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Resistance Leader and Former Monk Admits Committing War Crimes in Upper Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 22 March 2022

Fighters from the Yinmabin People’s Defense Force (YMB-PDF) in Sagaing Region have
committed murder and other war crimes, the YMB-PDF leader told The Irrawaddy.

Bo Thanmani, the head of YMB-PDF and a former abbot who left the monkhood to join the
resistance movement, admitted committing crimes. But he denied ordering his subordinates
to commit crimes.

On March 14, the Union Defense & Liberation Alliance (UDLA), a Myanmar-wide network of
resistance groups, alleged that YMB-PDF and their affiliates have been abducting, coercing,
robbing, torturing and killing people in Yinmabin District and adjacent areas. The UDLA said
that 21 people have been killed in five separate incidents.

Among the people killed were resistance fighters and support staff from the Hero Tiger
resistance group, as well as local residents, said the UDLA.

Sixty-three PDFs from areas around Yinmabin have called on YMB-PDF to surrender and
cooperate in an investigation for a public trial.

63 local PDF groups have accused the Yinmabin PDF of killing resistance fighters.

The PDFs revealed a list of 13 suspects including Bo Thanmani, who is the former abbot of
the monastery in Thabyay Aye Village.

The Irrawaddy has researched the victims, spoken to those familiar with the allegations and
collected evidence.

“We are making detailed investigations into those crimes,” Bo Thanmani told The
Irrawaddy. What they [other PDFs] said is true, and [our PDF members] committed crimes.
But we are still investigating to find out the perpetrators. | have never ordered anyone to kill
military informants,” he added.

He denied the allegation by the 63 PDFs that some of the people killed by YMB-PDF were
resistance fighters.

“Those killed were not PDF. Some of them were killed by our resistance fighters for
participating in pro-junta rallies. Some were killed because of personal grudges,” said Bo
Thanmani.

“About the first six people who were killed [by YMB-PDF], we found out that they had
carried out mine attacks on other PDFs in the past. Our PDF members got angry as they
qguestioned them about the attacks. When they finally admitted committing mine attacks,
our members killed them out of anger,” he said.

Bo Thanmani is the former abbot of Thabyay Aye Village monastery.
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One relative of a victim allegedly killed by YMB-PDF for supposedly bombing the group said:
“We thought they would be released. But we have not heard about them since they were
detained. And it is not true that they attacked them [YMB-PDF] with mines,” she said.

After the victims’ detention was discovered, local resistance fighters contacted Bo Thanmani
to come and give an explanation. But he did not show up.

Bo Thanmani, who was previously known as U Thawparka, was one of the leading figures in
the 2007 Saffron Revolution, when Buddhist monks joined people across Myanmar in mass
rallies against the previous military regime. He also took an active part in anti-junta activities
soon after last year’s coup.

He left the Thabyay Aye Village monastery to become leader of the local PDF. Under his
leadership, his group coerced and killed fighters in smaller resistance groups in the area to
assert his authority over them, locals and PDFs in Sagaing Region told The Irrawaddy.

The parallel civilian National Unity Government (NUG) has formed an investigation
commission led by its deputy defense minister Naing Kaung Ywut to investigate the alleged
killings by YMB-PDF. The commission started its investigation in November last year.

Thabyay Aye Village signboard.

The NUG’s central commission of inquiry into war crimes has been probing war crime
allegations and identifying perpetrators, said the NUG on March 14. But details of its
investigation into YMB-PDF are still unknown.

“We have received some complaints about crimes committed by armed groups. We can’t
disclose the details on ethical grounds because the trial hasn’t been held yet,” said U Naing
Htoo Aung, secretary of the NUG’s Defense Ministry. The NUG’s central commission of
inquiry into war crimes said that, if necessary, the accused would be suspended from their
military duties during the trial.

Bo Thanmani said the NUG’s Minister of Defense U Yee Mon has told him to continue his
duties. “U Yee Mon told me on March 16 to control the fighters as much as | possibly can
and to continue my duties. | will follow the guidelines of the NUG and its investigation and
inquiry. And | am ready to take any punishment given by it.”

Locals and PDFs in the region regard the fact that YMB-PDF reportedly has 200 guns as a
cause for concern.

Those weapons were supplied by the NUG to distribute among PDFs in other townships in
Sagaing Region, but YMB-PDF has only distributed a small amount of arms, while keeping
the majority for themselves, claimed local PDFs.

Bo Thanmani told The Irrawaddy: “Yes, the NUG has supplied arms. And we have distributed
ten guns each to some townships. | can’t tell you the names of those townships. The arms
were given directly to me in my honor because it was me who first launched attacks in the
region. | was not mandated to share the arms with other townships. The defense minister

Page 3 of 47



said personally that the arms must be supplied directly to Bo Thanmani and managed by Bo
Thanmani.”

In September, the NUG’s Ministry of Defense issued rules of engagement and a code of
conduct for PDFs and other resistance groups, which prohibit the killing of prisoners of war
and require resistance fighters to pay an appropriate amount when they use civilian
property.

The military regime has been committing grave human rights violations and war crimes
since last year’s coup. But some anti-regime resistance groups have also committed war
crimes.

In one case, the Karen National Defense Organization (KNDO) killed civilians last year
alleging that they were military spies.

The KNDO'’s political wing, the Karen National Union (KNU, launched an investigation after
the junta accused the armed group of slaughtering civilians. In January, the KNU dismissed
General Saw Nerdah Mya as the KNDQO'’s chief over the killing of 25 people.

In another case, Mai Noam Han, the chairperson of the Mongkai Township branch of the
Ta’ang National Party, his wife and seven-month-old daughter were killed around two
months ago in southern Shan State. An investigation committee said evidence indicated that
they were killed by the Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS), an armed group. RCSS
spokesman Colonel Sai Ngin has denied responsibility for the murders.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/resistance-leader-and-former-monk-admits-
committing-war-crimes-in-upper-myanmar.html

Myanmar Junta Forces Kill Charity Worker in Yangon Monastery
By THE IRRAWADDY | 22 March 2022

Junta soldiers shot dead the head of a charity on Sunday during a raid in Yangon’s Kawhmu
Township, and then took the victim’s body away with them, according to local residents.

Ko Thant Zin Aung, also known as Ko Pyaung Gyi, the chairperson of the Arr Man charity,
was shot in his head and leg when regime soldiers raided the monastery in Myogon Ward
where the charity is based. Junta forces claimed that some of the charity workers were
members of a local People’s Defense Force (PDF).

“They raided the charity and gunned down the chairman. They also took his body. They
raided the charity because they thought there were PDF fighters there. As the chairman
fled, he was shot from behind. At first, he was shot in his leg. Then he was shot in his head,
which killed him,” said one local resident.

Ko Thant Zin Aung’s charity helped local people during COVID-19 outbreaks. Junta troops
reportedly also detained two male cousins of the victim.

Page 4 of 47



The military regime has sealed off the offices of a number of humanitarian associations in
Yangon and Mandalay, and arrested charity workers alleging that they are involved in the
resistance movement.

At least 1,687 people have been killed by the Myanmar regime since last year’s coup,
according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-forces-kill-charity-worker-in-
yangon-monastery.html

Myanmar Junta Holds Women and Children Hostage in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 22 March 2022

Myanmar’s regime forces detained about 25 people, including women and children,
sheltering at a monastery in Yinmabin Township, Sagaing Region, on Monday.

The Yoma resistance group said around 150 regime reinforcements arrived in Yinmabin
town on Monday.

A Yoma fighter calling himself Phoenix said: “When the reinforcements arrived, they made
the seizures at the monastery. The captives haven’t been released yet.”

He added that they were rumored to have been taken to a high school and agricultural and
municipal offices where regime forces are based.

On February 27, 80 young children who attended a school at a monastery in Chin Pone
village in Yinmabin Township were seized for 36 hours.

Phoenix said: “They want to pass Sunday, Armed forces Day, without any fighting in
Yinmabin so they keep civilians as hostages.”

On March 16, regime forces killed two civilians and burned down about 30 buildings in two
villages in the township.

On March 4 the regime cut mobile internet across Sagaing Region, except in Monywa,
Sagaing, Kale and Shwebo, where its battalions are based.

Sagaing Region is a resistance stronghold. Across Myanmar, junta forces have torched at
least 6,158 civilian homes since last year’s coup with Sagaing Region suffering nearly 60
percent of the damage, according to the independent research group, Data for Myanmar.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-holds-women-and-children-
hostage-in-sagaing.html

Military council files terrorism charges against student activists to ‘instil fear’

The targeted individuals were helping families of detained students send them care
packages in prison, says the chair of Myanmar’s student union coalition
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Mary Hnin | Published on Mar 22, 2022
Thiri Yadanar (left), Aung Myo Ko (centre) and Kyaw Zin Latt (right)

The All Burma Federation of Student Unions (ABFSU) confirmed that three of their
Mandalay-based members were charged last Friday by the junta with violating Myanmar’s
counterterrorism law.

The individuals, who were arrested on March 2 in Amarapura Township, include Aung Myo
Ko, chair of the student union at the Mandalay Education College; Thiri Yadanar, upper
Myanmar secretary of the ABFSU; and Kyaw Zin Latt, a middle school teacher from Singu
Township.

ABFSU chair Aung Pyae Sone Phyo said that the activists had been helping families of
detained students send care packages to their loved ones in prison.

“They were actually a part of the democratic movement before but they stopped doing that.
They just focused on sending care packages to the detained students and helping the
detained students contact their families in distant places,” he told Myanmar Now.

The three detainees—all in their 20s—have been held at the township police station since
their arrest, and were formally accused on March 18 of violating Section 50j of the
counterterrorism law for funding “terrorist” organisations. The charge carries a maximum
sentence of life in prison, Aung Pyae Sone Phyo told Myanmar Now.

A second charge was also added to their cases for being alleged accessories to terrorist acts,
as is outlined under Section 52a of the law, and carries a seven-year sentence.

The three student activists are also reportedly being investigated for incitement charges
under Section 505a of the Penal Code, but Aung Pyae Sone Phyo noted that the final charge
had not yet been formally filed.

“[The military] started by arresting protesters on the streets and now they’re arresting
people who are helping the detained civilians. They clearly want to instill fear into the
people so that they don’t dare to revolt,” the ABFSU chair said.

The military council has not released any information on the charges allegedly brought
against the student activists.

Protests have continued in Mandalay more than one year after the military coup in February
2021. The junta continues to make frequent arrests of dissidents in the region, questioning
civilians in public, and sealing off houses belonging to anti-dictatorship figures.

“They are going to decimate each and every one of their opponents. That is why we have
been revolting against the junta from the time of Ne Win until Min Aung Hlaing,” Aung Pyae
Sone Phyo said, referring to the military leader who seized power in a 1962 coup and the
current army chief.

“It’s also essential that we, the people, hold our heads high and keep fighting back,” he
added.
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https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/military-council-files-terrorism-charges-against-
student-activists-to-instil-fear

Hundreds displaced after junta troops overrun Chin resistance base

The soldiers burned down a Chinland Defence Force command post but later suffered
casualties during an ambush

Nyein Swe | Published on Mar 22, 2022
CDF Kanpetlet members seen in January (CDF)

Hundreds of people have fled their homes in southern Chin State since last week after a
column of junta soldiers overran the command post of a local resistance group, before
coming under attack itself days later.

Some 200 troops from the junta’s Light Infantry Division (LID) 55 attacked the Chinland
Defence Force (CDF) base in San Ma Thar, a village in the northern part of Kanpetlet
Township, on March 15.

The CDF said it withdrew the following day because it was outgunned by the attackers and
concerned that civilians in the area would be hurt if they kept fighting. The soldiers raided
the command post and burned it down.

They then pursued the CDF fighters through surrounding woodlands, and detained three
elderly men who were fleeing the violence and made them serve as their guides, said Salai
Aung Ling, the deputy division commander of the Kanpetlet CDF.

At around 2pm on March 19, the LID 55 soldiers came under attack by the CDF near Long
Pauk village, which is eight miles from the captured command post.

“We waited for them along their route and ambushed them. So many of them were
injured,” Salai Aung Ling said, adding that three junta soldiers were killed and a member of
the Kanpetlet CDF was injured during the two-hour battle.

The soldiers spent the night in Long Pauk village and the three men they had captured
reportedly escaped under the cover of darkness. The next morning, the soldiers headed
towards the town of Mindat, and the area has been calm since then.

Since the clashes started last week over 1,200 people have fled from the villages of San Ma
Thar, Kyawt Taw, Am Pon, Khi Taw, and Ma Swi Twi, a Christian priest helping the displaced
locals told Myanmar Now.

They are in need of food, medicine, and sanitary supplies, he said.

Another 6,000 people have already been displaced in Kanpetlet since clashes began in the
township in May last year. Reinforcements from LID 55 began arriving in the area in early
February, and fighting has intensified since then.
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Over 300 soldiers from LID 99 and other battalions are stationed inside schools, police
stations and township education offices in the town of Kanpetlet. They did not leave the
urban center to help the LID 55 troops during the recent clashes in the surrounding villages.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/hundreds-displaced-after-junta-troops-overrun-
chin-resistance-base

Myanmar’s National Unity Government stresses concern for population displaced by war
By Mizzima |
Photo: NUG

The National Unity Government or NUG is on a fund-raising spree with the aim to not only

financially support their administrative operations, and support those who have joined the

Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM), but also to reach out to help the tens of thousands of
citizens displaced by conflict.

The NUG — which prefers to be referred to as the true civilian-led government of Myanmar,
rather than a “shadow government” — has a tough job on its hands. The body does not have
the administrative infrastructure of the Myanmar state in its hands. Instead, the NUG can be
described as an ad hoc internal and exiled body that is trying to stand in for the National
League for Democracy-led civilian administration voted in by the people in the November
2020 election but largely locked up by the actions of the military in their 1 February 2021
coup.

The NUG was formed by the Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH), a group
of elected lawmakers and members of parliament ousted in the 2021 Myanmar coup d'état.
The European Parliament has recognized the NUG as the legitimate government of
Myanmar. It includes representatives of the National League for Democracy, ethnic minority
insurgent groups, and various minor parties.

In May 2021, the NUG announced the formation of a "People's Defense Force" or PDF, and
in September the launch of a "defensive war" and nation-wide revolution against the
military junta. As of September 2021, the NUG had established representative offices in the
United States, United Kingdom, France, Czech Republic, Australia, and South Korea.

The PDF is a blanket term for armed opposition or resistance groups that have varying
degrees of affiliation with the NUG, or operate independently.

The State Administration Council (SAC), the country's ruling military junta, has declared the
NUG illegal and a terrorist organization. It recently declared that is had revoked the
citizenship of a number of NUG members. The junta mouthpiece, Global New Light of
Myanmar, said recently that the junta had “terminated” the citizenship of 11 individuals
prominent in the struggle against the coup. These include the NUG’s spokesperson Dr Sasa,
who has developed a prominent profile as the international face of the resistance
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movement, and three members of its shadow cabinet, namely Foreign Minister Zin Mar
Aung, Human Rights Minister Aung Myo Min, and Home Minister Lwin Ko Latt.

The notice said the group had “violated the existing laws of the State and left the country
illegally were found to be committing acts that could harm the interests of Myanmar.”

Prominent pro-democracy activists Min Ko Naing and Ei Thinzar Maung, and the writer Ei
Pencilo also had their citizenship revoked, the notice said, adding that “similar perpetrators
will be identified and prosecuted.”

The NUG says it is “preparing to speed up the revolution” as well as build a financial support
infrastructure to support its activities and to help those who went on strike in support of the
CDM, help military deserters, and try to help the villagers in a myriad villages — in the Bamar
heartland as well as ethnic areas — who have been forced to flee their homes due to the
aggressive military actions of the junta.

The tally of heavy battle scenes in Myanmar last week included the Sagaing region and the
Karenni, Karen and Chin states.

According to UNHCR estimates, some 440,000 people have been newly displaced since the
February 2021 coup adding to an existing 370,000 who had fled their homes previously. The
agency warns that that the trend will accelerate, with more displacements in the coming
weeks and months.

The NUG administration said in a recent statement that is “has been providing public
services in every possible way despite the hardships. During February 2022, 186.55 million
kyats-worth of humanitarian aid was provided to people in need across the country who
have been suffering due to inhumane acts of military terrorists.”

What is clear at this stage of the conflict, with the growing numbers of displaced people and
refugees, is that there is little or no infrastructure to provide support for people in need,
particularly in the more remote areas and regions subject to heavy fighting.

The armed PDF groups appear to do what they can to support civilians caught in the
crossfire but have their hands full looking after their own needs, including defensive and
aggressive attacks against the Myanmar military.

NUG Prime Minister Mahn Winn Khaing Thann said in a statement in the earlier days of the
conflict that “now was the best time to fight for the overthrow of the military dictatorship,”
appealing to “all the people of Myanmar to continue the fight bravely with the spirit of
victory in mind.”

In this battle for the soul of Myanmar, pitting resistance groups against the military, often
the lives and welfare of the people are put in jeopardy.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmars-national-unity-government-stresses-concern-
population-displaced-war
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‘When they began using violence on protesters, | had to leave’: Former junta officer

Lt. Col. Banyar Kyaw discusses why he left to join the CDM and the state of Myanmar’s
army.

By Khin Maung Soe | 2022.03.22
Lt. Col. Banyar Kyaw in an undated photo.Banyar Kyaw

Lt. Col. Banyar Kyaw recently left his unit at the Myanmar military’s Science and
Technology Department for the country’s anti-junta Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM),
making him one of the highest-ranking officers to do so since the Feb. 1, 2021 coup. In an
interview with RFA’s Myanmar Service, he discussed how morale has suffered in the
military since the takeover, how the junta “brainwashes” its soldiers, and the state of the
military regime’s ties with Russia, China, and the West.

RFA: Can you tell me about yourself? When did you leave your unit? What were your
duties?

Banyar Kyaw: | left ... in early February [2022] to join the CDM. My unit is based in Pyin-
Oo-Lwin. Our department carried out research work, just like in civilian research groups,
and | held a lecturer post. We were not involved in combat duties and mainly focused on
research work. | completed Training Batch No. 46 of the Defence Services Academy in
2003.

RFA: What was the main reason that you left the military?

Banyar Kyaw: Even though | am a member of the Armed Forces, | have all along been a
person who loves the company of others regardless of their status ... When the military
began using violence on protesters, when they started destroying people’s homes and
property, | realized | couldn’t be in this organization any longer. All the acts of the
military were in total contrast with my convictions and beliefs. That’s why | decided to
leave them and join hands with the people in the CDM movement.

RFA: What were your sentiments on the day of the coup?

Banyar Kyaw: On Feb. 1, when the coup was staged, all our phone lines were dead, and
we didn’t know anything at all. When we heard later in the afternoon about the coup, |
knew what a big mistake they had made, and that the country’s future would be seriously
disrupted.

RFA: Did you know about the coup in advance, or did you have any hints about it?
Banyar Kyaw: No, of course not. No knowledge about it in advance, nor any indications.

RFA: When people want to know why you didn’t leave then or in the months that
followed what do you say?

Banyar Kyaw: | had a family with a young baby at that time and | had to think very hard
about the CDM. It was impossible to join the CDM then and that’s why | had to wait for
the right moment.
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RFA: So far, you are one of the highest-ranking officers who has left the Armed Forces.
Do you think there are some higher-ranking officers in the military who might want to
join the CDM?

Banyar Kyaw: That will depend on how they look at the current situation, how much they
care about the people and how much sacrifices they can make for a defection. Once a
person has reached a very high position, there will be a lot of complications from which
he wouldn’t be able to free himself.

RFA: You have been to Russia for training. What did you study there?

Banyar Kyaw: | finished university as a physics major student and so | was sent to Russia
to study Laser Holography. | was among the group including technology and medical
officers.

Lt. Col. Banyar Kyaw in an undated photo. Credit: Banyar Kyaw
State of the military

RFA: What is the current strength of the Myanmar military. Some people say it must be
about half a million.

Banyar Kyaw: No, | don’t think there are that many, based on what we have gathered.
Especially now after the coup, with very few people joining the military and desertions
and several casualties on the battlefields, | think the total strength could only be
somewhere between 250,000 and 300,000.

RFA: We've heard there were a lot of deserters among the lower ranks and many
divisions and battalions have tried to cover it up and were using their salaries and
rations for their own benefit.

Banyar Kyaw: That is possible because the actual number of desertions cannot be
reported to the higher levels.

RFA: How is morale among the rank-and-file?

Banyar Kyaw: Most of the soldiers are unavoidably carrying out the orders they receive
because they cannot refuse the high pressure from above. Nowadays, while the military
has no support from the people, there are several casualties on the battlefields and the
number of the deserters is rising. Families of arm forces personnel do not dare to go out
in public and show their faces. Some of them do not even dare to go visit their parents
back home. And | think there are a lot among the rank and file hoping to see somebody
who could bring out reforms.

RFA: What are your views on the military playing politics in the country?

The military leaders used beautiful rhetoric to suggest they saved the country from the
brink of disaster and protected race and religion but in reality, they were working to hold
on to power. If they had been really sincere, our country would not be in a situation as at
present.
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RFA: What percentage of military officers believe what the leaders were saying?

Banyar Kyaw: | think there must be about 80 percent or so among the officers who
believe that the [junta] is protecting race and religion and that the country cannot survive
without it. Most of us who attended the Defence Services Academy are young people
who are very easy to be brainwashed. Just ‘One Voice, One Command’, as we say. We
would blindly believe in and carry out the commands that came from above.

RFA: People say that the military is trying to throw a wedge among the opposition
forces. What do You think of that?

Banyar Kyaw: Of course, they will do that. They have done it in the past and they will do
so in the future. They will try to cause doubts and disagreements among the people and
dissent among the opposition forces.

RFA: How would you compare the strengths and weaknesses of the military and the
opposition?

Banyar Kyaw: The military has been built for many years to become a powerful entity and
they have all the modern weaponry. However, the leaders have ignored the sentiments
of the lower ranks and have worked largely for their own benefit — something many have
realized and find unacceptable. Many units have been engaged in fighting for many years
and are beginning to show signs of fatigue. That’s their weakness. Worst of all, the entire
people are showing hatred for the military. On the other hand, the democratic forces
have a very high morale even though they do not have the weapons they need.

RFA: What do you think of the armed resistance?

Banyar Kyaw: | think it is borne out of the desire of the people to oppose a military
dictatorship. It has now been more than a year and people are still giving unwavering
support and they should do so in the same manner for the future. Victory will not be so
far away if they can maintain a strong chain of command and carry on with the revolution
steadfastly and in unity.

RFA: What do you think of the relations between the Russian and Myanmar military?

Banyar Kyaw: They are very close ties which can be seen in the many purchases of
Russian jet fighters, helicopters, and tanks by the Myanmar military.

RFA: What would you like to tell the world?

Banyar Kyaw: I'd like to call on the international community to provide for the people of
Myanmar who are suffering at the hands of the military dictatorship and losing all their

rights with necessary assistance, just like the strong support and assistance given to the
people of Ukraine. The West should also play it right to counterbalance the influence of
Russia and our big neighbor China and reduce the reliance on them.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/violence-03222022000217.html
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Myanmar’s Acting President Has the Power to Thwart the Coup Leader’s Plans
By KHIN TUN | 22 March 2022

Myanmar’s military declared a state of emergency and seized power on Feb. 1, 2021, the
day the newly elected Upper House and Lower House were set to convene. The coup
brought down the curtain on a decade-long attempt at democratic transition.

Myanmar people and the international community have slammed coup leader Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing for the coup and subsequent violence. While Western countries
have imposed economic sanctions, Myanmar people have opposed military rule in various
ways including armed resistance.

However, it appears that both the people and the international community are unaware of
the role U Myint Swe, the acting President, played in Min Aung Hlaing’s coup.

Min Aung Hlaing has long dreamed of the presidency. This was revealed when he placed the
Hti umbrella atop Bagan’s ancient Htilominlo Temple in 2020.

Before the 2020 general election, he seemed to believe that the National League for
Democracy (NLD)’s popularity was waning. As the military is guaranteed 25 percent of
parliamentary seats by the army-drafted 2008 Constitution, he thought that the military’s
proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) and its allied parties would win at
least 26 percent of seats to form the government so that he could take the presidency.

However, after the USDP and its allied parties suffered a resounding defeat to the NLD in
the voting, Min Aung Hlaing canceled the election results, citing electoral fraud.

U Myint Swe hands over power to Min Aung Hlaing at an NDSC meeting after the Feb. 1,
2021 coup.

Min Aung Hlaing however is not as fearless as his predecessors General Ne Win and General
Saw Maung, who blatantly seized power and justified their coups by accusing civilian
governments of incompetence. Min Aung Hlaing only dared to seize power by taking cover
under the 2008 Constitution.

Min Aung Hlaing ordered the USDP to organize rallies targeting the results of the 2020
general election. Using those small rallies as a pretext, he pressed demands that Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi could not yield to. Finally he declared a state of emergency under Section 417 of
the 2008 Constitution while the newly elected Parliament was set to convene.

There is only one weakness in the political ploy of Min Aung Hlaing. Only the President is
authorized by the Constitution to declare a state of emergency. Under Section 417, the
President shall convene a National Defense and Security Council (NDSC) meeting, issue a
decree and declare a state of emergency to hand over power to the military chief.

Min Aung Hlaing pressured the NLD government’s President U Win Myint to declare a state
of emergency. When U Win Myint refused, Min Aung Hlaing ordered his arrest on Feb. 1,
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2021. As the acting President, U Myint Swe declared a state of emergency and handed over
legislative, administrative and judicial powers to the military chief.

Section 73 (a) of the 2008 Constitution says, “One of the two vice presidents who has won
the second-highest [number of] votes in the presidential election shall serve as acting
president if the office of the President falls vacant due to his resignation, death, permanent
disability or any other cause.” So, the military took advantage of the “any other cause”
clause in the provision, and argued the presidency was now vacant because it had detained
U Win Myint. It is similar to a robber taking the key to the safe after hitting the house
owner. It is unacceptable to anyone who is rational.

U Myint Swe however accepted the irrational and unreasonable justification given by
Myanmar’s military. He took over as the acting President and handed the three branches of
power to Min Aung Hlaing. If U Myint Swe had refused to declare the state of emergency,
Min Aung Hlaing would not have been able to implement his political ploy by manipulating
the Constitution.

The declaration of a state of emergency under Section 417 authorizes the military chief to
exercise the three branches of power on behalf of the President and the Parliament. Even
so, the military chief is still required to report to the NDSC, led by the President, about how
he is exercising emergency rule. And if the Parliament’s term has not yet ended, he is also
required to report to the Union Parliament. And as the Constitution is still in effect, the
President takes precedence over all other persons across the Union, according to Section
58.

When the regime held a cabinet meeting on Feb. 2, 2021, Min Aung Hlaing was seen sitting
at the top of the table, with U Myint Swe to one side. U Myint Swe has rarely been seen
since.

Min Aung Hlaing organized events and dinners to mark Independence Day and Union Day,
which are traditionally organized by the country’s President. He even spent billions of kyat
to hold a military review while the country is spiraling downward into poverty. And junta-
controlled media honor him by describing him as head of state.

Legally speaking, the head of state is acting President U Myint Swe, while Min Aung Hlaing is
just assigned to lead the government during a state of emergency.

U Myint Swe appeared again when an NDSC meeting was held to extend the initial one-year
state of emergency by six months. Lower House lawmaker T Khun Myat attended the NDSC
meeting, but Vice-President 2 Henry Van Thio was absent on health grounds. U Myint Swe
accepted the military chief’s proposal and extended the state of emergency for six months.

Min Aung Hlaing speaks at a regime meeting on Feb. 2, 2021.

Considering these moves, it is clear that U Myint Swe shares equal responsibility with Min
Aung Hlaing for the deaths and human rights violations that happened after Feb. 1, 2021.
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U Myint Swe however still has two opportunities to avoid going down in Myanmar’s history
as a villain. If he is willing to take those opportunities, he must have the courage to exercise
his constitutional rights as the President.

The first opportunity will present itself in August, when the current state of emergency
ends. Section 425 of the Constitution says, “The NDSC may, if the military chief submits the
extension of the prescribed duration by giving reasons why he has not been able to
accomplish the assigned duties, on the expiry of the term of Pyidaungsu Hluttaw [Union
Parliament], normally permit two extensions of the prescribed duration for a term of six
months for each extension.”

It is important to note the wording here. The section says “may”, so it is clear that the NDSC
does not need to agree whenever the military chief asks for a renewal. And constitutional
provisions about the NDSC do not say a vote is necessary to make a decision at an NDSC
meeting. The decision made by the President is final. So, U Myint Swe can decide not to
allow the extension, no matter what the military chief and other NDSC members say.

Min Aung Hlaing would be faced with a political crisis if U Myint Swe refused to allow an
extension of emergency rule. While the majority of Myanmar’s people and the international
community are strongly opposed to the coup, Min Aung Hlaing has to rally the support of
military personnel and their families, and a few USDP supporters, based on the excuse that
“by declaring a state of emergency, the takeover is in line with the Constitution.” So, the
loss of U Myint Swe’s support would come as a serious blow to Min Aung Hlaing.

For this to happen, U Myint Swe needs to bravely exercise the rights granted by the
Constitution to the President.

The second opportunity will come on Jan. 31, 2023 when it will be time to renew the state
of emergency for the second time. Under the Constitution, a state of emergency can be only
renewed twice, for six months each time, after the initial year of emergency rule. Once the
term of emergency rule ends, a general election shall be held within six months, according
to Section 429.

Under Section 427 of the Constitution, the NDSC can exercise the three branches of power
for the period after the expiry of the state of emergency and before the parliaments are
formed.

In so doing, it shall exercise legislative power by itself and transfer the executive and judicial
power to appropriate bodies that have been formed at the Union, region or state and self-
administered area levels. To put it simply, after emergency rule ends, Min Aung Hlaing can’t
continue to hold the positions of State Administration Council chairman and prime minister
of the interim government. But the NDSC led by acting President U Myint Swe shall establish
Union, region and state governments and form the Union Election Commission and other
bodies.

So, U Myint Swe could fully exercise his presidential authority and form a coalition
government that includes the NLD, which would help establish national reconciliation. He
could also form an independent election body to hold a free and fair election, and reject the
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proportional representation electoral system that the regime and military-backed parties
are pushing forward.

Though he may not be able to amend the 2008 Constitution, he can prevent the USDP from
taking office, and prevent Ming Aung Hlaing from taking the presidency.

If the NLD and ethnic parties were to contest an election held by a coalition government,
Min Aung Hlaing would not be able to use his political formula of 25 percent of
parliamentary seats held by the military plus 26 percent of seats to be secured by the USDP.

If Min Aung Hlaing were unable to take power, opportunities would emerge to solve the
current political crisis.

Min Aung Hlaing will surely use every trick in the book to gain power and the presidency. At
the same time, U Myint Swe is a former lieutenant general, and was widely regarded as an
aide of ex-military dictator Than Shwe. He also served as Yangon Region chief minister in the
previous military regime. So, it is unlikely that he will turn against Min Aung Hlaing. On the
other hand, if he does reject Min Aung Hlaing, it will be a wake-up call to military personnel,
and result in their political awakening.

This could be a turning point for Myanmar’s politics. U Myint Swe now has two options
before him. One is to remain as the puppet president and go down in Myanmar’s history as
a villain along with Min Aung Hlaing. The second is to exercise his presidential authority in
accord with Constitution and help find a political exit.

Khin Tun is a Myanmar-based political analyst.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/myanmars-acting-president-has-the-
power-to-thwart-the-coup-leaders-plans.html

Myanmar's Presidents Since Independence

By THE IRRAWADDY | 22 March 2022

2/
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Myanmar's presidents from 1948 to the present

The Irrawaddy revisits a story from 2018 looking at Myanmar’s past and current presidents.
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YANGON — Since gaining independence from the British in 1948, Myanmar (formerly known
as Burma) has been governed by two types of president. From the post-independence
period until dictator Ne Win’s coup d’état in March 1962, the country had democratically
elected heads of state. Under military rule from that year to the end of the quasi-civilian
government that was in power from 2011-2016, successive generals installed handpicked
protégés. But with the inauguration of President U Htin Kyaw in March 2016, the people of
Myanmar witnessed the return of civilian government for the first time in 54 years.

Sadly, civilian rule in Myanmar was short-lived. With the military takeover against the
democratically elected National League for Democracy government in February 2021, the
country’s fledgling civilian rule came to an end.

Here is a list of Myanmar’s post-independence presidents until the coup last year.
Sao Shwe Thaik (1894 — 1962)

Sao Shwe Thaik, an ethnic Shan, was the first president of the Union of Myanmar and the
last Saopha — or hereditary prince — of Shan State’s Yawnghwe. Sao Shwe Thaik served as
the head of state alongside Prime Minister U Nu, from the date of Myanmar’s independence
on Jan. 4, 1948 until March 12, 1952. Before he was President, Sao Shwe Thaik had served in
the British army. When General Ne Win took power in a military coup in 1962, the Shan
prince was arrested. He later died in prison.

Dr. Ba U (1887 — 1963)

Dr. Ba U was the second president of Union of Myanmar and an ethnic Bamar. Ba U
graduated with a law degree from the University of Cambridge and served as the chief
justice of the Supreme Court of Myanmar before he succeeded Sao Shwe Thaik as president
in March 1952. He served in the position for five years, until March 1957.

Mahn Win Maung (1916 — 1989)

Mahn Win Maung was an ethnic Karen Buddhist and the third president of Union of
Myanmar. As a former government minister, he was selected by Prime Minister U Nu for the
presidency and succeeded Dr. Ba U in March 1957. Mahn Win Maung served until March
1962, when General Ne Win ousted U Nu’s government in a military coup. He was then
imprisoned for five years.

General Ne Win (1910 — 2002)

Born as Shu Maung, U Ne Win briefly took control of Myanmar in 1958, during a period of
military rule known as the Caretaker Government. He came to power more permanently in
March 1962 through a military coup and would act as Myanmar’s head of state for nearly 20
years, until Nov. 9, 1981. A military commander of Bamar-Chinese descent, he founded the
Burma Socialist Program Party (BSPP) in 1962 and served as its chairman until 1988,
resigning during the student uprisings that year. Throughout this period, the BSPP was the
only legal political party in the country, and through it U Ne Win championed the
nationalization of business and ushered in a period of intense xenophobia. U Ne Win
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remained the commander-in-chief of the military for a total of 26 years. He later died while
under house arrest in Yangon.

General San Yu (1918 — 1996)

Gen. San Yu, also of Bamar-Chinese descent, was the commander-in-chief of Myanmar’s
military and the fifth president of the country, which was then known as the Socialist
Republic of the Union of Burma. He served from November 1981 until July 1988, a time
during which U Ne Win was still the BSPP party chairman. Before Gen. San Yu became
president, he played an integral role in drafting the military’s 1974 Constitution.

Brigadier General Sein Lwin (1923 — 2004)

Brig. Gen. Sein Lwin, an ethnic Bamar, served as the sixth president of Myanmar for only 17
days, during a period of intense pro-democracy uprisings. During his rule — from July 27 to
August 12, 1988 — he was better known as the “Butcher of Rangoon” for giving the order
on Aug. 10, 1988, to open fire on student demonstrators near Yangon General Hospital. The
protests continued until Brig. Gen. Sein Lwin stepped down. He was reportedly taken care of
by the government, and provided with cars, food and support for many years that followed.

Dr. Maung Maung (1925 — 1994)

Dr. Maung Maung, an ethnic Bamar, was the seventh president of the Union of Myanmar
and a well-known writer. He studied law at the Netherland’s Utrecht University and at Yale
University in the US, and served as chief justice under U Ne Win’s BSPP government. He
served as president for only one month — from Aug. 19 to Sept. 18, 1988 — before being
ousted in a military coup led by General Saw Maung. Myanmar’s government would
undergo name changes, from the State Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC) to the
State Peace and Development Council (SPDC), led by military men like Senior General Than
Shwe. The country would not have another leader with the title of “president” until 2011.

U Thein Sein (1945 —)

Selected by the Union Parliament for the presidency in March 2011, the general-turned-
politician became Myanmar’s eighth president after an election that was boycotted by the
NLD and described by Western countries as “neither free nor fair.” U Thein Sein served as
the prime minister in the previous military regime from 2007 to 2011. In 2010 he retired
from the military, where he had attained the rank of brigadier general, and instead led the
military-backed Union Solidarity and Development Party. His tenure as the country’s
president ended on March 30, 2016.

U Htin Kyaw (1946 — )

Current President U Htin Kyaw was born in Yangon in 1946. The second son of respected
national poet Min Thuwun, he graduated from the University of London, where he studied
computer science. His family has a political pedigree: Min Thuwun was elected to
Parliament in 1990 and U Htin Kyaw’s father-in-law, U Lwin, is one of the NLD’s founding
members.
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U Htin Kyaw was a senior executive with the Daw Khin Kyi Foundation, a non-profit health
and education charity named for Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s mother. He is believed to be one
of The Lady’s right-hand men and has a reputation within the NLD as an honest man. His
wife, Su Su Lwin, was a Lower House NLD lawmaker and the chairwoman of the chamber’s
international relations committee.

U Htin Kyaw is also an author who, being of both Mon and Burmese heritage, wrote under
the nom de plume Dala Ban, the name of a famous Mon warrior chosen by his father. He
published a book about his father in 2009. His term as president will end on March 30, 2021.

U Win Myint (1951 )
With his inauguration in 2018, U Win Myint became Myanmar’s 10th president.

The House speaker-turned-president was the second head of state elected by the Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi-led National League for Democracy (NLD) government in the space of two years,
following U Htin Kyaw’s sudden retirement from the post in the third week of March 2018.

Like the previous president, the one-time lawyer is one of the State Counselor’s allies. A
core NLD member since the formation of the party in 1988, the 71-year-old had three
electoral victories on the party ticket, being elected for seats in Danubyu (in his home region
in the Irrawaddy Delta) in the 1990 election, Irrawaddy’s Pathein Township in the 2012 by-
election and Yangon’s Tamwe township in the 2015 election.

During his time in the Lower House, U Win Myint was known to be a strict taskmaster. He
often warned lawmakers to do their homework before the parliamentary session and to
keep their proposals and questions specific and to the point. The lawmakers were not alone
in receiving his stern warnings. Union ministers were also among those faulted for poorly
prepared answers in Parliament. Moreover, he has occasionally given military appointees in
Parliament a hard time.

Like many other political activists and politicians, U Win Myint was arrested several times by
the previous military regime. His latest arrest came on the early morning of Feb. 1 last year
when the military staged a coup. The president was told to resign on health reasons or face
consequences. Despite the threats, he retorted defiantly to his captors that he would rather
die than do what he was told. It has now been more than one year that U Win Myint has
been detained at an unknown location while facing several charges filed by the regime.

Editor’s note: This story was updated on March 22, 2022 to include President U Win Myint’s
arrest by the regime.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/from-the-archive/myanmars-presidents-since-
independence.html

Fortify Rights launches Myanmar rights abuses report

By Mizzima | 22 March 2022
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Rights organisation Fortify Rights is launching “Nowhere is Safe”: The Myanmar Junta's
Crimes Against Humanity Following the Coup d’Etat with an online press conference and
panel discussion, on 24 March.

The 193-page report has been produced by Fortify Rights and the Orville H. Schell, Jr. Center
for International Human Rights at Yale Law School.

The report draws on leaked information and more than 120 interviews with eyewitnesses,
survivors, active-duty military personnel and deserters. It reveals new details that may assist
future prosecutions, including:

e New evidence of the junta’s crimes and coordinated attack on the civilian
population.

e New information about the military command structure during attacks on civilians.

e The identities of 61 military and police officials who should be investigated and
possibly prosecuted for their roles in the crackdown.

e The identification of more than 1,000 locations of military units nationwide.

e In-depth legal analysis of the latest available evidence, establishing a course for legal
accountability.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/fortify-rights-launches-myanmar-rights-abuses-report-0

Rohingya Muslims Hail US Recognition of Genocide in Myanmar
| VOA News

FILE - Rohingya refugees, who crossed the border from Myanmar two days before, walk
after they received permission from the Bangladeshi army to continue on to the refugee
camps, in Palang Khali, near Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh, Oct. 19, 2017.

Forced to flee ethnic and religious persecution in their own country, Rohingya refugees in
Bangladesh are welcoming the formal recognition by the United States that Myanmar's
military regime committed genocide against the Muslim minority.

"We are very happy on the declaration of the genocide; many, many thanks," Sala Uddin, a
60-year-old refugee at a camp in Bangladesh, told The Associated Press.

"It has been 60 years, starting from 1962, that the Myanmar government has been torturing
us and many other communities including Rohingya," he said. "I think a path to take action
by the international community against Myanmar has opened up because of the
declaration."

"Rohingya nation will always remember the declaration by the U.S. on Rohingya genocide,"
Abdul Gafur, another refugee, told VOA's Bangla Service. "Meetings and gatherings are
prohibited at the camps because of the pandemic. That is why Rohingyas are not able to
observe any program to express their gratitude to the U.S."
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Secretary of State Antony Blinken on Monday announced Washington's decision to
recognize atrocities against Rohingya Muslims at the hands of the military regime in
Myanmar, a country also known as Burma. Monday's formal declaration of genocide — only
the eighth ever such statement by the U.S. government — followed years of investigation
and review.

Secretary of State Antony Blinken tours the "Burma's Path To Genocide" exhibit at the
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, March 21, 2022, in Washington.

"The United States has concluded ... that members of the Burmese military committed
genocide and crimes against humanity against Rohingya," Blinken said during a speech at
the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, whose Simon-Skjodt Center for the
Prevention of Genocide provided key sources that informed the legal analysis leading to the
State Department's decision.

Min Aung Hlaing, who was the head of the military in 2016 and 2017 and who has led the
government since the February 2021 coup, was named in Blinken's speech. Monday's
declaration said armed forces under Min Aung Hlaing's direct command were responsible
for killing more than 9,000 Rohingya and forcing 840,000 others to flee to neighboring
Bangladesh over the two-year period.

The commander of Myanmar's armed forces has been under U.S. sanctions for his role in
the atrocities since December 2019.

Myanmar's Foreign Affairs Ministry on Tuesday issued a statement saying that "Myanmar
has never engaged in any genocidal actions" and holds no "genocidal intent" for any group.
It called Blinken's comments "politically motivated and tantamount to interfering in the
internal affairs of a sovereign state."

Various human rights groups have also documented and reported on what they have called
systematic and widespread killings, rape and displacement of Rohingya minority in
Myanmar, a majority of whom are displaced in neighboring Bangladesh. Muslims make up
about 4.3% of Myanmar's population of 54 million.

"In 2016 and 2017, Burma's military unleashed a wave of horrific violence in northern
Rakhine state against predominantly Muslim Rohingya that, at the time, the United States
concluded constituted ethnic cleansing," Ned Price, State Department spokesperson, said
Monday.

Accountability

Human rights activists expect the U.S. move to bolster an ongoing effort to hold
perpetrators of genocide and other serious crimes accountable and deliver justice and
support for the victims. But others are taking a wait-and-see approach.

"Just by saying that genocide had been committed in Myanmar against the Rohingya is not
good enough," said Imtiaz Ahmed, director of the Centre for Genocide Studies at the
University of Dhaka in Bangladesh. "I think we need to see what would follow from that
statement."
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Khairul Islam, a Rohingya refugee in Bangladesh, told VOA that "Myanmar should face trial
for genocide. There should be economic sanctions to control Myanmar. Otherwise,
Myanmar will not listen to anyone. They never did in the past."

The U.S. has imposed sanctions on elements of the Myanmar military and has allocated
nearly $1 million in support of investigations and documentation of the most egregious
crimes committed in Myanmar.

"The United States is committed to pursuing truth and justice for victims and accountability
for those responsible for these atrocities and for other human rights violations and abuses
across Burma," Price said.

Last month, the Netherlands-based International Court of Justice resumed its proceedings in
a lawsuit accusing Myanmar's military of ethnic cleansing and genocide.

Gambia, backed by the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, filed the lawsuit in 2019.

In December 2019, Myanmar's previous civilian leader, the Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi,
defended the military's actions in Rakhine state as a response to "militancy."

Suu Kyi, who was Myanmar's de facto leader at the time of the 2017 massacres, was
arrested in the February 2021 coup. She is not named in the decree.

VOA Bangla Service contributed to this story.

https://www.voanews.com/a/rohingya-muslims-hail-us-recognition-of-genocide-in-
myanmar/6496541.html

US genocide designation seen as key step in accountability for Myanmar’s junta

But sources called the announcement overdue and urged Washington to follow up with
decisive action.

By RFA’s Myanmar Service | 2022.03.22

Rohingya siblings fleeing violence hold one another as they cross the Naf River along the
Bangladesh-Myanmar border near Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, Nov. 1, 2017. REUTERS/Adnan
Abidi

Citizens of Myanmar on Tuesday applauded the Biden administration’s recognition of
their military’s deadly 2017 crackdown on the Rohingya minority as a genocide but

guestioned its timing and whether it will lead to concrete action against the junta amid
ongoing rights abuses in their country.

On Monday, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken announced that American
investigators had determined the Myanmar military was responsible for atrocities
including mass killings, gang rapes, mutilations, crucifixions, and the burning and
drowning of children during its offensive in Rakhine state, and said the acts constitute
genocide under United Nations definitions.
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Thousands died in the raids, which forced an exodus of more than 700,000 people to
neighboring Bangladesh and followed a 2016 crackdown that drove out more than 90,000
Rohingya from Rakhine.

In a statement, the junta’s Ministry of Foreign affairs rejected the designation as “far
from reality” and dismissed Blinken’s comments as “politically motivated and tantamount
to interference in the internal affairs of a sovereign state.”

The announcement also drew scorn from pro-military voices in Myanmar, including
outspoken nationalist blogger Kyaw Swar, who slammed the U.S. in a post on the social
media platform Telegram.

“We killed them. What can you do about it,” he wrote, suggesting that Washington “be
guiet and concentrate on dealing with Russia” following its invasion of Ukraine.

Others welcomed the decision and called on Washington to take further action against
the military, which has killed at least 1,687 civilians and jailed 9,773 others since seizing
power in a Feb. 1, 2021, coup.

Win Aung, a resident of the commercial capital Yangon, told RFA’s Myanmar Service he
was pleased by the U.S. announcement, but said it was long overdue.

“These Rakhine state massacres were not the only ones committed by this army. Many
have occurred in other ethnic areas as well,” he said.

The junta is currently embroiled in multiple conflicts with armed ethnic groups and
prodemocracy paramilitaries in the country’s remote border regions and reports have
emerged of troops torturing, raping and killing civilians.

But while Western governments have ostracized and sanctioned the military regime, Win
Aung said it is unlikely to step down without a fight.

“The whole world is now waiting to see what the U.S. will do,” he said. “Regardless of
timing, | think this announcement will have an impact somehow. Especially at a time
when the ICJ [International Court of Justice] is looking into the issue. | think it will hurt
the junta’s defense at the ICJ genocide hearing.”

Gambia has accused Myanmar’s military leadership of violating the 1948 Genocide
Convention in Rohingya areas in a case it brought to the Hague-based ICJ. The court is
holding hearings to determine whether it has jurisdiction to judge if atrocities committed
there constituted a genocide.

Su Myat, a young woman from Yangon, called the U.S. declaration “the right thing to do.”

But she said that the announcement should have been made long ago “because this kind
of brutality has not only been directed against the Rohingya.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken tours the "Burma's Path To Genocide" exhibit at the
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, DC, March 21, 2022. Credit:
AFP
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“They have committed many crimes everywhere, but these crimes only surfaced after
the Rohingyas had their turn and that’s because [they were documented using] modern
technology,” she said, noting that similar accusations of atrocities have been leveled
against the military by members of the Kachin and Kayin ethnic groups.

Call for further action

Prior to Monday, the U.S. government had described the crackdown in Rakhine state as
“ethnic cleansing” — not using the “genocide” designation, which carries more legal
weight and which the Genocide Convention defines as “acts committed with intent to
destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnic, racial or religious group.”

The new designation marks the eighth by the State Department since the Cold War,
following its recognition of genocides in Bosnia (1993), Rwanda (1994), Iraq (1995),
Darfur (2004) and areas under the control of ISIS (2016 and 2017), according to the U.S.
Holocaust Memorial Museum, where Blinken delivered his announcement on Monday.

Htet Myat Aung, a young man from Mandalay, said that the U.S. government’s
declaration should mark the first step in a series of more significant and effective actions.

“All our people welcome the declaration of a genocide. But we hope to see more tangible
and meaningful initiatives,” he said.

“People are now realizing that if the military can commit atrocities in cities like Yangon
and Mandalay, where we have access to the internet and media, it must have been very
bad in the remote areas where the Rohingya lived. Now we can sympathize with them
and ... we’d like to see more action on this issue.”

Htet Myat Aung said that while junta leaders may think that they can elude accountability
by ignoring the international community, “they will have to pay for their crimes.”

Rohingya refugees walk along a path at Kutupalong refugee camp in Ukhia, Bangladesh,
Aug. 25, 2021. Credit: AFP

Hope for the future

Myanmar, a country of 54 million people about the size of France, recognizes 135 official
ethnic groups, with Burmans accounting for about 68 percent of the population.

The Rohingya, whose ethnicity is not recognized by the government, have faced decades
of discrimination in Myanmar and are effectively stateless. They have been denied
citizenship. Burmese administrations have refused to call them “Rohingya” and instead
use the term “Bengali.”

The atrocities against the Rohingya were committed during the tenure of the civilian
government of Aung San Suu Kyi, who in December 2019 defended the military against
allegations of genocide at the ICJ. The Nobel Peace Prize winner and one-time democracy
icon now languishes in prison — toppled by the same military in last year’s coup.
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A Rohingya named Hla Kyaw, who has lived in Thei-Chaung Muslim refugee camp in
Sittwe since the 2016 and 2017 crackdowns, told RFA that he was saddened by the losses
endured by his ethnic group as well as by people throughout the country.

“There are laws in Myanmar, but the laws have been ignored,” he said. “This should not
have happened. We hope that we will enjoy freedom in the future and that life will
improve for our children.”

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/reactions-03222022202634.html

KNU rebels kill soldier and seize ‘great number of weapons’ in attack on junta base near
Thai border

Twenty-six junta troops escaped the raid on the base in Karen State’s Myawaddy, leaving
dozens of explosive rounds and a mortar launcher behind

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Mar 22, 2022

Weapons seized by the KNLA from a junta base in Maw Khee (Supplied)

Troops from the armed wing of the Karen National Union (KNU) overran a Myanmar military
base in southeastern Myanmar on Monday, killing one junta soldier, capturing another, and
seizing weapons and explosives, the rebel group has said.

Twenty-eight junta soldiers were stationed at the base near the Thai border in Maw Khee
village, Myawaddy Township, when the KNU launched the attack at 5:30am. The clash lasted
into the late afternoon and ended after 26 of the junta troops retreated.

“The battle started early in the morning and it only ended at 5pm,” said Padoh Saw Taw
Nee, a KNU spokesperson.

The junta soldiers were from Infantry Battalion 21 and Light Infantry Battalion 555. Those
who escaped left their weapons behind, and the Karen National Liberation Army’s (KNLA)
Battalion 201 seized a 60mm mortar launcher, four light weapons, over 100 RPG rounds and
several boxes of ammunition.

“They left behind a great number of weapons. We can put them to good use,” Padoh Saw
Taw Nee said.

A KNLA soldier points at a sign left behind at the Maw Khee base on March 21 (Supplied)

The junta soldiers also left behind a sign that read: “Maw Khee, the stronghold that will
never retreat” a photo released by the KNLA shows.

“The on-the-ground troops of the junta’s forces are abandoning their bases more
frequently,” Pado Saw Taw Nee said. “It appears that they are relying more on the air force.
Without the aid of the air force, they don’t have many options other than fleeing.”
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He added that he did not yet know if there were any casualties on the KNLA's side or if the
KNLA troops were now stationed inside the base.

On March 13, KNLA troops captured four soldiers, including a battalion commander and
deputy commander, from outside the base of Infantry Battalion 32 in Waw Lay Township,
Dooplaya district.

The KNU said recently that three junta battalion commanders in the region had
defected and surrendered to the rebel group, making them the highest ranking soldiers
known to have abandoned their posts since last year’s coup.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/knu-rebels-kill-soldier-and-seize-great-number-
of-weapons-in-attack-on-junta-base-near-thai
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