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Introduction

“How does the sea become the king of all streams?
Because it lies lower than they!”

Lao Zi, BC 6th century Chinese philosopher

As Lao Zi aptly said: A person who wants to lead others must be
magnanimous and broad-minded. Only then can a great society and
nation be established. (According to some Western research scholars,
Lao Zi, incidentally, is not the name of an individual. It is the
philosophy of the Shan races.)'

Rebellions have emerged in Burma because the leaders of our country
are not broad-minded enough. You, dear Readers, are now going to
read about this. I am sharing my experiences for you to scrutinize,
criticize and ponder over.

! Oliver Raenchen: Tai Ancient Philosophy. Institute of Asian Studies, Chulalongkorn
University, Bangkok. 2011



Here, [ would like to tell you about Senior-General Than Shwe's last
visit to China. During the visit, a Chinese leader and one of the
members of the Senior-General's entourage had a discussion about
the Shan problem. It was an off-the-record discussion. A Chinese
businessman who happened to be with them told me about it.

Burmese: The Shan are always causing us headaches. We'd be much
obliged if you could advise us on this.

Chinese: If there are a hundred Shan in Burma, we have at least three
or four hundred of them here. The Shan are people extremely easy to
govern. We never have any problems at all with them. They don't
cause us any problems because we don't create any problems for them
either.

Not only the Chinese, but even the British imperialists, who invaded
and colonized our country and lorded it over us, didn't have any
problems. According to the report published by the Network for
Democracy and Development (NDD) last year, there are 142 infantry
battalions in the whole of Shan State. Even then, peace is a thing only
to be dreamt of until now. The British kept peace and stability in the
whole Shan State without much effort with only two infantry
battalions.

This shows that the current leaders governing our country do not
know how to be masters. They still do not have enough of the right
attitude to govern others.

If we truly do not want the Union and national solidarity to disintegrate,
and if we truly want to perpetuate our sovereignty, having a strong
military alone is not enough. We need to have the right attitudes and
suitable views. I want those concerned to know this. Hence the writing
of this treatise.



Even the Noble Gautama Buddha said: "Accept my words only after
careful scrutiny; don't accept them because you revere me."

As a nonentity compared to the Buddha, I think I do not have to
specifically urge my readers to accept or reject my treatise only after
careful scrutiny.

If our present and future leaders can, more or less, gain some lessons,
this treatise would not have been written in vain.

Special thanks are due to Burma Center for Ethnic Studies (BCES)
for taking responsibility to publish this book*; to all the staff of the
Shan Herald Agency for News (SHAN), for helping in every way;
and to all the readers for reading this book.

Peace and prosperity to all !

Khuensai Jaiyen

4 August 2012

* The book was originally published in Burmese.
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From A Burmese Songwriter To A Shan Rebel

"Shan nationalism is the consequence of extreme
Burmese nationalism."
(Chao Tzang Yawnghwe, 1939-2004)

A Shan Boy In Burma

I spent my childhood in Burma Proper. This is how I arrived in Burma
Proper and how I came to live in the Burman community:

I was born in Mongngaw, Tawngpeng State, four months after the
Union of Burma gained independence from the British. Soon after
my birth, the anti-feudal movements broke out in the whole of Shan
State. My father and my uncles took part in the processions and
demonstrations. My mother told me that she herself participated
carrying me, a mere infant, in her arms.

The Sawbwas quickly put down the movements and arrested those
involved. Many were killed and it was said that the Namtu River (the
Dokhtawaddy River) became red with blood. My big uncle, my father's
eldest brother, was among the arrested and his younger brothers, my
father and my youngest uncle, had to flee Mongngaw. They went into
the army — the First Shan Rifles, that was formed after independence
by the Union Government.
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Sao Hkun Pan Sing, Prince of Tawngpeng. President of the Shan States Council

At first it was agreed that altogether ten Shan battalions were to be
formed. But when the Karen battalions went underground, the plan
to form more military units of the ethnic races was withdrawn.
Brigadier General Tin Tut, a close friend of General Aung San and
leader of the ethnic military units, was also assassinated, believed to
be by his own people.

The First Shan Rifles was first raised in Taunggyi. I still have a
snapshot of myself taken in Taunggyi at that time.

But when the Karen revolution broke out, the authorities did not dare
to keep the First Shan Rifles in the Shan State. So, it was moved to
Burma Proper and was made to fight against the Karen and the CPB
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(Communist Party of Burma). Many Shan personnel were transferred
to Burmese battalions and the First Shan Rifles itself was filled with
Burmese privates and officers.

They did this until eventually it was Shan in name only, with only a
negligible number of Shan privates and officers remaining.

One blessing in disguise was that I had to live in the Burman
community, learn and speak Burmese, grow to like Burman food and
dress like a Burman. I became friendly with the Burman and even
misleadingly thought of myself as being a Burman.

When I began my schooling, my father's battalion was being
transferred from town to town. He couldn't take me with him so he
left me in the care of Saya U Aung Kyu of Okpho, a close friend of
his. U Aung Kyu and his mother taught me Burmese prayers. I also
learnt the Burmese translation of the Mangala Sutta. I can still recall
the verse:

"Avoid fools, don't associate with them, stay away from them," etc.,
etc.

Back To The Shan State

This is how I came back to the Shan State: My big uncle, my father's
eldest brother, went to work in Rangoon after being released from
the Sawbwa's jail. My grandfather went to live with his eldest son.
They rented a house in Sangyaung adjacent to Thakin Kodaw
Hmaing's house. My cousin told me he still remembered Thakin
Kodaw Hmaing affectionately calling him "Stinky Shan" whenever
the old man saw him.

My grandfather didn't know any Burmese, nor did he try to learn it.
He was not happy living in Burma. And then, unexpectedly, his
daughter-in-law died. They all moved back to the Shan State. His
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four sons pooled their money and bought a house for him in Pang
Ood Quarter, Lashio.

Now that they were comfortably settled, my parents, who were anxious
for my formal education, made arrangements for me to go to school
in Lashio. I lived there until 1962 when I passed the sixth standard.
Our family members, apart from our grandfather, were young people.
Since all were returnees from Burma, we spoke to one another in
Burmese. As for the Shan language, we didn't have much opportunity
to speak it except with grandpa and the neighbors.

One of my cousins was so good at Burmese that he won a prize in a
Burmese short story competition. Another, when a poem of his was
first published in the Shumawa Magazine, boasted no end about it. |
couldn't help smiling whenever I think about it. His poem says:

"Little by little
We draw closer
Alas, I now have a lover."

Not to be outdone, I, too, was exerting every effort to write Burmese
songs, poems and short stories despite my tender age. To be brief,
our whole household was Burmanized. We were Burmanized Shans.

Politics

Another peculiar thing about our household was that all of us were
interested in politics, especially my big uncle and my big cousin.
When they were home, visitors came to discuss politics. I wasn't old
enough to have a profound interest in politics. But, in their talks, I
heard words and phrases like Panglong, secession and unification,
federal principles, Marx, Lenin, Mao Zedong, AFPFL, Clean, Stable
etc. and they remained firmly entrenched in my mind.
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In those days the ‘ism’ in vogue among the Shan intellectuals was
the leftist ideology” and their standpoint was nationalism. At that time,
the Vietnamese Communists led by Ho Chi Minh had routed the
French Army at the battle of Dien Bien Phu and subsequently won
independence. This episode had a very strong influence over the
politically active youth.

My uncle and my cousin were in this circle. But I noticed that my
uncle, since he became Personal Assistant to Sao Man Hpa, the
Sawbwa of Monghsu, was toning down on his leftist jargon.

The staunchest supporter of the leftist ideology in the family was my
grandfather. I still remember what he said: "Hey, boy, China doesn't
go hungry because of Mao Zedong." He passed away in Taunggyi in
1983 at the age of 98.

? The saying at that time was:
When you're 20 and you're not a communist, you don’t have a heart.
But when you're 30 and you're still a communist you have no brain.
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Arrival InTaunggyi

The military, accusing the Shan State Government's proposal for
amendment to the Constitution as secession, staged a coup on 2 March
1962. With the fall of the Shan State Government, my uncle lost his
job. Luckily, he was not among the detained. He summoned his family
in Lashio to Taunggyi. My father, too, retired from the army and came
to live in Taunggyi. He bought a jeep and transported goods from
Taunggyi to Kengtung and Mongton. I spent seven years of my life
in Taunggyi. It can be said that [ was guided to the trend I should take
in my life's career during that seven years' period.

When I arrived in Taunggyi I was in my adolescence and beginning
to be interested in girls. I liked to wear the popular Inle longyi and
tirelessly showed off riding the Humber bicycle bought by my father.
I was pretty occupied, what with reading the stories of writer Tetkatho
Phone Naing (U Khin Maung Tint) and imitating his style, and later
imitating the writing style of Theikpan Maung Wa, and composing
one song after another. (Tetkatho Phone Naing, later, became my
teacher at the Taunggyi College.)

Among the songs I wrote,

"Yearning for Inle",

"I'll be coming back to Taunggyi",
"Love's traveler",

"One-sided lover" and

"I want you to know, Nwe",

were quite well-received as far as I can remember. I think [ have about
30 to 40 songs to my credit.

At the time [ was composing songs, the Burmese musical world was
trying to keep abreast with the times and at the same time not to lose
its identity. Later after I went underground, Sai Kham Leik and Sai
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Hti Hseng were exceptionally brilliant. My fluency in Burmese, too,
went down horribly. Today, almost nobody would believe that [ was
once a composer of Burmese songs. Let alone others, even [ myself
find it hard to believe that I had written these songs. When I listen to
them, I cannot help asking myself "Can it be true that I've written
them?"

My cousin came back home from the University of Rangoon after
the 7 July unrest. I saw and heard him discuss politics with his father
(my biguncle) and also with his friends. But [ was not much interested.
Then there was the Tai Youth Association led and formed by Sao
Phong Leng and Sao Hkun Tun Oo. The Association was doing social
work among the Shan People and another cousin of mine was actively
participating. Me? | was among those shilly-shallying, confused and
not knowing what's what.

U Tun Aye, Namkham. Shan State’s president of the Revolutionary Council
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The Revolutionary Council dismissed the Shan State Government
and appointed a new Government called the Shan State Executive
Council. U Tin Ko Ko, the person responsible for education of the
new Executive Council, issued a directive to the effect that schools
were to continue teaching the Shan language two periods a week and
students were to wear Shan suits as school uniform. I was among
those who didn't approve of the directive. Shan wasn't an official
language. Where was one to use it after learning it? I didn't think it
would be much use except in writing love letters. Burmese was the
official language and English the world language. Wasn't it enough
if one knew these two? (I didn't know then that if you knew Shan,
you would be able to speak the language fluently. It would also be a
great help in communicating with the Shan races spread all over Asia.
Lao and Thai are our brethren not only by the languages we use but
also by blood. Little did I realize that. Even if | had realized it, [ don't
think I would have a desire to learn Shan. I couldn't foresee coming
to these places and settling down, could 1?)

I didn't like the Shan suit either. The jacket was all right. But I did
hate the baggy pants. It was not as comfortable as the Burmese paso
or longyi, especially when you had to go to the toilet. Just imagine!

I met with a humiliating incident all because of the Shan pants. One
day I was cycling to school wearing a Shan suit. In front of me I saw
a group of girls walking to school. On closer look I found that the
girl I had fallen for was among them. I thought I'd chat and walk
along with her to school. So I stopped the bike near them. Unexpectedly,
I went crashing down in front of them. The bicycle, a heavy Humber,
fell on me. My glasses flew off. I felt my ears bursting because of the
loud laughter of the girls. I crashed because I couldn't put my foot to
the ground; my pants had got entangled on the pedal of my bicycle!
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Since then I have grown to hate Shan pants intensely. | wore it as [
could do nothing about it. I think I cannot be blamed if I said that I

didn't even want to be a Shan anymore.

Decision To Be '""Shan"

The fact that I was fed up with being Shan lasted only about a year.
U Tin Ko Ko was detained during the 1963-64 Academic Year. Nobody
knew why he was detained. Later, a person who had been released
from detention said that U Tin Ko Ko, on arrival at Insein Jail, was
asked by fellow detainees why he was detained. He replied that he

Shan Traditional costume
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still couldn't think of the
reason for his detention. He
said he believed there was
none stauncher than him in
the Shan Council who
supported the Government.

Although the reason for his
detention was not known,
his directive concerning the
Shan language and the Shan
suit was revoked. A teacher
said, "There is no cloth (raw
material) for making Shan
suits. So, you had better
wear pasoes," | remember.
The course of my life began
to change starting from that
year with the issue of the
new directive. Human
nature is indeed strange.
You don't want to do a thing
if you are asked to do it. But



you are dying to do it if you are forbidden. Especially, an order given
without a good cause will meet with opposition. If, for instance, they
had said Shan suits were hand woven and handmade and hence
expensive. So those who could afford might wear them. But those
who couldn't afford might wear longyis, [ would have understood and
accepted the directive. Now, without any reason or explanation, they
withdrew the teaching of the Shan language and forced the Burmese
longyi upon us. Instead of feeling relieved and overjoyed, I was
overwhelmed with resentment.

Some of my Shan friends didn't know how to wear longyis. They had
to use belts to keep their longyis in place. Some use bamboo strips
instead of belts. It made me laugh and at the same time very angry.
Later, we met Shan students from other towns. They told us that they
made Shan pants out of Burmese longyis and wore them to school.

"What is the fault with learning the Shan language?"

"Is it a crime to wear Shan pants?" Such rebellious questions arose
in my mind. From then on I sought teachers to teach me the Shan
language. I happily wore Shan pants whenever the occasion arose. It
was indeed satisfying going against the wish of the authorities.

In this way, I, who was happily marching on the path of becoming a
Bama (Burman), turned back with a grimace to become a Shan again.
At first when I spoke Shan, my vocabulary ran out. I was at a loss for
words. Now when I speak and write Burmese, [ have to think hard
to find the appropriate words. Who is to blame for this? Can such a
short-sighted command system help to stabilize the Union? Or, isn't
it rather a system for the making of rebels?
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Are Shan Descendants Of Italians?

No two national races are alike in their basic characteristics. Whenever
I think of how I became a Shan rebel, the following humorous story
automatically springs to mind:

International tycoons are holding a convention on an ocean liner.
Suddenly a crack develops and the ship begins to sink. The captain
orders his assistant to go and tell the passengers to get into the lifeboats.
In a little while the assistant comes back and reports that the passengers
are refusing to go into the lifeboats. The captain blames his assistant
for not being up to the mark. He orders the assistant to wait for him
while he goes to deal with the problem. It doesn't take him five minutes
to return. He tells his assistant to hurry as they are the only ones left
on the ship. The assistant wants to know how he managed to pull it
off so fast. The captain answers:

“I told the British tycoon it's sporting to go down into the lifeboat.
He went at once. To the French I said it's chic to get into the lifeboat.
He went without any further ado. With the German I said it's an order.
He obeyed immediately. To the Italian tycoon I said I totally forbid
you from getting into the boat. He climbed onto the boat in defiance.”

The assistant asks, "What did you say to the American?"
The captain replies:

“He was easier to handle than the rest. I just told him he was insured.
He went down into the boat happily.”

21



From Left To Right

I have already explained how the "Rebel Mentality" got into me. As
befitting a rebellious young man, I began to look for like-minded
people and it was not difficult for me to find them. Because at that
time

e The Rangoon University 7 July 1962 massacre had just taken
place;

e The 1963 peace talks had broken down;

*  The Government's demonetization of K 100 and K 50 banknotes
in 1964 had left the Shan poorer by hundreds of thousands;

e Private newspapers were nationalized in 1965;

e The 1966 Cultural Revolution of Mao Zedong had become the
pivotal center of world revolution;

e The outbreak of rice problem in 1967 had caused the Sino-Burman
riots;

* The occupation of the Shan-Chinese border by the CPB
(Communist Party Burma) in 1968 with Chinese help had taken
place;

* The Revolutionary Council rejected the "Federal Proposal"
submitted by the 33-member Advisory Committee.

So, the situation was favorable for anti-government activities.

During that time there were political movements every year. Although
[ didn't participate personally, I was close to the participants and was
in touch with them. They gave me documents to read and I discussed
with them. At first [ was quite interested in the Burmese Socialist
Programme Party's Correlation Theory. But as I continued my
preference turned to Communism. I felt that the doctrines propounded
by the Chinese were more in conformity with the situation of our
country.
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Mao Zedong and Edgar Snow (Author of the Red Star Over China) meet in
Yan’an city in 1936

The books and documents that finally made me take the path of
rebellion were:

* Red Star Over China by Edgar Snow, and
*  Treatises by Taunggyi U Tun Myint, especially "Secession or
Unification” and “Grievances of the Shan State "

U Tun Myint (1920-1997) said that Shan State was a separate entity.
Hence the need for the Panglong Agreement. It was also granted
secession by the Constitution. The Shan had hoped that the Union
system would solve the problems of the Shan State. So they
participated in the building of the Union. But the situation had become
worse —"Out of the frying pan into the fire". U Tun Myint continued,
"If we cannot liberate ourselves from this situation, we will have to
let go all our legitimate rights."
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I haven't spoken to U Tun Myint in person.’ But I'm intimate with his
brother-in-law Sao Siha Tint and his son Sai Zeya Aung. [ have often
discussed his treatises with them. I still hold him in high regard.

"Red Star Over China" tells us about the oppressed Chinese people;
how they rose up against their oppressors; how they solved the
problems of food, clothing, shelter, education, health etc. despite a
revolution being waged. The following words by Mao Zedong
captured my heart:

"For a people being deprived of its freedom, the revolutionary task
is not immediate socialism, but the struggle for independence. We
cannot even discuss communism, if we are robbed of a country in
which to practice it."

After going underground, I read Stuart Schram's Mao Tse-tung. In
that book I learnt that the Communist Party of China (CPC), while
struggling for National Liberation (1937-1945), had suspended class
struggle. To achieve the unity of people of all classes, it suspended
land confiscation and dismissal of landowners. I began to see more
clearly how I should go about working for the liberation of my own
country — the Shan State.

These books and treatises were like searchlights showing the way out
to someone like me who was trying to find solutions to the various
problems in his country.

* He was in Insein jail, 1962-1970.
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Shan Literature
Sao Harn Yawnghwe once said:

“Same script, same spoken language — that'’s English.
Same script, different spoken languages — that'’s Chinese.

ST

Different scripts, same spoken language — that's Shan/Tai

According to a 2004 research, there are 90 million people who speak
the "Shan or Tai" language. It stands 13th in the most spoken language
of the world. In Asia it stands 6th. There are over ten kinds of Tai
scripts. Among them the Thai, Lao, Zhuang, Khun (also called
Dhamma script), Great Shan and Mao Shan etc. are well known.

Thai script and Thai speech are the most used outside the Shan State.
Within the Shan State and the Union of Burma, the script and speech
of the Great Shan are the most used. Like the Burmese script, it has
its origin in the Mon script. Most of the letters are similar to the
Burmese's. Therefore, it can be learnt most easily by Shans.

\/)-

7

Sao Harn Yawnghwe (with glasses) standing in the middle
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But this Shan script had a flaw. A word could be pronounced in 15
different ways. Some even had 18 different sounds. Therefore, if a
person didn't know the Shan language beforehand, the problem could
be really great.

So, at the start of the Second World War, the revision and changing
of the old script began. The result was the new script most of us are
using today. It enables us to write the pronunciations correctly. But
when the Revolutionary Council came to power, it was considered
to be the script of the feudal Sawbwas and was prohibited from being
taught at schools.

This was unacceptable to most of the people. If you are against
feudalism and the feudal lords, it is natural that you would want to
destroy all their literature. But it is not at all acceptable if you forbid
the teaching of a script just because it was created by the feudal lords.
The English, the Chinese and even the Burmese scripts just being
used now by everybody were all nurtured during the feudal age.
Shouldn't these scripts be discarded and new scripts invented? Why
was the Shan script alone forbidden? It was only right and fair that
these questions were asked.

It is human nature to resist when oppressed. If one end is pressed
down, the other end will rise up. So, Shan youths, who were not
allowed to form political parties, formed literary and cultural
associations permitted by the Revolutionary Council and thus came
into being the campaign to teach the new Shan script which was
unacceptable to the Government.

On the other hand if the Government had not prohibited the teaching
of the new Shan script, the number of people who can read and write
Shan cannot be in the hundreds of thousands as it is today. Even a
thousand or two would be an overestimate.
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In China, the ethnic minorities are facing this problem because their
languages are not prohibited. Once, I met a Shan literary scholar from
Xixuangbanna, a Shan autonomous region in China. When I told him
I envied them, he replied that he also envied us Great Shans. I asked
him in surprise why he envied us, oppressed as we were. He answered
thus:

"You have heard of the Shan proverb 'Fish live when the water is hot,
but die when the water is cold’, haven't you? You, Great Shans, have
to live under oppression. You are like fish in hot water. You cannot
die. We, who are free from oppression, are like fish in cold water. We
will die if we can't find a way out. Most of our youths do not want to
learn the Shan language as they can learn it freely. They are after
Chinese literature and Chinese culture." His answer is in total
agreement with my life experience, isn't it?

Conference of Shan literature at Shan Council Office (Tiger Head Office) -
(Currently Shan State Legislature)
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In 1969, a Shan Literary Conference was held in Taunggyi from 13
to 15 January. The Conference asked the Government to withdraw
its prohibition of the new Shan script. As the Government didn't give
its consent, the Conference came to an inconclusive end.

On 2 June of that year, the Revolutionary Council rejected the Federal
Proposal submitted by the 33-member Advisory Committee. These
two episodes triggered my decision to leave urban life and go
underground.

From Underground Back To Urban Life

I served 27 years (from 1969 to 1996) in the revolution. As this part
is irrelevant to the title "The Making Of A Rebel", I will not talk about
it much.

When 1 first went under-
ground, I discussed with
others the forming of a
Shan State Communist
Party. At that time in Indo-
china, Communist Parties
were waging victorious
wars against the American-
led SEATO forces. So,
quite a lot were interested
in the forming of a Com-
munist Party. But when I
met General Gawn Zerng
alias Bo Moe Hein and
heard of his experiences,
this plan of mine had to be
General Sao Gawn Zerng (a) Bo Moe Hein, cancelled.

founder of Shan State Communist Party
(center)
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Bo Moe Hein joined the People's Army led by the Communist Party
in 1952. At that time, the Communist party was fighting only against
the AFPFL Government. It was not waging a class struggle. So, it
enjoyed considerable support in Midland Shan State, known as Myelat.

But in 1954, the Communist Party laid down its Agrarian Revolution
and classified the Shan people into two strata: the landowner (the
oppressing class) and the poor peasant (the oppressed class). Land
and properties of the oppressing class were to be confiscated. People
in authority were to be stripped of their power. Then land was to be
distributed to the poor peasants. When authority was thrust upon the
poor peasants who didn't have an inkling about governing, everything
was thrown into chaos.

Bo Moe Hein's group, led by Bo Min Thaung, argued that as the party
was still engaged in a national liberation struggle, multi-class unity
must be maintained and enhanced. The time was not ripe to do away
with this unity. But the Communist Party didn't accept this. So, on
12 May 1956, they revolted and set up the Shan State Communist
Party. (According to communist jargon it was a counter revolution.)

After setting up the Shan State Communist Party, they contacted
China to ask for the recognition of Cominform.*

The Chinese Communist Party was categorically against this
Their reply:

1. Burma and Shan State are considered a single country.

2. They do not recognize the Panglong Agreement.

3. In a country, there must be only one single Communist Party
representing the proletariat. And only that one single party will
be granted recognition.

* It was already dissolved on 17 April 1956.
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4. In Burma too, only the CPB led by Thakin Than Tun is granted
recognition. Even the Red Flag Party led by Thakin Soe is not
granted recognition.

Thus the newly formed Shan State Communist Party (SSCP)
automatically came to an abrupt end. My own endeavors to form the
Shan State Communist Party came to an end there and then too. Later
the Shan State Progress Party (SSPP) led by Colonel Sam Mong tried
to get China to recognize it as the Proletarian Party of Shan State.
This, too, failed.

Thakin Than Tun, leader of the Communist Party of Burma (CPB) and
Thakin Soe, leader of the Red Flag

After the Communist Party of Burma began to weaken in 1977, there
emerged another danger for the Shan Revolution — the narcotic drugs
problem. The April 1983 military operation of the Burmese army
against the Shan United Revolutionary Army (SURA) proved that
narcotics and politics are interrelated. According to the Shan soldiers
who took part in the operation and the Shan villagers who had to
contribute forced labor as porters, the Burmese army columns seized
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them and forced them to carry all the paraphernalia for making heroin.
On arrival at Sankarng, on the Thai border, they placed the
paraphernalia properly. Then photographs were taken by some whites
who arrived by helicopter. This showed the Americans that the narcotic
drugs they were sorely afraid of and the rebels were one and the same.
It indirectly highlighted the message that if the rebels were defeated,
then, narcotic drugs, too, would be no more.

The outcome of this military operation was that U Ne Win got
American aid for his civil war. Another outcome: Three forces of the
Shan Resistance signed an agreement of solidarity and formed the
Shan State Restoration Council (SSRC) and the Mong Tai Army
(MTA).

Intercepted Burmese military intelligence reports revealed that until
1995, the MTA was the most powerful among the organizations
defying the Government. But due to weaknesses and failings in the
leadership, there was an internal uprising in mid-1995 and everything
was thrown into disarray. The MTA leader Sao Khun Sa went back
on his words to fight to the bitter end, and surrendered to the
Government on 7 January 1996. But the Restoration Council of Shan
State / Shan State Army (RCSS / SSA) led by Sao Yawd Serk is
continuing the struggle up to now. Had the Government accepted the
proposal put forward jointly by the Shan State Army (SSA) North
and the Shan State National Army (SSNA) in September 1996, he,
too, would have certainly become a party to the then ceasefire
agreement.

But the then Government, the State Peace and Development Council
(SPDC) did not accept the proposal. Only in 2011, when General
Thein Sein became President and offered peace talks, did General
Yawd Serk accept a ceasefire and agree to hold peaceful political
discussions. He is now well on the road to cooperation and building
a true Union.
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It was the same with me too. Together with my colleague Sai Hseng
Zeun (aka U Sein Kyi), [ restarted the Shan Herald Agency for News
(SHAN)® in Chiangmai, Thailand in 1996. Our motto is "To fight
against falsehood and lies with truth and honesty". We have been
reporting news and true occurrences that take place in the Shan State
in Shan, Burmese, Thai, English and Chinese up to this day.°

I welcome and support President U Thein Sein's policy of solving in
peace the problems the Union is now facing. The thoughts, speeches
and actions of our former leaders had alienated the ethnic races and
turned them into rebels. I pray that our present leaders may avoid the
mistakes of the past, think, talk and act in such a way that the ethnic
races will become eternal blood comrades and kin. Pledging as a
media man to contribute substantially to this purpose, I conclude my
treatise. | hope it sheds some light on how rebels are made.

Shan Sao Pha (Sawbwa) before Federated Shan States was formed

5 It was formed in 1991.
¢ Due to lack of funds, it has not been able to maintain its Thai and Chinese sections.
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How To Be Masters
“If men could learn from history, what lessons it might teach us!”
Samuel Coleman

The British annexed Upper Burma in 1885 and enacted Direct Rule.
The Shan State (then known as the Shan States) was annexed in 1887,
after the signing of treaties, and Indirect Rule was laid down. That
means the local Sawbwas were given administrative power over their
respective princely states. In 1922, the 33 Sawbwa states were unified
and federalism was established to effect a more competent
administration. The 33 (later 34) States were:

1. Shan 21 States
2. Danu 7 States
3. PaO 2 States
4. Kayan 1 State
5. Kokang 1 State
6. Palaung 1 State
7. Wa 1 State

*  According to this system, all the Sawbwas could freely rule over
their respective States, subject to the counsel of British officers.

*  They had the right to attend the Federal Council chaired by the
British Commissioner and participate in the discussions on the
affairs of Shan State.

*  Theallotted revenues from different States were used as a Federal
fund.

* The yearly entitlements and liabilities with the Burmese
Government were laid down and the yearly balance was used as
a Federal fund.
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Examples of Entitlements to the Shan State from Burma Proper

*  Income tax from the sale of natural resources of the Shan State
*  Taxes levied on imports to the Shan State
*  Revenues from railways, post offices etc. levied in the Shan State

Example of Liabilities from the Shan State to Burma Proper

*  Defense expenditure (proportionately)
*  Foreign affairs expenditure (proportionately)
*  Expenditure on minting coin (proportionately)

This kind of system in which you have the responsibility to give and
the right to receive is called Liabilities. As you can freely manage
your financial affairs within the set limits, it is also called Financial
Autonomy.

Note: It is stated in the Panglong Agreement that this financial
Autonomy shall be maintained. It even goes further to say "One kyat
for the Burmese and one kyat for the Shan shall be a reality”. But in
practice it was never disclosed what and how much was taken from
the Shan State, and how much was the Shan State entitled to. All this
just vanished after independence and the monetary allotment granted
to the Shan State came to be known as Subsidies.

Not that this system practiced under the British was entirely flawless.
There were several unsatisfactory points.

For instance,

e The Chairman of the Shan Federal Council was the British
Commissioner.

* Inthe Federal Council there was no system of making a decision
by the majority votes of the Sawbwas. They could only give
counsel which might either be taken or rejected.
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*  There were no representatives of the people.

*  Many development works were done in Burma Proper. But in
the Shan State, although a vast amount of natural resources were
extracted, development works were minimal.

But these problems were not serious enough to cause a rebellion. The
Sawbwas considered them to be problems that could be solved by
negotiations. So there was no armed rebellion to speak of. Crimes
were extremely rare too. So the British deployed only two battalions
in the whole Shan State (Northern, Southern and Eastern). In the
whole of Burma, there were only 15 battalions. Now, in the whole
country, there are nearly 600 battalions. Even then there is no peace
in the country. They cannot govern it well. This shows that as masters
they are inferior to the British.

Teaching of the Shan Language

When Shan State was under the British rule, the compulsory languages
were English and Burmese. Shan was only an optional language. The
official languages, too, were English and Burmese. According to
researcher John Cady, it was not British policy to subjugate Burma
forever. They wanted to maintain its unification when they had to
leave it in the future.

So, Burmese was taught along with English and was made official
language like English. The French combined Viet Nam, Laos and
Cambodia and called the territory French Indochina. The British could
have done likewise and called this territory British Indochina. But
they didn't do so. Instead, they called it Burma. The British on the
one hand, had left some bad heritage as the Burmese leaders accused.
But, on the other hand, it can be seen that they had left some good
heritage as well.
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So, even the late Chao Tzang Yawnghwe said: "Modern-day Burmese
leaders, instead of blaming the British, should thank and honor them
for choosing them as their successors."

Hseng Zeun, the late assistant editor of the Shan Herald Agency for
News also said: "The 1947 Constitution stipulated both English and
Burmese as official languages. But in 1952, in gross violation of the
Constitution, English was abrogated. It was tantamount to destroying
one of the props of national unity." He went on: " If the Burmese
leaders had followed in the British's footsteps, we would all have
become Burmese. But because they don't know how to do their work
properly, we remain Shan and are still not yet emancipated."

I have given you a gist of modern history just as an appetizer. Now,
let's take a glimpse at ancient history. There is a saying in English
— Looking back to move ahead. While we have a long distance to
go forward, we might as well look back at the past a little. By doing
so we will see the rights and the wrongs that have been done.

Shan King of Ava, Sao Hsur Harn Pha (AD 1527 — 1543)



Glimpses of the Shan-Burmese History
“History is about facts and who's telling the story.”
(Smallville TV series)

Burmese history says that the Shan king of Ava, Tho Han Bwa (1527-
1543), known by Shans as Hso Harn Fa, killed more than 360 monks
in 1539. Harvey's Burmese history depicts him as a full-blooded
savage. Two hundred years later, the king of Shwebo U Aung Zeya
(1752-1760) killed more than 3,000 Mon monks either by trampling
them by elephants or burning them alive in tightly closed buildings.
But he was not only praised as a Buddha-to-be but also honored by
having his statue erected together with Anawrahta and Bayintnaung
in Naypyidaw.

Here these righteous questions arise:

*  Why was Tho Han Bwa considered a savage and U Aung Zeya
a Buddha-to-be? Was it because Tho Han Bwa couldn't kill as
many monks as U Aung Zeya?

* IfTho Han Bwa was a savage, why was not U Aung Zeya one?

*  (Inother words) If U Aung Zeya was considered a Buddha-to-be,
wasn't Tho Han Bwa worthy to be considered, at the very least,
a lesser Buddha-to-be? I believe these are conducive to the belief
that we need to look back at the past to be able to move forward.
So I would like to invite my readers to join me in looking at some
aspects of the Shan history written from the Shan point of view.

According to historians and anthropologists, the Shan, who call
themselves "Tai", live in Asia. Except for the Chinese, they are the
most widespread race in Asia.
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Former palace of Sao Mawnla

The Shan and the Burmese had a relationship even before Anawrahta's
time. But their coexistence became distinct only in Anawrahta's time
(1044-1077).

Anawrahta went on a pilgrimage to the Buddha Tooth Relic in Nanchao
State (Lantsao in Shan). Nanchao is now in the Yunnan Province of
China. As he went through Shan towns and villages, he saw the Shan
culture of agriculture by irrigation. He became very interested and
thought of using this method in Bagan. When he discussed this matter
with Khun Hom Mong, the Mao king, the latter formed an alliance
with him. He presented Anawrahta with craftsmen who were skilled
inirrigation work. He also presented his daughter Princess Sawmunla
(Sao Mawn La in Shan) to Anawrahta. In those days it was customary
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to offer daughters as gifts in relations between States. In the Burmese
history the Mao State was recorded as a less powerful vassal state.
But in the Shan history Bagan was recorded as an ally to help
reciprocally in warding off the Chinese danger.

Anawrahta benefitted much from his pilgrimage to Nanchao and in
consequence Bagan became a country with an abundant supply of
rice and water and other crops. Shan experts on irrigation were
recognized and raised to the ranks of nobles by successive Bagan
kings. When Narathihapate became king, the Shan experts who rose
to the ranks of nobles were Athinkaya, Rajathingyan and Thihathu.
In Burmese history they were known as "Three Shan brothers".
Although some Burmese historians considered them Burmese, Shan
historians said they were Shan but Burmanized as they had lived so
long in the Burmese community. They even had Shan names.

Athinkaya = AiHseng Khai
Rajathingyan = Yi Hseng Kam
Thihathu = Hsarm Hseng Hsai

The world-renowned historian
Dr Than Tun had also remarked.
"It was found that the Shan who
arrived in Central Burma soon
became Burmanized".

Dr. Than Tun,
historian ( 1923 -2005)
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The Rise Of The Three Shan Brothers

In 1287, the Mongolian Emperor reigning over China sent a diplomatic
mission to Bagan to demand gifts. King Narathihapate executed these
diplomats and the Mongolian army marched on Bagan. The Bagan
king made good his escape by drifting down the Irrawaddy River. He
was still known in Burmese history as "the king who ran away from
the Chinese". At that time "the Three Shan brothers" had their
stronghold in the Kyaukse Region, the rice bowl of that area. They
began to grow in strength and in 1298 removed King Kyawswa by
staging a coup.

Descendants of the Bagan kings were not happy over this uprising
and asked for Chinese aid. So the Mongolian army marched on Bagan
again in1300. The three Shan brothers put up a valiant fight and
defeated the Mongolian army. Then they sent diplomats to talk and
secure peace with the long-term advantage of the country in view.

With the recognition on of the Mongolian Emperor, descendants of
the three Shan brothers founded Pinya, Sagaing and Inwa (Pangya,
Zey Kiang and Ava) and ruled over what is now Upper Burma for
more than 250 years.

Kublai Khan
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Emperor Hsur Khan Pha

In the Glass Palace
Chronicles, Mao Emperor
Hsur Khan Pha (1311-
1364) was mentioned as
"Tho Han Bwa, Lord of
the Nine Hundred
Thousand". Thatin 1363,
his younger brother Tho
Chi Bwa attacked and
destroyed Sagaing and
Pinya. But Shan history
had it that it was Emperor
Hsur Khan Pha's nephew
Hso Zeun Fa (Tho Kyin
Bwa) who came to attack
Sagaing and Pinya.

According to records in

Shan emperor, Sao Hsur Khan Pha
' >
JG Scott's (Scott of Shan (AD 1311 - 1364)

Hills) Upper Burma and

Shan States Gazetteer, Hsur Khan Pha's authority ranged far and wide:
to Assam in the west, Dali in the north, Laos in the east, Northern
Thailand in the south-east and Myeik, Dawei in the south.

His military, political and diplomatic skills were such that he won the
respect of even the Mongolian kings of China. So if today's Burmese
leaders really want to work for the non-disintegration of the Union,
the non-disintegration of national solidarity, and the perpetuation of
national sovereignty, they should honor not only Anawrahta,
Bayintnaung and Alaungpaya but also the Shan Hsur Khan Pha and
the Mon Rajadirit (Rajadhiraj). If they don't wish to honor these
persons, then they have no need to honor Anawratha, Bayintnaung
and Alaungpaya either.
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If this criticism is seen in comparison with the Tho Han Bwa-
Alaungpaya criticism, it can clearly be seen why the "Three Causes"
of today's Burmese leaders remains unsuccessful.

Tho Ngan Bwa

Nine years after the death of Hso Khan Fa, the Mongol's Yuan Dynasty
came to an end and the Chinese's Ming Dynasty began. During the
Ming Dynasty, the Chinese tried to recapture and spread the influence
they had lost in the Yuan Dynasty. It was the two brothers Hso Ngam
Fa (Tho Ngan Bwa) and Hso Khi Fa (Tho Chi Bwa) who defied the
plan of the Chinese. They were great-grandsons of Emperor Hso Khan
Fa.

Historian D.G.E. Hall wrote that the Chinese made war on them
because they were out to re-establish their ancestor Hso Khan Fa's
Kingdom. But they were unlike Hso Khan Fa. Hso Khan Fa fought
and won the war first, but then sent his eldest son to present gifts and
establish cordial diplomatic relations with China. But Hso Khi Fa
and Hso Ngam Fa, like the Bagan king Narathihapate, ignored the
diplomatic approach.

The result was that in the protracted war, the brothers lost. They went
to the Inwa (Ava) king Narapate for refuge. U Ba Than's school
textbook Burmese History states that when the Chinese came to ask
for them in the year 807 (BE) (1445), the Inwa king gave them up
"with a view to the future good of the country".

Shan history said that Hso Khi Fa, who knew beforehand that they
would be given up, killed himself by taking poison. So the Chinese
got only his younger brother Hso Ngam Fa alive. (Some history books
say that it was Hso Ngam Fa who took poison, not Hso Khi Fa).
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Kham Kai Noi

Nothing was written about
Hsenwi Kham Kai Noi (1545-
1605) in Burmese History. But
Shan History and Thai History
wrote quite a lot about him. He
was known in connection with
Thai King Naresuan (1555-
1605) whom the Burmese
called Byanarit.

If Bayintnaung was the most
venerated warrior king in
Burmese History, it was King
Naresuan who enjoyed the
same status in Thai History.

In those days whenever there Thai King Naresuan

was a war between two nations,

the son or sons of the defeated king were taken hostage by the
victorious king. They were taken to the Royal City of the victorious
king to be raised there.

That was how Hsenwi’s Kham Kai Noi and Ayuddhaya’s Naresuan
came to live together in the Royal City of Bago. After the passing of
Bayintnaung in 1581, Naresuan rose in rebellion and Kham Kai Noi
stood by him.

According to Shan historian Nang Khur Hsen, Naresuan wanted to
be like Bayintnaung. His intention was to found an empire like
Bayintnaung. U Ba Than's Burmese History mentions him as a man
of prowess, well-qualified and skilful in matters of warfare. He
defeated the Burmese forces time and time again. The Shan people
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also supported his intention. So, with the help of Kham Kai Noi, he
took over the whole of Shan State in 1600. Kham Kai Noi himself
recaptured Hsenwi. But no sooner had he taken over than both King
Nyaungyan of Inwa and China demanded traditional gifts and taxes
from him. In those days it was the custom for and also the duty of the
conquering country (the recipient of gifts) to give protection to its
vassal (the offeror of gifts). But if the vassal refused or failed to offer
gifts although it had done so before, the conquering country took
drastic measures against it so that other vassals wouldn't dare to follow
its example. Kham Kai Noi decided that he was indebted only to the
Thai king for getting back his throne. So he wouldn't offer gifts to
anyone but Naresuan. He stood firmly by his decision.

So he was attacked by the Burmese on one side and the Chinese on
the other. He was wedged in between the Burmese and the Chinese
forces. Naresuan, to help Kham Kai Noi and also to extend his
authority, marched to the Shan State. But on reaching Mong Hang,
now in Mong Ton Township, he suddenly became very ill and died.
So without the help of the Thai forces, Kham Kai Noi lost the war
and consequently his throne. Hsenwi was divided between the Chinese
and the Burmese. The present day Northern Shan State was known
as Hsipaw and Hsenwi then. Hsenwi was so large that it included the
former lands of the Shan Sawbwas which are now inside China.

Moral

What conclusions can we draw from the above historical glimpses
of the Shan-Burmese relations?

It will be seen that the three Shan Brothers and Hso Khan Fa played
active roles in significant circles of Burmese politics because they
got on well with the Chinese. But Hso Khi Fa, Hso Ngam Fa and
Kham Kai Noi, who didn't fare too well with the Chinese, lost their
existing territory, power and authority.
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Sao Khun Sa and Prince Pu Ren — a visit to Homong Headquarters in 1990

In Shan-Burmese relations, the Chinese play a role much more
important than this. If one reads my life experiences, one will see that
the Burmese military dictatorship continues to exist till today because
China refused to recognize the Shan State Communist Party (SSCP)
formed by Bo Moe Hein and his comrades.

Not only that. On 12 December 1993, Sao Khun Sa declared the
Independence of Shan State. Not long after that a Chinese delegation
visited his Homong headquarters. Sao Khun Sa told them that he
wanted Chinese aid for the liberation of Shan State. The Chinese
delegation's reply in brief was: "So long as you have your base on
the Thai border, we cannot help you. If you want help from us, you
need to keep your base on the Chinese border."

So, during 1994-1995, Sao Khun Sa sent tens of thousands of his
troops to the Chinese border. But the Chinese reportedly tipped off

45



the Burmese army and the MTA forces were intercepted on their way
to the Chinese border and thrown into disarray. Because of this there
was dissatisfaction in the organization, leading to an uprising, the
outbreak of mutiny and defection. Finally, Sao Khun Sa, unable to
cope anymore with the situation, surrendered to the Burmese
Government on 7 January 1996.

Sao Khun Sa stayed in Yangon after his surrender. From one of his
personal assistants who visited Thailand, it was learnt that he (the
assistant) met in Yangon a member of the Chinese delegation that
visited Homong. He accused the Chinese man of being disloyal. He
told the Chinese man that the MTA disintegrated because of Chinese
betrayal.

Far from being angry, the Chinese official listened smilingly and said,
"Please think carefully again. I'm neither Khun Sa's man nor am I a
Shan. I'm a Chinese citizen working for the Chinese Government. |
have to shoulder the responsibility given to me by my Government.
How can I do anything not in the interest of China? I can only do
things that are in the interest of my country."

He obviously meant that the Independence of Shan State was not in
the interest of China. Chao Tzang Yawnghwe and his colleagues knew
this position of the Chinese. So when they were leading the SSA,
they didn't demand total independence. They modified the demand
and asked for true federalism instead. Today only a handful of those
who adamantly want total freedom for the Shan State are left.

On the other hand, although China practices the unitary system, its
attitude and policy towards the ethnic minorities are a lot more
enlightened than those of the Burmese dictators. A Shan friend of
mine from China once told me, "It is true that we are governed by
the Chinese. But we are able to live like human beings. We enjoy
human rights. The rights of the nationalities here are a lot better than
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those in Burma. So, we wouldn't revolt against the Chinese
Government even if we were offered ten thousand dollars a month.
But if we had to live a life like yours, we would certainly revolt even
if we didn't get a cent."

The Shan Herald Agency for News (SHAN) once conducted a poll
of the Shan people who are wedged in between the Burmese and the
Chinese: If they were given the chance to choose, which country
would they choose to unify with?

Of course, the answer was clear.

No one can say with certainty that this situation will not occur in the
future. If the situation came to that, how would the Burmese continue
to control the remaining regions of other nationalities? What are the
Burmese going to do if they were left alone by themselves? So, the
Burmese need to change their policy and their mind before it is too
late.

The Burmese Had An Intense Hatred For The Shan

When we talk about the Shan-Burmese
relations, it would be incomplete if we
left out these episodes.

Hsipaw’s Khun Kya Bu, a signatory of
the Panglong agreement, had written
thus:

A Sawbwa of Yawnghwe once invited
a much respected personage in Burma
to come and serve as minister in his
court. (The Burmese still have deep
respect for him today). But the honorable
personage declined the invitation. Later,

Khun Kya Bu
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when asked why he declined the
invitation, he replied that he
couldn't serve a foreign master:
he didn't want to be a slave of an
alien. This answer reflects the
attitude of the Burmese towards
the Shan. As rulers they say
sweetly that we are brothers, but
in their innate nature they still
cannot foster the noble spirit of
indiscrimination. They still have
along way to go to become rulers
with an indiscriminating spirit.

Let's look at the not so distant
past. When the military took over
power in 1962, they detained
many people, most of them Shan
leaders. Sao Shwe Thaike, the
Sawbwa of Yawnghwe and also

Sao Shwe Thaike (Prince of
Yawnghwe), the first President of
the Union of Burma

the first President of the Union of Burma and Sao Kya Hseng, the
Sawbwa of Hsipaw were among them. Not long afterwards Sao Shwe

Thaike died
mysteriously in
custody. The reason
of his death was never
known. Sao Kya
Hseng disappeared
without a trace. He
hadn't been seen or
heard of ever since.

Prince of Hsipaw state, Sao Kya Seng and Mahadevi
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U Tun Myint (Taunggyi), the original
author of 1961 Federal Proposal was
inhumanely tortured both physically and
mentally. He was lucky to be alive when
he was released.’

The military, after the coup in 1988,
called a National Convention, purportedly
to draw up the Constitution. The
nationalities formed respective advisory
councils to discuss their rights to be put
up at the National Convention. Nothing
happened to them.
The Shan were the
last to form an
advisory council.
The Burmese
Government even
encouraged them to
do so. But soon
after the advisory
council was formed,
the members were Wizjor Glzmael ko 5
arrested and given
unheard of prison
sentences of 79
years, 85 years, 93
years and 106 years.

prison sentenced to 106 years

7On 2 March 1970, two
years after other detainees
were released.

Sai Nyunt Lwin
prison sentenced to 85 years
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Sao Hkun Tun Oo
prison sentenced to 93 years

U Myint Than
prison sentenced to 79 years
(died in prison)



The late veteran Shan politician U
Shwe Ohn asked in one his articles:
"Why are the Shan hated so much?"

For three years from 1996 to 1998,
people living in almost 1,500
villages, in 11 townships of Central
Shan State were forcibly driven out.
Those who were left behind and
those who went back for their
properties were killed. Women were
raped before being killed. Even
infants were not spared. Former
attaché U Aung Lin Htut wrote that
Senior General Than Shwe had
commanded not even “a 25 ticals”

Areas of forced relocation in 1996-98

Shan politician, U Shwe Ohn
(1925 -2010)

(about one pound,
meaning a baby in its
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mother’s womb or fetus)
was to be spared.

A Shan national Phon
Wanakamon, a retired
general of the Thai army,
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had made this remark:
"The Burmese hate the
Shan because of the
Thai. The Burmese hate
the Thai because of the
Shan. But neither the
Thai nor the Shan have
an inkling of why the
Burmese hate them."
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The Thai and the Shan are related by blood and by the languages they
use. The Thai are independent. They live proudly under their own
king. Burmese leaders, being narrow-minded nationalists, do not seem
to be happy about this. So whenever they see the Shan, they are
reminded of the Thai and treat the Shan unjustly. Whenever they see
the Thai, they remember the Shan whom they have wronged and hate
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them still more. This fact can be clearly seen in the compulsory school
text "Thai-Burmese Relations" published in 2001.

What Prince Dighavu told King Brahmadatta (from the 550 Jataka
Tales) is worthy of note here: "Man can forgive someone who has
wronged him. But he can never forgive someone whom he has
wronged.'" 1t is also written in a book that man hates most the person
he has wronged: (Hating with the ugly hatred of a man who has
wronged another).

What about the Shan? Are they totally innocent? No. I have heard
what the Shan says since I was young. "All Burmese are bad. Good
Burmese do not exist. Burmese should not exist."

Shan Sao Phas
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The man who started this saying seemed to harbor a deep grievance
against the Burmese. White Americans also had this to say about Red
Indians: "A good Indian is a dead Indian."

But Shan like us, who have lived for years in the Burmese community
and who have been friends with simple, good-natured Burmese, like
what Sao Khun Sa said: "I have never met people as good as the
Burmese. I have never encountered people as bad as the Burmese
either."

So, let me conclude this chapter by praying that we may meet and
associate only with good Burmese.

Shan State Narcotic Drugs Cycle

“Medellin cartel gone. Then came Cali.
Now, what's next?”
Newsweek, 21 August 1995

When I was young I had to pass through Chinatown on my way to
school. Opium houses were legal in those days. The smell from the
opium house was terrible. So, we children took a deep breath and
dashed past it. We breathed in again only when we were clear of it.
This was our habit until the opium house was shut down. I can't recall
the exact year. (I think it was about 1959). When I told my cousin
about it, he said: "You said opium is not good. But the drug you took
when you caught a cold contains opium." [ was quite taken aback.
When I got a little older, I learnt that the opium used in drugs had to
be bought from India. When I further learnt that the opium grown in
our country was illegal, I was even more astonished. I couldn't
understand at all why we were not allowed to use our homegrown
opium as medicine but had to go out of our way to buy it from a
foreign country. I couldn't understand it then; I still can't understand
it even at this age.
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According to the Netherlands-based Transnational Institute (TNT)
that carries out researches on narcotic drugs, only seven countries
can grow opium legally.

Australia
Britain
France
Hungary
India
Spain
Turkey?®

Nk WD~

The amount of opium they produce can only fill 24% of the world's
need for drugs.

77% of the morphine and codeine made from this legally produced
opium is used by only seven of the most developed countries of the
world. The remaining countries numbering over 180 had to use only
23%. The opium produced in our country is listed as illegal, so the
government cannot make a legal purchase. It has to pay exorbitant
prices to buy from countries that have permission to produce opium.

There are demands in Thailand, Burma's immediate neighbor, for a
legalized opium cultivation. It is ridiculous to destroy the opium
produced in one's own country and then buy it from others at exorbitant
prices. The country has to suffer twice. Instead, it would be better to
designate land for the legal growing of poppy plants, some scholars
were heard to discuss this on Thai PBS TV in July 2012.

In this world not only people of rich countries are sickly. People in
other countries are unhealthy and unfit too. If the rich countries need
opium as medicine, the other 189 countries will need it even more.
So, in connection with this matter, I wish to advise President U Thein
Sein's Government to think seriously taking into consideration the
health of the general public.

8 More countries are growing legally since.
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China: The Origin Of Shan Opium

Burmese Government propaganda has it that the cultivation of poppy
was initiated by the British imperialists. But according to researchers
poppy cultivation arrived in the Kachin and the Shan State in the 18th
century from Yunnan Province, China.

(Left) J.G. Scott (Scott of Shan Hills) a.k.a U Shwe Yoe

In the book "Scott of Shan Hills", J.G.Scott, who had served as
assistant commissioner of Shan States, recorded that when he crossed
the Salween River and arrived at Mongpu-awn, now in Mongpiang
Township, he saw poppy fields planted by the Palaung.

During the reign of the British, poppy cultivation was done on a
commercial basis in the Wa Region (60%), the Kokang Region (30%)
and the Loimaw Region, Sao Khun Sa's native place (10%). The
document "The Opium Question In the Federated Shan States" was
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compiled in 1992. It contained a research paper on the period 1931-
1936. According to the research paper it was estimated that about 100
tons of opium was produced per year.

But more than 60 years after the end of the Second World War, this
situation has become almost the reverse.

* The Kokang Region ceased poppy cultivation in 2003. (But
reports say it has been resumed in Kongyan since 2010).

e The Wa Region prohibited poppy cultivation in 2005 — up to
now.

e The Loimaw Region ceased poppy cultivation in 2006. (But
continuous information says it has been resumed since 2008).°
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Areas of opium poppy cultivation

° The situation may have changed again now.
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The ban of poppy cultivation in these regions resulted in what in
English is call the balloon effect. When pressed in one place, swellings
appear in some other places.

So, in 1999, the military government made a 15—year plan for the
eradication of opium in 39 Shan townships. According to the plan,
poppy cultivation was to have been eradicated in 34 townships by
now. But practically it is not so. Poppy cultivation extended to 49
townships in the 2011-12 season. Other regions outside the Shan State
were engaged in poppy cultivation too with the exception of
Tennassarim, Irrawaddy, Rangoon, Bago and Mon regions. Why did
this happen?

The Sky And The Earth

The British imperialists had learnt a lot from their American colonies.
They had used force to solve dissatisfactions in America, giving rise
to rebellion. Finally, they had to let go their American colonies. So,
they resorted to gentler and subtler methods in dealing with other
colonies.

So, there was rule of law in the whole Shan State including the border
areas. At festivals, Shan youths, as was the vogue in those days,
roamed the fairground with a sword slung across one shoulder and a
musket on the other. The police kept order with truncheons in their
hands. Foreign guests were surprised by this. As stated before, there
were only two battalions in the whole Shan State. They did not cause
any burden to the general public. There was no need for the people
to do extra work to serve them. The Chinese in the Shan State say,
"The Shan work their fields 8 months a year and hold festivals 12
months a year". This is absolutely true. There is even a saying that
the people who are most fond of festivals are kings and Shan.
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During the colonial era, only the Wa, the Kokang and the Loimaw
Regions produced opium commercially. Other Regions grew poppy
mostly for medicinal purposes. But, now, the situation is completely
the reverse, like the sky and the earth.

The British imperialists had governed the Shan State with only two
battalions. If the Burmese Government cannot do so with 200
battalions comprising infantry, armored cars and heavy weapons, then
it is as obvious as an elephant going across a field that their method
of administration is totally wrong.

The Shan people, too, feel that their lives during the colonial era were
much better off. In those days if a farmer toiled for four months, he
could live comfortably for one year. Now, he has to sweat and suffer
all the year round. Before, he enjoyed the fruits of his labors. The tax
levied on him, too, was not so heavy. The income from his fields was
sufficient. But now everything has changed. A Shan poppy cultivator
said that if he hoed the soil five times:

* the first time was to feed the Burmese army;

* the second time was to feed the people's militia (including the
border guards);

e the third time was to feed the rebels

» the fourth time was for the village monastery;

* only the fifth time was for feeding his own family.

When asked if he couldn't refrain from cultivating poppy, he said, "If
I didn't grow poppy, I would have to go and work in Thailand and
send home money. The money would be divided into five portions as
stated earlier and spent accordingly."

So, at present, let alone the Shan, even the tea cultivating Palaung
and the sebesten cultivating PaO have abandoned their tea and sebesten
plantations to become poppy planters.
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Politics Is Pivotal

When speaking about
narcotic drugs, many think
of only the drug lords and
the rebel organizations.
They don't see the hidden
source behind the scene.
Ta Aik Phong, leader of the
Palaung resistance
movement, once said,
"Everyone who has a gun
is involved in narcotic
drugs." He meant that not

Ta Aik Phong,
Palaung State Liberation Front (PSLF)

only the drug lords and the armed revolutionary organizations were
involved in narcotic drugs but also the Burmese army which had the

most guns.

Bo Lar Kham, Wa leader

Bo La Kham, a Wa leader, also told
my assistant editor U Sein Kyi, who
had some Wa blood in him, "After
independence, the White Chinese,
who lost the war to the Red Chinese,
entered the Shan State. The Burmese
army formed the Union Military
Police (UMP) to fight them. The
UMPs were given permission to trade
in opium. Although many thought that
it was the White Chinese who were
involved in the opium trade, in reality,
the UMPs, who had the support and
encouragement of the Government,
were involved too."
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Governments of successive eras have used opium as incentives as
well as weapons. When Khun Sa was fighting against the Shan
revolutionary organizations, the Burmese army ignored his
involvement in narcotic drugs. So those who had capital set up heroin
refineries in his region.

But when he formed an alliance with SURA and SSA and proclaimed
Shan State Independence, his narcotic business dropped. The investors
knew that if they worked with Khun Sa, their products could never
be free from danger.

As the Burmese Government was supporting and encouraging the
United Wa State Army (UWSA) for fighting against Khun Sa, the
entrepreneurs shifted to the Wa organization and invested their capital
in that region. Khun Sa, although famous, was now destitute and
finally was left with no choice but to surrender.

Bao Youxiang, leader of United Wa State Army
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With Khun Sa out of the scene, the Wa continued to have conflicts
with the SSA—South, who were fighting against the Government. But
in 2005, the Wa, realizing that the SSA—South was not a rival either
politically or economically, stopped its military operations although
the Government was urging them to fight on.

The consequence was that in September of that year the Government
captured 496 kg of heroin that came from Panghsang. Wa Chairman
Bao Youxiang’s nephew Aik Pan, who led the convoy, was jailed in
Rakhaing State until early this year. (It is learnt that he has been freed
now).'?

After that, the investors, knowing it was not to their advantage to stay
on with the Wa, shifted to the regions under the influence of the
people's militia who enjoy the nurture and backing of the Tatmadaw
(Burmese Army).

All this shows that unless the Government ceases making war against
the ethnic races, this problem — the cycle of narcotic drugs — will
go on.

There's another factor that makes the drug problem bigger. The
Government is forming more and more new military units and
battalions on the one hand, and on the other hand allowing the soldiers
to fend for themselves on a self-help basis. They must depend on
themselves for their food, clothing and shelter.

This self-help basis is conducive to illegal business the military units
and battalions are engaging in. How are they going to solve their food,
clothing and shelter problems without being involved in this illegal
trade?

102012
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So, the military not only levied taxes on opium cultivators and drug
dealers but in some regions, family members of the soldiers have to
unavoidably work in poppy plantations. This information is
widespread.

There Is A Solution

In the Shan State it would be difficult to find an organization free of
guilt when it comes to narcotic drugs.

*  Peasants who grow opium,;

*  Revolutionary organizations;

e The Burmese army and their people's militia and border guards;
*  Civil servants underfed by the Government;

*  Unscrupulous capitalists; are all involved in drugs.

If the Government and the Opposition can come to a firm political
agreement —

* there will be no need for the Bama Tatmadaw to fight them (the
ethnic armed groups).

* there will be no need for them to fight the Bama Tatmadaw.

*  there will be no need to use drugs either as an incentive or a
weapon, or as a means for the existence of one's unit and battalion.

» rehabilitation work for the people can be done and rule of law
can be enforced.

* unscrupulous elements, too, will have no chance to invest their
capital.

Of course, we will need to discuss many things in detail if we are to
implement this. But the basic requirement is to arrive at a firm political
agreement.
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Sao Yawd Serk and his allies

If we cannot achieve this, then, the eradication of drugs in 2014 will
continue to be just a dream because we are not solving the root cause
but the superficies of the problem.

So, I would like to urge the leaders of the country like the late Chao
TzangYawnghwe said: ""Let's not put out the smoke like before, but
the fire."
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Conclusion

"Had I known the laws of Samsara, Impermanence,
Inconstancy and Insubstantiality like I know them today,
I wouldn't have carried out the March 1962 coup.”

Words of U Ne Win to U Chit Hlaing on 26 July 1995
(from — Once Upon A Time)

U Ne Win

According to Buddhism, working for the good of one's own nationality
is not a vice but a virtue. But if other nationalities have to suffer for
the good of one's nationality, then, that cannot be termed as a deed
of merit, so says Ashin Janakabhivumsa in his writings, especially in
the book "The Future of the Sasana".

Many instances can be found about the Buddha-to-be Himself, in
many of His existences, working for the good of His own nationality
and His own country, the most vivid being "The Janaka Jataka".

In that story, the Buddha-to-be had to protect His country from
intruders. He also had to liberate other countries. He had to negotiate
a political agreement with His enemy state and establish cordial
relations.
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So, if the Burmese leaders truly think of themselves as Buddhists,
they need to re-scrutinize their nationalism in accordance with the
Buddhist way. I don't want to elaborate on this.

The last thing to discuss is — how our Union is to be reconstructed.

In the Buddhist Philosophy, there are two ways of unification: The
Sampayutta Method and the Vippayutta Method. The sages have
likened the Sampayutta Method to Catu Madhura. Catu Madhura is
made up of honey, butter, molasses and sesame oil. After being mixed,
these four ingredients cannot be separated. They become one. The
Burmese leaders seem to favor such kind of unification.

Another way of unification is the Vippayutta Method. This Method
is compared to a mixture of vegetables or salad. A salad is made up
of vegetables, oil, salt, chilli, onion and tomato. Each ingredient
retains its flavor. But the flavor becomes better when all the ingredients
are mixed together. The flavor of all the ingredients combined is better
than the flavor of each ingredient. That's why Dhammabheri
AshinViriya of Taungsun remarked that this is a generous and noble
method of unification. Non-Burmese ethnic races are also for this
method of unification.

For those who do not want to use the Pali words "Sampayutta" and
"Vippayutta", contemporary scholars have coined new terms for them:

. Melting pot for "Sampayutta"
. Salad bowl for "Vippayutta"

So, finally I would like to urge today's Burmese leaders to be generous
and broad-minded as taught by AshinViriya, if they really want the
stability and perpetuity of the Union.
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Leader of Shan National Unity Sao Gawn Zerng (a) Bo Moe Hein
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Name :

Other names :
Date of birth :
Place of birth :

Parents :
Educational

Qualification :

Marriage :

Appendix (A)

Personal History

Gawn Zerng

Gawn Zerng

Bo Moe Hein; Ocinna (Aw Zingna)

20 June 1926, Sunday

Htanaw Village, Laihsak Village Tract, Jurisdiction
of Yawnghwe Sawbwa

Loong Kyaung Hto, Pa Kyaung Chong

Mark Lang Monastery, Learnt Burmese, Shan, and

Pa-O languages
Wives Nang Ya, Nang Mart, 7 sons, 7 daughters
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1944 to 1945 :  Served under Colonel Sao Tun Yin, Sawbwa of
Banyin, during the Resistance against the Japanese

Prince of Banyin, Colonel Sao Tun Yin

1952 : Joined the Communist Party Burma (CPB)

1954 : District Military Commander

1956 : Revolted against the CPB

1958 : Surrendered; contacted Noom Seuk Harn

1959 : Joined Noom Seuk Harn army; Wounded at the
battle of Hwe Aw; left arm amputated

1961 : Founded Shan National United Front (SNUF)
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1964 :

1968 :

1969 :

1983 :

1984 :

Co-founded the Shan State Army (SSA) and the
Shan State War Council (SSWC) founded and led
by Mahadevi Sao Nang Hearn Hkam

Mahadevi Sao Nang Hearn Hkam

Broke away from SSA after the CPB attacked the
Shan State from the adjacent country; Rejoined
Noom Seuk Harn which had its base on the Thai
border

Founded the Shan United Revolutionary Army
(SURA); Laid down anti-communist policy; Formed
an alliance with Kuomintang (KMT) remnant Third
Army

Sounded the clarion call for the unity of Shan State
as CPB's leadership weakened after the passing of
Mao Zedong

Cooperated with SSA — South to establish the Shan
State Restoration Council (SSRC) formerly known
as Tai Revolutionary Council (TRC)
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1985 : Sao Khun Sa's Shanland United Army (SUA)
accepted the call for unity. The combined army was
first called SSA and later changed its name to Mong

Tai Army (MTA).
1990 : Underwent throat cancer operation on 26 June 1990.
1991 : passed away at Lak Taeng Village on the Thai-

Burmese border on 11 July 1991.

Sao Gawn Zerng believed firmly in the four pillars — race, nation,
language (and culture) and religion— since he was young. He also
taught his followers accordingly. Yawd Serk, who had served under
him for four years, is an adherent to these four pillars up to now.

Some Quotations From Gawn Zerng

e Without the liberation of the whole Union, the liberation of the
Shan State is impossible.

e The liberation of the Shan State is logically impossible, but
morally certain.

* Ifwe are to find fault in the forging of unity, I admit [ myself am
not free from fault either.

*  We formed an alliance with the Kuomintang not because we like
them but because we have to depend on Thailand.

*  No matter what other nationalities are saying, in the end their
basic requirements are the same as us.

*  Only if we have principles will the majority be at peace. We
started the revolution so the majority may live in peace. So, it is
imperative that we have principles.

*  Many talk about the eradication of opium. But very few talk
about how to help the Shan peasants and farmers.

*  Tunderstand that according to international law, Thailand cannot
render us any help. But, according to race and religion, I feel
they ought to help us.
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Sao Khun Sa

Name :

Other names :
Date of birth :
Place of birth :

Parents :

Educational

Qualification :

Marriage :
1937 :

1939 :

Khun Sa

Tun Sa; Chang Ch’i-fu (Zhang Qifu)

17 February 1934

Phapheung Village, Loimaw Village Tract,
Jurisdiction of South Hsenwi Sawbwa (now
Tangyan Township)

Khun Ai, Nang Hseng Zoom (grandfather Khun Yi
Hsai was Administrator of Loimaw)

Knew Chinese and can read a little Shan

Wife Nang Kay Yun; 5 sons, 3 daughters

Father passed away; mother remarried Khun Kyi,
Governor of Mongtawm

Mother passed away; lived with stepfather for some
time; Grandfather recalled him; uncle Khun Kya
brought him up

! August in the Burmese original is a typo. This has been corrected here.
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1960 : Accepted offer of Commander of the Eastern
Command and formed the Loimaw militia

1964 : Went underground after the demonetization of
K 50 and K 100 banknotes by the Revolutionary
Council; set up base at Baan HinTaek, on the Thai
border

1967 : After the Golden Triangle Opium War at Baan
Kwan Village, Laos (now the site of Kings Romans
Casino), became Loimaw Militia again

1969 : Detained at Mandalay Jail; his troops went
underground

1973 : SUA kidnapped two Russian doctors and offered to
exchange them with Sao Khun Sa

1974 : Came out of prison and lived temporarily in
Mandalay and Rangoon

1976 : Returned underground and set up base again at Baan
Hin Taek

1977 : Submitted Six - Year Opium Substitution. Plan to
the US Congress, but rejected

1982 : Battle of Baan Hin Taek; capture of Loilang Base
on the Thai border.

1985 : Served as Vice-Chairman of Shan State Restoration
Council headed by Sao Gawn Zerng; set up Homong
headquarters

Sao Khun Sa playing the
Shan drum at a Shan
traditional festival
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1991:

1993 :
1994 :
1995 :

1996 :
2007 :

Elected Chairman after the passing of Sao Gawn
Zerng

Declaration of Shan State Independence
Expansion to Northern and Eastern Shan State
Negotiations with the Burmese Government after
outbreak of mutiny in his forces

Surrendered; moved to Rangoon

Passed away in Rangoon
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Was Sao Khun Sa a fifth columnist of the Burmese Government or
just a pure and simple businessman? Had he truly worked for the
Independence of the Shan State? Many questions are asked about him
and they will continue to be asked.

The following quotations from Sao Khun Sa may supply some answers
concerning these questions. Or they may raise some further questions.

e If we are weak we will have to fight even if we don't want to.
But if we are powerful we won't have to fight even if we want
to. So, we must have military might if we don't want wars.

*  An army must be always ready, but be never used. But if it is
used, it must fight to win.

o Itissaid that the population of the Shan State is about 8 million.'?
Supposing there are 8 members in a family and one is given to
the State as a soldier. It will not be difficult for the remaining
seven to support and feed him. Thus we could easily have an
army of one million men. If we had such a big army, it would
not be necessary for us to fight with anybody. We could easily
get back our country.

*  We have a country
but if we don't
have our own
government there
is no guarantee
whatsoever to
what we may
possess.

Before entering temporary monkhood

12 Population, according to 2014 census, is 5.4 million. The 1996-98 forced relocation
programme, launched by the military government, had displaced at least 300,000. More than
a million are believed to have moved to Thailand alone.
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Donning the yellow robe in Mandalay (1975)

Why haven't I fought yet? Americans and Russians are enemies
too. I must ask why they haven't fought each other yet.
Fighting against a stronger enemy is like preparing soil for
cultivation. Grass and weed must be cleared away first. Only
then can the big tree be cut down.

I can't accept discrimination on grounds of race or religion. It
should be sufficient if people accept one nation, one flag and one
emblem.

We want to depend on our Thai brothers. But they themselves
have to depend on the Americans. We want to depend on our Lao
brothers. But they themselves have to depend on the Vietnamese.
So, on whom are we to depend if we do not depend on ourselves?
Why are there still wars in Burma? It is because Burmese leaders
don't like to share status with people of other ethnic groups. They
share them only among themselves. This Burmese way should
not be followed by people who are trying to develop their country.
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I don't grow opium. I'm just working for the liberation of my
country. It is the people that grow opium. They grow opium not
because they enjoy doing it. They do it because they need to buy
rice and clothing for their families. I've never heard anybody say
they grow opium to destroy other peoples' countries.

We have no one with the skill to export narcotic drugs to foreign
countries. We do not sell them in shops. We stick no bills.
Everywhere we go, we are being watched by Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) agents. In spite of all this, drugs still get
into your country. If your people do not carry them in, then, pray,
who are?

Opium cultivation disappeared in China because the people got
the government they chose. Likewise, in the Shan State, opium
eradication and getting the government of one's choice are
inseparable.

Don't imitate drums and gongs. They emit sound only when
struck. Imitate clocks. They emit sound automatically when it is
time.

Kidnapped Russian doctor
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U Tun Myint (Taunggyi)

Name : U Tun Myint

Other names :  nil

Date of birth : 15 April 1920

Place of birth :  Kan East Quarter, Taunggyi
Parents : U Po Tun, Daw Htwa Phyu

U Tun Myint, a Shan, was born of U Po Tun and Daw Htwa Phyu in
Kan East Quarter, Taunggyi, on 15 April 1920. His father died when
he was a little over one year old. The family moved from Taunggyi
to Bawnang. His mother remarried and moved to Aungban when he
was three. He lived in Aungban until he was five. His schooling began
at a Christian missionary School, Aungban. Then, he moved to Heho
(Haiwo) and attended another Christian missionary School for two
months. He, then, transferred to Saya U Kan Paw Buddhist School.
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He passed the fourth standard from that school. He couldn't go to the
Middle School in Taunggyi and Yawnghwe, so, headmaster U Mya
Phu taught him Middle School lessons and Saya U San Pwint taught
him English free of charge.

High School Student

At 16, he moved to Taunggyi and attended the ABM (American Baptist
Mission) School there. He had to begin from the fifth standard. From
the sixth onwards, he stood first in every class. When he got to the
eighth, his marks in the first terminal test were so good that he was
promoted to the ninth. He got first again in the second terminal test
and was promoted to the tenth without having to sit for the final
examination. From the eighth onwards he was given a free education
and was appointed librarian. He passed the tenth standard with credit
and distinction. While at the ABM School, he was Captain of the
Alaungpaya Team, President of the Buddhist Association, President
of the Newspaper Club and President of the Students' Glory Magazine
Publishing Committee.

Life As A University Student

He joined the University of Rangoon in 1941 to study engineering.
He stayed at Pyi and Tagaung Halls. He was awarded a scholarship
as he got good marks in the tenth standard. He had the privilege of
attending the Special Class (S Class), finished the Intermediate First
Year course in two months and was promoted to the Intermediate
Second Year class.

Member Of DobamaAsiayon

On 23 and 25 December 1941, the Japanese dropped bombs on
Rangoon, and the University closed down. He arrived in Deidaye as
awar refugee. He became friendly with Thakin Ohn Kywe and others
while in Deidaye, joined the Dobama Asiayon (organization) and
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became known as "Thakin Tun Myint." He took part in the activities
of the Dobama Asiayon there. He stayed in Deidaye until BIA Bo
Yan Naing's troops captured it. He planned to join the BIA, but the
plan didn't materialize.

Early Period Of Japanese Occupation

Communications improved and he returned to Taunggyi. He worked
as an apprentice Road Construction Supervisor at the Public Works
Department (PWD) for two months. He had to work in the construction
of Taungleilon — Yeipusan railway line.

State Scholar To Japan

He sat for the Southern Asia Special Scholarship Examination and
stood first. He was chosen as a State Scholar together with Dr Khun
U and U Win Kyu and was sent to Japan for further studies. He stayed
in Tokyo for about a year and studied Japanese literature, language
and the education system of Japan and social customs subjects. On
15 August 1945, Japan surrendered and he had to return to Burma.

Taking An Interest In Politics

On his return from Japan, he had to make a stop at Clark Air Force
Base in the Philippines. From there he continued to Singapore on an
English Red Cross Hospital Ship called Birmingham. On the ship he
met Ko Min Din, an embassy official, who gave him a book to read.
It was "The Challenge Of Soviet" by John Strachey, a British Socialist
ideologist. He grew to like Marxism after reading the book. He decided
there and then to get wholeheartedly involved in politics when he got
back to Burma. It was the first book on politics that U Tun Myint,
whose top priority until then had been education, had ever read.
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2
U Tin Ei, Union of Burma

After getting back to Burma, he came to know Ko Hla Kyi, Ko Tin
Saw, Ko Ba Hein, Ko Thein Pe (U Thein Pe Myint) — all from the
Communist Party — via Ko Min Din. His desire to enter politics grew
more steadfast.

He was one of the ten Shan youths who attended the All Burma AFPFL
Conference held at the middle terrace of the Shwedagon in January
1946.

After the AFPFL Conference, the ten Shan youths, including U Tun
Myint, attended at Ko Ba Hein’s house the ideological, political and
organizational courses given by Thakin Soe, Thakin Tin Mya, Thakin
Than Myaing and Ko Maung Maung Sein. U Tun Myint also attended
the Central Organizational Course Held by the Communist Party.
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Although he had attended the training courses held under the auspices
of the Communist Party, he had never joined it because he could never
get rid of his petit bourgeois nature, he revealed in his autobiography.

The First Panglong Conference

He gave a talk on agriculture at the First Panglong Conference held
from 26 to 28 February 1946. He founded the Shan State Youth
Organization in Taunggyi in April 1946. He served as Education
officer.

The Forming Of Shan State People's Freedom League (Ya Pa La)

He founded the Shan State Freedom League together with Ko Ba Yi,
Ko Tun Pe, Ko San Pe and Ko Ohn Pe (Loilem) on 20 August 1946.
He was the General Secretary. When it was reformed as the Shan
State People's Freedom League (Ya Pa La), he was given the
responsibility of General Secretary again.

At the Second Panglong Conference held in February 1947, in his
capacity as the Ya Pa La General Secretary, he worked to the best of
his ability from behind the scene to make the Panglong Agreement a
success. He, himself, was not at the Conference because he was not
assigned there due to the distribution of duty.

He served as General Secretary once again when the league was
reformed as "Shan State People's Freedom Congress" in March 1947.
The Congress represented the whole Shan State.

In 1951, when Prime Minister U Nu submitted a motion in Parliament
denouncing North Korea as the aggressor, U Tun Myint protested
vehemently and resigned from his post as Parliamentary Secretary.
Because of his protest, the motion had to be put to the vote. It was
the first ever in the history of modern Burmese Parliament. At that
time, almost no one dared to defy U Nu. So, the press praised him in
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bold letters: "A hero has emerged from the Shan State". He became
well-known in the world of Burmese politics as he had the courage
to speak out freely and sharply in Parliament.

The Forming Of People's Unity Party

He founded the People's Unity Party in collaboration with U Thein
Pe Myint and Bo La Yaung (the Thirty Comrades) in 1951. It was
Burma's first ever legal opposition party after independence. He served
as General Secretary of the party.

He was also a Central Committee member of "The World Peace
Congress (Burma)" headed by Thakin Kodaw Hmaing. He retired
from politics from 1953 to 1962 and returned to Taunggyi, Shan State.
He worked in the car business, the timber industry and also as a
contractor. He also served as secretary to the Taunggyi Cooperative
Society.

The People's Volunteer Organization, headed by Bo Po Kun, discarded
arms and returned to the legal fold in 1958. It merged with the People's
Unity Party to become a single party. U Tun Myint was elected as a
Central Committee Member but he did not take any practical part in
the activities of political parties in Burma any more.

*  Attended Inter-State Seminar on Constitutional Amendment held
in Taunggyi, in 1961 as Shan State Representative. Submitted a
proposal entitled "Amendment of the Constitution".

* Active in the Shan State Economics Study Committee.

*  Attended as a Shan representative the Inter-racial Seminar held
at the Broadcasting Station, Rangoon. He seconded the proposal
"Amendment of the Constitution" submitted by Head of State of
the Shan State Sao Hkun Hkio.
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Detained with other Shan State leaders for eight years at the
Insein Annexe when the so-called Revolutionary Council, the
military junta, seized power for the second time. Released on 2
March 1970

Earned his living as a taxi-driver from 1975 to 1980. Got political
pension in 1980. Used to say jokingly when asked, "I take my
fees for being imprisoned."”

Acted as Patron of Taunggyi Strike Committee during the 1988
uprising.

Played a leading role in the forming of the Shan State Nationalities
Democracy League. First served as Vice-Chairman and then as
Patron.

Foreign Countries He had Been To

Japan, as State Scholar, 1943-1945

The United States of America and some European countries, on
a study tour, 1947-1948.

The People's Republic of China, to attend World Peace Congress
as a member of the delegation led by Thakin Kodaw Hmaing.
The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) and some
European Socialist Countries, on a study tour together with
Thakin Lwin and Ko Hla Win (President of University Student
Union).

Books Written By Him

1. Shan State and Sawbwas (1952)

2. Whither Shan State? (1955)

3. Issue on Shan State Unification or Secession (Treatise) (1957)
4. Grievances of the Shan State (1957)

5. Shan State of equal status within the union (1961)"

'3 The Burmese original made mistakes with the dates. They have been corrected here.
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*In 1960, U Tun Myint wrote in "The Vanguard Newspaper" a series
of articles entitled "Are we going to establish a Shan Republic?"
These articles were combined and published in book from under a
new title. The Shan Proposal (Federal Proposal) for Constitutional
Amendment was based on facts contained in this book.

Marriage

It is ironic that the great anti-feudalist U Tun Myint fell in love with
and married a descendant of the feudal lords. The bride was the niece
of Sao Shwe Thaike, the Sawbwa of Yawnghwe and daughter of Sao
Shwe Tint, the Governor of Heho. They had three children, two boys
and one girl. The second son Sai Zeya Aung (Ngao Si Leng-Red
Dawn) joined the Shan State Nationalities People's Liberation
Organization (SSNPLO) and gave up his life in the armed revolution
against the military dictatorship.

U Tun Myint died of throat cancer at his home in Taunggyi at 10:00
am, 17 May 1997. He was 77.

Note: Extracted from "Whither Shan State?" published by SHAN
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Sao Yawdserk,
Chairman of the Restoration Council of Shan State
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Sao Yawd Serk

Name :

Other names :
Date of birth :
Place of birth :

Parents :
Educational

Qualification :

Marriage :

1976 :

Yawd Serk

Kyaw Ohn

24 April 1959

Kunyom Village, Mongyai Village Tract,
Mongnawng Sub-Township, Kehsi Township
Writer Hsang Lu, Nang Loi Kham

State Middle School, Panglong'
Nang Hla Kyi (former wife)
Nang Lern Kham (present wife)
3 sons, 2 daughters

Joined SURA; attended course on wireless
communications; served at Chairman Sao Gawn
Zerng’s communications office.

'* Master degree in Thailand in 2018
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1980 : Attended political and military training courses;
served in military columns.

1982 : Commanding Officer of Battalion 101; active in
the vicinity of Langkher, Mongnai, Namzang,
Kholam and Kengtawng Regions.

1990 : Responsible for Mongton Region, Eastern Shan
State.

1994 : Became well-known for victory at Loi Hin Kawng
battle.

1996 : After the surrender of MTA, re-established SURA,;

merged with SSA/SSNA which took the decision
to use the name  SSA only; an attempt to get
ceasefire status with the Government, but in vain;
1,500 villages from 11 townships in the Southern
Shan State forcefully evicted.

Sao Yawd Serk and famous Thai vocalist Aed Carabao
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""So long as political issues are not solved politically, there will be
demands for secession. To do away with secession, political issues
should be solved politically."

Sao Yawdserk,
Chairman of the Restoration Council of Shan State

1999 : Set up headquarters at Loi Tai Leng, Thai border.

2000 : Formed Restoration Council of Shan State.

2011 : Signed Ceasefire Agreement with Government of
U Thein Sein.

He learnt Thai language and studied politics and military in Thai. At
the Second Union Level Seminar in Kengtung (2012), he asked me
whether English was difficult to learn and whether it would take long.
I replied that a sharp and intelligent man like him shouldn't take too
long to learn English and that there are also modern short cut methods
of the English curriculum.
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Name :

Other names :

Date of birth :
Place of birth :

Parents :

Siblings :

Chao Tzang Yawnghwe

Chao Tzang Yawnghwe

Sao Hso Lern Hpa, Sao Hso Wai, Khun Loom Fa,
Eugene Thaike

26 April 1939

Manor of Yawnghwe, Federated Shan States

Sao Shwe Thaike (Sawbwa of Yawnghwe), First
President of the Union of Burma and Mahadevi
Sao Nang Hearn Hkam (Former Chairperson of
Shan State War Council and daughter of Hsenwi
Sawbwa Hkun Hsang Ton Hoong)

Sao Hso Khan Hpa (Sao Hso)

Sao Hso Lern Hpa (Sao Tzang)

Sao Ying Sita (Sao Ying)

89



Sao Hso Hom Hpa (Sao Mi) [Shot to death at
Rangoon Residence when Bo Ne Win's military
junta seized power on 2 March 1962]

Sao Hso Harn Hpa (Sao Harn)

Sao Ying Ratana Hseng Leun (Sao Leun)
Marriage : wife — Nang Nu Nu Myint (Kengtung)
Offsprings : Sao Hoongfa Yawnghwe

Sao Onjana Yawnghwe

- 4\’;
b

The Yawnghwe Family

Historial Landmarks of Chao Tzang Yawnghwe

1957 : Matriculated from Methodist School, Rangoon.

1961 : Graduated from Rangoon University, got BA degree
majoring in History; Worked as Tutor in the English
Department.
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1963 :

1964 :
1966 :

1968 :
1971 :
1976 :
1984 :
1985 :

1990 :
1996 :

Joined the Shan State Independence Army (SSIA
which later became SSA; Leader of the delegation
to Peace Talks sponsored by Bo Ne Win's
Revolutionary Council.

Commander of SSA's First Brigade.

Member of SSA's Central Steering Committee and
Vice Chief of Staff.

Chao Tzang Yawnghwe and wife Nang Nu Nu Myint

Commander of SSA No.1 Military Region

Took a leading role in the forming of Shan State
Progress Party (SSPP) and served as its General
Secretary.

Took retirement in Chiang Mai because of
heart conditions; Underwent heart surgery.
Published "The Shan of Burma". (Printed at
Singapore's Institute of Southeast Asian Studies).
Whole family immigrated to Canada.

Attained MA Political Science degree.

Became Counsellor to Shan Democratic Union
(SDU).

91



1997 :
1998 :

1999 :

2001 :

2001 :

Received PhD Political Science degree.

Took leading role in the forming of Union
Nationalities League for Democracy (Liberated
Area).

Advisor to the National Reconciliation Programme
(NRP) and National Coalition Government of the
Union of Burma (NCGUB)

Advisor to the Ethnic Nationalities Solidarity and
Cooperation Committee (ENSCC) which later
became Ethnic Nationalities Council (ENC).
Chairman of the State Constitution Supporting
Committee (SCSC).

Chao Tzang Yawnghwe
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2004 : Chairman of ENSCC; Underwent medical checkup

in May, suffering from brain tumor.

2004 : Passed away on 24 July 2004.

Some Quotations From Chao Tzang Yawnghwe

What is the meaning of Pyidaungsu (Union)? It means the coming
together of many States. This is Federalism. There is no Mother
State. The British system is called the Unitary Decentralized
System. It is a Unitary System but with division of power from
the Centre.

What we have here is a Unitary system. There is no decentralization.
It is a different sort of Unitary State System. In Parliament most
of the members are Burmese. It is not just a State, a Burma State.
It has taken the form of a Mother State, the Burma Proper.

At that time there were no Constitutional experts among the
Burmese. We had Legal Constitutional Lawyers only. U Chan
Tun was just a lawyer. As we were still under the British, what
we had was the British model. So, it can be assumed that our
Constitution was an adaptation of the British model.

It is quite clear that Bo Ne Win staged the coup because he wanted
to wield power. They took advantage of the word ‘Federal’ and
said it meant secession. In actual fact Federal has nothing to do
with secession.

A Union cannot be likened to a mansion where the landlord
distributes rooms for the Shan and the Kachin etc. to live in. A
union is like a village. In the village, there are houses big and
small. Some households may have only four or five members,
and others may be large, having 10 to 20 members. Some houses
may be poor and some rich. All the houses in the village have
their own compounds in which the occupants live in complete
freedom. Nobody can tell them what crops to cultivate and what
animals to raise. They may grow either paddy or peanut. They
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may raise either cattle or chickens. Those who want to become
merchants are free to become what they want. This is Federal.

* At the Ambassadorial Seminar held in Washington DC, I
submitted a paper on Federalism. During the break, I had a talk
with the Burmese ambassadors who attended the Seminar. They
said that they agree with the contents of my paper and had nothing
at all to object. They said that they understood and believed that
this was how it should be. But at the present moment, the term
"Federal" could not be used.

Note: Extracted from Gawn Khaw Journal published by the Shan
Herald Agency for News.

o c c c,
mﬁqﬁ:qmﬁ:qéggaﬁ co0;0IC (g@gtpg
ial Service in honor of Chao Tzang Yawn
31 July 2004

Translated by Sai Aung Win
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In the end, (the government) made rebels where there had been none.
Barbara W. Tuchman'’s The March of Folly
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How does the sea become the king of all streams? Because it lies lower
than they!
Lao Zi, BC 6 century philosopher
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“For a people being deprived of its freedom,
the revolutionary task is not immediate socialism,
but the struggle for independence.
We cannot even discuss communism,
if we are robbed of a country in which to practice it.” cQli
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