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PDF fighters killed while preparing for attack to stop junta advance in Magway

The Myaing PDF, along with local village defence teams, were planning to strike a 100-soldier
column raiding area villages

Members of the Myaing PDF killed in the November 1
junta attack (Supplied)

Five members of the anti-junta People’s Defence
Force (PDF) and one civilian were killed by the
military during raids on the border between Magway
Region’s Pauk and Myaing townships this week, locals
and sources within the resistance said.

In response to a series of assaults on villages in
southern Myaing last week by a 100-soldier junta column, the local PDF chapter and village
defence teams from both Myaing and Pauk had prepared to launch a collaborative attack.

The groups were planning to strike the military unit in Pauk Township’s Say Pin Gyi village on
Tuesday when the resistance fighters were ambushed and killed.

Let Yar, a Myaing PDF battalion commander, told Myanmar Now that a vehicle carrying seven
of his members, as well as a number of improvised explosive devices, came under attack by
Myanmar army troops in the jungle.

“The PDF members were coming to help with the explosives, but they were intercepted by the
military,” he said.

Only two of the guerrilla force members in the vehicle that day survived and escaped.

“There wasn’t exactly a proper shootout as it was just the military firing heavy artillery shells.
Our troops only had light weapons,” Let Yar said. “Some of the victims initially survived but the
military beat them to death.”

He did not disclose the identities of those killed, citing concerns for their families’ security.

The next morning, the junta’s forces also reportedly killed a villager and torched his home near
Let Khote Pin in Myaing, six miles from Say Pin Gyi, after they ran into him during their advance.
He was identified by locals as 27-year-old Zaw Min Qo, a farmer who lived in a hut one mile
west of the village.

Area defence forces have also claimed that at least 35 civilians were taken hostage by the
military during the recent series of raids. Their location and condition was not known at the
time of reporting.
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Junta forces seize orphanage in Mandalay region, driving out children and staff

Myanmar’s military claims the building was being used to house local militia.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.11.03

The orphanage and kindergarten, raided and sealed
off by junta forces on Nov. 2, 2022. Citizen journalist

Junta troops and police have taken control of a
Christian orphanage in Mandalay’s Pyigyitagon
township. They raided the building on Wednesday
night, claiming it was being used by People’s
Defense Forces (PDFs) following a series of nearby
explosions and an attack on a local administrative office.

About 50 children from war-torn Kachin State in northern Myanmar were sheltering in the
building when it was raided, according to locals.

The single story building was sealed with a roll of yellow tape and made off-limits, a resident
told RFA on condition of anonymity for safety reasons.

“They pulled the children out overnight and sealed off the building at the same time,” the
local said.

“We still don’t know where the children were taken ... They put a vinyl notice on the building
saying it had been seized.”

The notice said the building was connected to PDFs, so no one could enter or try to sell the
building or the land, which had been confiscated by the state, the local said.

At around 7 p.m. the same night the power supply to the entire neighborhood was cut and
remained off for the entire night, according to residents.

The orphanage was also being used as a private kindergarten, which opened five years ago,
according to a woman who used to send her child there. She said the orphans had been
brought there over the past two years. Although locals said it was a Christian orphanage they
were unclear about which church was running it.

RFA’s calls to junta regional spokesman, Economic Minister Thein Htay, went unanswered on
Thursday. But junta spokesman Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun, speaking at a press conference aired
by the junta-controlled MRTV denied the raided house was a Christian orphanage.
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Instead, he alleged that it was a PDF safe house rented by the anti-junta militias along with
the ethnic Kachin Independence Army rebels to allegedly train on using explosives. "When
we sealed the house and investigated it, we found 10 children. The renters said they were
orphans but we are still investigating it,” Zaw Min Tun said. “They said they were running an
orphanage there but there was no registration or license but just running by their own
ways.”

“We even saw online news that they were treating medical patients there. If they were
giving medical treatments, it would not be commoners, but could be those in connections
with the terrorist groups,” the spokesperson said, appearing to accuse the orphanage of
faking their operations.

He said the media coverage was sensationalized fake news meant raising public attention.
He added that if the detained children were orphans, authorities will send them to other
orphanages after the investigation.

Pyigyitagon’s Ward F administrative office, close to where the orphanage is located,

was attacked with a grenade on Tuesday, injuring five people, including the administrator.
That night there were explosions in various places around the neighborhood. The junta
reacted by removing three shops, and 10 temporary stalls near the administrative office that
are normally open in the evening.

At least 786 residential buildings have been sealed off and seized since the Feb. 1, 2021
military coup through to the end of October this year according to the Assistance Association
for Political Prisoners (Burma).

Updates story with comment from junta spokesman.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/mandalay-orphanage-seized-
11032022062829.html

BGF warned Kawkareik residents must reject any contact with CDM staff and revolutionaries

Regional BGFs threatened that if the resistance forces fighting against the Military Council
were accepted, clashes would occur in their communities, villages and towns they would all
suffer, a local said.

Karen News | 3 November 2022

In Kyondoe of Kawkareik District in Karen State, the Karen Border Guard Forces (BGF) warned
locals people not to accept People’s Defense Forces (PDF) and CDM staff.

They warned that our villages and wards would be destroyed,if we accepted any PDFs. They
also accused PDFs as instigators of riots and that the BGFs are taking care of the community to
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keep it peaceful, one local said. And BGF troops also warned the locals not to go out after 8:00
PM, and not to post about nearby shootings, artillery shelling and battles on social media
platforms.

Photo: CJ

Meanwhile members of the Tokawko-based Karen
Peace Council (KNU/KNLA-PC) have also set up
checkpoints in Nabu, Htiposan and Naungtapwe
Villages in Kawkareik and spread about 20 outposts to
Tadat-oo neighborhood in Kawkareik.

“Recently, an unknown armed group came to PC Win
Kyaw’s house near Htiposan-Miphale- Naungkai intersection and opened fire.Then they burned
the house down. PDFs were accused as the perpetrator of the incident. Currently residents are
pressured not to accept PDFs and to report if resistance groups led by Bo Kyaw Thet and Bo Lat
Pyat enter their areas.

There are also rumors that locals may be arrested and tortured if the Army enters the villages.
That’s why most of the villagers no longer stay in the villages and moved to the monastery”, a
local villager said.

In recent days, the Military Council has been conducting operations by deploying four columns
in Taungkyainn, Ywa Thit, Asia Road and Outbotei areas in Kawkareik. BGF, KNU/KNLA-PC and
DKBA are patrolling from Kawkareik and Kyondoe to towns of Myawaddy and Hpa-An for the
sake of regional stability, according to armed groups close to the Military Council.

https://karennews.org/2022/11/bgf-warned-kawkareik-residents-must-reject-any-contact-
with-cdm-staff-and-revolutionaries/

At Least 3 Myanmar Regime Soldiers Killed in Rakhine Ambush: AA
By THE IRRAWADDY | 3 November 2022

Junta troops and the Arakan Army (AA) clashed in Maungdaw Township in Rakhine State and
Paletwa Township in neighboring Chin State on Wednesday, the latest in a series of deadly
clashes since August in the region.

The AA killed several personnel in a mine attack on a junta convoy near Kywe Tet Pyin Village in
northern Maungdaw on Wednesday morning, according to locals.

AA spokesman Khaing Thukha could not verify the junta casualties.
“A military vehicle was hit, and some junta personnel might have been killed. | don’t know

details. And a clash has been going on near Myeik Wa Village in Paletwa Township since
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7.30am. There were junta casualties. But | still don’t know details,” he told The Irrawaddy on
Wednesday.

The clashes came one day after at least three junta personnel were killed and several others
injured when the AA ambushed a regime patrol near Ywa Pakar Village in Taungup Township,
southern Rakhine on Tuesday, said Khaing Thuka. The Irrawaddy could not independently verify
junta casualties in these clashes.

“We attacked them because junta troops are tormenting people daily there. At least three
regime personnel were killed in the ambush,” he told The Irrawaddy.

The AA’s ambush of the patrol also killed three border guard police and injured six others, The
Irrawaddy learned.

“I heard two loud explosions. People said it happened on the road from Maungdaw to Hla Poe
Kaung. They said a border guard police base in Maungdaw was sending food supplies in a
convoy of seven vehicles to a border guard police outpost in Hla Poe Kaung when it was
attacked,” said a Maungdaw resident.

After 16 months of relative calm following an informal ceasefire reached ahead of the
November 2020 general election, Rakhine State has returned to conflict as the junta’s military
attempts to stop the AA from consolidating its control in the region while the regime is kept
busy fighting the resistance.

Townships in northern Rakhine have seen daily clashes since August. The AA saidin a
statement on Tuesday that 24 junta soldiers were killed in clashes from October 26 to 31.

Six civilians were killed and about 20 injured in August by indiscriminate regime artillery attacks
in Rakhine.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/at-least-3-myanmar-regime-soldiers-
killed-in-rakhine-ambush-aa.html

Death from Above: How to Combat Myanmar Junta’s Escalating Air Campaign?
By KHIN NADI | 3 November 2022

The Myanmar junta’s campaign of deadly airstrikes in resistance strongholds has sharply
escalated in recent weeks, with daily attacks inflicting heavy casualties on resistance forces,
ethnic allies and civilians. In exclusive interviews with The Irrawaddy, Dr. Miemie Winn Byrd, a
Burmese-American professor at Hawaii’s Asia Pacific Center for Security Studies and former US
Army lieutenant colonel, and Zay Thu Aung, a Myanmar Air Force defector, talk about their
expectations of the junta’s air campaign in the coming months and how resistance force can
combat the increasingly deadly aerial threat.
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The Irrawaddy:Myanmar resistance forces and allied ethnic armed groups are facing deadly
junta airstrikes that have intensified over the last month in Kachin, Sagaing, Kayah and Karen.
The air attacks are expected to escalate in the dry season. What do you foresee in the coming
months?

Dr. Miemie Winn Byrd: This is the expectation — that the regime will increase airstrikes because
that’s all it has now. They can no longer win on the ground, so air power is the only thing they
have left. However, airstrikes are expensive. Each sortie can cost US$200,000 to $350,000
depending on the type of munition used. Given the regime’s dire financial and economic
condition, a question arises as to how long it can maintain such costly attacks.

How will the junta’s escalating aerial campaign affect the people’s revolution, which is short
of finances and anti-aircraft weapons to defend people? Are there any other options for
defense?

The revolution is continuing despite the military’s brutal attacks and arrest of People’s Defense
Forces [PDFs] and civilians. A large proportion of Myanmar’s populace continues to resist and
reject the military. Increased attacks by the military have only increased the people’s
commitment and resolve to resist and reject military rule. The attacks appear to be fuelling the
people’s anger and motivation to reject the military. The Myanmar people will innovate ways to
overcome this new development [airstrikes], just as they did with earlier attacks.

There are many ways to disrupt an airstrike, in addition to shooting aircraft out of the sky.
Aircraft need pilots, fuel, parts, wheels, runways, etc, to fly. If any of these elements are
disrupted, they cannot fly. Fuel and parts have to be supplied and transported from somewhere
— knowing when and where offers clues to areas of vulnerability in the supply chain. The
resistance coalition does not need to wait for anti-aircraft missiles. With careful planning, the
resistance can disrupt and prevent these aircraft from flying. | believe in the Myanmar people’s
ingenuity and capability.

Dr. Miemie Winn Byrd, a Burmese-American security expert /
APCSS

What can the civilian National Unity Government, PDFs and allied
ethnic forces do to overcome the junta’s escalating airstrikes?

Closer cooperation, joint operations, joint command, and good
intelligence.

A growing number of unarmed civilians and children have been
killed in the junta’s indiscriminate aerial attacks. What can the international community do to
prevent further such atrocities?

What is happening to unarmed civilians and children is heartbreaking. These war crimes are
further proof that the regime military is no longer a professional military organization but has
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become a militant organized crime syndicate. People both here and abroad cannot tolerate this
militant organized crime syndicate in Myanmar. The NUG and Myanmar’s overseas diaspora
community have to speak loud and clear to the international audience. Messages of unity and
close cooperation among the resistance coalition are critical in attracting increased assistance
from the international community.

The Irrawaddy also asked Zay Thu Aung, a former captain in the Myanmar Air Force who
defected following the coup.

What people can expect from the junta’s air campaign in the coming dry season?

Zay Thu Aung: Currently, the junta is launching air attacks continuously on resistance forces.
And this will only get worse. It will carry out more aerial attacks in the dry season as the skies
clear for air reconnaissance missions. It will target base camps of local resistance forces and
ethnic allies with aerial bombardment after reconnaissance. Ethnic allies and PDFs not in the
front line could be caught off-guard. | believe the regime will bomb at unexpected times, at
night or early morning.

Why do you think there has been a spike in deadly airborne attacks recently?
Myanmar Air Force defector Zay Thu Aung.

The junta’s air force provides either close support or conducts joint
operations with infantry troops. Attacks using the air force alone
are called exclusive air missions. These missions usually aim to cut
support channels to the enemy’s administrative mechanism. We
could see this type of attack launched on base camps of PDFs and
ethnic allies. If we look at the [Oct 23] attack on the KIO
anniversary concert, many thought this kind of event wouldn’t be
targeted because they traditionally attract large crowds from even
distant villages. Typically they feature artists, revelers and bystanders. But the regime doesn’t
care about all those people. If they think the enemy is gathering, they will bomb the event. In
their heads, they don’t consider whether it is a war crime or not, they only think about making
the enemy suffer and gaining an advantage.

How much do you think the junta’s new focus on air power will affect the revolution?

The main factor will be the military strategy of PDF commanders and how well they prepare. No
matter how threatening, any weapon is limited in its range and [target] area. We can think of
whether to keep people together or separated in camps, and how we can avoid [junta]
reconnaissance. We can consider what to do on the ground including precautions and safety
measures. | believe that if [resistance] ground commanders think about these things and make
plans, it will be difficult for the regime’s attacks to be effective. However, the main strength of
the military still lies in its army. Once the army collapses, the air force and navy can do nothing.
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Are there any options for defense against junta airstrikes?
Regime military fighter-jets

We need to have awareness of the air attacks, both
on the front lines and behind. Villages must also be
aware of the dangers. And the precautions must
cover everything from counterattacks, safety
measures, and movement of weapons and ammunition to individual duties during the air
attacks. And do not assume that they will not attack you. The regime will not launch ground
offensives to seize bases because it is short of troops and facing land-mine attacks and
ambushes. That’s why it is now focusing more on the air force. In Sagaing region, we rarely see
regime troop columns marching around as before. Nowadays, they are stationed in bases and
airlifted to surveilled targets, where they launch attacks before being picked up again by
helicopters. This is how they raided the Pale People’s administration hub [on Oct. 25]. They
don’t leave their people in the area after the attack.

What do you know about the regime’s air reconnaissance?

It deploys UAV [unmanned aerial vehicle] drones and MPU aircraft to monitor targets using
EOIR [Electro-Optical and Infrared] systems for night vision and surveillance. With these, it
carefully surveys the areas to estimate the number of people, ambush patrols and location.
Based on this data, senior officers draft plans and report to their chief of staff, who draw up a
detailed scheme of attack. That’s how they launch the [air] attacks. So, we must not think they
do not know this place and will not come and attack here. We should put aside that thinking. |
urge all of our NUG, ethnic allies and PDFs to be on your guard.

Many people expect the resistance to use anti-aircraft weapons against regime airstrikes.
What are your thoughts?

No matter what anti-aircraft weapons we use, it won’t stop them. The regime [leadership]
doesn’t care about the lives of individual pilots or troops at all, only their own lives. Regime
forces will also blindly follow whatever orders they get. So, | don’t think anti-aircraft weapons
shooting down regime aircraft will do anything to reduce or stop the air attacks. And since it is
not easy for us to get anti-aircraft weapons, we need to think strategically about [different]
ways to maximize the junta’s suffering.

Will the junta expand its capacity for aerial attacks?

Yes. Russia recently gifted four more Ka-28 submarine-hunter helicopters it had pledged to
deliver some time ago. The regime also has two newly arrived Su-30SME jets. And the junta
has ordered FTC-2000G midrange fighter jets from China after sending a group of air force
pilots to China for training. | urge the international community to help halt delivery of new
aircraft, including the FTC-2000Gd and Su-30 jet-fighters, to Myanmar.

Page 9 of 55


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-takes-delivery-of-two-su-30-fighter-jets-from-russia.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-buys-ftc-2000g-fighter-jets-from-china.html

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/death-from-above-how-to-combat-
myanmar-juntas-escalating-air-campaign.htmil

New report takes aim at enablers of Myanmar junta’s deadly airstrikes

The report, by Amnesty International, urges aviation fuel suppliers to suspend shipments to
the country, as casualties from the military’s aerial attacks continue to mount

Myanmar Now | Published on Nov 3, 2022

A house destroyed by a Myanmar military airstrike in
Moebye, southern Shan State, in September (Kaung Zaw
Hein/SOPA Images/LightRocket via Getty Images)

States and companies involved in the supply of aviation
fuel to Myanmar must cut their links to the country or risk
being implicated in war crimes committed by its military,
according to a new report by Amnesty International.

The report, titled “Deadly Cargo: Exposing the Supply Chain that Fuels War Crimes in
Myanmar,” reveals the role of international corporations, including state-owned companies, in
enabling the indiscriminate killing of civilians by Myanmar’s air force.

Coming less than a month after the announced exit of Puma Energy, a Swiss-based
multinational that has been the country’s chief supplier of aviation fuel since 2015, the report
aims to put pressure on other companies to follow suit.

“Today we are calling on suppliers, shipping agents, vessel owners and maritime insurers to
withdraw from a supply chain that is benefiting the Myanmar Air Force,” Amnesty’s secretary
general, Agnes Callamard. said in a statement accompanying the report’s release on Thursday.

Among the companies named in the report are oil and gas companies Chevron, ExxonMobil,
Rosneft, PetroChina, and Thai Qil, as well as Korean shipping company Pan Ocean and
Norwegian maritime group Wilhelmsen.

In many cases, suppliers claim to have received assurances that their shipments of Jet A-1
aviation fuel to the country were being used only for civilian purposes. However, leaked
documents and other sources cited in the report show that the fuel has often been knowingly
provided to the military.

Letters addressed to the Myanma Port Authority and the Customs Department, for instance,
clearly indicate that shipments from Thai Oil and the Singapore Petroleum Company, a wholly-
owned subsidiary of PetroChina, were “for use in Tatmadaw (Air Force)’s Aircrafts and
Helicopter” (sic).
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Faced with such evidence, some companies have agreed to end their role in facilitating the
Myanmar military’s ongoing war with much of the country’s citizenry.

Thai Oil has stated that it will pause its aviation fuel sales to Myanmar “until no such concerned
issue” exists, while Wilhelmsen has said that it will “immediately cease to provide agency
services of any kind for vessel or cargo owners discharging Jet A-1 aviation fuel at ports in
Myanmar”.

Other companies, however, remain silent on whether they will also stop fuelling the country’s
devastating conflict. Meanwhile, the civilian death toll continues to climb.

In its report, Amnesty also details the impact of air strikes carried out by Myanmar’s military
since it seized power in a coup nearly two years ago. By documenting 16 of the dozens of
unlawful aerial assaults conducted by the regime, the UK-based group shows that many directly
targeted civilians.

On February 5, a military aircraft fired a rocket at the village of Ta Dwee Koh in Karen (Kayin)
State’s Hpapun Township, destroying four houses and killing or wounding most of their
occupants. A 38-year-old farmer who lost both of his parents and one of his daughters in the
attack described seeing “flesh scattered all around—you don’t know whether human flesh or
animal flesh.”

“We thought that they won’t launch an air strike as they have no enemy in our village... | don’t
know [why they struck us]... | don’t understand why they cause trouble to civilians,” he said in
testimony collected by an Amnesty investigator.

“These air strikes have devastated families, terrorized civilians, killed and maimed victims,” said
Callamard in her statement. “But if the planes can’t fuel up, they can’t fly out and wreak
havoc.”

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/new-report-takes-aim-at-enablers-of-myanmar-
juntas-deadly-airstrikes

Amnesty International: Jet Fuel Sales to Myanmar Aiding Junta War Crimes

Zsombor Peter

BANGKOK — Chevron, PetroChina and other oil firms shipping jet fuel to Myanmar for civilian
use may be inadvertently supplying an air force accused of widespread war crimes and should
pause all deliveries to the country, rights group Amnesty International said in a report
Thursday.

Deadly Cargo: Exposing the Supply Chain that Fuels War Crimes in Myanmar, examines eight
shipments of Jet A-1 fuel — widely used in aviation — to the country since the February 2021
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coup that toppled an elected government and set off a bloody conflict that has claimed
thousands of lives.

FILE - Myanmar Air Force fighter jets drop bombs during
exercises Feb. 2, 2018, in Myanmar's Ayeyarwaddy delta
region. In a report released Nov. 3, 2022, Amnesty
International is urging suppliers of aviation fuel to Myanmar's
military government to suspend such shipments.

Drawing on leaked company records, satellite data and interviews with military defectors,
Amnesty paints a picture of “inextricably linked” civilian and military fuel supply chains inside
Myanmar, making it impossible to guarantee that any jet fuel deliveries earmarked strictly for
civilian use stay that way.

“Because the Myanmar military has such a hold and grip over a lot of the industry and the
companies and agencies involved in the industry, the reality is that those two supply chains
actually become one and there is a lot of overlap,” Montse Ferrer, the report’s lead author, told
VOA.

Once any shipment of A-1 lands, “there’s too high of a risk of that fuel being thereafter
misappropriated or used by the Myanmar military,” she added. “The consequence of that is
that all companies should stop supplying.”

Death by air

The report comes in the wake of an October 23 air raid by the military that killed at least 50
people attending a concert in northern Myanmar organized by one of the many local rebel
groups at war with the junta. It was the deadliest single air strike since the coup. The United
Nations says a military bombing raid in Myanmar’s northwest the month before hit a school,
killing 11 children.

The U.N.’s special rapporteur on human rights in Myanmar, Tom Andrews, has cited the
military’s air strikes in several of his own reports accusing the junta of both war crimes and
crimes against humanity.

The junta’s control of the skies means no one in Myanmar is safe, said Kyaw Win, executive
director of the U.K.-based Burma Human Rights Network, which maintains a running record of
the violence in Myanmar.

“They use helicopter gunships to kill so many,” he told VOA. “Just recently they used in Sagaing
[region]; we have documented that. They used helicopter gunships and many people were
killed in the village. And they used fighter jets in Karen State, and recently in Kachin State as
well. So, it is very hard for the people in Burma; they are defenseless.”

Kyaw Win said the military is even picking up the pace of air strikes, possibly to compensate for
dwindling ranks being depleted by casualties, desertions and recruiting shortfalls.
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A spokesman for the junta could not be reached for comment. The military has said previously
that it is using proportionate force against “terrorists” to restore order.

Amid the carnage, rights groups have started urging foreign companies and governments to
starve the military of the fuel that keeps its planes, jets and helicopters flying. According to
previous media reports citing energy data firms Kpler and Vortexa, Myanmar relies entirely on
imports for its jet fuel, making for a possible chokepoint on the air force.

FILE - Myanmar Air Force helicopters take part in a display by

S the country's military government to mark Myanmar's 77th
Armed Forces Day, in Naypyidaw, March 27, 2022.
=5 A tangled web

In researching its report, Amnesty found eight shipments of jet
fuel to Myanmar since the coup and confirmed the suppliers of four of them: PetroChina’s
wholly-owned Singapore Petroleum Company; Rosneft, of Russia; Chevron, of the United
States; and Thai Oil.

All but PetroChina, which did not reply to Amnesty’s queries, confirmed the shipments to the
rights group. In reply letters copied into the report, they say they were assured by their
customers in Myanmar that the fuel would be put to commercial use only.

Amnesty lays out several reasons for why it says those assurances ring hollow.

It says all eight shipments landed at the Thilawa port in Yangon, the country’s commercial hub,
which handles the vast majority of Myanmar’s military jet fuel deliveries as well. Once
offloaded, it adds, all jet fuel is then stored in the same terminal at the port, and is delivered
from there to both civilian airports and military air bases across the country by the same local
cargo company, sometimes using the same trucks.

Where civilian and military jet fuel supplies mingle most, though, is at the civilian airports and
their fuel depots, according to Amnesty. It says the military uses some of the same airports,
down to their landing strips, and that satellite images show only one depot — run by a local
company meant to be handling civilian supplies — at those sites. Amnesty says military
defectors confirmed to the rights group that the air force would draw jet fuel from these
airports for itself.

“So, it’s really especially in the storage of fuel at airports that there is an overlap between
civilian and military,” said Ferrer.

The report also contains a copy of a letter from Myanmar’s Defense Ministry to the Myanmar
Port Authority explaining that a December 2021 shipment of jet fuel from PetroChina is
earmarked specifically for military aircraft. Amnesty says it saw another letter from another
company, Asia Sun Trading, to the Customs Department in May explaining that it had bought jet
fuel from Thai QOil also destined for the military.
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Pulling out

Some of the companies have already announced plans to disengage from Myanmar or stop
handling jet fuel.

That includes Puma Energy, a company majority owned by Singapore-based Trafigura that,
according to Amnesty, imports, stores and distributes most of Myanmar’s jet fuel. It announced
plans to exit the country early last month and told Amnesty that it had learned of reports of the
military demanding jet fuel from airport facilities run by its joint venture in Myanmar, National
Energy Puma Aviation Services, by force.

Also last month, Thai Oil told Amnesty it would be suspending jet fuel sales to Myanmar to
avoid any doubts about its “good corporate governance” until those concern were allayed.

Chevron and Rosneft told Amnesty they were assured by the companies that bought their jet
fuel that the shipments would be put to commercial use only.

Amnesty says PetroChina did not reply to its requests for comment at all. PetroChina did not
reply to VOA either.

Amnesty says Pan Ocean, a South Korean firm that owns two of the ships that delivered jet fuel
to Myanmar since the coup, also failed to reply to the group.

Responding to VOA, however, Pan Ocean said the company’s brokers and agents assured it that
the shipments were not breaking any international sanctions. Even so, it added, “Pan Ocean has
suspended aviation fuel shipments such as Jet [A-]1 to Myanmar since September this year, and
this policy will be continued till the end of coup.”

Wilhelmsen, a Norwegian shipping agent that helps other companies manage their deliveries at
the Thilawa port, told Amnesty that it too would stop servicing jet fuel shipments to Myanmar
“until further notice.”

https://www.voanews.com/a/amnesty-international-jet-fuel-sales-to-myanmar-aiding-junta-
war-crimes/6818266.html

More Than 20 Regime Personnel Killed in Two Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 3 November 2022

Around 22 regime personnel including a pro-regime militia leader were killed and many others
injured in the last two days as People’s Defense Force groups (PDFs) and ethnic armed
organizations (EAOs) continued to attack regime targets across the country.

Meanwhile, regime forces executed five detained resistance members.
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Incidents were reported in Magwe, Mandalay, Sagaing and Tanintharyi regions and Karen and
Rakhine states.

Some regime casualties could not be independently verified.
16 junta soldiers killed in AA attacks in Rakhine

A military vehicle burns after being bombed by AA troops in
Ann Township, Rakhine State in early September. / CJ

Around 16 soldiers were reportedly killed by land mines in
ambushes by the Arakan Army (AA) in Maungdaw and
Thandwe townships, Rakhine State on Tuesday and
Wednesday, reported the local media outlet Western News,
guoting residents and an AA official.

The AA official told the media outlet the group used land mines to ambush a military vehicle
near a village in Maungdaw Township on Wednesday morning.

Citing local residents, Western News said three junta soldiers were killed in the ambush.

Another 13 soldiers were killed between Thandwe and Taungup townships, Rakhine State on
Tuesday when AA troops used land mines to ambush 30 soldiers who were on foot and
accompanied by a military vehicle, according to the report.

Five detained PDF fighters executed by regime forces in Magwe

Five slain PDF members’ vehicles are seen after being burned
by regime forces in Pauk Township, Magwe Region on
Tuesday. / Anonymous Special Task Force-Pauk

Five detained resistance fighters were executed by junta
soldiers near the border of Myaing and Pauk townships in
Magwe Region on Tuesday, according to local resistance
groups.

The resistance fighters from Pauk Township were arrested by
regime forces while traveling to join combined PDF forces from Pauk and Myaing townships
preparing to fight a military detachment that was raiding villages in the area.

Two PDF fighters escaped but five others were first shot in the legs and arms and then beaten
to death, dying of head wounds, a representative of Myaing-PDF told the media.

An aerial video shot by local PDF group Anonymous Special Task Force-Pauk shows PDF
detainees being forced to lie facedown on the ground by junta soldiers.

Another aerial video shows a soldier kicking the head of a slain PDF fighter.
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Regime forces also burned a PDF vehicle and a motorbike as well as two farm huts nearby.
Two regime forces killed by KNLA snipers in Karen

; ’,’ KNLA snipers in Karen State / Cobra Column

Two regime forces were confirmed killed in Myawaddy
Township, Karen State on Wednesday when snipers of the
Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA)’s Cobra Column
ambushed regime forces of the Myanmar military’s Infantry
Battalion 207 who were trying to enter the Shwe Nyaung
Myay area in the township, Cobra Column said.

“

Two junta soldiers killed in PDF raid on military checkpoint in Tanintharyi

The resistance group Dawei Guerrilla Revolutionary Force claimed on Tuesday that it and
another PDF group managed to kill two regime troops during a raid on a military checkpoint in
Dawei Township, Tanintharyi Region at 4:30 a.m. Monday.

The regime forces responded by using 40-mm and 60-mm explosives and automatic rifles after
being raided by the PDF groups. In the shootout, many soldiers are believed to have been
injured while there were no resistance casualties, the PDF group claimed.

The PDF fighters also used land mines to ambush four vehicles bringing military reinforcements
to the military checkpoint. Military casualties were unknown.

Junta policeman killed by PDF drone strike in Mandalay

A junta police sentry was killed and another injured in Natogyi Township, Mandalay Region on
Tuesday when the Natogyi-PDF group used a drone to drop bombs on the police station in the
town of Natogyi, the PDF group said on Wednesday.

An aerial video shot by the group shows drones dropping two rifle grenades on the compound
of the police station.

City hall attacked in northern Shan State

The city hall in the center of Lashio town in northern Shan State was attacked by the Northern
Shan State Alliance Army using a bomb on Wednesday, the PDF group said.

It was not known if the attack caused any casualties.
The group appealed to residents not to celebrate the junta-organized Dasaungtine Festival.
Pro-regime militia leader assassinated in Bago

The Tharyarwaddy Galone resistance group claimed to have killed Pyu Saw Htee pro-regime
militia leader Ko Pike Tin near a village in Tharyarwaddy Township, Bago Region on Wednesday.
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The victim was an organizer of pro-military rallies in the township.
Regime forces hit by mine in Sagaing

Area 71 Defense Force Monywa claimed that it and two other PDF groups used land mines to
attack soldiers walking alongside three military jammer vehicles on a road in Monywa
Township, Sagaing Region on Wednesday morning.

The regime forces were attacked while searching for land mines.
In the mine ambush, many soldiers are believed to have been killed, the PDF group said.
Military vehicles ambushed in Sagaing

Many regime forces are believed to have been killed or injured in Monywa Township, Sagaing
Region on Wednesday evening when five PDF groups used five land mines to ambush three
military vehicles near the entrance of Monywa town, claimed Golden Eagle Force, which was
involved in the ambush.

The convoy was attacked while returning to the town after searching for and detonating land
mines planted by local resistance groups on a road. Some military vehicles were directly hit by
the blasts.

Some civilians and a PDF fighter suffered injuries when regime forces began firing 40-mm
explosives and small arms indiscriminately after the ambush, the PDF group said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/more-than-20-regime-personnel-
killed-in-two-days-of-resistance-attacks.html

Myanmar junta tries to win support of ethnic political parties to change constitution

The military regime wants to ensure its power for years to come after a 2023 election.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.11.03

Sai Aik Pao, chairman of Shan Nationalities
Democratic Party, appears at a campaign rally during
the 2015 election in Myanmar. RFA

Myanmar’s ruling junta is shoring up ties with pro-
military political groups in the run-up to next year’s
elections in a bid to change the constitution to
ensure its long-term rule in the Southeast Asia

nation following its February 2021 coup.
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The State Administration Council, the official name of the ruling junta, is holding talks with
pro-military ethnic political parties that will participate in elections the regime plans to hold
in August 2023.

Myanmar’s powerful army deposed the democratically elected members of the country's
ruling party, the National League for Democracy, in a February 2021 coup. The army declared
a state of emergency, annulled the results of the 2020 election that would have kept the
party in power, and vested power in a military junta.

The military regime said it would hold elections when the state of emergency expired, in
keeping with a constitutional stipulation that requires elections to be held no later than six
months from the end of emergency rule.

Myanmar has 90 registered political parties that could participate in next year’s vote,
according to the Union Election Commission.

Currently, 16 representatives from three pro-military parties — the Union Solidarity and
Development Party, the Shan Nationalities Democratic Party and Arakan National Party —are
negotiating with the junta.

These parties also are negotiating with the Union Election Commission appointed by the
junta to change the general election system.

At issue is the amendment of Article 261, which gives Myanmar’s president the power to
appoint chief ministers in the country’s 14 states and regions. Ethnic political parties have
long pushed for changing the article to allow state and regional parliamentarians to select
chief ministers, but in March 2020 the previous civilian-led government under Aung San Suu
Kyi’s National League for Democracy rejected a pro-military opposition party bill to change
it.

Myanmar military chief and current junta leader Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing often spoke
publicly about his desire to changes the article even before the coup.

Unilateral constitutional reform

Since late December 2021, a junta team has held at least eight meetings with the Shan
Nationalities Democratic Party, said party chairman Sai Aik Pao. It is one of the ethnic
political parties that is negotiating with the junta for unilateral constitutional reforms.

Sai Aik Pao said his party requested the amendment of almost 70 sections of the
constitution, though so far the junta has agreed to change only 20 items after the 2023
elections. They are still discussing a proposal to amend Article 261.

“If [Article 261] is agreed to, you can say that we have self-governance,” he told RFA. “It will
no longer be under the central government. The chief ministers will not be appointed by the
president but chosen by the state and regional parliaments.”
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Military members of parliament, who make a quarter of all parliamentarians in the state,
regional and national legislatures under the current constitution, will approve the changes,
he added.

Sai Aik Pao said he could not officially acknowledge sections that are still under discussion or
others that the junta has agreed to amend.

Though states and regional parliaments have a right to choose their own prime minister,
final appointment power is held by the president. Article 436 (a) and (b) of the 2008
constitution requires 75 percent of all lawmakers to support proposed charter amendments,
which effectively allows the military bloc to reject amendments with their built-in veto
power.

More than 50 political parties led by Sai Ai Pao are in talks with the junta about amending
the constitution and the holding of the 2023 election.

'By hook or by crook'

Thar Htun Hla, chairman of Arakan National Party, the most powerful and largest ethnic
Rakhine party that also is holding talks with the junta, told RFA that although his party has
agreed to amend some sections, including Article 261, he does not believe it is possible that
the changes can be implemented any time soon.

“We are still discussing, but haven’t reached major agreements yet,” he said. “That’s why, as
of now, | see no possibility that we can implement the changes in reality.”

The negotiating committee led by Lieutenant General Yar Pyae has proposed that the agreed
points will be amended in parliament meetings after the upcoming election, he added.

Controversy over the amendments may also arise because not all political parties are in favor
of them.

Kyaw Htwe, a member of the Central Executive Committee of National League for
Democracy, denounced the junta’s attempt to amend the constitution before an election is
held as part of its move to retain power through collaboration with some political parties.

“l assume that SAC [State Administration Council] is doing this to find ways to legitimize
what is not politically recognized by anybody,” he told RFA. “The next step is to hold an
election by hook or by crook and show the international community that they are legit. Then
they are going to hold the power for a long time.”

Political observers say the junta is trying to replace the country’s former first-past-the-post
voting system with a proportional representation system that will be at play in the 2023
elections because Min Aung Hlaing has proposed it.
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Commentator Sai Kyi Zin Soe, said the junta is trying to gain support from pro-military
parties to help it emerge from political crisis.

“We can say that the junta is trying to reorganize the political parties under the title of
amending the constitution at a time when its popularity is declining,” he said.

The parties whose support the junta seeks are ones that failed to get public support or lost in
the last election, Sai Zin Soe added.

“Since they are in one way or another related to the military, they have vowed to blindly
support the military” he said. “They will always follow the junta.”

Translated by Myo Min Aung for RFA Burmese. Written in English by Roseanne Gerin.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/political-parties-11032022155156.html

Myanmar’s Lawyers Face Increasing Junta Threats
By THE IRRAWADDY | 3 November 2022

Myanmar’s defense lawyers for political detainees are facing increased threats from the junta
which has carried out arbitrary arrests and extrajudicial killings since last year’s coup.

The junta supporters watch them and encourage their arrest. There were calls for the arrest of
a female lawyer who posted condolences on social media after the mother of her jailed client
was killed in October’s blasts and junta shooting at the parcel drop-off at Yangon’s Insein
Prison.

Lawyers say they can no longer express compassion for the death of innocent civilians.

A pro-junta Telegram post said: “Isn’t it too dangerous not to do anything to lawyers that
support terrorism? Aren’t you concerned that they would spy on confidential information at
government law offices and leak it to terrorist state-destroyers? That lawyer should be
interrogated. Her red Facebook profile means she does not care about the current
government.”

Red is the color of the ousted National League for Democracy (NLD).

At least 20 lawyers have been charged with terrorism and incitement since the coup for joining
anti-regime protests and for having alleged links to the National Unity Government (NUG),
which has been labeled a terrorist organization.

Among the detained lawyers were Daw Ywet Nu Aung, who was acting for ousted Mandalay
Region chief minister Dr. Zaw Myint Maung, and lawyers acting for prominent protest leader Ko
Wai Moe Naing from Monywa in Sagaing Region. Some lawyers have been in hiding since arrest
warrants were issued.
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Lawyers at an anti-regime protest in Mandalay in
February 2021. / The Irrawaddy

“The regime wants to stop lawyers from working by
arresting some of them and deterring the others,” said
a lawyer.

It also issued gagging orders about legal cases and
clients.

The legal team of detained State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was barred from talking to
the media, diplomats and international agencies, limiting information about her ongoing trials.

Detained lawyers have been forced to kneel with their hands tied behind their backs and have
been subjected to obscenities, according to a female lawyer.

“Soldiers at the interrogation centers do not know who’s who. One of my colleagues said they
threatened to stamp on his throat and cut off his tongue if it stuck out,” she said.

They want to inflict psychological trauma and instill fear, she said.
Lawyers who are known for acting for free for political detainees are particularly targeted.

Another female lawyer said: “They threaten lawyers who dare to speak boldly at a trial. | was
warned and told to sign a statement that | would not do it again. | thought | would be arrested.
It was at the trial at a prison. | was taken away by armed soldiers. They wanted to charge me
but they could not find a reason. And they want to know why we represent [political detainees]
for free and how we make a living.”

Many lawyers are struggling financially as they provide free legal services for political detainees.

“Few clients have money to pay. We try not to neglect people so we take on more cases,” said a
Yangon lawyer.

The clients incur costs with court clerks demanding bribes for services like photocopying.

Lawyers are only required to pay 100 kyats per photocopied page but clerks are demanding
much larger sums, lawyers said.

The Bar Council Act was amended under the NLD government to protect the rights of lawyers
but the regime has abolished the right of lawyers to elect the council and enabled the junta to
appoint the legal body. Under the amendment, the junta-appointed attorney general and chief
justice will appoint the council.

The regime has also scrapped a provision that calls for “preventing and reducing unnecessary
detention in police cells and prison during police work and interrogation and prevent arbitrary
arrests”.
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The regime has been ignoring other legal protections. It is prosecuting political detainees at
military tribunals where defendants are denied their right to counsel and handed long prison
sentences or even the death penalty.

A lawyer said: “The regime has instructed the courts to imprison them and so they will always
get three years, even with a lawyer. It makes little difference. Across the country, | have never
seen a political detainee charged with incitement declared innocent and set free.”

Lawyers continue to accept new clients to serve as a bridge with families who are denied prison
visits and provide a level of protection against torture and abuse and help with access to food
and medicines. They also want to monitor the regime’s behavior.

Unfair trials will be revealed in the future and those responsible held accountable, said a
lawyer.

“There will be changes and we want to establish a fine legal tradition,” he said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/features/myanmars-lawyers-face-increasing-junta-threats.html

Myanmar Junta-Controlled Innwa Bank Continues to Use Global Financial System: Report
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 3 November 2022

Despite western sanctions, the junta-controlled Innwa Bank continues to make international
transactions, according to groups tracking Myanmar’s regime-linked businesses.

Innwa, owned by junta conglomerate Myanmar Economic Corporation (MEC), pays salaries to
officers, transfers funds to military units and sustains regime businesses.

The United Nations Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar reported that
Innwa plays an important role in sustaining the junta’s economic interests and providing its
conglomerates and owners with international financial access.

Innwa records released by Distributed Denial of Secrets and Justice For Myanmar (JFM) said
Australia’s ANZ and UOB of Singapore are among the international banks transacting with
Innwa.

Since US sanctions were announced on Innwa, the Hong Kong-based insurance corporation AIA
used ANZ to transfer funds to the bank in August and September 2021.

Malaysian company Edotco, which |eases telecoms towers to Mytel mobile operator that is
partly owned by MEC, also used ANZ for transactions to Innwa in 2021.

JFM reported on November 2 that ANZ transactions with Innwa have dodged Australian
sanctions.
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UOB carried out transactions between Chinese-owned Cosco Shipping Lines and MEC in June
and July 2021 and between Lamintayar Company Limited, an industrial powered milk supplier
to New Zealand dairy firm Fonterra.

It revealed transactions between Innwa and BIDV Bank, which is majority-owned by the State
Bank of Vietnam with a 15-percent stake held by South Korea’s KEB Hana Bank.

BIDV is a major provider of credit and financial services to Telecom International Myanmar, the
parent company of Mytel. Telecom International Myanmar, which is majority-owned by MEC
with a stake held by Viettel Global Investment of Vietnam’s Ministry of National Defence.

The report reveals at least 18 BIDV transactions with Telecom International Myanmar since the
2021 coup involving payments to MEC, MEC subsidiaries Star High, Innwa and Eco Friendly
Towers Company Limited.

Innwa records included over 200 transactions with Myanmar’s Yoma Bank, which have mostly
taken place since the 2021 coup.

Yoma is controlled by FMI, a holding company listed on the Yangon Stock Exchange led by Serge
Pun and backed by major international investors.

Greenwood Capital, an affiliate of Singapore’s sovereign wealth fund, GIC, owns 19.7 percent of
Yoma, the Norwegian development finance institution Norfund has 10.6 percent and
International Finance Corporation of the World Bank Group 4.5 percent.

Yoma transactions are with MEC, military personnel, Best Oil Company Limited, Pinnacle Asia
and Meditech.

Best Qil is a wholesale oil importer and distributor that has a seat on the junta’s oil-purchasing
committee.

Pinnacle Asia is linked to Khin Thiri Thet Mon, the daughter of junta chief Min Aung Hlaing.
Yoma issued a loan to Pinnacle Asia in 2020 to build Mytel’s telecoms towers.

Meditech is a medical equipment distributor that represents Siemens in Myanmar and supplies
Myanmar’s armed forces.

On March 25, 2021, the US imposed sanctions on MEC in response to the coup.
The UK followed on April 1 and the EU sanctioned MEC on April 19. The sanctions apply to
Innwa as an MEC-owned company.

JFM called on Australia, Singapore, Japan and South Korea to impose sanctions on MEC and the
junta-owned Myanma Economic Holdings Limited.

The activist group said junta crimes are enabled by the international financial system and banks
should ban all transactions with regime-linked banks and firms or risk complicity with its
atrocities.
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-controlled-innwa-bank-continues-
to-use-global-financial-system-report.html

SAC chairman calls for dutiful settlement of loans provided by the state
PUBLISHED | 3 NOVEMBER 2022

NAYPYITAW------ Chairman of State Administration Council (SAC) Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing called for dutiful settlement of loans provided by the state.

The SAC chairman chaired and addressed at the Union government meeting 8/2022 held in Nay
Pyi Taw on 1 November 2022.

The government postponed the period of paying back debts to the State. Only when the State
has a circulation of money will the businesses improve. So, borrowers need to pay back debts
to the State in time. Only when the State regains debts will it be able to disburse them to others
again, according to the SAC chairman.

The Senior General visited States and Regions since the beginning of September and he also
met with the entrepreneurs aiming for development of MSME for enhancement of State
Economy.

He also said that MSME plays a key role in the enhancement of the State economy. Policies
have been laid down for MSME development. Efforts must be made for the development of
MSMEs in regions and states MSME industries accounting for 99 per cent emphasize
manufacturing for domestic measures. Using domestic raw materials will have greater benefits.
It primarily needs materials, investments, inputs and human resources. If MSMEs use
agricultural and livestock raw materials at home, it will save spending on foreign exchange.
District cities need to make for the accomplishment of industries and manufacturing to
contribute to the development of the domestic economy.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-chairman-calls-for-dutiful-settlement-of-loans-
provided-by-the-state

Australia Considers Myanmar Sanctions
By THE IRRAWADDY | 3 November 2022

Australia’s Foreign Minister Penny Wong said sanctions might be imposed on Myanmar as its
security and human rights situation deteriorates, although she did not suggest a timeframe.

Speaking in Thailand on Wednesday, Wong said the case of jailed Australian economist Sean
Turnell was a “top priority”, according to Reuters.
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The adviser to ousted State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has been in captivity since shortly
after the February 2021 coup.

He was sentenced to three years’ imprisonment in September for allegedly possessing state
secrets. Turnell denied the accusations.

After he was sentenced, Australia’s Ministry for Foreign Affairs rejected the ruling and called for
his release. It said: “We will continue to take every opportunity to advocate strongly for
Professor Turnell until he has returned to his family in Australia.”

Australia has imposed sanctions on individual generals but it has not added any sanctions since
the 2021 coup, unlike other democracies.

In August the United Nations special envoy to Myanmar Noleen Heyzer asked regime leader
Min Aung Hlaing to release the economist as a means to improve bilateral ties with Australia.

The junta chief replied that if Australia had taken a positive approach to Myanmar, the regime
would not have needed to prosecute Turnell.

The regime has now killed more than 2,400 people while launching airstrikes on civilian areas
and torching villages across the country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/australia-considers-myanmar-sanctions.html

Thailand Seizes Nearly $50 Million in Assets From Detained Myanmar Arms Dealer
By THE IRRAWADDY | 3 November 2022

Bangkok’s Metropolitan Police Bureau (MPB) and Thailand’s Office of the Narcotics Control
Board have seized nearly 2 billion baht (about USS50 million) in assets from a drug network
belonging to an arms dealer for the Myanmar regime who was arrested in the Thai capital
recently.

Myanmar national Dr. Tun Min Latt, 53, was arrested in Bangkok in September along with three
Thais.

Since then, the tycoon has been charged with conspiring to traffic narcotics and launder money.

On Thursday, The Bangkok Post reported that the seized assets, including money in a safe, cars,
luxury items, hotels and resorts, were estimated at 1.8 billion baht, citing Police Major General
Nitithorn Jintakanon, deputy chief of the MPB.

The MPB has now sent an asset seizure report to Thailand’s Narcotics Suppression Bureau.

Tun Min Latt enjoys close ties with Myanmar regime leader Min Aung Hlaing and runs the Star Sapphire
Group of companies, which brokered imports of Israeli reconnaissance drones and aircraft parts for the
Myanmar Air Force.
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The arms broker also has business connections with Thai Senator Upakit Pachariyangkun. Both
were deeply involved in operating an illegal casino business in Myanmar’s Tachileik, a border
town in Shan State near Thailand, profiting the Myanmar military.

Following Tun Min Latt’s arrest, Upakit insisted he was not involved in any “gray” business with
the mogul.

However, one of the three Thais arrested along with the arms dealer was Dean Young Gultula,
Upakit’s son-in-law.

Two additional Thai nationals, identified as Pannarong Khunpitak and Kallayawee
Thiraprapawong, are wanted on arrest warrants as the MPB widens its net on the drug ring, The
Bangkok Post said.

According to Justice Minister Somsak Thepsutin, the tycoon’s case is one of two that authorities
have been investigating since 2019.

The MPB plans to probe the tycoon’s tax records to try and recover the money through other
channels if they cannot seize all the assets he owned.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/thailand-seizes-nearly-50-million-in-assets-from-
detained-myanmar-arms-dealer.html

US Looks to Boost Regional Sway at US-ASEAN Summit
Sok Khemara

FILE - President Joe Biden participates in the U.S.-
ASEAN Special Summit to commemorate 45 years
of U.S.-ASEAN relations, at the State Department
in Washington, May 13, 2022. Biden will seek to
cement strategic alliances at the U.S.-ASEAN
Summit in Phnom Penh on Nov. 12, 2022.

U.S-ASEAN =

s'pscmu su'f’MlT

PHNOM PENH, CAMBODIA — U.S. President Joe
Biden is hoping to use the U.S.-ASEAN Summit in
Phnom Penh next week to continue making his case for strengthened economic ties and
diplomatic neutrality in a region that has become a geopolitical battleground between America
and China.

Biden’s bid to cement strategic alliances comes several months after the White House hosted a
summit of ASEAN leaders highlighting America’s commitment to the region. However, analysts
speaking after the Washington gathering were pessimistic that the high-profile diplomacy
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would curb Beijing’s influence in ASEAN, a sentiment that hasn’t changed in the run-up to the
November 12 meeting of the Southeast Asian bloc of 10 nations.

“This is because China is an important economic partner for the region ... and China has also
established many functional areas of cooperation with ASEAN, many of which are already
institutionalized,” said Joanne Lin Weiling, a co-coordinator of the ASEAN Studies Center at the
Singapore-based ISEAS Yusof Ishak Institute.

She noted that Biden’s strategic alliances in the region are largely intended to counter China.
This makes them an uncomfortable fit for ASEAN members such as Laos, Myanmar and
Cambodia, which have “very strong ties and relations with China,” she said, adding “ASEAN
does not exclude China in its approach to the Indo-Pacific.”

Still, the Biden administration is hoping to find receptive partners in areas such as maritime
cooperation, sustainable development, transportation and infrastructure connectivity, and
economic relations — and will likely avoid issues that raise obvious conflicts with Beijing.

FILE - In this photo provided by the An Khoun Sam
Aun/National Television of Cambodia, Cambodian
Prime Minister, at upper left, joins an online
meeting of the ASEAN-China special summit at
Peace Palace in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Nov. 22,
2021.

- P M “The reality in the region is most of the ASEAN
member states are trying desperately to not be forced into making a choice between China and
the U.S.,” Phil Robertson, a deputy director of Human Rights Watch in Asia, told VOA Khmer.

“So, there is an ongoing game of strategic ambiguity in the region, where ASEAN member states
will take what they can from each side while trying to make as few concrete commitments as
they can which would cause them problems with one side or the other,” he said.

The White House announced that Biden would attend the 10th U.S.-ASEAN summit in person
on November 12. Participants are expected to establish the U.S.-ASEAN Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership to boost multilateral relations.

The U.S.-ASEAN Summit is part of a series of diplomatic meetings around the ASEAN summit,
which Cambodia is hosting before it passes the baton of annual leadership for the regional bloc
to next year’s chair, Indonesia.

The summit comes during a time of soaring geopolitical tensions over the Russia-Ukraine war
and China’s ambitions to take control of Taiwan. The most pressing crisis within ASEAN
continues to be Myanmar, where a military junta that seized power in February 2021 has
refused regional diplomatic interventions or global calls to release political prisoners.
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FILE - Rohingya children, who crossed over from
Myanmar into Bangladesh, wait squashed against each
other to receive food handouts at Thaingkhali refugee
camp, Bangladesh, Oct. 21, 2017.

ASEAN has tried to play a peacemaking role since shortly
after the junta ousted the elected government of Aung
San Suu Kyi, a pro-democracy activist and daughter of the country’s founder, Aung San.

“The Myanmar crisis will be front and center in the discussions at the ASEAN summit because
both the ASEAN member states as well as the various dialogue partners are extremely
concerned by the disastrous situation in that country, the massive rights violations and crimes
against humanity happening every day there, and the growing civil war,” Robertson said.

Last month, ASEAN foreign ministers held a special meeting on Myanmar in Jakarta. They said
their efforts to quell the fighting haven’t achieved significant progress and called for “concrete,
practical and time-bound actions” to strengthen the implementation of a five-point consensus
the group reached in April last year on ways to seek peace.

Robertson added that he hoped the bloc would agree on “clear penalties” if Myanmar fails to
release political prisoners, cease attacks on its people or move toward democracy, such as a
global arms embargo and targeted sanctions against the junta and its business interests.

But when it comes to making commitments regarding democracy and human rights in their
own countries, Robertson said, Washington is unlikely to secure any firm agreements.

Seven ASEAN member states are also part of the U.S Indo-Pacific Economic Framework, which
was launched in May this year to further economic collaboration in areas such as digital
economy, supply chain resilience, clean energy and sustainable infrastructure. As part of the
U.S. push in the region, Biden is also going to join the East Asia Summit on November 13 before
leaving Cambodia to attend a G-20 meeting in Indonesia on that day.

FILE - Chinese President Xi Jinping arrives to meet the
media following the 20th National Congress of the
Communist Party of China, at the Great Hall of the
People in Beijing, Oct. 23, 2022.

Chheang Vannarith, executive president of the Asian
Vision Institute in Cambodia, noted the ASEAN Summit
comes just days after Xi Jinping secured power for
another term during the Communist Party Congress in Beijing. And Taiwan is just one area of
growing stress between China and the U.S., along with the South China Sea and North Korea’s
nuclear threat.
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“The Chinese role and influence in the world are growing at the same time the power
competition between United States and China is still rising in the region and the world. So, that
is very complicated,” he said.

Cambodia faces the difficult task this week of keeping all 10 ASEAN members and numerous
dialogue partners happy, or at least avoiding sticking points that will highlight disagreements.

As Chheang Vannatith put it, “Being the ASEAN chair this year is not easy.”
Colin Meyn contributed to this report.

https://www.voanews.com/a/us-looks-to-boost-regional-sway-at-us-asean-
summit/6819201.html
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