PEACE Info (November 2, 2022)

In Myanmar’s north, resistance seeks to restore rule of law

Political prisoners tortured for marking 3-month anniversary of executions
Pro-Myanmar Junta Militias, Nationalist Monks Forcibly Recruiting Villagers in Sagaing
‘Our hearts are on fire’: Hpakant airstrikes fuel Kachin revolutionary spirit

Peace Process Steering Team: Concert Bombing Blocking Political Dialogue

Around 30 Myanmar Junta Troops Killed in Kayah Last Month: Resistance

Four people, including a pregnant woman, injured by shelling in Kayah State

Detained chief minister’s former aide accused of masterminding ‘terrorist’ attack in Kyaiktiyo
Around 24 Myanmar Regime Troops Killed in Week: Arakan Army Claims

Lieutenant Colonel Among 56 Myanmar Junta Soldiers Killed in Week of Clashes With Resistance
Myanmar Junta Has Killed Over 2,400 Civilians Since Coup: AAPP

Number of Myanmar Children Made Homeless Under Junta Passes Half a Million
Myanmar Tycoons Do Junta Bidding Amid Threat of Arrest
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In Myanmar’s north, resistance seeks to restore rule of law

The National Unity Government tries to deliver peace and stability, even as bombs continue
to rain down on anti-regime strongholds

Nyein Swe | Published on Nov 2, 2022

A lawyer wearing a red ribbon sign participates in the Civil
Disobedience Movement against the military coup in Yangon on
February 8 (Myanmar Now)

In several townships some 150km or more north of Mandalay,
Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government (NUG) has planted
the first seeds of what it hopes will grow into a country with a functioning justice system.

As the regime that seized power in February 2021 continues to prosecute its opponents in
courts under its control, the NUG has begun establishing a judiciary of its own in townships that
are at least 75% under the control of resistance forces.

While this is happening in a number of anti-junta strongholds, the most concerted effort to
date has been in the area near where the Ayeyarwady River enters Sagaing Region from
neighbouring Kachin State. Here, the NUG has laid the groundwork for a judicial system that
aims to replace the one that currently serves as part of the junta’s mechanism of oppression.

On October 15, the NUG opened its first formal courthouse in Katha Township, some four
months after it began conducting judicial procedures there and in Kawlin, Wuntho and Pinlebu
townships, which are all part of Sagaing’s Katha District.

“We didn’t have a permanent office when we started, so we just went around the township to
carry out our activities,” said an official from the Katha Township court.

According to the official, the NUG initiated its efforts in response to the need to address a
number of criminal and civil cases in areas under its de facto control. At present, this includes
four cases—one civil and three drug-related—being tried in the Katha court.

To make arrests in the criminal cases, the court has enlisted the People’s Security Force—
comprised of former law enforcement officers taking part in the Civil Disobedience
Movement—as well as armed resistance groups, the official added.

Establishing rule of law

In Htigyaing, another township in Katha District that has more recently begun to institute NUG
judicial procedures, local resistance authorities have built an office that also serves as a
temporary courthouse and jail.

“It’s still not possible to build courthouses in every township, so for now, we are using our
office to deal with court cases,” said an officer of the Htigyaing People’s Administration Team.
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According to the officer, there are also plans to extend the NUG’s administration, including its
judicial system, to Indaw and Banmauk townships to the north and Kanbalu District to the
south. The idea, she said, is to create a “liberated area” where the resistance can consolidate its
role in local affairs.

“We have even started running our own schools, thanks to the education department,” she
said.

At present, it is unclear if the regime’s judicial system is functioning at all in any of these
townships. Police under the command of the military are active in only a handful of urban
areas, and are mainly engaged in arresting anyone suspected of having ties to the anti-junta
forces.

— @ ;L‘*- An NUG court in Sagaing Region’s Katha Township (Katha
025505 People’s Defence Team)
oo '3°‘€1 .

% For Thein Oo, the NUG’s minister of justice, the creation of
1" courthouses is essential to the struggle to remove the junta

IV " H , — from power, because it serves to deepen confidence in the
: £Vl ' ability of the resistance to rule effectively.

“We need to establish rule of law, and courthouses are necessary to achieve that. This is to let
the public know that we can, in fact, establish peace and stability for them,” he said.

Speaking to Myanmar Now recently, the exiled minister said that the NUG has so far managed
to implement its plans for an independent judiciary in 24 of Myanmar’s 330 townships.

Looming threat

While the resistance continues to make strides towards achieving actual governance powers,
however, the military threat continues to loom over its efforts.

This was very dramatically demonstrated on September 16, when the regime carried out
airstrikes on the village of Letyetkone in Sagaing’s Depayin Township. At least 13 people were
confirmed killed in that attack, which targeted a resistance-run school. More than half of the
victims were children.

More recently, on October 25, the military launched an aerial assault on the village of
Hpalanpin in Pale Township, also in Sagaing. Most of the victims in that attack, which the
regime said was aimed at rescuing prisoners held by resistance forces, were detainees at a local
People’s Administration Team office.

While Depayin and Pale townships are both closer to military command centres than Katha and
Kanbalu districts, no part of the country is completely safe from attack. It was for this reason
that Myanmar Now’s sources declined to disclose the exact location of the NUG-administered
courthouses in northern Sagaing.
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When the military sent fighter jets from Mandalay to Hpakant Township in Kachin State on
October 23 to wipe out scores of people attending a music festival held to celebrate the
founding of the Kachin Independence Organisation (KIO), it sent an especially chilling message
to Myanmar’s resistance.

Not only did this indicate the range of the junta’s destructive power (Hpakant is some 160km
north of Katha), it also targeted a key ally of the NUG. The Kachin Independence Army, the
KIO’s armed wing, has played a major role in both training and arming resistance forces in the
country’s north.

It is clear, then, that even as the NUG strives to move beyond the military struggle, much
remains to be done on the battlefield before it can deliver on its promises of peace and
stability.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/in-myanmars-north-resistance-seeks-to-restore-rule-
of-law

Political prisoners tortured for marking 3-month anniversary of executions

The 21 Insein Prison inmates were severely beaten for offering alms in memory of four
prisoners executed in July

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Nov 2, 2022

The entrance to Insein Prison in Yangon is seen in early 2022
(Myanmar Now)

Officials at Yangon’s Insein Prison have cracked down hard on 21
political prisoners who offered alms in memory of four executed
activists on Sunday, according to prison sources.

All 21 of the prisoners were severely beaten for marking the three-month anniversary of
Myanmar’s first executions in decades, while their four leaders were also shackled and placed
in cells with little light or ventilation, one source said.

“They were sent to solitary confinement and also forced to do hard labour. They had to pull
weeds, collect sewage, and dig holes. If they didn’t work fast enough, they were beaten,” said
the source, who spoke on condition of anonymity.

According to the source, the four leaders of the group were Yeyint Ko, Yeyint Bo, Wathone San
and Hanthar.

The other prisoners were identified as Thet Koko Htwe, Kyawkyaw Khant, Soe Koko, Aung
Pyaesone Oo, Kyaw Thet Paing, Ye Lin Aung, Zaw Zaw Han, Zayar Phyo, Phoe Kaunt, Nat Soe, Ye
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Kyaw, J Nyi, Nyi Zin Latt, Chanmyae Koko Zin, Aung Min Khant, Naing Htarwara and Aung Ko
Min.

Another prison source told Myanmar Now that he could hear the prisoners being beaten.

“They were shouting and wailing,” he said, adding that the 17 who were not placed in solitary
confinement were also forced to recite the prison’s rules for three hours straight on Monday
morning.

A number of the prisoners, most of whom are facing charges of incitement or weapons
possession, were expected to appear in court this week.

“They were supposed to attend hearings, but they didn’t show up,” said a court source, who
added: “l heard they weren’t allowed to receive medical treatment, either.”

The ceremony on Sunday was held in memory of two top political dissidents—veteran activist
Ko Jimmy and former MP Phyo Zayar Thaw—and two others executed in July for their anti-
regime activities.

Since monks are not allowed to perform ceremonies inside Myanmar’s prisons, inmates usually
make offerings to detained monks who continue to follow monastic rules despite being forcibly
disrobed.

The situation inside Insein Prison has been especially tense since October 19, when an
explosion there killed eight people, including prison officers and the relatives of prisoners.

In the aftermath of the blast, a number of political prisoners were subjected to extreme
torture, sources said.

According to the latest figures released by the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners,
there are currently 12,806 civilians being held inside Myanmar’s prisons for resisting last year’s
military coup.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/political-prisoners-tortured-for-marking-3-month-
anniversary-of-executions

Pro-Myanmar Junta Militias, Nationalist Monks Forcibly Recruiting Villagers in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 2 November 2022

Nationalist monks and junta-affiliated Pyu Saw Htee militias have been forcing villagers in
Sagaing Region’s Kantbalu Township to undergo military training, according to locals.

Led by influential monk U Wasawa from the ultranationalist Association for Protection of Race
and Religion, known locally as Ma Ba Tha, Pyu Saw Htee members are forcing males aged

Page 5 of 50


https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-executes-four-political-prisoners
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/bomb-blasts-gunfire-at-myanmars-biggest-prison-kills-eight-including-guards
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/bomb-blasts-gunfire-at-myanmars-biggest-prison-kills-eight-including-guards
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/political-prisoners-tortured-for-marking-3-month-anniversary-of-executions
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/political-prisoners-tortured-for-marking-3-month-anniversary-of-executions

between 18 and 55 to undergo military training under threat of burning their villages if they
refuse, a Kantbalu resident told The Irrawaddy on condition of anonymity.

U Wasawa, who is a well-known Buddhist leader in Kanbalu, Kyunhla and Taze, has been
forming Pyu Saw Htee groups since November last year, and by June had attracted over 4,000
villagers including more than 100 women to his cause, according to residents.

A local People’s Defense Force (PDF) fighter said: “They ordered that at least 35 males from
each village must attend Pyu Saw Htee training, threatened them with arson. Some villagers are
attending the training out of fear while others have fled. The situation is getting a lot worse.”

Leading the training are one regime military officer, soldiers from about five other ranks, and
hard-core Pyu Saw Htee leaders. Around 100 armed Pyu Saw Htee fighters provide security
around the village during training sessions.

An anti-regime activist from Kantbalu said: “The majority of Pyu Saw Htee members are from
[the military’s proxy] Union Solidarity and Development Party [USDP] and Ma Ba Tha. There are
some villages that are entirely Pyu Saw Htee. They are the USDP strongholds. Those who do not
support the USDP also have to attend training because they fear for their safety. And PDFs can’t
attack Pyu Saw Htee villages.”

More than 50 villages have been turned into Pyu Saw Htee bases in Kantbalu and Kyunhla
townships. Previously armed with home-made rifles, they are now supplied with BA-63 (G-3)
rifles, MA-1 assault rifles and carbines.

At a press conference in July, the junta denied forming Pyu Saw Htee as its military proxies,
saying it only allows the establishment, training and arming of militias at the request of locals
for their security. Formation of these militias is legal, it clarified.

A local PDF member said: “As the number of Pyu Saw Htee villages increases, U Wasawa and
Pyu Saw Htee leaders keep asking the regime to supply them with arms. And the regime has
complied with continuous supplies. It is continuously arming villages undergoing military
training and deemed loyal to the regime.”

At the same time, Pyu Saw Htee militias are demanding money from households in the villages
to pay the salaries of hard-core Pyu Saw Htee members.

A resident from southern Kantbalu said: “They are extorting money in every village. In some
villages, they ask for 10,000 kyats per month from every household. Sometimes, they extort the
money while collecting electricity bills. They cut off the electricity to households that refuse to

”

pay.

Pyu Saw Htee militias are also kidnapping villagers for ransom. Following an explosion near a
boarding school in Buttaw Village in October, Pyu Saw Htee fighters detained seven local
Muslim men, demanding ransoms of 100,000 kyats, one million kyats or 1.3 million kyats
depending on their financial situation.
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One of the Muslim men was rearrested on October 26 after revealing to others that he had paid
money for his release.

Infinity Group, which reports on local news in Kantbalu, said local Pyu Saw Htee militias and
junta soldiers have been arresting locals for ransom with various excuses, extorting more than
30 million kyats from some five majority-Muslim villages.

A local PDF fighter said: “Pyu Saw Htee militias are getting stronger in Kantbalu Township partly
because of the weakness of PDF groups. PDF groups have failed to rally villages to their cause.
This is because district and township authorities of the [parallel] National Unity Government are
ineffective, in my opinion. Under such circumstances, U Wasawa and others can coerce local
villagers into joining Pyu Saw Htee. This is the reason why the Pyu Saw Htee have grown
significantly in numbers.”

Local Pyu Saw Htee militias are heavily involved in junta raids on villages in Kantbalu and
Kyunhla townships, committing arson attacks and looting. As of October 26, Pyu Saw Htee
militias have begun to conscript villagers.

Currently, a force of over 200 troops consisting of junta soldiers and Pyu Saw Htee fighters are
raiding villages around Thein Yin Dam in the south of Kantbalu Township. More than 10,000
people living near the dam have been forced from their homes and some 150 houses in three
villages have been torched.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/pro-myanmar-junta-militias-nationalist-monks-
forcibly-recruiting-villagers-in-sagaing.html

‘Our hearts are on fire’: Hpakant airstrikes fuel Kachin revolutionary spirit

NOVEMBER 2, 2022 | By EMILY FISHBEIN, ZAU MYET AWNG, JAW TU HKAWNG and NU NU
LUSAN

The military’s bombing of a concert near the jade mining hub of Hpakant has sowed widespread
fear but also made the Kachin people more determined to liberate their homeland and achieve
self-determination.

As Roi Nu* sat on her veranda in Kachin State’s jade mining town of Hpakant on the evening of
October 23, three black silhouettes darted across the horizon, followed by a flash that lit up the
indigo sky.

“We have no internet, so we didn’t know what was happening,” said Roi Nu, who like others
interviewed for this report has been granted anonymity due to the risk of military retaliation.
She found out what happened soon after, when friends and relatives called to make sure she
was alive.
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Military aircraft had dropped four bombs on a music show in A Nang Pa, a village 30 kilometres
to the northeast. The area is controlled by the Kachin Independence Organization, which has
been fighting for self-determination since 1960 and which has closely allied itself with the
broader pro-democracy uprising since the February 2021 military coup. Roi Nu was meant to
attend, but had cancelled her plans earlier that day because she wasn’t feeling well.

She set out the next morning to help evacuate the wounded and identify the dead. But when
she reached the village of Ginsi, her way was blocked by soldiers. The military also temporarily
cut off mobile phone services in the area, further limiting relief efforts in a township which has
been under an since August last year.

Colonel Naw Bu, the KIO’s information officer, confirmed 62 deaths and 62 injured people as of
October 25. At least 45 members of the KIO were among the dead and 34 among the injured,
he said. The victims also include Ko King, a keyboard player, and Aurali, one of Kachin’s best
known singers.

, Which uses open-source techniques to investigate human rights incidents,
was unable to confirm the total number of deaths due to a lack of sufficient footage,
but that at least 30 bodies were visible in the footage it had collected. The New York
Times that more than 80 people had been killed, citing emergency workers’ accounts.

By any of these counts, the incident is the deadliest air attack by the military since the coup,
and it highlights its use of heavy weapons on civilians as well as its blocking of
humanitarian aid. The bombings also occurred near the world’s most lucrative jade mines and
in the territory of one of the most powerful opponents to the junta.

The attack appears intended to spread fear through the Kachin community, and was possibly a
retaliation to the KIO’s increased control over the jade mines and collaboration with other anti-
coup forces. But like many of the junta’s heavy-handed efforts to quash opposition to its rule, it
has only deepened the people’s resolve to resist.

“Our hearts are on fire now. We have to fight back in any way we can to root out this brutal,
inhumane dictatorship,” said Roi Nu. “We cannot forget this for generations.”

‘Psychological warfare’ and retaliation

In the aftermath of the attack, locals described a tense situation across Kachin and a
widespread fear of being stopped arbitrarily on the road or followed by plainclothes military
personnel. Unease increased on October 25, when the military an army major from its
medical corps in Nay Pyi Taw after he changed his Facebook profile picture to a black
background with the letters “RIP” — a show of solidarity with the victims that was replicated
across social media.

In Hpakant, activist Seng Naw* said that victims’ families were afraid to hold prayer gatherings
or funerals and that some injured people had gone into hiding due to concerns that they or
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their hosts could be targeted. “It’s really difficult for them to find shelter while they are getting
medical treatment, and going to the hospital isn’t a good plan for now,” he said.

People are also on edge about the possibility of further military attacks. Since bombing A Nang
Pa, the military has over the KIO headquarters of Laiza on the Chinese border
and has regularly used airstrikes in with joint forces made up of the Kachin
Independence Army — the KIO’s armed wing — and anti-coup People’s Defence Forces in
Kachin’s Momauk Township since October 22.

“The enemy showed that they can do whatever they want at any time, forcing us to think they
are capable of bombing us all the time,” said Myu Htoi*, a Kachin civil society leader.

He worries that this fear is playing into the military’s hands, enabling rumours to spread more
easily and leaving people hesitant to speak out for justice. “[The military] are launching
psychological warfare against us so that we will live in fear,” he said. “The military’s threats
have become a barrier for people to do the right thing.”

The bombing of A Nang Pa is the latest in a long succession of military on civilians across
the country, but it was the first large-scale attack on Kachin civilians since the coup.

Kachin people, however, are not strangers to the military’s atrocities — it has

systematically civilians for decades in areas where ethnic armed organisations
operate, including in Kachin and neighbouring northern Shan State. A United Nations-appointed
fact-finding mission report published in 2018 that the military had committed war
crimes and crimes against humanity in Kachin and Shan following the collapse of a ceasefire
between the military and KIO in 2011, when people were also displaced.

Sut Ja*, who was on-site during the bombing and spent a sleepless night hiding in the forest
before riding a motorbike back to Hpakant early the next morning, said he felt the incident was
a direct affront to the Kachin people. “The Burmese dictator is persecuting us, Kachin people,
indiscriminately. | see this as attacking all Kachin people,” he said.

Local sources described several factors which may have contributed to the military’s decision to
attack at that place and time. The KIO is one of the most well-established ethnic armed
organisations in Myanmar, and is one of two armed groups known to be capable of
manufacturing automatic guns, along with the United Wa State Army. It was also among the
first of the country’s ethnic armed organisations to openly support for the broader
resistance movement against the junta.

Since March last year, the KIA has clashed with junta forces almost daily. Though this fighting
has been significantly less intense than in some parts of the country, the KIA has

reportedly with PDFs in Sagaing Region, a Bamar-majority area that had not seen
major conflict prior to the coup, but has since been the site of some of the fiercest fighting. The
rebellion in Sagaing is a direct rebuttal to the military’s vision of itself as the protector of Bamar
Buddhists, and the region has suffered some of the worst junta . The KIA’s
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collaboration with the PDFs, therefore, likely infuriated the junta. In his to the attack
in Hpakant, which regime spokesperson Zaw Min Tun called a “necessary military operation”,
he referenced this relationship.

The Kachins were also among the first of Myanmar’s ethnic nationalities to formally engage
with the broader political resistance movement.

, which has no formal ties to the KIO but seeks to represent Kachin political aspirations,
has nominated Kachin people to key positions in the National Unity Government, Myanmar’s
interim anti-coup administration. This includes , the NUG’s acting president;

, minister of natural resources and environmental conservation; ,
deputy minister of education; and , deputy minister of international cooperation,
who has since

The A Nang Pa bombings also occurred near Hpakant’s jade mines, which generate billions of
dollars annually and have been a vital funding source for the military, KIO and other armed
actors for more than two decades. Local Kachin sources familiar with the industry say that the
KIO has taken a dominant position in Hpakant since the coup, and that in bombing A Nang Pa,
the military may have wanted to send a message about its displeasure with this shift.

“The military had the intention of sprinkling sand on meat that it doesn’t eat, so that others
can’t eat it,” said John*, a Kachin civil society worker. “The KIO’s authority in Hpakant has
become stronger, so the military may have wanted to teach a lesson to Kachin businessmen.
They knew that Kachin businessmen would attend the event, and they wanted to show that
they were not very happy with them giving taxes to the KIO.”

Seng Naw, the Kachin activist in Hpakant, agreed. “Lately, the military’s relationship with
businessmen in Hpakant has become difficult,” he said. “The military might have known that
businessmen would attend the event and that they were going to meet with the KIO. They
might have assumed that businessmen, KIO personnel and local people would have
negotiations and discussions, and through these discussions, build trust and understanding.”

Turning pain into a “revolutionary force”

In a phone interview on October 26, Naw Bu said that regardless of the military’s possible
motives, the bombings represented an “immoral and evil attack on civilians.” “I think they
carried out this dreadful attack on civilians intentionally, so that civilians would be very afraid
and wouldn’t dare to affiliate with the KIO in the future, and so that the KIO might suffer a lot
and fall,” he said.

But Naw Bu said the incident was unlikely to shift the KIO from its current course or affect the
terms of its alliance with the NUG, which are still being worked out. “We have collaborated
with the NUG to fight against the military dictator [through armed operations] but we still need
to discuss [our] political and national interests,” with the NUG, he said. “Even if we totally
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defeat the military dictator, we cannot expect that we [Kachin people] will get all the rights that
we deserve.”

The KIO was also unlikely to change its relationship with other armed groups fighting the junta,
said Naw Bu. “We all need to be united against the military dictator although we might have
different political perspectives and stances,” he told Frontier. “We will continue to engage with
them in all the ways we can to accomplish our goal.”

Naw Bu also said he hoped the attack would bring people together with even more
determination. “In the face of suffering and sorrow, we need to move forward and turn
acrimony into a revolutionary force to achieve our goal,” he said. “Let everyone unite against
this horrific attack.”

Members of the Kachin public told Frontier the bombings had renewed people’s “revolutionary
spirit”. “We kind of became used to the situation, but this incident is like a wake-up call for us
and for everyone, to remind us to fight,” said Joseph*, a youth from Tanai. “We must unite with
others and continue this revolution very seriously.”

Isaac*, a youth in the Kachin state capital Myitkyina who participated in nonviolent protests
after the coup, said the incident had had a profound impact on him and his peers. “When the
coup happened, youths were actively involved, but as the revolution went on longer and
longer, people became exhausted,” he said. “Because of this attack, people have come together
again and our revolutionary spirit has reawoken.”

The response to the incident has extended well beyond the Kachin public. Live demonstrations
were held in areas including and , while across the country

simultaneously for 10 minutes on October 28 in remembrance of the victims.
Myanmar nationals around the world, including members of the Chin refugee diaspora, have
also for the victims’ families.

Aung Lin*, a protest leader in Hpakant from the Bamar ethnic majority, is among those who
risked being arrested or killed to demonstrate in response to the bombings.

“During this revolutionary time, we, the people, believe in overthrowing the military dictators,
and we will fight for it in collaboration with the PDF and the KIO government,” he said.

Residents of Kachin told Frontier that the widespread show of solidarity had inspired and
energised them. “The whole country was saddened by this incident, so | think people will be
more motivated,” John said. “l think people will take this incident as a motivation to run
forward with stronger energy. We will learn lessons from this sad incident [and] it will clear our
doubt about what to do for our future.”

Myu Htoi, the civil society leader, said that the attacks could also serve to bring the country’s
disparate resistance groups closer together against a common enemy. “Every ethnic resistance
organisation has its own stance and is moving forward in its own way. However, there is a
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common ground for all of them from the horrific attack in Hpakant,” he said. “I think now,
military power is very important for all organisations to push against the dictator.”

He and others said they expected fighting between the KIO and military to intensify in the
coming months. But while they wanted to see the revolution accelerate, several also said the
KIO and Kachin people needed to act strategically. “We shouldn’t over-emphasise the current
attack,” said Myu Htoi. “We need to focus more on our plan for liberation.”

In a community where some 100,000 people have been living in displacement camps for more
than a decade, Henry Awng*, a Kachin activist in Myitkyina, highlighted the need to consider
the risks to civilians before launching an armed operation. “I think the KIO/A should think very
carefully before they do something, especially when the country is in a situation of unrest,” he
said.

Beyond the armed revolution, building a strong foundation for a future Kachin nation is also
critical, according to Assumpta*, an activist from Myitkyina.

“The KIO should be truthful and decisive, build a solid legal system and lead the [Kachin] nation
according to the law,” she said. “Regarding our Kachin politics, everyone should be
involved...There are many sectors that we still need to work on.”

* indicates the use of a pseudonym or nickname on request for safety reasons

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/our-hearts-are-on-fire-hpakant-airstrikes-fuel-kachin-
revolutionary-spirit/

Peace Process Steering Team: Concert Bombing Blocking Political Dialogue

By Network Media Group | Wednesday, November 2, 2022

The Burma Peace Process Steering Team (PPST) said that
the recent bombardments by the Burma Army (BA) against
civilians in Kachin State and Sagaing Region are a
“barricade” to resolving the country’s long-standing
problems through political dialogue.

“The military’s space has increased while the political space
has become narrower”, which is very bad, Saw Kyaw Nyunt, PPST spokesperson, told NMG.
“This isn’t an optimistic action to resume political dialogue.” He said they’ve never seen
airstrikes that have resulted in so many deaths.

According to the spokesperson, all of the armed groups must reduce fighting and “resume
political dialogue to solve the political problems in our country”.
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Since last year’s military coup, the Karen National Union, the Chin National Front and the All
Burma Students’ Democratic Front have ceased all dialogue with the military regime and don’t
attend meetings of the PPST, which is still trying to engage with the dictatorship.

After a meeting in late October, following the airstrikes, the PPST issued a statement calling on
peace stakeholders to avoid “exacerbating political and armed conflicts”. The organisation was
shocked by the massive civilian casualties in Hpakant’s A Nang Pa and Let Yet Kon.

The army killed more than 60 people celebrating the 62nd anniversary of the Kachin
Independent Organisation in Kachin State. On 16 September, 13 civilians, including 7 children,
were killed in Sagaing Region.

Since the coup, political dialogue has stalled while fighting between the BA and many ethnic
armed groups in the Southeast Asian country has increased dramatically during which time the
civilian population has been also been increasingly caught in the regime’s crosshairs.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/11/02/21895

Around 30 Myanmar Junta Troops Killed in Kayah Last Month: Resistance
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 2 November 2022

Nearly 30 Myanmar regime troops have been killed in Kayah State in October, according to a
Karenni civil society group and resistance forces.

During October an estimated 32 clashes broke out in Kayah State with numerous attacks on
junta outposts and patrols, the Karenni Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF) stated on Tuesday.

The group said five of its members were killed in October.
The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.

Clashes broke out in Shadaw, Bawlakhe and Hpruso townships and Demoso, where most
residents have fled their homes, and Loikaw, the state capital.

Regime forces are trying to keep control of Mobye across the border in Shan State with the
deployment of around 300 troops between the town and Loikaw.

“Despite a major deployment, they are failing on the ground. When they cannot beat us so they
shell civilian targets instead,” said Khu Reh Do, a KNDF spokesman.

According to the Progressive Karenni People’s Force (PKPF), an activist group, an estimated 282
Kayah civilians had been killed since the 2021 coup, of whom 97 were displaced.

The junta has detained up to 280 people since the coup, the PKPF reported on Tuesday.
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At least 13 civilians, including a child, were killed in Demoso, Loikaw and Hpruso townships in
October, the KNDF reported.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/around-30-myanmar-junta-troops-
killed-in-kayah-last-month-resistance.html

Four people, including a pregnant woman, injured by shelling in Kayah State

The junta fired heavy artillery at two villages they believed were harboring local People’s
Defense Forces.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.11.02

A house damaged by the junta’s heavy artillery
bombardment of Lin Hpon village, Loikaw township,
Kayah State, Nov. 1, 2022. PKPF

A pregnant woman and her husband were among
four people injured by heavy artillery shells when the
junta bombarded two villages in Myanmar’s eastern
Kayah State.

A spokesman for the Progressive Karenni People’s Force (PKPF) told RFA the shelling started
at around 10 a.m. on Tuesday, targeting Wan Pan and Lin Hpon villages.

Locals said more than 10 shells exploded near Lin Hpon and two landed inside the village.
The second one exploded near the home of the pregnant woman and her husband.

A PKPF official said the woman received abdominal injuries and her husband was in critical
condition after being hit in the leg.

Two men from Wan Pan both received leg injuries when shells went off near their village.
They are being treated by aid workers, according to a resident.

Five houses in the two villages were damaged by the shelling, he said. Local media reported
that the shells were 120 millimeter and 60 millimeter types.

A spokesman for the anti-junta Karenni People’s Defense Force said infantry battalion 350
(the Kha La Ya) fired the heavy artillery but RFA could not confirm this independently.

RFA’s calls to the junta spokesman for Kayah State, Social Affairs Minister Aung Win Oo,
went unanswered on Wednesday.

According to data compiled by RFA based on the statements of civil society groups in Kayah
State, 13 civilians, including four children were killed and 33 injured by heavy artillery in
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Moebye and Pekon townships in neighboring Shan state and in Kayah State’s Loikaw and
Demoso townships.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/kayah-state-shelling-11022022050833.html

Detained chief minister’s former aide accused of masterminding ‘terrorist’ attack in Kyaiktiyo

Myanmar’s military implicated a total of 11 people in the incident, including a KNLA
commander who has been dead for more than a year

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Nov 2, 2022

Junta soldiers are seen at the Kin Mun Chaung bus
terminal, at the foot of Kyaiktiyo Hill, on October 12
(Supplied)

Myanmar’s military regime has accused a former aide
to a detained chief minister of carrying out a deadly
attack at famous pilgrimage site in the country’s south
last month.

In a statement released on Monday, the military said that Aye Min Tun, a police defector who
once worked as an assistant to Dr. Aye Zan, Mon State’s ousted chief minister, had led a group
of “terrorists” in a shootout with regime forces at the foot of Kyaiktiyo Hill in Mon State on
October 12.

Four civilians—three women and a man—were killed in that incident, which also left at least 18
others, including a police officer, injured.

Most of the victims were religious pilgrims who had travelled to Kyaiktiyo Hill—where a pagoda
sits atop a large boulder known as the Golden Rock—to mark the end of Buddhist Lent.

“Based on the accounts of eyewitnesses, it is found that Aye Min Tun, who took refuge in
[Karen National Liberation Army] Brigade 1 territory and founded the terrorist group, the
Kyaikto Revolution Force, led the shooting of pilgrims,” the military’s statement read.

A person is assisted after being injured during the
shooting at the Kin Mun Chaung bus terminal on
October 12 (Supplied)

The regime implicated a total of 11 people, including
Dr. Aye Zan—who has been in junta custody since the
military seized power in February 2021—and other
members of the deposed National League for
Democracy (NLD) government, in the attack.
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Also named were Saw Pa Lay, who is identified as the KNLA Brigade 1 commander, and Dah Ner
Htoo, who commands Battalion 3 under Brigade 1. The statement fails to mention, however,
that Saw Pa Lay died of natural causes in August of last year.

It was unclear from the statement how most of the accused were connected to the incident,
which supposedly involved three NLD MPs from Mon State—Khin Saung, Hla Myint Than and
Thiri Yadanar—as well as businessmen Kyaw Myo Min, Aung Kyaw Thu and Khin Toe.

Aye Min Tun did not deny, however, taking part in the attack, which he said targeted junta
forces stationed near the Kin Mun Chaung bus terminal, at the base of Kyaiktiyo Hill.

He said that the resistance forces used only light weapons, and claimed that the casualties were
all victims of the soldiers’ indiscriminate gunfire.

“They are trying to cover up their shooting [of civilians] by blaming us,” Aye Min Tun said
following the release of the statement on Monday.

Myanmar Now has been unable to independently confirm either account of the incident.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/detained-chief-ministers-former-aide-accused-of-
masterminding-terrorist-attack-in-kyaiktiyo

Around 24 Myanmar Regime Troops Killed in Week: Arakan Army Claims
By THE IRRAWADDY | 2 November 2022

An estimated 24 Myanmar regime troops were killed in Rakhine State in a week during clashes
with the Arakan Army (AA), the separatist group said on Tuesday.

At least six civilians were killed and 21 others injured in October in regime shelling.

On Monday, a two-hour clash broke out near Thayargone village in Maungdaw Township when
Light Infantry Battalion 201 troops entered AA territory, the resistance group said.

Junta weapons and ammunition seized by the
Arakan Army seized in Maungdaw Township on
Monday. / AA

The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the
reports.

Three soldiers were killed and 10 others injured and
weapons, ammunition and other equipment were seized, the AA claimed.

On Monday junta outposts in Paletwa Township in neighboring Chin State randomly shelled
villagers.
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Regime troops also bombarded civilians in Kyauktaw and Buthidaung townships without being
attacked by the AA on Sunday.

On Saturday clashes broke out in Kyauktaw, Mrauk-U and Paletwa townships after the AA
attacked regime bases.

The AA claimed to have killed five Light Infantry Battalion 374 soldiers and injured others in
Kyauktaw Township on Sunday.

Regime forces shelled nearby Yote Tha village and targeted its monastery with drones.
On Sunday Buthidaung Township was attacked with shells following fighting on Saturday.

On Saturday, junta forces and drones bombarded civilians in Kyauktaw and Paletwa townships
without provocation.

Fighting between regime forces and the AA broke out in Buthedaung Township on Friday with
an estimated 11 regime deaths and more than 15 injuries alongside resistance casualties, the
AA claimed.

Four junta solders were killed and weapons and ammunition seized in Rathedaung Township
last Wednesday.

From August to October around 13 civilians were killed and more than 40 others injured in
Rakhine State by the regime, according to media reports.

Fighting has broken out across Rakhine State since November last year when an informal
ceasefire between the junta and the armed group broke down.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/around-24-myanmar-regime-troops-
killed-in-week-arakan-army-claims.html

Lieutenant Colonel Among 56 Myanmar Junta Soldiers Killed in Week of Clashes With
Resistance

By THE IRRAWADDY | 2 November 2022

A military battalion commander was among 56 regime forces killed during a number of clashes
with People’s Defense Force groups (PDFs) and ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) across the
country in the last seven days.

A PDF fighter was also killed.

Incidents were reported in Mandalay, Magwe and Sagaing regions and Rakhine and Karen
states.
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The Irrawaddy has rounded up the following reports of significant clashes between regime
forces and resistance groups comprising PDFs and EAOs.

Some military casualty figures could not be independently verified.
Five junta soldiers including battalion commander killed in Magwe

Resistance fighters of Yaw Defense Force-Tilin / YDF-
Tilin

At least five regime soldiers including a lieutenant
colonel serving as a battalion commander were
reportedly killed and four injured in Tilin Township,
Magwe Region on Tuesday when Yaw Defense Force-

Tilin ambushed a military detachment of 150 soldiers
and Pyu Saw Htee pro-regime militia members.

The detachrmeht was cornductingra raid on Par Myin Village after torching 16 houses in nearby
Kyarkhae Village when it was ambushed by resistance fighters.

All resistance fighters escaped from the area despite regime forces’ attempts to arrest them,
the group said.

Citing military informants, the PDF group claimed the battalion commander died later after
suffering injuries to his waist.

The commander’s death prompted the military detachment to retreat to the town of Tilin that
evening.

Regime forces killed, injured by PDF time bombs in Magwe

A military checkpoint after being bombed by a PDF
group in Salin Township, Magwe Region in August last
year. /CJ

At least two regime forces were killed and nine others
injured in Salin Township, Magwe Region on Tuesday
when PDF-Western Region used two C4 time bombs to
attack a regime checkpoint at a junction in the
township, the PDF group said.

Two regime motorbikes were damaged in the attack.

Junta forces at the checkpoint are notorious for extortion and rude treatment of civilians, the
PDF group said.

Three junta police killed in PDF urban attack in Mandalay
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A prisoner transport vehicle after being bombed by a PDF group
in Maharaungmyay Township, Mandalay on Tuesday. / CJ

Three junta police including a female police captain were
reportedly killed in Maharaungmyay Township in the city of
Mandalay on Tuesday morning when PDF fighters threw a
bomb into the driver’s cabin of a prison transport vehicle near a
police station, claimed Mandalay-PDF, which conducted the

attack.

On the same day, combined urban resistance groups used a cluster of three land mines to
ambush a regime convoy of three vehicles in Aungmyaythazan Township in the city, said
Generation Z Power, which joined the attack.

Many regime forces are believed to have been killed as two vehicles were stopped and junta
forces’ cries were heard from the vehicles, the PDF group said.

PDF fighter killed in clash in Karen

Resistance fighters of Lion Battalion Commando (LBC) in Karen
State. / LBC

A resistance fighter was killed and two others injured during an

intense clash with regime forces trying to enter the town of

‘ 2 Kawkareik in Karen State on Tuesday afternoon, according to
ESaaS PDF groups.

A fierce, five-hour clash brke out outside the town when the Karen National Liberation Army
(KNLA) and allied PDF groups based around Kawkareik attacked a large number of regime forces
attempting to raid the town.

After suffering casualties, the regime forces retreated from the area. Details of the military
casualties were unknown, said the PDF group Lion Battalion Commando, which was involved in
the clash.

24 regime soldiers killed in clashes with AA in Rakhine

Regime weapons and ammunition seized by the Arakan
Army during recent clashes with junta troops in Rakhine
State. / AA

Around 24 Myanmar military soldiers were killed and
many others injured during clashes with the Arakan
Army (AA) in several townships in Rakhine State over

the past week, the AA said on Tuesday.
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Clashes were reported in Buthedaung, Rathedaung, Kyauktaw and Mrauk-U townships and
Paletwa Township in neighboring Chin State.

Regime bases in the area also shelled civilian villages without provocation, the AA said.
Five junta soldiers killed or injured in Sagaing

Five regime troops are believed to have been killed or injured in Kanbalu Township, Sagaing
Region on Monday when local resistance groups used land mines to ambush junta soldiers
raiding a series of villages in the township, according to one of the resistance organizations,
Kotaungbo Revolution.

The regime forces escaped the first mine ambush near Kaine Ma Village, but were hit by
additional land mines while they were leaving Pauk Kone Village in the township.

After being ambushed, the surviving military troops took five soldiers who were killed or injured
in a vehicle to Kotaungbo Village, where junta forces have been stationed for several months,
the resistance group said.

Five junta soldiers killed in Sagaing

Five regime soldiers were reportedly killed in Shwebo Township, Sagaing Region early on
Tuesday morning when six PDF groups jointly attacked regime forces stationed in Kawt Village
in the township using 40-mm and 60-mm mortar shells, said Nay Satkyar PDF group, which
joined the attack.

Regime forces responded with small arms fire but all PDF fighters escaped from the area
without any casualties.

On Oct. 27 and 28, another four regime soldiers were killed when combined resistance groups
attacked and ambushed junta forces stationed in Kawt Village, the PDF group said.

Five regime forces killed by PDF shelling in Sagaing

Five regime forces were reportedly killed in Monywa Township, Sagaing Region on Sunday
when at least seven local PDF groups used improvised mortar shells to attack a police station
and newly built junta prison near Tharsi Village, claimed the One Star PDF group, which was
involved in the attack.

Five regime forces killed in PDF raid on junta camp in Sagaing

Five regime forces were killed in Mingin Township, Sagaing Region early on Tuesday when two
battalions of the Student Revolutionary Force raided a military camp in the pro-regime village
of Thay Mathout, said the PDF group.

The group seized three weapons during the raid.
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Three weapons seized by the Student Revolutionary Force
during a raid on a junta camp in Mingin Township on
Tuesday. / TRF

During the 30-minute clash, two PDF fighters suffered injuries,
the group said.

ST BY Vo Two soldiers killed in PDF drone strike in Sagaing
o[ d

. w.m BN / blast occurs near a tree after a PDF done drops an improvised
Tl : bomb on regime targets in Myinmu Township. / Zero Guerrilla
? Force-Myingyan District

Zero Guerrilla Force-Myingyan District from Mandalay Region
claimed to have killed two regime soldiers and injured six
others in neighboring Myinmu Township, Sagaing Region on Tuesday when they used a drone
to drop a bomb on regime forces in Htee Saung Village.

Aerial video taken by the PDF shows a blast occurring near a tree after a drone drops an
improvised bomb.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/lieutenant-colonel-among-56-
myanmar-junta-soldiers-killed-in-week-of-clashes-with-resistance.html

Myanmar Junta Has Killed Over 2,400 Civilians Since Coup: AAPP
By THE IRRAWADDY | 2 November 2022

A total of 2,404 civilians have been killed by Myanmar regime forces in the 18 months since the
coup in February last year, with the resistance stronghold of Sagaing Region suffering the
highest death toll, according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP).

Total Killed B [nits latest report on regime killings, arrests and

' detentions as of October 31, AAPP records that
12.2 percent or 291 of those killed were women
and 10.1 percent or 243 were children, of the total
death toll since the coup, 742 (about 31 percent)
were killed in detention by junta forces or officials
in interrogation centers, in prisons, or in military
barracks.

Region with most killings

AAPP said Sagaing Region, a hotbed of resistance, saw the highest number of victims killed by
military and pro-military groups.
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Nearly 1,000 civilians and pro-democracy activists were killed by military and pro-junta Pyu Saw
Htee militia in Sagaing Region, where regime forces are launching combined infantry and aerial
attacks.

The region also ranked highest for the number of children killed, with nearly 80 child victims
since the coup. Neighboring Mandalay Region ranks second about two-dozen children killed.

Children in Sagaing Region are frequently killed in brutal junta artillery and air strikes.
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Arrests and detentions

A total of 16,016 civilians and pro-democracy activists have been arrested since the military
seized power, with 12,806 in detention as of October 31, AAPP said.

About 30 percent or 3,349 of those detained are women, while 2.9 percent or 465 are children.
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A total of 459 civilians have been taken hostage by junta forces after they were unable to find
pro-democracy activists.

Most of these were arrested in Yangon, which is seeing frequent anti-junta protests and attacks
on regime-controlled offices.
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Number of Myanmar Children Made Homeless Under Junta Passes Half a Million
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 2 November 2022

The number of children in Myanmar forced to flee their homes to escape violence since last
year’s coup has reached 520,000, according to Save the Children.

More than 1.4 million people have been displaced by conflict in Myanmar — including over half
a million children — with 1.1 million forced to flee since the military takeover and crackdown in
February 2021, said Save the Children in a statement released yesterday.

The organization said the figures do not include half a million Rohingya children who have been
living in camps in neighboring Bangladesh for more than five years.

“People don’t just take the decision to leave their homes lightly — this rapid escalation in
children having to flee is down to the very real everyday threats to their lives from fighting in
Myanmar,” said Olivier Franchi, Save the Children’s Asia Programmes Director.

Myanmar people living in displacement camps are reliant on donations from local charity
groups and humanitarian aid organisations to survive. However, roadblocks and ever-tightening
restrictions on transport and aid mean that access is often inconsistent, Save the Children said.
Those in desperate need are being denied humanitarian aid as a result, it added.

Nearly two years after the coup, children’s lives remain under daily threat, the children’s aid
group said.

In September, 11 children were killed and another 17 injured in a regime airstrike on a school in
Sagaing Region. Last month, two children were killed and one severely injured by an explosion
on their way home from school in Chin State. Rights group Assistance Association for Political
Prisoners- Burma (AAPP) said in its latest report that 243 children have been killed since the

coup.

Most of the internally displaced persons (IDPs) are in Kayah and Karen states and Sagaing
Region. Many displaced families in Myanmar are living in makeshift shelters in the jungle and
are vulnerable to hunger, illness, trafficking and exploitation.

The number of IDPs in Karen State surpassed 300,000 and included 100,000 children in
October, according to the Karen Human Rights Group.

Kayah State has over 150,000 IDPs, 35 percent of whom are children aged under 18, according
to data from the Karenni Human Rights Group.
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Myanmar Tycoons Do Junta Bidding Amid Threat of Arrest
By THE IRRAWADDY | 2 November 2022

Some business owners who prospered under previous military regimes have fallen from favor
under Myanmar’s current junta with some cronies detained after the February 2021 coup.

Of Myanmar’s top-five cronies, two were deemed too close to ousted State Counselor Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi and were questioned for a few days.

Several tycoons amassed fortune under the previous military regime, exploiting their ties with
Senior General Than Shwe, Vice Senior General Maung Aye, General Khin Nyunt, General Tin
Aung Myint Oo and General Shwe Mann and other generals.

Junta witness

U Maung Weik

The first crony who was detained after the coup was
Maung Weik, the owner of Sae Paing Construction Co.

.

-
v7

L

: f Maung Weik was sentenced to 15 years in prison in 2008
X I : under the previous military regime for drug trafficking and
was released in 2014 under U Thein Sein’s quasi-civilian government.

SN

I

He was a key prosecution witness in a corruption case against Daw Aung San Suu Kyi over
donations made to her Daw Khin Kyi Foundation and other National League for Democracy
(NLD) ministers.

The foundation is a charity headed by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and named after her mother.

After his release from prison, Maung Weik offered substantial support to the NLD following its
victory in the 2015 general election. He was known to have close ties with Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi and her Yangon Region chief minister U Phyo Min Thein.

Sae Paing won contracts for projects in Yangon, Mandalay and other cities, including the
construction of staff quarters at the Hline campus of Yangon University.

He generously contributed to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s humanitarian assistance and
rehabilitation programs in conflict-torn Rakhine State and Covid quarantine centers.

He had close ties with generals, especially powerful spy chief General Khin Nyunt under U Than
Shwe’s regime but lost his access after the general was purged.
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Business sources said the generals have been using Maung Weik to discredit Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi and her NLD cabinet, which took a tough line on bribery and corruption while in office.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi worked with several cronies regardless of their murky past and she said
they played an important development role under her government.

Snubbed cronies

U Chit Khine

The junta arrested two of Myanmar’s top 10 cronies,
Eden Group of Companies chairman U Chit Khine and
Zaykabar Co. chairman U Khin Shwe, in March and April
this year.

The regime has also opened cases against their sons. The arrests sent shockwaves through
business leaders associated with previous regimes.

U Chit Khine was detained for allegedly squandering state funds through the Tigyit power plant
joint venture for the Electric Power Generation Enterprise under the NLD.

Many observers believe he was arrested for his links to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and the NLD. U
Chit Khine was a member of the NLD and spent time in prison in the 1990s under military rule.

The Eden Group is one of Myanmar’s largest conglomerates with construction, hospitality and
oil and gas operations.

U Chit Khine also runs the Myanmar Apex Bank and Denko Trading, which operates gas stations
and an industrial oil storage depot in Yangon.

His brother-in-law, Major General Hla Oo, helped U Chit Khine establish ties with ex-military
dictator Than Shwe, his deputy Maung Aye, and General Khin Nyunt, which enabled him to win
lucrative contracts. He maintained close ties with former generals under U Thein Sein’s
administration.

“The military went off U Chit Khine and [AYA Bank owner] U Zaw Zaw as the two were close to
the NLD. It charged U Chit Khine because the generals think he has backed the NLD since the
coup,” a source close to U Chit Khine told The Irrawaddy.

The prosecution of U Chit Khine and his son was believed to be a warning to other business
owners who oppose the regime, he said.

“U Zaw Zaw has resumed visits to Min Aung Hlaing’s house. The regime wants to show that
business owners can’t distance themselves from it,” he added.
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U Khin Shwe and his son Zay Thiha were detained in connection with a failed building
development on military-owned land in Yangon. The project was shut down in 2018 after U
Khin Shwe allegedly breached a memorandum of understanding signed with the military.

U Khin Shwe

U Khin Shwe’s daughter is married to the son of former
general and parliament speaker Thura Shwe Mann.

U Shwe Mann was called a traitor by the military due to his
close ties with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi after he was purged as
. the chairman of the military’s proxy Union Solidarity and
Development Party in a power struggle with then President U Thein Sein.

The prosecution of U Khin Shwe was widely viewed as a warning to U Shwe Mann who
established his own political party, the Union Betterment Party, and contested the 2020 general
election.

Since the coup, U Shwe Mann’s two sons, U Aung Thet Mann and U Toe Naing Mann, have been
living abroad. And U Shwe Mann announced in October that he had dissolved his party.

IGE Groups of Companies, owned by brothers U Nay Aung and U Pyay Aung, was denied the
chance to buy Norwegian telecom operator Telenor’s operations in Myanmar.

The operation was sold to a joint venture with Shwe Byain Phyu (SBP), owned by military-
linked U Thein Win Zaw, taking an 80 percent share.

Min Aung Hlaing’s daughter, Khin Thiri Thet Mon has invested in SBP.

U Nay Aung and U Pyay Aung are the sons of late industry minister Aung Than who was a
notoriously corrupt member of Than Shwe’s regime. Their brother, Admiral Moe Aung, is the
current naval chief.

“IGE has been snubbed and the brothers are trying to distance themselves from the generals.
They fear more western sanctions,” said a business source in Yangon.

New generation

Business owners with reported links to Kanbawza Group of Companies chairman U Aung Ko
Win, who is arguably Myanmar’s most influential crony, have emerged as a new generation
under the current regime.

They are known as frontmen because they provide cover for the generals. Among them are
Shwe Byain Phyu Co. chairman U Thein Win Zaw, hotelier U Aung Myo Min Din, 24 Hour Co.
chairman U Aung Aung Zaw, Sky One Construction chairman U Maung Maung Naing, Ayeyar
Hinthar Group of Companies chairman U Zaw Win Shein, U Soe Naing and U Soe Hlaing of
Strong Source Co and U Aung Myo Hein of Authentic Co.
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“Generals force businesses to work for them. In the past, the generals normally proposed but
did not issue orders. Today, the generals make orders because they fear tycoons may ask for
favors in return,” said an energy source.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/myanmar-tycoons-do-junta-bidding-amid-
threat-of-arrest.html
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