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Local Official Among Some 40 Myanmar Junta Personnel Killed in Two Days
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 October 2022

At least 40 Myanmar junta troops including a junta-appointed township administrator were
killed in the last two days as People’s Defense Force groups (PDFs) and ethnic armed
organizations (EAOs) continued to attack regime forces across the country.

Attacks were reported in Karen and Rakhine states and Mandalay, Magwe and Sagaing regions.

At least four civilians were killed and over a dozen injured as regime forces responded with
indiscriminate attacks.

The Irrawaddy has rounded up the following reports of significant attacks by PDFs and EAOs as
well as the latest regime atrocities:

16 junta soldiers including major seized in Karen

Weapons and ammunition seized along with 16 junta soldiers by
KNLA and PDF fighters in Kyainseikgyi Township on Sunday. /
Red Dragon Column

Sixteen junta forces including a major and three army captains
were captured during a firefight with the Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA) and allied resistance forces in
Kyainseikgyi Township, Karen State on Sunday, resistance forces

told The Irrawaddy.

Two intense clashes broke out in the township on Saturday and Sunday when the KNLA and PDF
groups attacked a detachment of the Myanmar military’s Light Infantry Battalion 358 traveling
from Kyainseikgyi to Myawaddy Township.

In the clashes, six junta troops were killed and another 20 fled. Around 20 firearms and a
guantity of ammunition were seized from the junta soldiers.

Junta administrator assassinated in Mandalay

& Junta-appointed Wundwin Township Administration chief U Aung
Moe Oo / WTRF

The PDF group Wundwin Township Revolution Force claimed to have
killed junta-appointed township administrator U Kyaw Moe Oo and a
member of the township administration staff in Wundwin Township,
Mandalay Region on Monday.

The administrator was a former police colonel. The victims were
attacked while eating at a restaurant.
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Four regime forces killed in PDF drone strike in Mandalay

Four junta troops were killed and five injured in Natogyi Township, Mandalay Region on Sunday
afternoon when Natogyi-PDF used drones to drop improvised bombs on a military checkpoint
at a school in Pyinsi Village, the PDF group claimed.

PDF video shows regime forces being bombed by a drone.
10 regime forces killed in PDF ambushes in Sagaing

The resistance group Khin-U Special Force Organization (KSO) claimed to have killed 10 regime
soldiers and Pyu Saw Htee pro-regime militia members in an ambush in Khin U Township,
Sagaing Region on Monday.

Three PDF groups used land mines and drones to attack a military detachment of 70 soldiers
patrolling a road in the township early on Monday. Many other junta troops were injured.

A 50-year-old woman resident of the township was injured when junta troops responded with
indiscriminate fire, the KSO said.

Police outpost raided in Sagaing

Resistance fighters carry the body of a comrade killed
during a clash in Wetlet Township on Monday. / 96
Soldiers-PDF

Two regime forces and a resistance fighter were killed and
six regime soldiers were injured during a raid by PDF
groups attempting to occupy a junta police outpost in

\ - Shwe Pan Kone Village in Wetlet Township, Sagaing
Region early Monday, said 96 Soldiers-PDF group, which coordinated the attack.

After an hour of intense fighting, the resistance groups were forced to call off the raid when the
junta forces called in air strikes.

Three soldiers killed, many injured in PDF ambushes in Sagaing

Women fighters of CDSOM produce improvised
land mines in Myaung Township. / Ko Nway Oo-
Myaung

At least three regime forces were killed and many
others injured at 2 p.m. on Monday when several
Sagaing PDF groups used a cluster of land mines to
ambush four military vehicles near the entrance
gate of Chaung-U Town in Sagaing Region, the
groups said.
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The military vehicles were passing through Chaung-U en route from Monywa to Sagaing.

In the ambush, three regime forces were killed and another injured. Regime forces stole a
civilian vehicle after killing the driver and used it to transport the bodies of dead soldiers, said
Civilian’s Defense and Security Organization of Myaung (CDSOM), which was involved in the
ambushes.

Two military vehicles were abandoned on the Chaung-U-Sagaing highway after being damaged
in the attack.

Five more soldiers were believed to have been injured when the PDF groups used additional
land mines to attack military vehicles, which turned back and randomly opened fire on the
ambush area, claimed Chaung-U PDF, which was involved in the attacks.

At 2:30 p.m. on that afternoon, the PDF groups again used a cluster of land mines to ambush a
military convoy of 10 vehicles at the entrance of Chaung-U town. The convoy was carrying
troops of the Sagaing-based Myanmar military Division 33 to Monywa.

At 3 p.m. on that afternoon the convoy was again ambushed, this time by PDF groups using 10
land mines planted outside the town. In the attack, an army officer is believed to have been
seriously injured.

10 junta forces killed in PDF mortar attack in Magwe

Ten regime forces and pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members were reportedly killed in
Myaing Township, Magwe Region on Sunday night when 17 PDF groups used a total of 200
improvised mortar rounds to bombard a military base at Thayatkan Village, said PDF Battalion
708 of West Regional Brigade 7, which coordinated the attack.

It said they used 60-mm, 80-mm, 100-mm and 120-mm improvised mortar shells. Regime
forces responded with 60-mm explosives and firearms, but all resistance fighters escaped from
the area without any casualties.

Four regime forces killed in PDF ambush in Magwe

Four regime soldiers were killed in Natmauk Township, Magwe Region on Sunday night when
PDF fighters of Peikthano-PDF and a Natmauk PDF group ambushed eight junta soldiers on
motorbikes patrolling near Phettaw Village, according to the resistance groups.

In the ambush, two weapons were seized from the regime forces, said Peikthano-PDF.
Teacher among three civilians killed by junta artillery in Rakhine

A 50-year-old school teacher was among three civilians killed by junta artillery strikes on civilian
targets in Minbya Township, Rakhine State on Monday, local sources told The Irrawaddy.
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Residents carry the body of a schoolteacher killed in junta
artillery strikes in Minbya Township on Monday. / CJ

After a military detachment faced mine ambushes near
Kyatsin Bridge, Myanmar military battalions 380, 379 and
541 based in Minbya shelled four villages near the ambush
area with artillery rounds.

Around 13 civilians were injured in the shelling.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/local-official-among-some-40-
myanmar-junta-personnel-killed-in-two-days.html

Sagaing PDFs Discuss Army’s Offensive: If You Oppose Us, We'll Destroy You

18th October 2022

The Burma Army (BA) has launched a massive offensive against
the People’s Defence Forces (PDFs) and other resistance groups
fighting to overthrow the military regime in Sagaing Region after
the groups killed and wounded many BA soldiers. KNG spoke with
the resistance fighters on the phone for their views on the regime’s
recent clearance campaign in the area.

A PDF officer from Htigyaing:

The BA have targeted Sagaing Region because many residents have fearlessly resisted the
military regime. That’s why they’ve burnt down so many houses and destroyed the property of
many people in Sagaing Region. BA have also destroyed many villages in Htigyaing Township,
and have flown airstrikes on PDF and villages there.

Their aim is to oppress their opponents. Their message: if you oppose us, we’ll destroy you!
They’ve no regard for the people; they want to control everything. They want people to accept
their regime, but they don’t, so they brutally oppress them.

A Salingyi Special Task Force Officer:

There are many powerful groups—many revolutionary forces—operating in Sagaing Region.
We're trying to build a civil administration and that’s why they (BA) are using excessive force to
attack us.

A PDF soldier from Kanbalu Township:

(Min Aung Hlaing) must’ve thought he could easily make a military coup and overthrow the
civilian government in February (2021). He said there was nothing he couldn’t do... But till today
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he cannot rule the country. The National Unity Government (NUG) is trying to establish a
liberated area in the Sagaing Region. They (BA) already know this. | think they expect the
revolutionary forces to launch an offensive military operation to capture all the towns in

Sagaing Region. They (BA) want people to feel fear and that’s why they’ve burnt people’s
houses, destroyed their villages and launched a clearance operation in Sagaing Region.

A Student Revolutionary Force soldier in Mingin Township:

They (BA) understand that the Northern Alliance is helping us. They know that a lot of our
weapons and ammunition come from these groups. Our troops like to attack Pyusawhtee (a
People’s Militia Force that’s trained by the BA ) because we want to gain military experience.
Pyusawhtee is a weak compared to the BA, which is why we target them. A second source of
our weapons is recovered during clashes with Pyusawhtee. The Pyusawhtee are neither brave
nor do they have a military strategy and they have asked the BA for help, so they have now
launched an offensive against us.

A Chaung-U Revolution Army 2 soldier:

They (BA) don’t care about the people. During the fighting they fire indiscriminately
(everywhere). We have to take care of our people and cannot launch attacks like them. They
are aware of this. Besides, they are experienced soldiers who have received training. As for us,
we joined the armed struggle only after the military coup. We lack weapons and military
experience. They know our weaknesses and | think that is why they are trying to destroy us.

Another problem is that information is leaking out from NUG’s top leadership. For example,
how many rifles and ammunition each battalion has. After its leaked, the BA will launch an
offensive against the PDFs. This has already happened in Ayadaw and Myinmu townships in
Sagaing Region, with many civilians killed in the attack (involving helicopters and ground
troops).

https://kachinnews.com/2022/10/18/sagaing-pdfs-discuss-armys-offensive-if-you-oppose-us-
well-destroy-you/

Myanmar military kills four in Sagaing’s Chaung-U Township

Hundreds of homes were also destroyed in two villages that were raided on Saturday, local
sources said

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Oct 18, 2022

Regime forces attacked two villages in Sagaing Region’s Chaung-U Township on Saturday, killing
four people and destroying more than 200 buildings, according to local resistance sources.
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The remains of several homes destroyed by
junta forces in the village of Ngar Lone Tin on
October 15 (CMWA)

Zarni Thein, the leader of the Chaung-U
People’s Defence Force (PDF), said the group
entered the neighbouring villages of Ngar Lone
Tin and Ma Hti Thar, both located some 10km
south of the town of Chaung-U, after the junta

@O SHOT ON REDMI 9

OO Al QUAD CAMERA 2022/10/16 17:49 troops left on Su nday_

He said they found three charred bodies in a house in the southern part of Ngar Lone Tin, while
the third victim was discovered in Ma Hti with a bullet wound in his head.

Around 150 houses in Ngar Lone Tin and another 80 in Ma Hti Thar had been destroyed by fire,
he added.

According to a local resident, the only body that has been identified so far was the one found in
Ma Hti Thar.

“We could only identify the one who was shot in the temple at close range. There was hardly
anything left of the others. They had been reduced to ash,” he said.

He said the gunshot victim was 33-year-old Ngar Lone Tin resident Yan Aung.

The Chaung-U PDF leader said that the group was also trying to locate a number of villagers
who had gone missing while trying to flee from the military during the raids.

“There are still some people that we are trying to find through our contacts,” he said.

He also claimed that his group and a local defence team called Chaung-U Middle Wolves Army
(CMWA) attacked the junta column that carried out the raids as they left the area, killing at
least six soldiers.

CMWA also requested donations for the displaced villagers, including medication for elderly
residents who had been forced to flee their homes.

The raids on Saturday came just days after the military destroyed more than 100 houses in the
village of Mae Thae Kyoe, located about 3km west of Chaung-U, last Tuesday.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-kills-four-in-sagaings-chaung-u-
township
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Myanmar Junta Troops Behead NUG Teacher
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 October 2022

Myanmar junta troops beheaded a teacher at a civilian National Unity Government (NUG)
school in Magwe Region, according to sources.

U Saw Tun Moe was teaching at a NUG-funded school in Thit Nyi Naung village in southern Pauk
Township. He was abducted on Sunday and killed at Taung Myint village about 3km away the
following day.

Around 130 junta soldiers and junta-affiliated Pyu Saw Htee militia members entered Taung
Myit on Monday morning, according to witnesses.

“I saw him when junta troops entered our village. His hands were tied behind his back and he
was forced away,” a Taung Myint villager told The Irrawaddy on Tuesday on the condition of
anonymity.

U Saw Tun Moe’s beheaded body was found at the school after troops left the village on
Monday.

Body of U Saw Tun Me is dumped outside the school at Taung
Myint village.

“His head was hung at the school door and his body was leaned
against the door. Three fingers were cut off at the base and
thrown between his thighs,” said a resident.

U Saw Tun Moe, 46, worked as a private teacher for 20 years
and ran his own boarding school. After the 2021 coup, he
volunteered for an NUG-sponsored school.

“He was aware he could end up like this if he fell into junta
hands. Even then he took the risk and chose to teach at the NUG
school. He was kind to his students. He committed himself to a
historic duty as a good citizen,” said a colleague.

U Saw Tun Moe mainly taught mathematics and had many pupils across southern Pauk. He
leaves a son.

Residents said the killing is to threaten others.

“They have cruelly killed him like this to instill fears in teachers and children and threaten the
resistance groups,” said a resident.

NUG headmaster U Ye Thiha, who refused to work under military rule, from a middle school in
Zalun Township in Ayeyarwady Region was stabbed to death on Monday.
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The Basic Education General Strike Committee and Basic Education Workers Union Steering
Committee on Tuesday denounced the atrocities, calling on the NUG to protect teachers and
children.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-troops-behead-nug-teacher.html

Junta troops raid Mandalay monasteries with ties to activist monk

A novice monk and a member of a social welfare group were both reportedly tortured during
the raids

Mary Hnin | Published on Oct 18, 2022

Ven. Agga Vamsa appears with protesters in a recent
photograph (Supplied)

Two monasteries associated with a prominent monk
opposed to Myanmar’s military junta were raided in
Mandalay’s Pyigyitagon Township late Saturday night,
according to witnesses.

Around 50 regime forces, including some in
plainclothes, took part in the raids on the Seittathukha and Thayetpin monasteries, people who
were present at the time told Myanmar Now.

“They jumped over the fence and started searching the compounds of the two monasteries,
which are located right next to each other,” said one witness who asked not to be identified.

“Ven. Agga Vamsa started at those monasteries,” he added, referring to a monk who has been
wanted by the regime since he was charged with incitement a month after last year’s coup.

Two youths were reportedly tortured during the raids.

“They forced a young man from a social welfare group to get down on his knees and then
kicked him in the ribs with their military boots. They also crushed his big toe with their boots
and slashed him with scissors. They also slapped and beat a novice monk from Thayetpin
monastery,” said the witness.

The man from the social welfare group is currently receiving treatment for his injuries at a local
hospital, he added.

Myanmar Now was able to confirm that Ven. Agga Vamsa was not captured during the raids,
which took place at around 10pm on Saturday.

Page 9 of 41


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-troops-behead-nug-teacher.html
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-troops-raid-mandalay-monasteries-with-ties-to-activist-monk
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/9060
https://www.myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/news-images/sayadaw_0.jpeg

“l am safe for now. This is not the first time they’ve tried to catch me. They also made random
arrests when they couldn’t find me before, too,” said the monk, speaking by phone from an
undisclosed location.

However, three protesters who took part in a strike organised by the monk earlier this month
are currently in junta custody, he added.

“We still don’t have any news from them. They were in good health when they were arrested,
but we’re worried that they may have been tortured while under interrogation. We're worried
for their lives, in fact,” said Ven. Agga Vamsa.

The arrested protesters were identified as Khaing, 40, Thant Zin, 30, and Zar Chi, 40.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-troops-raid-mandalay-monasteries-with-ties-
to-activist-monk

Myanmar Regime Artillery Strikes Kill Four Civilians in Rakhine
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 October 2022

Three people including a schoolteacher were killed and at least 13 injured by junta artillery
strikes in Minbya Township, Rakhine State on Monday, according to residents.

Light Infantry Battalion Nos. 380, 379 and 541 based in Minbya town shelled villages after junta
troops were hit by a land mine attack in the town, said locals.

Two sisters from Palaung Pyin Village died at hospital, while a 50-year-old female schoolteacher
working in Htaung Chaung Gyi Village was killed immediately in the junta strikes.

“At least 13 others were injured and maybe more,” a local told The Irrawaddy at noon on
Monday. Junta battalions were still shelling villages then, he added.

The body of the schoolteacher could not be transported to her home in Minbya town on
Monday as junta troops had blocked roads.

Schools and shops were also closed in Minbya town due to the artillery strikes, locals said.
“People are staying indoors and no one dares to go out on the streets,” said a resident.

Villagers could offer few details about Monday’s casualties since they were fleeing the shelling.
The Irrawaddy could not independently verify their reports.

A 30-year-old Muslim woman in Rakhine’s Kyauktaw town was also killed by the regime on
Monday when junta troops stationed at Kisspanadi Bridge fired mortar shells at Pike The Ward
around 8 p.m.
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“There was no fighting yesterday. They fired shells at houses on both sides of the bridge. She
ran away when she heard shelling but was hit,” a Pike The Ward community elder told The
Irrawaddy.

The woman was rushed to a cottage hospital where she died of her injuries, said ward
residents.

Before Monday’s fatal shelling, at least five people had been killed and more than 20 injured by
junta artillery strikes in Kyauktaw, Mrauk-U and Buthidaung since fighting between junta forces
and the Arakan Army intensified two months ago.

The Arakan National Party on September 29 strongly condemned junta artillery attacks that
resulted in civilian casualties and damage to residential areas.

Junta troops and the AA have been locked in fierce fighting in northern Rakhine since August.
The junta has blockaded roads and waterways in the region, limiting the supply of food. The
surge in food prices that has resulted is taking a heavy toll on locals.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-artillery-strikes-kill-four-civilians-
in-rakhine.html

RCSS admits to coercion used to achieve some agreements during the NCA process

Tuesday, October 18, 2022 | Network Media Group

After the recent 7th anniversary ceremony of
the signing of the NCA hosted in Naypyidaw on
October 15 th, a member of the Restoration
Council of Shan State delegation (RCSS) Colonel
Saung Han has admitted they had been coerced
to accept some agreements over their
participation and signing the Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement (NCA).

The RCSS colonel reflected on some issues faced during the NCA processes in his recent speech
posted on Tai Freedom — Burmese Version Facebook Page operated by RCSS on radio.

“We have learned many lessons in the seven years since we signed the NCA.” He mentioned a
number of RCSS grievances “ In meetings and discussions, issues like sticking to the one-sided
policies, disrespecting the other parties, pressing in superior manner to accept agreements, and
one-sided determination of the place of discussion occurred. Such kinds of behavior cause a lot
of difficulties in carrying out discussions and negotiations”, Colonel Saung Han said.
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Colonel Saung Han added “Only by creating a fair situation for both sides, and coordinating in
future talks, will we be able to build strong trust among the groups so that we are able to build
a federal democratic union, which is the goal of all.”

In addition, he commented that “during the 5-year-period that NCA was implemented, politics,
economy, military affairs, livelihoods, law enforcement sectors of Myanmar were improved, but
sadly all the progress was abruptly stopped by the February 1 of 2021, when the Military
Council staged the coup.”

Colonel Saung Han said, “The implementation of the NCA halted in 2021 due to the political
crisis. The issue of continuing to hold the 21st Century Panglong Conference as agreed by the
NCA is no longer possible, because there is no more participation. That is why | feel sad and
regretful”.

On the other hand, the Union Peace Conference - 21st Century Panglong Conference was able
to be held (4) times in accordance with the NCA, and we were able to sign a union agreement
for civilian protecting issues, peace and stability in region, social and economic affairs of the
public.” RCSS representative said.

Seven NCA-signed organization namely Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS),The Karen
Peace Council (KNLA/PC), Pa-O National Liberation Army (PNLO), Arakan Liberation Army (ALP),
Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA), New Mon State Party (NMSP) and Lahu Democratic
Union (LDU) attended the 7th anniversary ceremony of the signing of the NCA, held in
Naypyidaw on October 15.

However the remaining 3 organizations, the Karen National Union (KNU), All Burma Students'
Democratic Front (ABSDF) and Chin National Front (CNF) decided not to attend the ceremony
as since the coup everything has changed for these three EAOs. Unlike the RCSS, they are
pledged to support resistance at all levels to defeat the military junta.

https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/rcss-admits-coercion-used-achieve-some-agreements-
during-nca-process

UN agencies’ Myanmar PR campaign raises more questions than it answers

International aid organisations have not done enough to allay concerns about their deals with
the country’s hated regime

Igor Blazevic | Published on Oct 18, 2022

Faced with growing criticism over their push to normalise relations with Myanmar’s illegal
military junta, United Nations agencies have embarked on an effort to justify their actions.
Using social media, they have deployed infographics and other tools to demonstrate just how
indispensable international aid organisations are in a country wracked with conflict.
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A monastery in Karen State is seen after coming
under aerial assault by junta forces on October 6
(Karen National Union)

On October 3, for instance, the Myanmar Information
Management Unit (MIMU), which operates under the
UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA), published a map that looks truly

_ : L impressive. It professes to show areas covered by
“projects under implementation” by international nongovernmental organisations (INGOs) and
the Red Cross.

In some places, such as Chin and Kayin states, there is barely a speck of white in the sea of
yellow that indicates the presence of such projects. Even Sagaing and Magway regions, where
the military’s ongoing war against civilians opposed to its rule has been most intense, have
about 80% coverage.

Another graphic tweeted by OCHA Myanmar three days later claims that its “partners reached
3.1 million people with assistance at least once in the first half of 2022,” despite “access
challenges” and an 80% shortfall in funding for its Humanitarian Response Plan. Again, a strong
showing considering Myanmar’s near-total collapse since last year’s military takeover.

A closer look, however, reveals that these figures do not provide an accurate picture of the
actual situation on the ground.

The remains of a house destroyed in an arson attack by
regime forces in Sagaing Region's Pale Township in
August (Supplied)

Consider this disclaimer from MIMU: “This map shows
presence of organisations and does not indicate the
volume of assistance, the number of beneficiaries, or
the extent to which needs are met or unmet.” In other
}= words, it tells you almost nothing about the real extent
= of aid delivery.

And then you have to wonder what OCHA Myanmar means when it says that its partners have
reached 3.1 million people “at least once” in the first half of this year. This begs the question:
How many of these people received aid only once? And was that enough to make a real
difference in their lives?

Once you begin to pull on these threads, even more questions come to mind. For example:
What kinds of assistance were provided? How was it decided who would receive aid? And what
role did the junta play in the decision-making and delivery processes?
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In short, it is highly misleading to release facts and figures that do more to obscure than inform.
Without context, and without meaningful details, this amounts to little more than a slick PR
exercise that does an enormous disservice to ordinary citizens under constant attack from their
would-be rulers.

With more than a million people displaced by the military’s “clearance operations” around the
country and tens of millions more driven into poverty by the junta’s callous disregard for
everything except its own claims to power, Myanmar deserves answers about how
international aid is being—and will be—distributed in future.

If UN agencies are genuinely interested in winning the trust of Myanmar’s people, they need to
fill in some of the blanks in the information that they have so far provided.

Hta Naung Taw, a village in Sagaing Region's Monywa
Township, is seen after a junta raid on September 29
(Facebook)

It is worth asking, for instance, how much international aid
has reached parts of Sagaing and Magway regions and
Chin, Kayah, and Kayin states devastated by the military’s
air and ground assaults. Have UN aid agencies or their
partners done needs assessments in these areas? If so,
when will they publish this information?

ywa-AMyint Road Information

Also, what kind of aid has been provided in these and other parts of the country? And how has
it met actual needs?

There are also many who would like to know if the UN has engaged in serious discussions with
the National Unity Government, ethnic armed groups, and local civil society organisations on
the territories not controlled by junta about what role they could play in delivering aid. If so,
have they reached any agreements or allocated any funds?

On the subject of money—have UN agencies and INGOs been exchanging foreign currencies
into kyat at the rate set by the regime? Since this would be putting hard currency into the
hands of the country’s generals, has any effort been made to assess the impact this would have
on their ability to commit crimes against the people of Myanmar?

Is it true, as some have reported, that UN agencies that have signed deals with the regime have
pressured their INGO partners to do the same? And have they also agreed to share information
about their partners’ projects with the junta?

Given that the UN’s Humanitarian Response Plan for Myanmar is operating on only 20% of its
budget for this year, it seems pertinent to ask how much of this money has been spent on UN
personnel and INGO expat staff who have been outside of the country since the coup. Are they
receiving extra compensation, in the form of lodging costs, per diems, family allowances, and so
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on, in addition to their regular salaries? If so, are these expenses being paid for from the $169m
that the UN says it has at its disposal to assist Myanmar’s most vulnerable citizens?

What assurances can the UN offer that the junta won’t be able to weaponise aid, by directing it
into areas under its control while denying it to those living in parts of the country where it faces
resistance? And considering the dramatic spike in corruption since the coup, are there any
guarantees that money meant to assist the poor won’t end up being misdirected towards those
who don’t need it at all?

Residents of several villages in Sagaing Region flee
after a junta raid on September 20 (Supplied)

These are just some of the many questions that could
be asked. But | leave it to a colleague with more than
20 years experience as a Myanmar national working in
the aid sector to ask the one that should matter most
to UN agencies seeking to return to business as usual in her country.

“Do you know,” she said, addressing “international colleagues” who might not want to hear
what she has to say, “that in the eyes of the general public and most civil society organisations,
anyone who deals with this illegitimate regime is seen as an accomplice in its many human
rights abuses, including its killing of innocent children?”

The UN agencies clearly care enough about their image to make some attempt to justify their
decision to cooperate with a regime that most in the country openly reject (even at great risk to
their own lives). But if they believe that graphs and maps with incomplete data will be enough
to convince anyone that they are a force for good, they are seriously mistaken.

Igor Blazevic is a prominent human rights campaigner based in the Czech Republic. He is a
lecturer at Educational Initiatives, a training program for Myanmar activists, and a senior
adviser with the Prague Civil Society Centre.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/un-agencies-myanmar-pr-campaign-raises-more-
questions-than-it-answers

HURFOM: Myanmar junta impunity continues in southeastern Myanmar
By Mizzima | 18 October 2022

According to the Human Rights Foundation of Monland (HURFOM) military junta impunity is
continuing in southeastern Myanmar in Mon and Karen states and Tanintharyi Region.

In the first two weeks of October HURFOM recorded three more killings, five more people
injured, nine more detained and 12 more arrested in the region.
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Solider sand police stand near the Yay Public Hospital in
Tanintharyi Region in March. Photo: CJ

HURFOM says that southeastern Myanmar has been
overwhelmed by the junta’s expanding presence and
ongoing disregard for human rights as innocent people are
routinely being denied their fundamental rights as the

e regime targets them on unproven suspicions and
accusations of supporting the thriving opposition movements across the country.

But HURFOM believes that despite the junta’s attempts to terrorize the population into
submission, civilians refuse to adhere to life under military rule and have maintained their calls
for international intervention and advocacy.

The organisation says that midnight raids and door-to-door searches continued in western
Dawei areas. Following the armed attacks targeting junta administrative offices and the security
forces by various troops of the local People’s Defense Forces in Long Lon, Yebyu Townships,
Dawei, the junta forces LIB No. 406 and the military have been conducting door-to-door
searches of the civilians "houses, and committing arbitrarily arrests.

HURFOM believes that the operations of the junta forces are linked with the preparation of the
future and certainly flawed General Election.

“One notable thing is that the junta started conducting census collection for the upcoming
general election. In our village, they started to compose how many people in a household, how
many people over the age of 18, as well as the numbers of men, and women, and the list of
household members who are in abroad,” said Nai Nyan, age 55, a resident of Yebyu Township
told HURFOM.

Since 8 October at least eight more young people have been arrested by junta forces.

Accusations of men supporting the resistance are widespread. According to the relatives and
families, five more Yebyu residents accused of being linked with local armed groups were
arbitrarily arrested, and tortured by the Junta forces on the evening of 7 October 2022.

In one case, the junta forces kidnapped and abducted a 30 year old pregnant woman, who was
the wife of a man on the junta’s want list, Ko Nyi Aung, a medic from Yebyu Township: “At first,
the Burmese soldiers and junta-backed militia troops came and arrested Ko Nyi Aung. When
they did not find him, they abducted his pregnant wife. We heard that Ko Nyi Aung came to
turn himself in because he was worried about his wife.

On that evening, 7 October, a total of five residents from Ward No. D, Yebyu were abducted,”
an eyewitness reported.
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Worryingly on 13 October, at approximately 7:00 AM, a bomb explosion occurred in front of the
office of the General Administration Department of Thayet Chaung Township, Dawei, sparking
additional fears and concerns.

Locals reported that the military had arrested two others, including Ko Aung Ko Shein, accusing
them of being related to the blast. A local said that no one knows which interrogation center
they were taken to. “We are living between two fires now. When and who will die next? And no
one knows who will be arrested. It’s really the most challenging time for all of us,” Thu, a 50-
year-old Thayet Chaung resident, told HURFOM reporters.

The Mon State Junta forces have continued to seize homes and other property from Pro-
Democracy activists, Politicians, and those associated with the National Unity Government and
its related organizations. In the latest case on September 12, the house of Khun Myint Htun,
Chairman of the Pa’O People’s Federal Council (PNFC), was seized by the Mon State Junta
forces.

According to HURFOM, destruction of property, seizing of civilian documents and motorcycles
and an overall disregard for the rights landscape has threatened prospects of safety in
Southeastern Burma, and likewise across the country.

HURFOM says that these attacks on civilians must end abruptly and the junta must also be held
accountable for their widespread crimes against humanity and war crime

https://www.mizzima.com/article/hurfom-myanmar-junta-impunity-continues-southeastern-
myanmar

Myanmar Junta Pressures Courts to Speed Up Trials of Political Opponents
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 October 2022

Myanmar’s military regime has instructed courts to complete trials of all political cases by the
end of December, according to lawyers acting for the defendants.

Junta-controlled courts reportedly plan to finish off trials for political charges filed in 2021 by
October, and charges filed early this year by December.

“It is not always good to have speedy trials. Some cases are only heard for four days. Under
such circumstances, courts can’t hand out documents to lawyers in time. This means lawyers
can’t prepare properly, which negatively affects defendants,” said a Yangon-based lawyer
speaking on condition of anonymity.

The regime has not issued an official order to complete political trials by December, but lawyers
acting for defendants in Naypyitaw and Mandalay confirmed that junta-controlled courts are
speeding up the hearings.
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While some defendants are happy to see their cases heard swiftly, others voiced concern they
will have little time to consult with their lawyers and mount a defense.

Meanwhile, court clerks are also obstructing the work of lawyers by demanding large bribes for
photocopying services, said a lawyer.

By law, lawyers are only required to pay a 50-kyat photocopying application fee plus a stamp
tax of 50 kyats per photocopied page. But court clerks are demanding much bigger sums, said a
female lawyer from Yangon.

“Recently, | paid a court clerk 5,000 kyats to photocopy a few pages, but he complained that
the amount was small. | was once asked to pay 200,000 kyats when | needed to photocopy a
few dozen pages. Yangon district courts are the worst. Some, including Mingalardon District
Court, blatantly ask for money. [Clerks] ask for 10,000 to 20,000 kyats to sign [the photocopying
application]. It is unacceptable,” she told The Irrawaddy.

The regime is also prosecuting political detainees at military tribunals where defendants are
denied their right to counsel and handed long prison sentences or even the death penalty.

Since last year’s coup, Myanmar’s military regime has detained 12,655 political opponents and
sentenced 1,548 to jail, according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-pressures-courts-to-speed-up-trials-
of-political-opponents.html

Myanmar Regime Buys FTC-2000G Fighter Jets From China
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 October 2022

The Myanmar Air Force has ordered several FTC-2000G midrange fighter jets from China, a
major arms supplier to the Southeast Asian nation.

The Irrawaddy has learned that a group of approximately eight Air Force pilots, eight
technicians and at least two armaments officers traveled to China via Kunming in June.

China has strict COVID-19 regulations and the Myanmar personnel had to go through
guarantine in Kunming. The pilots are known to fly the F-7 interceptor, A-5 bomber and K-8 W
trainer and light attack jet for the Myanmar Air Force.

The new jet fighters will replace the Myanmar Air Force’s aging F-7s and A-5s. Once they are
delivered they are expected to be based at Namsang airbase in Shan State, according to sources
familiar with the purchase.
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It is not yet known when the agreement was reached between Beijing and Naypyitaw. The
purchase of Chinese jet fighters may have begun in 2020, but delivery and pilot training were
delayed due to the COVID-19 pandemic and China’s strict policy on containing the disease.

The FTC-2000G is an advanced light multi-role trainer/combat aircraft designed and
manufactured by Guizhou Aviation Industry Corporation (GAIC) under the supervision of
Chinese state-owned aerospace and defense firm Aviation Industry Corporation of China (AVIC).

It is the export variant of the Guizhou JL-9 trainer/combat aircraft, which is in service with the
People’s Liberation Army Air Force (PLAAF) and the People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN).

The two-seat jet fighter has training capabilities with attack and fighting capabilities in combat.

It can be used to perform pilot flight training, aerial surveillance, patrol missions,
reconnaissance, electronic warfare, close-in air support and air escort missions.

In April 2020, news emerged in Cambodia and in China’s Global Times that China planned to sell
the aircraft to an undisclosed Southeast Asian country. It did not say how many units were to
be sold, stating only that the deal was signed in January 2020 and that deliveries would start in
early 2021 and be completed after two years.

The cost of the jet fighter is around US$8.5 million.

The reports identified Cambodia and Myanmar as potential buyers, as both countries are
closely aligned with China, both militarily and politically.

Well-known middleman

The sources stated that Gateways Hong Kong Ltd. was involved in brokering the deal. A key
arms broker, Gateways Hong Kong Ltd is also involved in buying spare parts for F-7 and A-5
aircraft.

Dr. Naing Htut Aung, a major arms supplier to Myanmar’s military, was also a key weapons
dealer for the previous regime led by dictator Senior General Than Shwe.

Registered as a director of the Yangon-based International Gateways Group of Companies Ltd.,
Dr. Naing Htut Aung has had strong ties with successive military leaders, including current
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, sources told The Irrawaddy.

He is a key procurer of weapons, spare parts and upgrades for the Navy and Air Force and is an
agent for major state-owned Chinese arms producers, said Justice for Myanmar (JFM), an
activist group that monitors the military’s businesses, citing a private-sector source with
military connections.

He was a middleman in the Air Force’s procurement of 16 JF-17 Thunder fighter jets from
Pakistan in 2015, and was also a key figure in a joint venture between the Directorate of
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Myanmar Defense Industries and China National Aero-Technology Import and Export
Corporation to produce the K-8 jet trainer and light attack aircraft in Myanmar.

His businesses, Gateways International Holding Company and International Gateways Group of
Companies, were registered at the same address as Myanmar Consultancy until late 2020.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-buys-ftc-2000g-fighter-jets-from-
china.html

Myanmar signs Middle Paunglaung Hydropower project with Russia

PUBLISHED 18 OCTOBER 2022

The Middle Paunglaung Hydropower project site (Photo-
MOEE)

Myanmar signed the Notice to Proceed (NTP) with PTG
Energy Company for the development of the Middle
Paunglaung Hydropower project, according to the
Ministry of Electric Power.

Union Minister for Electric Power U Thaung Han and
Union Minister for Energy Myo Myint Oo who attended the Russian Energy Week International
Forum held in Moscow, Russia met with General Director Alexey Yakovlev from Inter RAO-
Export Company, which is a major, power Generation Company in Russia. Later, they signed an
agreement for implementation of Middle Paunglaung Hydropower project as a gesture of
goodwill relations between Myanmar and Russia.

The Middle Paunglaung Hydropower project is a RCC concrete type dam which is being built on
Paunglaung River about 20-mile distance from north-east of Pyinmana Township and it can
generate 530.4million kilowatt hours of electricity.

The Ministry of Electric Power said that the Middle Paunglaung Hydropower project is one of
the five hydropower projects and it will be running in 2026-27.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/myanmar-signs-middle-paunglaung-hydropower-project-
with-russia

Pseudonymous Screed Attacking ASEAN Bears Prominent Junta Loyalist’s Stamp
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 October 2022

A former admiral’s son who used a UNESCO-funded regional media forum to attack Myanmar’s
democracy movement is believed to have penned an article published pseudonymously in pro-
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regime media urging the country’s junta to be more assertive in dealing with the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the West, while calling China, Russia and India “very good
allies.”

Appearing in the Friday edition of the Myanmar junta’s English mouthpiece The Global New
Light of Myanmar, “Myanmar and ASEAN”, credited simply to “U AC”, is basically an attack on
the regional grouping. It says the bloc is doing as much as possible to embarrass the Myanmar
regime while some member states are “contributing significantly to the instability and
insecurity in Myanmar” and that ASEAN seems to be “acting as a lapdog for the US.”

“The country must move from a position of defence to a more offensive position. Because there
are some people out there, who would bully us and talk bad about us, regardless of how well
we do and how good our intentions are,” the author claims.

The publication of the article comes at a time when the relationship between the junta and the
10-member bloc, of which Myanmar is a member, has turned sour. ASEAN has barred the junta
leadership from at least five meetings, including summits, since last year due to the regime’s
failure to honor the group’s peace plan for the country, which has been ravaged by conflicts
sparked by the military coup last year.

The article states that the current relationship between ASEAN and Myanmar seems to be
based on the fundamental belief that the Myanmar military is good for nothing, ruthless and
killing innocents, and that the current “government” is doing nothing good for the country.

It continues that the West and ASEAN are indirectly supporting the killing of innocent people
and targeted assassinations in Myanmar, referring to anti-regime resistance groups’ attacks on
junta targets.

Normally, whenever it is sidelined by ASEAN, the regime issues statements denouncing the
bloc’s decision to exclude it.

But the opinion piece goes further by saying that “the time to appease everyone all over the
world is over. We have to do what is right for Myanmar.”

It’s not clear whether the author is suggesting that Myanmar should quit ASEAN or the other
way round. However, he describes Russia, China and India as “three very good allies” and
encourages more engagement with them.

As the piece appears in the junta’s mouthpiece paper, it’s safe to say that the opinion stated in
the story reflects the regime’s jittery view on ASEAN.

So who is behind the nom guerre U AC?

It is likely that the letters stand for a Myanmar name spelt in English. It could be U Aye Cho or U
Aung Chan or U Aye Chan, among other names.
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However, the excessive use of exclamation marks, sloppy arguments, and raising of
unnecessary questions in the story make it possible to make an educated guess that the person
behind the pen name U AC is Aye Chan, who joined last month’s UNESCO-funded Dili Dialogue
Forum 2022 as a member of the regime’s press council to attack Myanmar’s democracy
movement and independent journalists while defending the military’s 2021 coup. He is the son
of ex-admiral and former minister Soe Thane, who in 2012 helped Myanmar’s then quasi-
civilian administration fool the world into believing that the country’s military dictatorship was
at an end, and is now a pro-regime hardliner.

Nobody familiar with Aye Chan’s presentation on Myanmar media at the Dili forum would
argue that Aye Chan and U AC aren’t one and the same. Evidence can be found in shared sound
bites such as “more than 90 percent of NLD [National League for Democracy] ministers are now
in jail for corruption”, the duplicated coinage “NNCP” —created from the first letters of National
Unity Government (or NUG, Myanmar’s shadow civilian government), NLD, CRPH (the NUG’s
parliamentary wing) and PDF (its armed wing)—and the repeated accusation of vote-rigging
against the NLD, a major feature of Aye Chan’s Dili presentation.

Any lingering doubts will be dispelled once you have read this story, which attempts to discredit
Myanmar’s ongoing anti-junta movement under the name Aye Chan. It bears some striking
similarities to the recent story on ASEAN, right down to the rhythm of its sentences and style of
presenting information, not to mention its staunch defense of last year’s military takeover.
Another similarity between U AC and Aye Chan is their penchant for peppering articles with
guotations from famous figures like Bill Gates, Lee Kuan Yew and even Sun Tzu to support their

lame arguments.

Demonstrating loyalty to the junta, in the story, U AC blasts Malaysia, Singapore and Indonesia
as ASEAN’s “anti-Myanmar” wing, pointing to Singapore’s rejection of the regime; Malaysia’s
meeting with representatives of the NUG, which the regime has branded a terrorist group; and
Indonesia’s parliament for seeking to put the regime on trial. He also laments ASEAN’s serial
exclusions of the regime leadership from group summits. The US, according to U AC, continues
to push ASEAN, especially Singapore, to prevent the Myanmar “government” from accessing
state funds from its banks, with the sole objective, the author writes, of bringing the regime
down.

It’s noteworthy that the story appeared ahead of the ASEAN summit next month. With the
bloc’s envoy to Myanmar having canceled his third trip to the country due the lack of positive
engagement from Naypyitaw, the regime has been barred from the upcoming summit—
another blow for the legitimacy-craving junta.

In that context, “Myanmar and ASEAN” by U AC can be viewed as nothing but a desperate howl
from a pro-junta stooge looking to badmouth the regional grouping for its repeated exclusions
of the junta leadership.
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/pseudonymous-screed-attacking-asean-bears-
prominent-junta-loyalists-stamp.html
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