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Myanmar Junta Forces Badly Injure Female Teenage Protesters in Yangon
By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 March 2022

Teenage girls who participated in an anti-coup protest on Sunday in Mingalar Taung Nyunt
Township in Yangon were badly injured after being arrested and beaten by junta security
forces, according to a source close to their families.

Young protesters gathered on Sunday evening in Mingalar Taung Nyunt to mark the

34 anniversary of the death of Ko Phone Maw and Ko Soe Naing, who were shot dead by
riot police on the night of March 13, 1988 on the campus of the Rangoon Institute of
Technology [now Yangon Technological University].

As the protesters were about to disperse, a group of men armed with batons emerged from
private vehicles and beat and arrested the demonstrators, said one protester who escaped
arrest.

“They beat me first and my head was bruised. As | turned away and ran, they tried to arrest
my friends. | managed to push some of them away and pulled one of my friends out. At that
time, they arrested three teenage girls by pulling their hair from behind. They also kicked
the girls,” he said.

A witness said he saw some ten men in civilian clothes dragging three girls aged around 15
by their hair while beating them.

Another university student who participated in the protest and escaped arrest said one of
the girls is just 14 and the other two are 16.

“We tried to save as many protesters as possible. But, unfortunately, the three girls were
detained. We are concerned as they are the youngest among us. We hope they will be
released as soon as possible,” said the student.

The three girls were taken to Mingalar Taung Nyunt police station before being sent to the
Latha Township police station, according to a source close to their families.

One of the girls was knocked out in the beating and only regained consciousness the next
morning. Another of the girls lost four teeth, while the other one was badly bruised, said the
source.

“One of the girls only regained consciousness around four or five in the morning the next
day. She was kicked in her head and ribs,” said the source.

On March 12, junta soldiers raided apartments at the corner of 45" Street and Bogoyoke
Road in Yangon’s Botahtaung Township following the explosion of a stun grenade. Four
university students who rent an apartment on 46" Street were arrested and taken to an
interrogation center.

Two of the students were men from the Yangon University of Economics, one was a male
student from West Yangon University, and the other a graduate of the Monywa University
of Economics.
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The military regime has stepped up its crackdown on urban resistance fighters in Yangon, as
well as anti-coup protesters. A number of innocent civilians have also been arrested.

Since last year’s coup, the junta has detained over 12,600 people. Around 9,600 remain in
detention, with 844 of them given prison terms. Of those, 45 were handed death sentences,
including two teenagers.

Some 1,676 people have been killed by the regime since the military takeover.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-forces-badly-injure-female-
teenage-protesters-in-yangon.html

Pyu Saw Htee militia training camp attacked in Sagaing

By Mizzima |16 March 2022

A junta’s military officer and three members of the
junta aligned Pyu Saw Htee militia were killed in an
attack against their training camp in Htaw Thar
village in Sagaing Region’s Mawlaik Township,
according to a People’s Defense Force (PDF) report.

The Pyu Saw Htee training camp, which is 10 miles
from Mawlaik Town, was attacked at 10:30 am on
14 March by a joint force of PDF groups

PDFs said in the statement that five carbines, 850 carbine bullets, 390 bullets for 5.56 guns,
two A3 bombs and six mobile phones were confiscated and after the fighting, the home of a
Pyu Saw Htee leader was set on fire and the training camp was seized.

"The village is like a stronghold of the Pyu Saw Htee group. There was a junta military
Captain and two soldiers and about 25 Pyu Saw Htee trainees at the training. Soon after the
training started, we attacked them. It was early in the morning and they ran away,” said an
officer from PDF-Kalewa who was involved in the attack.

The attack was jointly carried out by Kalewa PDF, Mawlaik PDF and the Mawlaik Township
PDF (Pa.Ka.Pha) They suffered no casualties.

Htaw Thar village is a large village with more than 160 houses and most of the villagers are
members of Pyu Saw Htee. This is the first time that Pyu Saw Htee training has been
provided in Mawlaik Township.

Currently, more than 100 military junta troops from Mawlaik Township are stationed in the
village.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/pyu-saw-htee-militia-training-camp-attacked-sagaing
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Sagaing Civilians Killed in Myanmar Junta Arson Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 March 2022

Ten civilians, including women and children, were killed in recent Myanmar junta raids on
villages along the Ye-U to Taze road in Sagaing Region, according to residents.

Junta troops raided and torched houses in several villages on the road. Some 20 houses and
religious buildings were burned down in Sein Sar village, eight chicken farms and 17 houses
were burned in Chaung Yoe village and 16 more houses were reduced to ashes in two other
villages.

One Chaung Yoe villager said: “They were all fine houses. Troops have been on the rampage
along the road from Taze Junction to Ye-U. Two of our neighbors were arrested and we
don’t know if they are alive. We dare not return home.”

A woman, a 15-year-old girl and two men died in Sein Sar village. The teenager was gunned
down from behind as she fled the raid. Another victim was a 70-year-old who was too weak
to run and died in a fire.

The Chaung Yoe villager said: “We saw the bodies when we went back to the village. We
found six bodies.”

The abbot of Sein Sar village was beaten badly and needed medical treatment.

“Junta troops came from different directions. The abbot was briefly detained after he
refused to be disrobed. He was injured and dare not return to his monastery. He is at a
monastery in a nearby village and receiving treatment,” said a Sein Sar villager.

Resistance fighters ambushed a vehicle carrying rice which junta soldiers stole from a village
in Taze Township on March 12, said the Phoenix Defense Force in Taze.

Four junta soldiers were killed and one was captured alive and arms and ammunition were
seized, the resistance group said. Junta reinforcements then raided Sein Sar and
surrounding villages in retaliation for the ambush.

The Chaung Yoe villager said: “My house was burned down. Villagers fled as they showered
the village with bullets. The fire was devastating.”

Junta troops are staying at a rice mill in Chaung Yoe village and have looted rice bags and
other goods, he said.

Many civilians are feared to have been injured in junta raids, said the Taze Support
Organization.

Chaung Yoe has about 1,500 villagers and 300 households. The Christian-majority village is
old and used to be a Portuguese settlement. All the residents have fled the village following
the raid.

Myanmar’s regime has cut off mobile internet services across Sagaing Region, except in
Monywa, Sagaing, Kale and Shwebo, where its battalions are based. Junta forces have been
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committing grave human rights violations in villages, killing, torturing and raping civilians,
torching and looting houses and abducting people for ransom.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/sagaing-civilians-killed-in-myanmar-junta-arson-
attacks.html

Seven inmates shot dead inside northwestern Myanmar prison

Locals challenge junta claims that the detainees were shot because they were trying to
escape Kalay Prison

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Mar 16, 2022
Victims of the prison shooting (Junta-controlled media)

Prison authorities shot and killed seven people and
injured 12 more inside Kalay Prison in western Sagaing
Region on Tuesday evening in what the junta has said
was a hostage crisis and escape attempt instigated by the
inmates.

Locals and an area resistance force have rejected the military’s claim and condemned the
shootings.

The military council reported that some 50 inmates took three staff hostage and tried to
break out of the prison.

The junta identified the casualties as Myo Min Tun, Win Ko Naing, Maung Nyi, Chan Min Ko,
Tuu Khine, Nyunt Win Aung and Salai Shalom Shan Thang Lian—who also went by the name
Van Damme.

While details about the other victims could not be verified at the time of reporting, Salai
Shalom Shan Htan Hlyan was a member of the anti-junta Chin Nationalities Defence Force
(CNDF) and was arrested last June. He was charged with illegal possession of a weapon as
well as incitement charges under Section 505a of the Penal Code.

A CNDF spokesperson described him as a “very dependable young man” who attentioned
Chin National League for Democracy rallies ahead of the 2020 general election, and an
active participant in anti-dictatorship protests following last year’s military coup.

“He dedicated his whole life to the well-being of Chin State. He sacrificed a lot for the
country,” the spokesperson said.

Salai Shalom Shan Thang Lian is pictured at the front of a
protest in Kalay prior to his arrest in June (Supplied)

Page 5 of 42



“l think they incited some sort of a riot inside the prison. It’s really impossible that they tried
to escape,” the CNDF spokesperson said.

Photographs of the victims’ bodies indicate that many of the victims were shot in the head.

“This is an unspeakably vile action. They weren’t even at war. Shooting unarmed inmates in
the head is just inhuman,” the CNDF representative said, adding that his organisation
“strongly condemned” the murders.

Multiple Kalay residents who spoke to Myanmar Now said that the actual number of those
injured could be higher than the 12 reported by the military. They maintained that the
prison has been the site of severe human rights violations, according to testimony given by
detainees released in periodic amnesties.

The locals said it is believed that the shootings began after an argument broke out between
prisoners and wardens regarding the ongoing abuse.

More than 400 people have been arrested from protests in Kalay over the last year,
according to the CNDF, but it is not known how many are being held in the township’s
prison, or the total number of inmates detained within its walls.

Another uprising occurred in Insein Prison Yangon in December of last year, with several
participants subjected to brutal beatings, isolation, and the denial of treatment for injuries
inflicted by prison authorities.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/seven-inmates-shot-dead-inside-northwestern-
myanmar-prison

Kayah Civilians Starve as Myanmar Junta Blocks Supply Routes: Charity
By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 March 2022

Three main roads to Demoso in Kayah State are blocked by fighting between Myanmar’s
resistance and regime forces amid reports of widespread hunger.

Fighting between the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and regime forces is reported
on the roads to Bago Region and Taunggyi and Moebye, which are both in Shan State.

The regime forces started attacks on the Moebye road in February, in an apparent attempt
to isolate Demoso.

“All the roads connecting Demoso are blocked. There is intense fighting around the
township. The regime fires around 100 artillery rounds a day,” said a Karenni Nationalities
Defense Force representative.

The fighting is close to camps for displaced civilians and food is scarce, according to the
Karenni Refugees Support Network.
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“Some camps have no rice. They are forced to eat unhealthy corn that was used to brew
alcohol. They search for leaves in the forest and boil them without oil,” said a Karenni
Refugees Support Network spokesman.

He also said water is scarce.

Displaced people in Kayah State are dependent for food on civil society organizations,
donations from expat communities and from elsewhere in Myanmar.

The spokesman said he asked the National Unity Government for help but had not received
a reply and international aid was taking too to arrive.

“We don’t have time. If we wait, people will starve. This is an emergency. Some children are
suffering malnutrition,” he said.

Attacks on displacement camps mean many civilians sought shelter in the forests, increasing
food shortages.

Since February around 600 regime soldiers from 66, 55 and 99 divisions were deployed in
Demoso.

Villagers who remain in their homes are being tortured, killed and used as human shields,
according to resistance groups. When regime forces pass, they burn villages and airstrikes
and artillery to attack villages and displacement camps, residents say.

On Feb. 24, junta airstrikes killed two civilians and injured four villagers in the township.
Demoso is seen as strategically important because of its proximity to Naypyitaw.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/kayah-civilians-starve-as-myanmar-junta-blocks-
supply-routes-charity.html

PDF Kill 50 Burma Army Soldiers In Nawngkio Township
By SHAN - March 16, 2022

Scores of Burma Army (BA) soldiers were killed during a two-day battle with the People’s
Defence Force (PDF) Battalion 509 that erupted after the civilian resistance group destroyed
a Mytel communications tower near Khe Moon village in Nawngkio Township, northern
Shan State.

Peoples Defence Force PDF Battalion 509

A civilian fighter told SHAN they killed nearly 50
BA soldiers, including a commander, from 13 to
14 March, while no one from his side died. He
said after they targeted the tower in Nawngkio,
which the regime was using to listen to their
mobile phone calls, the BA started shelling them
with artillery and gunfire. "We attacked them with landmines and shot at them with assault
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rifles,” he said.

After suffering many casualties, the BA sent two fighter jets on the last day of the fighting,
dropping 30 bombs and firing its cannons, the PDF fighter explained.

It is impossible for SHAN to independently confirm the death toll on either side.

A man from Nawngkio town, who requested anonymity, told SHAN, he heard explosions and
gunfire on the first day of fighting. On the following day, he sighted the two fighter jets,
which he assumed attacked the PDF, which is under the direct command of the interim
National Unity Government (NUG). NUG was established by lawmakers who were ousted
during the military coup about one year ago.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24767

Ethnic Ta’ang Politician and Family Killed in Eastern Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 March 2022

An ethnic Ta’ang politician and his family were murdered in southern Shan State by ethnic
Shan armed group the Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS), according to an
investigation committee.

Mai Noam Han, the chairman of the Mongkai Township branch of the Ta’ang National Party
(TNP), was found dead last week along with his wife and seven-month-old daughter, after all
three went missing two months ago.

He was a respected figure in Mongkai and had taken an active part in the development of
Ta’ang people in the region.

Political analysts in Shan State said that the RCSS is unhappy that the TNP has grown in
popularity in Mongkai Township.

Mai Noam Han, 39, his 26-year-old wife and their seven-month-old daughter went missing
on January 10, on their way back to Mongkai from the funeral of Mai Noam Han’s mother.
They were allegedly abducted by the RCSS near the village of Tong Lew.

Their bodies were found on March 9 in a pit in a remote part of the forest. Mai Noam Han
was tied up with rope. His wife was discovered next to him with their baby on her back.

The corpses had decomposed and it was not clear if they were pushed into the pit dead or
alive. Some 30 bullet casings were found near the bodies, suggesting that they were shot
after being pushed into the pit, according to the committee investigating their deaths. The
committee is comprised of TNP members, community elders and representatives of civil
society organizations.

“All that was left of the baby was its skeleton,” said a member of the investigation team.
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Local residents also alleged that Mai Noam Han and his family were killed by the RCSS.
According to an RCSS soldier who recently deserted the armed group, the TNP chairman and
his family members were held captive before being murdered.

Mai Noam Han was held in bamboo stocks, but his wife and their daughter were not bound,
said the RCSS soldier. He added that he fed rice to the baby, who was crying.

Shan political analysts said that Mai Noam Han’s mother was also killed in a politically
motivated crime plotted by the RCSS and designed to lure the politician to the area he was
killed in.

His mother, younger brother and nephew were riding a tricycle motorbike and returning
from shopping in a nearby village when a vehicle hit their tricycle from behind, killing Mai
Noam Han’s mother.

“They were intentionally rammed from behind,” a source close to the family told The
Irrawaddy. “According to the account of Mai Noam Han’s brother, it is obvious that the
vehicle was following them intentionally.”

An investigation committee member said: “Mai Noam Han had not returned to his [native]
village since the election was cancelled [voting for the 2020 general election in the region
was cancelled due to security concerns]. So, [the RCSS] apparently assumed that he would
return to his village only if something happened to his family members.”

When the TNP asked the RCSS about their missing politician and family, the RCSS denied
abducting him in a letter sent back on January 29 and signed by a Colonel Sai Ngin.

The RCSS also called for further investigations, saying that other ethnic armed groups are
also active in the area and could have abducted Mai Noam Han and his family. However,
locals said that troops from the Northern Alliance only arrived in the region on January 24,
and that only RCSS soldiers were active in the area prior to that date.

Mongkai Township, which is part of Loilem District in southern Shan State, has seen
frequent clashes over territory between the RCSS, also known as the Shan State Army-
South, and the rival Shan State Army-North, the armed wing of the Shan State Progress
Party (SSPP).

The Ta’ang National Liberation Army is fighting alongside the SSPP. There have also been
frequent reports of disputes between the RCSS and other ethnic political organizations
representing the Ta’ang and Pa-0, ethnic minorities with a sizeable population in the region.

In the run up to the 2015 general election, the RCSS abducted and detained the then TNP
chairman Mai Aung Kham, who stood as a candidate in Mongkai, for nearly two months. He
was released only after local residents found out about his detention.

During campaigning ahead of the 2020 general election, the RCSS publicly threatened TNP
candidates in Mongkai, forcing the party to stop campaigning before the poll was
subsequently cancelled in the region.
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In 2018, five Pa-0 villagers were killed by RCSS fighters in dispute with residents of Taung
Nauk Village-tract in Loilem District.

The Irrawaddy was unable to obtain a comment from RCSS spokesperson Major Sai Kham
San.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/ethnic-taang-politician-and-family-killed-in-
eastern-myanmar.html

KIA Prevents Muse Families From Seeing Youths
By SHAN - March 16, 2022

The Kachin Independence Army (KIA) abducted 8 Shan youths from Muse District in
northern Shan State. Five of them were released the same day, while three others were
held captive and the family prevented from seeing them.

KIA

According to a 30-year-old man from Muse Township,
who spoke to SHAN on condition of anonymity, the
eight youths were taken from a shop in Mong Paw in
Tar Lon village tract around noon on 9 March. Four
women and one man were released in the evening.

Sai Aik Pao, 23, Sai Mawng Liang, 34, and Sai Kyan Hla,
33, are still being held. Two are from Wan Weing in Kutkai Township and the other from
Mong Paw in Muse Township.

On 11 February, the KIA also kidnapped 3 youths from their home at Ner Ngu in Yon Maw
village tract, Kutkai Township,

The KIA allegedly abducted seven Red Shan (Taileng) in Bhamo District, Kachin State, in
2014, in what some believe was part of forced recruitment scheme, according to DVB.

In 2012, the KIA abducted nearly 60 Ta’ang and Lahu sugarcane workers, including women
and children, from Man Phang, according to Radio Free Asia. Some people feared that the
villagers would be forcibly recruited as soldiers, but almost all were eventually released; ten
people had already escaped their Kachin captors. According to a KIA statement, they were
released because they could not be properly questioned where the soldiers were holding
them. The ethnic armed group did not say why they wanted to interrogate the villagers.

The KIA is fighting with the Burma Army in northern Shan State and is a member of the
Northern Alliance, which also includes the Ta’ang National Liberation Army, which is also
fighting with the regime in the region.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24764
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Family worried for safety of man taken by soldiers in southern Rakhine

Maung Hla Shwe was detained last week after junts troops warned locals not to associate
with the Arakan Army

Nan Oo Nway | Published on Mar 16, 2022

Maung Hla Shwe went missing after soldiers arrived in his village
on March 10 (Supplied)

The family of a man taken from his village by soldiers in southern
Rakhine State’s Taungup Township last week say they are
worried for his wellbeing and have been unable to contact him
since his arrest.

Infantry Division (LID) 55 arrived in his village of Pauk Inn, his wife Aye Pyone told Myanmar
Now.

“Eyewitnesses told me that he was taken by the LID 55 column,” she said. “We don’t know
where he was taken and we can’t contact him. Our relatives are still asking around.” Maung
Hla Shwe suffers from hypertension and heart disease, she said: “I’'m especially worried
about his health.”

The LID 55 column, which reportedly contained around 50 soldiers, arrived at Pauk Inn on
Wednesday and called a meeting with the village elders to ask if any residents there were
affiliated with the Arakan Army (AA), a local woman said.

“They asked if the villagers had connections with the AA and if we had been funding them,”
she said.

The administrator of Pauk Inn, Maung Hla Myint, said he had not received any information
about Maung Hla Shwe’s arrest. “It’s true that he was arrested but | was away when it
happened, so | don’t know the exact details. | only heard about it from the others,” said the
administrator.

Maung Hla Shwe’s brother said he had heard a rumour that his relative was being held at
the military’s No. 544 Base in the nearby town of Taungup.

“He was taken after 9pm, | heard that the LID 55 column from Ngapali and Thandwe, and
another one from No. 544 Base in Taungup were in the village that night,” said the brother,
who asked not to be named.

Shortly before being detained on Thursday evening, Maung Hla Shwe was leaving his village
with his brother-in-law, Ko Ko Htwe, the brother said.

But Ko Ko Htwe remembered he had left his slippers behind, so he left Maung Hla Shwe
waiting at the village entrance while he went to fetch them. Then the soldiers arrived.

Page 11 of 42



“Ko Ko Htwe then ran into the soldiers who pointed their guns at him and asked what he
was doing outside so late at night, and he told them that he was looking for his lost
chickens,” the brother said.

He added: “Ko Ko Htwe’s wife is a nurse and he was released when he told the soldiers
about his wife being a nurse. But he did not go back to my brother and nobody even knew
my brother was taken.”

Pauk Inn sits in the Pada village tract, which contains three villages and a total of 320
households. Last week was the third time that soldiers had come to the village, Maung Hla
Myint, the administrator.

“No one was interrogated in person but the village elders were summoned and told to warn
the villagers not to associate with armed groups,” he said.

Several locals have reported that soldiers in Taungup and Manaung townships have been
warning residents against associating with the AA recently.

Fighting between the rebel group and the military came to a halt in November 2020, and
since last year’s coup Rakhine has been one of the few places in the country where the junta
has not faced armed resistance.

But in recent months tensions have risen between the two sides in Rakhine, leading to
sporadic clashes.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/family-worried-for-safety-of-man-taken-by-
soldiers-in-southern-rakhine

'Clear indications' of Myanmar military crimes against humanity: UN

By AFP | 16 March 2022

An aerial photo of burnt buildings from fires in
Mingin Township, in Sagaing Division, where more
than 105 buildings were destroyed by junta
military troops, according to local media. Photo:
AFP

The United Nations on Tuesday denounced mass
killings in Myanmar and accused the military of
possible war crimes and crimes against humanity

since last year's coup d'etat.

The UN human rights office urged the international community to take immediate steps to
halt the spiral of violence in Myanmar.

Myanmar's military seized power on February 1 last year, ousting the civilian government
and arresting its de facto leader, Aung San Suu Kyi. The junta has since waged a bloody
crackdown on dissent.
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In a report covering the period since the takeover, UN human rights chief Michelle
Bachelet's office said Myanmar's military and security forces had shown a flagrant disregard
for human life.

It described how the military had bombarded populated areas with air strikes and heavy
weapons and deliberately targeted civilians, many of whom were shot in the head, burned
to death, arbitrarily arrested, tortured or used as human shields.

"We have really been able to identify a pattern over the past year, which indicates that this
is planned, coordinated, systemic attacks; that there are clear indications that they would
amount to war crimes and crimes against humanity," UN human rights office spokeswoman
Ravina Shamdasani told reporters in Geneva.

"This is the clearest yet indication of the commission of these crimes."

The report said that at least 1,600 people had been killed by security forces and their
affiliates, while more than 12,500 people had been detained.

At least 440,000 others have been displaced and 14 million are in need of urgent
humanitarian assistance, the delivery of which has largely been blocked by the military in
new and pre-existing areas of need, said the report.

"Meaningful action by the international community is urgently needed to stop yet more
individuals from being stripped of their rights, their lives and their livelihoods," Bachelet
said.

"The appalling breadth and scale of violations of international law suffered by the people of
Myanmar demand a firm, unified, and resolute international response."

The report was released for the ongoing 49th regular session of the UN Human Rights
Council, which runs until April 1.

Bachelet is due to present the report to the council on March 21.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/clear-indications-myanmar-military-crimes-against-
humanity-un

Thai Firm Takes Over Myanmar Gas Field After Withdrawal of Chevron, Total
By AFP | 16 March 2022

Thai energy company PTTEP has said it will take over the running of Myanmar’s vital Yadana
gas field following the withdrawal of global giants Chevron and TotalEnergies in January.

The US and French firms said they would pull out of Myanmar following growing
international pressure from human rights groups to cut financial ties with the junta after last
year’s military coup.
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The Yadana gas field in the Andaman Sea provides electricity to Myanmar and Thailand, one
of a number of gas projects that Human Rights Watch says make up Naypyitaw’s single
largest source of foreign currency revenue, generating more than USS$1 billion annually.

“After the decision of TotalEnergies to withdraw from Yadana project, PTTEP has thoroughly
considered to take a step as the successor operator in order to ensure [there is] no
interruption of natural gas supply,” PTT Exploration and Production Public Company (PTTEP)
said in a statement Monday.

PTTEP—a unit of Thailand’s majority state-owned energy firm PTT—will take control of
operations from July 20, saying “continuity in gas production and preventing disruption to
energy demand” was of utmost importance.

The field accounts for roughly 50 percent of Myanmar’s gas demand, PTTEP said, and
around 11 percent of Thailand’s.

In recent weeks, Myanmar has been hit by a series of power outages, forcing people in
commercial capital Yangon to queue for water, with the junta blaming rising gas prices and
attacks by anti-coup fighters on infrastructure.

The junta has interests in large swathes of the country’s economy, including oil and gas.

Other international firms, including British American Tobacco and French renewable energy
firm Voltalia, have also pulled back from Myanmar since the coup last year.

More than 1,600 people have died in the subsequent military crackdown and 11,000 have
been arrested, according to a local monitoring group.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/thai-firm-takes-over-myanmar-gas-field-after-
withdrawal-of-chevron-total.html

The Dragon Fishes in Myanmar’s Troubled Waters
By YAN NAING | 16 March 2022

With the Western world riveted on the Ukraine crisis, the still simmering cauldron of
Myanmar presents perfect waters for the Chinese dragon to fish in. Ever since the
Tatmadaw (Myanmar’s armed forces) usurped Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s fledgling democratic
regime on Feb. 1, 2021, Beijing has deftly made its moves in the resource rich country. On
the surface, it has appeared to support calls for a return to democracy, but it has also
relished Myanmar’s isolation and the consequent shift into China’s grip. It has armed the
Tatmadaw and clandestinely, the rebel ethnic armed groups too, resulting in both remaining
dependent on Beijing and firmly under its influence.

At the same time, China has nimbly used ASEAN to project its own narratives, with pro-
China ASEAN members on both sides of the divide vis-a-vis the junta ensconced in
Naypyitaw. While Singapore, Indonesia and Malaysia have taken a pro-democracy stance
and seek to limit the junta’s role in representing Myanmar in ASEAN, China’s long-term ally
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Cambodia has adopted the opposite position. Consequently, China leaves the nitty gritty of
regional diplomatic niceties to its ASEAN lackeys, while projecting itself as a responsible
superpower interested merely in regional stability.

Away from the spotlight however, Beijing has moved to consolidate its influence in the
strategically important neighboring country. The Ukraine war now seems to have added to
China’s sense of opportunity. Earlier this week, the Myanmar military received a shipment
of arms and ammunition, including CH-3 drones, from China. Meanwhile, from March 15, a
six-month course in Chinese language will get underway in Kunming for 50 senior members
of the Myanmar junta-affiliated Union Solidarity & Development Party (USDP). They will be
schooled in the intricacies of not only Mandarin but also the ideological precepts espoused
by the Chinese Communist Party. Such initiatives by China are aimed at ensuring influence
and control in the long run—i.e., even if in the future some semblance of an election is held
in Myanmar, by cultivating political outfits such as the USDP, Beijing will ensure that its
diktat continues to run in the country.

On the economic front, too, Nyapyitaw is increasingly dependent upon the behemoth
Chinese economy. China has poured resources into the China-Myanmar Economic Corridor
which will connect China’s Yunnan Province to strategic ports on the Bay of Bengal, such as
Yangon and Mandalay. Not only will it boost Chinese manufacturing in its somewhat remote
southwestern region, it will advance China’s aim of encircling India through investments into
crucial maritime assets on India’s periphery. Other Chinese projects towards this end are the
funding of the Yangon-Sittwe Road (which would also provide the shortest overland route to
the Indian Ocean from southern China) and assistance to the Tatmadaw in building a naval
base in Sittwe—located ominously across the Bay of Bengal from Kolkata, eastern India’s
largest megapolis—enabling any maritime force stationed there to threaten India’s eastern
seaboard.

Beijing’s dabbling in Myanmar is not a one-off instance of great power politics. It is but one
in a string of policy choices designed to seek advantage of instability in any country drifting
from the Western world’s narrative in order to occupy any economic, military or political
space thus vacated. While the West responds to coups and politico-military crises with
outrage and sanctions, Beijing pretends to play along, but does not hesitate to
simultaneously cultivate influence and corner economic resources. In Afghanistan, while
terrified would-be asylum-seeking Afghans were falling to their deaths off departing US C-
130 Hercules planes, the Chinese machinery was stealthily encroaching into the mining
sector with an eye on the country’s vast untapped mineral resources—especially Lithium, a
crucial resource amidst the impending electric car revolution. While the Russian economy is
battered by sanctions, the Chinese seek to broaden the presence of their UnionPay
payments mechanism, in the space left by MasterCard and Visa.

And this phenomenon of Beijing using the shadows to project its power is not recent either.
During the turbulent years of piracy in the Indian Ocean, amid the chaos in Sudan, while the
world sought to protect the sea lanes and merchant shipping, the Chinese made all the right
noises, participating in joint naval patrols and deploying vessels to patrol those waters. But
Beijing also used the opportunity to invest in Djibouti, establishing a full-fledged naval base
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near the Horn of Africa, from where the PLA Navy can project its power not only in the
Indian Ocean, but also in the Mediterranean, the Black Sea and the Persian Gulf.

Myanmar may be the latest example, but those of Sri Lanka, Maldives, Pakistan, Djibouti
and Afghanistan should serve as insights into Chinese strategy and behavior, which usually
starts with a political/military/economic crisis, and culminates in that country becoming
economically beholden and hopelessly indebted to China, losing its own agency and voice in
the international arena.

Yan Naing is the pseudonym of an observer on Myanmar affairs.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/the-dragon-fishes-in-myanmars-
troubled-waters.html
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