PEACE Info (November 11, 2022)

For student who dared to fight, a prison break and death in action

Mon Rebels Claim to Have Killed Myanmar Junta Major

Myanmar Junta Troops Kill Eleven Civilians in Rakhine State

ALP accuses Arakan Army of detaining senior member; AA denies claim

Two Officers Among Nearly 30 Myanmar Junta Soldiers Killed by Resistance in Past Four
Days

Militias and the monkhood meet in Myanmar’s heartland

With Return of Military Rule, Myanmar Again Living Under Big Brother

Appointment of Myanmar junta general as ASEAN Air Chiefs Conference chair criticised
‘Myanmar junta is the cause of the crisis, not the solution’ - rights group

ASEAN Leaders Struggle for Answers to Myanmar Crisis

Myanmar’s Civilian Government Demands ASEAN Invite

ASEAN agrees to talk to Myanmar opposition

ASEAN United in Inaction, Ineffectiveness and Appeasement on Myanmar

Leaked ASEAN document proposes appeasing Myanmar junta

ASEAN leaders call for measurable progress on Myanmar peace plan

China Puts Belt and Road Back on ASEAN Agenda

Myanmar Junta in Spotlight After Zelensky Barred from ASEAN Summit

Over 1.4 min stimulant tablets seized in eastern Myanmar
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For student who dared to fight, a prison break and death in action

Nay Htet was only 21 years old when he died fighting a regime that had tortured him and
robbed his generation of its future

Han Thit | Published on Nov 11, 2022

A woman looks at a photo of Nay Htet in uniform at a
resistance base in Sagaing Region (Supplied)

Under the cover of darkness, a group young insurgents
moves slowly through a village located about halfway
between the towns of Ayadaw and Wetlet in Sagaing
Region. Their target is the police station in Shwe Pan
Kone, a community of around 500 households located on

- /‘ - ; \

the eastern bank of the Muu River.

The plan is to ambush some 30 junta troops based at the police station. And so, at around 4am
on October 17, they prepared to carry out their mission.

There is a chill in the early morning air, but Kyaw Gyi, a 31-year-old member of a group called
96 Soldiers, is sweating as he awaits the signal to attack. He is less than 10 metres from a
bunker located inside the police station compound, ready to fire an RPG launcher mounted on
his shoulder. There are two other members of his team next to him, also bracing for the battle
that is about to begin.

One of them is Nay Htet, 21, who Kyaw Gyi regards as a close comrade, despite the difference
in their ages. Both took part in Yangon's anti-coup protests, but didn’t meet until later, after
they decided to join the armed resistance movement. They became friends while undergoing
military training in a liberated area, and have been together ever since.

When the signal comes, Kyaw Gyi fires his weapon. His ears still ringing from the blast, he is
engulfed in noise and chaos, as the police inside the station return fire with machine guns.

In the midst of this commotion, he hears someone shout: “Nay Htet is hit!” But by this time,
Kyaw Gyi has already fallen back, so he’s not sure of the actual situation. He doesn’t know yet if
his friend is seriously injured, or worse.

| was choked up. | couldn’t cry because we were still fighting. | should have been the one who
got shot

Some members of their team provide cover so that others can extract Nay Htet. He is still alive.
Kyaw Gyi is busy preparing for a second shot with the RPG launcher, but he wants to speak to
Nay Htet before they take him away.
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“I asked him if he was shot. He responded by standing still at first, and then he collapsed,” Kyaw
Gyi recounted.

The two sides continued to clash for about an hour, until helicopters and jet fighters arrived
and forced the resistance fighters to retreat. But even as the battle raged, Kyaw Gyi couldn’t
stop thinking about his fallen comrade.

“I was choked up. | couldn’t cry because we were still fighting. | should have been the one who
got shot,” he said.

Kyaw Gyi was exhausted and still in a daze of disbelief when he returned to his group’s camp
and saw Nay Htet’s lifeless body laid out on a bamboo stretcher. He and one other resistance
fighter had been killed.

Nay Htet, 21, soon after his arrival in upper Myanmar (Supplied)
| Arrest and torture

The two men, a decade apart in age, had only known each other for about a
year.

| After meeting in a jungle training camp, they joined 96 Soldiers, a group

= that takes its name from the number of members it had when it was first

= je s formed. Although their camp was in Myanmar’s south, several members of
the group deC|ded to go north, to Sagaing and Magway regions, where the regime was facing
staunch resistance to its rule.

It was in late June that Kyaw Gyi, Nay Htet, and a young female member of the 96 Soldiers
group decided to embark on their own upcountry journey to an unfamiliar region.

They made it as far as Myit Chay, a small town in Magway Region located about 25km
southwest of Pakokku. Not knowing the area at all, they set up camp at a spot that turned out
to be near the local police station.

Soon discovered by police officers on patrol, they were taken into custody. They were beaten
throughout their interrogation, but ultimately, it was photos on their phones that betrayed
their involvement in the resistance movement.

Once their identities had been established, the Myit Chay police decided to send them to
Pakokku. But when some members of a local Pyu Saw Htee group learned about their presence
in the town—Mlyit Chay was, unbeknownst to the trio, a stronghold of the military-backed
militia—they demanded that the police hand them over.

Luckily for them, that didn’t happen.
“The head of the police station didn’t let the Pyu Saw Htee take us. If he had, we would all be

dead right now,” said Kyaw Gyi.
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Even though they were spared certain death, their ordeal was far from over. In Pakokku, they
were separated and subjected to further beatings before being charged under Myanmar’s Anti-
Terrorism Law and sent to Pakokku Prison.

On their way there, they weren’t permitted to speak to each other. All they could do was
exchange glances, which was enough to express the pain they were all in. Nat Htet’s face was
swollen from the countless punches it had received. Their female comrade was doubled over
with abdominal pain. Kyaw Gyi’s head and body also throbbed, but as the senior of the other
two, he tried not to show it.

Powerless to do anything else, he decided to risk speaking a few words of encouragement.

“This is nothing,” he said. “Just relax.”

Members of the 96 Soldiers group sit with Nay Htet’s
body (Supplied)

Imprisonment and escape

As prisoners, Kyaw Gyi and Nay Htet were placed in
adjacent cells. They soon met other inmates, including
one named Wai Phyo who was also facing terrorism
charges.

A student activist in his 20s, Wai Phyo was determined to rejoin the fight against the regime,
something that he could not do if he remained behind bars. And so, together with Kyaw Gyi,
Nay Htet and two other prisoners named Myo Lin Aung and Saw Lin Htun, he hatched a plan to
escape.

There was a light rain falling during the early hours of September 11, the morning the five
would-be jailbreakers decided to make their move. It was still dark out when they slipped out of
the dormitory where they all slept.

At the prison wall, Kyaw Gyi kneeled down and told the others to step onto his shoulders so
that they could reach the top and pull themselves up. After several failed attempts, he and Nay
Htet switched positions, and the other three managed to get over the wall. Kyaw Gyi went last
because he wanted to be the one to pull his friend to freedom.

It wasn’t an easy task, as barbed wire was cutting into Kyaw Gyi’s skin the whole time that he
was trying to maintain his grip on Nay Htet’s wrists. Three times, Nay Htet fell back to the
ground. Finally, he decided to tell the others to go on without him, before they were all caught.

But Kyaw Gyi was not prepared to give up so easily. Removing his longyi, he lowered it down to
Nay Htet and used it pull him up to the top of the wall. In this way, all five were able to make

a daring escape.
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Despite their success, however, Nay Htet was not happy. The woman who was with him and
Kyaw Gyi when they were all arrested two and a half months earlier was not just a comrade,
but also his girlfriend. They had fallen in love during their time in the jungle, and now he had
been forced to leave her behind.

Fearing for her safety, he resolved to return and rescue her as soon as he could. But the
thought of how the regime’s prison officials, with their well-deserved reputation for brutality,
might be treating her continued to haunt him until his death a little more than a month later.

‘/!‘”W”f}’ ' [ ' V Nay Htet as a young student, before the February 2021
military coup (Supplied)

Admired by all

Nay Htet was a second-year zoology student at
Yangon’s Dagon University when the military staged a
coup that threatened to rob his generation of its future.
Like so many others, he was determined not to allow

A fellow student who remembers Nay Htet’s reaction to the military takeover recalled that he
was willing from the start to sacrifice his own life for the sake of others.

“He wanted us to have a good life. He always said, ‘| will live in the jungle, and you can all go
abroad.’ He told us that he wouldn’t be coming back—that he wouldn’t come back alive,” said
the female former classmate.

Tall and well-built, Nay Htet was nicknamed “Commando” by his new comrades in arms, who
were also struck by his fearlessness.

“He was willing to do anything related to fighting. I've always been afraid of explosives. | was
taught how to plant them, but | just couldn’t do it. But he assembled his own explosives and
planted them himself,” said Nyan Gyi, a fellow member of the 96 Soldiers group.

“l always warned him not to be too daring or stubborn. | told him that his overconfidence could
get him into trouble,” he added.

He wanted us to have a good life. He always said, ‘l will live in the jungle, and you can all go
abroad.’ He told us that he wouldn’t be coming back—that he wouldn’t come back alive

He was also criticised sometimes for speaking too curtly. But the fact remained that he was
always ready to do his utmost for those who fought alongside him, and so won the admiration
of all.

“After he broke out of jail, he could have gone somewhere safe to lie low for a while. But he
didn’t. He came right back to fight with us,” said Nyan Gyi.
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Local civilians join a funeral procession for Nay Htet, who
was killed in battle in Sagaing Region’s Wetlet Township on
October 17 (Supplied)

Zayar Lwin, the leader of their group, said that breaking
out of prison only strengthened Nay Htet’s resolve.

“It made him more determined, because he really wanted
to rescue his girlfriend and his other comrades left behind

in prison,” he said.

Killed just a month and a week after regaining his freedom, Nay Htet was also honoured by the
many local civilians who attended his funeral. Although he once told his comrades not to hold a
religious ceremony for him if he was killed in action, in the end, they made sure that he
received not only Buddhist rites, but also a hero’s send-off.

Resistance fighters, followed by a procession of locals, marched solemnly along a footpath to
his final resting place, their faces sad but at the same time full of the same ardour that had
defined Nay Htet’s brief existence.

His parents, who he contacted regularly by phone after leaving Yangon, had lost their home
because of Nay Htet’s involvement in the resistance. But even after this loss was compounded
by news of their son’s death, it failed to diminish a much deeper emotion that they felt at his
memory.

“I'm sorry that he wasn’t able to fight more battles. But I’'m proud that he died in action,” his
father said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/for-student-who-dared-to-fight-a-prison-break-and-
death-in-action

Mon Rebels Claim to Have Killed Myanmar Junta Major
By HEIN HTOO ZAN 11 November 2022

Weapons, ammunition, phones and cash seized from junta
personnel by Thaton PDF. / Supplied

Thaton People’s Defence Force (PDF) in Mon State says it
attacked a Myanmar junta vehicle carrying detained civilians on
Thursday and killed three soldiers, including a major.

A The truck was passing Win Sein village in Thaton Township
when it was attacked and one injured member of regime personnel escaped, said Saw Htoo
Aung of the PDF.
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Video and photos from the PDF show two men in civilian clothes lying dead near the vehicle
and three seized weapons, explosives and mobile phones.

“We seized three guns and 1.2 million kyats. We saved the civilians they arrested. Major Chit
Win Thu had ordered the arson attack on Htone Bo Lay village and has been arresting
protesters and activists in Thaton,” he said.

Htone Bo Lay village, which is bedside the Theinseik-Peindaw road, was torched by the officer’s
troops on June 25, leaving five villagers dead. At least 7,000 residents fled.

Thaton PDF claimed he was trading drugs and illegal vehicles in Mon and Karen states and
across the Thai border.

It has told junta-appointed administrators in the township to resign within two weeks or face
assassination.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/mon-rebels-claim-to-have-killed-myanmar-junta-
major.html

Myanmar Junta Troops Kill Eleven Civilians in Rakhine State
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 11 November 2022

Myanmar junta troops have allegedly killed 11 villagers in Ponnagyun Township, Rakhine State,
over two days this week, according to villagers.

Troops raided Sin Ein Gyi village, which is about 5km west of Ponnagyun town, on Thursday
evening and opened fire. They killed a woman in her 90s.

On Wednesday a junta truck was hit by an Arakan Army (AA) landmine between Paday Thar and
Sin Ein Gyi villages. Junta forces responded with shelling and airstrikes, according to residents.

“We sheltered in the monastery while others stayed at home. Some who stayed were killed and
at least 10 houses were burned down,” said a resident.

Maung Maung Thein, 41, Maung San Hla, 38, U Khin Maung, 55, U Zan, 65, Daw May Nu, 50,
Daw Ma Khin Thein, 92, a 60-year-old traditional medical practitioner from Rathedaung and U
Hmae Ni, 56, were among those killed.

“We have fled so we don’t know about any fighting between the regime troops and Arakan
Army. No one dares to go back to the village,” said a 32-year-old Sin Ein Gyi villager.

Residents said the AA troops had helped retrieve the bodies and performed cremations.

“Junta troops rushed into the village and killed people without any reason. It is inhumane,” said
a victim’s relative.

Page 8 of 74


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/mon-rebels-claim-to-have-killed-myanmar-junta-major.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/mon-rebels-claim-to-have-killed-myanmar-junta-major.html

Light Infantry Battalion 550 troops on Friday shelled Depar Yone village in the township, killing
U Aye Soe Thein, 41, and U Kyar Chay, 60.

Residents said they were farmers killed on their land. They said there had been no clashes near
the village before junta troops fired four shells.

Around half the villagers have now left their homes and abandoned their livestock.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-troops-kill-eleven-civilians-in-
rakhine-state.html

ALP accuses Arakan Army of detaining senior member; AA denies claim
DMG Newsroom | 10 November 2022, Sittwe

Arakan Liberation Party central committee member
Khaing Mya Thar. (Photo: ALP)

The Arakan Liberation Party (ALP) on Thursday alleged
that the Arakan Army (AA) abducted one of its central
committee members earlier this week.

< j« The ALP said Khaing Mya Thar was detained on his
wedding day, November 7,in Ywa Thit Village, near the border with the Indian state of
Mizoram.

“That day he wedded in the morning, and was detained later in the evening,” ALP vice chair
Daw Saw Mra Razar Linn told DMG. “We were heartbroken to hear about his abduction. A
wedding day is one of the happiest days in life for most people. We feel very sorry that he was
abducted on such a day. There must be humanity.”

The AA has arrested both senior ALP figures and rank-and-file members, as well as supporters,
since early this year, the ALP alleged in a statement on Thursday. Sixteen were abducted in
August alone, said the ALP statement.

“We are, however, not doing anything for the release of the detainees. We are waiting for the
AA to release them when we have mutual understanding,” she said.

The ALP statement also condemned the AA’s alleged arrest of leaders from other political
parties and civil society organisations in Arakan State.

“If [Arakanese] organisations do things like this to each other, it will be very difficult to achieve
national unity,” said Daw Saw Mra Razar Linn. “All of us are working for the cause of Arakan
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State and Arakanese people. We will have to engage in dialogue in the future. We don’t want to
see any act that could undermine national solidarity.”

When asked by DMG about the alleged abduction of Khaing Mya Thar, AA spokesman U Khaing
Thukha denied the ALP’s accusations, calling them “baseless.”

“What we understand is Khaing Mya Thar was detained because of internal frictions within the
ALP. It has nothing to do with either our organisation or organisation members,” said U Khaing
Thukha.

The ALP is a signatory to the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement, and an ALP delegation led by
Daw Saw Mra Razar Linn has been involved in peace talks with Myanmar’s military regime since
earlier this year.

The Arakan Army, meanwhile, is engaged in active armed conflict with Myanmar’s military
regime, with fighting reported across much of Arakan State and in neighbouring Paletwa
Township, Chin State, since August.

https://www.dmediag.com/news/5373-kmt-cec-alp

Two Officers Among Nearly 30 Myanmar Junta Soldiers Killed by Resistance in Past Four Days
By THE IRRAWADDY |11 November 2022

An army major and a captain were among nearly 30 regime forces killed in the last four days as
People’s Defense Force groups (PDFs) and ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) escalated their
attacks on regime targets across the country.

Incidents were reported in Mon, Karen, Rakhine and Kayah states as well as in Bago,
Tanintharyi and Sagaing regions.

The Irrawaddy has collected the following reports of significant attacks by PDFs and EAOs as
well as the regime’s latest atrocities against civilians.

Some military casualties could not be independently verified.
Three soldiers including deputy battalion commander killed in PDF raid in Mon

Army Major Chit Win Thu, who was a deputy commander of Military Training Battalion 9, was
among three soldiers killed during a raid by Thaton-PDF on a military vehicle in Thaton
Township, Mon State on Thursday.

Early on Thursday morning, the PDF group attacked a vehicle being used by regime forces to
carry civilian detainees in the township, according to local media reports citing a statement by
the PDF group.
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Junta soldiers including a major after being attacked
by a PDF group in Thaton Township on Thursday. /
Thaton-PDF

In the raid, three soldiers were killed and another
managed to flee after being injured. The PDF group
also freed the civilian detainees, it told the media.

Video footage and photos taken by the PDF show
two soldiers in civilian clothes lying dead near a vehicle, and three weapons, explosives and
mobile phones that were seized by the PDF group.

The army major was notorious for leading a junta arson attack on a village in the township,
arresting anti-regime activists and trading drugs and vehicles illegally.

Heavy clash erupts in Karen

A junta helicopter gunship during a clash with
resistance forces in Myawaddy Township on
Thursday. / Cobra Column

The Myanmar junta used an Mi-35 helicopter
gunship and a surveillance plane during intense
clashes with the Karen National Liberation Army
(KNLA) and allied PDF groups in Myawaddy
Township, Karen State on Thursday, said KNLA’s Cobra Column.

Many regime soldiers are believed to have been killed or injured when resistance drone teams
conducted strikes on regime forces under the command of Military Division 44, which is
attempting to occupy areas in the township.

However, the number of military casualties could not be verified due to the intensity of the
clash, Cobra Column said. No resistance casualties were reported, it said.

Two teens among four civilians injured by junta air, artillery strikes in Rakhine

A teenage boy who was injured when junta forces
bombed civilian targets in Ponnakyun Township on
Thursday. / CJ

At least four civilians including two students were
injured in Ponnakyun Township, Rakhine State on
Thursday when the junta conducted air and artillery
strikes as well as drone strikes on civilian targets in villages, according to local media reports.
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The junta bombing came after the Arakan Army used land mines to ambush two military
vehicles carrying rations near Sin Inn Gyi Village in the township. After the ambush, regime
forces also burned houses in the village, local media outlet Western News reported.

Captain among six regime troops killed by PDF in Tanintharyi

A PDF sniper during a clash with regime forces in Palaw Township on
Tuesday. / Palaw-PDF

Six junta soldiers including an army captain were killed in Palaw
Township, Tanintharyi Region on Tuesday when combined PDF
groups raided a military camp in Nann Taung Village, according to
the groups.

The two-hour clash was led by the Karen National Defense
Organization (KNDO), an armed wing of the Karen National Union,

% the PDF groups said. In the clash, two civilian houses were
destroyed when Military Battalion 285 fired more than 25 artillery shells at resistance positions
to support its ground troops.

The PDF raid forced the regime troops to abandon their camp and flee to the military
battalion’s base, said a resistance group that joined the attack.

Seven junta soldiers killed in clashes with PDF groups in Tanintharyi

At least seven regime troops were killed in Palaw Township, Tanintharyi Region on Thursday
when three clashes broke out between a combined force of PDF groups and a military
detachment that was attempting to raid Kadae Village.

After two hours of fighting, the regime troops were forced to retreat from the area, said Palaw-
PDF, which was involved in the fighting. No PDF fighters were injured.

Nine regime troops killed in PDF ambushes in Bago

Ammunition and a military hat left behind by
soldiers after being attacked by PDF groups in
Taungoo Township this week. / Taungoo-PDF

At least nine regime soldiers were reportedly killed
and 12 injured in Taungoo Township, Bago Region
when Taungoo-PDF group clashed with military

detachments on Monday and Wednesday.

Early Wednesday morning, two soldiers were killed when resistance fighters of Taungoo PDF
Battalion 3501 used land mines to ambush a military detachment raiding nearby areas of Najak
Village.
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The ambush followed clashes between regime forces and the PDF groups in two locations in the
township on Monday that left seven soldiers dead and 12 injured.

Clashes also broke out in the township on Saturday and Sunday.
Two junta soldiers killed in Sagaing

Local resistance group Chindwin Attack Force claimed on Wednesday that it and another PDF
group used grenades to attack regime soldiers who had fallen asleep in a sentry box at a
junction in the town of Monywa on Monday.

Citing military informants, the group said two regime soldiers were killed in the attack.
Two junta troops seriously injured in PDF drone strike in Sagaing

s : -ﬁ Resistance fighters of Myanmar Defense Force-Hydra
1 - Force./ MDF-Hydra Force

Resistance group Myanmar Defense Force-Hydra Force
claimed to have seriously injured two regime soldiers on
Thursday afternoon when their drone dropped two rifle
grenades on regime forces stationed at a junction in Taze
town, Sagaing Region.

Junta soldier killed in Sagaing

A soldier was killed and two others injured in Myaung
Township, Sagaing Region on Wednesday when PDF group Zamani Revolution Force/MMU
Myaung attacked drunk regime forces who were indiscriminately shooting at a bridge near a
residential ward, the PDF group said.

On Tuesday, five regime soldiers were injured in the township when the resistance group used
a remote-controlled parcel bomb and drones to attack the junta-run township General
Administration Department office. On the same day, they also used a drone to drop three rifle
grenades on regime patrols outside the town of Myaung.

Junta soldier killed by PDF sniper in Kayah

A resistance sniper of the Karenni Nationalities Defense
Force (KNDF) during an operation in Kayah State. /
KNDF- B-05

A regime soldier was killed in Demoso Township, Kayah
State on Wednesday when PDF snipers from Battalion 5
of the Karenni Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF)
ambushed regime forces stationed in Thae Suu Lal
Village, the resistance group claimed.
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Militias and the monkhood meet in Myanmar’s heartland

A notorious ultranationalist monk leads efforts to forcibly recruit locals into the junta-backed
Pyu Saw Htee militias of Sagaing

Thura Maung | Published on Nov 11, 2022

Warthawa and members of the Pyu Saw Htee are seen at
a junta military training in Sagaing (Photo: A Nyar Thar
Lay)

When four monks arrived in the central Sagaing Region
village of Ngar Toet last month, they were accompanied
by a group of gunmen, and together ordered all of the
250 households’ residents to gather in the local
monastery.

One of the armed men then pointed his rifle towards the sky, opening fire until he ran out of
ammunition, a villager said, one of many who spoke to Myanmar Now on the condition of
anonymity about the October 24 visit.

“They yelled into a megaphone that we were not to go outside. They said they would shoot us if
we ran and asked us to remain quiet,” he remembered of the meeting on temple grounds.

A locally known ultranationalist monk known as U Warthawa appeared to lead the group that
arrived in the Kanbalu Township village that day. The 40-year-old had built a reputation for
overseeing the formation of military-backed Pyu Saw Htee militias in Sagaing, a region where
resistance forces—widely supported by the public—and those under the junta have been
contesting for control since the February 2021 coup.

U Warthawa and Pyu Saw Htee members are seen at a
village in Sagaing (Photo: A Nyar Thar Lay)

Armed and trained in combat techniques by the
Myanmar army, the Pyu Saw Htee groups were initially
made up of pro-military nationalists, veterans, or
backers of the armed forces’ political proxy, the Union
Solidarity and Development Party (USDP). They have
been seen fighting alongside junta troops against anti-
regime forces and participating in raids and arson attacks on villages throughout northwestern
Myanmar.
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U Warthawa’s late October arrival in Ngar Toet was for the purpose of Pyu Saw Htee
recruitment, locals soon learned. During the monastery meeting, the monk selected the names
of 50 residents at random and ordered them to attend a two-week training to commence in
five days, one that would prepare them to join the militia.

The gunmen later went door-to-door through Ngar Toet, recruiting a total of around 150 men
to undergo the combat training for the Pyu Saw Htee, held at the same monastery.

“Those who didn’t get chosen were relieved,” said a Ngar Toet local whose name was among
those who had been called. “Nearly all the ones who were chosen went to the training, by
force.”

A military council combat training in Sagaing (Photo: A
Nyar Thar Lay)

He was among the few who refused, quietly fleeing the
village with his family and going into hiding.

Two others attempted to run away on November 1, but
were unsuccessful. One was 36-year-old Aung Chanthar
Htun—a former campaign organiser for the ousted
National League for Democracy—who was killed by junta
troops, according to a relative. The other, whose identity was not known, was recaptured. His

condition was not known at the time of reporting.

Such training sessions typically conclude with the distribution of single-shot or automatic rifles,
provided by the Myanmar military for the participants.

Locals speculated that Ngar Toet was selected as a training site due to its location, just two
miles from the junta stronghold of Kanbalu town, and near the base of a tank battalion. One-
third of the village’s residents were also historically supporters of the USDP and the military’s
claim to political power.

Pyu Saw Htee group seen in Sagaing (Photo: A Nyar Thar
Lay)

Pyu Saw Htee funding as ‘disaster relief’

U Warthawa is an infamous and divisive figure in
Kanbalu Township, serving as the abbot of a temple in
the predominantly Muslim village of Hmaw Taw, where
only 10 percent of the 500 households are Buddhist.
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He was previously affiliated with Ma Ba Tha, a now-
defunct Buddhist extremist network notorious for its attacks on Myanmar’s Muslim
community.
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Days before he arrived in Ngar Toet, he had received more than 4m kyat (US$1,900) in cash
from the junta to buy food for some 160 Pyu Saw Htee members in Kanbalu and neighbouring
Taze Township.

Soe Shwe Aung, the chair of the military council’s Kanbalu District Administration Department,
handed the money to U Warthawa on October 20, according to letters exchanged between
junta departments in Sagaing over the past two months. The documents indicated that the
money, approved by the army’s regional administrative body, was taken from funds reserved
for Kanbalu District disaster relief, local development, and monasteries.

Pyu Saw Htee groups have a strong presence in around 40 villages in Kanbalu, Taze and Kyunla
townships, according to sources within the resistance. Villagers familiar with the militias in
these areas say that members are provided with free uniforms and paid 170,000 kyat ($80)
monthly, while leaders receive a salary of 210,000 kyat ($100).

While visiting communities in these townships earlier this year, U Warthawa declared that
those who administered financial support to anti-regime groups including the People’s Defence
Force (PDF) should be “eradicated.”

In an interview with Myanmar Now in June, U Warthawa defended his calls for demolishing
villages determined to be aligned with the resistance movement, claiming that he was acting in
the spirit of “angry benevolence.”

“l want them to be good people. The PDFs also belong to our national race,” he said at that
time, a reference to the Bamar Buddhist supremacist philosophy to which he is known to
subscribe.

‘Divide and rule’

Many of the armed resistance groups active in Sagaing report to the publicly mandated
National Unity Government and are known to have received support, including training and
arms, from the Kachin Independence Army, one of the most powerful ethnic armed
organisations in the country.

While the military does not release information on its casualties in northwestern Myanmar, it is
said to have suffered major losses in ambushes carried out by guerrilla fighters with advanced
knowledge of the local landscape in Sagaing.

The Myanmar army has attempted to bolster its ranks with the formation of militias in the
region, but its forces reportedly continue to be spread thin.

“As far as | know, there are at most a total of 30 to 50 junta soldiers and Pyu Saw Htee
members in some townships in Sagaing. They are only able to guard the police stations and the
cities,” Aye Chan, an army captain who defected to the resistance, told Myanmar Now.
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Another defector and former captain, Zin Yaw, said that the building of civilian militias to
deepen hostility between communities on the ground was an example of the “divide and rule”
methods long employed by the Myanmar army to maintain its hold on power.

“It is a disgusting and fearsome strategy,” he said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/militias-and-the-monkhood-meet-in-myanmars-
heartland

With Return of Military Rule, Myanmar Again Living Under Big Brother

By THE IRRAWADDY | 11 November 2022

The Return of Big Brother
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“superiors” lording it over the whole society.

One of the many adverse impacts of the 2021
military coup has been the return of Big
Brother to Myanmar. The state security
apparatus is once again persecuting all
opponents of the junta and bullying the
general public in order to entrench military
rule and reassert the generals’ status as

Since the coup, the regime’s spy network, generally known as “Military Intelligence”, or MI, has
been arresting and brutally torturing—often to death—anyone suspected of being directly
involved in, supporting or having connections with any anti-regime movement, in an effort to
extract information on its perceived enemies.

The Southeast Asian nation has been in revolt since the takeover as the vast majority of the
people reject the coup. Many young people have taken up arms to fight against the junta.

General Khin Nyunt attends a summit in Bagan on Nov. 12, 2003. / AFP

Officially known as the Office of the Chief of Military Security Affairs
(OCMSA), the agency is behind the “overnight detentions” in which
alleged dissidents are arrested in night raids, and their bodies returned
the following day. Dissidents are subject to various forms of torture,
sometimes fatal, at hellish interrogation camps where Ml members use
rape as a weapon against not only female activists but also males.

The office is the successor to the MI, which was dissolved in 2004
following the purge of powerful spy chief General Khin Nyunt.

Its purpose is much the same: to keep the activities of democracy activists and anyone deemed
to undermine the interests of the Myanmar military under surveillance, Big Brother-style. Since

Page 17 of 74


https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/militias-and-the-monkhood-meet-in-myanmars-heartland
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/militias-and-the-monkhood-meet-in-myanmars-heartland

the coup, its primary responsibility has been clear: to jail or kill anyone involved in the popular
revolt against the regime.

It is not wrong to say that this has been the MI’s primary duty under successive governments.
Bloody legacy

After the military takeover in 1988, the military spy agency led by Gen. Khin Nyunt, the
Secretary-1 of the then junta, was notorious for its inhumane treatment of democracy activists.

As many as a thousand—those who were “fortunate” enough to survive the systematic torture
at the junta’s interrogation camps—were believed to have been put behind bars between 1988
and 2004. A fate worse than death was waiting for them.

Ml officers set up Kangaroo courts in prisons and told the judges what prison sentences—
mostly lengthy—should be handed down to whom. After the verdicts, most of the political
prisoners were transferred to jails in remote corners of the country in a move deliberately
designed to cause distress to their relatives and make it financially burdensome for them to
visit the inmates.

At least 200 political prisoners given lengthy sentences died in prison due to poor conditions,
abuses and lack of access to proper medical treatment, according to data from the Assistance
Association for Political Prisoners.

Gen Maj-Gen Brig-Gen
Khin Nyunt Kyaw Win Thein Swe

Brig-Gen Colonel Brig-Gen
Kyaw Thein San Pwint Than Tun

After Gen. Khin Nyunt, Brigadier General Kyaw Win, Brigadier General Than Tun, Brigadier
General Kyaw Thein, Brigadier General Thein Swe, Colonel San Pwint and Colonel Hla Min were
the key Ml officers responsible for bolstering the military dictatorship, persecuting democracy
activists and building a sham peace by offering business incentives to ethnic armed
organizations (EAOs).
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The spy chief, who was also the Secretary 1 of the then regime, which called itself the State Law
and Order Restoration Council, did not just seek to destroy the EAOs, but also, in the name of
internal peace, used business incentives and other gambits—for example, the use of religion in
the case of the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army’s split from the Karen National Union.

As part of the then regime’s propaganda campaign in which it sought to counter media with
media, the Myanmar Times, a media outlet in which the head of the MI’s international relations
department, Brig-Gen Thein Swe, and his son Sonny Swe had a stake, published an English-
language journal serving as the mouthpiece of military leaders, and as their propaganda
machine. While all other media outlets faced draconian censorship, the Myanmar Times was
the only media outlet privileged by the regime.

Military intelligence officers Colonel Kyaw Thein (left),
Colonel Thein Swe (center) and then Myanmar regime No.
2 Colonel Kyaw Win consult before answering a
journalist’s question during the monthly government
press conference on Feb. 1, 1997. / AFP

Khin Nyunt, who was visited by Min Aung Hlaing late last
year following the coup, has not admitted to the crimes
that he masterminded and committed throughout the rule of previous military regimes. He has
not faced legal consequences, either. And he has put the blame on then military dictator Than
Shwe, saying the junta leader’s subordinates had to listen to what their boss said.

New blood

Six generals have taken the helm of the Ml since it was reconstituted in 2004, following the
purge of Khin Nyunt. Both Than Shwe and his successor Min Aung Hlaing have appointed
trusted generals to the post.

The first was Lieutenant-General Myint Swe, who has been serving as the acting president since
the Myanmar military seized power in a coup last year. Myint Swe, who was then the chief of
Yangon Command, played the lead role in the arrest of Khin Nyunt. He concurrently served as
the chief of Yangon Command and the spy agency.

He was succeeded by Lieutenant General Ye Myint in 2005. Ye Myint became the Mandalay
Region chief minister under U Thein Sein’s quasi-civilian government.

In its early days, the Chief of Military Security Affairs’ performance in intelligence gathering was
graded as poor, partly because it was understaffed and needed time to build a new network of
informants as a completely new agency, and also because of certain restrictions imposed out of
fear that the agency’s leadership might follow in the footsteps of Khin Nyunt.

The agency’s personnel, who had previously gathered information about high-ranking military
officers and conducted counterintelligence operations, were reportedly reduced to asking for
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information from local police—who were just the MlI’s lackeys during its heyday—so that they
could make regular reports to their higher-ups.

The only thing the reconstituted spy agency could do as well as its predecessor was extorting
protection money from KTVs and massage parlors, and illegal lottery sellers, wrote Moe Zay
Nyein in his investigative article “What is OCMSA?” On social media, the writer revealed inside
information obtained from Myanmar military and police personnel.

During the Saffron Revolution in 2007, Ml personnel took an active part in monitoring and
documenting protests, and in arrests and interrogations.

Lt-Gen Ye Myint contested the 2010 general election on the ticket of the military’s proxy Union
Solidarity and Development Party, and became the chief minister of Mandalay Region. Lt-Gen
Kyaw Swe, who was a classmate of current deputy junta chief Soe Win at the Defense Services
Academy, took charge of the security affairs office. He was appointed by armed forces chief and
current junta leader Min Aung Hlaing as defense minister—a military-controlled portfolio even
during civilian rule—under the National League for Democracy (NLD) government.

Born of a bad seed, the agency started to follow in the footsteps of its predecessor over time,
killing detainees during interrogation.

Lt-Gen Gen Lt-Gen
Myint Swe Mya Tun Oo Ye Myint

Lt-Gen Lt-Gen Lt-Gen
Kyaw Swe Soe Htut Ye Win Oo

In 2012, the security affairs office under the Northern Command of the Myanmar military
detained Brang Yawng from Kachin State’s Waingmaw and another man on suspicion of having
ties to the Kachin Independence Organization. They were beaten and forced to sodomize each
other. Brang Yawng’s wife sent an appeal to then President U Thein Sein to drop the case as
soon as possible.

Despite apparent democratization under ex-general President U Thein Sein’s administration,
the agency kept on tailing democracy activists, NLD party members and lawmakers.
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Lower House lawmaker Daw Khin San Hlaing of the NLD told The Irrawaddy that she was
continuously tailed by security affairs officers during 2012 by-election and her speeches were
recorded by them.

Lieutenant General Mya Tun Oo, who is now on the regime’s State Administration Council and
also the defense minister, took the helm of the spy agency in 2014. He graduated from the 25th
intake of the Defense Services Academy, and was an officer in the agency since the time of Maj-
Gen Ye Myint.

After Mya Tun Oo was promoted to become a general and chief of general staff (army, navy
and air) in 2016, military Advocate General Lieutenant General Soe Htut succeeded him. Lt-Gen
Soe Htut is currently the regime’s home affairs minister—a position he also held under the NLD
government.

Soe Htut was part of the 64th intake of the Officer Training School, and was a son of Brigadier-
General Lun Maung, who died along with Lt-Gen Tin Oo, one of the top brass in Than Shwe’s
regime, in a helicopter crash in 2001.

In Soe Htut’s era, the spy agency continued to shadow, take pictures, and record the speeches
of NLD lawmakers, prompting them to formally complain in the Lower House in 2017 and 2019.
Then deputy defense minister Myint Nwe responded to the Parliament that those activities
were carried out in public and therefore did not violate any law.

Soe Htut was succeeded by commander of South-Western Command, then Major General Ye
Win Oo, in 2020.

The Man in Charge of Min Aung Hlaing’s Torture Chambers

The current spy agency chief, Lieutenant General Ye Win Oo, is 56 and a confidant of Min Aung
Hlaing and his family. He is also the joint secretary of the SAC. Ye Win O0’s deputy in the spy
agency is Major General Toe Yi.

A cohort of the 77th intake at Officer Training School, Ye Win Qo has been close to Min Aung
Hlaing and his family since being appointed a General Staff Officer (G 1) at Yangon Command
some 10 years ago.

This is reminiscent of the former military dictator’s appointment of his aide Yangon Command
chief Myint Swe (now the acting president of the current regime) as the spy agency head in
2004.

Ye Win Qo led raids on the Presidential Residence and Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s residence in
Naypyitaw during the military’s Feb. 1, 2021 coup. He oversees the arrests and brutal
interrogations of dissidents, which often result in deaths.

He accompanied Min Aung Hlaing when the junta chief visited Khin Nyunt at his house in
Yangon in December last year.
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| Lt-Gen Ye Win Oo at the 18th ASEAN Military
| Intelligence videoconference meeting in March, 2021. /
Cincds

Since the coup, the regime has expanded its spying
department into an Upper Myanmar Office and a Lower
Myanmar Office. The Lower Myanmar unit is headed by
Major General Aung Kyaw Kyaw, who was promoted
from the rank of brigadier general and was formerly an
assistant adjutant general at Naypyitaw military headquarters. The Upper Myanmar unit will be
headed by Major General Kyaw Kyaw Lwin, who was also promoted from the rank of brigadier
general and was previously serving in the Military Security Affairs office.

Lk

Min Aung Hlaing has recalled former military intelligence officers to give him advice as his
regime desperately needs intelligence to suppress the nationwide resistance movement. At Min
Aung Hlaing’s invitation, former high-ranking intelligence officers Khin Maung Thein, Ngwe Tun
and Thein Swe have traveled to Naypyitaw to assist the regime.

Khin Maung Thein is a former ambassador to Japan. Ngwe Tun, a former lieutenant colonel,
attended the Defense Services Academy with the coup leader, served in the Navy and
subsequently joined the intelligence unit after receiving training in the US in 1987. He is now
reportedly a full-time consultant for the military regime.

Thein Swe, an ex-brigadier general, attended the Defense Services Academy with former
President U Thein Sein and served in the Directorate of Defense Services Intelligence. Later, he
served as military attaché in Bangkok and was a close aide to Khin Nyunt. In his heyday, he ran
the Myanmar Times newspaper with his son Sonny Swe, who went on to launch Frontier
Myanmar magazine and currently serves as its CEO.

As the regime recalled former intelligence officers to duty, Ye Win Oo has displayed his loyalty
to Min Aung Hlaing by overseeing torture chambers and squeezing information out of anti-coup
activists.

As of last month, the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners-Burma (AAPP) had recorded
a total of 707 deaths in junta custody. That number includes those killed at interrogation
centers, in jails across the country and others killed in custody awaiting transfer. Victims include
members of People’s Defense Force groups (PDFs), Myanmar’s ousted National League for
Democracy (NLD) and civilians detained during raids on villages by junta troops.

“He has no distinguished military record. He was given a position close to [Min Aung Hlaing]
because he is his confidant,” said a military analyst based in Myanmar, speaking on condition of
anonymity due to security concerns.
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In meetings with international diplomats in Myanmar or on his visits to Russia, Min Aung Hlaing
is more likely to have Ye Win Oo beside him than Foreign Affairs Minister U Wunna Maung
Lwin.

Successive military dictators have appointed their trusted confidants to lead their spy agencies,
all of which have helped to entrench military rule by applying brutal methods to oppress the
entire population.

All former and current military intelligence agencies must be held accountable for their torture,
human rights violations and arbitrary persecution of dissidents, pro-democracy forces and
members of the general public under consecutive military regimes over the decades.

Myanmar does not need such a brutal and notorious institution. It must be abolished, together
with the military dictatorship.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/with-return-of-military-rule-myanmar-again-living-
under-big-brother.html

Appointment of Myanmar junta general as ASEAN Air Chiefs Conference chair criticised

By Mizzima | 11 November 2022

Tun Aung poses for a group photo at the 19th ASEAN Air
Chiefs Conference in Laos last week. Photo: GNLM

CSO Progressive Voice has joined with other organisations
in condemning the appointment of a Myanmar junta
general, General Tun Aung, to the chair of the of the

; .|| Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Air Chiefs
i ihaeies Conference (AACC).

It has called for other countries to immediately sanction General Aung Tan and for ASEAN to
ban Myanmar any ASEAN meetings, group=s and activities.

Following Justice For Myanmar’s revelation that the Myanmar military junta had recently been
appointed chair of the ASEAN Air Chiefs Conference (AACC). General Tun Aung led the junta’s
delegation where they assumed the AACC Chairmanship for the coming year.

General Tun Aung is a former director of the military-owned Myanma Economic Holdings Ltd
and is sanctioned by the UK and Canada. Just yesterday, in its fifth round of sanctions, the EU
also sanctioned General Tun Aung among other individuals and an entity linked to the
Myanmar military.

Justice For Myanmar’s findings come just days before the ASEAN Summit, which is set to take
place on 10 — 13 November in Phnom Penh, Cambodia.
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“By allowing the Myanmar military junta to chair the ASEAN Air Chiefs Conference, ASEAN is
violating the Five-Point Consensus to cease the ongoing violence, doing the opposite of
ensuring regional stability. ASEAN is becoming further complicit in the junta’s war crimes and
crimes against humanity by emboldening the military junta,” said Khin Ohmar of Progressive
Voice.

“General Tun Aung is a sanctioned individual, and the crimes being committed by the military
under his command are well known. Instead of holding General Tun Aung accountable for war
crimes, ASEAN is rolling out a carpet for him to be in charge of the regional body that aims for
greater partnership between air forces. ASEAN must stop aiding and abetting the junta’s
atrocity crimes. Top leaders of ASEAN must take decisive action at the upcoming Summit to
exclude both political and non-political junta representatives from all ministerial and related
meetings and activities. This should include the ASEAN Commission on the Promotion and
Protection of the Rights of Women and Children (ACWC) and the ASEAN Intergovernmental
Commission on Human Rights (AICHR),” said Khin Ohmar.

“ASEAN’s dialogue partners, EU, Australia, New Zealand, US, Japan and South Korea must
immediately sanction the Air Force Chief,” said the rights groups.

Progressive Voice and the Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (FORUM-ASIA) also
say that ASEAN must stop aiding and abetting the Myanmar military’s atrocity crimes and take
concrete action to exclude all political and non-political representatives of the Myanmar
military junta from attending ASEAN summits, meetings and activities

https://mizzima.com/article/appointment-myanmar-junta-general-asean-air-chiefs-conference-
chair-criticised

‘Myanmar junta is the cause of the crisis, not the solution’ — rights group

Fortify Rights urges leaders of ASEAN to scrap the five-point consensus on Myanmar and
suspend the regime’s participation in meetings of the bloc

Myanmar Now | Published on Nov 11, 2022

Cambodia's Prime Minister Hun Sen (C), is seen together
with other ASEAN leaders during the opening ceremony
of the 40th and 41st Summit and Related Summits in
Phnom Penh, Cambodia on November 11 (EPA)

Advocacy group Fortify Rights called on the leaders of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to
abandon the “failed” five-point consensus on Myanmar
and adopt emergency measures to protect the country’s civilian population as the bloc
convened its annual summit on Friday in Cambodia.
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In a Thursday press release, Fortify Rights said it had received a leaked internal document from
“a well-placed source” close to the member states. It included 11 points, among which were
ambiguous assessments and recommendations about how to confront the crisis in Myanmar,
the group said.

It made “no mention of the junta’s ongoing coup d’etat, its more than 12,000 political
prisoners, or the junta’s well-documented nationwide attack on the civilian population,” Fortify
Rights noted.

The document in question was reportedly prepared by the office of the ASEAN chair, Cambodia,
after the bloc’s foreign ministers met on October 27, and was allegedly scheduled for review on
Thursday in order to finalise recommendations to ASEAN’s heads of state.

One of the points indicated that ASEAN should retain the five-point consensus decided at last
year’s summit. The controversial 2021 agreement called for an end to violence in Myanmar, as
well as for the initiation of “constructive dialogue among all parties,” the appointment of a
regional Special Envoy, humanitarian aid, and a visit to Myanmar by the envoy.

Though the Myanmar regime agreed to the consensus at that time, it was not implemented.
Hundreds of civil society organisations have since deemed it “ineffective,” noting that it has not
stopped ongoing “atrocity crimes” from being committed by the military.

According to an initial statement published by the office of the ASEAN chair after last month’s
meetings of the foreign ministers, the member states had decided to take “concrete, practical
and time-bound actions” to implement the consensus. However, the chair later revised the
statement, replacing it with a shorter, more generic text that did not mention the
aforementioned actions, Fortify Rights said, describing the move as “a sign of discord.”

The rights group called on the regional leaders to suspend the Myanmar junta’s participation in
all meetings throughout the ASEAN system and abandon the approach adopted last year.

Indonesian President Joko Widodo got behind the recommendation, proposing on Friday that
Myanmar be banned from all ASEAN activities beyond major summits, according to Bloomberg
news agency.

Patrick Phongsathorn, human rights advocacy specialist at Fortify Rights, said that the Myanmar
junta had “undermined ASEAN’s efforts at every stage” of the ongoing crisis and urged the bloc
to take immediate “concrete emergency action.”

“ASEAN leaders need to get real—the junta is the cause of the crisis in Myanmar, not the
solution,” he added.

Fortify Rights also recommended that the ASEAN leaders adopt an agreement regarding the
protection of Myanmar refugees, the authorisation of cross-border humanitarian aid, and
coordinate internationally to cut off the junta’s supply of weapons and jet fuel, as well as its
sources of revenue and opportunities for political recognition.

Page 25 of 74



https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-is-the-cause-of-the-crisis-not-the-
solution-rights-group

ASEAN Leaders Struggle for Answers to Myanmar Crisis
By AFP | 11 November 2022

PHNOM PENH—Southeast Asian leaders on Friday demanded the Myanmar junta take action to
implement a peace plan aimed at quelling the country’s escalating bloodshed, which has seen
thousands killed in clashes since last year’s coup.

The Myanmar crisis dominated the first day of a summit of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) regional bloc in Phnom Penh that US President Joe Biden will join on Saturday.

Myanmar has spiraled into bloody conflict since the military ousted Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s
civilian government in February last year.

ASEAN agreed a “Five-Point Consensus” peace plan with Myanmar in April last year but the
junta has so far ignored it and the bloc has struggled for months to come up with ways to
enforce it.

Frustration is growing among the other nine ASEAN countries at the generals’ foot-dragging and
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. of the Philippines told his fellow leaders that “speedy
implementation” of the consensus was needed.

ASEAN has blocked junta chief Min Aung Hlaing from attending the gathering in Phnom Penh,
which Chinese Premier Li Kegiang is also attending.

China, the bloc’s biggest trading partner, has historically had good ties with the Myanmar junta,
though it has voiced some unease at the ongoing chaos in the country.

Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi said the leaders had agreed on a 15-point decision
plan, thrashed out over two days of talks with her counterparts.

While she did not give details of the agreement she said it represented a stern admonition to
the junta to act or face serious consequences—including expanding a ban on junta figures
attending ASEAN meetings.

“This is a warning, this is a strong message from the leaders,” Marsudi told reporters.

Within the bloc, Indonesia has been one of the main voices calling for tougher action on the
junta, along with Malaysia and Singapore.

Marcos also called for ASEAN to open contacts with opposition groups in Myanmar, echoing a
draft summit statement seen by AFP that suggested engaging with the National Unity
Government (NUG).
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The NUG is a self-declared parallel body dominated by former lawmakers from Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s
party and considers itself to be Myanmar’s legitimate government.

The Myanmar junta regards the NUG as “terrorists”, and engaging with the group would be a significant
step for ASEAN.

Last year’s coup slammed the door on Myanmar’s brief dalliance with democracy after decades under
army rule.

Earlier this month Singapore’s Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan warned that the Myanmar military
had “a very high tolerance for pain, very high tolerance for isolation” and the crisis could take decades
to resolve.

US pressure

Western powers have heaped sanctions on the junta and the United States has urged ASEAN to
take a “forceful” stance to squeeze the junta to reduce the violence, which escalated in recent
weeks with deadly military air strikes on civilian targets including a school and concert.

Daniel Kritenbrink, the top US diplomat for East Asia, said Myanmar would be a top subject
when Biden meets ASEAN leaders on Saturday.

After Phnom Penh, Biden is due to fly to a high-stakes meeting with his Chinese counterpart Xi
Jinping on the sidelines of the G20 summit in Indonesia on Monday.

Junta defiance

ASEAN foreign ministers held emergency talks on Myanmar last month and said afterwards
they were “even more determined” to find a solution.

Myanmar state media have slammed ASEAN’s involvement, accusing the bloc of being a
“lapdog for the US” while the junta warned against imposing a timeline on the peace process,
saying it could lead to “negative implications”.

On the eve of the summit, rights campaign group Amnesty International called on the leaders
to agree a complete embargo on the transfer of arms and aviation fuel to Myanmar.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/the-world-myanmar/asean-leaders-struggle-for-answers-to-
myanmar-crisis.html

Myanmar’s Civilian Government Demands ASEAN Invite
By THE IRRAWADDY | 11 November 2022

Myanmar’s acting civilian president Duwa Lashi La has called Southeast Asian leaders at the
annual ASEAN summit to reject the junta’s sham election planned for next year and engage
with his National Unity Government (NUG) to end regime atrocities.
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The meeting began in Cambodia on Thursday with Myanmar’s crisis set to dominate talks amid
widespread criticism over ASEAN’s stalled peace plan, called the five-point consensus.

“Excellencies, | greatly appreciate that this leaders’ summit will consider recommendations, to
take further practical action and to help end the suffering of the people of Myanmar. Instead of
continuing to allow the junta to waste time and destroy lives, we urge you to take meaningful
action with those of us who truly wish to end the crisis,” Duwa Lashi La wrote on November 8.

Since agreeing to the five-point consensus in April last year, which called for an end to violence,
the junta has intensified its extrajudicial killings of civilians and airstrikes.

Regime forces killed around 80 people in an airstrike on a concert in Kachin State on October
23. The regime has killed more than 2,400 people since the February 2021 coup.

For failing to implement its peace plan, ASEAN has barred junta leader Min Aung Hlaing from
the summit but it will accept “non-political” representatives, which was rejected by the junta.
Regime representatives are allowed to attend ASEAN’s ministerial meetings, which the bloc
says maintains the status quo.

Duwa Lashi La’s letter said people are suffering beyond comprehension, including in
indiscriminate aerial bombing.

“For us, each day of the junta’s atrocities is a tragedy. Therefore, we seek a time-bound
approach to avoid a lengthy, worsening disaster for the people of Myanmar and the region,” he
said.

Duwa Lashi La said no junta representative should be invited to any ASEAN meetings but the
NUG, National Unity Consultative Council and other stakeholders should be represented.

“l note that the military junta’s proposed elections are not only a sham and illegal, but they will
certainly cause greater instability in Myanmar and the region. We earnestly hope that ASEAN
rejects the junta’s sham elections,” he said.

He also called for humanitarian assistance.

Duwa Lashi La said the NUG and other stakeholders have prepared a serious roadmap for
Myanmar, based on the rule of law, democracy, peace and a commitment to an inclusive new
Myanmar that protects everyone, including the Rohingya.

“Our people will never forget those who stand with us,” he wrote.

The NUG’s foreign minister, Daw Zin Mar Aung, also called on her ASEAN counterparts to
replace or expand the peace plan with formal mechanisms for engagement with the NUG as
Myanmar’s legitimate representative.

This should include NUG attendance at ASEAN summits, she said.
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“While you convene, the illegal military junta continues to escalate its indiscriminate attacks on
civilians,” the minister’s letter said, mentioning the junta’s bombing of schools, torching of
villages, beheadings and burning to death of children, extrajudicial executions of pro-
democracy activists despite the ASEAN appeals to stop and detention of foreign nationals as
bargaining chips.

However, a leaders’ statement issued on Friday included references to the five-point consensus
and tasked ASEAN officials to draw up an implementation plan without giving any details.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-civilian-government-demands-asean-
invite.html

ASEAN agrees to talk to Myanmar opposition
By AFP | 11 November 2022

PHNOM PENH—Southeast Asian leaders agreed Friday to engage Myanmar opposition groups
as they seek ways to quell the country’s escalating bloodshed which has seen thousands killed
in clashes since last year’s coup.

The Myanmar crisis dominated the first day of a gathering of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) regional bloc in Phnom Penh that US President Joe Biden will join on Saturday.

Myanmar has spiralled into bloody conflict since the military ousted Aung San Suu Kyi’s civilian
government in February last year.

ASEAN agreed upon a “five-point consensus” peace plan with Myanmar in April last year but
the junta has so far ignored it and the bloc has struggled for months to come up with ways to
enforce it.

Frustrated by the generals’ foot-dragging, leaders on Friday tasked their foreign ministers with
drawing up “an implementation plan that outlines concrete, practical and measurable
indicators with specific timeline”.

In a 15-point statement thrashed out over two days of difficult talks among foreign ministers,
the bloc agreed to “engage all stakeholders soon”.

“Engagement would be done in a flexible and informal manner, primarily undertaken by the
Special Envoy of the ASEAN Chair on Myanmar,” the leaders’ statement said.

This will likely involve meeting representatives of Myanmar’s National Unity Government
(NUG), a self-declared parallel body dominated by former lawmakers from Suu Kyi’s party.

The NUG considers itself to be the country’s legitimate government but the junta regards its
members as “terrorists”, and engaging with the group would be a significant step for ASEAN.
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“This is a warning”

The leaders also warned the generals that if they do not step up, the bloc could expand a ban
on junta figures attending ASEAN meetings.

“This is a warning, this is a strong message from the leaders,” Indonesian Foreign Minister
Retno Marsudi told reporters.

Within the bloc, Indonesia has been one of the main voices calling for tougher action on the
junta, along with Malaysia and Singapore.

Philippine Assistant Secretary for ASEAN Affairs Dan Espiritu said that after more than a year of
junta inaction it was time to “implement some other alternative plan in view of the limited
progress”.

He characterised the situation in Myanmar as “critical and fragile with growing violence”.

The five-point plan calls for an end to violence, dialogue between all sides in Myanmar
mediated by the ASEAN envoy, and humanitarian aid.

Last year’s coup slammed the door on Myanmar’s brief dalliance with democracy after decades
under army rule.

Earlier this month Singapore’s Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan warned that the Myanmar
military had “a very high tolerance for pain, very high tolerance for isolation” and the crisis
could take decades to resolve.

Addressing ASEAN leaders on Friday, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres condemned
“escalating levels of violence” in Myanmar.

“I repeat my call on the Myanmar authorities to launch an inclusive process immediately to
return to the democratic transition,” Guterres said.

Elsewhere on Friday, the summit agreed “in principle” to let East Timor join ASEAN, granting it
observer status while it works towards full membership.

US Pressure

ASEAN has blocked Myanmar junta chief Min Aung Hlaing from attending the gathering in
Phnom Penh, which Chinese Premier Li Keqiang is also attending.

China, the bloc’s biggest trading partner, has historically had good ties with the Myanmar junta,
though it has voiced some unease at the ongoing chaos in the country.

Western powers have heaped sanctions on the junta and the United States has urged ASEAN to
take a “forceful” stance to squeeze the junta to reduce the violence, which escalated in recent
weeks with deadly military air strikes on civilian targets including a school and concert.

Page 30 of 74



Daniel Kritenbrink, the top US diplomat for East Asia, said Myanmar would be a top subject
when Biden meets ASEAN leaders on Saturday.

On Sunday Biden will sit down with Li in Phnom Penh at the East Asia Summit, which takes in
ASEAN members plus other regional powers including Russia, Australia and New Zealand.

A day later the US leader flies to a high-stakes meeting with his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping
on the sidelines of the G20 summit in Indonesia.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/the-world-myanmar/asean-agrees-to-talk-to-myanmar-
opposition.html

ASEAN United in Inaction, Ineffectiveness and Appeasement on Myanmar
By IGOR BLAZEVIC | 11 November 2022

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) cannot do anything right. It’s a truly
pathetic organization.

ASEAN members like to boast that its consensus style has kept them united. However, what
really happens whenever ASEAN is faced with a significant crisis—when tough and resolute
decisions need to be made—is that the group’s members remain united in their inaction and
inability to do anything meaningful.

Here are the latest updates from what were supposed to be major ASEAN meetings and
summits:

The regional bloc has failed to reach a consensus on providing an opportunity to Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy to deliver a video statement during the ASEAN Summit.

The delivery of the address by Zelenskyy would require the agreement of all ASEAN member
countries. Some countries are in favor. Cambodia, ASEAN’s current chair, favors the initiative as
well. But some of the 10 members oppose the address—so nothing will happen. There will be
no Zelenskyy speech. ASEAN again remains united in its inability to take meaningful and
necessary action.

When it comes to Myanmar, the bloc’s performance is simultaneously even more comical and
tragic.

At first, Southeast Asian foreign ministers agreed that ASEAN’s efforts to bring peace to
Myanmar through its Five-Point Consensus had failed. Next, they decided to recommend that
ASEAN leaders stick to the plan. The message: Our strategy and approach have failed, so we
recommend continuing with it.
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In order to bring at least some new element or to pretend to put some new ingredient in the
ASEAN policy toward the war in Myanmar, the foreign ministers called for “concrete, practical,
and time-bound actions” to strengthen the implementation of the Five-Point Consensus.

However, again, the original two-page ASEAN Chair’s Statement that resulted from the foreign
ministers meeting on Oct. 27 has subsequently been removed from the ASEAN website and
replaced with a much shorter, three-paragraph text. The revised statement no longer makes
reference to “concrete, practical and time-bound actions” to strengthen implementation of the
Five-Point Consensus.

The new version of the Chair’s Statement has been reduced to a vague statement that
effectively says: “We have nothing concrete to say, we do not really plan to do anything
meaningful and concrete which can actually contribute to solve the problem. We had a frank
and friendly exchange of views, we learned that we do not have agreement among ourselves
on what to do, so we have reached a consensus that we will remain united in doing nothing.”

A newly leaked document prepared by the office of the ASEAN chair—Cambodia—has added
new clarity to the policy of “ASEAN Unity in Inaction and Ineffectiveness”. In the 11-point
document made public by Fortify Rights, point No. 2 clarifies that ASEAN’s “Five-Point
Consensus shall be retained” and that the ASEAN Secretariat will be tasked “to draft the
implementation plan.”

So, ASEAN’s secretariat will now spend probably six or eight more months developing plans on
how to implement a policy that has already been a failure for a year-and-a-half. A truly
astounding approach to effective policy making and policy implementation.

Point No. 8 in the document is much more interesting. It calls for a “strategic reverse
implementation approach,” in order to “try to find converging points between the two separate
parallel tracks of the 5-Point Consensus and 5-Point Roadmap.”

What does that mean?

The Five-Point Consensus is a failed ASEAN policy to deal with the ongoing and escalating war
and deepening political and humanitarian crises in Myanmar.

The Five-Point Roadmap is the Myanmar terrorist military junta’s plan to stage completely
manipulated and completely unfree elections on the part of Myanmar’s territory that it
currently controls (less than 50 percent of the country) in order to try to legitimize its failed
power grab.

So what ASEAN is cooking up in its internal—and leaked—plan is a “convergence” of its
completely failed Five-Point policy with the junta’s plan for legitimizing its failed power grab.

One failed plan will converge with another failed plan to achieve what?
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There is only one response to this question: It will produce an even bigger failure, ensuring that
Myanmar continues to face mass atrocities, destruction, escalation of the conflict, economic
meltdown, and a humanitarian emergency on a mass scale.

Igor Blazevic is senior adviser with the Prague Civil Society Centre. Between 2011 and 2016 he
worked in Myanmar as the head lecturer at the Educational Initiatives Program.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/asean-united-in-inaction-ineffectiveness-
and-appeasement-on-myanmar.html

Leaked ASEAN document proposes appeasing Myanmar junta

By Mizzima | 11 November 2022

The Special Asean Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in Jakarta
on October 27, 2022. Photo: AFP

Civil society organisation (CSO), Fortify Rights, has
criticised the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) following the leak of an official ASEAN document
that proposes appeasing the Myanmar junta and
maintaining the status quo in Myanmar.

Fortify Rights says the leaders of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) should
reject a proposal, revealed on 10 November in a leaked document, to maintain the Myanmar
junta’s full participation in all ASEAN meetings apart from summits and foreign minister’s
meetings.

ASEAN foreign ministers will consider the document today and decide on the recommendations
to present to ASEAN leaders at their annual summit that begins on Friday in Phnom Penh,
Cambodia.

“ASEAN leaders need to get real—the junta is the cause of the crisis in Myanmar, not the
solution,” said Patrick Phongsathorn, Human Rights Advocacy Specialist at Fortify Rights.
“Efforts like this to appease the junta will only prolong its commission of international crimes,
the suffering of the Myanmar people, and the negative impacts of this crisis on the wider
region. The junta poses a threat to international peace and security and should be treated as
such.”

Fortify Rights received the leaked internal ASEAN document from a well-placed source close to
negotiations between ASEAN member states on the Myanmar crisis.
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The office of the ASEAN chair—Cambodia—reportedly prepared the undated document
following an emergency meeting of ASEAN foreign ministers in Jakarta, Indonesia on 27
October 2022.

The document includes 11 numbered points, including equivocal assessments of the situation in
Myanmar (e.g., “growing violence from all armed groups is a major concern”) as well as general
directives and recommendations for ways forward. It makes no mention of the junta’s ongoing
coup d’état, its more than 12,000 political prisoners, or the junta’s well-documented
nationwide attack on the civilian population.

Myanmar coup-leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing will not attend the ASEAN Summit.
ASEAN has agreed to exclude representatives of the Myanmar junta from ASEAN Summits and
foreign minister’s meetings, accepting only “non-political” representatives from Myanmar. The
leaked document obtained by Fortify Rights acknowledges, at point four, that this policy will
remain; however, the document clarifies that “other ministerial meetings shall maintain the
status quo,” meaning that junta representatives will be welcomed at those meetings.

Point two in the document clarifies that ASEAN’s “Five-Point Consensus shall be retained” and
that the ASEAN Secretariat will be tasked “to draft the implementation plan.”

Point eight in the document, which may have been proposed by a single foreign minister, refers
to a “strategic reverse implementation approach,” which is defined in the document as ASEAN
“try[ing] to find converging points between the two separate parallel tracks of the 5-Point
Consensus and 5-Point Roadmap.”

The Myanmar junta proposed the Five Point Road Map in August 2021 as a rival plan to
ASEAN’s Five Point Consensus, which the junta itself had agreed to three months earlier, on 24
April 2021, in Jakarta, Indonesia.

The ASEAN Five-Point Consensus calls for an end to violence, constructive dialogue among all
parties, the appointment of an ASEAN Special Envoy to facilitate dialogue, humanitarian aid,
and a visit to Myanmar by the Special Envoy. Following its adoption, Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing almost immediately flouted the agreement, which is widely viewed as an abject failure.

The junta’s Five Point Road Map has as one of its objectives “free and fair multiparty
democratic elections” following the lifting of the junta-imposed state of emergency.

The junta plan to hold elections, but observers say they will be far from free or fair.

“The junta’s plans to conduct elections next year are a complete farce and should be treated as
such by the entire international community,” Patrick Phongsathorn said. “ASEAN leaders must
reject any plans to continue to appease the junta, which is committing a widespread and
systematic attack on the civilian population of Myanmar”, he continued.
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In another sign of discord within ASEAN, the original two-page Chair’s Statement that resulted
from the emergency foreign ministers meeting on 27 October 2022 has subsequently been
removed from the ASEAN website and replaced with a much shorter, three-paragraph text.

The revised statement no longer makes reference to “concrete, practical and time-bound
actions” to strengthen implementation of the Five Point Consensus, as was noted in the original
Chair’s Statement, and fails to provide details on other key issues such as the delivery of
humanitarian aid.

In line with its apparent policy of appeasement, on 4 November ASEAN appointed the Myanmar
junta as chair of the ASEAN Air Chiefs Conference, as revealed in the junta-run Global New Light
of Myanmar and reported by the organisation Justice for Myanmar, despite the fact that the
junta’s air force is responsible

for ongoing airstrikes against civilian populations. The Air Chiefs Conference involves
coordination between air forces within the region.

Fortify Rights says that ASEAN should suspend the Myanmar junta’s participation in meetings
throughout the entire ASEAN system, scrap the failed five-point consensus, and enact
emergency measures to protect the country’s civilian population.

The organisation says that such emergency measures should include an agreement on
protecting Myanmar refugees, authorizing cross-border humanitarian aid, and coordinating
with other U.N. member states to deprive the Myanmar military junta of weapons, dual-use
technology, aviation fuel, revenue, and political recognition. ASEAN must now publicly engage
with the National Unity Government (NUG) —Myanmar’s legitimate representative on the
international stage.

“The Myanmar junta has undermined ASEAN’s efforts at every stage of this crisis,” said Patrick
Phongsathorn. “The Myanmar people can’t wait any longer. ASEAN needs to take concrete
emergency action now.”

https://mizzima.com/article/leaked-asean-document-proposes-appeasing-myanmar-junta

ASEAN leaders call for measurable progress on Myanmar peace plan
The Southeast Asian bloc's meeting in Cambodia was under pressure to show results.
By RFA Staff | 022.11.11

ASEAN leaders called Friday for measurable progress in their peace plan for Myanmar, amid
growing criticism over the Southeast Asian bloc’s failure to stem the deepening conflict in
one of its 10 member states.
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Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen attends the ASEAN
summit held in Phnom Penh, Cambodia November 11,
2022. Reuters/Cindy Liu

Meeting at an Association of Southeast Asian Nations
summit in Cambodia, the group reaffirmed their
commitment to the Five Point Consensus that was
—eamm 2greed toin April 2021 and aims to bring peace and
restore democracy to Myanmar following the military coup against the elected government
that has spawned a deepening civil conflict.

A statement emerging from the summit in Phnom Penh called on ASEAN Foreign Ministers to
establish a specific timeline for implementation of a plan that includes “concrete, practical
and measurable indicators” of progress. ASEAN reserved the right to review Myanmar’s
representation at its meetings.

The call for tangible progress comes as human rights groups assail ASEAN’s failure to
pressure the Myanmar junta, which has largely ignored the Five Point Consensus and
resisted dialogue with representatives of the civilian administration it ousted. Instead, the
military has dubbed many of its key political opponents as terrorists or outlaws and waged a
scorched earth campaign in the Burmese heartland.

Indonesia's President Joko Widodo speaks to the
media during ASEAN summit in Phnom Penh,
Cambodia, Friday, Nov. 11, 2022. CREDIT: AP/Apunam
Nath

Earlier Friday, Indonesia’s president Joko Widodo
expressed “deep disappointment” about the
worsening situation in Myanmar. Indonesia is set to
take over the rotating chairmanship of ASEAN from
Cambodia, which is nearing the end of its 12-month stint.

Myanmar’s coup leader Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing was excluded from the summit, and
Widodo told reporters he wanted to extend a ban on Myanmar junta representatives, who
are barred from meetings of ASEAN leaders and foreign ministers, The Associated Press
reported.

Friday’s statement, however, stopped short of barring the junta from attending other ASEAN
meetings.

“Indonesia is deeply disappointed the situation in Myanmar is worsening,” Widodo said. “We
must not allow the situation in Myanmar to define ASEAN.”
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Philippines President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. also called on Myanmar to abide by and
implement the Five Point Consensus.

Analysts say there are clear fault lines among ASEAN’s 10 members on how to deal with the
Myanmar crisis — with Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore reportedly taking a tougher line
than nations such as Thailand, Cambodia and Laos.

Nevertheless, as Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen kicked off Friday’s proceedings, he
asserted: “Our Motto ‘ASEAN: One Vision, One Identity, One Community’ still holds true to
its values today.”

He was speaking at the opening ceremony of what were actually two summits in one day.
ASEAN is required to hold two leaders’ meetings a year but countries that don’t have the
cash to pay for separate meetings are allowed to hold them back-to-back.

Also on the agenda were security issues, regional growth and geopolitics.

Marcos seemed to urge caution over global powers gaining further influence in the region.
Leaders of strategic rivals the U.S. and China — President Joe Biden and Prime Minister Li
Kegiang — are joining summit meetings in Phnom Penh this week.

"It is imperative that we reassert ASEAN Centrality. This in the face of geopolitical dynamics
and tensions in the region and the proliferation of Indo-Pacific engagements, including the
requests of our dialogue partners for closer partnerships,” he said.

Marcos’ comments came a day after top U.S. diplomat for East Asia, Daniel Kritenbrink, said
Saturday’s ASEAN-U.S. Summit would try to promote the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework,
whose signatories include the Philippines. That framework is widely seen as Washington’s
effort to counter China’s investment in infrastructure and industry in Southeast Asia and
beyond.

“ASEAN is clearly at the center of the region’s architecture, and the U.S.’s strategic
partnership with ASEAN is at the heart of our Indo-Pacific strategy,” Kritenbrink said.

The 10 ASEAN members will still need international trade and investment partners as the
world recovers from the impact of COVID-19. Hun Sen was cautious about expectations of a
strong post-pandemic recovery.

“While we are now enjoying the fruits of our efforts and moving towards sustainable growth
we should always be vigilant as the current socio-economic situation in ASEAN as well as in
the whole world remains fragile and divided,” he said.

But he cited forecasts that economic growth in ASEAN would reach 5.3% this year and 4.2%
in 2023, which he called “impressive compared to the rest of the world.”
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ASEAN leaders also held talks Friday with China, South Korea and the United Nations. On
Saturday they meet with India, Australia, Japan, Canada and the U.S. Next week, there will
be further summits of leaders of the G-20 in Indonesia, and APEC in Thailand.

Indonesia is next to take the ASEAN chair and it may be hosting an 11th member. Leaders
issued a statement Friday saying they agreed in principle to East Timor joining the bloc.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/asean-summit-myanmar-11112022055149.html

China Puts Belt and Road Back on ASEAN Agenda

Luke Hunt

China's Premier Li Kegiang speaks during the ASEAN -
China Summits (Association of Southeast Asian
Nations) in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Nov. 11, 2022.

PHNOM PENH, CAMBODIA — China on Thursday
announced approval for a slew of infrastructure
projects in mainland Southeast Asia at this year’s
round of Association of Southeast Asian Nations
summits, being held here this week, signaling its Belt and Road Initiative is moving back on
track after a hiatus of almost three years because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Among them is a $1.6 billion expressway to be built from Phnom Penh to Bavet, at the
Cambodian-Vietnamese border, and backing for a rail link between Phnom Penh, Bangkok and
Vientiane, Laos, from which a high-speed rail link has already been constructed into China.

Cambodian Public Works and Transport Minister Sun Chanthol said during the signing
ceremony that the expressway would hook up with Vietham’s expressway between Ho Chi
Minh City and the Moc Bai border gate with Bavet.

Both are expected to be completed by the end of 2026 or early 2027, he said, and to form a
vital link with Asian Highway 1, connecting China through Myanmar to Thailand, Cambodia and
Vietnam.

“The expressway will be 138 kilometers long, with one long bridge,” Sun Chanthol said. “The
estimated cost is just a little less than that of the Phnom Penh-Sihanoukville Expressway,
though its length is shorter.”

A S2 billion, Chinese built, 187-kilometer expressway from the capital to the southern port city
of Sihanoukville, cutting the five-hour road trip in half, was officially opened by Cambodian
Prime Minister Hun Sen and Chinese Premier Li Kegiangon on Wednesday.
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The expressways are also expected to link with a new Phnom Penh international airport, which
is being constructed under the Belt and Road Initiative by the China Construction Third
Engineering Bureau Group Co,, and is expected to be operational by 2025.

Li told reporters that this week’s meetings would focus on development, multilateralism and
free trade, and a need for regional countries to preserve secure and smooth global industrial
and supply chains.

This included Chinese assistance “in the construction of bridges across the Mekong River and
construction of the railway connecting Cambodia-Thailand-Laos and China,” a dispatch from the
semiofficial Cambodian Fresh News said.

The Chinese premier also signed off on 18 protocols with Cambodia, which included health
care, support for Phnom Penh hosting next year’s Southeast Asian Games and assistance to
improve the livelihoods of “Cambodian citizens.”

FILE - A security officer walks past the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) sign as he guards
outside its secretariat building in Jakarta, Indonesia,

ASEAN | 1 Oct. 27, 2022.

A COMMUNITY OF OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL

Five of those protocols also backed further road and
bridge construction which will form a web of
transportation — rail, road and waterway — inside
Cambodia, which is strategically located between Thailand, Vietnam, Laos and the Gulf of
Thailand.

Analysts said many of the projects had been put on hold due to China’s strict COVID-19 policies
and rising anti-China sentiment which preceded the pandemic and was particularly strong in
this country’s south, where Sihanoukville became a haven for Chinese casinos and organized
crime.

“The infrastructure projects that appear to be signed off on are, we have to admit, are entirely
necessary for the future integration of the region,” said Bradley Murg, of the Cambodian
Institute for Cooperation and Peace.

He said China was again moving to fill those infrastructure gaps but also noted that Beijing had
made commitments about 18 months ago to improve the standards and processes in providing
high-quality Belt and Road Initiative projects.

“So if Beijing is going to move ahead with these, then it’s also set itself a test of demonstrating
to the world that it will adhere to the promises and commitments that it made regarding these
sorts of projects and now we’ll have a chance to actually see if China is on the level,” he said.
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The announcements also followed an agreement struck in March between Hun Sen and
Chinese President Xi Jinping to promote the Belt and Road Initiative by building more physical
infrastructure in Cambodia.

Ross Milosevic, a risk consultant with R&R International Group said the Bavet expressway
would complete China’s Belt and Road Initiative ambitions in Cambodia’s east, while the rail
line would extend its reach to the west and into Thailand, from which it would like to head
southward into Malaysia.

“From a perspective of security | think there has to be some form of concern from certain
governments in the region, but also the QUAD,” he said, referring to the security partnership
among Australia, India, Japan, and the United States.

“They’ll see this infrastructure project as just another delivery of China’s continual march
south,” Milosevic added.

https://www.voanews.com/a/china-puts-bri-back-on-asean-agenda/6830045.html

Myanmar Junta in Spotlight After Zelensky Barred from ASEAN Summit
By THE IRRAWADDY | 11 November 2022

Myanmar’s military regime is thought highly likely to have vetoed Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky’s video statement at the ongoing Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) summit.

The bloc banned Zelensky’s statement from airing at the summit after its 10 member states
failed to reach consensus on the matter, said the Khmer Times, citing the Ukraine embassy in
Vietnam.

The four-day ASEAN summit started on Thursday in Phnom Penh under the rotating
chairmanship of Cambodia.

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen had reportedly agreed to Zelensky’s request to deliver his
statement at the summit amid Russia’s ongoing invasion of Ukraine.

Consensus is a bedrock principle for ASEAN, meaning just one member can veto the bloc’s
decision. Myanmar’s military regime is one of 10 members of the bloc.

It was not known which member state prevented the Ukrainian president from speaking via
video at the summit. But indirect evidence points to Myanmar’s junta, given its support for
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, as well as its growing ties with Moscow.
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Myanmar has been engulfed by violence since the coup in February last year, while the junta
has been shunned by the world’s democracies for atrocities against civilians resisting military
rule. The junta so far has killed more than 1,400 people.

In the wake of international rejection, the regime has cozied up to Russia — one of its main arms
suppliers along with China. Both countries have stood by the regime in the UN Security Council,
nullifying other states’ efforts to take action against the junta. The past few months have seen
closer ties between Naypyitaw and Moscow in sectors ranging from nuclear technology to
tourism.

After Russia invaded Ukraine in February, a regime spokesperson commented that Moscow had
acted to consolidate its sovereignty, saying “I think this is the right thing to do.”

Russia is the only country in the world visited by junta boss Min Aung Hlaing since his coup last
year. He has so far made three visits to the country since the putsch.

At their first meeting, in September, the coup leader hailed Russia’s President Vladimir Putin as
a “a leader of the world”, praising him for leading the Ukraine invasion and bringing “stability”
to the international arena.

It is very clear that Myanmar’s military regime does not want its powerful ally embarrassed by
seeing its enemy speaking at the ASEAN summit, even via video. In other words, Min Aung
Hlaing had to show gratitude towards Russia by vetoing Zelensky’s statement.

It should be noted that despite being banned from bloc summits, including this one, Myanmar’s
regime is still an ASEAN member and thus retains its de facto veto. The junta has been barred
from meetings since last year for failure to respect ASEAN’s five-point peace plan for Myanmar.

Similar fate

The people of Myanmar and Ukraine are both fighting for their freedom against powerful
enemies — the military regime and Russia respectively. (In a notable contrast, though, Ukraine’s
resistance has won international military support while Myanmar’s has received none.)

The axing of Zelenskyy’s video address is the latest example of the shared fate of Myanmar and
Ukrainian people, after a pre-recorded speech by Myanmar’s civilian National Unity
Government (NUG) was blocked from airing at a Global Town Hall 2022 meeting last week.

The speech by NUG Foreign Minister Daw Zin Mar Aung was dropped at the last minute by
organizers after the UN complained that agreeing to its inclusion would amount to taking sides
in Myanmar’s conflict.

The last-minute prompted widespread criticism, including from Timor Leste President
and Nobel peace laureate Jose Ramos-Horta, one of the participants in the town hall.
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He confirmed the UN had demanded the exclusion of the Myanmar pro-democracy
spokespersons.

Writing on Facebook, President Ramos Horta said the UN had betrayed Myanmar, adding that
the meeting’s organisers could have simply disinvited the UN speakers instead of
unceremoniously dumping spokespeople for Myanmar’s legitimate government.

“This way the UN would have maintained its dubious pious ‘neutrality’ in a war where tens of
thousands of civilians have been killed, tortured, or imprisoned,” he said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/the-world-myanmar/myanmar-junta-in-spotlight-after-
zelensky-barred-from-asean-summit.html

Over 1.4 min stimulant tablets seized in eastern Myanmar
Source: Xinhua | 2022-11-11

YANGON, Nov. 11 (Xinhua) -- Myanmar's authorities seized over 1.43 million stimulant tablets
worth over 700 million kyats (0.33 million U.S. dollars) in Shan state, the state-run media said
on Friday, citing police sources.

Acting on a tip-off, anti-narcotic police intercepted a 12-wheeled vehicle on Pinlaung-Tatkon
road in Pinlaung township of the southern Shan state at around 3 p.m. local time on Nov. 8, and
confiscated the drugs.

According to an investigation, the stimulant tablets were to be transported to Kayin state from
Shan state, it said.

The driver was charged under the country's Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Law, it
said.

Further investigations were underway, it added.

https://english.news.cn/20221111/60b627d2c6ca4071b73556acb5df7d53/c.html
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