PEACE Info (November 29, 2022)

2 More Former NLD Lawmakers Jailed by Myanmar Junta
‘This small flame’: Hunted and cash-strapped Yangon guerrillas vow to continue struggle
Sagaing region prison court sentences 9 PDF medics to 12 years each
Elderly Civilians Killed in Myanmar Junta Raids in Sagaing
Junta uses air power to retaliate against resistance advances in central, northwestern
Myanmar
Officer Among Over a Dozen Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Three Days of Resistance
Attacks
Regime Forces Momauk Villagers To Return Home
Rakhine Truce Between Myanmar Junta and Arakan Army ‘Hanging by a Thread’
Hundreds Displaced By Fresh Fighting In Hsipaw
World Bank-backed Yoma Bank Working With Myanmar military’s Mytel Network Operator
Freed Myanmar Activist Mya Aye Describes Harrowing Imprisonment
Formerly Detained Japanese Journalist Urges Tokyo to Pressure Myanmar Junta
Myanmar’s post-coup economy is heading for a reckoning
Bangladesh, Myanmar border police agree to work jointly against militant groups
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2 More Former NLD Lawmakers Jailed by Myanmar Junta
By THE IRRAWADDY | 29 November 2022
Dr. Pyae Phyo, left, and U Wai Lin Aung

Myanmar’s junta sentenced two former MPs of the
ousted National League for Democracy (NLD) to 26 years
in prison on Monday.

U Wai Lin Aung, who represented Myaungmya
Township, and Dr. Pyae Phyo who represented Einme and Wakema, both in Ayeyarwady
Region, were jailed by a district court in Myawaddy, Karen State, on Terrorism and Treason
(Section 112) charges almost a year after being arrested.

They were arrested in Lay Kay Kaw Township on the Thai -Myanmar border on December 14
,2021 and detained in an interrogation center. Three months of violence and torture during
interrogation took a toll on their health, but both have since reportedly recovered.

The two were detained at Myawaddy police station before being sentenced on Monday and will
likely be sent to Hpa-an prison in Karen State.

Their jailing comes less than two weeks after the regime released political prisoners in a Nov.
17 pardon seemingly aimed at easing international pressure over mass imprisonment of
opponents.

A regime court last month sentenced the NLD’s former representative in Taungdwingyi, Magwe
Region, to 148 years in prison on terrorism charges.

U Win Myint Hlaing, 52, was already serving a 25-year sentence in Magway’s Daung Nay prison
on “terrorism” charges. The junta brands all groups who oppose its military rule as “terrorists”.
U Win Myint Hlaing now faces a combined sentence of 173 years in prison.

Arresting and imprisoning representatives elected by the people violates the principle of
democracy, said Daw Thandar, a former NLD MP for Einme Township.

“It is proof that the military’s power seizure after claiming electoral fraud was completely
wrong. It violated the political will of the people who voted in the election,” Daw Thandar told
The Irrawaddy.

She urged the international community to take action against the military regime.

The junta has arrested another 1,169 NLD members, including 90 former MPs, since the coup in
February 2021. Sixty-seven members, including two ex-MPs, were killed in detention, according
to the NLD.
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More than 16,000 people have been arrested since the coup, and nearly 13,000 remain in
detention, according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, a rights group that
monitors arrests.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/2-more-former-nld-lawmakers-jailed-by-myanmar-
junta.html

‘This small flame’: Hunted and cash-strapped Yangon guerrillas vow to continue struggle
NOVEMBER 29, 2022 | By FRONTIER

An anti coup protester in Yangon last year dresses for armed
confrontation. (Frontier)

A core group of committed urban fighters continue to wage a
guerrilla war against the military, despite mass arrests, civilian
casualties, limited success and dwindling financial support.

After the military gunned down hundreds of peaceful
protesters, 23-year-old Ko Zarni* banded together with other like-minded youths in April last
year. Calling themselves “underground guerrilla” fighters, or UGs, they launched attacks against
security forces in the commercial capital Yangon, mainly employing bombs and drive-by
shootings.

Scores of similar guerrilla groups formed at the same time, marking the moment Myanmar’s
protest movement transformed into armed resistance in response to increasingly brutal
violence by security forces. The junta’s local officials began to be assassinated on an almost
daily basis, and the urban struggle seemed to escalate with the killing of five police officers on a
Yangon train in August last year.

“We have been fighting for almost two years,” Ko Zarni told Frontier in November. “We can’t
get arrested now. We have too much to do.”

But despite these defiant words, many UGs in Yangon have been arrested, and armed
resistance to military rule has largely faltered in urban areas, even as it enjoys unexpected
success in rural parts of the country.

On October 30, junta-controlled media announced the arrest of 10 young members of the Inya
Urban Force (IUF), accusing them of orchestrating the killing of former Brigadier-General Ohn
Thwin, one of the most high-profile assassinations since the February 2021 military coup. On
November 3, it said another 21 resistance fighters had been arrested with weapons and
ammunition between October 18 and 24 in Yangon’s outer Dala Township, accusing them of
robbing banks and carrying out assassinations.
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The arrests were just the latest in a series of major blows to the armed resistance in Yangon,
perhaps best illustrated by the capture and execution of prominent activist Ko Jimmy and
popular politician Phyo Zeyar Thaw, accused of leading the movement.

“Sometimes we think about Ko Maung Kyaw as if he were still with us,” Ko Zarni said, using a
nickname for Phyo Zeyar Thaw, who he claimed worked closely with his group. “If he were still
with us, we would not have lost as many lives.”

Ko Zarni said in recent months, military intelligence has become more effective, and informants
are camouflaged among ordinary citizens.

“If they caught one of us by following us or [making unannounced home visits on the pretext of]
checking the overnight guest list, they’d force him to talk to us and act normal. Then they’d
make him lure us somewhere else and arrest us once we arrived,” he explained.

Ko Zarni said security forces also sometimes pose as sympathetic members of the public, trying
to meet in person to make donations. Other times, he said that he believes they monitor phone
calls and check CCTV tapes for vehicle licence plates used in attacks.

Ko Zarni said the executions, and the deaths of his comrades tortured in custody, did not make
UG fighters more afraid, but only angered them and strengthened their resolve.

“This blood debt must be repaid no matter what it takes,” he said.

But he acknowledged that the armed resistance movement in Yangon has faltered lately and
said this is due to a combination of military crackdowns, fatigue and a lack of support.

“Because we are running low on manpower, it is becoming more difficult to carry out missions,”
he said, explaining that some UG fighters have fled to the countryside to join the more effective
rural uprisings, while others have had to go into hiding.

“But we will never stop fighting,” he insists.

Members of the People’s Defence Force, armed wing of the
parallel National Unity Government, taking part in training at
a camp in Kayin State on October 6 last year. (AFP)

Fleeing the city

Ko Naing*, a former UG in Yangon, fled to rural Bago Region
eight months ago, after members of his cell began getting

arrested one by one.

“Eventually, one of my comrades who was staying in the same house as me got arrested while
he was out scouting, so then | was sure they would also have my name,” he said, explaining he
left the city immediately after.
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Like many other young revolutionaries, Ko Naing had been trained by the Karen National Union,
an ethnic armed group that operates in Bago and Tanintharyi Regions, as well as Kayin and Mon
States.

Most of his fellow trainees joined a People’s Defence Force. PDFs are officially the armed wing
of the parallel National Unity Government, appointed by elected lawmakers in defiance of the
coup, although the term is often used generally to refer to any armed group formed in
opposition to the coup. Ko Naing, however, decided to return to Yangon at first to be a UG, but
was able to join his former fellow trainees in the PDF when he was forced to flee.

“Some of us had to leave our duties in the city and return to the jungle due to safety concerns,
but we have joined hands with those who are fighting here,” he said.

Resistance groups formed since the coup have teamed up with more established ethnic armed
groups in Kayin, Kayah and Kachin states, while also stunning the military in Sagaing and
Magway regions in Myanmar’s central Dry Zone, which had not seen significant armed conflict
in previous decades. But while these groups have managed to dismantle the junta’s
administration in many rural areas, major towns and cities remain in the military’s grip.

Ko Zarni said UGs are also suffering from a lack of financial support, with limited funds from the
NUG and increasingly dwindling donations from the public.

Ma Su Mon*, a 32-year-old resident of Yangon’s Insein Township who says she feels a thrill
whenever she hears a bomb blast or gunshot, is among the UGs staunchest supporters.

“Whenever | hear about military or police casualties in our neighbourhood, | feel great. They
deserve it since we’ve lost many on our side, such as those who fell in the protests and the
victims of the military’s bombings in rural areas in Kachin and Kayin states,” she said, adding
that she donates to armed groups operating in Yangon once or twice per month.

“l know that they are giving their lives for us, the people, so we should help them financially,”
she said.

But fewer and fewer citizens appear able or willing to sustain this level of support.

“We are running low on funds to purchase weapons and materials. If the public donated to us
more, we could carry out more missions,” Ko Zarni said. At the same time, prices of basic
commodities are rising across the country, due to a combination of inflation and a deteriorating
kyat, making life in Yangon increasingly expensive.

A member of UG group God’s Hand Forces, who uses the nom de guerre Sayar Kyaung, agreed.

“Each group has their own struggle to survive,” he said, adding they often find it hard to pay
“for food and accommodation, let alone equipment. And they don’t get any help. So, they
realise they can’t survive here and go back to the jungle. I've seen this happen to six or seven
other groups | know.”
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Passers-by help people injured after a bomb blast in central
Yangon on May 31 (Facebook | AFP)

Botched attacks and civilian casualties

Other reasons for dwindling public support may include the
® high rate of civilian casualties that inevitably occur when

B | staging attacks in densely populated urban areas, and the
fact that rural PDFs have been much more successful.

Ma Htet Htet*, a 26-year-old from Yangon’s Kyauktada Township, told Frontier she used to
donate to UGs regularly but has since shifted to funding PDFs, largely due to increased civilian
casualties in UG attacks. She pointed to a bomb blast at a bus stop in May that wounded
numerous civilians as an example.

“l don’t believe our [UGs] would intentionally attack civilians, and | guess these casualties are
inevitable when it comes to war,” she said. “I felt a bit guilty even though these incidents were
not done by the UGs | donated to.”

Although members of the NUG suggested it may have been a military false flag attack, the bus
station incident did indeed appear to be an accident — video footage viewed by Frontier shows
an explosion as a man looks inside his bag, presumably in the process of transporting the bomb
to its intended target. But it is far from the only case.

There was also widespread public backlash to the October bombing of Insein Prison, also in
Yangon, which reportedly killed three prison staff but also five civilian visitors, including a child
and the mother of a prominent political prisoner.

But many in Yangon stand by the UGs, like 28-year-old Sanchaung Township resident Ko Aung*,
who said security forces killed by guerrilla attacks “get what they deserve for killing our
people”.

“But the consequences are unfortunate if a bystander or our own people get hurt during the
incident... | don’t believe our PDFs would hurt civilians on purpose,” he said, adding that
residents should be more careful and listen to warnings from UGs.

Ko Naing said groups like his operating under the NUG’s defence ministry typically exercise
more restraint, as they are required to agree to a military code of conduct to join the parallel
government’s forces.

“We have to abort the mission if even one civilian is spotted at the mission site, even if we
could kill a high number of the enemy,” he said, adding that most groups will offer a “formal
apology” and some financial compensation to the families of any civilian victims.

“In the worst-case scenario, we are all prepared to receive punishment from our leaders once
we see this [revolution] through,” he said.
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Ko Zarni and Saya Kyaung said in response to mounting challenges, they try to focus on
targeting higher-ranking regime officials, sometimes taking weeks or even months to plan
attacks. But despite this, high-profile assassinations remain few and far between.

The NUG that over 220 junta affiliates were killed in attacks between April and October
in southern Myanmar, the majority of which occurred in Yangon. But it’s not clear if all these
attacks occurred in urban areas, or if the number includes clashes in Yangon’s outer rural
townships.

And other than Ohn Thwin, killed in September, the only other major target killed in Yangon
was U Thein Aung in November of last year. The former navy officer was serving as chief
financial officer of telecommunications company Mytel, which the military partially owns.
Central Bank deputy governor Daw Than Than Shwe was shot in her home in April but survived
the attack (and has since been promoted to governor).

Bomb blasts and shootings remain a near-daily occurrence in Yangon, although they seem to do
little to loosen the junta’s tight grip on the city, where protest activity has been relegated to
hugely risky flash-mob demonstrations, and where residents have largely been coerced

into after a post-coup boycott.

Despite telling Frontier that God’s Hand Forces is focusing on bigger fish, Saya Kyaung’s list of
recent attacks were all aimed at lower-level officials. They also failed to kill a single target but
left multiple civilians wounded.

The most successful recent mission was a bomb attack at a military checkpoint in Insein
Township on November 19, which he said injured four members of the security forces. But that
same day, a God’s Hand Forces bomb in a toilet in Ahlone Township injured a 22-year-old
civilian. It is unclear why the group planted a bomb in a public toilet, or if it had gone off
accidentally, and Saya Kyaung did not respond to a follow-up question about the incident.

The following day, an attempt to assassinate a ward administrator in East Hlaing Tharyar
Township instead left a 52-year-old female civilian with a gunshot wound to the shoulder. A
bomb attack on another ward administration office in Thaketa Township that night failed to kill
the intended target.

“The military is blind without them,” Saya Kyaung said, explaining why they target local
administrators. “They help the military find the whereabouts of anti-coup fighters in their area,
so it’s important to get rid of them to protect our people.”

Saya Kyaung said his group faces many of the same problems as Ko Zarni’s — heightened
security concerns and dwindling numbers as more and more fighters head to the countryside.
Saya Kyaung also left the city last year to receive training from an ethnic armed group but
decided to return to Yangon to continue taking the fight to the junta in his hometown.
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Saya Kyaung said it’s an “undeniable truth” that the UG movement in Yangon “can’t really take
down the entire military institution”, but that it remained an important component of the
revolutionary struggle because the attacks proved the junta is not in full control, and so was like
“spitting in their faces”.

“We are doing this in order to nurture this small flame for as long as we can before the big
flame comes,” he said.

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/this-small-flame-hunted-and-cash-strapped-yangon-
guerrillas-vow-to-continue-struggle/

Sagaing region prison court sentences 9 PDF medics to 12 years each
The women were captured in a raid on a People’s Defense Force camp a year ago.
By RFA Burmese | 2022.11.29

The nine female medics from Kale People’s Defense
Force, who were arrested in a raid on their PDF camp
on Nov. 16, 2021. Citizen journalist

A junta court in Myanmar’s northern Sagaing region
has sentenced nine People’s Defense Force (PDF)
medics to 12 years each in prison.

The women were charged under the military regime’s Counter-Terrorism Law and sentenced
at Kale Prison Court in October according to sources close to the prison and PDF officials. The
information took a month to come out because the authorities did not tell their families.

The women from Kale township, all in their 20s, were arrested when junta troops raided a
PDF camp in Kale township on Nov. 16, 2021. They were held in Kale Prison, accused of
incitement to sedition.

They each received two-year sentences under Section 505 (a) of the Counter Terrorism Law
and 10 years under section 50 (j), an official from Kale PDF -- who declined to be named for
safety reasons -- told RFA. He said although the women were not sentenced to hard labor
they have been forced to work in prison.

“l learned that they are in good health inside,” he said. “In prison they have to work at what
they are asked to do and | found out they are sewing with machines.”

The women were named as Lal Tan Lwe E; Mal Son Daung E; Cal Lon San E; Lal Moom Kame
E; Van Lar Ron E; Ma Lal Pyan Pel E; Zam Zo Zaam; Man Lam Dim; and Nyaung Dont Kyin.
Their exact ages were not disclosed.
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Lal Tan Lwe E told her family the women were interrogated by troops for almost five months.
During that time, they were not able to communicate with anyone outside the prison. They
were later allowed to contact their families but were not able to tell them when the
sentences were handed down. The information only became known this month through
lawyers and prison staff.

“l was contacted more than five months after she was arrested,” Lal Tan Lwe E’s father told
RFA. “I heard that she was under interrogation during that time. | wondered every day, ‘is
she dead or how is she still alive?’ | was almost out of my mind. Now | send her what she
needs every two months. | look forward to the day she will be released.”

The father said the family was not allowed to hire a lawyer, did not have the right to attend
the trial and was not informed of the sentence by the authorities. He only found out when
the information was posted on a Facebook page.

A total of 370 women have been killed, 3,385 arrested and 127 raped since the coup
according to a statement by the ousted National Unity Government’s Ministry of Women,
Youth and Children’s Affairs.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/9-pdf-medics-11292022060010.html

Elderly Civilians Killed in Myanmar Junta Raids in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 29 November 2022

Seven civilians, including two resistance members, were killed by Myanmar’s junta during raids
on four villages in Kantbalu Township, Sagaing Region, last week, according to the media.

Around 862 houses, including Buddhist and Muslim buildings and a school, were burned down,
according to the Kyunhla Activist Group, which submitted videos and photos.

On November 22, around 100 troops attacked Kyauk Tine village in southern Kantbalu with
explosives and automatic firearms.

Daw Pyar, 90, and Daw Htoo, 75, were burned alive in their houses, the Infinity Media Group
told The Irrawaddy on Tuesday.

A 37-year-old resident, Ko Kyaw Zin Oo, could not walk and was killed in the village.
Around 177 out of the 200 houses in the village, and the monastery, were burned down.

The troops later attacked the adjacent largely Muslim village of Kyi Su and torched 600 houses,
including a mosque, Infinity said. Daw Tike, 53, and U Kyaw Min U, 45, were burned to death
after reportedly being tied up in a house.
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Two resistance members were killed by troops while attempting to put out fires in the villages,
Infinity reported.

On July 18, troops killed 11 civilians and torched 312 houses in the village.

“Some villagers struggled to rebuild houses. Now they are almost mad as their houses were
torched again,” a resident told the Kyunhla humanitarian organization.

Around 7,000 residents from the two villagers have been sheltering in forests and nearby
villages where resistance forces and other residents are providing food.

“The resistance groups are unable to protect villages from junta arson attacks due to a lack of
proper weapons,” said an Infinity representative.

He urged the civilian National Unity Government to arm the resistance.

On November 23 troops from neighboring Khin-U Township raided Hpo Kone village, burning
eight civilian houses and a school in the village of 130 houses.

Soldiers on November 24 burned around 77 out of 180 houses in nearby Thoutkan village,
injuring Maung Kyaw Swar Tun, 14, and his grandfather U Aye Saung, 85, according to Kyunhla.

“Previously junta soldiers mainly targeted young people, accusing them of being resistance
fighters. Now they attack children and senior citizens. No one dares to stay in the village during
the raids,” a Kantbalu resident told the group.

Thousands of civilians have been displaced in the township and food and medicines are
urgently needed, Kyunhla reported.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/elderly-civilians-killed-in-myanmar-junta-raids-in-
sagaing.html

Junta uses air power to retaliate against resistance advances in central, northwestern
Myanmar

The military sends fighter jets and combat helicopters to respond to clashes on the ground in
Sagaing and Magway regions

Khin Yi Yi Zaw / Nyein Swe | Published on Nov 29, 2022

The military launched airstrikes on multiple sites in Sagaing and Magway regions in recent days,
following ground battles with resistance forces, local sources said.

A member of the anti-junta People’s Administration Team in Sagaing’s Htigyaing Township said
that aircraft from Tada-U airport in Mandalay opened fire on a site near Ah Lel Taw village on
Sunday for around 30 minutes.
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Two Myanmar military fighter jets are pictured during a
training exercise (Cincds)

That morning, a clash had broken out between junta troops
and the local People’s Defence Force chapter at the site, 10
miles north of Htigyaing town. Locals claimed that five
resistance fighters were injured, and that Myanmar army
soldiers set fire to several homes in Ah Lel Taw and another

On Monday afternoon, two more fighter jets dropped a total
of 12 bombs on another village located next Ah Lel Taw—Lay
Thar—the local administration team member told Myanmar
Now.

Q"‘.Al;‘Lel Taw. |

“The bombs were dropped on the monastery and the school
in Lay Thar, and that is basically all we know at the moment,”
he explained. “No one was badly injured or killed but there
are some people who were hit by shrapnel.”
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Some 3,000 residents of Htigyaing villages including Ah Lel
Taw, Lay Thar and Ingyin Kone have been displaced by
military assaults in the area over the past week.

An attack by an Mi-35 combat helicopter ended an attempt
by allied resistance forces in Magway Region’s Pauk
Township to overrun a junta police station on Saturday.

Two hours after ambushing the site in Kaing Lel village at
sosenmenes 6:30am, the guerrilla groups were forced to withdraw during

100 miles

Members of the Young Revolution Front attacking the
Kaing Lel police station on November 26 as part of a
resistance alliance (YRF)

“We were trying to get past the final bunker from which
they were firing machine guns at us when a Mi-35
aircraft fired not just at the base, but also into the village
- and at the surrounding hills, so we had to retreat,” said
Mm Min, the secretary general the Yaw Defence Force—one of the groups involved in the
attack on the station.

There were two casualties among the resistance forces, he told Myanmar Now, estimating that
up to half of the 20 junta personnel present at the site may have also been killed.
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“[The Myanmar army soldiers] are not at that station anymore. They’'ve already abandoned it
because they were afraid of another attack,” Min Min said.

Myanmar Now is not able to independently verify the accounts of the incidents.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-uses-air-power-to-retaliate-against-resistance-
advances-in-central-northwestern-myanmar

Officer Among Over a Dozen Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Three Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 29 November 2022

At least 14 regime forces including an army major were killed in the last three days as People’s
Defense Force groups (PDFs) continued to attack regime targets across the country.

The army major was killed as he attempted to attack PDF forces who had detained him.
Incidents were reported in Tanintharyi, Magwe and Sagaing regions and Kayah State.
The Irrawaddy has rounded up the following reports of significant attacks from PDFs.
Some military casualties could not be independently verified.

Junta major killed in Tanintharyi

People’s Defense Force-Federal Column said on Monday that it killed army Major Win Htay
Naing while detaining him in Thayat Chaung Township, Tanintharyi Region.

The army major was posing as a civilian when he was detained by the PDF group while traveling
from Myeik to Dawei in an express passenger vehicle.

He was killed as he attempted to attack resistance forces who were interrogating him, the PDF
group said.

Six regime forces killed in clashes with PDF in Tanintharyi

Six junta forces and a resistance fighter were killed in a series of clashes between military
troops and combined resistance groups over the last three days in Tanintharyi Township,
Tanintharyi Region, said Myeik-PDF, which was involved in the clashes.

PDF groups from three townships attacked a military detachment including pro-regime Pyu Saw
Htee militia members heading to Lal Thit Village in the township in a series of clashes starting
last Friday.

Two regime forces killed in PDF ambushes in Magwe
Two regime forces were killed and eight injured in Pauk Township, Magwe Region on Monday

when a combined force of PDF groups from several townships used land mines and drones to
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attack a military detachment departing from their base in Zeepyar Village, said Myaing-PDF,
which joined the attacks.

The regime forces faced land-mine ambushes in seven locations. After suffering losses in the
PDF ambushes, the regime forces torched nearly 100 houses in three villages nearby.

A PDF aerial video shows the detachment that was torching houses fleeing a village after being
bombed by the PDF drones.

In the clashes, a resistance fighter suffered minor injuries.
Junta soldier killed in PDF ambush in Kayah

A PDF sniper of the Karenni Revolution Union takes part in an
operation in Bawlakhe Township, Kayah State. / KRU

A regime soldier was killed and two others seriously injured in
Bawlakhe Township, Kayah State on Sunday morning when PDF
snipers of two resistance groups ambushed regime forces at the
Htoo Chaung junta outpost, said the Karenni Revolution Union,
which was involved in the attack.

The resistance fighters retreated from the ambush area as
regime forces indiscriminately responded with heavy explosives.

Junta police station attacked in Sagaing

Some regime troops were reportedly killed in Sagaing Township, Sagaing Region on Sunday
when combined resistance groups attacked the junta police station in Nyaung Pin Wun,
according to the PDF groups.

The Tike Nal Swun resistance group claimed two out of their three improvised mortar rounds
hit their targets in the police station compound.

Resistance forces abandoned their attack when civilian vehicles passed through the clash area.

PDF videos show resistance forces attacking the police station with both improvised heavy
explosives and automatic firearms.

PDF group defends village from junta raid in Sagaing

Resistance fighters of Mingin-PDF (Taung Dwin) take part in an
operation in Mingin Township. / Mingin-PDF (Taung Dwin)

| An intense, five-hour-long clash broke out in Mingin Township,
Sagaing Region on Sunday when Mingin PDF (Taung Dwin)
attacked regime forces and pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia
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members wearing civilian clothes who were attempting to raid Pyar Thone Village, the PDF
group said on Monday.

The regime forces have been stationed in Kyaw Village since last year, and have been raiding,
looting and burning houses in nearby villages in the township.

Prior to Sunday’s attempt, regime forces conducted five raids on Pyar Thone Village and looted
and burned houses there.

On Sunday, the regime forces abandoned their attempted raid after facing the attack by PDF
groups defending the village.

Four junta forces killed in clash with PDFs in Sagaing

A PDF sniper of the People’s Servant Revolution-Wetlet takes part
in a clash with regime forces in Wetlet Township. / PSR-Wetlet

Four regime forces were killed and five injured in Wetlet
Township, Sagaing Region on Monday morning when four PDF
groups jointly attacked regime forces departing from their base in
Hla Taw Village, claimed People’s Servant Revolution-Wetlet.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/officer-among-over-a-dozen-
myanmar-junta-forces-killed-in-three-days-of-resistance-attacks.html

Regime Forces Momauk Villagers To Return Home
29th November 2022

Civilians displaced by the conflict at the foot of Lon Ja Bum have returned to their homes after
the military threatened to burn them down if they didn’t move back to their villages that are
currently occupied by soldiers.

Last month, fighting displaced nearly 1,000 villagers from Lon Ja and Nawng Poung after the
junta launched an offensive against the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and the People’s
Defence Force at the top of the mountain in Momauk Township. Most of the villagers escaped
the violence by fleeing to Momauk town until the junta made them go back home.

In order to save their homes, many have submitted to the army’s orders to return by 15
November. “Soldiers stay in every house in our villages, so we are forced to live together even
though we are terrified of them,” a man who had recently gone back told KNG, while asking
that his name be kept confidential out of concern for his safety. There are 200 houses in both
villages and 400 soldiers.
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Having failed to capture the KIA camp despite the use of air strikes and a large ground force,
the military may have forced the villagers to return to use them as human shields during its
offensive against the Kachin soldiers, as has happened many times since last year’s coup.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/11/29/regime-forces-momauk-villagers-to-return-home/

Rakhine Truce Between Myanmar Junta and Arakan Army ‘Hanging by a Thread’
By THE IRRAWADDY | 29 November 2022

There is no guarantee that the sudden ceasefire between Myanmar’s military regime and the
Arakan Army (AA) in Rakhine will hold for long, said political observers.

Rakhine politician U Pe Than said the truce is fragile as it is merely a verbal rather than written
agreement.

“The Myanmar military must halt its mortar barrages on villages and stop detaining villagers. If
it fails to do so, it will be breaking the ceasefire agreement. If these problems are not resolved
for local people, fighting will start again,” said U Pe Than.

“The [renewed)] fighting happened after [the military] disrupted the administrative functions of
the AA. If the regime disrupts the administration and judiciary of the AA and arrests civilians,
clashes will break out again,” he warned.

The two sides called a truce as each is facing a crisis, said a political observer from the Bamar-

majority area who asked not to be named. The AA agreed to the ceasefire amid junta-imposed
travel restrictions that are taking a heavy toll on Rakhine residents. The junta, meanwhile, has

suffered high casualties and lost dozens of bases since fighting flared up in May.

The AA told a press briefing on Monday that it had agreed to the ceasefire on humanitarian
grounds given the crisis that is facing locals in Rakhine State.

The ceasefire was brokered by the chairman of Japan’s Nippon Foundation, Yohei Sasakawa,
according to the AA. Sasakawa is close to junta chief Min Aung Hlaing.

Troops of both sides have agreed to stay in their current positions, said Khaing Thukha, adding
that the ceasefire did not signal a shift in the AA’s political position.

The regime has also agreed to stop blocking the delivery of food and medicine to Rakhine from
other parts of the country, said Khaing Thukha, who warned that fighting could erupt at any
time if the junta breaks the agreement.

Main roads and waterways in northern Rakhine have been blocked for more than two months.
Meanwhile farmers have been unable to harvest their rice in parts of the state because of
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indiscriminate junta artillery strikes. The blockade and artillery strikes have threatened to bring
serious food shortages.

AA troops are now besieging the junta’s Taungpyo tactical command base in Maungdaw and
have deployed along the Sittwe-Ponnagyun road that links Rakhine’s capital Sittwe with
Myanmar’s commercial hub, Yangon.

Khaing Thukha said the regime detained over 300 Rakhine locals for alleged ties to the AA
during renewed fighting, and 239 remain behind bars.

Regime troops have so far reopened only the Buthidaung-Rathedaung, Maungdaw-Agnumaw,
and Sittwe-Agnumaw roads plus a few waterways linking Sittwe to outlying areas. Observers
said further talks between the two sides are needed.

One political observer said the two sides could begin fighting anytime as they have not reached
a political agreement.

“The regime will stick to the 2008 Constitution, which requires ethnic armed organizations to
transform into Border Guard Forces. The AA will not accept that. So, clashes could erupt at any
moment from political disagreements,” he said.

Sasawaka also mediated an informal ceasefire between the junta and the AA ahead of the
November 2020 election. This latest fragile truce was agreed four months after hostilities flared
again in August.

Some 100,000 Rakhine civilians, including those displaced by previous fighting from late 2018 to
2020, are in displacement camps after fleeing the renewed hostilities and need food supplies,
blankets, and medicines, said AA.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/rakhine-truce-between-myanmar-junta-and-arakan-
army-hanging-by-a-thread.html

Hundreds Displaced By Fresh Fighting In Hsipaw
By SHAN | November 29, 2022

Hundreds of villagers from northern Shan State displaced by fighting between armed groups on
Friday are in need of emergency aid. A woman from Koong Hsar, who requested anonymity,
said they had had to flee their homes when clashes broke out between the military and the
Shan State Progress Party (SSPP) near her village in Hsipaw Township.

“We need food and it’s cold here. We couldn’t take anything with us when we fled the violence,
and the elderly, the children and the mothers need warm clothes and blankets,” the woman
said, adding that they are sharing the food they have among themselves.
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IDPs in Hsipaw township.

A volunteer, who also wished to remain anonymous, said that
over 400 villagers are staying in churches, Maharsi and Bodaw
Buddhist monasteries and with relatives in Hispaw town. “The
abbot has given them some food and shelter, but it’s not
enough for everyone,” she told SHAN. Most of the people
have fled from Ho Nawng, Kong Pin and Koong Hsar.

Villagers from Kon Tha are unable to go home because the army remains in their homes and
the SSPP soldiers are stationed nearby. The groups clashed near the village on 10 November as
well.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25616

World Bank-backed Yoma Bank Working With Myanmar military’s Mytel Network Operator
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 29 November 2022

Myanmar’s Yoma Bank, part-backed by the World Bank, is providing banking services to
Telecom International Myanmar Company Limited, the operator of the Myanmar military’s
Mytel cell phone network, according to Justice for Myanmar (JFM).

The activist group revealed that as of March 2022 Yoma Bank, which is affiliated to the World
Bank’s International Finance Corporation (IFC), held over USS10 million in a US dollar account
for Telecom International Myanmar. Telecom International is a joint venture of the military’s
Myanmar Economic Corporation (MEC) conglomerate.

Other Mytel shareholders are Viettel Global Investment, backed by Vietnam’s Ministry of
National Defence, and Myanmar National Telecom Holdings, an investment vehicle for
Myanmar cronies.

Yoma is controlled by FMI, a holding company listed on the Yangon Stock Exchange. It is headed
by Serge Pun and backed by major international investors.

Greenwood Capital, an affiliate of the Singapore sovereign wealth fund GIC, owns 19.7 per cent
of Yoma Bank. The Norwegian development finance institution Norfund owns 10.6 per cent. IFC
owns four and half per cent of the bank.

“Mytel is a strategic resource of the illegal Myanmar military junta and the company aids and
abets the junta’s war crimes and crimes against humanity,” said Ma Yadanar Maung, JFM’s
spokesperson.

JFEM pointed out that Yoma Bank is supporting Myanmar’s military regime by providing banking
services to its telecom operator.
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Ma Yadanar Maung said that Norfund, IFC and GIC have been warned about Yoma Bank’s
business with the Myanmar military and its associates, yet no action has been taken.

JFM has called on Yoma Bank and its investors to immediately end its business relationship with
Telecom International Myanmar and all other companies owned by the Myanmar military,
which stands accused of genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity.

“Myanmar’s generals benefit through access to Viethamese investment and technology and
future profits. Justice for Myanmar estimates that Mytel’s Myanmar military owners

are projected to earn more than USS700 million in a decade from Mytel’s fifth year of
operation,” said a JFM statement issued on November 25.

Mytel also provides the regime leadership with capabilities for surveillance of the general
public. The military’s signals directorate is operationally linked to Mytel, and the mobile
network uses and maintains the military’s network of fibre optic cables. Mytel operates cell
phone towers on military bases, which are likely used to supplement military communications.

According to transaction records recently released by whistleblower website Distributed Denial
of Secrets, there were more than 200 transactions between the MEC-owned Innwa Bank and
Yoma Bank. MEC has been sanctioned by the US, United Kingdom, and Canada.

After JFM called on international banks to cease transactions with Innwa Bank in early
November, Australia’s ANZ bank announced on November 22 that it will pull out of Myanmar

by early 2023.

In April last year JFM revealed that Yoma Bank issued a loan in 2020 to Pinnacle Asia, a cell
phone tower company co-owned by Khin Thiri Thet Mon, daughter of junta chief and war
criminal Senior General Min Aung Hlaing. The loan was for Pinnacle Asia to build cell phone
towers for Mytel.

Telecom International Myanmar was identified by the UN Fact-Finding Mission as a military
business, yet it has remained a Yoma Bank customer.

“If Norfund, IFC and GIC cannot stop Yoma Bank from providing services to Mytel and
transacting with Innwa Bank, then they should responsibly divest, in accordance with their
international human rights responsibilities,” said JFM’s Ma Yadanar Maung.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/world-bank-backed-yoma-bank-working-with-
myanmar-militarys-mytel-network-operator.html
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Freed Myanmar Activist Mya Aye Describes Harrowing Imprisonment

Ingyin Naing

Mya Aye, center-left, a prominent political activist who
was imprisoned in February of 2021, is greeted as he
walks free after his release from Insein prison in
Yangon, Myanmar Nov. 17, 2022. (Assistance

e Association for for Myanmar Based Independent

h Journalists via Reuters.)
D/ Ay

Prominent Myanmar democracy activist Mya Aye, 56,
was among the nearly 6,000 prisoners pardoned in a mass amnesty the ruling junta announced
November 17. In an exclusive interview with VOA, he described his arrest and harrowing
conditions of his imprisonment, including time in Myanmar’s notorious Insein prison.

Mya Aye was arrested February 1, 2021, the day the military coup overthrew the democratic
government. His release under the amnesty, coinciding with Myanmar National Day, was only
two months away from his previously scheduled release date.

He had, on the day of the coup, been driving around downtown Yangon because he had heard a
coup was in progress.

Having heard that the army had come to his house, “l went home because | didn’t believe | had
violated the law and didn’t need to hide anything from authorities,” he told VOA.

However, he was arrested and taken to the Ye Kyi Ai interrogation center, near Insein township.
There, he found out that close aides to the previous government’s de facto leader, Aung San
Suu Kyi, and members of her National League for Democracy party’s Central Executive
Committee, members of the Yangon region government, and Yangon Region Parliament were
being held.

He told VOA he was not physically tortured there, as he was arrested very early after the coup,
but was interrogated for several hours by military intelligence while they pressed him on his
political beliefs. He said he heard that other, younger, people, arrested later by the army, were
tortured.

While detained in the interrogation center, he said, he could hear protests in the streets
outside.

“We heard people chanting slogans and singing political songs against the coup from outside of
the interrogation center. So we guessed that something was happening,” he said.
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Insein prison

After being held for 35 days in the interrogation center, he was sent to the Insein prison in
March along with other detained politicians.

“l had thought that | would be kept in prison since | was arrested because of my experience
under the previous military regime,” said Mya Aye, who had been arrested twice before during
previous periods of military rule.

He was taken to an annex jail where he met many detained youth protesters and learned about
the security forces’ brutal crackdown on protests.

Human Rights Watch reported in June 2021 that security forces had detained thousands and
subjected many to torture, beatings, and other ill-treatment since the coup. According to the
report, Myanmar military and police often hold detainees in custody for extended periods, in
crowded, dirty interrogation centers and prisons.

They were brutally tortured in many ways, including beatings, cigarette burning, prolonged
stress positions, and gender-based violence, according to the report.

FILE - Police officers and prison personnel are seen behind
the entrance gate of Insein prison in Yangon, Myanmar, Oct.
18, 2021.

After two days in the annex jail, Mya Aye was moved to a
concrete cell in the main prison where some detained
ministers of the ousted NLD government were being held.
Each prisoner was in a separate cell measuring 2% by 3%
meters, with only a wooden cot and a chamber pot. Prisoners were allowed to walk and shower
for 15 minutes a day.

In July, Mya Aye caught COVID-19, which was spreading quickly though the overcrowded
prison. Although he did not suffer badly, another political prisoner, Nyan Win, an NLD Central
Executive Committee member, died from it after being transferred from Insein to Yangon
General Hospital.

Mya Aye said he also received inadequate follow-up medical care after having major heart
surgery before the coup, leading to a psoriasis infection from a wound on his foot in October
2021. He was finally admitted to Insein hospital outside of the prison.

Held incommunicado

Insein has not allowed prisoners to have visitors since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Mya Aye had not seen his family for almost his entire two-year prison term, although prison
officials briefly allowed his family to see him while he was hospitalized.
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As Mya Aye and other political prisoners in his cell were kept incommunicado, he said they
were unaware of protests by other Insein political prisoners.

“We couldn’t see what happened in the prison from our cell, and there was no TV in our cell,
and so we relied on the state-owned news newspapers for outside information,” he told VOA.

“But the prison authorities sometimes tore out parts of the newspapers which had stories
about arrests, killings and other significant events relating to the ongoing conflict. We would
beg them not to tear the newspaper, and eventually they did stop.”

He said that he only knew what was going on outside the prison when he met other detained
protesters at a court inside Insein prison. He was charged under Section 505c of the Penal Code
for inciting hate toward an ethnicity or a community and sentenced to two years this March
2021.

“] already realized that they won’t release us and would charge us with something, and | had
nothing to hide about that. The charge against me related to an email that | sent to a Chinese
official in 2014 about our country’s peace process,” he said. At that time, the civilian-military
government was working on a cease-fire agreement with ethnic armed groups with Chinese
government assistance.

He said he was put into a cell near a ward with many young protesters and was surprised to see
how many had been arrested, and how they had been treated compared to his prison terms
under previous military governments.

"When | looked at them from my cell, they had bruises on their faces, some of their arms were
in casts, and their heads were bandaged,” he said.

“Their situations under this current regime were really worse than the previous regime.”
Executed fellow activists — ‘like my brothers’

Mya Aye said he was “really shocked” when the junta executed four activists in July, including
two high-profile activists he was close to — Kyaw min Yu, also known as Ko Jimmy, who rose to
prominence in 1988 student uprisings, and Pyo Zeya Thaw, a hip-hop artist turned member of
parliament widely admired among Myanmar youth.

“They were like my brothers,” he said, “We worked together for democratic transition in our
country."

“| felt very sorrowful what happened to them. It was a really bad outcome for our country. For
more than 30 years there was no death penalty in our country. So | was extremely worried
about all the detained young people who could be facing the same situation as my friends.”

After his release, Mya Aye told the crowd outside the prison: “I will always stand together with
the people of Myanmar.”
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He said he still believes in nonviolence and vowed to keep working for the return of democracy
in Myanmar.

“If I say honestly and openly, | still worry about being arrested again, but it cannot stop my
belief that democracy is the best way for my country to have a better future, so | have no
choice and will continue to express my political opinions and work for my country,” he said.

Background

Mya Aye, a Muslim and a prominent leader of the 88 Generation Students Group led by Min Ko
Naing, was first arrested in 1989 and sentenced to eight years imprisonment for his role as a
student leader in the 1988 uprising. He was released in 1996 and continued campaigning for
democracy in Burma. He was arrested again in 2007 with fellow student leaders and sentenced
to 65 years and six months’ imprisonment.

Along with many other 88 Generation activists, Mya Aye was released on January 13, 2012.
After his release in 2012 he remained politically active, often drawing the military’s anger. He
was later detained amid the February 2021 military coup.

https://www.voanews.com/a/mya-aye-freed-myanmar-activist-describes-harrowing-
imprisonment/6855028.html

Formerly Detained Japanese Journalist Urges Tokyo to Pressure Myanmar Junta
By AFP | 29 November 2022

TOKYO—A Japanese journalist released from Myanmar in a prisoner amnesty called on Monday
for Tokyo to put more pressure on the junta and accept refugees fleeing the Southeast Asian
country.

Toru Kubota spent three-and-a-half months in prison after being detained near an anti-
government rally in Yangon in July along with two Myanmar citizens.

Thousands of people have been jailed during a bloody crackdown on dissent in Myanmar since
a military coup in February 2021.

Kubota, 26, was sentenced to seven years in jail for filming an anti-coup protest and also
received a three-year sentence for violating Myanmar’s immigration laws.

He was released on Nov. 18 along with thousands of other prisoners, including former British
ambassador Vicky Bowman and Australian economist Sean Turnell, an adviser to ousted leader
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.
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Kubota urged Japan, which has long been a major donor and investor, “to take a strong
proactive approach to human rights violations in Myanmar and also to more proactively
criticize Myanmar for that”.

He said in Tokyo on Monday that Japan should “scrutinize very strictly whether such funds are
being used by the military, flowing to the military, and whether the funds are essentially being
used to kill people”.

Japan announced after the coup it would halt all new aid projects, although existing programs
were not affected, and Tokyo has stopped short of imposing sanctions on military and police
commanders.

The Defense Ministry said in September it was ending a controversial program training
members of Myanmar’s military.

Kubota also urged Tokyo to accept more refugees from Myanmar. Japan is a signatory to the
UN Refugee Convention but takes in a handful of refugees from conflicts around the world each
year.

“What we need to think about is how to protect those people who fled authoritarian rule,”
Kubota said.

He described conditions during his initial detention as “hellish” and said he was held in solitary
confinement at the notorious Insein Prison.

But he said his release in an amnesty for almost 6,000 prisoners felt like a “propaganda tool”.
“It doesn’t change the fact that about 12,000 people are still in detention unduly,” Kubota said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/the-world-myanmar/formerly-detained-japanese-journalist-
urges-tokyo-to-pressure-myanmar-junta.html

Myanmar’s post-coup economy is heading for a reckoning

Nearly two years after seizing power, the military has pushed the country’s economy to its
limits

Leo Min | Published on Nov 29, 2022

Min Aung Hlaing, the leader of Myanmar’s coup regime, likes to boast at meetings that in the
first year of his administration, the country achieved a trade surplus of $600 million, even as,
according to the World Bank, its economy contracted by 18%.

He also likes to criticise the two previous quasi-civilian governments that oversaw the so-called
triple transition to democracy, peace, and economic structural transformation for allowing the
country to run up a trade deficit of almost $25billion over a decade.
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The Myanmar-Korea Friendship Bridge (Dala Bridge Project)
in Yangon's Lanmadaw Township in August (Myanmar Now)

His logic of equating a trade surplus with strong economic
performance may show his economic illiteracy, or it might
be his way of trying to cover up his mismanagement of the
economy and the cost of his coup to the society at large.
Either way, it does not bode well for the country’s

Regime chief Min Aung Hlaing meets with Department of
Agriculture staff in Naypyitaw in June (Department of
Agriculture)

As Michael Pettis, a professor of finance at Peking
University and senior fellow of the Carnegie Endowment’s
China Program, explains, trade deficits can be

. { _ \ counterbalanced by financial account surpluses, which can
be allocated to product|ve investments or to support household consumption.

According to Pettis, productive investments such as infrastructure projects create employment
opportunities, but household consumption can lead to unsustainable debts and increasing
unemployment.

Net Export (Export-Import) = Saving — Investment
(-) $25billion = Low Saving — (Positive Growth of) Investment (FDI, ODA, Public/Private)

According to this formula, Myanmar’s trade deficit of $25billion between 2011 and 2020 must
have been balanced by foreign direct investment (FDI) or a financial account surplus of that
amount as foreign currencies came into the country. Otherwise, Myanmar would have had a
balance of payment crisis, as it had a perennial trade deficit.

ppirans

TR | g | The construction site of the luxury Peninsula Yangon Hotel in
B downtown Yangon in March 2022 (Myanmar Now)

With increased FDI, import of capital goods for investment
projects such as electricity generation, telecommunications,
and hotels increased, and that led to trade deficits. But these
investments increased the productivity of the manufacturing
and services sectors and created job opportunities for
hundreds of thousands of people. That’s why Myanmar achieved an average GDP growth rate
of 7% between 2011-2017 and was considered the most promising frontier market in
Southeast Asia during this period.
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After the February 2021 coup, however, FDI declined dramatically as foreign companies
withdrew from or suspended investments in Myanmar. As a low-savings country, the trade
deficit was no longer sustainable, so the regime that seized power had to tighten imports or
face a balance of payment crisis and foreign reserve shortage like that currently gripping Sri
Lanka.

No one knows the exact amount of foreign reserves the junta inherited from the ousted civilian
government, but it is believed to be around $6 billion—enough to cover about four months of
imports. It’s also unclear if this amount includes S1billion in US Treasury bills that have been
frozen since the coup. What is clear is that the regime managed to turn the trade deficit into a
surplus between October 1, 2020 and September 30, 2021, even as total trade declined by
more than $6billion during this period.

(+) $600 million = Lower Saving — (Negative Growth of) Investment (FDI, ODA, Public/Private)

To avoid a balance of payment crisis and prevent foreign reserves from falling to an
unsustainable level, the junta started imposing import restrictions in April 2021, beginning with
a ban on soft drinks and passenger car imports. Since then, the percentage of products that
require import licenses has increased from 35% to more than 82% as of March 2022.

As a further measure to ensure that exports exceed imports, the junta-controlled Ministry of
Commerce has also set quantity limits on imported goods. Now, when applying for licenses to
import consumer goods, the invoice price must not exceed $50,000.

The regime now finds itself performing a very delicate balancing act as the economy continues
to deteriorate under the combined effect of a banking crisis, the lingering impact of the Covid-
19 pandemic, and ongoing political instability.

One measure of the scale of the challenges it faces is the dramatic rise in unemployment and
poverty since the coup. Due to a reduction in business activity, the suspension of projects
funded by official development assistance, and lower government expenditures on
infrastructure investment, Myanmar shed an estimated 1.2 million jobs in the wake of the
military takeover, according to the International Labour Organisation. This, in turn, has led to a
doubling of the poverty rate, from 26% to almost half of the population.

While the junta can control imports to some extent, it cannot prevent fiscal deficits from
widening as revenue shortfalls increase and recurrent account expenditures make up the lion’s
share of the government’s budget. The fiscal deficit for fiscal year 2021 was estimated at 9.5%
(8.88 trillion kyat), while in the 2022 mini-budget it was 5.2% (3.8 trillion kyat). In the current
fiscal year, it is 6.7% (7.4 trillion kyat).

It also cannot control capital outflows resulting from FDI and portfolio investments leaving the
country.
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Shipping containers are seen at the Asia World Port in
Yangon in May 2020 (Myanmar Now)

In its latest report on Myanmar, released in July, the
World Bank estimated that the foreign reserves held by
the Central Bank of Myanmar (CBM) fell nearly Sibillion in
the quarter that ended in September 2021. It added that a
nearly two-thirds decline in FDI compared to the previous
year, as well as sharp reductions in other investment flows and substantial outflows of foreign
currency deposits, were putting the country under mounting financial pressure.

As a result, the national currency, the kyat, depreciated by 47.5% between the beginning of the
year and October 2021, according to the World Bank. In a bid to prevent a further decline in its
value, the CBM issued directives that relied on financial repression to control foreign currency
outflows.

These measures include forced conversion of 100% of exporters’ foreign currency earnings at
the official CBM exchange rate, which is almost 35% below the market rate. (This has since
been changed to 65% at the CBM rate and 35% at the market rate.) This had the effect of
suppressing the domestic prices of grain exports.

Knowing that past rice and petroleum price increases have led to mass unrest, the regime has
been careful to do what it can to control inflation. However, at a time when global food,
fertilizer, and petroleum prices have been rising steadily, there are definite limits to what it can
achieve.

Among the measures it has taken is the formation of a Foreign Exchange Supervision
Committee to channel foreign exchange sales to priority imports such as petroleum, cooking oil,
and fertilizer, and forced conversion at the CBM rate so as to suppress rising commodity prices.

However, these measures have proven to be ineffective due to underlying structural conditions.
This was indicated recently when the Ministry of Commerce announced in the Global New Light
of Myanmar that in the first seven months of the current fiscal year, Myanmar’s trade deficit
was more than 678 million kyat—a sign of a looming balance of payment crisis.

Myanmar is an import-dependent country. For its garment and food/beverage industries, it has
to import intermediate goods and agricultural inputs, without which its manufacturing sector
will grind to a halt.

Factoring in public debt repayments of $1.4 billion since the coup and last year’s S1billion fall in
reserves, we can only assume that Myanmar’s ability to pay for imported goods is rapidly
diminishing. We also don’t know if the private sector has been servicing its debts, or whether it
continues to send money out of the country.
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While much remains uncertain, it is clear that Myanmar is heading for trouble. Perhaps aware
of this fact, Min Aung Hlaing has been urging people to reduce their consumption of petroleum,
cooking oil and electricity as much as possible.

It is unlikely, however, that this will do more than merely delay the onset of disaster. One way
or the other, a reckoning is coming, and it may come soon.

Leo Min is an analyst focusing on macroeconomic policies and political economy in Myanmar.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmars-post-coup-economy-is-heading-for-a-
reckoning

Bangladesh, Myanmar border police agree to work jointly against militant groups
Senior officials reached the bilateral agreement during a five-day meeting in Naypyidaw.
Kamran Reza Chowdhury | 2022.11.29 | Dhaka

Border Guard Bangladesh personnel are seen on alert in
Shah Porir Island, along the border with Myanmar, Oct.
30, 2022. Abdur Rahman/BenarNews

The Bangladesh and Myanmar border police forces have
agreed to work jointly to prevent illegal crossings by
militants along the countries’” common frontier, the
chief of the Bangladeshi border guard said Tuesday.

The official did not name any of the “terrorist” groups
that would be the focus of joint patrols on the border, but both Arakan Rohingya Salvation
Army (ARSA) and Arakan Army (AA) insurgents reportedly have been operating along or near
the Burmese-Bangladesh frontier lately.

On Nov. 14, a Bangladesh military intelligence officer was hacked to death by suspected
ARSA insurgents during a counter-narcotics operation near a Rohingya refugee camp in the
no-man’s land between the neighboring countries, officials said.

The two sides reached the agreement on Sunday after senior officials wrapped up a five-day
conference in Naypyidaw, Maj. Gen. Shakil Ahmed, director general of Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB), told a news conference in Dhaka on Tuesday.

“Both sides agreed to work together against various terrorist groups along the Bangladesh-
Myanmar border. In this regard, Bangladesh emphasizes a ‘zero tolerance’ policy,” Ahmed
said, according to a transcript of the news conference.
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“Recognizing the threat of terrorists and terrorist groups both sides agreed to cooperate
with each other actively and effectively to prevent illegal border crossings.”

The agreement between the two border police agencies also followed allegations by Dhaka
about incidents of shelling and firing across the border into Bangladesh in August and
September, amid nearby fighting between Burmese junta forces and separatist AA rebels.

On Saturday, a day before the talks ended, Myanmar officials released a news release about
the conference. It said the meeting focused on bilateral cooperation for security and the rule
of law, joint patrols along the border, prevention of transnational crimes, as well as
combating terrorism and drug smuggling.

“Both sides agreed to share real-time information regarding the existence of
miscreants/terrorist groups if noticed on either side of the bordering areas,” said media
notes on the conference headed by Maj. Gen. Aung Naing Thu, deputy chief of the Myanmar
police force.

Rakhine ceasefire

Ahmed held the news conference in Dhaka a day after the Myanmar military and the Arakan
Army announced a ceasefire following four months of intense fighting in Rakhine, a state in
the western part of Myanmar that borders Bangladesh.

Despite the ceasefire, there were no immediate plans for troop withdrawals or changes in
political policy, official sources told RFA Burmese.

The ceasefire, brokered by Yohei Sasakawa, the chairman of Japan’s Nippon Foundation and
the Japanese government’s special representative for national reconciliation in Myanmar, is
the latest detente between the two sides in their decade-long, on-again, off-again conflict.

Arakan Army spokesman Khine Thu Kha told RFA that the agreement to temporarily end
hostilities was reached on humanitarian grounds, citing the urgent need for supplies that he
said was the result of regular military shelling and junta roadblocks on key transportation
routes.

‘Good development’

In Dhaka, diplomatic and security analysts said the Myanmar-Bangladesh agreement marked
an apparent shift from Myanmar’s hardline stance on Bangladesh, adding that international
pressure may have persuaded the Burmese military government to make a neighborly
gesture toward Bangladesh.

Shamsher Mobin Chowdhury, a former Bangladesh foreign secretary, said the agreement
was a positive step for bilateral relations, but noted that another issue continued to affect
such efforts.
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“The two forces have been holding talks after a series of unwanted incidents of shelling in
Bangladesh territory and airspace violation by Myanmar military aircraft. It is a good
development,” Chowdhury told BenarNews, an RFA-affiliated news service.

“The repatriation of Rohingya refugees is the issue that could stand in the way of normalizing
Bangladesh’s bilateral relations with Myanmar,” he said.

Earlier this year, Myanmar artillery struck Bangladesh territory several times as junta troops
carried out military operations against Arakan Army rebels inside Rakhine. The separatist
group has been waging a war for a separate Arakan homeland.

The actions continued even after Bangladesh officials summoned the Myanmar ambassador
in Dhaka on at least three occasions in late August and early September to file protest notes,
officials said.

“Myanmar forces have ceased such provocative actions, possibly owing to China’s influence.
The Chinese ambassador to Bangladesh several times stated that they had asked Myanmar
not to take any provocative actions and it is well known that Beijing has leverage over
Myanmar,” Chowdhury said.

Meanwhile, Myanmar officials in September summoned the Bangladesh ambassador to
protest alleged terrorist actions launched from Bangladesh territory, according to local
media reports.

“Myanmar alleges that the Arakan Army and ARSA have been active in Bangladesh territory.
They want Bangladesh’s support to eliminate the forces,” Chowdhury said.

Retired Maj. Gen. Abdur Rashid, a security analyst, said the agreement would help build
confidence between Myanmar and Bangladesh.

“Sharing of real-time information on terrorists’ movements, smuggling of illegal narcotics
and arms could curb the menace to a great extent,” he told BenarNews.

“We have two neighbors: India and Myanmar. We have very good coordination between the
border guard forces of Bangladesh and India but we do not have such good coordination
with Myanmar.”

BenarNews is an RFA-daffiliated news service.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/border-11292022181720.html
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