PEACE Info (October 20, 2022)

Myanmar’s Civilian Govt and Resistance Groups Condemn Insein Prison Bombing
Myanmar’s junta bans family visits, food deliveries to seven prisons after bomb blast
Young but Determined, Myanmar Anti-Regime Fighter Motivates Others in Sacrificing His Life
Three people, including a junta army officer, shot dead in Yangon
Pregnant woman and her mother-in-law killed in Myanmar army ground and air assault in Sagaing
Sagaing IDPs Flee To Hpakant
Myanmar junta troops dump bodies, then retrieve them the next day
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Girl killed, boy injured by Myanmar army shelling in Rakhine State’s Rathedaung Township
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Myanmar’s Civilian Govt and Resistance Groups Condemn Insein Prison Bombing
By THE IRRAWADDY 20 October 2022
The blast site in Insein Prison. / Cincds

Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government (NUG) and
revolutionary forces have condemned the bombing of Insein prison
in Yangon, which left eight people dead on Wednesday morning.

After the two explosions, the security forces began shootings.

Those killed include the mother of a jailed student activist, relatives of at least two other
political detainees and three prison staff.

According to the junta, the blasts killed eight people, three prison staff and five visitors
including a child, and injured 18 others, including five prison staff and 13 civilians.

The NUG said it is investigating the incident. Its defense ministry’s code of conduct says only the
dictatorship should be targeted and civilians must be protected at all times.

It said those found responsible for the prison deaths would be prosecuted.

U Aung Myo Min, the shadow human rights minister, said: “Civilians should not be harmed
while fighting the terrorist army. The organizations formed to protect the people should not
harm their security.”

At least seven revolutionary groups, including urban underground associations and anti-junta
strike committees, condemned the attack.

Last week three civilians were killed and 19 injured during fighting at the base of the Kyaik Htee
Yoe “Golden Rock” pagoda in Mon State.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-civilian-govt-and-resistance-groups-
condemn-insein-prison-bombing.html

Myanmar’s junta bans family visits, food deliveries to seven prisons after bomb blast

The ban will likely take a psychological toll on inmates, who rely on outside food to supplement
their poor diet.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.10.20

Myanmar’s military junta on Thursday banned family visits and delivery of food and other
necessities to inmates in seven prisons across the country after an explosion at Yangon’s
Insein Prison killed eight people the day before, relatives and lawyers of the prisoners said.
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The entrance to Insein Prison in Yangon, Feb. 12, 2022.
RFA

Many prisoners in Myanmar rely on food from families
and friends to supplement their poor prison diet.

One woman said her sister, locked up in Insein Prison
after the February 2021 coup for setting off explosives,
suffers from a stomach disease they believe was caused by prison food.

“She can’t eat it — horrible quality of rice and tasteless meals. That’s why we cook and send
her plenty of food every 15 days,” said the woman, who asked that she remain anonymous.
“Now that we can’t send any food, | can’t even imagine how difficult their lives inside the
prison could be.”

In addition to Insein Prison, the junta indefinitely banned family visits and sending food to
prisons in Pyay, Thayarwaddy, Obo (Mandalay), Taungoo, Thayet and Bago. RFA Burmese
was unable to reach prison department officials for comment, and no official statement
confirming the ban was released.

The ban is likely to take a psychological toll on inmates, said Tun Kyi, a former political
prisoner.

“The prisoners who usually receive food and mental support from family and friends now
feel both physically and mentally discouraged, and that can lead to bodily and mental illness
as a consequence,” Tun Kyi said.

Trials at secret courts within Insein Prison were also suspended, a lawyer with knowledge of
the prisons courts told RFA.

“Family visits, sending parcels to the prisoners, the prison courts are all suspended,” he said.
“When we ask how long this ban is going to be in effect, they say they can only answer when
they get the order from the Ministry of Interior.”

A parcel-reception location at the entrance of Insein Prison
was damaged by an explosion in Yangon, Myanmar, Oct. 19,
2022. Credit: Military True News Information Team via AP

Shadowy Group

A little-known rebel group named Special Task Agency of
Burma, or STA, claimed responsibility for the bombing.
Efforts to reach the group were unsuccessful.

Anti-junta groups in Yangon said STA was not linked to them, and that they knew little about
the group, which has operated independently in the past.
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Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government and various anti-junta groups condemned
the attacks and called for those responsible to be held to account. In fact, the NUG also
issued a statement saying it would take legal action against any attack that leads to civilian
casualties, regardless of who or which group performs it.

After the blast, a member of the STA confirmed via social media that their group was
responsible for Wednesday’s bombing, which killed eight and injured 18.

“Yes, we are the ones who did the attack,” the statement said. “We targeted the prison
warden. We can confirm at least three prison employees, including the prison warden, were
killed by the blast.”

RFA could not verify the STA’s claim of the death of the warden in the blast. The military
junta’s press statement said five prison employees were killed.

One of the dead was 54-year-old Kyee Myint, the mother of a political prisoner named Lin
Htet Naing, said a parliament lawyer with knowledge of the case.

The family visit ban is a great loss for the prisoners and those who planned the attack should
not have targeted the places where civilians could be victimized, a regular volunteer visitor
to Insein Prison told RFA.

“It’s a loss of prisoners’ rights. The attackers should have thought of that in the first place.
They said they targeted the prison chief,” he said, “but the civilian visitors have to suffer
firsthand and all prisoners throughout the country have to suffer, too.”

Translated by Myo Min Aung. Written in English by Malcolm Foster.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/ban-10202022173001.html

Young but Determined, Myanmar Anti-Regime Fighter Motivates Others in Sacrificing His Life
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 20 October 2022

Yaw Defense Force (YDF) Deputy Commander Ko Phyo Wai Soe was returning with two
comrades from a front-line guerilla operation in Gangaw township when they were ambushed
by regime forces on the afternoon of Oct. 9.

The three YDF fighters were riding motorbikes when they encountered a group of eight junta
policemen near Kyun Khone Thar village, 40 kilometers north of Gangaw town in Magwe Region
— a resistance stronghold. Of the three, only Ko Phyo Wai Soe was armed.

The YDF deputy commander had only his 9 mm pistol as he and his comrades confronted the
heavily armed police squad. He was hit in his chest and thigh, while his comrade Pwar Lay was
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shot in the head. Both died in the firefight. The third resistance fighter, Naing Thein, managed
to escape back to base to deliver news of their deaths.

The untimely death of the 21-year-old technological university student-turned-guerrilla leader
was a severe blow to fellow YDF fighters and supporters of the armed anti-regime resistance.

YDF Commander Ko Myat Thu said Ko Phyo Wai Soe’s passing was a big loss for the resistance
force but also further motivation to uproot Myanmar’s military dictatorship as this was what
their deputy commander had fought for.

“His final words were, ‘l do nothing without the consent of the people,” Ko Myat Thu said.
“We will just try harder to achieve what he wanted.”
‘Outstanding young man’, ‘a person of untold bravery’

Ko Phyo sitting in the front row at a parade marking the
one-year anniversary of the YDF in May. (Supplied)

At least a dozen local resistance groups, ethnic armed
organizations (EAOs) — including the Arakan Army and
Chinland Defense Force —and two ministries of the
National Unity Government (NUG) have released
statements of condolence, praising the YDF deputy
commander as “an outstanding young man” and “a

person of untold bravery.”

In a condolence letter from the NUG’s Ministry of International Cooperation, Union Minister Dr.
Sasa described Ko Phyo Wai Soe as “one of the heroes who sacrificed themselves for the future
of the country”, calling his death a big loss not only for the YDF but also for the whole of
Myanmar.

The powerful Arakan Army (AA) ethnic armed group described him as a “model” leader in the
country’s fight against the junta, commonly known as “Myanmar’s Spring Revolution.” The AA
praised him not only for his talent on the battlefield but for leading the push to reopen schools
in areas outside of junta control where the YDF operates.

“He was one of the leaders, involved in the revolution since the earliest days. He was decisive
and strong-minded in military affairs. | salute him with sadness and praise,” said Ma Grace,
platoon commander of the Myaung Women Warriors, a regiment of the Civilian Defense
Security Organization Myaung (CDSOM) in Magwe Region.

Known as Ko Phyo by his comrades, the deputy commander not only led troops on the ground
but also networked and cooperated with other armed groups, including EAOs, since their early
days of operation. He forged friendships with many other armed resistance groups that
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emerged in the region after the February 2021 coup, and as well as with EAOs that had been
fighting military dictatorship for decades.

Rich kid leading fight against brutal junta

YDF troops patrol a rural area in Gangaw district last year.
(Supplied)

YDF is a people’s armed resistance group founded and
based in Yaw Territory, Gangaw district, covering the
Gangaw, Htilin, Saw and Kyaukhtu townships bordering
Chin State. The area is now a hotbed of armed resistance to
the junta’s military forces.

YDF is among the area’s largest resistance groups formed since last year’s coup, and now boasts
15 units.

It was founded just days after the Feb. 1 coup by Ko Phyo, Ko Myat Thu and two other Yaw
residents.

A university student and the youngest son of a wealthy family, Ko Phyo had a happy life with a
bright future until the military takeover. Unlike many rich kids of his age, he loved reading and
getting involved in social activities and the student union, his colleagues said.

When street protests against the coup first broke out, he and Ko Myat Thu, three years his
senior, organized the rallies in Gangaw.

From the beginning, Ko Phyo believed that only armed struggle could root out military
dictatorship. Having made their decision to resist the coup regime, he and Ko Myat Thu
immediately traveled to EAO-controlled areas for basic military training.

They returned to Yaw territory a couple of months later, and the YDF was born with support
from EAOs in Kachin, Chin and Karen States.

The YDF has offered strong resistance to regime forces in several operations and claims to have
killed over 700 junta troops. Ko Phyo was responsible for directing most of the battles on the
ground. The Irrawaddy is unable to verify the number of casualties claimed.

Ko Phyo was also the first to smuggle Pakistan-made automatic rifles through regime
checkpoints to resistance fighters in Yaw territory. But still faced with a shortage of automatic
rifles, he helped produced homemade guns and was working on manufacturing contact-
explosion cannons.

But he was constantly at risk of arrest.
In September last year, Ko Phyo was returning from a meeting to buy weapons when he was

arrested at a junta outpost.

Page 6 of 65



Police and military personnel found out he was a YDF member and interrogated him. Ko Phyo
told them he was merely a subordinate and had no serious information about the resistance
group. Three days of torture followed, during which was stabbed in the ears by a screwdriver,
beaten all over his body, and had his crushed by bamboo, Ko Myat Thu recalled.

Fortunately, his young age and stoicism convinced his captors he was telling the truth and they
released him on parole.

Following his release, he spent one month in hospital. When he had recovered from his torture
injuries, he headed straight back to the front line and his YDF comrades.

Escaping peril until the last fight

YDF comrades fly the flag on a hill in Yaw Territory last
year. (Supplied)

In February, the YDF joined up with the Myaing People’s
Defense Force (Myaing — PDF) to attack a junta outpost in
Min Ywar village, Gangaw Township. Though it was
described as a police station, the outpost was housing
military troops who were waiting for reinforcements
before deploying in the area.

Led by Ko Phyo, the resistance operation was a success with at least 20 junta forces killed and
about 30 injured.

But when Ko Phyo was hit by a bullet that pierced his jaw, entered his chest and severed an
artery, his comrades thought he would die on the spot.

“But though badly injured, he gave a thumbs-up and an order to keep fighting,” said a YDF
comrade who was fighting alongside him.

Luckily, he survived the battle and recovered from his wounds.

Ko Phyo recalled the experience in an online speech to mark the YDF’'s one-year anniversary in

2 YDF forces parade to mark the one-year anniversary of
# the armed resistance group in May. (Supplied)

“l was wounded, so our medics rescued me and took
me back to the base. My comrades kept fighting for an
hour, and we were almost able to capture the station.
But reinforcements arrived, so they had to fall back. |
still feel regret today about not managing to seize the

station,” he said.
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Ko Myat Thu said injuries to arteries usually take years to heal but Ko Phyo recovered in just
three months after a strict regime of daily exercise and determination.

However, Ko Myat Thu and other leaders urged him to take a back seat and command from
behind the lines rather than fighting on the ground.

But he refused and had just resumed front-line action when he was caught in the Oct. 9
ambush with just his 9 mm pistol.

This time there was no escape.

Another who knew Ko Phyo well was Maung Saungkha, commander of the Bamar People’s
Liberation Army (BPLA) resistance group. He expressed his sorrow over losing a revolutionary
comrade and seeing yet another young life sacrificed in resisting the military regime.

“To achieve our goal, we pay with losses like these. Those of us who remain alive need to keep
up the fight to get the genuine federation we expect,” Maung Saungkha told The Irrawaddy,
referring to the democratic federal Union that anti-regime forces are fighting for.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/young-but-determined-myanmar-
anti-regime-fighter-motivates-others-in-sacrificing-his-life.html

Three people, including a junta army officer, shot dead in Yangon

The killings in Hlaing township come a month after an anti-junta group killed two ex-officers in
the same area.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.10.20

The bodies of two of the victims on Baho Road in Hlaing
township. Citizen journalist

Military council Army officer Cpt. Myint Swe has been shot
dead along with his wife and another army serviceman in
Myanmar's commercial capital Yangon.

Myint Swe, his wife Yadanar Oo and a colleague Aung Ko
Min were killed as they returned to the captain’s family

home in Hlaing township on Thursday at around 9:30 a.m. according to local residents. All
three died on the spot, a source — who did not want to be named for safety reasons — told
RFA.

“IMying Swe] was going back to his parents’ house. They were shot near the Thiri Myaing
bus stop. | heard the sounds of gunshots in the neighborhood and | learned that the victims
were a captain, his wife and a comrade,” said the source, adding that Baho Road, where the
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three were killed, had been closed by junta soldiers who searched the area. The road has
since been reopened.

No group has claimed responsibility for the shooting, the second time in a month army
officers were targeted in the township. On Sept. 24, retired Brig. Gen. | Ohn Twin and his
son-in-law, former Cpt. Ye Tayza were shot dead by an anti-junta group called Inya Urban
Force.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/officer-shot-in-yangon-10202022061643.html

Pregnant woman and her mother-in-law killed in Myanmar army ground and air assault in
Sagaing

Junta troops capture civilians who were seeking refuge in a monastery and displace thousands
of locals from six villages across Yinmabin and Pale townships

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Oct 20, 2022

The remains of a state school operating under the publicly
mandated National Unity Government in Sagaing Region,
burned down and photographed on October 14 (Myanmar
Now)

Two women were killed when Myanmar military forces
launched a two-pronged attack on villages on the border
S between Yinmabin and Pale townships in Sagaing Region
on Wednesday morning, firing on the area from above and sending soldiers to attack on foot,
locals said.

Two fighter jets carried out an airstrike on the area before a pair of helicopters dropped
soldiers off at a site near the village of Nyaung Tan at 10am. They proceeded to raid the
neighbouring communities of Pyar Oh and Yin Paung Taing.

A 33-year-old woman named Soe Soe—who was seven months pregnant—and her mother-in-
law Nyein Nyunt, in her 60s, were killed in the attack on Pyar Oh.

The raiding troops captured displaced villagers who had been taking refuge in the Pyar Oh
monastery and brought them to Yin Paung Taing, which they occupied next.

A local said that the junta forces were “using that village as a meeting point” and noted that
they had blocked all roads in and out of the area.

Local anti-junta defence teams confirmed that two columns of Myanmar army soldiers had set
up a base in Yin Paung Taing.
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The village was targeted in both ground and air assaults by the military in August that killed
some 19 civilians. Several nearby communities were also torched.

“They fired heavy weapons from aircrafts during the previous airstrike, but this time, the sound
was not as loud, so | think they were using light weapons,” the local man said. “The aircrafts
were hovering around an area several miles long and firing shots.”

Thousands of villagers from Yin Paung Taing, Pu Htoe Thar, Ywar Thit, Non Tan, Pyar Oh and
Nyaung Tan villages were displaced by the military’s recent assaults despite there being no
battles with resistance forces in the immediate area.

Maung Shwe Wah contributed to this report.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/pregnant-woman-and-her-mother-in-law-killed-in-
myanmar-army-ground-and-air-assault-in-sagaing

Sagaing IDPs Flee To Hpakant
20th October 2022
Hpakant Migrant Workers

Many people have fled the war in Sagaing Region for a

: better life in Hpakant in Kachin State. But once in the

= o &« jade-rich area, they’re at the mercy of thugs hired by the
’ big mining companies who beat them up if they catch
them scavenging for jade in the pits where they risk
their lives every day searching for the precious stone.

CHINNEWS.COM

“In Hpakant, we can work on a jade block and earn some money to send to our families. Many
of us are internally displaced persons from Sagaing Region,” says *Maung Myo Chit, who comes
from Kaw Lin Township in Sagaing Region.

Before last year’s coup, they were afraid of being arrested by the police and soldiers, but now
they have to hide from goons who will slap them on the face or worse, beat them with sticks
and fire slingshots at them.

Despite the dangerous working conditions, Maung Myo Chit hopes that one day he’ll find a jade
stone that will turn his luck around. “We have to seek out opportunities, but at the same time
we must be careful, because it’s a dangerous life we lead.”

According to local volunteer groups, the jade companies have been working around the clock
since the beginning of the year, and if their workers are killed in landslides, they don’t take any
responsibility for their deaths.
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The military regime has repeatedly stated that no one is allowed to mine jade in Hpakant, but
hundreds of mines have been operating in Lon Khin, Hpakant, Mawsizer, Nam Maw and Hpa
Pyin Mamung since spring 2021.

The companies have reportedly paid the Burma Army (BA) and also the Kachin Independence
Army (KIA) for permission to operate in the area. Representatives for other ethnic armed
groups are also involved in the extraction of jade in Hpakant.

One local, who doesn’t want to give his name, said that since the regime cut off connectivity, no
one from outside the region knows the many difficulties they face.

Another local, who asked that his name not be mentioned, said the internet shutdown has
nothing to do with the armed conflict. “They want people to go about their business and not
get involved in revolutionary affairs.”

BA Light Infantry Division 33 and the People’s Militia often clash with KIA Brigade 9 and the
People’s Defence Forces in the township.

Some investors have built housing for the irregular workers and take 50 per cent of what they
can earn in the pits, while other landlords want only 10 per cent of their profit

One worker told KNG on condition of anonymity that he doesn’t have to pay his landlord any
rent at all. The men are supposedly from the same village and the landlord only wants to see
what he finds first. However, the worker says that he’s not obliged to sell it to him and that he
may sell it to others.

A vendor said inflation and poor transport routes to the area mean that food prices, rents and
taxes in Hpakant are constantly in flux. “We can make some money here, but we have to spend
most of it.”

According to the last census, 300,000 people lived in Hpakant Township.
*The source’s name have been changed for security concerns.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/10/20/sagaing-idps-flee-to-hpakant/

Myanmar junta troops dump bodies, then retrieve them the next day

The victims—four men and a woman—were all shot in the head at close range and had their
hands and feet tied

Thura Maung | Published on Oct 20, 2022

Regime forces who dumped the bodies of five people they killed on Monday returned to collect
them the next day, according to residents of a village in Mandalay Region’s Ngazun Township.
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Junta soldiers crack down on a protest in Mandalay in
February 2021 (Myanmar Now). The body of an
unidentified man killed in the village of Kula Ywar Gyi
on October 19 (Supplied)

Locals say they found the bodies in the southern part
of the village of Kula Ywar Gyi as they were walking
to their fields early Tuesday morning.

The victims—four men in their 30s and a young
woman in her late teens or early 20s—had their hands tied behind their backs and bullet
wounds in their heads, the villagers said.

According to a local man who saw the bodies before they were taken away, three military
vehicles arrived in the village at around 9pm the night before.

“We heard several gunshots, but we were too afraid to go out and see what was happening. It
looks like they just dumped the bodies and left,” he said, speaking on condition of anonymity.

The villagers were still examining the bodies—which were also blindfolded and had their feet as
well as their hands tied—when the three army trucks returned.

Another local told Myanmar Now that the victims were not residents of Kula Ywar Gyi and
suggested that they had been disposed of there to make it look as if they had been killed by the
anti-regime People’s Defence Force (PDF).

“They wanted to make it look like the PDF did this, but we know who it was. A number of
people here saw them coming in their trucks,” he said.

A member of a local defence team said the move was probably also meant as warning.

“There have been quite a few clashes with junta targets in Kula Ywar Gyi, so they are just trying
to discourage people living there from taking part in the revolution,” he said.

Resistance forces assassinated the village’s junta-appointed administrator in February of this
year and then killed his successor in April.

The identities of the five victims killed on Monday could not be determined at the time of
reporting.

The military routinely disposes of bodies on roadsides, especially when their victims are
affiliated with Myanmar’s ousted ruling party, the National League for Democracy.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-troops-dump-bodies-then-retrieve-
them-the-next-day
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Three Children Killed By Random Myanmar Junta Shelling

By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 20 October 2022

James Siang Za Uk and Henry Bawi Za Lian. / Chin
Journal

Two six-year-old boys in Chin State and one 14-
year-old girl in Rakhine State have been killed by
Myanmar junta shells, according to residents.

Regime troops based at a hill in Yay Soe Chaung
village in Rathedaung Township, Rakhine State,
shelled Pyain Taw village yesterday morning and
Ma Nyein Nyein San, 14, was killed at her house,
residents said.

A villager said four shells were fired at the village
although there had been no fighting nearby.

“Three shells landed outside the village. The frightened villagers ran from their houses,
including the girl. The last shell killed her,” he said.

Pyain Taw villagers said Arakan Army (AA) troops were closing routes to the Yay Soe Chaung
outpost, prompting troops to fire shells at random every day.

Villagers were not able to hold a funeral for Ma Nyein Nyein San because they fear more
shelling if junta troops see a crowd in the village, said residents.

A shell also hit Bon Lun village in Hakha Township, Chin State, on Wednesday afternoon.

James Siang Za Uk and Henry Bawi Za Lian, both six, were coming home from school when they
were killed by a shell and a six-year-old girl was injured, according to a village pastor.

“The injured child is in Hakha hospital in critical condition. There was no fighting and no armed
groups around the village,” the pastor told The Irrawaddy.

Fighting with the AA is escalating in Rakhine State and regime troops in Minbya Township in the
state were reportedly continuously shelling villages this week.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/three-children-killed-by-random-myanmar-junta-
shelling.html
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Girl killed, boy injured by Myanmar army shelling in Rakhine State’s Rathedaung Township

Similar incidents earlier in the week also left four civilians dead in two other townships in the
northern part of the state

Wai Tha Tun | Published on Oct 20, 2022

A part of the Rathedaung-Ponnakyun road seen in
January 2021 (Myanmar Now)

A 13-year-old girl was killed and another child was
injured when their village was hit by artillery fire from a
nearby military base in northern Rakhine State’s
Rathedaung Township on Wednesday.

Residents of the area say the shelling began shortly
before 11am and hit several local villages, including Pain Taw, where the two casualties were
reported.

Junta forces stationed at the Yae Soe Chaung tactical base, located about 20km north of the
town of Rathedaung, fired at least four artillery shells at the villages, locals said.

According to a resident of Pain Taw, the girl who died was hit in the back as she and her family
were fleeing.

“A shell fell about six feet from their house and she was thrown about 20 feet away by the
explosion. She was killed instantly. There was nothing left of her spine and all her internal
organs were crushed,” said the villager.

PR Q) ettt nirE e denimesgi® A map shows the Yae Soe Chaung tactical base and
villages that were hit by shelling on October 19
(Arakan Info Desk)

The girl—eighth-grade student Nyein Aye San—was
killed at around 11:20am, the Pain Taw resident
added.

The other victim, who was identified as the five-year-
old son of a villager named San San Oo, reportedly

suffered only a minor head injury.

“His head was just grazed,” said the villager who spoke to Myanmar Now, adding that the
entire village has been evacuated since the incident.

Pain Taw residents were also forced to flee their homes during a two-year conflict between
Myanmar’s military and the Arakan Army (AA) that ended in late 2020.
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Although the two sides have since resumed fighting, no clashes were reported in the area on
Wednesday.

The other villages affected by the shelling were Kalarchaung and Ohn Taw, sources said.

The shelling in Rathedaung comes just days after at least four people were killed in two similar
incidents in Minbya and Kyauktaw townships on Monday.

According to local sources, artillery fired by troops stationed at the Kyein Taung pagoda in
Minbya killed two people in the village of Phalaungpyin, including an 11-year-old child, and one
in the village of Daunt Chaung Gyi, and injured several others.

Later the same day, a 30-year-old Rohingya woman reportedly died when regime forces fired
on Kyauktaw’s Pike The ward from a security checkpoint on the town’s Kissapanadi Bridge.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/girl-killed-boy-injured-by-myanmar-army-shelling-in-
rakhine-states-rathedaung-township

Armed conflicts cause restrictions on support of humanitarian aids in Rakhine: OCHA
PUBLISHED 20 OCTOBER 2022

YANGON-----There have been restrictions on support of
humanitarian aids due to ongoing armed conflicts take place in
Rakhine State, according to the announcement of the United
Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA Myanmar) on September 19th.

The OCHA Myanmar announcement reported that the renewed
fighting between the Tatmadaw and the Arakan Army (AA) took
place in Rakhine State. Especially the displaced peoples in
northern Rakhine State already need the humanitarian

assistances.

According to the latest statistics of the United Nations (UN), the total number of internally
displaced people in Myanmar has reached more than 1.4 million as of October10th, it said.

The OCHA Myanmar reported also said that the partner organizations faced the delay in
supplying the humanitarian aids for Buthidaung, Maungdaw, Minbyar, Mrauk-U, Yathadaung
Townships due to the travel restrictions.

The OCHA Myanmar said in a statement that humanitarian organizations are urging to continue
their efforts to ensure the safe and unhindered passage of aid.
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The fighting took place in many villages in Shwegu Township, Kachin State, since early of
October. The fighting displaced about 1,000 villagers who already fled to the downtown.

It stated that the ongoing armed conflict between Tatmadaw, ethnic armed groups and their
allied People's Defense Forces (PDF) has resulted in displacement and humanitarian needs
throughout Myanmar.

Local and international humanitarian organizations are meeting the emerging needs as much as
possible, and during the first half of 2022, they were able to provide assistance to 3.1 million
people. Efforts are being made to encourage and mobilize especially to visit the conflict areas
and provide effective assistance, according to OCHA Myanmar.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/armed-conflicts-cause-restrictions-on-support-of-
humanitarian-aids-in-rakhine-ocha

Locals Fear Fighting In Nawngkio Township
By SHAN - October 20, 2022

Villagers are afraid of fresh fighting between the Burma Army (BA) and the Ta’ang National
Liberation Army (TNLA) after both armies dispatched troops to Nawngkio Township in northern
Shan State.

“We’re worried they’ll be a gunfight. It’s time for harvest and we are praying that fighting won’t
start in our area,” a Nawngkio man told SHAN on condition of anonymity. He explained that the
BA are along the highway and that the TNLA and People’s Defence Force (PDF) are in the jungle.
He said if the BA enters the jungle, there will definitely be a fight.

TNLA troops.

According to locals, the BA sent 30 soldiers
from its Infantry Battalion 114 and Ta’ang
soldiers were sent to Si Khu, a village
about 20 miles from Nawngkio town.

Besides, the Shan State Progress Party also
has men in the township who could

engage with the BA.

Since August, the Mandalay chapter of the PDF has been fighting the regime in Nawngkio
Township.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25416
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Myanmar Military Officer, Three Local Officials Among 10 Regime Forces Killed in Two Days
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 October 2022

A Myanmar military strategist and three junta-appointed administrators were among 10 regime
forces killed by People’s Defense Force groups (PDFs) and ethnic armed organizations (EAQOs) in
the last two days during operations against regime targets.

Meanwhile, at least four civilians including three children were killed at the hands of regime
forces.

Incidents were reported in Karen, Chin and Rakhine states and Sagaing, Mandalay and Bago
regions.

The Irrawaddy has rounded up the following reports of significant attacks by PDFs and EAOs, as
well as the regime’s latest atrocities.

Junta military strategist assassinated by resistance snipers in Karen

Resistance fighters of the KNLA and an allied
PDF group during an operation. / Cobra
Column

Military Colonel Win Min Qo, the chief
strategist of Tactical Battalion 441, was
confirmed killed by resistance snipers of the
Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and its
allied Federal Wing Drone Force during a five-
hour firefight in Myawaddy Township, Karen
State on Wednesday, claimed KNLA’s Cobra

Column.

The fierce clash started at 9:30 a.m. when the KNLA and the PDF group attacked forces of
Myanmar military Infantry Battalions 102, 8 and 207, which were invading the Luu Khoe area.

During the attack, two nearby regime military bases supported their ground forces with artillery
strikes against the resistance groups.

Four other junta soldiers were seriously injured in the clash. No resistance casualties were
reported.

In the evening, one more soldier was killed by KNLA snipers during an attack on a military base
at a hilltop near Lay Kaw Kaw town in the township.

Two kindergarten students killed in junta artillery strike in Chin
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Two ethnic Chin kindergarten students who were killed by junta
artillery strikes in Hakha. / The Chin Journal

Two kindergarten students, James Siang Za Uk, 6, and Henry
Bawi Za Lian, 6, were killed in junta artillery strikes on Bonlwin
Village in Hakha Township, Chin State on Wednesday afternoon
while they were returning from school, local media outlet The
Chin Journal reported.

Another student, a 6-year-old girl, was seriously injured by the
explosives. There was no clash with resistance forces going on
at the time, and the junta forces shelled the civilian area unprovoked, the local media reported,
guoting residents.

Girl, 14, killed in junta artillery strike in Rakhine

Ma Nyein Nyein San after being hit by junta explosives in
Rathedaung Township on Wednesday. / Western News

Grade 7 student Ma Nyein Nyein San, 14, was killed in
Rathedaung Township, Rakhine State on Wednesday morning
when the Myanmar military’s Yesoe Chaung base
indiscriminately shelled Byeintaw Village with three artillery
rounds, unprovoked by any clash, reported local media outlet
Western News.

The junta shelling prompted most of the village’s residents to flee.

Two civilians were injured in Kyauktaw Township, Rakhine State on the same day when regime
forces guarding a bridge used both heavy explosives and firearms to attack nearby villages
following a blast at the bridge.

Disabled civilian shot dead by junta forces in Sagaing

The parents of Ko Myin Oo, who was killed by junta troops in
Myaung Township on Wednesday, mourn and hug his body.
/ Ko Nway Oo-Myaung

Disabled person Ko Myint Oo, 45, who was deaf and had
only one arm, was shot dead by regime forces in Myaung
Township, Sagaing Region at 5 a.m. Wednesday during their
raid on Shwe Bon Thar Village, said the Civil Defense and
Security Organization of Myaung (CDSOM).
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The victim was gunned down while he was attempting to evacuate his elderly parents. Regime
forces also looted nearly 2 million kyats (US$950) in cash and two mobile phones from houses
in the village.

After learning of the raid, local resistance forces used land mines and 40-mm explosives to
ambush regime troops returning to Kyaukyit police outpost after the operation.

Regime forces fled in different directions after two military troops were injured in the PDF
ambush.

Villagers trapped by surprise junta air raid in Sagaing

Two military helicopters during a raid on villages in
Yinmabin Township on Wednesday. / CJ

Several hundred residents have been trapped since two
Russian-made Mi-35 helicopter gunships attacked their
villages, including Yin Paung Taing, in Yinmabin Township,
Sagaing Region on Wednesday, as they are surrounded by
about 100 regime troops. The troops were airlifted in by
four transport helicopters, according to residents.

No further details of the situation have emerged since
then.

On Aug. 11, 18 people including resistance fighters were killed in Yin Paung Taing when three
Mi-35 gunships attacked a crowd in the village. Sixty troops dropped by helicopters raided and
occupied the village for two days.

Four junta soldiers killed by PDF land mines in Bago

A bridge burned down by regime forces in Kyaukgyi
Township on Tuesday. / Taugnoo PDF

Four regime troops were killed and three seriously
injured in Kyaukgyi Township, Bago Region on Tuesday
when resistance fighters of Taungoo District PDF
Battalion 3502 used land mines to ambush 100 regime forces near Nyaung Pin Thar Village in
the township.

After being ambushed, the junta troops burned down a small bridge nearby.
Junta police officer killed in Bago

A junta police officer was killed and two others injured in Paungde Township, Bago Region on
Wednesday afternoon when PDF fighters of Paungde PDF Battalion 3601 used a land mine to
ambush regime policemen on three motorbikes on a road.
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Junta-appointed ward administrator attacked in Bago

The resistance group Tharyarwaddy Galone Force claimed to have shot and wounded regime-
appointed ward administrator U Tun Tun Win and his wife Ma Lei Lei Win, a civil servant
working for a junta-controlled agriculture bank, on the Yangon-Pyay highway between
Tharyarwaddy and Letpandan townships in Bago Region on Wednesday morning.

Bago Regional PDF said the attack was a part of Operation Nann Htike Aung being carried out
against regime targets.

In the attack, the administrator was seriously injured after being shot in the waist and his wife
was injured in the leg, the PDF attackers told local media.

Junta-appointed village administrator assassinated in Mandalay

Junta-appointed village administrator Aung Min Tun inspects a
man being tied and blindfolded. / Bo Kaung Kin Revolution Group

The resistance group Bo Kaung Kin Revolution Group claimed on
Wednesday that it killed Aung Min Tun, a regime-appointed
village administrator of Myauk Tangar Village in Madaya Township
in Mandalay Region.

The owner of illegal gambling businesses, the dead man was also
notorious for threatening and torturing innocent civilians suspected of being PDF supporters,
the group said.

A PDF photo shows the administrator inspecting a man who is tied and blindfolded.
Junta-appointed village administrator killed in Mandalay

An improvised gun seized by PDF members from junta-
appointed village administrator U Aung Win Gyi. / CJ

U Aung Win Gyi, the regime-appointed village administrator of
Oakpho Ywarthit Village in Madaya Township, Mandalay Region
was reportedly assassinated by combined PDF groups on
Wednesday, according to local media.

He was notorious for torturing and exploiting civilians, the PDF groups said.
An improvised gun was seized from the administrator.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmar-military-officer-three-
local-officials-among-10-regime-forces-killed-in-two-days.html

Page 20 of 65


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmar-military-officer-three-local-officials-among-10-regime-forces-killed-in-two-days.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmar-military-officer-three-local-officials-among-10-regime-forces-killed-in-two-days.html

Myanmar’s economy has declined since 2018 but it has now stabilized and improved: SAC
chief

PUBLISHED 20 OCTOBER 2022 | EMG

Myanmar's economy has declined since 2018 but
it has now stabilized and improved, said Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing, chairman of the State
Administration Council (SAC) on October 18 while
meeting with the MSME entrepreneurs at the
State Hall in Mawlamyaing, Mon State.

In the meeting, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing said that in the past there was no
encouragement for domestic manufacturing, but only imports and consumption from abroad
resulted in domestic needs. We are working to reduce the importation of basic consumer goods
and food products that can be produced locally from abroad, and we are doing so because of
the large foreign deficit. Similarly, we are encouraging enough production for food, drinks and
consumer goods by improving domestic manufacturing activities. Due to the control of imports
from abroad, domestic industries are strengthened and jobs are abundant. In the past,
Although difficulties have arisen due to the high manufacturing costs, lack of raw materials, not
getting enough fuel and energy occurred in the production of cement and technical
requirements, now they have taken steps to restore operations. He said that since 2018/2019,
the country's economy has declined, but now the country's economy has stabilized and
improved.

Manufacturing needs raw materials, fuel and electricity. Many electricity projects were
implemented in our country, but they were stopped due to various reasons. Therefore, there
are domestic electricity needs, and on the one hand, fuel and gas prices have risen. At present,
solar power generation activities are being carried out. In Mon State, solar power generation
activities can be carried out for a period of time. If the factories use solar energy, it will save the
cost. Therefore, he wants them to make efforts to produce electricity using solar energy, he
said.

In some countries, electric vehicles are being used for public transportation to save fuel. We are
making efforts to use the transportation system that uses electricity in the country. The fuel
needed for vehicles and motorcycles that are used daily has to be imported from abroad, so
there is a cost of spending foreign currency. Therefore, efforts are being made to implement a
transportation system that uses electricity to save fuel. If this can be done, the cost of fuel will
be greatly reduced, and it will bring many benefits to the nation, said Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing.

The meeting was attended by the joint secretary of the council, Lt. Gen. Ye Win Oo, Union
Ministers U Win Shein, Dr. Kan Zaw, U Tin Htut Oo, U Hla Moe, Dr. Charlie Than, U Aung Naing
Oo and Mon State Chief Minister U Zaw Lin Tun, Chief of General Staff (Army, Navy, Air)
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General Maung Maung Aye, senior military officers from the Office of the Commander-in-Chief
of Defence, Commander and officials of the Southeast Regional Command, State government
members and Myanmar Entrepreneurship and Micro, Small & Medium Enterprise (MSME) in
Mon State.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/myanmars-economy-has-declined-since-2018-but-it-has-
now-stabilized-and-improved-sac-chief

Collapse in minerals exports robs junta of key revenue
OCTOBER 20, 2022 | By FRONTIER

1 A mining waste dump area in Monywa, pictured in 2013.
(AFP)

The closure of Myanmar’s biggest mines due to the post-
coup conflict has contributed to an 80 percent plummet in
export earnings from the sector over the last two years.

. Monthly earnings from Myanmar’s mining exports have
shrunk from more than USS$150 million to only $30 million since the 2019-20 fiscal year.

Although on-off border restrictions imposed by China to limit COVID-19 continue to disrupt
trade, much of this 80 percent drop is due to a halt in production at copper mines in Sagaing
Region run by Chinese companies Wanbao and Yangtze, which revealed on May 6 that
operations had been suspended since soon after the February 2021 military coup.

This has denied the junta a key source of foreign currency, the short supply of which has been
indicated by the regime’s imposition of capital controls in recent months.

The copper mines are Myanmar’s biggest by production volume and are an important source of
revenue for the state, as well as for the military directly through shares held by its sanctioned
conglomerate Myanma Economic Holdings Limited.

The failure to resume operations is largely a result of the post-coup conflict and the threat
posed by armed resistance groups, some of which have targeted mining infrastructure.
Workplace strikes aimed at denying revenue to the regime have also been a factor.

Myanmar is endowed with a wide range of valuable minerals. Data from the Department of
Mines shows that the most mined include non-ferrous metals such as copper, lead, tin and zinc,
ferrous metals such as nickel and chromium, precious metals such as gold and silver, and jade
and gems.

Copper, the third most widely used metal in the world, is extracted at three of the five largest
mines in Myanmar — Letpadaung and Kyisintaung in Salingyi Township, Sagaing Region, and the
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Monywa mine, named after the Sagaing regional capital. Of the other two, nickel is extracted at
the Tagaung Taung mine in Mandalay Region’s Thabeikkyin Township, and lead, silver and zinc
deposits are mined at the Bawdwin pits in Shan State’s Namtu Township.

Chinese companies dominate the sector. Wanbao Mining Co Ltd, a subsidiary of China North
Industries Group Corporation Ltd (an arm of Chinese state arms producer Norinco), is licensed
to operate the Letpadaung mine until 2051. Yangtze Copper Co Ltd, a subsidiary of Wanbao,
operates the Sabetaung and Kyisintaung mines under an agreement that expires in 2028. China
Nonferrous Metal Mining Group and Taiyuan Iron and Steel Group have been permitted to
operate the Tagaung Taung mine until 2032.

Transparency campaign group Publish What You Pay estimated in a that in the 2020-21
fiscal year, ending in October, the junta earned $417 million from Letpadaung, $187 million
from Sapetaung and Kysintaung and $121 million from Tagaung Taung

“The mining sector is very lucrative for the junta in terms of revenues and royalty payments,”
said Mr Clancy Moore, director of Publish What You Pay Australia.

However, over the past two years, mining has diminished as a revenue stream. Although global
demand has remained high, data from the junta’s Ministry of Commerce that between
April 1 and August 12, earnings from minerals exports almost halved compared to same period
last year, falling from $254.45 million to $139 million (about $30 million a month). This followed
an even steeper drop in 2020-21 from the previous fiscal year, from $1.871 billion over 12
months (5156 million a month) to $895.6 million.

The cost of conflict

Mining investors told Frontier that exports had been hurt by COVID-19 restrictions on border
trade with China and Thailand, which were imposed in the second quarter of 2020 but
periodically lifted and reimposed since then. However from the commerce ministry
show that formal border trade only constituted around 20pc of the total value of Myanmar’s
official mineral trade in both the 2018-19 and 2019-20 fiscal years.

Illicit border trade is believed to be greater, and insiders told Frontier that the clandestine trade
in precious metals and rare earths (of which Myanmar is believed to be the world’s third largest
exporter) had also been hit by border restrictions, as well as by other factors that are less clear.

Myanmar does not regulate or keep figures for rare earths, which are extracted in areas
bordering China under the control of armed groups, including a under
Tatmadaw command. However, statistics published by China’s customs bureau show that rare
earth imports from Myanmar totalled only $230 million between January and August. Such
figures back anecdotal accounts that tell of a significant since July. A Global
Witness on Myanmar’s environmentally destructive rare earth trade suggests that
exports to China had reached $750 million per year by 2021.
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Although there was never a lockdown on sea trade, statistics from the Myanma Port Authority
show that COVID-19 also vastly decreased the number of container vessels leaving port,
constraining export volumes and hiking prices.

However, sources in the industry say a larger factor in the export decline than the pandemic is a
fall in production, the main cause of which is the post-coup unrest in parts of Sagaing, Magway,
and Mandalay regions that host mines and processing plants.

“There are many areas where mining operations cannot continue because the situation is not
peaceful, even though businesspeople have mining licences and pay tax to the authorities,” said
investor Daw Toe Toe Win*.

“The big mining companies licensed by the government can’t operate in parts of the country
where the lack of full territorial control means [the junta] can’t protect them,” said industry
insider U Saw Tin*.

The Department of Mines did not respond to Frontier's questions about how mining operations
have changed since the coup. However, on August 12, junta mouthpiece the Global New Light
of Myanmar attributed the decline in mineral exports to a fall in production caused partly by
domestic unrest.

Following the suspension of operations at Sagaing’s copper mines in February last year, the
Tagaung Taung mine in Mandalay Region was also shut down after three pylons that supply
electricity to the site were sabotaged by the Sagaing-based Htigyaing People’s Defence Force on
January 7.

It was one of at least 15 attacks targeting big Chinese projects or their infrastructure between
the coup and June 28 this year, the Myanmar Institute for Strategy and Policy, a think tank,
told Frontier. It said they included eight attacks targeting the Letpadaung, Kyisintaung and
Tagaung Taung mines.

More peaceful forms of resistance to military rule have also curbed production.

Yangtze employee U Myint Kyaw* told Frontier the main reasons for the initial post-coup
suspension of operations, before the armed struggle began, “were the COVID-19 crisis and the
number of staff who went on strike to show support for the Civil Disobedience Movement”.

The CDM is a mass strike launched in the days following the coup. Although largely undertaken
by government staff, it was also joined by private sector workers in industries considered
strategic for the junta.

Highlighting the scale of the walkout at the mines, Myint Kyaw said the number of Wanbao
employees shrunk from more than 7,000 to about 500 following the coup, while the Yangtze
workforce fell from about 4,000 to nearly 300.
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People protest against the Wanbao mine in Yangon in
2012. (AFP)

Resistance groups pledge to ‘destroy’ mines

However, despite the halt to production, large stockpiles
remain at the mining sites. Myint Kyaw said there were
around 60,000 tonnes of refined copper at Wanbao’'s site
and about 40,000 tonnes at Yangtze’s.

A

3

Another Yangtze employee, U Hla Htun*, said both it and Wanbao had been able to deliver
some copper from their stockpiles to China under military escort.

Nearby residents and resistance fighters familiar with the companies’ logistics confirmed these
shipments from the Letpadaung mine, saying trucks continue to ferry copper to Kyauk Myat
village on the Chindwin River, where they load barges that travel on to China.

U Aung Min, leader of the Letpadaung Regional Anti-dictatorship Strike Force, said the junta
goes to great lengths to guard these consignments and protect mining infrastructure in

general. He said soldiers threaten to torch villages if any part of the supply chain is targeted by
resistance groups. They have followed through on these warnings, he said, by raiding

villages, torturing and dismembering civilians and burning down homes at least 10 times. In one
of these raids, troops allegedly killed two Yangtze employees.

In an attempt to stop news of these atrocities from getting out, soldiers “cut phone lines, the
internet and electricity,” Aung Min added.

However, resistance groups say they are determined to keep targeting mining operations
because of their role in funding the junta.

A spokesperson for the Salingyi GZ People’s Defence Force said it would “destroy the projects
at once” if the copper mines restart production because the revenue would be used by the
junta to “buy bullets to kill people”.

The group was one of 16 resistance armies from Salingyi and nearby Yinmabin Township in
Sagaing that declared on April 21 they would destroy the Letpadaung mine if Wanbao resumed
operations.

In a statement issued on June 27, Wanbao and Yangtze said they did not want their mining
operations to be involved in conflict. “We wish nothing but peace and development for the
entire communities. We call on all groups, armed or otherwise, to respect the lives and
livelihoods of our colleagues at the mine site,” the statement said.

Junta spokesperson Major-General Zaw Min Tun did not respond to Frontier's questions
but told RFA Burmese in May that the military would deploy troops to protect the mines if they
were attacked.
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“As a government, we have a responsibility to protect all investments in the country and must
provide security for them,” he said, adding that the junta was “working to get things back on
track” at Letpadaung.

However, industry sources say that reviving mining won’t be possible amid raging conflict.

“If the country is peaceful, mining sector production will rise together with foreign currency
earnings,” said investor Toe Toe Win, adding that, unless the fighting stops, “the industry won’t
recover”.

* Denotes the use of pseudonym for safety reasons
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