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Myanmar Regime Bank Employees Charged With Terrorism by NUG
By THE IRRAWADDY | 12 December 2022

Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government (NUG) has charged two detained regime
employees under the Counter-Terrorism Law for contributing to the terrorist military regime in
Kale Township, Sagaing Region.

Since March last year the Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, which is made up of
elected lawmakers from the ousted National League for Democracy, has declared the military
regime a “terrorist group” for its brutal killings of peaceful anti-coup demonstrators and arrests
of democratically-elected leaders and anti-coup activists.

On Saturday, the Kale People’s Police Service, which is under the control of the NUG’s Ministry
of Home Affairs and Immigration, arrested two Kale employees of the junta-controlled
Myanmar Economic Bank (Kale District), along with a Myanmar military soldier.

Kale People’s Police (in black uniforms) and Kale-PDF fighters
burning seized drugs in Kale Township, Sagaing Region. Photo/
Kalay People’s Police Force

Bank manager U Tun Tun Naing and clerk Ko Nyein Khant Zaw
were detained, along with army sergeant Min Zaw Oo, while they
were at a karaoke establishment and massage parlor.

Min Zaw Oo was shot dead after attacking the police while trying to escape, said Kale People’s
Police Service.

For contributing to the terrorist military regime, the two surviving detainees have been charged under
Section 52(a) of the Counter-Terrorism Law on the instructions of the NUG’s home affairs ministry,
according to the police.

Several months ago, the People’s Administration Group (Kale Township) started taking over
administration in Kale Township including setting rules and regulations, as well as overseeing
education, healthcare and public services, under the NUG’s instructions.

On September 13, the People’s Administration Group urged all staff contributing to the military
regime to quit and surrender as soon as possible.

At the same time, the Kale People’s Police Force has been taking action on several criminal cases in the
township.

For several months now, the NUG’s People’s Administration Groups and People’s Police Forces have
been performing administrative duties and tasks in many townships in Sagaing and Magwe regions and
Chin and Kayah states.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmar-regime-bank-employees-
charged-with-terrorism-by-nug.html
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Myanmar Junta Burns 26 Villages on Human Rights Day
By THE IRRAWADDY | 12 December 2022

Myanmar’s junta forces torched at least 26 villages in Sagaing Region on Human Right Day
despite no reports of fighting with resistance groups.

Villages were burned in Depayin, Tigyaing, Kawlin, Budalin and Ye-U townships were burned
down on Saturday.

Thirteen Tigyaing villages were burned.

Around 400 soldiers raided the township and torched villages all day using specialist
equipment, according to a resident.

Eight Depayin Township villages were burned down, including Let Yat Kone where regime
helicopters attacked a school in September. Thirteen civilians, including seven children, were
killed in the attack.

Nearby Nyaung Gyi Kone, Muu Ka Twin and Mae Oh were also destroyed, according to the
Depayin Township Brothers charity.

All the villages were reportedly almost completely burned down.
Mae Oh lost about 90 of its 100 houses, a member of the charity told The Irrawaddy.

“Myanmar signed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights but the soldiers ignored human
rights and the villages were burned down on Human Rights Day,” he said.

At least 19 Depayin villages have been torched by the regime troops so far this month and more
than 310,00 civilians from 31 villages have fled their homes, the charity reported.

A Let Yat Kone villager, who lost his home, told The Irrawaddy: “I hoped they would leave our
village because it became famous because of the school attack. But they torched it twice on
Saturday. There is nowhere to live. Our lives are ruined.”

Soldiers scrawled a message in Mae Oh: “You are in trouble as long as you support the
resistance.”

B bl S A junta message in Mae Oh village: “You are in trouble as
long as you support the resistance.” / Depayin People’s
Defence Force

Troops torched five Kawlin Township villages over the
weekend.
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The arson attacks are aiming to cut off support for resistance forces while avoiding
confrontation.

An estimated 27,500 houses in Sagaing Region had been burned down, Data For Myanmar
reported in November.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-burns-26-villages-on-human-rights-
day.html

Myanmar junta troops kill and rob 87-year-old IDP in Sagaing

The victim was shot at close range while helping to bring supplies to other displaced villagers in
Sagaing’s Htigyaing Township

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Dec 12, 2022

The body of 87-year-old Sein Maung, who was killed by
junta soldiers in Sagaing Region’s Htigyaing Township on
December 8 (Supplied)

Regime forces stole 450,000 kyat ($215) from an elderly,
displaced villager after killing him in Sagaing Region’s
Htigyaing Township last Thursday, according to local
sources.

Sein Maung, 87, was helping to bring supplies to other internally displaced persons (IDPs) when
he encountered soldiers near Zee Thaung, a village about 10km northwest of the town of
Htigyaing, the sources told Myanmar Now.

“He ran into the junta column as it was leaving Zee Thaung after carrying out an arson attack at
a bridge near the village entrance,” said an official of the township’s anti-junta People’s
Administration Team.

“He was shot dead and his body was dumped on a pile of chaff on the side of the road,” the
official added.

Citing relatives of the victim, locals said that the military also stole 450,000 kyat from his body,
which residents of Zee Thaung found upon returning to the village after the military left.

The body was cremated in Zee Thaung later the same day.

The killing came just over a week after junta soldiers shot and killed three men between the
ages of 50 and 60, including two with intellectual disabilities, at close range in the village of Ma
Au Pin in Sagaing’s Shwebo Township on November 30.
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According to a recent statement by the Htigyaing People’s Administration Team, the junta
column that killed Sein Maung—from Light Infantry Battalion 415, under Light Infantry Division
88—has committed a number of arson attacks in the northern part of the township since last
month.

Altogether, military forces operating in the area have destroyed a total of 674 houses in 18
villages in recent weeks, the statement claimed.

In Zee Thaung alone, residents said that regime soldiers burned down at least 100 houses on
the day before Sein Maung’s death.

Myanmar’s junta routinely denies carrying out arson attacks targeting civilian property. In
statements released earlier this month, the regime claimed that resistance fighters from the
People’s Defence Force and Kachin Independence Army were responsible for recent arson
attacks in northern Sagaing.

Meanwhile, the attacks have directly contributed to the soaring number of IDPs in Sagaing and
other parts of Myanmar. In just two weeks, thousands of Htigyaing Township residents have
been displaced, according to locals.

“People who were already displaced have had to flee again, and others are making preparations
to flee. Some are burying their valuables or shipping them elsewhere. People are arranging
accommodation in nearby villages in case their houses get burned down,” said a local volunteer
who works with IDPs.

According to the latest estimates of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs, there are 1.4 million IDPs in Myanmar, of whom 1.1 million have been
displaced since the February 2021 coup.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-troops-kill-and-rob-87-year-old-idp-in-
sagaing

Myanmar military launches air and ground strikes against TNLA

‘The battles will continue as long as they keep attacking us,” a spokesperson for the Ta’ang
ethnic armed organisation says of the fighting in northern Shan State

Nyein Swe / May Yu |Published on Dec 12, 2022

Junta forces launched a series of aerial and ground attacks against the Ta’ang National
Liberation Army (TNLA) in northern Shan State’s Namhsan Township last week, destroying
several homes and forcing residents to flee, local sources told Myanmar Now.

The assaults were targeted at a TNLA base located near the village of Kone Thar—10 miles
northwest of Namhsan town—and began on the afternoon of December 7, according to TNLA
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spokesperson Maj Tar Aik Kyaw. They lasted three days, during which time the junta reportedly
sent in more than 100 reinforcement troops by helicopter.

Soldiers from the Ta’ang National Liberation Army gather on
January 11, one day before marking the 59th anniversary of the
Ta’ang National Resistance Day, in Tangyan Township in northern
Shan State (STR/AFP via Getty Images)

On December 8 alone, the military launched around 10 airstrikes
on the area, the ethnic armed organisation’s spokesperson said.

“We have been defending ourselves against their attacks,” he told Myanmar Now. “It’s simple:
the battles will continue as long as they keep on attacking us.”

Artillery shells fired by the junta’s forces landed in Kone Thar, causing fires to break out that
destroyed multiple homes, according to the TNLA.

The number of casualties on each side was not known at the time of reporting.

Displaced locals from Namhsan township are seen taking shelter
at a local monastery (Shwe Phee Myay)

More than 1,000 civilians, including residents of Kone Thar, as
well as the neighbouring communities of Man Long, Ping Long and
Hu Man, fled the fighting, according to the administrator of one of
the villages in question.

“There were only a few people who stayed behind to look after the valuables, as well as a few
elderly people in some of the villages,” the administrator for Ping Long said on Friday
afternoon.

Fearing encounters with the military, he added that the displaced locals were avoiding
travelling along the main roads, and had fled to the forests.

The military council has not released any information on fighting against Ta’ang forces in
northern Shan State.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-launches-air-and-ground-strikes-
against-tnla

Hundreds Flee Junta Airstrikes In Namhsan
By SHAN | December 12, 2022

Regime forces shelled Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) positions and drove hundreds of
villagers from their homes in Namhsan Township, northern Shan State.
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Volunteers told SHAN that nearly 600 residents from Mang Lon and Peing Lon took shelter from
the violence in Namhsan town on 9 December, while some villagers from Mang Lon and Kon
Tha and Hu Meng fled to Namtu and Lashio.

IDPs at a temple in Namsan township.

“I think more than 300 people are still trapped in their
village and volunteers are trying to rescue them,” said one
person who's helping them on condition of anonymity. The
civilians, mostly women and children, had arrived in the
town empty-handed and in need of food and warm clothes
and blankets to protect themselves from the freezing
temperatures, he explained. Another Namhsan resident,
who also requested anonymity, said the military was checking everyone’s phones at
checkpoints set up in the town.

The regime’s air and ground forces have been attacking the TNLA camp in the township since 7
December. Last Thursday, the junta attacked with five fighter jets and artillery, with stray shells
landing in Kon Tha, also spelled Koong Sar.

“Five civilian houses were burnt by the shelling and one villager was injured,” an anonymous
source told SHAN. Ta’ang troops reportedly cornered regime fighters, forcing them to call in air
support. “The TNLA knows the terrain in the area and was able to trap the soldiers until the
military flew air strikes...Many civilians were trapped by the fighting.”

Observers suspect the regime has used the recent informal ceasefire negotiated with the
TNLA’s ally, the Arakan Army, in Rakhine State to attack the Ta’ang armed group in northern
Shan State.

SHAN has repeatedly reached out to TNLA spokesperson Brig-Gen Tar Bone Kyaw for comment
but couldn’t reach him.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25643

Over a Dozen Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Three Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 12 December 2022

At least 14 Myanmar junta forces including a pro-regime militia member were killed in the last
three days as People’s Defense Force groups (PDFs) escalated their attacks on regime targets
across the country.
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In one case, two staff from a junta-controlled government bank were arrested and charged by
the People’s Police Force of Myanmar’s parallel National Unity Government (NUG) under the
Counterterrorism Law for contributing to the terrorist military.

Incidents were reported in Sagaing, Magwe, Mandalay, Yangon, Bago and Tanintharyi regions.
The Irrawaddy has collected the following reports of significant attacks from PDFs.

Some military casualties could not be independently verified.

Three regime forces killed in Sagaing

Resistance fighters of Chinland Defense Force-Kalay,
Kabaw, Gangaw. / CDF-KKG

Three junta soldiers and police officers were killed and
three others injured in Kale Township, Sagaing Region
on Saturday when local PDF group Chinland Defense
Force-Kalay, Kabaw, Gangaw (CDF-KKG) ambushed
regime forces based at the police station in Myauk See

Village.
The regime forces were attacked as they were going out for sentry duty.

Following the ambush, a firefight erupted between the PDF forces and junta reinforcements
from the police station, said CDF-KKG.

The PDF’s video shows resistance fighters engaging in a clash with regime forces.
Two regime servants arrested in Sagaing

Two servants of junta-controlled Myanmar Economic Bank (Kale
District) after being seized by NUG’s Kalay Police Force. / Kalay
Police Service

mecnffySGed Rieobiecnosi) (o)og/ o 1 wfFRecSgBSqedeppoesgie

Qo) gy ooepsd cphicghiéed Bliofeadclel goSoodidlosy
Kalay Police Service of Myanmar’s civilian National Unity
Government (NUG) claimed to have captured two junta
servants of the regime-controlled Myanmar Economic Bank
(Kale District) along with a regime soldier in the town of Kale,

Sagaing Region on Saturday.

Bank manager U Tun Tun Naing and clerk Ko Nyein Khant Zaw were arrested by the People’s
Police Force along with an army sergeant while they were at a KTV karaoke establishment and
massage parlor.

The army sergeant was shot dead as he attacked the people’s forces in an attempt to flee the
arrest, the Kalay Police Force said.
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For contributing to the terrorist military regime, the two detainees have been charged under
Section 52 (a) of the Counterterrorism Law on the instructions of the NUG’s Home Affairs and
Immigration Ministry, the police force said.

Three junta troops killed by PDF land mines in Sagaing

Resistance fighters of Taze-PDF during an operation. / Taze-
PDF

A junta soldier and two pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia
members were killed in Taze Township, Sagaing Region on
Sunday when they triggered PDF land mines, said Taze-PDF,

which planted the mines.
Four regime troops killed in Sagaing

Resistance fighters of Civilian Defense and Security
Organization of Myaung. / Ko Nway Oo-Myaung

Civilian Defense and Security Organization of Myaung (CDSOM)
claimed it and other PDF groups killed four junta soldiers and
=4 injured six others as they ambushed a military detachment
near a mountain in Myaung Township, Sagaing Region on Saturday.

They used land mines and 40-mm explosives in their ambush. No PDF casualties were reported
despite regime forces responding with firearms, the PDF group said.

Pro-regime militia member assassinated in Mandalay

Pro-regime militia member U Maung Shein, who was
assassinated by Wundwin Township Revolution Forces in
Wundwin Township. / WTRF

Local resistance group Wundwin Township Revolution Force
(WTRF) claimed to have assassinated pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee
militia member U Maung Shein from Thae Taw Lay Village in

' Wundwin Township, Mandalay Region on Saturday.

Regime forces attacked in Tanintharyi

A junta soldier was seriously injured in the town of Kalain Aung in Yephyu Township,
Tanintharyi Region on Saturday when resistance fighters of Spring Dhamma PDF group raided
regime forces stationed at the house of Police Sergeant Ye Win Tun, said the PDF group.

The policeman and his regime associates are notorious for extortion and distribution of
drugs. After an exchange of gunfire, the PDF fighters escaped from the area without casualties.
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Two regime forces killed in PDF ambush in Magwe

Two regime forces were killed and another injured in Myaing Township, Magwe Region on
Saturday when combined PDF groups jointly used land mines to ambush regime forces
stationed at a camp in the area, said Satkyar PDF group, which joined the attack.

The regime forces were ambushed while they were going out to extort money from civilians,
the group said.

The PDF’s photos showed many pools of blood on a highway.
Military convoy ambushed in Magwe

Weapons and explosives of Satkyar-PDF based in Myaing
Township. / Satkyar-PDF

A junta soldier was killed and three others injured in Myaing
Township, Magwe Region last Friday when combined PDF groups
used firearms and land mines to ambush four military vehicles,
claimed Satkyar-PDF, which was involved in the attack.

The convoy was ambushed between Kine Taw Ma Police station and a pro-regime militia camp
while returning from a junta base.

The PDF’s videos show military vehicles being ambushed on a road.
Regime forces bombed in Yangon

An underground resistance group claimed it and two other PDF groups used a bomb to attack
regime forces stationed at the Electric Power Corporation office on Insein Road in Hlaing
Township, Yangon on Saturday.

However, regime casualties were unknown.
The PDF’s video shows a blast occurring after a PDF fighter throws a bomb at regime targets.
Police station bombed in Yangon

Urban resistance group War of Hunter Revolution Force claimed it used a remote-controlled
bomb to attack housing for junta policemen at the police station in Hlaing Tharyar Township,
Yangon on Saturday night.

The police building is believed to have been damaged in the attack, the PDF group said.
Military regime-owned telecom tower bombed in Bago

Bago Region-PDF claimed two of its groups used five land mines to destroy a military junta-
owned Mytel Telecom Tower in a village in Paukkaung Township, Bago Region early on
Saturday.
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A PDF video shows a tower being bombed.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/over-a-dozen-myanmar-junta-forces-killed-in-three-days-of-
resistance-attacks.html

7 NCA signatories say calling for informal dialogue with the military regime is an effort to
engage in inclusive political dialogue

By Thanlwintimes | December 10, 2022

Yangon, December (10) Colonel Saw Kyaw Nyunt,
spokesperson for seven NCA signatories, told the Than
Lwin Times that the offer to meet informally with the
Military Council was part of an effort to hold a political
dialogue involving all parties.

The seven EAOs who signed the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement (NCA) have attended two peace talks invited by the Military Council, and on
December 7 sent an offer letter to Lt. Gen. Yar Pyae, Chairman of the National Solidarity and
Peacemaking Negotiation Committee (NSPNC), for an informal meeting with the Military
Council.

The letter states that an initial informal meeting with a few representatives from each side will
begin quietly in Chiang Mai, Thailand, on December 12.

Representatives from both sides will meet informally in Taunggyi or Mawlamyine from
December 15 to 17 to discuss their respective points of view.

Also, on December 20 and 21, formal discussions will be held in Yangon, and common
agreements that can be accepted by both parties will be officially signed at a suitable place and
time.

Col. Saw Kyaw Nyunt, spokesperson for the seven NCA-signatories, said that the offer to hold
an informal meeting was an attempt to obtain a framework for holding political talks with all
the parties concerned.

In addition, Col. Saw Kyaw Nyunt added that seven NCA-signatories’ proposed informal meeting
aims to achieve a win-win situation acceptable to both sides with the NSPNC of the Military
Council.

An expert on ethnic issues suggested that rather than having individual meetings with the
Military Council, all seven ethnic groups may cooperate on the development of the state
constitution and Union Accord Part Ill.
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Among the seven EAOs attempting to hold informal talks with the Military Council are the New
Mon State Party (NMSP), the Arakan Liberation Party (ALP), the Democratic Karen Benevolent
Army (DKBA), the Karen National Union/Karen National Liberation Army-Peace Council
(KNU/KNLA-PC), the Lahu Democratic Union (LDU), Pa-O National Liberation Organization
(PNLO) and the Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS).

The Than Lwin Times attempted to reach some of the members of the informal negotiation
team, comprised of individual representatives from seven NCA-signatories for comment, but
telephone calls went unanswered.

https://thanlwintimes.com/2022/12/10/7-nca-signatories-say-calling-for-informal-dialogue-
with-the-military-regime-is-an-effort-to-engage-in-inclusive-political-dialogue/

Beatings leave Insein prisoner with head injuries and broken arm

The victim, who was accused of insulting the prison’s warden, also had a taser shoved in his
mouth, a prison source claimed

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Dec 12, 2022

The main entrance to Insein Prison (Myanmar Now)

A political detainee has suffered a cerebral haemorrhage
and other injuries after being beaten for insulting the
warden of Yangon’s Insein Prison last week, according to a
prison source.

The victim, Win Htut Oo, was accused of shouting “Nyi
Lay!”—meaning “little brother” in Burmese—when the
warden passed to offer food to detained Buddhist monks in memory of another monk who died
behind bars last Tuesday.

Several prisoners were subsequently beaten, including Win Htut Oo, who is currently serving a
six-year sentence on incitement and weapons charges.

After the 40-year-old allegedly admitted to the offence, he was taken out of his cell to “meet
with the warden” in his office, where he was subjected to another beating, the source said.

He was then taken away for Covid-19 testing and placed in an isolation cell, where he was
assaulted a third time, including with a taser, according to the source.

“He was literally beaten to a pulp. And they didn’t just use the taser on his body—they also put
it in his mouth. A whole crowd of them ganged up on him. He couldn’t even scream,” said the
source, who did not want to be named.
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Following this last beating, Win Htut Oo was transferred to the prison hospital to receive
treatment for a broken arm and severe head injuries, the source said, adding that his current
condition is unknown.

Myanmar Now has been unable to independently verify the source’s claims. Attempts to speak
to the victim’s family and prison authorities regarding the incident have been unsuccessful.

In October, another detainee at the prison had to be hospitalised for a broken jaw and other
injuries after being assaulted by criminal convicts.

Hlaing Nyi, the victim of that attack, was also one of 89 Insein prisoners who were brutally
beaten for taking part in a Silent Strike protest against military rule late last year.

At around the same time as his more recent ordeal, 21 other political detainees in the prison
were reportedly being tortured for making an offering to monks in memory of four
prisoners executed by the Myanmar regime in July.

Late last month, a junta-controlled military tribunal sentenced seven students of Yangon’s
Dagon University to death for allegedly murdering a retired lieutenant colonel in April.

According to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, a total of 132 people have been
sentenced to death for attacks targeting the regime that seized power in February 2021.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/beatings-leave-insein-prisoner-with-head-injuries-and-
broken-arm

Myanmar’s ‘Neutral’ Intellectuals Are Poison
By BANYAR AUNG | 12 December 2022

Once prominent opposition figures who fought the military dictatorship, some former activists
are indirectly helping the current military regime in Myanmar.

But this is not unusual in this Southeast Asian nation. Its political history is littered with such
opportunistic political scoundrels.

When the enemy is too strong to defeat, they opt to cooperate with it. They betray their
political principles and commitments, and willingly serve the interests of the enemy in
exchange for some entitlements granted to them.

In the post-independence period, politicians contested for highly paid seats in the government
and parliament with the pledge to serve the interests of the people. But they forgot their words
after they were elected to office. They betrayed the public’s trust in them.

When General Ne Win seized power in 1962 and subsequently introduced his economic
ideology, the “Burmese Way to Socialism,” which finally pushed Myanmar into grinding
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poverty, many rose against his rule. But then, some opponents obediently worked to advance
the general’s “socialism” dream after bravely fighting the military on the front line for years.
They betrayed themselves.

Similarly, those who once advocated loudly for democracy and federalism in the country are
serving the current military regime today. Some dissidents who bravely fled life imprisonment
from notorious Cocogyun Island are now submissively working for the junta.

Once they fought bravely for the cause of democracy and human rights in Myanmar, but today,
they are cooperating with those whom they once called the enemy.

While some are publicly collaborating with their former enemy, some are not. The way they are
helping the regime is so subtle that it is difficult to notice.

After the 1988 pro-democracy uprising, many went into exile, and some reached Western
countries where they were trained by international agencies in democratic norms, and conflict
resolution. Some of them obtained master’s degrees and doctorates.

Some got familiar with political theories of Western countries though they did not obtain
degrees. They tried and worked out solutions for Myanmar’s conflicts. They also shared their
thoughts with the public, and were appointed to international organizations, international news
agencies, and Myanmar-focused organizations funded by Western countries. From
revolutionaries, they became political intellectuals.

After the democratization process in 2010, there were louder calls for dialogue and national
reconciliation, following some political reforms initiated under U Thein Sein’s quasi-civilian
government. Inevitably, the political intellectuals and organizations backed by Western
countries played a part in this trend.

Their theories and perceptions of democracy, federalism, human rights, gender equality and
environmental conservation commanded considerable attention from the educated. Citing the
interesting examples of Colombia, South Africa, Indonesia, Nepal, and India’s federalism, they
promoted themselves as the political know-how in Myanmar’s peace process.

It must be noted that the notion of national reconciliation was at the time centered around the
commonly held belief that Myanmar’s military, as the strongest institution in the country,
couldn’t be left out of the country’s politics if Myanmar’s prolonged political problems were to
be solved.

This notion grew stronger when the previous government dominated by ex-generals accepted
the electoral victory of the National League for Democracy (NLD) and handed over power to it
in 2016. With that notion growing in popularity, people did not care about which side those
political intellectuals supported.
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The military coup on Feb. 1 last year forced a drastic change in Myanmar’s political landscape.
The political bubble of national reconciliation burst, and the notion of military-centered
problem solving was thrown into question.

The coup has also forced politicians and those involved in politics to choose one side. It is also
impossible for political intellectuals to hold a neutral stand because they must have a firm
stance and view in order to judge a political problem.

Most of them still uphold the military-centered approach and call for dialogue to solve political
problems in Myanmar. They condemn the armed resistance, ignoring the fact that Myanmar
people were only peacefully demanding democracy until many of their friends and relatives
were deliberately shot dead in brutal crackdowns. And they have not spoken a word in criticism
of the military putsch.

They have advocated ceasefire and dialogue, and try secretly to promote ceasefires between

the regime and ethnic armed organizations (EAOs). They fail to stand by the Myanmar people
and make no effort to understand their plight. They are tight-lipped about the regime’s faults,
and its countless atrocities, and fail to objectively assess the changing situation.

In other words, they are serving the interests of the regime in the name of peace and political
dialogue, while ignoring the fact that the Myanmar military has never had a genuine desire for
peace.

They ignore the need to recognize and engage with the parallel National Unity Government and
the People’s Defense Force, which represent democracy forces from Bamar-majority central
Myanmar, if Myanmar’s crisis is to be solved.

Instead, they have only engaged with EAOs, and urged them to observe a ceasefire. Their action
contributes to the regime’s strategy to make a temporary truce with EAOs, and focus its efforts
on crushing the democratic forces in central Myanmar.

Unlike the political scoundrels of previous eras, political scoundrels of today do not publicly
cooperate with the regime. As they enjoy fat remuneration packages from their foundations
funded by Western countries, they don’t need to ask for entitlements from the regime, and
don’t need to risk their image by openly supporting the regime.

They are not as noticeable as political scoundrels from previous eras. But they are still a major
obstacle to Myanmar’s prospects of achieving genuine democracy.

Citing their personal experience of armed struggle in the past, they argue the ongoing armed
resistance is hopeless, and will finally end up at the dialogue table. If the military had a real
desire for dialogue and genuine peace in Myanmar, there might be something to what they say.

Using their image, they are promoting the idea of dialogue. But they are ignoring the regime’s
violence against the Myanmar people. They have not mentioned a word about the thousands of
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people who have died at the hands of the Myanmar military since last year’s coup. They are
silent about the regime torching many villages in central Myanmar.

The foundation of their thought is not to complain about what the Myanmar military does, and
to take what it gives. They are acting based on that view.

It is important for people to be aware of their thoughts and actions. They are poison to both
the country and the people.

Banyar Aung is a political and military analyst.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/myanmars-neutral-intellectuals-are-
poison.html

Myanmar Junta Proxy Party Chief Earns Support From Former Colleagues
By THE IRRAWADDY | 12 December 2022

Former ministers from the quasi-civilian 2010-15 government have been advising U Khin Yi, the
chairman of the military’s proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP).

Since being appointed in October, U Khin Yi has traveled extensively, devoting himself to
inflaming nationalism, slamming the National League for Democracy and encouraging party
members to fight the resistance.

He has challenged resistance forces to try to kill him and urged USDP members to fight together
when the time is ripe.

Former president’s office minister U Aung Min, Bago Region chief minister U Nyan Win and
Karen State chief U Zaw Min met U Khin Yi in Bago on Friday. The three enthusiastically
provided help, U Khin Yi posted on Facebook.

8% U Aung Min, former minister and peace negotiator, talks to
= USDP members in Bago on December 9. / U Khin Yi Facebook

U Khin Yi says a lion’s spirit is engraved in every USDP
member’s heart, comparing the party to a pride. The party’s
logo is a lion.

,,,,,,,,,

"( ! Under dictator Than Shwe, U Khin Yi was police chief, U Aung
Min was rail minister, U Nyan Win was foreign minister and Major General Zaw Min headed the
Karen State government. Under President Thein Sein, U Khin Yi was the immigration and
population minister. The four worked together on U Thein Sein’s peace process. U Aung Min
acted as the chief negotiator with ethnic armed groups at the time.
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U Nyan Win, an ex-foreign minister, talks to USDP members in
Bago on December 9. / U Khin Yi Facebook

The other three kept a low profile after being defeated in the
2015 general election. But U Khin Yi, as a henchman in
successive regimes, was involved in planning the 2021 coup

J while USDP vice-chair. He organized pro-military rallies in
which purported sympathizers rampaged through Yangon, punching and stabbing anyone
opposing them.

He was appointed immigration and population minister in Min Aung Hlaing’s regime before
stepping down to steer the USDP through the election which the regime plans to hold next
year.

U Aung Min and U Zaw Min have reappeared at junta events. With the military constitutionally
guaranteed 25 percent of parliamentary seats, the USDP is expected to win enough seats for
Min Aung Hlaing to be named president.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-proxy-party-chief-earns-support-
from-former-colleagues.html

People Long For What We Did For Them After 2010: SNDP Chair
By THE IRRAWADDY | 12 December 2022

The Shan Nationalities Democratic Party (SNDP), also known as the White Tiger party, is one of
two major ethnically Shan parties in Shan State. It says it is planning to run in the Myanmar
junta’s general election being planned next year. The planned election is being denounced by a
majority of the population, the civilian National Unity Government and the international
community.

The SNDP was among numerous political parties which met the junta-installed Union Election
Commission (UEC) on changes to the electoral system from first past the post (FPTP) to
proportional representation (PR), following the coup in February last year.

The junta is keen on PR because under the military-drafted 2008 Constitution it could enable
the junta and its allied parties to claim legitimacy and enable regime leader Min Aung Hlaing to
fulfill his presidential dream.

The United Nations, United States and National League for Democracy (NLD), which won a
landslide victory in the 2020 general election, said any election planned by the junta would be
fraudulent.

The SNDP had 108 candidates in 2020 but won only one seat.
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In an interview with The Irrawaddy, SNDP chairman Sai Aik Pao told of preparations and
expectations for the junta election.

Will you enter the junta election?
Of course. We registered our party to run. If not, why establish a party?
What have you prepared?

We have chosen candidates. We can’t give the names yet but we will field many more
candidates than in 2020.

Are you expecting success?

PR will be different. Under FPTP, if another party gets one more vote, it wins. But now success
is measured proportionately.

In the 2015 election, we only won one seat but, according to the UEC, under PR we would have
won 12 seats [one in the upper house, four in the lower house and seven in the regional
parliament]. So we hope to win more seats in the next election.

How are the party’s relations with people in Shan State?

They are yearning for us. We won 58 seats in the 2010 election [which was boycotted by the
NLD and the other major Shan party, the Shan Nationalities League for Democracy] and
received six ministerial positions. We helped people a lot.

Now they are longing for what we did for them in the past and are interested in our White Tiger
party.

We will help the displaced and have urged armed groups to halt the fighting and suspend the
collection of extortion money. After we issued a statement, the RCSS [Restoration Council of
Shan State] said it would suspend recruitment. Conditions have improved a lot since then.

What has the party been doing since 20217?
Covid meant we could only really issue statements.
What do you think of parties boycotting any junta election?

It is their decision and | won’t comment. Each party’s policies differ and they can make their
own minds up.

Will you cooperate with the junta and its allies from the Union Solidarity and Development
Party?

We can work with everybody, including the NLD. We want to work for prosperity, the rule of
law and development.
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Many have rejected the junta’s election plans as fraudulent. Why is it different for the SNDP?

[He laughs] There was criticism of the 2020 general election as well. Everyone can criticize.
There will always be criticism. It is natural. Nothing will work if we let criticism stop us acting.
The 2020 US election disputes are still not resolved.

How about junta claims of widespread electoral fraud in 20207

| don’t want to comment on the past. We only think of how we can make peace, develop and
become a strong ASEAN member. If we keep talking about the past we can’t move forward.

Do you know if other Shan parties will contest a junta election?

| don’t have any interest in other parties. It is a democracy and people can vote for whichever
party they want. But with PR, no vote will be wasted.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/people-long-for-what-we-did-for-them-after-
2010-sndp-chair.html
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