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Myanmar Junta Denies Medical Treatment to Political Prisoners
Resistance forces attack military camp in Kalay after troops pressure locals to fight for junta
Resistance Fighters Suffer Heavy Losses During Sagaing Clash With Myanmar Junta
Multiple youth members of local defence force killed in Sagaing battle
Both Sides Sustain Casualties as Fighting Rages Between PDFs and Myanmar Junta
Casualties on both sides in Moebye as resistance fighters outgunned by junta’s jets and
tanks
About Ten Thousand Civilians Stuck in Heavy Gun Fight in Mong Bye
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Notorious Junta General Removed from Upper Myanmar Command as Resistance Intensifies
SAC’s Chair stresses the need for peace and stability for an end to the armed conflict to
ensure fair and non-threatening election
NLD, SNLD reject audit by junta-controlled election commission
Mon Unity Party says peace and a federal union depends on the junta
Myanmar ruling military must show good faith and sincerity for national reconciliation:
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National Unity Government issues statement as ASEAN meets to discuss Myanmar crisis
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Myanmar Junta Denies Medical Treatment to Political Prisoners

By The Irrawaddy | 18 February 2022

Political prisoners detained in Yangon’s Insein Prison say that they are being denied proper
medical treatment for injuries caused by junta beatings, and many are now at risk of
developing serious health complications.

A letter sent on behalf of political prisoners detained at Insein circulated on social media on
Wednesday. In it, a political prisoner details the condition of his ailing fellow detainees and

urges local and foreign organizations to help provide proper medical treatment and medical
supplies for those jailed by the military regime.

One detainee who suffered a stroke is not receiving any proper treatment in the prison
hospital, and prison authorities have denied him access to treatment at an outside hospital,
said the letter. Another prisoner who often loses consciousness after his nerves were
damaged in a junta beating is not receiving any treatment, it added.

Ma Mya Kyu Kyu Thin, a female protester who was detained in December, is suffering from
persistent headaches and nose bleeds after being beaten during her arrest. She has only
been allowed to receive treatment at the prison hospital.

“We know these cases only because they happened before our eyes. We don’t know how
many other similar cases have happened without our knowledge. These cases are testimony
to the lack of responsibility shown by the prison authorities and the regime,” the letter said.

An engineering student and Red Cross member, Ma Mya Kyu Kyu Thin was one of several
protesters injured when a junta vehicle rammed a flash mob protest in Yangon's
Kyimyindaing Township. She also suffered head injuries when regime forces beat the
demonstrators.

“She wants to receive treatment at an outside hospital because she was hit in her head and
she wants to have a CT scan. CT scans are not available at the prison hospital. But she has
been denied treatment at an outside hospital,” said her lawyer.

An x-ray has revealed that certain nerves in her brain have been damaged, said the lawyer.
Ma Hmu Yadanar, who was detained along with Ma Mya Kyu Kyu Thin, had her left leg
broken and is being detained at Kyimyindaing Township police station with her legin a cast.

At Dawei Prison in southern Myanmar’s Tanintharyi Region, Ma Khin Kay Khaing is in urgent
need of treatment for stomach problems as her condition is worsening as a result of the
prison food and a lack of proper healthcare, according to the Dawei Political Prisoners
Network. Ma Khin Kay Khaing was sentenced to seven years in jail for anti-regime activities.

“She is in a serious condition. The prison authorities have a responsibility to provide

treatment as per the rights for prisoners. But they just give out painkillers. Her life could be
at risk if her condition gets worse,” said a member of the Dawei Political Prisoners Network.
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One lawyer acting for detained activists said: “As everyone knows, there is no healthcare
service in prison. | heard paracetamol is the only medicine available in prison. The detainees
have told me that many of them have fallen sick with COVID-19 symptoms. Like in the past,
the majority of prisoners do not have full access to healthcare services. They are still being
denied fundamental human rights and basic healthcare facilities.”

Restrictions and rights violations have increased in Insein Prison since last June, when
civilian wardens were replaced by military personnel, a former political prisoner told The
Irrawaddy.

“Most importantly, healthcare services have significantly deteriorated. | am afraid they [the
junta] are doing this deliberately. [Prison authorities] have been displaying a more negative
attitude towards political prisoners,” said the former prisoner.

The parallel civilian National Unity Government (NUG) said it has been monitoring prison
conditions under the military regime, and has received evidence of torture and extrajudicial
killings in jails in September, November and December last year. Action is being taken to
hold the perpetrators accountable, the NUG said.

As of February 15, 1,557 people including children have been killed by the junta since last
year’s coup, according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners. More than 9,100
people have been detained, with over 700 of them given prison sentences.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-denies-medical-treatment-to-
political-prisoners.html

Resistance forces attack military camp in Kalay after troops pressure locals to fight for
junta

Myanmar army soldiers in the area have been pushing villagers to form a pro-junta militia,
locals and members of the CDF say

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Feb 18, 2022

CDF members seen in February (CDF-Kalay-
Kabaw-Gangaw)
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: Resistance fighters said that they attacked a
Myanmar army camp in Sagaing’s Kalay
Township this week because the soldiers at the
site had been putting pressure on locals to form
pro-junta militias.

m———

CDF - KKG |
The troops had reportedly been stationed in Yan
Gyi Aung village along the Gangaw-Kalay road, some 20 miles outside of Kalay town, for
months.
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A coalition of anti-junta defence forces, including the Chinland Defence Force (CDF) chapters
from Hakha and Kalay-Kabaw-Gangaw, as well as the Ranger Kalay Defence Force carried
out the attack last Saturday and again on Monday and Thursday.

“They are rallying in the villages and pressuring the civilians to form militias so that they
wouldn’t be able to join our defence forces, and so that they could have more control over
the region,” an information officer from the CDF in Kalay-Kabaw-Gangaw’s third battalion
said.

He added that some 30 junta soldiers had been interrogating locals at the site and
threatening the village with indiscriminate artillery fire.

Around 10 troops were killed in the ambush, but the resistance suffered no casualties,
according to the CDF. The military council has not released a statement on the incident.

Residents of Yan Gyi Aung confirmed that the junta’s forces had been pushing them to sign
up for militia training.

“Villagers do not dare to pass through the military camp as they would brutally search and
interrogate us,” a 30-year-old from the community said, adding, “They also summoned the
village’s elders and told them to form a militia and sign up for their training.”

The first resistance attack on the camp took place at 1am on February 12, with some locals
fleeing their homes immediately and the rest following over the next few days.

“Nobody dared to stay in the village once the military started firing artillery shells. They fired
them right into the village. They also fired at the area where the displaced people are
sheltering four or five times,” the villager said, himself displaced by the fighting.

Some 4,000 people from the neighbouring villages of Than Bo and Bo Kone have been
seeking refuge in forests in the area, where they continue to face difficulties accessing food
and medicine.

“The elderly and the small children are really having it the worst. It’s very sad. They’re all
getting sick due to the cold weather,” he explained.

Kalay was one of the first townships to take up arms following the coup in February last year
in defiance of the junta.

More than one year later, the People’s Defence Force (PDF) of Kalay claims that some 70
percent of the village tracts—more than 100 villages—are under the control of the
resistance, rather than the junta.

The military has declared the PDF a terrorist organisation.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/resistance-forces-attack-military-camp-in-kalay-

after-troops-pressure-locals-to-fight-for-junta
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Resistance Fighters Suffer Heavy Losses During Sagaing Clash With Myanmar Junta
By The Irrawaddy | 18 February 2022

At least 12 resistance fighters were reportedly killed during a clash with Myanmar’s regime
forces in Khin-U Township, Sagaing Region, on Thursday.

Resistance forces, mostly armed with homemade weapons, attacked about 80 regime
troops who were looting and torching houses in Myothit village in the west of Khin-U
township, according to media and resistance groups.

The regime forces looted houses and stole bags of rice using three trucks, according to the
Armed Revolutionary Force (ARF) of Khin-U that was involved in the attack.

A spokesman for the group said six ARF fighters were confirmed killed and there were other
casualties. The military casualties are unknown.

The flat land and improvised firearms meant the resistance fighters were vulnerable to the
regime’s automatic weapons, said the spokesman.

Photos show the bodies of resistance fighters with their firearms.

“We don’t mind fighting in an open field. Our main problem is having no proper weapons so
we suffered heavy losses. Please can people and the National Unity Government supply us,”
he said. “We all vowed to fight until the military dictatorship falls.”

During the junta raid on Myothit village more than 1,000 residents fled their homes.

The junta is facing daily attacks from people’s defense forces and many ethnic armed groups
across the country.

The military regime continues atrocities including torture, burning people alive, massacres,
arbitrary killings, using civilian detainees as human shields, shelling residential areas, looting
and burning houses, especially in Magwe and Sagaing regions and Chin, Kachin, Shan, Kayah
and Karen states.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/resistance-fighters-suffer-heavy-losses-during-
sagaing-clash-with-myanmar-junta.html

Multiple youth members of local defence force killed in Sagaing battle

Plainclothes junta troops ‘tricked’ resistance fighters into thinking they were civilians before
opening fire on them in an open field in Khin-U Township, killing 14 members

Myanmar Now | Published on Feb 18, 2022

Some 14 members of a local resistance force were killed when plainclothes junta troops
attacked the group near the village of Myo Thit in Sagaing Region’s Khin-U Township on
Thursday.
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The bodies of two resistance fighters killed in the
Thursday clash are seen, still with their muskets,
in a dry paddy field next to the low dike they had
used as cover from junta gunfire (Supplied)

Among those slain were teenagers: two were just
15 years old, and four were between the ages of
18 and 19. The two oldest casualties were in their
40s.

Five more members were also injured.

The 80 Myanmar army soldiers and pro-military members of the Pyu Saw Htee network
arrived in Myo Thit in four cars and eight motorcycles on Thursday morning, but were
dressed in shorts similar to those worn by some members of the resistance, locals said.

They reportedly stationed themselves in three locations: one group at the monastery in the
southeast of the village, the second in the northeast, and the third in the south, near the
fence surrounding the community.

When the defence force members went to check on the arrivals—who allegedly waved at
them from the monastery—they were ambushed, with those inside the monastery opening
fire, as well as those near the outer fence, according to a Myo Thit villager who witnessed
the attack.

“They weren’t wearing uniforms and they were waving at us, so we thought they were our
people,” a member of the Khin-U Township defence force later told Myanmar Now.

“They were so outgunned [by the junta troops]... and they were attacked from two sides,”
he added.

The Myo Thit villager described the scene as an open field where the defence force
members were hit by both heavy and light weapons and sniper fire. Photos seen by
Myanmar Now on Friday showed that bodies of resistance fighters were found dead in a dry
paddy field next to low dikes behind which they had attempted to shield themselves from
the junta’s gunfire.

“There was no place for them to hide. There weren’t even any trees. They just saw them
waving and moved forwards. They were tricked,” the villager said.

Several of the defence force members who died were reportedly killed by the rapid fire of
60mm and 40mm shells while trying to retreat.

Because the battlefield was some 2,000 feet wide, the local man who witnessed the fight
said that the military likely used long range weapons and ammunition.
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“The bullets used by the junta could go further than the typical 5.56mm and 7.62mm
bullets. Those types of ammunition wouldn’t have reached the ones who got shot in the
southwestern part of the village,” he added.

14 members of a local resistance force were
killed in the village of Myo Thit in Sagaing
Region’s Khin-U Township on February 17
(Supplied)

The battle started at 2pm and lasted two
hours, with at least four local defence forces
and guerrilla groups based in the region
supporting the Myo Thit village defence
force with makeshift muskets and revolvers,
members of the groups told Myanmar Now.

“The battle was very serious. They were using heavy weapons and automatic guns and our
troops couldn’t even get up,” the leader of Khin-U Local Guerrilla Force, who goes by the
name Justin, said of the military.

The defence forces have appealed for greater support in obtaining more sophisticated
weapons and ammunition so that they can better challenge the Myanmar army.

“We ran out of bullets while we were trapped. We have to continue fighting this battle, but |
would like to ask for the help of the rest of the country,” Krato, the information officer from

local guerrilla group Armed Revolutionary Force, said.

Locals said that the surviving members of the defence forces only managed to retrieve the
bodies of those who had been killed after the junta’s forces left at 5pm.

Residents of Myo Thit and the neighbouring villages of Kan Gyi Kone and Shwe Yamin fled
when the fighting broke out.

In the year since the military coup, there have been around 50 battles between the
Myanmar army and the resistance in Khin-U. A total of 80 members of the local guerrilla
forces have been killed in the township in these clashes, according to the Khin-U defence
force.

The slain resistance members were identified as:

Aung Htet, 15

Min Thet Aung, 15

Lin Htet Aung, 18

Shwe Bhone, 18
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Kyaw Htet, 19

Sai Min Htwe, 19
Ko Hline, 22

Zaw Mike, 22

Zaw Hlaing Moe, 23
Zaw Min Tun, 26
Phoe Thar Gyi, 27
Kyaw Moe, 39

Tun Tun Win, 40
Saw Htwe, 49
(Reporting by Khin Yi Yi Zaw, Maung Shwe Wah, Moe Oo and Thura Maung)

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/multiple-youth-members-of-local-defence-force-

killed-in-sagaing-battle

Both Sides Sustain Casualties as Fighting Rages Between PDFs and Myanmar Junta

By The Irrawaddy | 18 February 2022

Around 20 junta soldiers and 20 resistance fighters were reportedly killed in Mobye town,
southern Shan State, leading to airstrikes on Thursday.

Myanmar’s regime reinforced the town this week, sparking fierce clashes on Wednesday
with several people’s defense forces (PDFs), the Karenni National Defense Forces and
Karenni Army from Pekon Township in Shan State and neighboring Demoso and Loikaw

townships in Kayah State.

Mobye PDF claimed resistance fighters killed many junta troops after more than 100
reinforcements arrived and damaged two armored vehicles on Thursday afternoon.

The regime fired artillery and two fighters jets provided about eight airstrikes, leaving many
houses damaged and civilians injured.

On Thursday, seven Mobye PDF fighters were killed and six injured, according to the group.
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The Karenni Democratic Front (KDF), which is involved in the fighting, told The Irrawaddy on
Friday that Dr. Aung Gyi, the group’s medic, was killed by junta artillery while he was
treating injured resistance fighters.

The striking doctor from Yangon joined the armed resistance in Kayah State after being
detained for six months by the regime, the KDF said.

The group said 20 resistance combatants were killed on Thursday.

The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.

Karenni Generation-Z, another resistance group, claimed to have killed 11 regime soldiers
and injured five others on Thursday, while two of its combatants were injured by junta
artillery.

On Thursday, at least seven civilians, including a female resident and a child, were injured
when junta forces indiscriminately shelled civilian targets, including a building sheltering

displaced civilians, according to Mobye Rescue Team charity.

Since Wednesday, almost all of Mobye’s 28,000 residents have fled the town. Rescue teams
have evacuated many residents trapped in the town.

Clashes continued in Mobye on Friday while a 40-vehicle military convoy carrying
reinforcements from the Shan capital, Taunggyi, is reportedly heading to Mobye.

On Friday morning, the regime torched houses in Wari Suu Palaing village outside Mobye.

The town is at a road linking Kayah State, which is largely controlled by Karenni resistance
groups, and Shan State.

“Clashes will intensify as we all cannot allow regime forces to enter areas controlled by the
PDFs,” said a KDF representative.

The KDF has asked the civilian National Unity Government and domestic and international
donors to fund the Karenni resistance. It urged residents to follow instructions from
resistance forces and avoid areas where fighting might occur.

The military regime is facing daily attacks from PDFs and many ethnic armed groups across
the country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/both-sides-sustain-casualties-as-fighting-rages-
between-pdfs-and-myanmar-junta.html
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Casualties on both sides in Moebye as resistance fighters outgunned by junta’s jets and
tanks

At least 15 resistance soldiers have been killed so far and seven civilians injured amid
intense fighting in the town

Esther ) | Published on Feb 18, 2022

A person injured during fighting in Moebye is
rescued on Thursday (PDF Loikaw)

A coalition of local resistance groups has lost at
least 15 troops while inflicting heavy casualties
against junta forces amid fierce fighting in the
southern Shan State town of Moebye this week
that has also injured several civilians.

The fighting broke out after some 300 junta soldiers from Light Infantry Battalion 66 arrived
in the town along with two tanks on Tuesday, and People’s Defence Force (PDF) soldiers
said battles were still raging on Friday afternoon.

The junta’s military has bombarded the town with airstrikes and tank munitions, while many
of the resistance troops have fought back with old or handmade rifles. “They dropped
bombs seven times from two jets,” said a Moebye PDF spokesperson.

The Karenni Nationalities Defense Force’s (KNDF) Battalion 2 shared photos of dead
resistance soldiers via Telegram on Friday, saying at least fifteen had been killed in the
clashes.

The deceased include seven members of the Moebye PDF, a doctor from the Karenni
Democratic Front (KDF), and a medical officer from GZ21 Loikaw, according to statements
from those groups.

The number of confirmed casualties is likely to rise; several other members of the KNDF and
other groups are also believed to have died, while other resistance fighters are missing and
uncontactable, PDF fighters said.

The fighting intensified in the early hours of Thursday morning, when the military used tanks
and fighter jets to bombard the area while around 200 ground troops separated into three
columns also attacked the town.

One column launched its attack from inside the town’s residential wards, another advanced
from the west, and the third came from the village of Wari Suu Pli, which is three miles
south of the Moebye.

An officer from the Pekhon PDF told Myanmar Now that the junta’s troops have also

suffered heavy casualties. “l was told that a great number of junta soldiers died and that
one of our comrades had been hit as well,” he said.
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The officer said local defence forces attacked around 50 junta troops who were stationed in
Nyaung Waing ward early on Thursday morning.

The bodies of the PDF and KNDF members
shown in a photo sent by resistance fighters on
Friday (KNDF)

At least seven civilians, including a child, were
reportedly injured by junta soldiers firing heavy
weaponry, said a spokesperson for the Moebye

Rescue Team (MBRT), a local aid group.

The child was injured along with two men when a tank fired at the Mway Taw monastery
where locals were seeking shelter from the fighting, he said.

One woman had to have her right leg amputated after being struck by shrapnel from a tank
shell fired in her neighbourhood of Si Kar Ward 1, and another man was hit in the leg by a
stray bullet during a shootout, he added.

The junta has cut off phone and internet connections to Moebye, making it difficult to
confirm further details of deaths and injuries.

“It is assumed that the rest of the refugees are staying safely at the monastery,” said the
MBRT spokesperson. “However, | heard that some shells hit some monasteries.”

His group has rescued 10 civilians who were trapped by the fighting, he added.

Bodies left behind

The Moebye PDF spokesperson said the seven counted as dead from his group were aged
between 21 and 25, and only included those whose bodies had been retrieved. “We still
can’t get the bodies of some of our comrades yet,” he told Myanmar Now.

A vehicle sent to retrieve other bodies was left behind when the military started shooting,
he added.

At least six Moebye PDF fighters have been injured. “There are also some others who were
injured but we can’t confirm yet,” he said.

Junta soldiers in Moebye are pictured caught in the
crosshairs of a resistance fighter’s sniper scope on
Friday (PDF Loikaw)

Resistance fighters suffered heavier casualties than
usual because of the junta’s use of heavy weaponry
and airstrikes, he added.
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“Although our troops have better geographical expertise, they have much more firepower
and they also have an air force. That’s why we lost so many troops,” he said.

Another Moebye PDF member said that among those who were killed from his group, three
were fighting with handmade rifles and four had old rifles.

“We don’t have many weapons,” he said. “We have to use handmade rifles and actual rifles
alternatively. Even the actual rifles are old and used. We can’t open fire like them.
Sometimes we even have to send supplies without holding any weapons.”

The shellings and arial bombings contributed to many of the deaths on the resistance’s side,
he added. “They used too many heavy weapons. But we will not be giving up.”

On Friday morning the military sent 40 trucks full of troops as reinforcements from Taunggyi
to Moebye, according to the Progressive Karenni People Force.

It is believed the junta wants to take control of Moebye to allow it access to roads that lead
to Nang Mei Khon and on to Demoso, another area where armed resistance against military
rule has been staunch.

“We have to pass through Moebye when we are transporting supplies,” said the Moebye
PDF member. “They are going to carry out more assaults on Nan Mei Khon and Demoso as
well.”

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/casualties-on-both-sides-in-moebye-as-
resistance-fighters-outgunned-by-juntas-jets-and-tanks

About Ten Thousand Civilians Stuck in Heavy Gun Fight in Mong Bye

By SHAN - February 18, 2022

Junta and PDF fighting in Moebye civilians displaced

Due to the recent intense gun fight between the Mong
Bye People Defense Force and Myanmar junta in Moebye
town, Southern Shan State, about ten thousand locals are
stuck in the areas.

The gun fight between Moebye (Mong Bye) PDF and
Myanmar junta broke out since 15 February 2022, some
natives were able to flee the areas where some of them
cannot escape from the fighting ground yet.

“Some civilians have been displaced and relocated. However, some are stuck in the areas.
Some are waiting to be rescued in the city,” a member of Moebye Rescue Team told SHAN.

Page 12 of 53



Some Moebye residents could escape from the battle ground and relocate to the nearby
relative houses and monasteries.

“Some IDPs arrange their own escape. They are not all in one place, they are scattering
around the nearby areas. Some people in the city cannot run yet because of the intense
fight, about two third of the people in the city are stuck in that area,” the above Moebye
Rescue Team member added.

Myanmar junta has used artillery shelling and shot recklessly which caused injuries to the
civilians. Similarly, yesterday on 17 February 2022, 7 civilians were injured because of the

shelling from Myanmar army.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24690

KNLA and its Allies Recapture Palu, Burma Army Respond with Airstrike and Heavy
Artillery

The Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) recaptured the Palu areas from the Burma Army,
including its artillery launching base on a hilltop near Palu Lay village. The KNLA said it had
retreated from the Palu area after heavy fighting with the Burma Army last month.

Karen News | 18 February 2022

Burma Army Base. (Photo: Ka Hsaw Wah)

A local KNLA commander spoke to Karen News
about the battle to win back the territory from the
Burma Army.

“We have now regained control of the [Burma
Army] hilltop base. It was a strategic target,
whoever gets control of the hilltop will take
position there and control the area from the high ground. Now we have the position under
our control.”

Karen National Union officials said that at around 3pm on Wednesday, February 16, two
helicopters from the Burma Army carried out an airstrike at the scene of the fighting,
resulting in a villager being wounded and churches and houses damaged.

Fighting forced displaced villagers to seek safety on the Thai side of the border —they are
now facing shelter and accommodation difficulties.

A displaced community leader, said thousands of displaced villagers are now preparing to
flee to safety in fear of Burma Army airstrikes and heavy artillery bombing.

The KNLA’s Brigade 6 had placed the Burma Army bases under siege since the morning of
February 15, and at around noon on the 16th February, KNLA forces regained control of Palu
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Kyi and Phalu Lay village, including the Palu Lay village, hilltop artillery base, under the
command of the Burma Army and its militia, the Border Guard Force (BGF).

https://karennews.org/2022/02/knla-and-its-allies-recapture-palu-burma-army-respond-
with-airstrike-and-heavy-artillery/

Notorious Junta General Removed from Upper Myanmar Command as Resistance
Intensifies

By The Irrawaddy | 18 February 2022

One of the Myanmar junta’s most notorious commanders, Lieutenant General Than Hlaing,
has been removed from his position leading clearance operations against civilian resistance
groups in the country’s most restive region.

His removal from the role based at northwestern command in Monywa, Sagaing Region is
an indication that the military regime’s attempts to crush armed resistance in Upper
Myanmar are failing.

Lt-Gen Than Hlaing was appointed as chief of the Myanmar Police and deputy home affairs
minister the day after last year’s February 1 coup. Since then, he has earned notoriety for
commanding lethal crackdowns against peaceful anti-regime protesters and striking civil
servants.

One of his victims was his own brother. Lt-Gen Than Hlaing’s younger brother Ko So Moe
Hlaing, 53, a veteran pro-democracy activist, was tortured to death last May while in
military custody in Bago Region.

In October, Lt-Gen Than Hlaing was assigned to command the mission to crush People’s
Defense Forces (PDF) in Sagaing and Magwe regions and Chin State.

However, Upper Myanmar remains the most restive part of the country, despite thousands
of junta reinforcements arriving in the region since his appointment.

Fighting between regime forces and resistance groups has intensified in recent months, with
the Myanmar military suffering heavy casualties. In response, junta forces have escalated
their attacks against civilian targets in the areas where PDFs are most active.

Lieutenant General Than Tun Oo will replace Lt-Gen Than Hlaing as head of clearance
operations in northwestern command. However, Lt-Gen Than Hlaing will remain as chief of
the Myanmar Police and deputy home affairs minister.

The European Union, United States, United Kingdom and Canada have all imposed sanctions
on Lt-Gen Than Hlaing for overseeing the regime’s brutal crackdowns on civilians.

A senior position such as leading clearance operations is normally only assigned to generals
who are being considered for further promotion. Some military sources are speculating that
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Lt-Gen Than Hlaing’s removal could mean a fall from grace for one of the junta’s most
aggressive commanders.

Previously, the junta also ousted Brigadier General Phyo Thant from his position as chief of
the northwestern regional command. He was replaced by Major General Than Hteik. Brig-
Gen Phyo Thant was subsequently appointed as deputy minister for border affairs.

As of February 11, 1,557 people have been killed by the junta since the coup, according to
the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners. Over 12,000 people have been detained by
the regime or are the subject of arrest warrants.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/notorious-junta-general-removed-from-upper-
myanmar-command-as-resistance-intensifies.html

SAC’s Chair stresses the need for peace and stability for an end to the armed conflict to
ensure fair and non-threatening election

Published 18 February 2022 | EMG

The peace process is being intensified as armed
conflicts are needed to end to ensure that the
election is fair and non-threatening, said Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing, Chairman of the State
Administration Council (SAC) and Commander-
in-Chief of the Defence Services.

The Senior General said about it on the meeting with officers and other ranks and their
families from Mongkhat and Mongyaung stations of Triangle Region Command on February
16, announced the Office of the Commander-in-Chief of the Defence Services.

Stability and peace are needed for free and fair elections. The whole people need to be able
to vote as they wish without being threatened in any form. The next election will be a
general election, so the whole country must be able to hold free and fair elections in all
townships, said the Senior General.

He said that the peace process is being intensified and efforts are being made to achieve
political and security stability as soon as possible.

Ceasefire has been made and invitation extended to the peace talks. The SAC is working
hard for internal peace and that a union system based on federalism and democracy should

be implemented, he said.

The Commander-in-Chief also said that some ethnic armed groups are taking advantage of
the political problems caused by the fraudulent 2020 general election.
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The Tatmadaw announced voter list inaccuracies in December 2020 and demanded problem
solving repeatedly. But there were no action and attempts were made to even call a
Hluttaw. Consequently, a state of emergency was declared inevitably and State duties taken
over, the Senior General said.

The previous Tatmadaw government shaped a path of multi-party democracy aspired by the
entire people. The general election was held in 2011 and NLD was allowed to take part in
the 2015 general election. Then, it became the government after winning the election. Since
its early rule, the NLD government committed some acts going against the law, he said.

Regarding the peace process, it urged the ethnic armed organizations not to sign the NCA
before taking office and showed weaknesses in carrying out the peace process after coming
to power, he said.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sacs-chair-stresses-the-need-for-peace-and-stability-for-
an-end-to-the-armed-conflict-to-ensure

NLD, SNLD reject audit by junta-controlled election commission

Both parties indicated that they would not cooperate with audits carried out by election
officials appointed by Myanmar’s military council

Nyan Hlaing Lin | Published on Feb 18, 2022

jpm N f NLD and SNLD officials meet in Taunggyi on

1

¢ January 16, 2021 (SNLD)

Myanmar’s ousted ruling party and one of the
country’s oldest and largest ethnic parties have
both said that they won’t submit to an audit by
the junta-appointed Union Election Commission
(UEC).

Senior members of the National League for
Democracy (NLD) and the Shan Nationalities League for Democracy (SNLD) confirmed that
the parties had been summoned last week to the UEC’s office in Yangon for a planned audit
on February 14.

According to Kyaw Htwe, a member of the NLD’s Central Working Committee (CWC),
however, the party did not receive any official notification of the order.

“We heard about it, but didn’t receive an official order, so we don’t really know where

things stand,” he said. “All | can say is that the CWC has not been directly contacted by the
military council.”
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The CWC was formed last year after 14 members of the NLD’s central executive committee,
including chair Aung San Suu Kyi and vice chairs Win Myint and Dr Zaw Myint Maung, were
arrested during the February 1 coup.

Under Myanmar’s Political Parties Registration Law, maintaining a party’s financial records is
the responsibility of its chair and the secretary of its central executive committee, meaning
that the CWC could not provide such records to the UEC even if it wanted to.

In any case, said Kyaw Htwe, the party had no intention of cooperating with the audit,
because it does not recognise the legitimacy of the regime-appointed commission.

“Even the provisions for declaring a state of national emergency, which the military invoked
to seize power, don’t grant the military’s commander-in-chief the authority to form an
election commission,” he said.

The chair of the SNLD, meanwhile, also indicated that the party would not comply with the
UEC’s orders.

“] told them that it would not be easy for us to go to them, so if they want to conduct an
audit, they should come to us,” said SNLD chair Sai Nyunt Lwin.

“Normally, audits are done at the office of the organisation being audited. The only time
anyone should be summoned by the UEC is when they have been accused of wrongdoing.
But we haven’t done anything wrong, so we won’t be going,” he added.

Myanmar Now reached out to members of the UEC, including Tin Maung Aye, the secretary
of the Yangon branch of the commission, for comment, but did not receive a response.

Like the NLD, the SNLD was formed in 1988 in the wake of a nationwide uprising against
military rule. Both parties were subjected to decades of persecution by the former ruling
junta.

According to Sai Nyunt Lwin, the current situation is a throwback to those days.

“To be honest, political parties have absolutely no power now,” he said, noting that control
over the state is now once again almost entirely in the hands of the country’s top generals.

Soon after overthrowing Myanmar’s civilian government over alleged irregularities in the
2020 election, the military dissolved the UEC and appointed new members under a former
commission chair notorious for his handling of previous elections.

Former general Thein Soe immediately set about overturning the results of the election and
taking legal action against the party and its leaders.

Despite the regime’s claims that the NLD committed massive voter fraud, the UEC revealed

last month that it had discovered evidence of just over 3,200 election offences—involving
barely more than 0.01% of the 26m votes cast in the election.
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Meanwhile, the junta has vowed to take legal action for the alleged fraud against several
NLD leaders and party members, as well as the more than 420 members of the previous UEC
and nearly 2,500 members of local election commissions.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/nld-snld-reject-audit-by-junta-controlled-
election-commission

Mon Unity Party says peace and a federal union depends on the junta

By Mizzima | 18 February 2022

‘\ ‘_“ Internal peace and the emergence of a federal
: democratic union, which has not been achieved for
1) more than 70 years, will depend on the junta, Nai Tala
Nyi, a spokesman from the Mon Unity Party, told
Mizzima.

|

"Whether we speak about peace or a federal democracy, it depends a lot on the military
council that governs the country and has gained power. The internal armed conflict has
been going on for more than 70 years in our country, and it will continue until a political
solution is found. So, to end it, it will be very important to have a federal democratic union.
Today, the peace process is still a long way off. The peace process must involve all
stakeholders. The main forces are important. Without the key and main forces, | think that
peace in Myanmar is as far away as ever," he said.

He made the remark on the 75th Mon National Day on
16 February.

The current Peace Process Steering Team (PPST) says that Myanmar lacks a formal
government and parliament and thus making it very difficult for peace to be established in
the country.

"The PPST is following the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) roadmap. However, due
to the lack of a government and parliament, political dialogue has been sidelined. We have
to think about how to solve it. | urge all stakeholders to work together to find a solution for
the current political situation," he added.

There were only low-key celebrations for Mon National Day on 16 February this year
because of the current political situation and the COVID-19 pandemic.

The PPST, which is made up of the 10 ethnic armed groups (EAOs) that have signed the NCA
sent a message to the Mon National Day celebrations.

The 10 EAOs who have signed the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) are the All Burma
Students’ Democratic Front (ABSDF), the Arakan Liberation Party (ALP), the Chin National
Front (CNF), the Democratic Karen Benevolent Army (DKBA), the Karen National Union
(KNU), the Karen National Liberation Army Peace Council (KNLA-PC), the Pa-O National
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Liberation Organization (PNLO), the Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS/SSA), the New
Mon State Party (NMSP) and the Lahu Democratic Union (LDU).

However, there have been ongoing clashes between the junta military troops and some NCA
signatories.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/mon-unity-party-says-peace-and-federal-union-depends-
junta

Myanmar ruling military must show good faith and sincerity for national reconciliation:
Vivian Balakrishnan

Published 18 February 2022 | Straits Times for ANN

BANGKOK - Myanmar's military authorities must
show good faith and sincerity in their effort to
achieve national reconciliation and dialogue,
Singapore Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan said
on Thursday (Feb 17).

He said the amount of access the authorities grant
to the Asean special envoy will be a "litmus test" of
this.

"If he is not given access to the stakeholders, that severely constricts his role and actually
makes it harder for resolution," Dr Balakrishnan said during a virtual interview after
attending in person a meeting of Asean foreign ministers in Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

He said the onus would ultimately be on the Myanmar military leaders to achieve
reconciliation and dialogue.

"If you were asking me for advice, | would say that | cannot imagine any solution right now
without Daw Aung San Suu Kyi - but that is not my position nor my call," he said.

Mr Prak Sokhonn, who is Cambodia's foreign minister and deputy prime minister, is the
current Asean special envoy on Myanmar, as his country is the current chair for the regional

grouping.

Reuters reported that the Cambodian official told the two-day retreat of Asean foreign
ministers that he was seeking to visit Myanmar and appealed to its military government to
allow him to talk with members of a shadow government whom it has labelled as
"terrorists".

Mr Prak Sokhonn said engaging the National Unity Government (NUG), which includes

members of the ousted Myanmar government and other military opponents, was
complicated because of the ruling military's objections.
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Myanmar has been in turmoil since the military staged a takeover and ousted the elected
government led by Ms Aung San Suu Kyi on Feb 1 last year. The Nobel Peace Prize winner is
now on trial, facing a host of charges, including election fraud and bribery, that carry a
combined maximum sentence of at least 150 years in prison.

The military takeover has triggered massive demonstrations and violence in Myanmar, with
thousands killed or displaced and millions more at risk of poverty and hunger.

Since last October, Asean has invited only a "non-political" representative from Myanmar to
attend its meetings, and Dr Balakrishnan has emphasised that the country remained a
member of Asean.

"We have not even excluded them - the current military authorities - from our meeting...
Even today, they dialled in, they had access to our meetings," he said, responding to
guestions about the decision to bar junta leaders from key meetings over their failure to
honour a peace plan agreed with the bloc.

Dr Balakrishnan said that he would not call it an exclusion, but a "signal of disappointment
and dismay" at the lack of progress in the implementation of the Five-Point Consensus that
Myanmar agreed to last year, which, among other things, called for an immediate end to
hostilities and to allow a special envoy to facilitate dialogue.

A visit by Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen to Myanmar last month, during which he
sought to re-engage the military authorities, including Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, had
stirred some concerns among Asean members.

Mr Prak Sokhonn defended that approach and said Cambodia would keep engaging the
military government to "keep trust and confidence alive for the time being", according to
Reuters.

"The reason why the Prime Minister has taken the approach is because the work of the
special envoy was stuck last year," he was quoted as saying.

Despite recent frictions over the visit, Dr Balakrishnan said Asean has maintained a unified
position over Myanmar.

"So far, we have been able to maintain unity where it counts, we have been able to act
collectively," he said, noting that this was especially significant in the area of humanitarian
assistance to the country.

Dr Balakrishnan however acknowledged that there were variations in the way Asean
members viewed the situation, especially those in close proximity to Myanmar.

"For countries who actually share a border, who are concerned about refugee flows,

violence across borders - they have legitimate concerns to a far higher degree than
countries like us," he said.
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Echoing a point made by Mr Prak Sokhonn, Dr Balakrishnan said the situation in Myanmar
would not "hijack" Asean's "big picture" agenda, with the focus on important strategic
projects and relationships in and around the region.

Against the backdrop of the intensifying competition between major powers China and the
United States, Dr Balakrishnan also said that Asean must continue to maintain its centrality,
unity and relevance in approaching "the most consequential, dynamic relationship that will
impact the world".

The foreign ministers, during the two-day meeting - the first convened by Cambodia as
Asean chair this year - also discussed Covid-19 recovery efforts, community-building
activities and regional economic integration within the bloc.

"I believe, looking across Asean, we are all hoping that this year will be the year of post-
pandemic recovery," said Dr Balakrishnan.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/myanmar-ruling-military-must-show-good-faith-and-
sincerity-for-national-reconciliation-vivian

New ASEAN Envoy to Myanmar Says He Wants to Meet Junta Opponents
By AFP | 18 February 2022

A regional special envoy to Myanmar on Thursday urged the country’s military junta to
allow him to meet a shadow government it has branded a “terrorist” organization in order
to break a deadlock between the military and opponents of the coup.

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) has led diplomatic efforts to end the
chaos unleashed by last year’s putsch in Myanmar, which triggered mass protests and a
deadly crackdown on dissent.

Cambodian Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn, ASEAN’s new special envoy to the country, told
a meeting of the bloc’s foreign ministers he planned to visit in March and meet with top
junta officials.

He added a request to be allowed to meet with members of the National Unity Government
(NUG), which is dominated by lawmakers from Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s ousted National

League for Democracy (NLD), and which is working to overthrow the junta.

“If Naypyitaw is not speaking with the NUG... let the special envoy be the bridge,” he said,
referring to Myanmar’s capital.

The junta has declared the NUG to be “terrorists” and has jailed several high-ranking
members of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s party.
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Most NUG members are in exile or in hiding and Prak Sokhonn gave no details on where or
when any future meeting might take place, or whether he had discussed his plans with the
junta.

The junta did not respond to a request for comment.

Myanmar’s top diplomat was barred from Thursday’s meeting in Phnom Penh over a lack of
progress in defusing the violence, although Prak Sokhonn said junta representatives had
been allowed to listen in on discussions.

The foreign minister’s appeal to Naypyitaw follows a Jan. 7-8 trip to Myanmar by
Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen that was widely criticized as lending legitimacy to the
regime, in part because he met only with the junta leadership and failed to meet with
representatives of the NUG or NLD. Cambodia is the current holder of the ASEAN chair,
which rotates annually between bloc members.

In public remarks on Wednesday, Hun Sen appeared pessimistic on his chances of
persuading the junta to implement ASEAN’s Five-Point Consensus on resolving the crisis in
Myanmar, and seemed to have given up—Iless than two months into his chairmanship—on
making any progress.

RFA guoted him as saying that there are “only 10 more months and 14 days left and my duty
[as ASEAN chair] will be finished,” and suggesting that “the next chair of ASEAN take care of

the issue.”

More than 1,500 people have been killed and over 12,000 arrested in a military crackdown
since the coup, according to a local monitoring group.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/new-asean-envoy-to-myanmar-says-he-wants-

to-meet-junta-opponents.html

National Unity Government issues statement as ASEAN meets to discuss Myanmar crisis
By Mizzima | 18 February 2022

Myanmar’s National Unity Government has issued a
statement as the ASEAN foreign ministers sat down
for talks in Phnom Penh to discuss the Myanmar crisis.

In a video address, released on 17 February, Zin Mar
Aung, Union Minister, Ministry of Foreign Affairs-NUG,
made the following statement to the ASEAN Foreign
Ministers Retreat:

The National Unity Government welcomes constructive ways to a path of peace and federal
democracy. We recognize the extreme challenges that ASEAN is facing in navigating the
situation in Myanmar. But we also appreciate its unprecedented demonstrations of the
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political majority by ensuring the primacy of the Five-Point Consensus as a framework for
engaging in Myanmar.

Cambodia had set out significant core themes this year ASEAN addressing challenges
together which underscores ASEAN’s togetherness as one community and a common world
in our collective endeavour to address and overcome challenges facing our region.

In this spirit, | would like to address my fellow ASEAN foreign ministers on this moment and
occasion. It has been a year since the military junta robbed us of our rights and our path to
democratic transition, dragged the country into instability and inflicted a humanitarian
catastrophe. While the rest of the world is dealing with the lethal impact of the COVID-19
pandemic, the junta indulged itself in unspeakable crimes against the people. Millions of
people are fleeing to avoid the junta brutality, communities are being torched to ashes and
indiscriminately bombed. Thousands have been arbitrarily arrested, tortured and murdered.
The peoples’ fundamental rights are continuously being violated and freedom of expression
repressed. The instability induced by the junta has led to an unprecedented economic crisis.
Our neighbours have been bearing the coup, cross-border humanitarian and economic
impact.

All these have been openly broadcast to the whole world. Min Aung Hlaing and the State
Administration Council (has provided) nothing for the past 12 months. He has repeatedly
played ASEAN and undermined its credibility as a regional bloc. He agreed to the Five-Point
Consensus but continued to block its implementation. He signed in to the joint statement
with Prime Minister Hun Sen in January, yet continued indiscriminate bombing, prior, during
the visit, and until now.

The National Unity Government has consistently reiterated its commitment to engage and
cooperate with the ASEAN in finding solutions. While the coup has brought insurmountable
suffering to our people, the last 12 months have provided us the opportunity to reach a
positive turning point in our history. People across ethnic and religious backgrounds have
united in changing the military lies and corrupted military system that held us back from
becoming a democratic, developed peaceful and productive country in the region.

In essence, we have already begun our transition to a people-centred federal democracy.
The CRPH was formed as the legislative pilot of the Union. Its legitimacy is drawn from the
fact that its members are parliamentarians, duly elected by the people during the 2020
national election. The process between democracy and ethnic movements began after the
coup laid down qualitative strategies on the way forward. This platform developed into a
robust dialogue space called the National Unity Consultative Council NUCC which serves us
as a multi-stakeholder platform to discuss policy towards establishing federal democracy.

The National Unity Government was formed as the executive body with a fully-functioning
cabinet despite the limitations and risks posed by the junta. We at the NUG have continued
our work, establishing policy in coordination with the NUCC and CRPH and responding to
the people’s needs, despite the limitations.
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It is important to note that the NUG has been established by the Committee Representing
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw CRPH with its legal mandate to form a government endorsed by the
NUCC. The NUCC convened the first people’s assembly on January 27 to 29 which signals
progress towards establishing institutions necessary for our transition to federal democracy.

We have been laying down the foundation to achieve what the people of Myanmar have
long yearned for, which is a federal democracy that recognizes equal rights and the right to
self-determination of all member states through power-sharing, revenue-sharing and fiscal
federalism.

The abolishing of the 2008 Constitution and new constitution process is fundamental to
achieving these goals. The federal democracy charter that the NUCC has rigorously drafted
and the people assembly has adopted outlined a clear roadmap towards federal democracy.
And the test is accountability and non-negotiability that we must pursue.

The NUG has committed to actively seek justice and accountability for all crimes committed
by the military against the Rohingya and all other people of Myanmar throughout our
history. This will include repealing, amending and promulgating laws including the 1982
Citizenship Law as an integral part of the new constitution process.

We have lodged a declaration with the International Criminal Court ICC, accepting the
court’s jurisdiction with respect to all international crimes in Myanmar since 2002. The
military (unclear) role in the structure of Myanmar has been one of the fundamental
sources of instability including human rights violations in the history for decades. We need
to change this to realize our goal to federal democracy is free from threats within.

As such, one of the guiding principles of the federal democracy charter states that federal
union, security and defence forces shall be under the supervision and administration of a
democratically-elected civilian government.

The roadmap mentioned above is a national solution by the people of Myanmar. The NUG
and all democratic forces in the country are determined to realize them.

Your excellencies, as you get together to discuss the challenges together in the ASEAN,
especially in Myanmar, | would like to ask you to listen to the people’s will deeply and
appreciate the track we are pursuing. The NUG wishes to support the establishment of
(unclear) to support the ASEAN chair on its engagement with Myanmar stakeholders. We
call on the ASEAN chair to bring a more coordinated approach so that the ASEAN and the
international community, including the United Nations, can act effectively for the people of
Myanmar.

One, saving lives through humanitarian assistance is most urgent. ASEAN cannot rely only
on the approval of Min Aung Hlaing to assist internally displaced people. We would like to
urge ASEAN to proceed with cross-border humanitarian assistance in partnership with
border countries such as Thailand, India and China, working through a wide network of civil
society and ethnic organizations who are protecting the most vulnerable.
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And second, the ASEAN must focus on facilitating an inclusive national process road map
towards constitutional change which reflects the aspirations of the people of Myanmar
towards federal democracy.

And thirdly, immediate cessation of violence can only become a reality if the Myanmar coup
leaders implement the following actions: the Military Council must not carry out air strikes
against civilian targets, and the Military Council must commit to an unconditional cessation
of military attacks on PDF and EAO controlled areas, and the Military Council must allow an
independent investigation into alleged war crimes involving massacres, crimes, and the
burning of civilian properties.

ASEAN’s Cambodia experience should remind us of the Paris Peace Accords and United
Nations transitional authority in Cambodia. ASEAN, along with the United Nations and the
international community as a whole must no longer ignore the geographic breadth and
social depth of the nation-wide anti-junta movement. We implore the international
community as a whole to stand with the people of Myanmar and support them both in
bringing this crisis to an end and in their desire for a genuine federal democratic union.

Your excellencies, thank you so much for your time and in getting that opportunity to share
my opinion and to share the voice of the people of Myanmar.

Thank you so much.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/national-unity-government-issues-statement-asean-
meets-discuss-myanmar-crisis
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