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Myanmar’s Civilian Government Says Junta Airstrikes Increasingly Targeting Civilians

By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 November 2022

A Russian-made Mi-35 helicopter in 2018 in
Ayeyarwady Region. / Pool

Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government
(NUG) said at least 155 civilians were killed and
around 190 injured in junta airstrikes during 11
months.

The NUG’s defense ministry reported on Tuesday
that between October last year and September the
regime carried out 268 airstrikes in Sagaing, Magwe, Mandalay, Bago and Tanintharyi regions
and Karen, Kayah, Kachin, Rakhine, Shan, Chin and Mon states.

Sagaing Region was the worst hit, suffering nearly half of the airstrikes with 114.

The shadow ministry said only 17 of the Sagaing airstrikes targeted the resistance with 97
bombings of civilian targets. At least 12 people were killed, including seven children, in an
airstrike on a school in Let Yet Kone village in Depayin Township, Sagaing Region.

It said the junta targeted civilians in 191 of the 268 airstrikes across Myanmar.
More than 1 million people have fled their homes amid junta airstrikes and arson campaign.

The United Nations, NUG and rights groups have condemned the deliberate aerial bombing of
civilians as war crimes and crimes against humanity.

The junta has sharply escalated its airstrikes since last month.

The junta has changed its strategy and reduced its reliance on infantry troops, said Captain Zay
Thu Aung, an air force pilot who defected soon after the February 2021 coup.

He said the junta is not considering war crimes but only thinking about battlefield advantages,
urging resistance forces to take safety measures in advance.

The NUG said on Wednesday that its Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster
Management is spreading messages about preventive methods and carrying out plans to
reduce the threat.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-civilian-government-says-junta-
airstrikes-increasingly-targeting-civilians.html
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Myanmar junta raids in Sagaing leave at least 14 dead

The victims, who include both resistance fighters and civilians, were killed in a series of attacks
in three townships that began late last week

Khin YiYiZaw / Thura Maung | Published on Nov 16, 2022

Sagaing villagers take shelter after fleeing their homes
in October (Myanmar Now)

Myanmar junta troops killed at least 14 people in a
series of raids carried out in three Sagaing Region
townships over the past week, according to local
resistance sources.

The deaths, which include that of a 14-year-old boy,
were the result of attacks on villages in Sagaing’s
Wetlet, Ye-U and Budalin townships that began last Wednesday.

On Sunday, around 60 regime soldiers raided the village of Htan Gyi, located some 20km
southeast of the town of Wetlet, killing at least five people and torching around 300 homes,
according to the leader of a local defence team.

The bodies of the deceased were found in two houses that had been set on fire by the regime
forces, he said. Four were in a house just outside of the village near the local train station and
the fifth was inside the village, he added.

The four bodies found near the train station belonged to members of another local defence
team based in Pauk Kan, a village about 4km northwest of Htan Gyi.

“One had his throat slit. They were all badly disfigured. They were burned with their
motorbikes. | don’t know if they were burned alive or set on fire after they were killed,” said
the defence team leader, who did not want to be named.

He added that the junta forces initiated the raid on Htan Gyi from the area near the train
station, firing on the village with heavy artillery before entering it and beginning their arson
attacks.

The fifth victim was identified as Thinn Ko, a 50-year-old Htan Gyi resident who was ill and
unable to flee the village when the soldiers arrived.

“It seems he died hiding inside one of the houses that was burned down,” the defence force
leader told Myanmar Now.

After leaving Htan Gyi on Sunday evening, the junta column moved southeast to Kyaung Phyu,
about 4km away, where they clashed with local defence groups, sources said.
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A vehicle destroyed in an arson attack by junta troops
(Supplied)

Two days earlier, the military launched a series of
airstrikes between the villages of Si Thar Myay and Lein
Taw in Ye-U Township, about 80km northwest of Wetlet,
using two Mi-35 attack helicopters, according to local

, resistance sources. Two Mi-17 transport helicopters were
aIso used to airlift soldiers into the area, they added.

The two attack helicopters bombed the area for about 20 minutes before the other helicopters
arrived with around 100 troops, the sources said.

Three resistance fighters were trapped during the air raid, which was reportedly ordered after
the military received information that resistance forces were planning to hold a meeting in the
area.

According to a source within Battalion 14 of the Shwebo District chapter of the People’s
Defence Force led by the shadow National Unity Government, the three resistance fighters
were later captured and killed.

All three had bullet wounds in their heads, the source said.

Members of a local defence team in Sagaing (Myanmar
Now)

For the next two days, the junta troops remained in
the nearby village of Pan Kone, which they used as a
base to carry out ground assaults on other villages in
the area.

0 During this time, soldiers killed two local civilians,
mcludmg a 50-year- oId mentaIIy handicapped man living in Pan Kone, according to a Ye-U-
based resistance fighter.

“They were both regular civilians, not politically active at all,” he said, adding that two other
residents of the village were also taken hostage and had not been released by the time the
regime forces left Pan Kone for the town of Ye-U on Sunday.

Meanwhile, regime troops also carried out a series of attacks in Budalin Township, about 50km
southwest of Ye-U, beginning on November 9. A total of four people, including two resistance
fighters and a 14-year-old boy, were killed in these assaults, local sources reported.

The first two victims were killed in the village of Thet Shey Kan, where the village head and a
resistance fighter died trying to help residents flee a column of around 50 soldiers.
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The two men, identified as Bo Mee Tauk and Myo Thu Win, were both tortured after being
captured, according a resistance source based in Budalin.

“When we found his body, the hands were all twisted and there were also cuts on the arms,
stomach and back. His intestines were also falling out of his stomach,” said the source, referring
to the body of village head Bo Mee Tauk.

“Both had also been hit repeatedly in the jaw with rifle butts, leaving the entire area black,” he
added.

After spending last Wednesday night in Thet Shay Kan, the junta troops left for Ywar Shay,
another village about 6km to the east.

Two residents of the village were shot dead when they encountered soldiers as they were
trying to flee heavy artillery fire, according to a local who managed to escape.

The victims were identified as U Shan, 50, and Aung Myo Thant, 14.

Despite being located near Monywa, where the Northwestern Military Command is based,
Butalin Township is largely under the control of anti-regime forces, and so is frequently
targeted by the military.

Additional reporting by Moe Oo

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-raids-in-sagaing-leave-at-least-14-
dead

Three Myanmar Junta Fighter Jets Destroyed: Resistance
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 16 November 2022

Three Myanmar junta jet fighters were destroyed and at least eight troops killed as the Karen
National Liberation Army (KNLA) and allied resistance groups attacked an airbase in Magwe
Region, according to the Karen National Union (KNU).

The KNLA, an armed wing of the KNU, and resistance allies reportedly fired three improvised
rockets into the airbase on Wednesday morning, hitting two MiG-29s fighters and killing at least
eight troops.

“We can confirm that two MiG-29s and another fighter jet were destroyed and at least eight
troops were killed,” Padoh Saw Taw Nee, a KNU spokesman, told The Irrawaddy.

The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.

Residents said they heard explosions at the airbase.
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The Eagle People’s Defence Force, based in western Bago Region, on Wednesday stated that its
members coordinated with the KNLA and other resistance groups on Tuesday to fire three
improvised 170mm rockets into the airbase and shoot troops with rifles.

The group’s commander Saw David said: “This attack is revenge for atrocities in Karen and
Kachin states. If they kill one civilian, we will kill 10 junta troops. These junta aircraft have been
used to slaughter innocent civilians.”

After the attack, junta troops were deployed in Magwe town, tightening security and checking
commuters, according to residents.

Magwe Airbase was attacked in April and August 2021 and an ammunition store was damaged.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/three-myanmar-junta-fighter-jets-destroyed-
resistance.html

KNU’s grand forum brings all different Karen armed groups together in a public forum aimed
at forging unity in fighting the military dictatorship

Wednesday, November 16, 2022 | Karen Information Center

I' The KNU ( Karen National Union) recently convened a
landmark general forum to bring together all different
strands of the Karen armed organizations and the
public in Takaw (Kyar Inn) Village of Hlaingbwe
Township in Karen State for the first time since the ,
according to KNU’s statement on November 12th.

Before and after the 2021 coup, KNLA brigades had policy differences, and the DKBA (Karen
Buddhist Army) and the KNLA-PC are breakaway factions from the KNU, who at various
timeshad been bitter enemies.

Padoh Saw Hla Tun the KNU’s General Secretary number 2 told KIC “ This meeting was held
with the aim of informing the people about the political policies and processes currently
practiced by the KNU, the political objectives of the KNU, and rebuilding unity from the
differences between the Karen people”.

The KNU leaders who attended included KNU Vice Chairman Padoh Saw Kwe Htoo Win, Padoh
Saw Hla Tun a General Secretary (2) Joint Secretary,NLA Chief of Staff General SawJohnny, and
Central Standing Committee member Hpa-An District Chairman Padoh Saw Aung Maw Aye.

The Hpa-An District Chairman explained to the public about KNU's position, political processes
and policies during the nearly 2 years afterthe coup. This kind of meeting was held for the first
time since the coup, KNU said.
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1500 People from Hlaingbwe, Paingkyon, Htilon, Nabu, and Donyin, 5 townships within the
control area of Hpa-An district of KNU attended the public meeting held on November 11.

Officials from various Karen armed organizations also attended the public meeting in Kyar Inn
village including Vice Chairman of KNU/KNLA PC General Dr. Naw Kapaw Htoo, Chairman of
Border Guard Forces (BGF) General Saw Tun Hlaing, Colonel San Aung of Democratic Karen
Buddhist Army (DKBA) as well as religious leaders including Me Samate Monastery Abbot Ashin
Sandara, Baptist Reverend Bishop Saw Sa Say Phaw, Karen National Democratic Party (KNDP)
Chairman Man Aung Pyi Soe who all served as the chairpersons of the forum.

The leaders of the various Karen armed groups , who
attended the ceremony openly discussed their own
views and opinions about the political and military
Rigr situations after the coup. The Karen Forces Unity

‘\L\ ' . S Committee was established on May 28, 2013, formed
Rl with 17 individuals from various organizations with

)
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armed groups and cooperating in the fight against
drugs.

A person who attended the forum but did not want to disclose his identity told KIC, “This is the
first time that the top leaders of various organizations and the grassroots were able to meet.
We shouldn’t have too many high hopes for the meeting yet, because in the 5 years since the
NCA was signed, the leaders have not been in contact with the public.”

He continued “ Since the meeting was organized for the first time after the coup, it can be
considered a tentative initiative. Anyway if we can build trust and familiarity, our worries will be
put to rest for a while. And | think it is a continuous process of bridging differences and bringing
the Karen revolution and the public closer together.”

https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/knus-grand-forum-brings-all-different-karen-armed-
groups-together-public-forum-aimed-forging

Karen Rebels Claim Victories Over Myanmar Junta Forces
By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 November 2022

Karen rebels claimed that Myanmar’s junta forces suffered heavy losses in Myawaddy
Township, Karen State, since Sunday.

At least six regime soldiers were killed and around 14 others, including officers, were injured,
said the Cobra Column of the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA), the armed wing of the
country’s oldest ethnic revolutionary group, the Karen National Union (KNU).
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On Monday evening, four hours of fighting broke out in Myawaddy Township when the KNLA
and allied resistance forces attacked troops attempting to occupy Thay Baw Boe village.

Resistance forces also used drones to attack regime troops.

Other junta units fired 120mm shells in support although the Karen groups suffered no
casualties and regime forces retreated, said the Cobra Column.

After the fighting, ammunition and equipment, including a military map, were left behind by
the retreating soldiers.

Four junta troops, including an officer, were killed and 10 others injured, said the Cobra
Column.

The rebel group said many more soldiers are believed to have been killed or injured in the
fighting.

On Monday, a Cobra Column ambush killed a junta soldier at a regime camp near Lay Kay Kaw
town in the township. There were no resistance casualties reported although junta forces
responded with shells and firearms.

On Sunday, a clash broke out with junta Battalions 207 and 102 attempting to occupy Luu Khoe
Nyaung Chaung on the Myawaddy-Wal Lay highway.

Regime forces shelled the area the whole day before retreating, according to the Cobra
Column.

At least one soldier was killed and four others, including an officer, were injured while there
were no resistance casualties, the rebel group said.

Clashes continued in the area on Tuesday after months of fighting.

The KNU reported around 6,947 clashes with regime forces in its territory in which an estimated
5,854 junta soldiers and allied border militias were killed and 4,748 injured since the military
coup last year.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/karen-rebels-claim-victories-over-myanmar-junta-
forces.html

Military jets bomb a mine in Kayin State, killing 3 civilians
The junta say they targeted a rebel camp in the KNU-controlled region.
By RFA Burmese | 2022.11.16

A junta air attack on a mine near the Thai-Myanmar border left three people dead. The
attack happened in the early hours of Wednesday morning, according to local residents.
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Burned out trucks at the mine near Payathonzu town,
Kayin State on Nov. 16, 2022. Citizen journalist

The identity of the victims is not yet known but they
are believed to be workers at an antimony (kohl) mine,
which is about 32 kilometers (20 miles) from
Payathonzu town in Kayin State.

A Payathonzu resident told RFA two of the three injured were sent to hospitals in the area as
they were critically wounded.

“[The mine] was hit by fighter jets are about 01:00 a.m. There were many Chinese in the
mine but there were no Chinese nationals among the dead. Only Burmese people died, two
Chinese just lost their passports,” the local said.

The mine is in an area controlled by Karen National Union (KNU) Brigade 6, and its owners
have to pay taxes to the KNU.

Pro-junta Telegram channels said military jets bombed a KNU camp near Me Ka Thar village
in Payathonzu town at 01.40 a.m. killing many people. RFA has not been able to confirm this.

When RFA contacted the junta spokesman and economy minister for Kayin State, Saw Khin
Maung Myint, he referred us to the minister of security and border affairs.

Junta Deputy Information Minister Major General Zaw Min Tun told reporters that the mine
is "illegal," as a contract with operator Tha Byu Mining Co. had ended in 2016.

He claimed KNU Brigade 6 is "supervising and executing these illegal mining activities in the
area."

Zaw Min Tun added that on Sept. 20, the KNU and a local branch of the anti-junta People's
Defense Force paramilitary group had attacked a military post near the mine, and that the
military carried out the Wednesday airstrike "for security reasons, as [the KNU and PDF] are
illegally mining in the area and carrying out subversive activities."

KNU spokesperson Pado Saw Taw Ni confirmed to RFA that three people had been killed in
the strike and said at least six people were injured, including a 52-year-old Chinese national
named "Xu Jingmei."

He said that around 10 mining companies are based in the area and "awaiting the legal
reopening of the mines."

Pado Saw Taw Ni also condemned Zaw Min Tun's remarks as "irresponsible," adding that the
junta "knowingly attacked a civilian area."
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Attempts by RFA to contact the Chinese Embassy in Myanmar via email to confirm whether
any Chinese nationals were among those killed in the airstrike went unanswered
Wednesday.

On Oct. 6, the junta air force bombed a village about three miles from Payathonzu, damaging
a monastery and some houses.

This story has been updated to include comments from Junta Deputy Information Minister
Major General Zaw Min Tun, KNU spokesperson Pado Saw Taw Ni, and attempts by RFA to
contact the Chinese Embassy in Myanmar.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/junta-bomb-kayin-mine-11162022041831.html

Three Killed, Chinese National Injured as Myanmar Regime Jets Bomb Mine in KNU Territory
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 16 November 2022

The Thapyu mine after the regime's air strike on
Wednesday morning.

. Three people were killed and eight, including a
Chinese citizen, injured when the Myanmar junta’s
military launched an air strike on a mining facility in
Thapyu Village in Karen State’s Kyar Inn Seik Gyi
district on Wednesday morning, according to the
Karen National Union (KNU) and local residents.

The Thapyu mine is located about 30 km north of Hpayar Thone Su town. Though no clashes
were reported in the area, two military regime jet fighters dropped bombs on the complex at
1:40 a.m., destroying it completely. The area is controlled by the KNU and located in the
territory of Division 6 of its armed wing, the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA).

Though the area is controlled by the KNU, mining businesses operating there have been subject
to the investment and operating laws of Myanmar’s successive central governments.

KNU spokesperson Padoh Saw Taw Nee confirmed the Thapyu mining block had been attacked
by the junta’s jet fighters.

“It destroyed a smelter factory and two cars. The block is where civilians are working and
targeting civilians is a war crime. They are obviously violating international humanitarian law.
We are sorry to say that a Chinese citizen was among the injured,” he told The Irrawaddy.

The Irrawaddy asked the Chinese Embassy if it had received any reports of Chinese citizens
being killed or injured in the incident, but embassy officials have yet to respond.
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According to local residents the Thapyu mining block was officially designated as No. 6 Mining
Block by Myanmar regimes before the 2021 coup, and resumed operation just a few days ago.

“Such an act removes any possibility of [the junta and the KNU] improving our relationship.
Therefore, in such a situation, we have no choice but to continue our struggle and keep
fighting,” Padoh Saw Taw Nee said.

Operations at the Thapyu mining block were launched in 2003 with the permission of the
Ministry of Mining under the previous Myanmar military regime, which gave rights to local
ethnic Burmese and Karen-run companies to extract antimony and tin, according to Kyar Inn
Seik Kyi residents.

“As this area is controlled by the KNU, the Mining Ministry had to deal with the KNU, and
developed an understanding and entered agreements with them. When it began in 2003-04,
only Thapyu Co. Ltd. was present. Later, other companies were allowed in,” explained a
resident.

According to data from the Directorate of Investment and Company Administration (DICA), the
Thapyu Co. referred to by residents continues to operate as Thapyu Thar Co. Ltd.

In 2005, pollution of nearby areas by wastewater from Thapyu Thar Co.’s tin-cleansing

plant caused health problems, prompting authorities from both sides to suspend the plant’s
authorization to operate. However, the company relaunched its operations in 2013 after re-
registering with DICA.

The story was updated at 6:38 p.m. on Wednesday.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/three-killed-as-myanmar-regime-jets-bomb-mine-in-
knu-territory.html

Police and officials suspected of AA ties arrested in Kyaukphyu
The arrests come days after three local men were taken into custody late last week
Thein San | Published on Nov 16, 2022

Myanmar’s military arrested a number of police and other officials in northern Rakhine State’s
Kyaukphyu Township on Sunday on suspicion of having ties to the Arakan Army (AA), according
to local sources.

The detained include three police officers, an attorney, and an immigration officer. Sources say
the arrests follow the capture of three local men late last week.

A source close to the police said that troops from Infantry Battalion (IB) 34 arrested Maung
Maung Aye, a 50-year-old police sergeant, on Sunday at Kyaukphyu’s airport, while another
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sergeant named Myo Win Aung, 36, was contacted by phone later same day and told to turn
himself in.

Also detained were attorney Oo San Win, 45, immigration officer Ma Kyi, 44, and marine police
officer Htet Wai Lin, 30, who were all taken into custody at a housing compound for
government employees.

“One was arrested in the afternoon, and the other two were arrested in the evening, all for
allegedly supporting the AA,” a Kyaukphyu resident familiar with the situation told Myanmar
Now.

“They are now making more arrests. Everyone is worried, including other government staff,” he
added.

A day before the arrests, IB 34 troops detained two men named Zaw Myo Htun and Aung Myo
Win in the Kyaukphyu Township village of Kulaba, according to sources.

“They arrived in civilian vehicles and fired several warning shots into the air when making the
arrests. They also searched the neighbors’ houses. They took four motorbikes from Aung Myo
Win’s motorbike repair shop and refrigerators and other items from other houses,” said a
village resident.

On Friday, five IB 34 troops in plainclothes also arrested another man named Kyaw Hla Aung in
Kyaukphyu's Zayti Taung Ward, sources there reported.

The latest arrests come a month after four other government officials, including the chief
officer of the Land Records Department, were taken into custody in Kyaukphyu.

Two staff members of the Land Records Department have since been released, but chief officer
Htun Htun Win, 52, and survey clerk Khin Maung remain in custody.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/police-and-officials-suspected-of-aa-ties-arrested-in-
kyaukphyu

Dozens of Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Three Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 November 2022

Around 40 regime forces were reportedly killed in the past three days as People’s Defense
Force groups (PDFs) and ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) escalated their attacks on regime
targets across the country.

The PDFs’ targets included a junta air base, administrative office, police station and court.

Incidents were reported in Sagaing, Magwe and Mandalay regions and Karen and Mon states.
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The Irrawaddy has collected the following reports of significant attacks by PDFs and EAOs.
Some military casualty figures could not be independently verified.

Junta air base shelled in Magwe

A junta air base in Magwe Region / CJ

A junta air base in Magwe Township, Magwe Region was shelled
by combined resistance groups on Tuesday morning, said PDF
group Golden Eagle Myaylatt, which was involved in the attack.

The groups fired three 107-mm artillery rounds at the base. The mission was led by the
country’s oldest ethnic revolutionary group, the Karen National Union (KNU), the PDF group
said.

The extent of the damage to the junta air base is not yet known.
Six regime forces killed in fierce clashes in Karen

Explosives and military equipment left behind by retreating
‘ ; soldiers in Myawaddy Township, Karen State on Monday. /
§1 i el TR Cobra Column

Six junta troops were killed and 14 injured in intense clashes
with a combined force of Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA)
and PDF groups in Myawaddy Township, Karen State on Sunday
and Monday, said the KNLA’s Cobra Column on Tuesday.

On Monday, four regime forces including an officer were killed in the township when the
combined resistance forces engaged in a heavy clash with regime forces under the military’s
Division 44, which was attempting to raid Thay Baw Boe Village.

In the clash, two nearby military battalions supported the junta ground troops by using a
Multiple Launch Rocket System to fire a quantity of 120-mm artillery rounds and 122-mm
bombs at the resistance forces.

However, the junta ground troops retreated from the area after suffering heavy losses due to
the defensive actions of the KNLA and allied PDF forces, Cobra Column said.

In the clash, military equipment, ammunition and a military map abandoned by the retreating
soldiers were seized.

On the same day, a soldier was killed near the town of Lay Kay Kaw when Cobra Column snipers
ambushed regime forces at a military outpost.

On Sunday, one more regime soldier was killed and four others injured during clashes with the
KNLA and allied PDF forces in the Luu Khoe Nyaung Chaung area in Myawaddy Township.
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Clashes continued in the area on Tuesday, Cobra Column said.
Over 20 junta soldiers killed by PDF land mines in Sagaing

At least 22 regime soldiers were killed in Khin-U Township, Sagaing Region on Tuesday when
the Lightning Guerrilla Revolution Forces ambushed regime troops with land mines at two
locations in the township, the PDF group claimed.

At 7 a.m. on Tuesday, seven junta soldiers were killed between two villages when it used four
land mines to ambush an advance unit of a military detachment.

After the ambush, regime forces stationed at a hospital randomly open fire on nearby areas
with heavy explosives. There were no PDF casualties but a resident of a village was injured by
the junta shelling.

On the same day, at least 15 more soldiers were killed when the PDF group used two land
mines to attack regime forces near Kar Seik Village in the township, the PDF group claimed.

Junta police station, administrative office shelled in Sagaing

The junta-run township General Administration Department office, court and police station
were shelled in the town of Salingyi in Sagaing Region on Monday night, according to local
media reports quoting Yinmabin District PDF’s Battalion 28, which conducted the attack.

The PDF group told the media it used a total of 32 rounds of 80-mm and 120-mm improvised
mortar shells. At least eight artillery rounds exploded at the police station and another five
exploded at the administration office, the PDF group claimed.

After being bombarded, the regime forces responded by indiscriminately firing 40-mm
explosives and automatic rifles.

A PDF video shows improvised launchers firing several mortar shells.
Five junta soldiers killed in PDF ambush in Sagaing

Five military troops were killed in Myaung Township, Sagaing Region on Monday when nine PDF
groups including some forces from Mandalay Region jointly attacked a military detachment
between two villages, said the Civil Defense and Security Organization of Myaung (CDSOM),
which coordinated the attack.

A PDF video shows resistance fighters attacking regime forces during an ambush.
Four regime soldiers killed by PDF land mines in Mandalay

Four junta troops were killed and two others injured in Myingyan Township, Mandalay Region
on Tuesday night when two PDF groups used five land mines to ambush regime forces on four
motorbikes, said Nyaung Yoe Special Guerrilla Force, which was involved in the ambush.
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The junta patrol forces were ambushed while they were leaving the town of Semeekhone.
Regime forces responded with indiscriminate gunfire but there were no PDF casualties.

Three junta soldiers killed in PDF ambush, drone strike in Mandalay

Resistance group Zero Guerrilla Force claimed that it and other two PDF groups killed at least
three soldiers in Madaya Township, Mandalay Region on Tuesday when they conducted three
drone strikes and an attack on a regime ambush patrol in Kanphyu Village.

An aerial video shot by the PDF groups shows a drone dropping an improvised bomb on regime
targets.

Three soldiers killed in Mon

At least three junta troops were reportedly killed and four others injured in Kyaikhto Township,
Mon State on Tuesday when a resistance group attacked a military checkpoint at a junction,
said Kyaikhto Information Team, a media wing of local PDF groups.

The military checkpoint is notorious for extortion of civilians. In the attack, the resistance group
used four 40-mm explosives. Injured soldiers were taken into Kyaikhto town in a vehicle, the
media site reported, citing resistance sources.

Military battalion raided in Mon

Two regime soldiers were reportedly killed and another four injured in Ye Township, Mon Sate
on Tuesday when PDF group Ye Belu armed with 40-mm explosives and automatic firearms
raided the military’s Light Infantry Battalion 586 in the township, the PDF group claimed.

There were no PDF casualties.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/dozens-of-myanmar-junta-forces-
killed-in-three-days-of-resistance-attacks.html

Nearly 1.7 million new refugees of conflict in Myanmar since coup
Those displaced by fighting in the country now number more than 3 million, a research group says.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.11.16

Nearly 1.7 million people have been displaced by conflict in Myanmar since last year’s
military coup, bringing the total number of refugees who have fled fighting in the country to
more than 3 million and putting a heavy strain on aid resources in the Southeast Asian
nation.

The Institute for Strategy and Policy, an independent research group, said in a report earlier
this month that as of Nov. 2, at least 1,650,661 people had been forced to escape conflict in
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regions that include Sagaing, Magway, Bago, Chin and Kayah in the more than 21 months
since the military took power in Myanmar.

Myanmar refugees, who fled a surge in violence amid
a military crackdown, walk across a river separating
Myanmar from Thailand’s Mae Sot district, Jan. 15,
2022. AFP

The new refugees join an estimated 497,200
internally displaced persons who fled conflict before
the Feb. 21, 2021 coup and at least 1,019,190 who
have crossed Myanmar’s borders into the
neighboring countries of Thailand, India and Bangladesh due to fighting both prior to and
after the putsch, the group said.

The new total of 3,167,051 represents roughly six percent of the country’s population of
54.4 million.

As the number of refugees continues to swell, amidst a protracted conflict in Myanmar’s
remote border regions between the military and anti-coup paramilitary groups and ethnic
armies, local and international aid groups say the junta has barred them from accessing
those in need or hampered efforts to deliver crucial supplies to camps for the displaced.

Speaking to RFA Burmese on Wednesday, a refugee in Chin state’s war-torn Kanpetlet
township said medicine and food resources at their camp have nearly dried up, putting an
already vulnerable population at greater risk.

“We are in a very difficult situation,” said the refugee, who spoke on condition of anonymity
citing fear of reprisal by the military.

“We are in desperate need of medicine for the elderly, pregnant women, breast-feeding
mothers, and children under the age of five.”

According to ethnic Chin human rights groups, conflict since the military coup has created
more than 110,000 new refugees in Chin state, more than 60,000 of whom fled to other
regions of Myanmar and more than 50,000 of whom crossed into India’s Mizoram state to
escape the fighting.

In Kayin state, the ethnic Karen National Union said that daily battles between the military
and its armed wing, the Karen National Liberation Army, had caused at least 186,471 people
to flee their homes in the Karen-controlled townships of Hpapun, Kawkareik, Kyainseikgyi,
and Myawaddy as of Aug. 16.

Meanwhile, more than 130,000 ethnic Rohingya refugees who fled violence in Rakhine state
in 2012 and 2017 remain in more than 10 camps for the displaced in Sittwe township, aid
workers say.
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Aid undelivered

The scale of the humanitarian crisis in Myanmar prompted an agreement between the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations and the junta to facilitate the immediate distribution
of aid to refugees in the country through the military regime’s Ministry of International
Cooperation at a May 6 meeting in the Cambodian capital Phnom Penh.

Nonetheless, aid groups — including U.N. agencies and NGOs — say they have been blocked
from doing so or that the supplies they have handed over to the junta remain undelivered
under the pretense of security risks.

Attempts by RFA to contact the ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on
disaster management via email for comment on why aid has largely been withheld from
Myanmar’s refugees went unanswered Wednesday, as did requests for comment to Ko Ko
Hlaing, the junta’s Union Minister for International Cooperation.

Banyar, the director of the Karenni Human Rights Group, said that junta restrictions have
made the distribution of relief impossible in the country, and advised that aid groups “leave
Myanmar officially.”

“Providing humanitarian aid through the countries bordering Myanmar will be more
effective," he told RFA.

Other groups have suggested that ASEAN’s relief agency had overestimated its ability to
deliver.

In a statement on Nov. 1, the Thailand-based Border Consortium, which has assisted
refugees along the Thai-Myanmar border since 1984, said the agency “lacks experience” in
responding to emergency situations and claimed that efforts to distribute aid to rural
Myanmar would remain fruitless without the military’s blessing.

Rohingya refugee arrests

Rohingya migrants are escorted after their boat carrying
119 people landed on the coast of Bluka Teubai, North
Aceh, Indonesia, on November 16, 2022, after surviving a
| five week journey at sea. Credit: AFP

_ The new figures for refugees of conflict in Myanmar came
as reporting by RFA found that authorities had arrested at
least 388 Rohingyas who tried to flee refugee camps in
Rakhine state and neighboring Bangladesh for Malaysia between Oct. 17 and Nov. 11.

Authorities in Myanmar do not recognize Rohingyas as citizens of the country, despite
members of their ethnic group having a long history in Rakhine state, and subject them to
discrimination and movement restrictions.
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Among those arrested in the three weeks ending Nov. 11 were 60 members of a group of 80
Rohingyas, including 45 children, whose boat sank near Ayeyarwaddy region’s Bogale
township as it made its way to the Andaman Sea on Oct. 30, leaving 20 people missing.

A Bogale resident who is helping the detained Rohingyas told RFA that the 60 Rohingya are
being detained at the township’s police station on immigration charges.

On Oct. 20, authorities arrested 117 Rohingyas who they said were trying to leave Myanmar
for Malaysia at a house in Yangon region, and 54 Rohingyas — including a pregnant woman —
who planned to the same destination near Ayeyarwady region’s Maubin township two days

later.

On Nov. 2, authorities in Kayin state’s Kawkareik township arrested 101 Rohingyas
attempting to flee to Thailand from Rakhine state’s Buthidaung township, sources said.

According to data collected by RFA, authorities in Myanmar have arrested at least 992
Rohingyas who tried to flee their homes between December 2021 and mid-October 2022.
Among them, 223 have been sentenced to between two and five years in prison under
Myanmar’s immigration laws.

Translated by Myo Min Aung. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/refugees-11162022182447.html

ASEAN’s strongest statement to date on Myanmar falls short, opposition says

Analysts say it’s time for the bloc to end engagement with the junta entirely.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.11.16

An empty chair was left for the Myanmar representative
at a meeting of ASEAN’s Inter-Parliamentary Assembly
during the ASEAN Summit in Phnom Penh, Cambodia,
Nov. 10, 2022. Reuters

A joint statement issued last week by the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations is the strongest to date on
resolving member state Myanmar’s political crisis, but
should have barred junta delegates from attending its
meetings, Myanmar’s shadow government said Tuesday.

On Nov. 13, ASEAN wrapped up its four-day annual summit in Phnom Penh, the capital of
rotating chair Cambodia, with a call on the bloc’s foreign ministers to establish a specific
timeline for “concrete, practical and measurable indicators” of progress in implementing a
peace plan for Myanmar.
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The Five Point Consensus, agreed to in April 2021, aims to end violence and restore
democracy to Myanmar following the military coup against the elected government, but
more than 21 months later, the country’s civil conflict rages on and the death toll continues
to climb.

The junta has largely ignored the terms of the consensus despite a chorus of calls from rights
groups and NGOs for its leaders to step down from power over what they say are military
atrocities in Myanmar’s remote regions and its refusal to negotiate with opposition
stakeholders it labels “terrorists.”

Among those stakeholders is the shadow National Unity Government, which on Tuesday
applauded ASEAN’s statement, but called for an even stronger course of action against the
military regime.

“The ASEAN announcement has used the most effective words so far since February 2021,”
Kyaw Zaw, the spokesperson for the office of NUG President Duwa Lashi La, told RFA
Burmese, citing the bloc’s call for a timeline and engagement with all parties.

“These are forms of progress. But, in terms of implementation, we haven’t seen any strong
action yet.”

ASEAN’s statement, which warned of a “final decision” on the Myanmar issue if the junta
failed to meet its obligations on the Five Point Consensus within an agreed upon timeline,
also reserved the bloc’s right to review the country’s representation at its meetings based on
compliance.

Cambodia's Prime Minister Hun Sen [center] speaks at
the ASEAN meeting in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Nov. 13,
2022. Credit: Associated Press

While junta leader Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing was
excluded from last week’s summit, Kyaw Zaw
suggested that ASEAN had dragged its feet on the issue
and questioned why it hadn’t barred the military
regime from attending all of its meetings.

Enabling the junta

The junta’s Foreign Ministry outright rejected ASEAN’s statement and review of its
implementation of the Five Point Consensus in a statement of its own, warning that coercive
pressure in the form of a deadline would only lead to “negative consequences,” without
elaborating.

Thein Tun Oo, executive director of the Myanmar-based pro-military think-tank Thaynaga
Institute for Strategic Studies, composed mostly of ex-military officers, told RFA that ASEAN’s
charter prohibits the bloc from violating the sovereignty of its member states.
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“If they want genuine and comprehensive cooperation from Myanmar, ASEAN can’t make
these kinds of decisions thoughtlessly,” he said, calling the crisis “a roadblock that cannot be
resolved politically.”

“In addition, setting a time constraint for implementing the Five Point Consensus is
tantamount to interfering with the internal affairs of a member country. It won’t be
accepted ... [and] we won’t see any results from this approach.”

Thein Tun Oo said he expects that the junta will ignore ASEAN’s resolution and proceed with
its own agenda, which includes plans to hold an election in 2023. Critics of the regime say
any ballot that does not include the deposed National League for Democracy, which won the
country’s November 2020 election in a landslide, lacks legitimacy.

But other observers told RFA that it’s time for ASEAN to stop enabling the junta and take a
new tack if it is committed to fostering peace in Myanmar.

“It’s clear from the junta’s response to ASEAN that it will continue its crimes regardless of
any pressure from Myanmar’s neighbors,” Patrick Phongsathorn, Human Rights Advocacy
Specialist for London-based rights group Fortify Rights, told RFA via email.

One way to do so, he said, is to immediately suspend junta participation in all ASEAN
meetings.

“ASEAN member states should now engage with the National Unity Government - the
legitimate government of Myanmar - and should take measures to starve the junta of
weapons, aviation fuel, resources, and political recognition,” Phongsathorn said.

Meeting with key stakeholders

Political analyst Sai Kyi Zin Soe called on ASEAN to engage with the people of Myanmar to
better understand their problems and how they want to be governed.

“If they listen to the people’s wishes and demands, they would be able to see how they
could implement the Five Point Consensus,” he said.

“If they don’t meet with the people they should, or leave out key stakeholders, their efforts
won’t make any difference.”

Sai Kyi Zin Soe predicted that ASEAN will pursue an informal meeting with Myanmar’s
opposition groups, including the National Unity Government, citing the bloc’s calls for
“engagement with all parties.”

Analysts say there are clear fault lines among ASEAN’s 10 members on how to deal with the
Myanmar crisis — with Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore reportedly taking a tougher line
than nations such as Thailand, Cambodia and Laos.
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In a statement over the weekend, the National Unity Government signaled its readiness to
cooperate with ASEAN if called upon to do so.

With Indonesia next in line to take the ASEAN chair at the start of next year, such a scenario
appears increasingly likely.

Translated by Ye Kaung Myint Maung. Written by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/statement-11162022000511.html|

Vice President Harris Heads to Asia, Will Discuss Myanmar, South China Sea Disputes
Ingjin Naing

B _q--'"-— Vice President Kamala Harris and her husband, Doug Emhoff,
X : arrive to board a plane to depart Andrews Air Force Base,

Maryland., Nov. 16, 2022, en route to Thailand for the Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation Summit.

'f:i_' i o WASHINGTON — U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris heads to
Thailand this week to promote U.S. economic interests at a regional summit and discuss

concerns over an ongoing military crackdown in Myanmar.

Harris will deliver remarks at the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation summit, a gathering that
includes 21 members who push for increasing economic integration and prosperity.

Ahead of the trip, a senior administration official told reporters in a background briefing that
the United States expects talks will result in funding for new economic initiatives. "We also
anticipate they will discuss the situation in Burma, as well as other regional and global
developments," the official said, using another name for Myanmar.

The official said Harris would discuss Myanmar with leaders in Thailand, as well as the Philippines, where
she will travel in the coming days. "Thailand and the Philippines are both heavily impacted by the
crackdown by the regime there [Myanmar]," the senior administration official said.

The military staged a coup in Myanmar in 2021, overthrowing the democratically elected
government, triggering armed resistance in the country.

Last week, Myanmar was excluded from a summit of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN). Members of the bloc issued a joint statement warning Myanmar to make measurable
progress on a peace plan or risk being barred from the bloc's meetings as social and political
chaos escalates in the country.

Myanmar's ruling junta rejected the ASEAN statement. The junta has previously blamed the
lack of progress on the pandemic and obstruction from armed resistance movements.
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Chinese President Xi Jinping also is expected to attend the APEC summit but there is no meeting
with Harris. Earlier this week, Xi held a nearly three-hour meeting with President Joe Biden.

Philippines trip includes island stop
Harris' trip to the Philippines will focus attention on a territorial dispute between Manila and Beijing.

She will travel to Puerto Princesa, on the Philippine island of Palawan, to highlight her
administration's commitment to the rule of law in the disputed South China Sea. She will be the
highest-ranking U.S. official ever to visit the island bordering an area where China has engaged
in a military build-up. Washington has accused Beijing of advancing unlawful maritime claims in
the South China Sea.

"This visit demonstrates the Biden-Harris administration's commitment to stand with our
Philippine ally in upholding the rules-based international maritime order in the South China Sea,
supporting maritime livelihoods, and countering illegal, unregulated, and unreported fishing,"
the U.S. official said on Tuesday.

The Philippines and several other governments have competing claims to the resource-rich
waterway.

On Monday in Manila, the vice president is also expected to sit down with Philippine leader
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. as well as with Vice President Sara Duterte, the daughter of the country's
former president, Rodrigo Duterte.

VOA State Department Bureau Chief Nike Ching contributed to this report. Ralph Jennings also
contributed.

https://www.voanews.com/a/vice-president-harris-heads-to-asia-will-discuss-myanmar-south-
china-sea-disputes-/6837497.html
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