing more than diplomatic
opprobrium, which emboldened it to stage the coup d’état in February 2021. Likewise,
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the Russian invasion of Crimea in the Donbas in 2014 went unanswered, and emboldened
President Vladimir Putin to invade Ukraine in 2022.

Myanmar soldiers walk down a street during a protest against the military coup in
Yangon, Feb. 28, 2021. Credit: Reuters

What does it mean for the Rohingya?

For the Rohingya, it is a validation, and an important acknowledgement of the wrongs
committed against them. It will increase expectations that perpetrators will eventually be
held accountable. This has to be a real morale boost for the beleaguered population.

The designation doesn’t have any immediate impact on the more than 900,000 refugees
living in Bangladesh. But it does pave a way for them to assert their rights to return home
when conditions allow them to return with safety and legal protections.

Obviously the ruling matters for Bangladesh, which seeks the soonest
possible repatriation of the refugees.

Will it influence the international community?

The designation could help usher in a necessary new wave of sanctions on Myanmar’s
junta. While U.S. sanctions against Naypyidaw thus far have been more encompassing
than anyone else’s, they have not put sufficient pressure on the military. A new round of
sanctions could target the banking system, more cronies of the military leadership, and
the Ministry of Oil and Gas Enterprise.

Notably, Blinken referenced an arms ban twice in his speech, though it is unlikely that
China or Russia would allow the U.N. Security Council to impose one. Perhaps, it will help
galvanize support for a ban on jet fuel.

The designation is perhaps an opportunity to pull Japan, Australia, Singapore, and South
Korea —all of whom who were quick to sanction Russia, but have resisted sanctioning
Myanmar — on board. It also creates a moral imperative for corporations to cut their
business ties to Myanmar, in general, and with military-backed corporations, in
particular. Shareholders may turn a blind eye to a forcible change in government;
genocide is a whole other matter.

The designation is also an important gesture to Indonesia and Malaysia, who both led
ASEAN’s condemnation of the junta and took in substantial numbers of refugees. The
plight of the Rohingya is an issue the public in both countries cares about.

Both Jakarta and Putrajaya continue to condemn the junta’s failure to implement the Five
Point Consensus, ASEAN’s road map for restoring democracy in Myanmar. The genocide
designation gives them and other like-minded states another tool to

prevent Cambodia from using its position as the group’s chair to fully embrace the junta.

Fleeing persecution in Myanmar, Rohingya Muslims carry their young children and
belongings after crossing the border from Myanmar into Bangladesh, Nov. 1, 2017. Credit:
AP
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What does it mean for Myanmar?
The designation does have some impact on the worsening quagmire in Myanmar.

First, it’s important to note the difference in positions on the U.S. designation: one by a
responsible stakeholder, the other by a pariah.

The opposition National Unity Government welcomed the designation and reiterated its
policy on the Rohingya, committing itself to “the safe, voluntary, dignified, and
sustainable return of the Rohingya refugees and internally displaced persons, and to
comprehensive legislative and policy reform in support of citizenship, equality in rights
and opportunity, and justice and reparations.”

This reinforces the NUG’s commitment to establishing a federal democracy and further
legitimizes them. The NUG had previously dropped its objection to the ICJ case moving
forward and pledged cooperation with the court.

Unsurprisingly, the junta’s statement was dismissive, a blanket denial of “any genocidal
actions” that accused the United States of interfering in the “internal affairs of a
sovereign state.” They remain impervious to international criticism.

But does it have any bearing in terms of an off-ramp for the conflict?

On the one hand, it will convince Min Aung Hlaing and the other junta leaders that they
need to prevail to escape accountability. Things just got more existential for them and
they are likely to escalate the violence.

More importantly, they will message this through the ranks, in order to stave off more
defections from their depleting forces: we hang together, or we hang separately.

On the other hand, it could convince more officers to cut their losses and defect. The
costs of being tied to a regime that is committing atrocities against an unarmed civilian
population, while decimating the economy, is already causing plummeting morale

and defections. The U.S. determination could help in that calculus. If the officers are
looking for yet one more reason to sever ties to the senior military leadership, this could
be it, even if they themselves willingly participated in and supported the operation
against the Rohingya.

Zachary Abuza is a professor at the National War College in Washington and an adjunct
at Georgetown University. The views expressed here are his own and do not reflect the
position of the U.S. Department of Defense, the National War College, Georgetown
University or BenarNews.

https://www.rfa.org/english/commentaries/myanmar-rohingya-genocide-
03232022173622.html
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