PEACE Info (December 19, 2022)

Myanmar Military Air Base in Yangon Attacked by Resistance for Second Time
Myanmar Ferry Blast Injures at Least 17 People in Yangon

Myanmar Regime Forces Burn 19 Villages in Depayin

Dozens of Myanmar Regime Forces Killed in Three Days of Resistance Attacks
Displaced Villagers In Sadon Need Aid

Landmines, and fear of renewed clashes, keep Lay Kay Kaw residents from returning
PDF Clash With Regime In Mongmit

Kon Tha Residents Want Armed Groups To Rebuild Destroyed Village

Myanmar Junta Calls Ta’ang Army Battle a ‘Misunderstanding’

Shan refugee children see brighter future in Thailand

Thailand to Host Non-ASEAN Meeting on Myanmar
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Myanmar Military Air Base in Yangon Attacked by Resistance for Second Time
By THE IRRAWADDY | 19 December 2022

A Myanmar junta air base in Yangon was attacked by resistance forces for the second time on
Saturday night.

Three improvised rockets were used to attack the regime air base in Yangon’s Hmawbi
Township. One of the rockets hit its target, while two others exploded on the air field’s
perimeter fence. Hmawbi People’s Defense Force (PDF) and allied resistance groups claimed
responsibility for the attack.

Damage and casualties are still unknown, and The Irrawaddy was unable to confirm the attack
independently.

Hmawbi PDF said it planned to carry out more attacks targeting regime bases. The group urged
people to avoid junta forces and regime-controlled offices and bases.

Since last year’s coup, the military regime has escalated its airstrikes against PDFs, ethnic armed
organizations and civilian targets such as villages and towns. Indiscriminate airstrikes have killed
hundreds of civilians and destroyed property across the country.

Lacking anti-aircraft missiles, PDFs have targeted junta air bases in Yangon, Mandalay and
Magwe regions instead.

On February 18, the People’s Force-Yangon resistance group reportedly used remote-controlled
bombs to attack the air base in Hmawbi, placing the bombs on the wings of two Russian-made
YAK-130 jets.

Following the attack, regime forces arrested and interrogated some Myanmar Air Force officers
and relatives of personnel serving at Hmawbi, according to media reports.

Three junta jet fighters were destroyed and at least eight troops killed in mid-November when
the Karen National Liberation Army, the armed wing of the Karen National Union, and allied
resistance groups used three improvised rockets to attack Magwe Air Base in Magwe Region,
the KNU told The Irrawaddy.

After the attack, junta troops deployed in Magwe Town, tightening security and checking
members of the public.

Magwe Air Base was also attacked in April and August 2021, when an ammunition store was
damaged.

Meiktila Air Base in Mandalay Region was attacked by resistance forces in April last year. At the
same time, explosions were reported at a military logistics unit and at an immigration office and
vehicle registration office.
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Myanmar Ferry Blast Injures at Least 17 People in Yangon
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 19 December 2022

At least 17 people were wounded on Sunday in an explosion on a ferry traveling from Yangon to
Dala. No group has claimed responsibility for the blast so far.

At least 17 people were injured in a bomb blast on a
ferry in Yangon on Sunday.

The explosion happened at around 6:10pm, soon after
the Cherry (1) passenger ferry left the Pansodan jetty in
Yangon’s downtown to cross the Yangon River to Dala.
The blast occurred on the lower deck, according to a
commuter who was on the boat.

“l was sitting on the upper deck. Soon after the boat left
the jetty, the blast happened and the ferry immediately returned to the jetty. | was so
frightened,” said U Ali, a 70-year-old man.

After the bomb blast, U Ali and other uninjured commuters took long-tail boats back to their
homes in Dala Township, which sits across the river from downtown Yangon.

Damage after a bomb exploded on a ferry crossing the
Yangon River to Dala Township

There has been no official statement on the explosion
from the military regime, but its social media
propaganda channels and Telegram groups are blaming
the attack on local People’s Defense Forces (PDF), one
of the armed wings of the parallel civilian National Unity
Government.

However, Dala PDF and its allied PDFs issued a statement a few hours after the incident
denouncing the bomb attack.

“Junta troops and their informants are threatening the people, extorting money from the
people and carrying out bomb attacks in public areas,” said Dala PDF. The group added that it
strongly condemns the attack on the ferry and feels sorry for those injured, while warning that
those responsible for the explosion will be held to account.
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“If similar incidents occur in the future, we would like to state that they do not involve us,” said
Dala PDF.

The Cherry (1) passenger ferry is one of a number of ferries donated to Myanmar by Japan. It
runs 46 times a day, carrying thousands of commuters between Yangon and Dala.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-ferry-blast-injures-at-least-17-people-in-
yangon.html

Myanmar Regime Forces Burn 19 Villages in Depayin
By THE IRRAWADDY | 19 December 2022

Myanmar junta forces have torched 19 villages in Depayin Township, Sagaing Region since the
start of this month, destroying 50 percent of houses and leaving 10,000 people homeless.

The arson campaign in eastern Depyin Township was launched on Dec. 1 by a force of around
100 junta soldiers. So far, they have torched around 1,700 buildings, including monasteries.

The number of houses torched in each of the 19 villages, which comprise over 4,000 homes in
total, ranges from nine to more than 300.

Na Myar village has lost 318 of its 500 houses in two arson attacks by regime troops in
December, according to the Depyin Refugee Support Group.

Regime forces have also been raiding villages on the border with neighboring Ye- U Township
this month. The raids have forced 310,00 civilians from 31 villages in Depayin Township to flee
their homes.

Depayin villagers survey a torched home after the
regime raid (Photo: Depayin Refugee Support Group)

Villagers began returning to their homes in the second
week of December but many fled again after regime
troops began shelling their villages from Ye-U

Township.

“Civilians from Nyaung Hla fled again on Saturday after regime artillery shells landed on their
village while they were cleaning up the ruins of their burnt-out house,” a spokesperson for
Depyin Refugee Support Group told The Irrawaddy.
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Villagers flee Nyaung Hla on Saturday.

One woman resident suffered a leg injury in the
artillery attack.

Meanwhile, the villagers don’t dare to rebuild their
houses over concern that the soldiers will soon return.

“We have no place to live, no food to eat. We are now relying on support from nearby villages
which haven’t been burnt down,” one villager from Muu Ka Twin told The Irrawaddy.

The homeless villagers are taking shelter in local monasteries and are in urgent need of food
supplies, according to the Depyin Refugee Support Group.

43 Depayin villagers in the ruins of a house torched by
regime forces. (Photo: Depayin Refugee Support

Group)

Regime troops have torched a total of 3,061 houses
in Depayin Township from August 2021 to December
2022, according to the Depayin Township Brothers

charity.

An estimated 27,500 houses in Sagaing Region had been burned down, Data For Myanmar
reported in November.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-forces-burn-19-villages-in-
depayin.html

Dozens of Myanmar Regime Forces Killed in Three Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 19 December 2022

At least 33 regime forces and pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members were killed in the last
three days as People’s Defense Force groups (PDFs) and ethnic armed organizations (EAOs)
continued to attack regime targets across the country.

In one case, a junta airbase in Yangon was bombed by PDFs with improvised rocket-propelled
bombs.

Incidents were reported in Yangon, Magwe and Sagaing regions and Kayah State.
The Irrawaddy has collected the following reports of significant attacks from PDFs and EAOs.
Some military casualty figures could not be independently verified.

Junta airbase bombed in Yangon

Page 6 of 55


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-forces-burn-19-villages-in-depayin.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-forces-burn-19-villages-in-depayin.html

a 2 * Myanmar coup leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing

> YA 4

inspects the cockpit of a newly arrived SU-30 fighter jet on Air
Force Day in Mandalay last week. / Junta website

Underground resistance group PDF-Hmawbi claimed it and
Yangon UG group jointly used three improvised rocket-
propelled bombs to attack the junta airbase in Hmawbi Township, Yangon Region on Saturday
night.

One of the bombs hit its target on the airbase while two others hit the fence of the airbase
compound, the PDF group claimed.

However, details of the damage and military casualties were unknown. The PDF group urged
people to avoid regime forces and their bases as it planned to carry out more attacks on regime
targets.

Three regime forces killed in PDF raid on junta checkpoint in Magwe

Junta firearms and a vehicle seized by PDFs during a raid on a
military checkpoint in Pakokku Township on Sunday. /
Earthquake-PDF

Three regime soldiers were killed and another seriously injured in
Pakokku Township, Magwe Region on Sunday when local
resistance group Earthquake-PDF attacked four junta troops at a
military checkpoint outside the town of Pakokku, the PDF group said.

The checkpoint was notorious for extorting money and torturing civilians. In the raid, a vehicle,
two firearms, ammunition and some cash from the checkpoint were seized, the PDF group said.

Military detachment attacked in Magwe

At least six regime forces are believed to have been killed or injured in Yesagyo Township,
Magwe Region on Saturday when six PDF groups jointly attacked a military detachment heading
to a village, said Yesagyo-PDF, which coordinated the attack.

The PDF groups used 40-mm explosives and rifle grenades in the ambush. Some injured soldiers
were taken to nearby monastery for medical treatment, the PDF group said.

Fifteen regime forces killed by PDF land mines in Sagaing

ey

Improvised land mines produced by Byatta PDF. / Byatta-PDF

At least 15 junta soldiers were killed or injured in Yinmabin Township,
Sagaing Region on Saturday when three PDF groups used land mines to
attack regime soldiers and pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members
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looting and torching houses in Bantbwe Village, said Byatta-PDF, which was involved in the
ambush.

Regime forces were ambushed with land mines after they looted and torched civilians houses
outside the village.

Only four of about 20 junta troops managed to flee from the ambush area.
KIA, PDF clash with military detachment for three days in Sagaing
KIA troops during a clash with regime forces. / The Irrawaddy

Many regime forces are believed to have been killed or
injured in Inndaw Township, Sagaing Region as the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA) and allied PDF forces clashed with a
military detachment for three days, according to local news
outlet The 74 Media.

Clashes started in the area last Friday. On Saturday, a heavy clash between the regime forces
and the combined KIA and PDF troops broke out outside Jone Jone Kya Village, a PDF member
told the media. Many bodies of killed or injured soldiers were carried into the village, the PDF
member said. Fighting continued on Sunday between the combined resistance forces and
troops stationed at Pain Inn Village.

Junta forces attacked in Sagaing

Some regime forces are believed to have been killed in Monywa Township, Sagaing Region last
Friday when combined PDF groups attacked regime targets, said the Anti-Dictatorship
Revolutionary Army, which coordinated the attacks.

First, the PDF groups used 60-mm improvised mortar rounds to attack a regime sentry box
outside a university of the township.

The PDF groups continued to attack regime forces in a vehicle and on a motorbike using land
mines after they went outside the university, the PDF force claimed.

Regime forces bombed in Sagaing

Resistance group Eagle Guerrilla Forces said it used improvised rocket-propelled bombs to
attack junta forces including pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members near a branch line of a
road in Wetlet Township, Sagaing Region on Sunday.

The regime forces were attacked while they were extorting money from civilians at a military
checkpoint.

However, military casualties were unknown.

PDF clashes with a military detachment in Sagaing
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| Taze-PDF resistance fighters take part in an operation. /
Taze-PDF

Many regime forces are believed to have been killed or
injured in Taze Township, Sagaing Region on Sunday when
resistance fighters of Shwebo District PDF Battalion 7
attacked regime forces raiding Nabak Nge Village, said local
media outlet Kaduma Platform, citing PDF forces.

Using both heavy explosives and firearms, the PDF forces attacked many regime forces of a
military detachment of 250 troops, who remained outside the village as sentries.

After the shootout, PDF forces retreated from the area without casualties, the media outlet
said.

Military sentry camp bombed in Sagaing

PSS \\/capons and improvised land mines of Zayar 7-Sagaing
PDF. / Zayar 7-Sagaing

At least five regime forces were seriously injured in Ayadaw
Township, Sagaing Region on Saturday night when three
PDF groups used remote-controlled bomb to attack a
regime sentry camp at the pro-regime village of Thalalbar, said PDF group Zayar-7 Sagaing,
which was involved in the attack.

Regime forces ambushed in Sagaing

Local PDF group Oneday Revolution Force claimed it ambushed regime forces attempting to
raid Nyaung Pinthar Village in Shwebo Township, Sagaing Region on Saturday afternoon.

After suffering casualties in the shootout, the regime forces retreated to their base at a school.
A video shot by the PDF shows resistance fighters attacking regime targets.

Nine regime forces killed in resistance raid on a military base in Kayah

Karenni Army troops are seen during a parade. / KA

At least nine junta troops were killed in Hpruso Township,
Kayah State recently when the Karenni Army (KA), the armed
wing of the Karenni National Progressive Party, raided a
military camp at the No. 14 military training school, the KA
said on Sunday.

The military regime confiscated over 2,700 acres (1,100 hectares) of land from civilians in three
villages to build the military training school in 2010.
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Regime forces from the training school have been indiscriminately firing artillery rounds into
nearby areas.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/dozens-of-myanmar-regime-forces-
killed-in-three-days-of-resistance-attacks.html

Displaced Villagers In Sadon Need Aid

19th December 2022

Villagers displaced from their homes by the war in Kachin State are in
urgent need of food at the Kachin Baptist Convention (KBC) church,

~ where they have been housed in bamboo huts on the grounds since

{ August.

Three hundred people from fifty families have fled fighting between
the Kachln Independence Army (KIA) and the military that broke out near N’Wan Kawng in
Waingmaw Township along the Sadon to Kanpaiti road.

One man told KNG on condition of anonymity says that sometimes private donors bring them
supplies and KBC helps them as much as it can, but it is not enough.

Currently, the military and the People’s Militia Force are sleeping in their houses and the KIA
troops are keeping their troops in the surrounding areas so that the internally displaced
persons (IDPs) cannot return to their villages.

But life at the KBC church also pose daily challenges.

“We have no electricity here and it’s difficult to get water. KBC cannot provide food rations to
the IDPs in time. We have asked our friends to give them more help,” says another volunteer
who also wishes to remain anonymous.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/12/19/displaced-villagers-in-sadon-need-aid/

Landmines, and fear of renewed clashes, keep Lay Kay Kaw residents from returning

A year after clashes sent most of its inhabitants fleeing from a rapidly escalating conflict, the
town near the Thai-Myanmar border remains largely abandoned

May Yu | Published on Dec 19, 2022

A year after being forced to flee their homes due to fighting between regime and resistance
forces, residents of Lay Kay Kaw in Karen (Kayin) State’s Myawaddy Township say they still
don’t know when they will be able to return.
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Lay Kay Kaw residents shelter at the Talaw Tapoh IDP camp,
located near the Thai-Myanmar border, in October (Supplied)

The town, which is located near the Thai border in territory
under the control of the Karen National Union (KNU), became
a flashpoint of conflict in December of last year following raids
by junta troops.

Although the clashes, which rapidly escalated and continued for months, have since subsided,
fresh outbreaks remain a very real possibility, and landmines are a constant threat, according to
displaced residents.

“Some of the older people were talking about going back in November, but we’re not sure even
now because we’re worried about landmines,” said one resident currently living in the Talaw
Tapoh camp for internally displaced persons (IDPs).

“If fighting starts again, it will be even harder for us to return,” he added.

More than 1,500 Lay Kay Kaw residents are currently living in the Talaw Tapoh IDP camp, which
is situated on the western bank of the Moei River, opposite Thailand’s Tak Province.

Handmade landmines found buried in residential areas of Lay Kay
Kaw (Supplied)

One woman staying in the camp told Myanmar Now that a relative
who went back to assess the situation in Lay Kay Kaw found two

(W landmines on her family’s property.

A

“They still haven’t been removed yet,” she said.

Another camp resident said he made a similar discovery during a recent visit to the town:
“There are two landmines buried in our yard, so | don’t think we’ll be going home anytime
soon.”

An officer of the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA), an armed wing of the KNU, said that
he wasn’t sure which side was responsible for laying the crude, handmade explosive devices
scattered around Lay Kay Kaw.

“To be honest, we don’t know who put them there, as both sides use them and it was a literal
battlefield. However, we usually don’t set up landmines in civilian areas,” he said, adding that
mines have also been found in the villages of Pa Hi Ka Law and Htee Mei Wah Khee, both
located near Lay Kay Kaw.

There have been reports that junta troops, as well as members of a Border Guard Force under
their command and the military-allied Democratic Karen Buddhist Army, have been sweeping
the area for mines.
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The Talaw Tapoh IDP camp in May (Supplied)

When contacted by Myanmar Now, Lay Kay Kaw
administrators confirmed that minesweeping efforts were
underway, but declined to provide any further information.

It remains unclear when, or if, residents will be able to
return.

According to an annual report released by the International
Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL) last month, Myanmar and Russia were the only two state
actors using landmines in 2022.

In Myanmar—which, like Russia, is not a signatory to the 1997 Mine Ban Treaty—there has
been a “significant” increase in use of anti-personnel mines by the military since it seized power
in February 2021, the ICBL reported.

Meanwhile, more than a million civilians have been displaced by conflict around the country
during the same time period, according to UN estimates.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/landmines-and-fear-of-renewed-clashes-keep-lay-kay-kaw-
residents-from-returning

PDF Clash With Regime In Mongmit
By SHAN | December 19, 2022

The People’s Defence Force (PDF) and the regime’s army clashed last week near Wan Loi Hser
in ruby-rich Mongmit Township in northern Shan State.

“The Burma Army fired artillery at the PDF unit led by Aung Phyo. The PDF retaliated and both
sides exchanged gunfire,” said a local who didn’t give his name for fear of reprisals.

After two hours, two airships flew over Loi Mauk hill, where the Shan State Progress Party camp
is located. “The Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and (another) PDF are staying in the area, but
we haven’t heard any gunfire from there,” the source told SHAN.

Military regime.

In November, the KIA and the PDF engaged in fierce

fighting in the area, with the regime reportedly suffering
| many casualties. Since 13 December, the junta’s Infantry
Battalion 276 and Light Infantry Battalion 348 have
taken up positions around the hill.
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From 7 to 13 December, the junta’s forces launched a major offensive against the Ta’ang
National Liberation Army in neighbouring Namhsan Township. Almost all the houses in the
front line village Kon Tha were destroyed by shells and jet fighters, causing over 1,000 civilians
to flee for their lives from the village and the surrounding area.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25658

Kon Tha Residents Want Armed Groups To Rebuild Destroyed Village
By Network Media Group | Saturday, December 17, 2022

Villagers want the regime’s armed forces and the Ta’ang
National Liberation Army (TNLA) to provide them with
new homes, which were destroyed during nearly a week
of fighting between the two groups in northern Shan State

“Seven houses were burnt by shelling and more than 50
houses were damaged by artillery attacks and air strikes,”
S = : ™ a resident of Kon Tha, also called Jao Bram, who is now
seeking refuge in Namhsan town, told NMG. One civilian was killed and at least two others
injured in the clashes, and domestic animals also died.

“As far as | know, four houses belonging to civilians were completely burnt down. A Buddhist
monastery was also destroyed. Almost all houses in the village were damaged to a greater or
lesser extent,” said a woman from a Ta’ang civil society organisation.

A returning villager said: “We feel terrible to witness the destruction in our village. | think both
the military and the TNLA should avoid fighting in civilian areas. We certainly do not want to
face such a situation ever again.”

“The regime shouldn’t attack villages with fighter jets and artillery,” a man from a Ta’ang CSO
commented.

Until 7 December, when the junta attacked the Ta’ang armed group, there wasn’t any violence
between the groups in the area for several months.

Locals who have returned home say they can still hear gunfire in the distance and that fighter
jets sometimes circle over their village. Many others affected by the clashed have chosen to
remain at a Buddhist monastery in Namhsan town for now. They need food, drinking water,
warm clothes and blankets.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/12/17/22649
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Myanmar Junta Calls Ta’ang Army Battle a ‘Misunderstanding’
By THE IRRAWADDY | 19 December 2022

After suffering heavy casualties in recent clashes with the Ta’ang National Liberation Army
(TNLA) in northern Shan State, the Myanmar regime claims it was targeting People’s Defense
Forces (PDFs), not the TNLA.

Clashes between regime troops and the TNLA broke out in Namhsan on December 7. The TNLA
is fighting for autonomy for the ethnic Palaung or Ta’ang people in northern Shan State.

On Dec. 17, junta-controlled media said the two sides had reached an agreement after the
regime explained it was targeting PDFs, the armed wing of the parallel National Unity
Government, and that recent clashes with the TNLA resulted from a misunderstanding.

Regime forces said they had seized dead bodies of PDF fighters along with their weapons in
clashes, while also admitting to suffering some casualties.

The TNLA said that on Dec. 7 about 200 junta troops were airlifted to a location close to
Konethar Village, which they believed housed TNLA headquarters. Junta infantry then
attempted to raid nearby villages but were besieged by TNLA forces.

After six days of intense fighting, the TNLA gained control of four villages from junta forces,
according to TNLA spokesman Lieutenant Colonel Tar Aik Kyaw.

The regime reportedly carried out around 30 airstrikes in an attempt to rescue junta infantry
trapped in the failed attack.

Lt-Col Tar Aik Kyaw could not confirm casualty numbers, but a source close to TNLA fighters on
the ground said at least 70 junta soldiers were killed and 28 captured by the TNLA.

The TNLA on Sunday rejected the regime’s statement, saying that junta troops had not seized
weapons from either the TNLA or PDFs in the failed attack.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-calls-taang-army-battle-a-
misunderstanding.html

Shan refugee children see brighter future in Thailand
DECEMBER 19, 2022 | By FRONTIER

Thailand is issuing an increasing number of ID cards to stateless children in border camps
displaced by decades of conflict in Myanmar, while the older generations remain in limbo.

Early every weekday morning around 70 children gather in the Koung Jor Shan refugee camp,
just inside the border with Myanmar in the town of Piang Luang in northern Thailand’s Chiang
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Mai province. From there, two school buses — a pick-up and a light truck — arrive at 7:30 and
shuttle the students across the town to Lak Taeng and Ban Piang Luang schools.

4‘ ¢+ Shan refugee children pile into the back of a truck to attend Thai
b b public schools. (Frontier)

One of them is 17-year-old Dowraung, who lives in an orphanage
under the care of the camp’s officials along with 12 other girls
and seven boys.

Like some of the others, Dowraung is not actually an orphan. Her parents are both farmers in
Shan State’s Mong Hsat Township, but they sent her to the camp seven years ago to live with
her grandmother. Her grandmother, who had fled 13 years earlier amidst conflict between the
Myanmar military and the Restoration Council of Shan State, struggled to take care of
Dowraung, instead sending her to the orphanage.

Unlike her grandmother, who has been unable to receive documentation despite living in
Thailand for 20 years, Dowraung’s dream came true in June. That month, after seven years of
waiting, the Grade 7 student was issued a “person with no registration status” ID. Known
colloquially as a “hilltribe card”, the 10-year white card is issued specifically to stateless people
and confers various benefits, like greater freedom to travel domestically in Thailand, more
access to public services and a pathway to eventually achieving full citizenship.

“I am so happy to receive this card because | can go wherever | want to go, and | will be able to
attend university. After that, I'll easily find a job,” she told Frontier during a visit to the camp on
November 25.

Dowraung said this brings her one step closer to fulfilling her ambition of becoming a doctor
helping poor families like her own.

Organisations affiliated with Shan refugee camps confirmed to Frontier that the number of 10-
year Thai ID cards issued to stateless ethnic Shan children who are studying in Thai schools
along the Myanmar-Thai border this year is significantly higher than previous years.

“This will make the children’s future better,” Sai Laeng, a spokesperson of the Shan State
Refugee Committee-Thai Border, told Frontier on December 5.

Shwe Zin provides healthcare services at the one clinic in
Koung Jor. (Frontier)

“Thai officers mainly focus on the children in the Thai
education system. This year Thai policy seemed to change and
Thai authorities are giving IDs to all the kids in Thai schools,”
said Sai Wijit, president of the administrative committee in
Koung Jor refugee camp.
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The ‘happy hill’

The Shan State Refugee Committee-Thai Border works with six camps hosting over 6,200
people — Kong Moong Murng, Loi Tai Laeng, Loi Lam, Koung Jor, Loi Sam Sip and Loi Kaw Wan.
Unlike other parts of Myanmar which have been ravaged by war since the February 2021
military coup, eastern Shan State has seen little fighting. Most of the recent clashes in Shan
State have been concentrated in the north, . The
committee said only around 100 new refugees have joined those camps since the coup.

Koung Jor, which means “happy hill” in the Shan language, is the only one of the six located
inside Thailand. It was established in northern Chiang Mai province in 2002 when fighting
surged between the Myanmar military and the RCSS.

Although Thai authorities had intended to send the refugees back to Myanmar once the
fighting subsided, Myanmar authorities refused to accept them because they didn’t speak
Burmese, according to former camp leader Sai Tun*.

The camp initially hosted 636 refugees in 80 houses, which has gradually dwindled to around
300 people in 74 households. Sai Wijit said this decrease is mainly thanks to some refugees
getting married to Thai citizens or moving in with relatives who have Thai citizenship or
residency.

“When the sons and daughters of refugees go to work outside the camp, they get married and
have children. Sometimes they send their children back to their parents here to further their
education,” Sai Wijit said.

In 2005, the refugee camp opened a medical clinic, which is supported by the Burma Relief
Center, a civil society organisation based in Chiang Mai.

“We give medicines to patients free of charge. And we manage to send pregnant women who
are close to birth and patients who need surgery to the clinic in Piang Luang and the Wiang
Haeng district hospital. The Thai government does not allow us to conduct surgery or give
injections at this clinic,” said Nang Shwe Zin, the sole medical worker at the camp clinic.

Qualified in medical training courses arranged by the Shan Women’s Action Network, she says
she treats patients for cold, fever, coughs, knee pain, backache, and gastrointestinal issues
caused by alcohol abuse.

“Some of the villagers suffer from dizziness because they spray pesticides in the farms every
day,” she said.

When the clinic was first established, there were around seven births per year in the camp.
Now numbers are down to about three as parents try to make sure their children are born in
government hospitals.
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“If they give birth to their children at Thai government hospitals, they are sure to get a birth
certificate,” said Sai Tun. “If so, the children will have better chances of gaining 10-year ID
cards.”

17-year-old student Dowraung, who recently received her
ID card, pictured in a classroom. (Frontier)

‘Children are the future’

The UN refugee agency (UNCHR) estimates that 10 million
people are stateless worldwide, with Thailand hosting one
of the largest stateless populations, mostly from Myanmar.
In 2020, the interior ministry said there were over 539,000
stateless people living in Thailand, including nearly 300,000
children, the majority of which are in Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai provinces.

UNHCR said from 2011 to 2019, around 23,000 registered stateless people acquired Thai
citizenship —an important step forward, but only around 4 percent of the total recognised
stateless population. In 2018, the ministries of education and the interior said they aimed to
grant citizenship to over 90,000 stateless school children in order to give them access to
education and “other social services”.

But Sai Wijit told Frontier that he has only recently seen this plan being set in motion.

“For the last five years, they refused to give it to the kids,” he said. However, this year Thai
officials informed him that over 200 stateless students in Wiang Haeng district would be given
10-year ID cards, including around 15 from Koung Jor.

“This year the Thai officials said children are the future. It’s really important. If they give it to
them today, tomorrow their situation will already be better. Almost all the children in the camp
now have 10-year ID cards,” he said.

Of the 300 refugees in Koung Jor, around 80 are aged 18 or under, with roughly 60 in primary
school and another 20 in high school.

“l want to have Thai citizenship,” said Kong Pop, an 18-year-old student at Piang Luang. “We all
need it because it will be easier for us to get a job or start a business.”

Like Dowraung, he received his ID card three months ago, after waiting five years.

Four boys and one girl in Koung Jor were also awarded Thai national ID cards in honour of the
60th birthday of Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn in 2015. Sai Tun said the children, then aged
about 10, were chosen by district officials and schoolteachers.

“Most of the kids get IDs more easily from schools. The students who can join school are given
a 10-year ID as arranged by the teachers from schools. But some of the kids and refugees got
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10-year IDs because their families have connections with people who live in Thailand. So they
are on their [Thai] relatives’ family lists,” Sai Tun explained.

Sai Laeng said he believes many stateless children in Mae Hong Son, on the border with Kayah
State, and Fang are also getting ID cards this year.

“It’s hard to say the exact numbers because most of the Shan people do not come to the
refugee camps like us, but they live mixed with Thai people in the villages where their close
relatives stay. Especially in Fang, there are Shan villages on both the Myanmar and Thai side,”
he said.

Nai Ling pictured outside his home in the Koung Jor
refugee village. (Frontier)

Older refugees pin their hopes on the young

Despite existing for 20 years, the Koung Jor refugee camp
is not registered with UNHCR, and residents say
representatives only visited once in 2003. Sai Laeng
explained to Frontier that they did not want to be
recognised by UNHCR, for fear it would be separated administratively from the five associated
IDP camps inside Myanmar, making travel between the camps more difficult.

Unlike their Karen and Karenni counterparts, Shan refugees are not recognised asylum seekers
in Thailand, which is also not a signatory to the 1951 Refugee Convention.

Sai Laeng said international organisations had supported the Shan refugee camps with monthly
donations of food for a while, but aid dried up in 2017, due to the mistaken assessment that
Myanmar was on a path to peace and democracy.

“Since the food aid has stopped, the refugees struggle more and more to get by,” he said.

While the situation is improving for young people in the camps, there is no sign that this
goodwill will be extended to older refugees.

Nang Jing Nu, a 57-year-old undocumented refugee who has lived in the camp for 21 years, said
she would like Thai citizenship, but she has no hope of obtaining it.

“It’s too hard to earn money here. I've struggled more and more since | first moved here,
nothing is different,” she said. “The only hope we have is waiting for donors or outside help.”

Sai Wijit also said refugees in the camp who lack identification sometimes have to pay a lot of
money to access hospitals or medical clinics. They are unable to receive universal healthcare
insurance cards, which people with the 10-year stateless ID cards can apply for.
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The adults in Koung Jor refugee camp typically seek seasonal employment in the surrounding
agricultural area, harvesting crops like garlic and chilli, but this farm work only lasts around 100
days per year. Some also work on construction sites in the surrounding villages.

“A refugee can earn at least 250 baht (about USS$7.2) for his family per day during these days,
but they are jobless on most days of the year,” Sai Tun said.

Other job opportunities also disappeared due to COVID-19, he said. Female refugees used to
earn around 2,000-3,000 baht per month sewing Shan traditional clothing for various
ceremonies, which have been suspended since 2020.

Sai Na Ling, a 59-year-old refugee in Koung Jor told Frontier he is putting all his energy into
supporting his 16-year-old’s education, as he has no hope for his own future.

“I send my daughter to school because | want her future to be brighter and brighter. If she were
an educated person, she could support the whole family,” he said.

*denotes the use of pseudonym for safety reasons

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/shan-refugee-children-see-brighter-future-in-thailand/

Thailand to Host Non-ASEAN Meeting on Myanmar
By THAI PBS | 19 December 2022

Thailand has invited interested members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
to join an open-ended consultative meeting on the situation in Myanmar on Dec. 22.

The informed source, who asked not to be identified because he is not authorized to speak, said
that the meeting is not an ASEAN meeting. “It is a Thai initiative to update and exchange views
informally among colleagues interested in and affected by the Myanmar quagmire,” said the
source.

The source said that Thailand’s neighboring countries have confirmed their attendance. “These
countries are directly and indirectly impacted by the crisis in Myanmar,” he said, without
elaboration as to how many ASEAN members will join the consultation. Some of the countries
said that they could not attend due to the year-end activities.

With the Cambodian chairmanship ending on Dec. 31 and the ASEAN special envoy, Cambodian
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn, deciding to skip his third planned
visit to Naypyi tTaw, the source added that the time is ripe to keep those who are interested in
the loop, as the new ASEAN chair prepares to take up the task.

He pointed out that the idea to hold a non-ASEAN meeting is nothing new, as Thailand is eager
to find a common solution to the conflict, as it is the neighbor most affected by the current
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situation. In addition, at the recent ASEAN Regional Forum in Phnom Penh, Bangkok proposed a
1.5 track meeting, an unofficial interaction between official representatives of stakeholders.

After April 2021, the ASEAN leaders decided to bar Myanmar from ASEAN-related meetings.

After the ASEAN-related summit in Phnom Penh, the bloc’s leaders reviewed and tightened
their 5-point consensus and pressed the military junta to comply without delay. This week’s
non-ASEAN gathering will allow junta Foreign Minister Wunna Maung Lwin to join the informal
discussions with other colleagues, without the restriction imposed by the decision made by
April 2021.

Thailand’s initiative comes as the US Congress has upgraded its Burma Act 2022, to allow the US
government to provide non-lethal assistance to the National Unity Government, People’s
Defense’s Forces and Ethnic Armed Organizations.

“As a key member of ASEAN, Thailand also needs to look at the broader regional implications to
ensure peace and stability in the region, just as it did in the Cambodian conflict,” he said.

After the coup in Myanmar in February 2020, Thailand held consultations, both officially and
informally, with ASEAN dialogue partners, including those who share borders with Myanmar, in
search for the best solutions to the current crisis. Thailand also plans to invite these countries
for consultations,to synergize their efforts to return normality to Myanmar and fulfil the
inspirations of its people.

This article was first published by Thai PBS World.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/the-world-myanmar/thailand-to-host-non-asean-meeting-
on-myanmar.html
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