PEACE Info (October 25, 2022)

Myanmar Junta’s Village Militias ‘Committing Atrocities’ in Resistance Strongholds

Myanmar junta forces kill, burn 10 in southern Sagaing village

Junta uses air power to stop resistance from seizing police station near Magway-Sagaing border
Jet Fighters Attack Villages Along Sagaing and Kachin Border

Regime Bombs KIA On Lung Ja Bum Mountain

Air strikes cause heavy casualties on the eve of 62nd KIO founding anniversary at KIA Brigade-9 in
Hpakant

Myanmar military bombs Kachin music concert, killing dozens including civilians, performers and
KIA officers

Ethnic Group Says Myanmar Air Attack Kills 80 at Celebration

Myanmar Junta’s Deadly Airstrike on Kachin Concert a War Crime: KIA

Following Deadly Airstrike, Ethnic Armed Groups Call for Unified Fight Against Myanmar Junta
Myanmar Junta Forces Prevent Air Strike Victims From Going to Hospitals

Myanmar junta seals off roads after hitting crowded concert with airstrike

Military says air strike on KIA Brigade-9 is just counter-attack that killed KIA officers, PDF
members

Myanmar regime denies killing civilians in airstrikes on Kachin festival

HRW: Myanmar junta’s Kachin concert airstrike violates laws of war

Australian MP calls for ‘immediate’ sanctions against Myanmar following junta massacre of
Kachin State civilians

Myanmar army artillery fire in Karenni State hits shelter housing displaced family

Junta withdraws from multiple bases after battle with Karen resistance

Over 300,000 IDPs and armed conflicts in KNU regions

Thousands Displaced By Junta Shelling In Mon State

Rohingya Look on Arakan Army as Saviours in Fight With Myanmar’s Junta

Myanmar junta strips Rohingya of ownership of land they were forced to fleein 2017

Junta Steps Up Atrocities Against Civilians While Losing Dozens of Personnel in Resistance
Attacks

Has the Coup dealt a fatal blow to NCA? Analyzing the ups and downs of NCA's 7-year journey
Myanmar Junta Police Chief Demands International Action Against Opponents
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Myanmar Junta’s Village Militias ‘Committing Atrocities’ in Resistance Strongholds

By YUZANA | 24 October 2022

The winter bean season has arrived in Sagaing Region and U Maung Sein should be busy sowing
seeds. But the fields are lying quiet and empty around his village of Kone Maw in Mingin
Township, Sagaing, a stronghold of the anti-coup armed resistance movement. The 53-year-old
farmer had sowed and reaped here all his life until last year. But he and fellow villagers no
longer dare to farm after the pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia from nearby Kyaw village began
shelling their fields regularly.

Kyat Sue Eaing village in Pauk Township after being
torched by pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia on
September 26. /Spring Revolution (Myaing)

“This year we can’t even plant monsoon beans and
winter beans because we are afraid of them,” U Maung
Sein said, referring to the Pyu Saw Htee.

There are more than 40 hectares (100 acres) of land
between the villages of Kone Maw and Kyaw. Normally,
Kone Maw residents use them to grow different types of beans, a cash crop for people in the
region.

Now, not only are they prevented from farming, but they must also take shelter in the forest to
escape Pyu Saw Htee attacks.

Kone Maw is located in the west of Mingin township, home to Kyaw village and two other
active pro-junta militia villages.

Kone Maw was a small village of just 97 houses, before half of its homes were burnt down by
Pyu Saw Htee and junta troops on June 13. U Maung Sein lost his two-story house in the raid.
After junta troops retreated, he returned along with other villagers to find his home reduced to
a smoking pile of ash.

“There are no words to express my emotions,” U Maung Sein muttered.

Junta troops accompanied by Pyu Saw Htee militia raided Kone Maw village again on
September 3 afternoon, injuring three villagers including the 6-year-old daughter of a teacher
from the civil disobedience movement (CDM). Also injured in the raid was the teacher’s
husband, whose right leg was broken by a bullet.

U Maung Sein said he and other residents ran as the raiders sprayed the village with gunfire.
“They opened fire as if they were attacking an enemy camp,” he recalled of the raid.

Pyu Saw Htee terror campaign
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Kone Maw is one among many villages around the country being destroyed by the junta-backed
Pyu Saw Htee. Mainly formed with pro-junta civilians last year to help the regime clear
resistance hotbeds, Pyu Saw Htee’s thuggish members have become accomplices in killing
innocent civilians and looting their property. Pyu Saw Htee members are locals and therefore
useful to regime troops for their knowledge about the local terrain and who’s who in the
community.

Myanmar’s junta has provided military training and weapons to hundreds of supporters,
members of the military-backed Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) and former
soldiers in cities across the country since the civilian National Unity Government (NUG)
declared a war of resistance on Sept. 7, 2021. The resulting militia groups are generally known
as Pyu Saw Htee among the people.

Meanwhile, pro-junta monks have been forming militias in the resistance stronghold of Sagaing
Region to counter anti-regime People’s Defense Forces (PDFs). Led by influential monk U
Wasawa from the ultranationalist Association for Protection of Race and Religion, better known
by its Burmese acronym Ma Ba Tha, monks have been rallying villagers to support military rule
in Sagaing.

U Wasawa seen at a Pyu Saw Htee militia training
camp in Kantbalu township on October 15.

“It has got worse in the area since February this year
because of Wasawa and his followers,” a member of
the Infinity group told The Irrawaddy.

Infinity is a local information network that broke the
news of junta atrocities in Kyunhla, Kantbalu and Taze

Townships in Sagaing.

Junta spokesman Major General Zaw Min Tun told press early this year that the regime had
formed people’s militias in villages where PDFs are demanding allegiance from residents but
insisted it had not armed them.

However, in August the regime provided weapons to pro-regime militia groups in the resistance
strongholds of Mandalay, Magwe and Sagaing regions.

Though the exact number of Pyu Saw Htee villages in Myanmar is not known, they have
mushroomed in the anti-junta strongholds of Sagaing and Magway regions.

Pyu Saw Htee militia have sprung up in at least 12 of the 34 townships in Sagaing, according to
local People’s Defense Forces.

Data compiled by the Irrawaddy shows more than 50 Pyu Saw Htee villages in six Sagaing
townships — Mingin, Kani, Kyun Hla, Kantbalu, Yinmabin and Pale. Kantbalu and Mingin are
home to the most Pyu Saw Htee villages, with about 20 each.
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-forms-and-arms-pro-junta-militias-in-resistance-strongholds.html

Villages torched

Ohbo village in Myaing township after being torched by
Pyu Saw Htee militia on September 5. / Spring
Revolution (Myaing)

Nearly 20,000 civilians from 53 villages in Sagaing have
been forced to flee their homes by the Pyu Saw Htee
attacks since last year.

Pyu Saw Htee militia torched around 900 houses in 18
villages in Taze township. They also burnt down around 250 houses in Kantbalu township,
according to Infinity group. These attacks were attributed exclusively to the pro-junta militia.

Pyu Saw Htee members use various vehicles to loot the property of villagers before torching
their houses. They also target homes belonging to supporters of the National League for
Democracy (NLD) and CDM.

“They try to force villagers to join their training by threatening to burn down the village,” said
an Infinity group member who is also a resident of Kantbalu.

Civilians from neighboring Magway Region also live in fear of the Pyu Saw Htee.

Kanni, a notorious Pyu Saw Htee village in southern Magway’s Myaing Township, has been
home to regime troops since last year. Pyu Saw Htee leaders and junta troops from Kanni have
raided and torched over 100 houses in nearby villages. Among them is Kone Balu, where two
villagers were brutally killed by Pyu Saw Htee members earlier this year, residents said.

Junta troops are using Kanni as a base for artillery strikes on nearby villages, shelling even at
night. As a result, the civilian population are having to flee their homes for the relative safety of
the forest.

“As they are the closest enemy to us, we are quite afraid of them,” said Ko Than Myint, an Oh
Bo villager in Myaing Township.

There are more than 20 Pyu Saw Htee villages in four townships of Magway region, according
to data compiled by The Irrawaddy. Pyu Saw Htee attacks in Myaing and nearby Yesagyo
Township have forced around 10,000 civilians to flee by since last year.

Pyu Saw Htee militia in Sagaing Region are more brutal than in Magway Region, Ko Nway Oo, a
founder of the Civil Defense and Security Organization Myaung, Sagaing told The Irrawaddy.

“When they arrest someone, they interrogate them and then kill them. Their only objective is
to kill,” Ko Nway Oo said of Pyu Saw Htee militias’ attitude to resistance fighters and civilians.

When regime troops raid a village, Pyu Saw Htee members reportedly take advantage by
looting everything from cattle to motorbikes to solar panels as villagers flee.
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“The destruction caused by Pyu Saw Htee is even worse than that of Sit -Khwe [military dogs],”
said Ko Nway Oo, referring to junta soldiers.

Disgust for local thugs with guns

Ko Than Myint and U Maung Sein harbor hatred and disgust towards the Pyu Saw Htee because
they kill fellow civilians.

“They are a group of thugs relying only on the power of the gun,” said Ko Than Myint.

Despite the Pyu Saw Htee’s allegiance with regime troops, relatives of militia members who live
in other villages have also fallen victim to junta raids.

“They should realize the truth that their relatives’ property is also being destroyed by junta
troops. They should scrutinize themselves,” a member of Infinity told The Irrawaddy.

Despite their atrocities, Pyu Saw Htee members who change their minds and defect are always
welcomed by local resistance forces, who consider them as fellow civilians, Ko Nway Oo told
The Irrawaddy.

However, the number of Pyu Saw Htee defectors reportedly remains low.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-juntas-village-militias-committing-
atrocities-in-resistance-strongholds.html

Myanmar junta forces kill, burn 10 in southern Sagaing village

Nine of the victims were members of a local resistance group killed in a pre-dawn raid in
Yinmabin Township

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Oct 24, 2022

(Right) Burned bodies found in Shwe Hlan on October 21
(Supplied)

The charred remains of nine resistance fighters and one
unidentified civilian were found in a village in Sagaing
Region’s Yinmabin Township on Friday, according to local
sources.

The bodies were discovered in the village of Shwe Hlan,
which had been raided by around 100 regime forces the day before, the sources said.

“A total of 10 people were killed and their bodies were thrown into a house that was then set
on fire,” said Lone Yat, a member of a local defence force.
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In statement released on Saturday, an anti-regime group called the Aung San Generation said
that nine of the victims belonged to two of the group’s battalions—eight from its Monywa
District Battalion 13 and one from Pakokku District Battalion 2.

All nine were in their early 20s, the group said. Two other members were wounded, and two
have gone missing, according to the statement.

No information was available about the civilian who was killed.

According to a member of a people’s defence team who did not want to be identified, the raid
began at around 5am and took the resistance fighters completely by surprise.

“We had people guarding the area, but some of them were asleep when the military arrived. It
was very early, so many local civilians were also trapped,” he said.

At least eight houses were torched in the village, he added. Locals estimated that the raid
caused around 60m kyat ($29,000) in damage and loss of property.

Two helicopters were used to take the regime forces out of the village on Friday evening,
according to Lone Nat.

There were also reports that the troops that attacked Shwe Hlan also robbed and killed two
civilians—a pregnant woman and an elderly person—the day before.

Before raiding Shwe Hlan, the military column also carried out multiple air and ground attacks
on Yin Paung Taing, a large village located in the same area, locals said.

Two defence team members who attempted to attack the regime forces with explosives as they
left Yin Paung Taing were reportedly tortured and decapitated after being captured.

According to unconfirmed reports, 19 civilians, including two children aged 10 and 17, were
killed in the village over the course of three days.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-forces-kill-burn-10-in-southern-
sagaing-village

Junta uses air power to stop resistance from seizing police station near Magway-Sagaing
border

A coalition of local anti-junta defence forces breaches the perimeter of the Linkataw police
station, but Myanmar army airstrikes force them to retreat

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Oct 24, 2022

The Myanmar military responded to a resistance attack on a police station in Myaing Township
in Magway Region with airstrikes last week.

Page 7 of 98


https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-forces-kill-burn-10-in-southern-sagaing-village
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-forces-kill-burn-10-in-southern-sagaing-village
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-uses-air-power-to-stop-resistance-from-seizing-police-station-near-magway-sagaing-border
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-uses-air-power-to-stop-resistance-from-seizing-police-station-near-magway-sagaing-border
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/9068

Members of an alliance of local defence teams from
Sagaing’s Salingyi Township, and Yesagyo and Myaing
townships in Magway (Supplied)

An alliance of local anti-junta defence forces from the
surrounding townships launched an hours-long ambush
on the compound on October 21. The site is
strategically located 16 miles outside of Myaing town in
Linkataw village, near where Magway’s Myaing and
Yesagyo townships meet Salingyi and Pale in Sagaing.

The clash started at around noon and lasted until 6:30pm, according to groups who took partin
the battle. Some 50 police personnel were in the compound at the time, and while the
resistance coalition was able to breach the station’s perimeters, a MI-35 fighter jet bombed the
surrounding area and fired machine guns at close range to repel their advances.

Cross, an officer from the second battalion of the Myaing People’s Defence Force (PDF), said
that “this was the first ever clash in which we were made to face airstrikes.”

A leader of the Yesagyo PDF, Wai Gyi, confirmed that the resistance coalition fought to
maintain their positions during the 40-minute assault from above.

“Two hours into the battle, we already had the upper hand and some of us had already gone
inside the police station. However, we were forced to take cover and fire back when the junta
aircraft came,” Wai Gyi told Myanmar Now.

He explained that while the allied forces attempted to resume the attack after the first jet had
left, they were forced to withdraw after receiving intel that five more junta aircraft were
headed to the area from neighbouring Sagaing Region.

“We had already overrun three out of the four total bunkers at the station. We were breaking

down the fences and setting fire to the fourth bunker when another MI-35 aircraft arrived and
started firing machine guns,” Cross said. “Most of the airstrikes were aimed at the edges of the
woods near the village as they thought we were withdrawing.”

The resistance forces did in fact withdraw that evening, he added, fearing that in the dark, they
could “risk mistaking our own troops for [the junta’s].”

He claimed that the defence forces suffered no casualties, but estimated that around seven
junta personnel were killed, and dozens more wounded by explosive devices set by the
resistance before the retreat. He also said that he heard police officers yelling to one another
that the station head, who phoned in support from the military, had been shot.

“His voice was shaking as he was calling them to send air force reinforcements for the second
time,” he said.
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Allied resistance forces first attacked the Linkataw police station in late January. At that time,
11 buildings were torched and at least nine weapons seized. Some 13 family members of police
personnel who were initially captured were later released.

The defence teams who led the October 21 attack also jointly ambushed another police station
in Kyar Tat village, Pale Township, earlier this month.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-uses-air-power-to-stop-resistance-from-
seizing-police-station-near-magway-sagaing-border

Jet Fighters Attack Villages Along Sagaing and Kachin Border

25th October 2022

Indaw-Namsi Aung

Regime airstrikes against armed groups resisting its rule
have increased in Indaw, Banmauk, and Htigyaing
townships, while the regime is carrying out its offensive in
Sagaing Region on the border with Kachin State.

Last year, the junta has carried out only one airstrike on
them, a People’s Defence Force (PDF) officer, who requested anonymity, told KNG. On 18
October, the Burma Army (BA) destroyed four houses in Inpin and Aung Kon in an air strike, he
said, and in Nan Tha, three houses and a grocery shop were destroyed on 20 October. The
officer said there were also civilian casualties, but the numbers couldn’t be confirmed at press
time

From 4 to 11 October, fighting broke out in Banmauk Township between the PDF and the BA, in
which the groups said six resistance fighters were killed and some regime soldiers died. The
Banmauk Revolution group reported that BA jet fighters air bombed the hospital and medical’s
residence in Kyaung Le village in the township at around 1pm on 21 October.

The junta seems to be following a new strategy of attacking first before sending ground troops,
whereas it used to attack resistance groups after they suffered casualties, said another PDF
soldier who also requested anonymity.

“They dropped bombs on Nan Tha village before about 50 soldiers from BA arrived in the
village.”

During the recent attacks in Sagaing, the regime is also increasing its reliance on transport
helicopters to bring troops, weapons and rations to the area. The aim is to drive out the rebel
groups, which have claimed the lives of many junta soldiers since last year’s coup.
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The Kachin Independence Army’s Brigade 8 and 9 also patrol the borders of Kachin State and
Sagaing Region with the PDFs, and clashes with the regime are frequent.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/10/25/jet-fighters-attack-villages-along-sagaing-and-kachin-
border/

Regime Bombs KIA On Lung Ja Bum Mountain

25th October 2022

Regime Bombs KIA On Lung Ja Bum Mountain

For three days, regime jet fighters shelled Kachin Independence
Army (KIA) positions on Lung Ja Bum Mountain near Momauk
after a Burma Army (BA) commander and five soldiers perished
after stepping on a concealed landmine buried there.

A Momauk local has told KNG that three BA columns of 150
soldiers from Bhamo were scaling the mountain when they detonated the hidden explosive
device at 8am on 22 October. By 11am the jet fighters were bombing the KIA and People’s
Defence Force (PDF) camp on the mountain in Kachin State.

Eyewitnesses saw the regime truck their fallen soldiers back to Bhamo the same day at noon
time.

“Both jet fighters and combat helicopters sporadically attacked the mountain. And they also
shelled it with artillery,” another local from Momauk told KNG, who also requested
confidentiality for fear of reprisals.

More than 800 people from Wawang, Lung Ja, Khun Ja and another village took shelter from
the airstrikes in Momauk. KNG is still trying to find out if any KIA and the PDF soldiers were
killed in the attacks.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/10/25/regime-bombs-kia-on-lung-ja-bum-mountain/

Air strikes cause heavy casualties on the eve of 62nd KIO founding anniversary at KIA Brigade-
9 in Hpakant

PUBLISHED 25 OCTOBER 2022

There were aerial bomb attacks as a preparatory ceremony for the 62nd founding anniversary
of the Kachin Independence Organization (KIO) took place at Kachin Independence Army (KIA)'s
Brigade-9 headquarters about two miles from Kanhsi village, Hpakant, Kachin State, on the
night of October 23, causing many deaths and injuries, according to local sources.
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Those helping with the post-incident measures said bombs were dropped from aircraft while a
concert was being staged in the training ground of KIA Brigade-9 at about 8.40 pm on October
23, and there might have been nearly 60 deaths.

Local residents said local businesspeople were also invited to the event.

“The invitation says the KIO’s founding anniversary will be celebrated on October 25. A lot of
people have been invited. Yesterday (October 23), a golf event was held in the evening and a
music concert was staged at night. As far as | know, singer Aung Ya Li and other female singers
died. KIA officers were killed. Many civilians also died. A lot others were wounded. We will
know exactly only if we are allowed to enter. There had been no fighting in Kanhsi in recent
days,” a local resident said.

Singer Aung Ya Li’s wife said: “I have learned only now from the news that my husband was
killed in the bombing. Many singers were at the event. | don’t know exactly yet.”

“When a ceremony to mark the eve of 62nd founding anniversary of KIO was held, air strikes
occurred. KIO’s anniversary is held yearly at KIA’s brigades. Now, we face unexpected air strikes
which inflicted many casualties,” said Spokesperson Colonel Naw Bu.

He added: “We can’t say exact number of deaths or injuries. However, the KIA officers, artists
and businesspersons as well as the men and youths who offered to work as volunteers during
the KIO’s celebration died during the air strikes. All Kachin nationals were very sad. Residents of
Kachin State and KIA/KIO offices flew the Kachin national flag at half-mast to mourn the lives
lost in the airstrike.

Images showing the death of singer Aung Ya Li and damaged buildings go viral on social media.

The military (Tatmadaw) announced that they carried out counter-attacks on the headquarters
of KIA’s Brigade-9.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/air-strikes-cause-heavy-casualties-on-the-eve-of-62nd-kio-
founding-anniversary-at-kia-brigade-9

Myanmar military bombs Kachin music concert, killing dozens including civilians, performers
and KIA officers

The KIA says the nighttime airstrikes were carried out by the junta to target civilians ‘on
purpose’ and constitute a war crime

Nyein Swe | Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Oct 24, 2022

Myanmar junta airstrikes on a music festival killed several dozen people in northern Myanmar’s
Kachin State on Sunday evening, according to media reports and a spokesperson from the
Kachin Independence Organisation (KIO).
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Fighter jets from the Myanmar air force drop bombs
on targets during 'Sin Phyu Shin' joint military
exercises in the Ayeyarwaddy Delta in February 2018
(EPA)

The festival was being held in honour of the 62nd
anniversary of the founding of the KIO, marked
officially on October 25. Sunday’s concert was held
at a site called A Nang Pa in jade-rich Hpakant
Township, an area under the control of Brigade 9 of the KIO’s armed wing, the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA), and just two miles from the village of Ginsi (Kan Hsee), according to
the Kachin News Group.

Three Myanmar military fighter jets dropped bombs on the location mid-way through the
festival at around 8:30pm, killing at least 50 people including four well-known Kachin artists,
and injuring many more. Footage of the area after the attack showed that structures in the area
had been levelled by the blasts, and debris, including machinery, vehicles and building
materials, scattered widely.

Also among the casualties were KIA officers who were attending the event, according to the
organisation’s spokesperson, Col Naw Bu. He said that the KIO was working to provide medical
treatment for those who were wounded.

“There was no fighting that had broken out between us and the military [in the area],” Col Naw
Bu told Myanmar Now on Monday afternoon, noting that it had been months since the last
clash in Hpakant.

“They bombed the event on purpose knowing that there were many civilians there. This is
inhumane and a war crime,” he said.

The Kachin News Group reported that around 100 people were injured and reportedly trapped
in Ginsi as Myanmar army troops restricted social welfare groups from accessing the site to
provide assistance.

A source within the Kachin Baptist Convention (KBC) speculated that the death toll may be
higher than initial estimates.

“It is very sad. Many of the victims were our fellow KBC Christians and they were just regular
civilians,” the source said.

One of the bombs reportedly detonated near the main stage while singer Aurai was performing,
killing him instantly. Other artists killed in the attack were singer Galau Yaw Lwi and a keyboard
player named Ko King. Actor Lahtaw Zau Ding was also reportedly among the casualties, but
Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify his death at the time of reporting.

At least nine Kachin entertainers were at the festival to perform.
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Left to right, singers Aurai and Galau Yaw Lwi,
who were reported as having been killed in
the military bombing on October 23, and and
actor Lahtaw Zau Ding whose condition is still
unknown at the time of reporting (Kachin
News Group)

The incident is the most lethal airstrike perpetrated by the junta on a KIA-controlled area since
the military coup in February last year.

Zay Thu Aung, a Myanmar air force captain who defected to the resistance after 17 years as a
military pilot, told Myanmar Now that the jets that attacked Hpakant on Sunday had come from
the Tada-U airport in Mandalay, and were likely Russian-made Yak-130 model aircraft.

“It is very possible that they used Yak-130s because that kind of jet can drop 500-pound bombs
or 1,100-pounds bombs at night,” he told Myanmar Now. “The military council will do whatever
it pleases... They only think about winning the war.”

Another air force officer who defected, Sgt Htet Naing Aung, who was stationed at an air base
in the Kachin State capital of Myitkyina, confirmed the likelihood that Yak-130 jets were used.

Zay Thu Aung estimated that the travel time by air from Tada-U to Hpakant would have been a
half-hour maximum, leaving little warning time.

Sources close to the KIA said that scouts for the resistance were aware that the aircraft had left
the Tada-U that evening, but that no one believed that they had set out to target the festival.

Phone and internet connections were cut off in Hpakant by the military soon after the coup.

The military has repeatedly accused the KIA, headquartered in Laiza along the Kachin-China
border, of playing a vital role in the ongoing anti-coup resistance movement by training, arming
and collaborating with People’s Defence Forces (PDFs) active in Sagaing; the region is highly
contested, and is connected to northern Kachin State through land routes.

On Monday morning, clashes broke out between the military and a joint force belonging to the
KIA and the PDFs near the town of Momauk, 200 miles southeast of Hpakant, in which the
junta’s forces employed jets and heavy artillery fire.

A 17-year ceasefire between the military and the KIA broke down in 2011 when fighting
resumed in Momauk.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-bombs-kachin-music-concert-
killing-dozens-including-civilians-performers-and
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Ethnic Group Says Myanmar Air Attack Kills 80 at Celebration

Associated Press

Debris is scattered around destroyed wooden structures
near Aung Bar Lay Village, Hpakant township, Kachin state
in Myanmar, Oct. 24, 2022.

BANGKOK — Airstrikes by Myanmar's military killed as
many as 80 people, including singers and musicians,
attending an anniversary celebration of the Kachin ethnic
minority's main political organization, members of the group and a rescue worker said Monday.

The reported attack comes three days before Southeast Asian foreign ministers are to hold a
special meeting in Indonesia to discuss widening violence in Myanmar.

The number of casualties at Sunday night's celebration by the Kachin Independence
Organization in the northern state of Kachin appeared to be the most in a single air attack since
the military seized power in February last year from the elected government of Aung San Suu
Kyi. Initial reports put the death toll at around 60, but later tallies raised it to about 80.

It was impossible to independently confirm details of the incident, though media sympathetic
to the Kachin posted videos showing what was said to be the attack's aftermath, with
splintered and flattened wooden structures.

The military government's information office confirmed in a statement late Monday that there
was an attack on what it described as the headquarters of the Kachin Independence Army's 9th
Brigade, calling it a "necessary operation" in response to "terrorist" acts carried out by the
Kachin group.

It called reports of a high death toll "rumors," and denied the military had bombed a concert
and that singers and audience members were among the dead.

The United Nations' office in Myanmar said in a statement that it was "deeply concerned and
saddened" by reports of the airstrikes.

"What would appear to be excessive and disproportionate use of force by security forces against
unarmed civilians is unacceptable, and those responsible must be held to account," it said.

Envoys representing Western embassies in Myanmar, including the United States, issued a joint
statement saying the attack underscores the military regime's "disregard for its obligation to
protect civilians and respect the principles and rules of international humanitarian law."

Myanmar has been wracked for decades by rebellions by ethnic minorities seeking autonomy,
but anti-government resistance increased markedly nationwide with the formation of an armed
pro-democracy movement opposing last year's military takeover.

Page 14 of 98


https://www.voanews.com/author/associated-press/j_-yt

The Kachin are one of the stronger ethnic rebel groups and are capable of manufacturing some
of their own armaments. They also have a loose alliance with the armed militias of the pro-
democracy forces that were formed in central Myanmar last year to fight army rule.

Sunday's celebration of the 62nd anniversary of the founding of the Kachin Independence
Organization, which included a concert, was held at a base also used for military training by the
Kachin Independence Army, the KIO's armed wing. It is located near Aung Bar Lay village in
Hpakant township, a remote mountainous area 950 kilometers north of Myanmar's biggest city,
Yangon.

Hpakant is the center of the world's biggest and most lucrative jade mining industry, from
which both the government and the rebels derive revenue.

As many as 80 people were killed and about 100 were injured in Sunday's attack on the first day
of a three-day celebration of the KIO's founding, a spokesperson for the Kachin Artists
Association told The Associated Press by phone. He said he first heard there had been 60
deaths but was later told by sources close to Kachin Independence Army officials that there had
been about 80 people had died.

He said military aircraft dropped four bombs on the celebration at about 8 p.m., according to
members of his group who were there. Between 300 and 500 people were in attendance, and a
Kachin singer and keyboard player were among the dead, said the spokesperson, who asked
not to be identified because he feared punishment by the authorities.

Those killed also included Kachin officers and soldiers, musicians and jade-mining business
owners and other civilians, he said. They also included at least 10 Kachin military and business
VIPs sitting in front of the stage, and cooks working backstage, he added.

The Kachin News Group, a media outlet sympathetic to the KIO, reported that an initial search
found 58 bodies and that government security forces had blocked the wounded from being
treated at hospitals in nearby towns. It reported later that more than 20 more bodies had been
recovered, bringing the death toll to about 80.

Colonel Naw Bu, a spokesperson for the Kachin Independence Army, said by phone that KIA
soldiers, musicians, businesspeople and villagers were among the dead, but he could not
confirm a casualty number due to communications problems. He said the deaths were a loss for
all Kachin people, and its group would fly the Kachin flag at half-staff.

An emergency services rescue worker who was in Hpakant and also asked for anonymity said he
saw three military aircraft making bombing runs over the celebration ground, just a few
kilometers away. He said he was barred by the KIO from entering the area but heard that more
than 60 people were killed, including a KIA brigade commander.

The Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, a nongovernmental organization that tracks
killings and arrests, said Friday that 2,377 civilians have died in crackdowns by the security
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forces since the army took power. Its figure, however, does not always include people killed in
military actions in the countryside.

"We fear this attack is part of a pattern of unlawful aerial attacks by the military which has
killed and injured civilians in areas controlled by armed groups," Amnesty International's
deputy regional director, Hana Young, said in a statement.

"The military has shown ruthless disregard for civilian lives in its escalating campaign against
opponents. It is difficult to believe the military did not know of a significant civilian presence at
the site of this attack. The military must immediately grant access to medics and humanitarian
assistance to those affected by these air strikes and other civilians in need," Young said.

Cambodia, the current chair of the Association of Southeast Asia Nations, said Sunday that the
group's foreign ministers will hold a special meeting in Indonesia this week to consider the
peace process for Myanmar. Myanmar's generals have all but shunned the group's previous
efforts.

"As officials and leaders from the Association of Southeast Asian Nations prepare to host high-
level meetings in the coming weeks, this attack highlights the need to overhaul the approach to
the crisis in Myanmar," Amnesty International said. "ASEAN has to step up and formulate a
more robust course of action so that military leaders end this escalating repression."

https://www.voanews.com/a/ethnic-group-says-myanmar-air-attack-kills-80-at-celebration-
/6804079.html

Myanmar Junta’s Deadly Airstrike on Kachin Concert a War Crime: KIA
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 24 October 2022

A junta airstrike that reportedly killed nearly 50 people celebrating the Kachin Independence
Organization’s anniversary (KIO) on Sunday night has been condemned as a war crime by the
Kachin Independence Army (KIA).

Three regime warplanes launched the strike on a music concert being held to mark the KIO’s
62nd anniversary at a village near Hpakant, Kachin State. The jet-fighters attacked Ginsi village,
located 3 kilometers from Hpakant in an area controlled by KIA Brigade 9.

Among those killed were high-ranking officials of the KIA and KIO, famous Kachin ethnic singers,
and civilians. The attack also left about 100 people injured.

Founded on Oct. 25, 1960, the KIO is a powerful Kachin political organization whose armed
wing, the KIA, has been fighting the Myanmar government and military for greater state
autonomy. Following the coup last year, the KIA has been launching military operations
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alongside anti-regime forces in Kachin State. The KIO refused to join the junta’s peace talks this
year, branding them illegitimate.

KIA/KIO spokesperson Colonel Naw Bu said that the regime knows full well that such
anniversaries are marked by large numbers of Kachin people and the airstrike was intended to
target civilian crowds.

“They were shooting at civilians, not at the enemy. This is an evil act, and this is a war crime.
We are grieving over the deaths of our people,” he said.

The KIA/KIO has not yet issued an official statement on the number of casualties but local
media outlets and residents report that nearly 50 people were killed in the strike.

Renowned Kachin singers Aurali and Galau Yaw Lwi were among those killed on the spot while
other Kachin ethnic celebrities were injured, according to locals. The KIA confirmed that the
commander of its Brigade 9 was also killed in the attack.

Residents of Kachin State and KIA/KIO offices flew the Kachin national flag at half-mast to
mourn the lives lost in the airstrike.

Colonel Naw Bu said the attack had slammed the door to peace between the KIA/KIO and the
Myanmar military.

“The hatred felt by the Kachin people for the military has just soared. The revolution will
therefore only get stronger. The Kachin people and KIA will redouble their efforts in the Spring
Revolution to uproot the military dictatorship,” Colonel Naw Bu told the Irrawaddy.

Captain Zay Thu Aung, an air force pilot who defected after the coup, told The Irrawaddy that
the jet-fighters responsible for the strike were probably either Yak-130s or MIG-29s as both are
capable of night-time attacks.

He said the jets were likely to be from Tada-U in Mandalay Region as this is the closest regime
airbase to Hpakant.

“At night, it would have taken them just 40 minutes maximum to get to the target,” he added.

On Monday, Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government (NUG) and its parliamentary wing,
the Committee Representing Pyihtaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH), condemned the attack and called on
the United Nations and the international community to take swift and effective action against
the junta.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-juntas-deadly-airstrike-on-kachin-concert-
a-war-crime-kia.html
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Following Deadly Airstrike, Ethnic Armed Groups Call for Unified Fight Against Myanmar
Junta

By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 October 2022

The Kachin Independence Organization (KIO) has vowed to convert its suffering over a deadly
regime airstrike into courage to escalate its battle against Myanmar’s junta, while its allies
called on other ethnic armed organizations to step up the fight.

KIO information officer Colonel Naw Bu confirmed to The Irrawaddy on Tuesday that civilians as
well as officials of KIO’s armed wing, the Kachin Independence Army (KIA), were among nearly
50 people killed on Sunday evening when junta warplanes attacked a music concert being held
to mark the KIO’s 62nd anniversary at a village near Hpakant, Kachin State. At least 55 were
injured in the attack and the death toll is expected to rise.

The KIO is a powerful Kachin political organization that has been fighting the Myanmar
government and military for greater state autonomy.

The KIO offered condolences for the victims on Tuesday, the organization’s 62nd anniversary,
saying only that “many civilians and KIA staff were killed.” Among the victims were prominent
musicians and businesspeople invited to the concert.

“We will turn this mournful event into revolutionary courage, accelerating efforts to topple the
military regime,” said a statement released by the KIO central committee.

The junta’s military confirmed on Tuesday it was responsible for the attack, calling it “necessary
action” against the KIA for collaborating with anti-regime resistance groups to attack regime
targets in Kachin State. The KIA has been launching military operations alongside People’s
Defense Forces (PDFs) in Kachin State since the coup last year.

The junta also claimed the airstrike targeted a KIA Brigade 9-controlled zone that should have
been off-limits to civilians. The KIO said the village attacked was not a KIA base, merely a rest
area with some shops.

The Northern Alliance military coalition warned all civilians to beware, as the regime’s actions
were worsening day by day, and called on the international community to take urgent action.
The alliance includes the KIA, Arakan Army (AA), Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army
(MNDAA) and the Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA).

“Now is the time to be mindful of the regime’s tricks, and other ethnic armed groups should act
decisively [against the junta] in unity,” said the alliance.

Earlier this year, the junta launched negotiations with 10 out of 21 ethnic armed organizations
(EAOs) that it had invited to peace talks. The Northern Alliance and the country’s oldest EAO,
the Karen National Union (KNU), were among those who rejected the invitation, as it excluded
the anti-regime National Unity Government and its PDF armed wing.
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The EAOs who entered peace talks with the junta are the Restoration Council of Shan
State/Shan State Army (RCSS/SSA), Arakan Liberation Party (ALP), New Mon State Party
(NMSP), Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA), the KNU/KNLA Peace Council, Pa-Oh
National Liberation Organization (PNLO) and the Lahu Democratic Union (LDU), the United Wa
State Army (UWSA), National Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA-Mongla) and Shan State
Progressive Party (SSPP).

As of Wednesday, none of these groups had condemned Sunday’s deadly airstrike or expressed
condolences for the victims.

On Tuesday, the KNU called the attack a “war crime” and vowed to collaborate with other
revolutionary forces to root out military dictatorship in Myanmar. The KNU’s armed wing, the
Karen National Liberation Army, has been fighting alongside PDFs against the junta in Karen
State since the coup last year.

Meanwhile, the NUG and ousted National League for Democracy called on the United Nations
and international community to take action against the junta for “repeatedly committing war
crimes akin to genocide.”

On Tuesday, the UN mission in Myanmar said it was deeply concerned and saddened since
“What would appear to be excessive and disproportionate use of force by security forces
against unarmed civilians is unacceptable.”

Diplomatic missions in Myanmar including Australia, Britain, the United States and European
Union members said in a joint statement that the airstrikes underscored the military regime’s
responsibility for crisis and instability while disregarding its obligation to protect civilians.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/following-deadly-airstrike-ethnic-armed-groups-call-
for-unified-fight-against-myanmar-junta.html

Myanmar Junta Forces Prevent Air Strike Victims From Going to Hospitals
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 October 2022

More than 50 people wounded in the junta’s air strikes in Kachin State’s Hpakant Township on
Sunday, including some in critical condition, have been prevented by junta troops from being
treated at hospitals in nearby towns, meaning the death toll from the raid is likely to increase.

Three junta jet fighters bombed a music concert being held in Ginsi Village on Sunday night to
mark the 62nd anniversary of the Kachin Independence Organization (KIO)’s founding, ripping
apart the stage and killing more than 60 people including a brigade commander and other KIO
officials, ethnic Kachin singers and civilians. The deadly air raids on the civilian area have been
widely condemned as a war crime.
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Locals said the death toll was likely to increase as junta forces were obstructing efforts to send
the victims to hospitals in nearby Hpakant and Myitkyina.

A local resident helping those affected said junta forces weren’t allowing the wounded to leave
Ginsi, nor ambulances to get inside, leaving locals and rescuers to try and treat the wounded
with the limited resources available in the village.

“Some have died from blood loss,” he said, adding that those in critical condition require
immediate hospitalization.

KIO spokesperson Colonel Naw Bu confirmed to The Irrawaddy on Tuesday that junta forces
had set up security checkpoints and were not allowing the injured through.

“Some of the injured are critical. Our people are still finding it difficult to get treatment outside
[the area],” he said.

He said the list of victims was still being compiled, but so far he could confirm at least 50 deaths
and 55 wounded.

While offering condolences to the victims on Tuesday, the KIO vowed that the tragedy would
only strengthen its resolve to accelerate its fight against the Myanmar military junta. It called
on other ethnic armed groups to do what it necessary in their fight against the regime.

The KIO is a powerful Kachin political organization whose armed wing, the KIA, has been
fighting the Myanmar government and military for greater state autonomy.

Since the coup last year, the KIA has been conducting military operations alongside anti-regime forces in
Kachin State. The KIO refused to join the junta’s peace talks this year, branding them illegitimate.

The junta has denied killing civilians in the air strikes on the Kachin concert, claiming the attack
was launched as a counter operation against the KIA and People’s Defense Force groups who
have joined it in attacking regime targets in Kachin State.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-forces-prevent-air-strike-victims-
from-going-to-hospitals.html

Myanmar junta seals off roads after hitting crowded concert with airstrike

As the death toll rises to as many as 70, roadblocks prevent the wounded from getting medical
attention.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.10.25

Myanmar’s military has blocked off roads leading in and out of concert grounds that its jets
hit with an airstrike that killed as many as 70 people and wounded dozens more, many of
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whom were in desperate need of medical attention, sources in the country told Radio Free
Asia.

In this photo provided by a citizen journalist, a mass burial
ground with newly placed gravemarkers for the victims of
Sunday, Oct. 23 Myanmar junta airstrikes are seen in
Hpakant township, northern Kachin State, Myanmar,
Tuesday, Oct. 25, 2022. Church members in Hpakant
buried the victims close to the site of the airstrike on
Tuesday since military junta was blocking the roads in and
out of an area hit with airstrikes killing a large number of
civilians. Citizen journalist “There are about 150 injured patients and 60-70 people are
already dead,” said a resident, who requested anonymity for safety reasons. “l am very
worried as we can’t give any medical treatment to the injured. We approached the junta
blockage gates and asked if we could help but they wouldn't let us through.”

In Sunday’s attack, fighter jets dropped bombs on crowds at a concert near Hpakant
township, in Kachin state, celebrating the anniversary of the Kachin Independence
Organization, or KIO, which has been advocating for greater autonomy for one of the largest
ethnic groups in northeastern Myanmar.

Colonel Naw Bu, a KIO spokesperson, said the confirmed death toll stood at 62 as of Tuesday
afternoon, with the same number wounded. But the death toll could rise if those badly
wounded didn’t get medical attention.

“This is such an inhumane act. It was not in a battle,” he said. “The junta intentionally
attacked us when we were all peacefully celebrating together with many civilians. It was
cowardly and inhumane. This is definitely a war crime.”

It was the bloodiest airstrike since the military took control of the government in a February
2021 coup, which has led to months of fighting between the military and various rebel
groups.

The junta was blocking access even to local aid groups, a relief worker told RFA’s Burmese
service. “Most local aid groups from Hpakant went there but we couldn’t reach them,” he
said.

Unable to get through, some rescue organizations have given up. ... The injured patients are
getting no medical treatment,” he said.

Retaliation for rebel attacks

In a statement, the junta’s foreign ministry said the area was a KIA base restricted to the
public, not a concert site, and that the bombing was retaliation for on rebel “terrorists” for
their attacks on security forces.
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“Security forces had to retaliate in self-defence and to take necessary measures against
armed terrorists,” it said. Reports that civilians and musicians were “fabricated,” the ministry
statement said said.

But residents reached by RFA said most of the dead were civilians, and a few were members
of the Kachin Independence Army.

The junta’s Minister of Social Affairs for Kachin State, Win Ye Tun, said he was not informed
that troops were blocking the roads into the area. “We are arranging to help those injured
and support the people there with necessities. It's started,” he said. “But | don’t know about
the rest of the story about the battles.”

In this Feb.2, 2021 file photo, Myanmar junta soldiers stand guard

at a road barrier manned with armored vehicles blocking a road
~_ leading to the parliament building in Naypyitaw, Myanmar. Military
junta has blocked off roads leading in and out of an area in
Hpakant township, northern Kachin State, Myanmar that hit with
an airstrike on Sunday, Oct.23, killing more than 70 people and
injuring 150 others, many of whom are in desperate need of
medical attention, sources in the country told Radio Free Asia.

Photo: AP

“We have been picking up bodies and parts of bodies, so | think more than 70 are dead.
Since [the injured] are trapped here, many are trying to give them medical treatment with
what little supplies we have,” one resident said, asking not to be identified.

The Kachin Independence Organization said the junta’s attack was aimed at causing the
maximum possible deaths as civilians were attending a music concert. The group said it will
transform this “sorrowful incident into a revolutionary force” and accelerate the fight
against the military dictatorship.

Several Kachin musicians were among the dead, including keyboard player Zakhon Zau Mum,
also known as Ko King. The junta prevented his family from transporting his body back to his
hometown, a family member told RFA.

“We can’t go get his body,” she said. “I've been told that they are preparing to bury all dead
bodies in some village that we don’t know.”

International condemnation

On Monday, the U.N.’s Myanmar office called the attack an “excessive and disproportionate
use of force by security forces against unarmed civilians.”

The embassies of the U.S., E.U., Norway, Switzerland and the U.K. issued a joint statement
saying the attack showed the junta’s disregard for its obligation to protect civilians and
respect the principles and rules of international humanitarian law.
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The junta’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs pushed back against statements made by the U.S. and
the U.N., saying they were one-sided. “Foreign governments and the United Nations are
advised to verify facts before making statements,” it said.

Elaine Pearson, the Asia director at Human Rights Watch called the airstrike an “apparent
violation of the laws of war, which prohibit attacks causing indiscriminate or
disproportionate civilian harm.”

She accused the military junt of carrying out crimes against humanity and war crimes. “How
high does the death count need to reach before governments around the world impose
consequences that will impact the junta’s behavior?” she asked.

Pearson urged the U.N. Security Council to impose an arms embargo on the junta and to
refer the situation to the International Criminal Court.

She also called on Southeast Asian leaders, who will meet at the ASEAN Summit in November
in Cambodia to signal their support for such efforts.

ASEAN released a statement expressing its concern about the escalation of violence in
Myanmar, including against civilians.

“We, therefore, strongly urge utmost restraint and immediate cessation of violence,” it
readm adding that all concerned parties should engage in “constructive dialogue” to find a
peaceful solution.

The Special Advisory Council for Myanmar, a group of independent international experts,
condemned the airstrike, with former UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in Myanmar Yanghee Lee calling it “horrific.”

“Junta fighter jets deliberately attacked a nighttime music concert attended by hundreds of
civilians knowing it would likely cause catastrophic loss of life, an act that constitutes a war
crime,” Lee said. “When will the international community, including the UN and ASEAN,
stand with the people of Myanmar and support the democratic revolution?”

Killing civilians in an airstrike was the “ultimate act of junta cowardice and inhumanity,” former chair
of the UN Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar, Marzuki Darusman, said.

“Sadly, it is entirely consistent with the campaign of scorched-earth that the Myanmar
military has been waging against the peoples of Myanmar, including the Kachin, with
impunity not just for the last 20 months but for decades,” said Darusman.

Translated by Myo Min Aung. Written in English by Eugene Whong.

Update: Adds reaction from sources within the blocked off area as well as responses from the
junta, the Kachin Independence Organization and the international community.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/hpakant-aftermath-10252022062816.html
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Military says air strike on KIA Brigade-9 is just counter-attack that killed KIA officers, PDF
members

PUBLISHED 25 OCTOBER 2022

The military (Tatmadaw) issued a statement on October
24 saying that an air strike on the base of Kachin
Independence Army’s Brigade-9 was just a counter-attack
that killed the brigade commander and deputy
commander and PDF (People’s Defence Force) members.

The statement comes after the military launched air
strikes on KIA’s Brigade-9 headquarters on the night of

October 23.

The site on which the military launched air strikes is the headquarters of KIA Brigade-9. Some
illegal gems miners and only KIA troops can enter the site where public travel is restricted for
security purposes, the statement said.

The exact site of incident is located at the base of KIA Brigade-9 formed by KIA and KIO Central
to exploit and collect extortion money from the companies illegally mining world famous jade
stones and that of individual miners. Such a place can easily be searched in the Google Map in
order to analyze whether the site is the residence of people or the position of an armed
organization.

KIA Brigade-9 and KIA lackey troops together with PDF members with superior strength
ambushed Hsezin village and environs between Phakant area and Khamti-Homalin area nine
times, collected extortion money and committed kidnapping in Homalin, Yepawmee and
related area in an unguard moment of the security forces, raided the police outpost with the
larger number of strength in Nansipun block in mining jade stones near Khamti with legally
paying tax to the State in May 2021 and set fire to working heavy machinery in their disarray
withdrawal, attacking police outposts in Kansi, Lonkhin and Phakant for many times and
ambushing Kansi-Lonkhin-Nanya-Mogaung motor road and military camps 11 times from 2021
to date, the statement said.

During three consecutive days from October 21 to 23, those KIA troops violently exchanged fire
with the military camps and security forces near Momauk Township for many times. As such,
the military conducted necessary military operations against the KIA Brigade-9 area after its
attacks on passenger vessels and motor schooners leading to Bamauk along the Ayeyawady
River for no reason.

The information about the deaths of more than 50 people and artistes reported by the news
agencies bent on publishing false news was just a rumour. According to the verified ground
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information and inside news from KIA headquarters in Laiza, only KIA and PDF members
including Sharaw Laseng with a rank of brigade commander, Zei Tawng with a rank of deputy
brigade commander, Dukaba La Aung with a rank of station commander and Pe Rang, in-charge
of natural resources assessors were killed in the incident.

The security forces are following the Rules of Engagement-ROE in accord with the provisions of
the Law of Armed Conflict based on four Geneva Conventions in necessary military operations
for combating insurgents so as to ensure peace and stability of the region, the statement
pointed out.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/military-says-air-strike-on-kia-brigade-9-is-just-counter-
attack-that-killed-kia-officers-pdf

Myanmar regime denies killing civilians in airstrikes on Kachin festival

The junta called reports that civilians were among the dozens killed in Hpakant Township on
Sunday “fake news”

Nyein Swe / Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Oct 25, 2022

KIA troops take part in a ceremony marking the 60th
anniversary of the Kachin Revolution in Laiza on February 5,
2021 (Kachinnet Burmese)

Myanmar’s military junta has dismissed claims that civilians
were among the dozens of people killed by airstrikes carried
out during a festival in Kachin State’s Hpakant Township on

Sunday.

In a statement published by state media on Tuesday, the regime called reports of heavy civilian
casualties in the attack “fake news” and insisted that its target was a base operated by the
Kachin Independence Army (KIA).

The festival—held at a site controlled by KIA Brigade 9 called A Nang Pa, located near the village
of Ginsi—marked the 62nd anniversary of the founding of the armed group’s political wing, the
Kachin Independence Organisation (KIO).

The event attracted a number of well-known Kachin performers, at least four of whom were
killed by a bomb that detonated near the main stage, according to Kachin media reports.

The regime statement claimed that only KIA officers and “terrorists” from the anti-junta
People’s Defence Force (PDF) were killed in the attack.

It also said that the airstrikes were a “necessary counter operation” carried out in response to
attacks by KIA Brigade 9 troops and their PDF allies on police and military outposts.
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It also accused the groups of attacking boats carrying goods along the Ayeyarwady River
between Shwegu and Bhamo in Kachin State and Katha in Sagaing Region.

Resistance groups based in the area say their attacks targeted military boats travelling on the
river.

e @ TheKIO also issued a statement on Tuesday in which it accused the
\U_;. . regime of deliberately targeting civilians in Sunday’s assault.

%
} “A Nang Pa is not a KIA military base but a small camp with many shops
i where travellers stop for a rest. Even though the regime was aware of
g that, it launched the attack with the intention of carrying out a mass
MJ killing,” the group said in its statement.

\
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The KIA’s information officer, Col Naw Bu, confirmed on Monday that a
brigade commander and several other KIA officers were among the dead.

“We only heard that the brigade commander was killed and we can confirm as much,” he said,
adding that further details could not be released as a list of victims was still being compiled.

Many of the wounded were also unable to receive immediate treatment for their injuries due
to the interference of regime forces at security checkpoints, he added.

“It was especially difficult to send the victims to the hospital because they kept conducting
security searches,” he said.

A source within the Kachin Baptist Convention (KBC) told Myanmar Now that junta troops
stationed in the village of Kan See were still obstructing efforts to assist survivors of the attack.

“We still can’t send the injured to the other side because they said they are waiting for orders
from the regional military command,” the KBC source said.

Some of the aftermath of airstrikes carried out by Myanmar’s
military during a festival marking the KIO’s 62nd anniversary on
October 23 (Supplied)

On Monday, the Myanmar office of the United Nations said in a
- 4P < statement that it was “deeply saddened” by reports of heavy
civilian casualties in the latest airstrike by the country’s regime.

In a statement released the same day, the civilian National Unity Government called on the
international community “to take effective actions urgently to stop the terrorist military from
perpetrating atrocities, which include deliberate airstrikes targeting civilians.

Several other ethnic organisations, including the Karenni National Progressive Party—whose
Karenni Army has fought alongside anti-regime resistance forces since last year’s coup—also
condemned the airstrike on Sunday as a war crime.

Page 26 of 98


https://www.myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/image-collage/hpakant_3_2.jpg

= } Bodies of some of the dead killed by the airstrikes carried out
by Myanmar’s junta in Hpakant Township on October 23
(Supplied)

In a joint statement, the Arakan Army, the Ta'ang National
Liberation Army, and the Myanmar National Democratic

- Alliance Army—which together with the KIA form the Northern
Brotherhood Alliance—said they hoped the military would receive appropriate punishment for
its attack on civilians.

In its own statement, the KIO vowed to “transform the tragedy into a stronger force of
resistance to the junta.”

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-regime-denies-killing-civilians-in-airstrikes-
on-kachin-festival

HRW: Myanmar junta’s Kachin concert airstrike violates laws of war
By Mizzima | 25 October 2022

The concert area following an airstrike targeting a Kachin
gathering by the Myanmar junta in Hpakant township, northern
Kachin state, Myanmar, Oct. 24, 2022. Photo: CJ

Human Rights Watch (HRW) has released a statement following
the 23 October junta airstrike on a music concert in Hpakant,
Kachin State that killed at least 60 people and injured 100.

The concert, held at a base also used for military training by the Kachin Independence Army
(KIA), was to celebrate the Kachin Independence Organisation’s (KIO) 62nd anniversary.

According to a KIA spokesman, Colonel Naw Bu, at around 8:40 pm Sunday 23 October, two
Myanmar military jets attacked the ceremony.

Local media reported that at least 60 people were killed and 100 injured, and that the Myanmar
military blocked access to medical care for the injured.

Human Rights Watch believes the attack violated the laws of war that prohibit attacks from
causing disproportionate civilian harm.

Human Rights Watch also called on Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) leaders to
take action against Myanmar at emergency ASEAN talks to discuss the Myanmar situation being
held this week and at the November ASEAN leaders summit.
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It also called on the United Nations (UN) to impose a global arms embargo on Myanmar and to
refer the junta to the International Criminal Court (ICC).

Elaine Pearson, the Asia director at Human Rights Watch made the following statement about
the incident:

“The Myanmar military’s airstrike on hundreds of concertgoers in Kachin State is an apparent
violation of the laws of war, which prohibit attacks causing indiscriminate or disproportionate
civilian harm.

“Myanmar military operations in ethnic minority areas have long been characterized by a near
total disregard for civilian lives and property and a failure to abide by international law.

“The military’s entrenched impunity underlines the need for an international investigation of
those responsible for this attack and the many others committed by security forces since the
February 2021 military coup.

“For over a year and a half, the junta has carried out grave abuses against the millions of people
who oppose military rule, amounting to crimes against humanity and war crimes.

“How high does the death count need to reach before governments around the world impose
consequences that will impact the junta’s behavior?

“This horrific attack should trigger renewed efforts by concerned states to enforce tougher
sanctions on the junta, including cutting off its access to foreign currency revenues as well as
arms and aviation fuel.

“The United Nations Security Council should urgently pass a resolution imposing a global arms
embargo on the junta and referring the situation to the International Criminal Court. Southeast
Asian leaders meeting this week and at the ASEAN Summit in November should signal their

support for such efforts to bring justice to the victims of the junta’s abuses across the country.”

)

https://mizzima.com/article/hrw-myanmar-juntas-kachin-concert-airstrike-violates-laws-war

Australian MP calls for ‘immediate’ sanctions against Myanmar following junta massacre of
Kachin State civilians

A parliamentarian introduces a legislative motion urging Australia to ‘isolate’ Myanmar’s coup
regime from access to funding and resources used to terrorise the population

Myanmar Now | Published on Oct 25, 2022

In the aftermath of one of the Myanmar junta’s most deadly airstrikes yet, an Australian
parliamentarian introduced a motion to the legislature on Tuesday calling on the country to
impose sanctions on the coup regime, a move which it has thus far resisted.
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Independent MP for Goldstein Zoe Daniel attends a Jobs and Skills
Summit at Parliament House in Canberra, Australia on September 1
(EPA)

Zoe Daniel, an independent MP representing the constituency of

: AIA S| Goldstein in Victoria, asked that the government “immediately
introduce targeted sanctions against the Myanmar Junta to isolate it and its supporters from
access to international funds and resources enabling it to maintain its military campaign of
repression against its citizens.”

The motion cited the Myanmar army’s aerial bombing of a music festival in Kachin State’s
Hpakant Township on Sunday night which killed at least 60 people left some 200 more injured.

Australian foreign minister Penny Wong said in July that “sanctions against members of
Myanmar’s military regime [were] under active consideration” by the country’s Labour
government, headed by Prime Minister Anthony Albanese and elected earlier this year.

The previous Liberal administration under Scott Morrison was criticised by rights advocates for
failing to levy such measures against the Myanmar military council following the February 2021
coup.

Daniel noted that other nations, including the US, UK and those in the EU, had already
sanctioned nearly 200 individuals and more than 170 businesses with ties to the junta.

Ambassadors to Myanmar from these countries, as well as Australia, released a joint statement
on Monday in response to the military’s assault on civilians in Hpakant.

“This attack underscores the military regime’s responsibility for crisis and instability in
Myanmar and the region and its disregard for its obligation to protect civilians and respect the
principles and rules of international humanitarian law,” the statement said.

Myanmar military bombs Kachin music concert, killing
dozens including civilians, performers and KIA officers

The KIA says the nighttime airstrikes were carried out
by the junta to target civilians ‘on purpose’ and
constitute a war crime

In an interview with Myanmar Now following the
junta’s sentencing of imprisoned Australian national
and economic advisor Sean Turnell in September,
former ambassador to the country Nicholas Coppel explained why Australia had not adopted
what he referred to as the “Western approach” to Myanmar when it came to sanctions.

“Australia has always seen itself as being a country in Asia, and its approach to Asia and its
relationships reflect that—that we are part of the region,” he said. “I think those comparisons,
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[where] people say, ‘all the Western countries are doing something, Australia should also.” We
don’t behave like that, so | don’t expect to start seeing it now.”

Fuelling airstrikes

In her parliamentary motion, MP Daniel made note of the military’s ongoing access to an
international supply of aviation fuel, which has facilitated the continued perpetration of
airstrikes responsible for displacing hundreds of thousands of people nationwide.

Human Rights Watch’s Asia director Elaine Pearson also said in a Monday statement that the
military’s “horrific attack” in Hpakant “should trigger renewed efforts by concerned states to
enforce tougher sanctions on the junta, including cutting off its access to foreign currency
revenues as well as arms and aviation fuel.”

The country’s main supplier of jet fuel, Singapore-based Puma Energy, announced in early
October it would be exiting Myanmar, after a lengthy campaign by rights groups advocating
that such fuel should be prohibited from reaching the junta. Amnesty International urged Puma
Energy to ensure that, following the company’s withdrawal, its aviation fuel infrastructure and
assets would not “fall into the hands of the military or its crony businesses.”

On Monday, the organisation condemned the Myanmar military’s “ruthless disregard for
civilian lives” in Hpakant and noted that the junta’s crimes had been committed “in the face of
an ineffective international response to a human rights crisis that is only worsening.”

Criticism of ASEAN

Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch and a coalition of more than 450 civil society
organisations were among the groups also calling on the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN)—which is convening next month at a summit—to take tangible action to end the
Myanmar junta’s impunity.

In a joint letter to ASEAN on Tuesday, the civil society coalition dismissed the bloc’s existing
Five-Point Consensus on Myanmar as “ineffectual” and recommended it be replaced with a
“concrete plan of action to address the multiple catastrophes” in the country.

Khin Ohmar, chair of Progressive Voice—one of the letter’s signatories—said in the statement
that ASEAN’s current approach had caused “extensive harm” to “the struggle of Myanmar
people.”

She urged the bloc to engage in meaningful consultations with civil society, the publicly
mandated National Unity Government and ethnic armed organisations in order to develop new
and “clear benchmarks.”

‘Intention’ to kill
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Col Naw Bu, a spokesperson for the Kachin Independence Organisation/Army (KIO/A),
described the Myanmar army’s attack on the Hpakant music festival, which was held ahead to
commemorate the 62nd anniversary of the KIO’s founding, as “inhumane and a war crime.”

“They bombed the event on purpose knowing that there were many civilians there,” he told
Myanmar Now the day after the aerial assault.

Among the casualties were dozens of civilians, as well as several KIA officers and well-known
Kachin performing artists. Those who were wounded have also reportedly been trapped in a
nearby village and denied access to medical attention by the Myanmar military, which has set
up checkpoints in the area.

Military-controlled media described the location—A Nang Pa, some 10 miles north of Hpakant
town—as a KIA base and said the casualties were not civilians but members of the KIA and the
“terrorist” anti-junta People’s Defence Force.

According to the KIO, the site is a rest stop frequently visited by travellers passing through the
area, not an outpost of their armed wing.

“Even though the regime was aware of that, it launched the attack with the intention of
committing a mass killing,” the organisation said in a statement on Tuesday.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/australian-mp-calls-for-immediate-sanctions-against-
myanmar-following-junta-massacre-of-kachin

Myanmar army artillery fire in Karenni State hits shelter housing displaced family

The father in the family of four was killed and the mother was injured along with their eight-
year-old son; only the five-month-old infant was reportedly left unscathed

Esther ) | Published on Oct 25, 2022

Myanmar soldiers stand on military vehicles during a
parade commemorating the 77th Armed Forces Day in
Naypyidaw Myanmar on March 27, 2022 (EPA)

Heavy artillery fired by the junta’s forces near Kone Thar
village in Karenni (Kayah) State’s Loikaw Township on
Sunday killed a 35-year-old man and severely injured a 33-
year-old woman—his wife—according to local sources.

One of the shells exploded near a farm hut where the couple had sought refuge after fleeing
their home in Kone Thar with their two children, aged 8 and five months, just one day earlier.

Page 31 of 98


https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/australian-mp-calls-for-immediate-sanctions-against-myanmar-following-junta-massacre-of-kachin
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/australian-mp-calls-for-immediate-sanctions-against-myanmar-following-junta-massacre-of-kachin
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-army-artillery-fire-in-karenni-state-hits-shelter-housing-displaced-family
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/9099
https://www.myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/news-images/h_57577743.jpg

The man was reportedly killed on the spot. The woman suffered a head injury, and the eight-
year-old boy was hit in the thigh by shrapnel.

“We don’t know if the woman will survive... | only heard that the injury was very serious,” a
local told Myanmar Now.

Only the infant was left unscathed, he added.

The damaged hut following the artillery explosion
(Karenni Human Rights Group)

The family, whose identities were not confirmed at the
time of reporting, relocated to the hut after junta soldiers
arrived in Kone Thar and proceeded to occupy the
community over the weekend.

Residents feared that a battle with resistance forces was

imminent, the local said.

“The hut where they were staying was also serving as a makeshift IDP [internally displaced
persons] camp. The shell fell near the hut while they were all sleeping,” he explained.

At least four clashes have broken out in Kone Thar since last year, with locals repeatedly forced
to flee.

The junta’s artillery fire on Sunday was not provoked by any fighting in the area, according to
the local, who claimed that troops in Demoso, as well as Pekhon in southern Shan State, were
also known to do the same.

“It’s happening all over the country. The military is fring heavy artillery shells without there
being any battles,” he said.

A woman from Kone Thar was also reportedly killed in an earlier shelling on September 27.

The Progressive Karenni People’s Force (PKPF) released a statement in early October that a
total of 339 civilians had been killed by the military since the February 2021 coup, and 1,200
houses and 27 religious buildings had been destroyed in Karenni State.

The PKPF also stated that nearly 1,600 junta personnel and 171 Karenni resistance fighters had
been killed since May 2021.

Frequent clashes have occurred recently in Loikaw, Bawlakhe, Demoso, Hpruso and Shadaw
townships in Karenni State, as well as Pekhon in Shan State.

According to locals and members of the resistance, the military’s administrative mechanism is
only able to function in urban wards within Karenni territory, where the junta’s forces still
maintain a presence.
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Junta withdraws from multiple bases after battle with Karen resistance

Using the Asia Highway as a demarcation line, the KNU says it warned the military months ago
not to expand its territory into southern Kawkareik

May Yu | Published on Oct 24, 2022

Allied Karen forces are seen during the Kawkareik
battle (KIC)

The Myanmar military withdrew from bases in the
Karen State town of Kawkareik on Saturday following
an attack one day earlier by allied resistance forces
under the Karen National Union (KNU).

A township administration office and the district police
station were targeted by the coalition in the October 21 assault, in which the Karen forces
reportedly killed several junta soldiers and police. The military retaliated by launching airstrikes
on the area.

With tension high around the town, the junta’s forces subsequently abandoned its bases in the
southern Kawkareik villages of Ka Maing Kone, Kawt Nwet and Ta Tan Ku villages, according

to Lt-Col Saw Yan Naing, an officer in the KNU’s armed wing, the Karen National Liberation
Army (KNLA).

The officer said that the junta forces from the three bases, which were set up six months ago in
communities along the Asia Highway, had “settled back inside the town.”

Myanmar military bombs Karen State town from air as
Karen resistance alliance strikes junta targets

The junta’s forces drop bombs from aircraft on
Kawkareik and fire heavy artillery into surrounding
villages, locals say

Lt-Col Saw Yan Naing noted that the KNLA had issued an
order months earlier calling on the military to abandon
the bases, after they breached a directive from the Karen forces warning them not to expand
their territory and cross the Asia Highway, which passes the southern edge of Kawkareik town
and runs to Myawaddy on the Thai border.
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“They went past the southern part of the highway and began to set up stations in the
aforementioned three villages, causing the locals in the area to be displaced for over six months
now,” he explained. “Our district office issued an order for them to withdraw from said villages
and they didn’t, resulting in battles. They have finally abandoned those stations now though.”

The Asia Highway reopened on Sunday morning after being blocked for five days, the officer
added, noting that his forces had positioned themselves on either side of the road.

More than 1,000 vehicles trapped by last week’s fighting were able to resume their journeys,
according to a Myawaddy local who works in border trade.

The military’s aerial bombing of Kawkareik on October 21 killed four civilians and injured more
than 20, including six children and two novice monks, according to the KNU.

At the time of reporting, Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify the figures, or the
number of casualties on the junta’s side.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-withdraws-from-multiple-bases-after-battle-
with-karen-resistance

Over 300,000 IDPs and armed conflicts in KNU regions
PUBLISHED 24 OCTOBER 2022

'U— Heavy fighting between security forces and joint forces of the
Karen National Union (KNU ) and PDF had occurred from 7:30
am on October 21 in Kawkareik, Kayin State and both sides
continued to exchange fire until around 12:00 pm, according to
local sources.

The battalions under the Karen National Liberation Army’s 6th
Brigade and the Klohtoobaw Karen Organization (KKO) Split Group and PDF launched an attack
at Kawkareik Township in Kayin State in the morning of October 21. Later, the KKO and PDF
fired heavy weapons from north of the town and they then opened fire at the residential areas,
staff housings and office buildings. It is reported that some civilians and service personnel have
injured due to the attack, according to the announcement of State Administration Council
(SAC).

After the attacks, a joint group of KKO (Split) group and PDF retreated from the staff housings in
the evening.

The SAC reported that the military columns with supporting fire of air force, artillery and
armoured vehicles were chasing the battalions under the KNU and KNLA's 6th Brigade and PDFs
who fled north and east of Kawkareik in disarray.
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SAC announced that some houses from public residences were damaged in heavy weapon
attacks. Moreover, two men and a woman, totaling three were killed in the incident which left
11 men and five women totaling 16 wounded.

There are over 6,600 fighting within 21 months

The KNU is the ethnic armed group which didn’t reply to the invitation of SAC’s chairman’s
peace talk.

The KNU announced that they would not be able to attend the peace talk invited by the SAC’s
chairman as it was not favorable for an inclusive dialogue.

Currently, there have been armed conflicts between military and KNU in the regions of six
battalions under the KNU.

The KNU announced that fighting between the KNLA and a joint group of KNDO and military
and BGF took place in the Kawthulay region under the KNU controlled area after the February
of 2021.

The Central Committee of KNU said that there were 6,689 fighting between Tatmadaw[military]
and KNU as being of September.

Moreover, there were 624 armed conflicts in Kawthulay region within two months of June and
July.

Civilian deaths and injuries

The civilians were killed and injured due to the armed conflicts took place in KNU’s Kawthulay
region starting from January to July of 2022.

The announcement of KNU’s central committee reported that the armed conflicts killed 91
civilians and 181 were injured from January to July of 2022. The civilians died of the air strikes,
heavy weapons and landmines during the armed conflicts.

In July, the armed conflicts took place in KNU’s Kawthulay region and it left 19 civilian dead and
26 were injured.

Likewise, two civilians died of heavy weapons and three were injured during armed conflicts
occurred in 1st Brigade region in Duuthahtue district in July, according to the KNU’s central
committee.

Moreover, the landmine killed a civilian and injured two people during the fighting between
KNLA, KNDO and military and BGF took place in 2nd Brigade region in Taunggoo District.

The fighting also killed 10 civilians and 12 were injured in the KNU’s 3rd Bridge region in
Nyaunglaypin District in July.
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The KNU central committee announced that 137 locals were killed and 305 were injured due to
the armed conflicts between military and KNU within 21 months starting from January of 2021
to September of 2022.

There are over 370,000 IDPs

The locals already fled to safer places due to the daily armed conflicts took place in KNU’s
Kawthulay region.

The KNU reported that there were 356, 674 internal displaced persons (IDPs) due to the fighting
between KNLA, KNDO and military and BGF occurred in the KNU’s Kawthulay region as being of
July.

Among the IDPs, most are children, disabled persons, students and elders.

Currently, those IDPs are in need of shelters, food, health and security affairs, according to the
KNU’s central committee.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/over-300000-idps-and-armed-conflicts-in-knu-regions

Thousands Displaced By Junta Shelling In Mon State
By Network Media Group | Tuesday, October 25, 2022

Artillery attacks by the Burma Army (BA) have driven
more than 8,000 people from their homes in Kyaik
Hto (Kyaikto) Township in Mon State, according to
the Karen National Union, whose armed wing, the
Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA), is fighting
regime forces.

“The BA attacked villages with small and heavy arms.
< &S After the residents fled, soldiers stole everything of
value from their houses and torched some of them,” a local told NMG on condition that his
name wouldn’t be published.

The BA reportedly shelled Peinne Kon on 19 October. They pillaged the village, burnt down six
houses and abducted two residents. Soldiers are reportedly still active in the area, as well as
fighters from the KNLA.

According to the KNU, two columns of 500 BA soldiers invaded their area in the township on 13
October, and another 100-strong column went to Kadai Dut village a few days later, which they
also looted.
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A KNU officer from Kyaik Hto told NMG that a column of 200 soldiers BA is near the village of
Peinne Taw.

“There’s two military BA columns are traveling in the area and some BA soldiers are hiding in
the jungle,” he said.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/10/25/21776

Rohingya Look on Arakan Army as Saviours in Fight With Myanmar’s Junta
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 October 2022

Civilian casualties have been reported in renewed fighting between Myanmar’s junta troops
and the Arakan Army (AA) in Rakhine State.

Fierce fighting has taken place in Maungdaw, Buthidaung and Rathedaung townships, known as
Mayu region in western Rakhine and neighboring Paletwa Township in Chin State since early
August.

More than 10,000 people have been displaced by fighting with several civilians killed by junta
shelling. Ethnic Rakhine residents make up most of the victims but Rohingya Muslims have also
been killed.

A seven-year-old Rohingya was killed and two others injured by junta mortars at Thabeik Taung
village in Buthidaung on September 23.

The village is divided between Rakhine in the south and Rohingyas in the north.
The Rohingyas’ plight

Rohingyas who want to live peacefully are being targeted, said a Rohingya community
representative in Buthidaung.

“Though the junta is fighting the AA, we Rohingyas are always targeted. Since the fresh fighting
broke out, we have suffered a lot of restrictions,” he said.

Troops pressure Rohingya villages to shun the AA but also arrest them on suspicion of having
ties with the armed group and abduct them for ransom, said Rohingya villagers in Buthidaung.

In August, a Sin Thel Pyin villager had to pay 1 million kyats to junta soldiers in compensation
after his two bulls stepped on two regime landmines.

“When we went to get the dead cattle, soldiers refused to give them back. They told me to pay
500,000 kyats per mine. When villagers are taken by soldiers for interrogation, they are never
released unless money is paid,” said a Sin Thel Pyin villager on condition of anonymity.
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Rakhine is one of the poorest states in Myanmar where jobs are extremely scarce. Amid the
post-coup economic turmoil, young people are leaving war-torn Rakhine to work overseas.

But the Rohingya lack identity cards and cannot leave the state legally.

They hide in box trucks or cross the sea in crowded vessels with large numbers dying or being
arrested in the process.

Trafficking
Almost everyone detained in a boat in the Bay of Bengal is a Rohingya from Rakhine.

They are normally charged and imprisoned for violating immigration laws and deported back to
Rakhine.

Despite arrests and imprisonment, young Rohingyas’ sea crossings continue all year round.

On May 22 fishermen from Shwe Thaung Yan village in Ayeyarwaddy Region found 17 dead
Rohingyas washed ashore near their village who died in a storm. Six young Rohingya women
were among the dead.

More than 30 people drifting in the sea were rescued by fishing trawlers.

They were from Buthidaung Township and heading to Malaysia to work, according to the
Muslim community.

The regime has not commented on the incident. The Rohingya community said there were at
least 60 people on the vessel and some 30 people were rescued.

Malaysia is the most popular destination although few avoid the authorities and traffickers.

Rohingya casualties

Displaced Rohingya Muslims in the Thet Kay Pyin camp in
Sittwe, Rakhine State in June 2021. / AFP

More than 200,000 people were displaced in two years of
fighting between Myanmar’s military and the AA from late
2018 to November 2020. Approximately 342 civilians were
killed and 740 others were injured, according to media
reports.

At least 21 Rohingyas from Buthidaung, Kyauktaw, Mrauk-U and Minbya townships died and
approximately 50 others injured in the fighting, according to The Irrawaddy’s reports.

Rohingyas want to live peacefully with other ethnicities in Rakhine, said Rohingya writer U Aung
Khin from Sittwe, who was once jailed for publishing a Rohingya calendar.
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“We hope to live and make a living peacefully. That’s all. We only hope to be recognized as
citizens and have human rights,” said U Aung Khin.

Rohingyas pinned high hopes on the now-ousted National League for Democracy government that it
would end persecution but nothing positive happened, said members of the Muslim community.

However, the AA has been able to restore trust between Rakhine and Muslim communities and
they can now freely travel to different villages after years of segregation.

U Aung Khin said he trusts the AA because it has so far honored its promises, treating Rohingyas
equally and empowering them to join its administrative body.

“We are no longer referred to as Bengalis by the Rakhine people. Rakhine people now refer to
us as Muslims. Previously we were branded as Bengali interlopers. But there is social harmony
between the communities and we can coexist peacefully. So we Muslims view the AA as a
savior,” said U Aung Khin.

Armed Rohingya groups

More than 200 people were killed in communal violence in 2012 in Rakhine. Hundreds of
thousands of people were left homeless by arson attacks. Many Rohingya villages were razed in
the military’s so-called counter-insurgency operations in 2017 after the Maungdaw incident and
hundreds of thousands of refugees crossed the border into Bangladesh.

Various investigation committees and commissions have been established regarding the
Rohingyas between 2012 and 2017. But they have not been repatriated and rehabilitated and
Myanmar is facing genocide charges at the International Court of Justice.

At least three Rohingya armed groups, including the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA),
Rohingya Solidarity Organization (RSO) and the Arakan Rohingya Army are reportedly operating
along the Bangladesh border and infiltrating Maungdaw. There is also a group led by Abdul
Hakim which is more like a criminal gang with reports of kidnappings for ransom.

The RSO was established in the early 1980s and has frequently attacked security outposts in
Maungdaw Township on the border, according to historical records.

In June last year, a man claiming to be Major Kyaw Myint Tun from the RSO, clad in uniform and
with a holstered pistol, shared a video on social media in which he said in Burmese that the
armed group would fight the regime for Rohingya rights. The video also shows RSO fighters
undergoing training.

ARSA came into the spotlight following its reported attacks on border guard outposts in
Maungdaw in 2016 and 2017.

It said it was fighting for Rohingya rights but the killing of Hindus brought its motives into
question. Its popularity with Rohingya has subsequently declined.
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Can the AA resolve the Rohingya issue?

Rather than policies from Naypyitaw, the Rakhine people’s opinions will be more important in
resolving the Rohingya issue. With the AA having consolidated its control in much of Rakhine

since the unofficial ceasefire in 2020, its political wing the United League of Arakan (ULA) has

started to handle the Rohingya issue.

As the junta administration has collapsed in northern Rakhine, Rakhine and Muslim villages are
now turning to ULA courts. And Rohingya people are working in the AA’s administration and its
police force.

A Rohingya villager from Buthidaung Township, who asked for anonymity, urged the AA not to
make nepotistic appointments to administrative bodies in Rohingya villages but appoint people
with majority support.

“Suppose we have a problem at our village, we can’t complain directly to the AA. We can’t
complain unless the village administrative body appointed by the AA writes us a referral letter.
The village administrative body writes the letter only when we pay money. This is no different
from the junta’s administration. The AA should appoint village administrators with majority-
backing,” he said.

At a AA press conference in September, spokesman Khaing Thukha called on Bangladesh and
the international community to recognize the ULA and AA as the legitimate authority in Rakhine
and start repatriation of Rohingya refugees from Bangladesh.

“It is a critical issue and it is difficult for a revolutionary government to handle it. If we are to
resolve this issue, Bangladesh and the international community must recognize us. We will start
repatriations when we can officially talk to them,” the AA spokesman told The Irrawaddy.

Ko Khin Maung Thein taking shelter at Kutupalong refugee camp in Bangladesh said the regime
is lying when it repeatedly talks about the repatriation of Rohingya. But the AA has not taken
any constructive steps to resolve the Rohingya issue, he added.

“It will not be different for us no matter which side wins the fighting. But the AA is fighting for
liberation and | want the liberator to win,” said Ko Khin Maung Thein.

A Rakhine politician from Maungdaw said Rohingya villagers are currently neutral on fighting
between the regime and AA but this may change.

Prominent Rohingya activist Ro Nay San Lwin said it is wrong to think that Rohingyas are
spectators.

“Rohingyas are not an audience. Clashes happen near Rohingya villages and we live in constant
fear,” Ro Nay San Lwin said.
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Myanmar junta strips Rohingya of ownership of land they were forced to flee in 2017

By officially transferring ownership of razed Rohingya villages to border guard forces, the
regime seeks to erase the final traces of their existence

Sa Tun Aung / Tin Htet Paing | Published on Oct 25, 2022

Noor Kamal, 31, was one of more than 700,000 ethnic Rohingya from northern Rakhine State
who marked the fifth anniversary of their painful exodus from their homeland this past August.
Now living at the Shofiullah Kata refugee camp in Bangladesh, Noor can hardly imagine what his
native village of Myin Hlut, in conflict-torn Maungdaw Township, looks like now.

There was once a large market at the centre of this prosperous village of some 20,000
inhabitants that Noor remembers as his favourite place to be when he was growing up. Now a
father with a four-year-old son and a two-year-old daughter, his own parents had three acres of
land in Myin Hlut that they farmed to provide for their children. When he and his family were
forced to flee in 2017, Noor was running a pharmacy in the village.

Since then, the entire village has been razed to the ground—burned and bulldozed by the
military forces that emptied it of its Rohingya residents. Most of the land where the village once
stood is now occupied by border guard forces under the command of the junta that seized
power in February 2021.

Now, five years after taking this land from those who had lived there for generations, the
regime is preparing to officially transfer ownership to its current occupiers, according to
documents seen by Myanmar Now. A total of more than 700 acres in two townships—
Maungdaw and Buthidaung—are about to be handed over to the military-controlled No. 1
Border Guard Police Division Office, the documents show.

Reversing an NLD directive

In September, the regime’s deputy minister of home affairs, Maj-Gen Soe Tint Naing, sent a
letter to Zaw Than Thin, the permanent secretary of the Ministry of Union Government Office,
requesting permission to repeal a “regional directive” issued by Maungdaw’s General
Administration Department (GAD) two years ago restricting the use of lands abandoned by
“Bengalis”—the term used by Myanmar authorities to deny the ethnic identity of the Rohingya.
He said in the letter that the purpose of the repeal was to "officially register the ownership of
those lands under the No.1 Border Guard Police Division Office."
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In response to the request from the Home Affairs Ministry—which manages Myanmar’s border
guard forces—Zaw Than Thin ordered the junta’s Rakhine State Administration on October 8 to
proceed with the repeal.

Although this move did not come as a surprise, it is significant because it marked the official
cancellation of a belated effort by Myanmar’s ousted civilian administration to prevent the
illegal occupation of land belonging to Rohingya forced to flee military “clearance operations”
in 2017. On February 15, 2020, the Maungdaw Township GAD was instructed by the then
National League for Democracy (NLD) government to issue a directive barring “individuals not
associated with [the affected land] from living, growing crops, and farming there.” That
directive was signed by Zaw Than Thin, who was also permanent secretary of the Ministry of
Union Government Office under the NLD.

When he spoke to Myanmar Now by phone in mid-October, Noor was not aware of the junta’s
plan. However, he knew that it was unlikely he would ever be allowed to return to his
birthplace or reclaim his family’s land under the current regime.

“We have been persecuted and discriminated against like this for a very long time. There is
nothing we can do if they decide to confiscate our land,” he said.

While land confiscation by the military has long been a problem faced by ordinary citizens all
over the country, the Rohingya have always been especially vulnerable to this practice due to
their lack of official recognition by successive military regimes.

The copy of a document that proves an Inn Din villager’s
legal ownership of his land (Supplied)

In the 1990s, the Rohingya were subjected to ever-
worsening persecution by the Maungdaw-based Border
Immigration Headquarters—better known by its Burmese
acronym, Na Sa Ka—which enforced restrictions that
extended from their freedom of movement to their right
to marry and have children. Land and other property was
also taken from thousands of Rohingya and used to
create “model villages” for settlers from central Myanmar
or ethnic Rakhine and other predominantly Buddhist
minorities.

According to Nay San Lwin, the co-founder of the activist
group the Free Rohingya Coalition, the latest move by the
regime means that even if Rohingya genocide survivors
are ever allowed to return to Myanmar, they will be
forced to live in concentration camps, like those created for displaced Rohingya villagers in
Sittwe, the state capital.
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“All these lands must be returned to their Rohingya owners once a democratic government is
back in power,” he told Myanmar Now.

A vacuum left by violence

Noor and his four sisters grew up in a wooden house in Myin Hlut, which is located about 25km
southeast of the town of Maungdaw. He graduated from high school in 2012, but wasn’t able to
continue his studies in Sittwe, because of the outbreak of violent clashes that year between the
Rohingya and the majority Rakhine people. So he stayed in Myin Hlut, where he worked as a
tutor for primary and middle school students while running a pharmacy.

At the time, he hoped that the tensions would soon blow over. However, when a second wave
of violence—this time carried out by the military—struck five years later, he and the other
residents of Myin Hlut were all completely swept away by it, leaving a vacuum that the military
was quick to fill.

According to the documents seen by Myanmar Now, the junta’s No. 9 Border Guard Force
currently occupies more than 200 acres of Myin Hlut, including more than 150 designated as
restricted land covered by the NLD directive.

“Those were lands owned by us since the time of our ancestors. They built houses and villages,
grew crops, and paid taxes,” said a former Myin Hlut village administrator who is now living in
the Balukhali refugee camp in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. A fire destroyed much of the camp in
March of last year and also left more than a dozen Rohingya refugees dead.

For Mohammed Rezuwan Khan, 25, the confiscation of his family’s land is just the latest of
many injustices that Myanmar’s military has committed against the country’s Rohingya
community.

“I feel very sad hearing this news. The military confiscating our lands like this is very unfair,” he
said from the Kutupalong refugee camp in Cox's Bazar, where he now lives.

Red arrows identify Rashid Ahmed, 18, and Abulu, 17,
who were former students of Inn Din villager
Mohammed Rezuwan Khan killed in the infamous Inn
Din massacre.

Before fleeing to Bangladesh, Mohammed owned 15
acres of land in Inn Din, a village that made international
headlines when a Reuters investigation exposed the
military’s murder of 10 locals there in 2017. For their
coverage of this notorious incident, two local reporters
for the London-based news agency were arrested and

' sentenced to prison. Among the victims were two young
men that Mohammed had taught English to when he still lived there.
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Where Inn Din once stood, there are now border guard outposts that occupy more than 180
acres of land, including 129 acres designated as belonging to Rohingya residents.

Getting rid of the evidence

Nay Myo Thet, a 32-year-old army captain who deserted his post in Buthidaung Township
earlier this year to join the Civil Disobedience Movement, witnessed first-hand the military’s
efforts to erase the Rohingya from northern Rakhine State.

Now living in India with his wife and five-year-old child, he told Myanmar Now in an interview
shortly after his defection that an engineering battalion was sent to the area when he was there
to remove not only the charred houses that had been torched by soldiers, but also the remains
of those who had lived in them.

“They bulldozed the land to get rid of the evidence,” he said. “By evidence, | mean the dead
bodies and what was left of the houses that had been burned down.”

Nay Myo Thet said he spent more than half of his 13 years in the military in Rakhine State,
where his battalion was deployed to take part in a mission to “clear” a stretch of land along
Myanmar’s western border by destroying a string of Rohingya villages in Maungdaw Township.

“The military columns would raid and torch villages and burn them to ashes. It all happened
before my own eyes,” he said of the mission, which began in 2016 and continued until August
of the following year.

Nay Myo Thet said he also witnessed the aftermath of another notorious incident in the village
of Gutarpyin, where an Associated Press investigation uncovered Rohingya bodies buried in
mass graves. Some of the bodies had acid poured over them, according to the AP report.

A subsequent court martial held to try those responsible for the massacre was merely a
“performance” to hide the military’s crimes, he said.

‘They want the Rohingya gone’

A map shows the locations of border guard outposts in northern Rakhine
State’s Maungdaw and Buthidaung townships (Supplied)

Under the junta’s arrangement, the border guard outposts that the army
built at that time will soon take official possession of the Rohingya
community’s lands. In addition the land in Myin Hlut, this includes 120.06
acres in Myo Thu Gyi (Yar Zar Bi), 205.21 acres in Aung Sit Pyin, 103.40
acres in Zin Paing Nyar, and 9.98 acres in Ah Lel Chaung.

According to Nay Myo Thet, this move effectively settles the matter for
the military, which has no interest in accepting responsibility for its treatment of the Rohingya,
which it considers entirely justified.
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“The military as a whole thinks that the Rohingya are the source of all the problems,” he said.
“They just want the Rohingya people gone. That’s all they want.”

The former Myin Hlut village administrator who is now forced to live in theBalukhali refugee
camp in Bangladesh agreed that the regime is intent on “erasing” the Rohingya community
once and for all.

“By uprooting our lives, they are trying to erase our people, our ownership and our
community,” he said.

For Noor, however, his home will always be the village on Myanmar soil where he grew up,
even if it has been ploughed into the ground like so many others in northern Rakhine.

“Even if we are living in a Bangladesh refugee camp, our souls are in Myanmar. We are like
prisoners here. When can we return to our homes?”

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-strips-rohingya-of-ownership-of-
land-they-were-forced-to-flee-in-2017

Junta Steps Up Atrocities Against Civilians While Losing Dozens of Personnel in Resistance
Attacks

By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 October 2022

The past three days saw the junta launch massive air raids and artillery attacks on People’s
Defense Force groups (PDFs) and allied ethnic armed organizations (EAOs), but displaced
persons camps and other civilian targets were not spared. Several resistance fighters and
unarmed civilians were killed and injured in Kachin and Kayah states and Sagaing Region, but
the deadliest attack occurred in Hpakant, Kachin State, killing more than 60 people.

Meanwhile, dozens of junta troops and junta-appointed administrators were also reportedly
killed in Karen State and Magwe and Mandalay regions.

Deadly junta air strike on Kachin concert condemned as war crime

In an attack widely condemned as a war crime, more than 60 people
celebrating the Kachin Independence Organization (KIO)'s
anniversary in Kachin State’s Hpakant on Sunday were killed in
nighttime junta airstrikes. KIO and Kachin Independence Army (KIA)
officials, prominent Kachin artists and civilians were among the
victims. Local media reported the total casualties could top 100. The
KIO is a powerful Kachin political organization whose armed wing, the
KIA, has been fighting against the Myanmar central government and
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its military for greater autonomy. Since the coup last year, the KIA has been conducting military
operations alongside anti-regime forces.

Junta air strikes in Kachin’s Moemauk force people to flee
Regime fighter jets are seen during training.

The junta carried out massive air strikes on Moemauk
Township, Kachin State day and night for three
consecutive days after fighting was reported between
junta forces and a combined force of the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA) and the People’s Defense Force,
the latter reported on Saturday morning. Hundreds of
locals have reportedly fled due to the junta’s indiscriminate aerial bombardment of the town
and are in dire need of food.

Children orphaned as junta shells IDP camp in Kayah State

A displaced family hit by a junta air strike on an IDP camp
in Loikaw, which killed a couple, orphaning their two
children. / Karenni’s Voice

An artillery shell fired by junta forces at an internally

v displaced persons (IDP) camp in Kone Thar Village in
Kayah State’s Loikaw Township hit a displaced family on
Sunday night, killing the 35-year-old father on the spot
and causing a severe head wound to the mother, who
died the next day. One of their chlldren an 8-year-old, was injured in the thigh. The two were
also survived by a 6-month-old baby, according to local media and a refugee support network.

Regime offices attacked in Kawkareik

Resistance troops fighting along with the Kaw Thoo Lei
Army, an anti-regime Karen armed group, on Friday
seized ammunition in an attack on an outpost manned
by the Border Guard Force.

Myanmar military regime offices in Karen State’s
Kawkareik Township were attacked by combined
resistance troops fighting along with the Kaw Thoo Lei
Army, an anti-regime Karen armed group, on Friday.
During the eight-hour battle, the junta used artillery and
launched airstrikes at least 54 times, causing civilian casualties. The resistance forces

claimed that eight junta troops were killed during the fighting and a quantity of
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ammunition seized. During the fighting an outpost manned by the Border Guard Force (BGF), a
splinter Karen armed group loyal to the regime, was captured by resistance troops.

Two junta—appointed administrators killed in Bago

Two junta-appointed local administrators in Yedashe and Paukkhaung townships of Bago Regon
were shot dead on Sunday and Monday as part of the anti-regime resistance’s Operation Nan
Htike Aung. Bago Region PDF said that as guerrilla fighters were carrying out the attack on U
Nay Myo—who was also the head of a local Pyu Saw Htee pro-junta militia group—in Yedashe
on Sunday afternoon, his wife attempted to attack the resistance fighters, who were thus
forced to shoot and injure her, though she was not directly targeted in the operation.

Nine PDF members, civilian killed, burned in Sagaing

Resistance fighters of Monywa District Battalion 13
(Aung San Generation)

Nine members of a local resistance group, all in their
20s, and a civilian were killed in a pre-dawn raid in
Shwe Hlan Village, Yinmabin Township, Sagaing
Region, last Friday, according to the resistance group
Monywa District Battalion 13 (Aung San
Generation). Around 100 junta forces, who were not
wearing military uniforms, raided the village. The

A

victims’ burned bodies were discovered the next day.

Seven regime troops killed in police station attack in Magwe

Linkataw Police Station in Magwe Region’s Myaing
Township came under attack on Friday by four local
resistance groups, who claimed seven junta troops
were killed.

Linkataw Police Station in Magwe Region’s Myaing
Township came under attack on Friday by four local
resistance groups, who claimed to have killed seven
junta troops. Myaing People’s Defense Force, one of the groups joining the attack, said the
police station was raided twice on the day before the mission was aborted due to a lack of
ammunition. The junta used an Mi-35 helicopter to counter the raids.

At least four junta soldiers killed in vehicle bombing in Mandalay

Urban guerrilla group Generation Z Power-Mandalay said it carried out two land mine attacks
on a military vehicle carrying around 15 junta soldiers on Sunday afternoon in the region, killing
at least four junta soldiers and injuring others.
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civilians-while-losing-dozens-of-personnel-in-resistance-attacks.html

Has the Coup dealt a fatal blow to NCA? Analyzing the ups and downs of NCA's 7-year journey

Monday, October 24, 2022 | Development Media Group

October 15 marked the 7th anniversary of the signing of the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement
(NCA),which was considered to be the second most important process in the history of
Myanmar peace talks after the Panglong Conference.

Leaders from ethnic armed groups (EAOs), the Government and the Army all proclaimed their
willingness to resolve ethnic conflicts and war-filled with hatred and bloodshed- and to enter a
new period of dialogue instead of armed clashes. Some (but not all EAOs) signed the NCA
witnessed by the UN and representativesfrom European Union, China, Japan, Thailand, India
and others.

Principles of the NCA

The core principles were based on : to prevent the disintegration of the Union, to maintain the
ethnic unity, and to build a Union based on democracy and federalism, with full guarantees of
self-determination based on equality and justice in accordance with the spirit of Panglong.

Myanmar authorities themselves hoped the NCA would be a gateway to eding armed conflicts.
The EAOs also signed the NCA with the intention of amending the 2008 Constitution and
working towards its permanent abolition.

The beginning of the NCA’s journey

The history of NCA can be traced back to the period when U Thein Sein became president after
the 2010 election U Thein Sein's government started inviting EAOs to join the peace talks. It
took almost four years to negotiate the NCA agreement.

The EAOs that participated in the initial talks for the NCA included KIA, TNLA, MNDAA, AA and
ANC, but the negotiations soon reached an impasse for a variety of reasons.

On October 15 of 2015, 8 organizations, Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS), Karen
National Union (KNU), Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA), KNU/KNLA Peace Council
(KNU/KNLA-PC), All Burma Students' Democratic Front (ABSDF), Pa-O National Liberation Army
(PNLO), Arakan Liberation Party (ALP) and Chin National Front (CNF), were the first to sign the
NCA.

On February 13 2016 when the NLD government was in power, New Mon State Party (NMSP)
and Lahu Democratic Union (LDU) added their signatures bringing the total number of NCA-
signed EAOs to 10.
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The NCA is now 7 years old. During this period the NCA met four times under the auspices of
the Union Peace Conference (aka) 21st Century Panglong.

Findings from the Union Peace Conference

The Myanmar Military, the NCA-signed EAOs and the Government were able to hold the Union
Peace Conference for the first time in August 2016 in accordance with the peace framework
established by NCA. The event was attended by NCA-signed EAO leaders, as well as leaders
from some EAOs that have not yet signed the NCA and gave speeches.

At this first meeting of the 21st Century Panglong, various organizations discussed more than
70 papers submitted to the Federal Union Government. However these papers were archived
only for the record without any agreements being reached.

In May 2017 meetings of the second 21st Century Panglong were held again. This time 37
agreements were successfully negotiated.

In July 2018, Union Agreement Treaty’s Part 1 and 2 contained a total of 51 agreements, and 14
new ones were negotiated in the third 21st Century Panglong.

The Union Agreement Treaty was approved by the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (Assembly of the
Union).Those 51 agreements can be divided into 16 in political aspects,12 in economy aspects,
11 in social aspects, and 12 in land and environmental aspects.

On August 21 of 2020, the fourth 21st Century Panglong was organized. On the last day of the
meeting, the Union Agreement Treaty Part 3 was signed. According to the treaty, stakeholders
were able to agree on the implementing processes of the consensus beyond 2020.

In the 21st century Panglong, which was considered as the road map of NCA, 3 Parts of the
Union Agreement Treaty were signed, and a total of 71 agreements were reached.

However, particularly important propositions for the hopes of advancing the peace process,
such as the policies of division of power, deployment of troops, State-by-State constitutional
approvals and the devolution of authority over the management of natural resources, were not
included at all in these agreements.

Points to note- Part 3 of the NCA's Union Agreement Treaty extended provisions for dealing
with the armed movements

According to Part 3 of the treaty, stakeholders agreed to deploy troops without confronting
each other, to reduce tension among the armed organizations, and to use field communication
and other methods.

Chapter 3(a) of the treaty stated that territorial expansions, army movements, patrolling,
military expansions, planting mines, violent actions, vandalizing and launching offensives must
not take place within the cease-fire areas.
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In addition, the treaty also stipulated the two sides to negotiate and reach an agreement first: if
the members of a certain armed group need to travel armed within the territory controlled by
another organisation It also called on stakeholders to uphold the commitments that have been
collectively agreed upon, to be responsible in an open and transparent manner, and to continue
to implement the agreements in the contract.

How the NCA's journey veered off course

Long before the coup, the Myanmar’s military began to expand its areas of control, increasing
its military strength, arresting NCA-signed EAOs’ members and civilians, with prosecutions
under Article (17/1-2). They also sued the anti-war activists and youth leaders under various
other charges. Although the State and EAO leaders signed the NCA before the international
community, some agreements have been violated due to the bilateral relations, military
expansion, and the absence of effective independent monitoring.

On the other hand, some NCA-signed EAOs in response to the Tatamadaw’s military expansion
during the cease-fire period engaged in recruiting, reinforcing their armed forces, and collecting
taxes from the local public. In Papun, Karen State an area controlled by NCA-signed KNU,
fighting resume d because of a unilateral drive by the military to build a controversial road
under the pretext of “regional development” without any consultation with the EAO and the
local Karen community.

In summary, various commitments in the NCA agreement had been violated by both sides.

Loss of confidence in the NCA process since the Coup- The military coup has dealt a devastating
blow to some of the provisions of the NCA.

The Government, Hluttaw (Parliament), the Army, political parties and EAOs were stipulated to
be involved in NCA’s political discussions, but that parliament has been dissolved by the Military
Junta that seized power, and so there is no more Hluttaw to ratify the NCA discussions. Most
ethnic states are convulsed in war, as a result of the peaceful anti-coup mass protests being
ruthlessly suppressed. Many formerly peaceful protestors have been driven to take up arms in
self-defense,leading to the formation of PDFs and more recruits joining the EAOs fighting the
Junta.

NCA agreements appeared to have been rendered redundant and swept aside by the 2021
coup. Among the EAO signatories the KNU and the CNF, are engaged in fierce fighting with the
military. The Tatmadaw has expanded its bombing of civilian villages. There has been a massive
loss of confidence in the NCA.

Now the question is after the coup "Does NCA still exist?" Is the whole process of NCA
implementation at a standstill?
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Currently, NCA is like a bedridden patient with a severe stroke - not yet dead- but completely
unable to move.Large-scale armed conflicts are emerging throughout Myanmar. People are
suffering dire situations.

After the coup, the NCA-signed EAOs, individually and collectively condemned the Myanmar
Military, reflecting the diminishing role of the NCA..

When the Military started carrying out violent crackdowns on the people protesting against the
coup, the Bama people, who had only heard of civil war in the past, began to take up arms
themselves for the first time.

Impact of political crises on NCA

More than a year and a half after the coup, fierce battles are taking place across Myanmar
almost every day. KIA in Kachin State, KNU in Karen and Mon States, KNPP in Karenni State, CNF
and CDF joint forces in Chin State, MNDAA and TNLA in Shan State, and AA in Rakhine state, are
all fighting against the coup regime aka the Military Council.

Furthermore, intense fighting between the local People’s Defence Forces (PDFs) and the
Military Council troops intensified in Sagaing, Magway, Bago, Mandalay and other Bama-
majority Regions, those used to be peaceful areas (White zones) in the past.

Since the political goals of each EAO and the revolutionary forces are different, it is almost
impossible to continue to any Myanmar peace process within the previous NCA framework.The
prime objectives: toppling the military dictatorship, drafting a new peoples constitution, and
the policy of creating a true federal union, are widely viewed by the anti-coup movement as the
basic framework for ending the war.

Meanwhile , the Military Council continues to attempt to resuscitate the NCA and solicits the
remaining EAOs within the NCA framework to hold talks on the basis of the military-drafted
2008 constitution.

It was reported that EAO leaders present at the March 11 meeting of the Peace Process
Steering Team (PPST), told Myanmar Now that the NCA signatories were discussing ways to
prevent the ruling junta from shooting demonstrators and civilians. However other EAOs who
have denounced the Military Council, as an illegal regime with no mandate from the people
have declare, there is absolutely no reason to meet with the Military Council.

Where is the peace?

Myanmar gained independence in 1948. In practice the Burmese people have never been able
to enjoy the essence of freedom and peace, and are still struggling in the quagmire of war and
conflicts.

Especially in ethnic areas, the development of social and employment rights has been delayed,
and the loss of human resources has led to serious difficulties too.
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Overall, disagreements and deterioration in bilateral relations reappeared during the interim
period after the NCA was signed, pulling Myanmar back into wars and conflicts again.

All these horrible situations were related to the failures to implement the processes in the NCA
road map, and the violations and neglect of the agreements. The Peace Process Steering Team
(PPST) of NCA-EAOs also announced on October 14 that people were suffering due to the
failures to implement the original NCA procedures and agreements.

Seven EAOs are maintaining a relationship with the Military Council and attended the 7 th
anniversary.But these EAOs - The RCSS, DKBA, KNU/KNLA-PC, PNLO, NMSP, ALP, and LDU have
mostly the smaller armed groups (except for the Shan RSSF), and play little part in the ongoing
war.The major NCA -Ethnic armies among the NCA-signed EAOs are: KNU, ABSDF and CNF who
are all key players in the revolution. Not surprisingly , they did not attend the 7 th anniversary
military-organised celebrations in the capital.

The coup leader Min Aung Hlaing also reiterated he will continue to firmly “ the NCA and the
2008 Constitution.” That is a message that clearly kills one of the prime demands of EAO
concerning the drafting of a new federal union. It is ironic that the Military Junta celebrated the
7 th peace anniversary with a lavish ceremony in Napyidaw, at a time when millions of
Myanmar citizens are deliberately starved by food blockades, stripped of shelter by military
offensives and suffering from brutal aerial bombardment of civilian villages.

https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/has-coup-dealt-fatal-blow-nca-analyzing-ups-and-downs-
ncas-7-year-journey

Myanmar Junta Police Chief Demands International Action Against Opponents
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 October 2022

Junta-appointed police chief Major General Zin Min Htet attended the 90th General Assembly
of the international police organization, Interpol, in India last week, where he called for
cooperation to tackle expats from Myanmar opposing the regime.

The general assembly was held from October 18-21 in New Delhi.
Of 195 member countries, 170 sent high-level delegations.

The junta’s police chief held talks with the director-general of Malaysia’s Criminal Investigation
Department Police Major General Kamarudin Amin and Indonesia’s Interpol Secretary Police
Brigadier General Amur Chandra Juli Buana.

Zin Min Htet reportedly discussed the handover of Myanmar’s citizens who the regime has
described as “terrorists” from Malaysia and Indonesia. The regime labels its opponents as
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terrorists, including the civilian National Unity Government and its parliamentary and armed
wings.

Myanmar junta’s police delegation at the 90th Interpol
General Assembly in India.

On October 6, Malaysia detained and deported six striking
naval officers from Myanmar who sought asylum through the
United Nations refugee agency, the UNHCR.

Beauty contestant Han Lay, who had been living in Thailand
after Myanmar’s regime charged her with high treason for
criticizing the junta at the Miss Grand International beauty pageant in Thailand last year, was
denied entry at Suvarnabhumi Airport in Bangkok on September 21 on her return from Vietnam
and was stranded before she was granted asylum in Canada.

Zin Min Htet, who is also the deputy home affairs minister, had an informal meeting with the
chief of the Royal Thai Police Police General Damrongsak Kittiprapas at the general assembly.

On October 22, the police chief met Thailand’s Police Major General Khemmarin Hassiri in
Bangkok and discussed the illegal settlement of migrants and police cooperation against
Myanmar’s “terrorists” at the border, according to junta media.

In February, the regime called on international security organizations to help fight “terrorism”.
Interpol said it did not interfere in domestic crises.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-police-chief-demands-international-
action-against-opponents.html
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i ment on Al ks on Civilians in Kachin

We are following reports of a military air strike targeting a Kachin gathering
resulting in the deaths of a large number of civilians. Indiscriminate attacks whid

incudociln ictims coninon o case xtraorinay harm and sterng scroJRCER TSl S TR oEerl8 crlele Tl eleplomplRo vl Horplet 2 o w ] ot

the country. This attack underscores the military regime's responsibility for crisi|

and ins?a_b‘ilily in Myanmar and "Te r.egion and its disrfgard lo.r its obligatit.)n l_o m(ﬁ?(y?)aol?gﬂ %gog)e@g)ql(ﬁmaema()% Gm()scnolm

protect civilians and respect the principles and rules of international humanitaria
law.
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