PEACE Info (September 29, 2022)
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Myanmar’s Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, Australian Adviser, Three Ministers Jailed for Three Years
By THE IRRAWADDY | 29 September 2022
Sean Turnell and Daw Aung San Suu Kyi

A Myanmar military regime-controlled court on
Thursday sentenced the country’s deposed
democracy leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and
members of her economic team, including
Australian economist Sean Turnell, to three years’
imprisonment each for violating the Official Secrets Act.

The verdicts were delivered at a special court inside a prison compound in the capital
Naypyitaw.

The latest three-year term means Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has been sentenced to a total of 23
years in prison so far in 12 cases filed by the junta.

Turnell, a former key economic adviser to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s National League for
Democracy (NLD) government, was detained by the junta shortly after last year’s coup, which
ousted the NLD government.

From left to right: Detained ministers of planning
and finance U Soe Win and U Kyaw Win and deputy
planning and finance minister U Set Aung.

u , He was charged with violating the country’s official
1on) |
‘5-* secrets law and faced a maximum penalty of 14
i ﬁ years in prison.
The exact details of Turnell’s alleged offense have not been made public, although the junta has
said that he had “secret state financial information” in his possesssion and tried to flee the

country.

In August, the economist denied the charges, saying documents used as evidence against him
contained his recommendations regarding Myanmar’s economy, which he had presented to the
NLD government in his role as an economic adviser, and were not secret, a court source said.

Since seizing power, Myanmar’s military regime has detained thousands of pro-democracy
protesters, with many facing secret trials that rights groups have decried as politically
motivated.

Turnell still faces another charge of violating the Immigration Act.
Also sentenced on Thursday were Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s planning and finance ministers U

Kyaw Win and U Soe Win, and her deputy planning and finance minister, U Set Aung.
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Sources close to the trial said Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and the ministers would appeal the
verdicts.

“For Sean Turnell, it’s not clear how the [Australian] embassy will proceed,” a source said.

All five are being held at Naypyitaw Prison, and all present at the court hearing on Thursday
appeared to be in good health, the source said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-daw-aung-san-suu-kyi-australian-adviser-
three-ministers-jailed-for-three-years.html

Demands to Free Children Held by Myanmar Junta After School Attack

By THE IRRAWADDY | 29 September 2022

PR S oE

Several children were killed in the junta air raid on
the Depayin Township school.

Around 20 civilians, including children, are still
detained by Myanmar’s junta following the attack on
the Depayin Township school in Sagaing Region.

At least 12 people, including seven children,
were killed in the helicopter and ground assault on the school in the Let Yet Kone village
monastery on September 16, where about 200 children were studying.

The regime claimed the school was a resistance stronghold.

Junta troops cremated the bodies and took 12 injured children and some civilians. One child,
who suffered serious eye injuries, has been released and the rest remain under detention.

“We talk to the children by phone and they say they are OK. We are not allowed to see them.
We heard they are in Ye-U. | heard one child was sent to Yangon, perhaps for surgery,” a
resident told The Irrawaddy.

One of the children, Maung Zaw Ko Oo, has died in detention, according to Daw Aye Mar Swe, a
teacher at the school.

She urged the international community to hold the perpetrators accountable.

“No matter what material assistance is given to Myanmar, we will have to flee unless the
dictatorship is defeated. Please help us to end the dictatorship. | urge the world not to ignore
Myanmar,” she said.

The regime claimed only two children were seriously injured in the attack and has made no
statement about the condition of the detainees.
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A Depayin volunteer helping displaced people called on the regime to hand over the children.
“The parents are extremely concerned about their health. This cannot happen again,” he said.

United Nations children’s charity Unicef and Save the Children have been criticized for only
offering condolences and not blaming the regime for the attack.

Ko Bo Kyi of the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners said: “NGOs must help those in
need without fear or favor. It seems they are trying not to offend the regime. It is unacceptable.
From their statements, we can see that they fear the regime more than Myanmar’s citizens do.
The statements did not even mention that the junta attacked the school.”

Naw Susanna Hla Hla Soe, minister for women, child and youth affairs for the civilian National
Unity Government, said on Monday that her shadow ministry has not been able to contact
Unicef’s office in Myanmar.

The International Committee of the Red Cross has not commented on the massacre.

The organization previously mediated with the ethnic armed organizations for the release of
prisoners of war and should now urge the regime to hand back the children, according to civil
society organizations.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/demands-to-free-children-held-by-myanmar-junta-
after-school-attack.html

Junta troops kill 9 civilians and torch 800 homes in fortnight of raids in Sagaing
Military forces targeted 20 villages around Taze township.
By RFA Burmese | 2022.09.29

Taze township’s People’s Defense Force. Taze
News

More than 800 houses in 20 villages have been
destroyed by junta troops and nine civilians
killed over the past two weeks in junta raids on
Taze township in Myanmar’s Sagaing region
according to locals.

Six people were killed in Oke Hpo Aing village,
two from Gway Kone, and one from Aung Chan

Thar.

Two military columns of around 100 junta troops invaded villages around Taze township
between Sept. 16 and Sept. 28.
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"35 homes were torched in the east of the village when the military column left at four in the
morning after they spent the night there," a resident of Kar Paung Kya village told RFA.

Homes were burned down in 20 villages, including Oke Hpo Aing, Aung Chan Thar, Yae U
Kone, Inn Bat, Oe Thei Kone, Pay Kone, Gway Kone, Bay Yin Ywar Thit, Na Bet Gyi, Na Bet
Nge, locals said.

There were 16 clashes between junta troops and People’s Defense Forces in Taze township.
Fighting and mine explosions caused the deaths of five PDF members and roughly 50 junta
soldiers, according to the local PDF.

The number of military deaths has not been independently verified.

RFA contacted Aye Hlaing, a spokesman for the military council in Sagaing region, but he did
not respond.

Myanmar’s military killed nearly 643 civilians and burned down almost 20,524 houses in
Sagaing region in the year since Sept. 15, 2021, when authorities cut off internet access to
townships where anti-junta armed resistance is strongest, RFA reported on Wednesday. The
figures were compiled by RFA’s Burmese service.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/junta-kill-9-sagaing-09292022040616.html|

Myanmar Junta Dep. Battalion Commander Killed as Resistance Seizes Base in Karen State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 29 September 2022

Thirteen Myanmar junta soldiers including a deputy battalion commander were killed in
Kyainseikgyi Township, Karen State on Wednesday when ethnic Karen resistance fighters and a
People’s Defense Force (PDF) group occupied a military base.

Early on Wednesday, troops from the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA), the armed wing
of the Karen Nation Union, and the Special Operation Force (SOF), a resistance group, raided
forces from the regime’s Infantry Battalion 283 stationed in a hilltop pagoda in the township.

During an hourlong firefight, 13 junta soldiers including a deputy battalion commander were
killed, a resistance officer told The Irrawaddy.

The SOF said 17 other regime soldiers fled the raid. Fifteen weapons and a quantity of
ammunition were seized after resistance forces occupied the military base.

Resistance video and photos show the bodies of regime soldiers killed during the raid.

On Sept. 20, the KNLA and allied PDF groups occupied a junta outpost in Kawkareik Township,
killing about 15 junta soldiers. The KNLA have seized at least five military outposts in Karen
State since the military coup last year.
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The KNU reported in August that it had been involved in 6,356 clashes with junta forces since
the 2021 coup, killing around 5,125 soldiers and injuring an estimated 4,174. Meanwhile, it had
lost 137 resistance fighters in the incidents.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-dep-battalion-commander-killed-as-
resistance-seizes-base-in-karen-state.html

Myanmar Military Airstrike Kills Junta Soldiers Held Prisoner in Rakhine
By THE IRRAWADDY | 29 September 2022

At least two Myanmar junta soldiers being held prisoner by the Arakan Army (AA) were
reportedly killed in northern Rakhine state last week, while a number of others were injured,
when regime jets bombed prison cells holding Myanmar military detainees, according to the
AA.

On September 23 three junta jets carried out a 30 minute airstrike on a mountaintop in
Maungdaw Township, hitting two prison cells where captured regime soldiers and police were
being detained by the ethnic Rakhine armed organization.

Two junta troops died of injuries received in the airstrike. The AA said that some of those
seriously injured have little hope of surviving, despite being treated by the AA.

Although the AA told the military to come and collect the wounded detainees for proper
medical treatment, the junta did not respond.

In a video released by the AA, a sergeant wounded in the airstrike who has been in the
Myanmar military for over 20 years said he felt abandoned despite his loyal service.

An Arakan Army fighter helps a junta soldier
wounded in a regime airstrike. Photo- AA

“They [the military] don’t even look at the
situation we are in. | am sad,” said the sergeant,
who was named as Aung Aung.

Over 150 regime forces, including prisoners and
those who defected or surrendered, have been
detained by the AA. Some of them have since been
allowed to leave for undisclosed locations.

Military regime personnel who no longer want to serve the junta have also been invited to join
the AA.
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After an informal ceasefire in Rakhine State broke down last November, the AA and Myanmar
military have been clashing in Buthidaung, Maungdaw, Rathedaung, Kyauktaw, Minbya and
Mrauk-U townships in Rakhine, as well as in neighboring Paletwa Township in Chin State.

Junta forces have reportedly lost more than 36 bases and outposts and suffered heavy
casualties in the fighting.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-military-airstrike-kills-junta-soldiers-held-

prisoner-in-rakhine.html

Heavy artillery injures six, including four-year-old girl, in Minbya

Regime forces deliberately targeted three villages from five different locations near the Rakhine
State town, residents said

Nan Oo Nway | Published on Sep 29, 2022

Y . il ¢ Shelling by regime forces injured at least six

A : P civilians, including a four-year-old girl, in three
different villages in Rakhine State’s Minbya
Township on Tuesday, according to local sources.

Residents of the area told Myanmar Now that
junta troops stationed around the town of
Minbya fired multiple rounds of heavy artillery
early Tuesday morning, hitting the nearby villages
of Khaung Laung Chaung, Hpa Laung Pyin, and

Setkayae.

The shelling came from five locations, including three Light Infantry Battalion (LIB) bases—279,
380, and 541—and outposts at the town’s Min Bar Gyi jetty and Wet Kyein Taung pagoda.

One shell fell inside Khaung Laung Chaung, four in Hpa Laung Pyin, and three in Setkayae, locals
said. All three are within 13km of Minbya, and less than 8km from each other.

Two of the victims—four-year-old Khaing Myo Zan and 18-year-old Kyaw Naing Oo—were from
Hpa Laung Pyin, while the others—San Goe Aung, 60, Kywin Kyan, 60, and 45-year-old Hnin Che
and her son Aung Naing Linn—were from Setkayae, sources said.

According to a local resident, the two from Hpa Laung Pyin sustained relatively minor injuries,
while the four from Setkayae had to be hospitalised.

There had been no fighting in the area between the military and the Arakan Army (AA) before
the shelling started, a Hpa Laung Pyin villager told Myanmar Now.
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Hpa Laung Pyin resident Kyaw Naing Oo, 18,
shows a shrapnel injury on his back caused by
shelling on September 27 (Supplied)

“They set up four heavy weapons at the Min
Bar Gyi jetty and deliberately targeted the
villages. The army, navy and air force were all
involved in the attacks,” said the V|Ilager noting that a junta aircraft had also been spotted in
the area.

Several houses were also destroyed in the attacks, including one in Khaung Laung Chaung, two
in Hpa Laung Pyin, and six in Setkayae, locals said.

On Monday, the AA clashed with junta forces near Khaung Laung Chaung for about half an hour
after attacking two military marine vessels on the Kywel Kuu River.

A pregnant woman and two children were injured when troops aboard the boats opened fire
with heavy artillery, local sources reported.

Residents of several villages in the area, including Khaung Laung Chaung, Hpa Laung Pyin,
Setkayae, Chaung Shay, and Kyar Yae Pyin, have been displaced by the military’s assaults.

Since August, the military and the AA have been engaging in serious clashes in Buthidaung,
Maungdaw, Minbya, Mrauk-U, Rathedaung and Taungup townships in Rakhine State and
Paletwa in southern Chin State.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/heavy-artillery-injures-six-including-four-year-old-
girl-in-minbya

Rakhine Residents Trapped and Going Hungry as Myanmar Military Blockades Villages
By THE IRRAWADDY | 29 September 2022

Residents of northern Maungdaw Township in Rakhine State are trapped in their villages
without food and medicine, as military regime forces continue to block access to the region in
western Myanmar.

The blockade has intensified since ethnic Rakhine armed organization the Arakan Army (AA)
seized junta outposts following fighting with the military along the Myanmar-Bangladesh
border in early August.

A resident of Tamanthar Village told The Irrawaddy: “We have to eat banana plants now. We
ran out of cooking oil a long time ago. We can’t flee to Maungdaw Town as the military
checkpoint in Kyeinchaung Village won’t let us pass. They are using the four cuts strategy
against us.”
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The four cuts strategy was first developed by the Myanmar military in the 1960s and used
against the Communist Party of Burma and the Karen National Union, Myanmar’s oldest ethnic
armed group. The strategy is designed to cut access to food, funding, intelligence and recruits
for rebel groups by targeting every village that is thought to have ties with them.

One resident of Nanthartaung Village said: “The military told the abbot of our village monastery
that we can go to Maungdaw Town, but it can’t guarantee our safety while traveling. And when
vehicles came to take us to town, they were stopped at the checkpoint in Kyeinchaung Village.”

Teachers are also trapped in Nanthartaung Village along with locals. Villagers who fall sick are
suffering as there is no medicine and they can’t receive treatment at clinics and hospitals
because of the blockade.

The regime has isolated all of northern Maungdaw, blocking all waterways in the area, as well
as the roads linking Maungdaw and Rathedaung and Rathedaung and Ponnagyun townships.

Junta forces have also established numerous security checkpoints along the Yangon-Sittwe
Road in Sittwe, Ponnagyun, Kyauktaw, Mrauk-U, Minbya, Myebon and Ann townships, and are
carrying out tight checks on buses and cargo trucks. Currently, passenger buses are barely
operating.

Some villagers were able to flee to Maungdaw Town on August 28 and 29, when the regime
briefly opened the security checkpoint at Kyeinchaung Village.

Around 1,000 villagers are now sheltering in Maungdaw Town. With the junta not providing any
supplies and a lack of aid donors, town residents are giving them food and shelter, former
Maungdaw lawmaker U Maung Ohn told The Irrawaddy.

The AA and the Myanmar military have been clashing since early August along the Myanmar-
Bangladesh border in northern Maungdaw.

At least two junta outposts have reportedly been seized by the AA, one at mile post No. 40 on
the frontier and another one mile from the border guard police base in Kyeinchaung Village.

Regime forces have also lost five outposts to the AA near the Myanmar-India border in Chin
State’s Paletwa Township, which borders northern Rakhine, since early August. Junta soldiers
have also withdrawn from some of their outposts in Paletwa Town after being besieged by the
AA.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/rakhine-residents-trapped-and-going-hungry-as-
myanmar-military-blockades-villages.html
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Tatmadaw builds the Union based on Democracy and Federalism: SAC chairman
PUBLISHED 29 SEPTEMBER 2022

NAYPYITAW----The Tatmadaw is paving the way for multiparty democracy for the State by
building the Union based on democracy and federalism. Deserved federal rights will be given,
Chairman of State Administration Council (SAC) made a speech at the SAC meeting (8/2022)
held in Nay Pyi Taw on September 27th.

"With regard to peace, the second phase of talks is in progress. No one must turn a blind eye to
the Constitution (2008) and the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement-NCA. Ethnic armed
organizations demanded an amendment to the Constitution. Amendments can be based on
voting at the Hluttaw. The government is striving for holding a free and fair election. And the
government is meeting with EAOs to seek the agreements in advance," said Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/tatmadaw-builds-the-union-based-on-democracy-and-
federalism-sac-chairman

Free Expression Myanmar: The Myanmar junta has orchestrated an “information coup”

By Mizzima |

Mizzima’s newsroom is pictured following a raid by
security forces.

According to rights group Free Expression Myanmar
as the world marks International Day for Universal

Access to Information, the people of Myanmar face
propaganda, disinformation, and secrecy under the

“;

military’s “information coup”.

It says that the Myanmar junta has devised,
orchestrated and intensified a vast “information coup” since the February 2021. Their aim is to
starve people of information that they need to make good decisions about their lives, for their
families, and for their communities.

Free Expression Myanmar has identified what it says are the six parts of this “information
coup.” These are:

1. Public information disappeared

The military has hidden what they do, including information on budgets, contracts, education,
health, agriculture, justice, economics, laws, policies, and directives, among other subjects.
Statistical information has disappeared or is unreliable. Widespread secrecy is likely to conceal
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widespread corruption. Without the transparency of public access to information, the military is
unaccountable, behaves with impunity and is unrestrained from misappropriating public
resources.

2. Information became a threat to “national security”

All information has effectively been classified as a state secret and a matter of so-called
“national security” for the military. Asking for information from the military or any part of the
military-controlled State has become high risk. Any attempt to request information is seen as
deeply suspicious. Fact-checking, even on the most innocuous subject, is dangerous.

3. Information replaced by propaganda

The military’s old propaganda machine has returned. Military press conferences deny facts and
create a fictional reality. Ministries have become information bunkers keeping the public out.
State media publishes and republishes only information that portrays the military positively.
Much of the propaganda is disinformation and contains knowingly inaccurate, misleading, or
false news, facts, and allegations. Some of the propaganda appears to want to incite hostility,
discrimination, or violence.

4, Private information seized

The military has not been satisfied with the amount of public information under its control, and
has actively tried to seize more information, much of it private. The military has set up large
networks of CCTV cameras, ordered banks to track payments, moved forward with e-IDs, and
forced mobile telecom companies to collect personal information and monitor their customers.

5. Sources of independent information attacked

Independent sources of information, such as television and radio broadcasters, print media,
digital media, and printing houses have been banned, blocked, and forced into exile. The
Broadcasting Law and Penal Code were amended to increase possible sanctions for sharing
information. A sham Press Council was appointed full of military proxies. Many journalists have
been subject to violence and detained for doing journalism and trying to uncover information.
Almost all journalists have been forced to operate underground or from areas not controlled by
the military.

6. Internet platforms and access curbed

The military has attacked technology enabling the public access to information. Whitelisting
and blacklisting policies have blocked access to large parts of the internet, including social
media platforms such as Facebook. The military has announced new military-controlled social
media platforms to replace global platforms. The military has set up checkpoints to check
people’s devices, detaining those who have certain applications, including VPN software. The
military has also increased data prices and SIM card tax in order to make accessing information
expensive too.
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Free Expression Myanmar says that the military’s six attacks on the right to access information
have been severe but were also built upon previous failures to adequately protect the right.
Before the coup started on 1 February 2021, Free Expression Myanmar’s investigations in
partnership with journalists nationwide found that public officials were inaccessible,
information was regarded as government property, secrecy was rampant, and any request for
information was treated, at best, with suspicion and at worst, with arrest. But the then
government and various State institutions did at least commit to improving. For example, by
committing in their policy plan to a future law guaranteeing the right to information. Since 1
February 2021, even that commitment has disappeared under the military’s “information
coup”.

https://mizzima.com/article/free-expression-myanmar-myanmar-junta-has-orchestrated-
information-coup

Facebook must compensate Rohingyas over hate speech: Amnesty

By AFP |

A woman checks Facebook on her phone in Yangon on
Feb. 4, 2021, days after Myanmar’s generals seized
power. Photo: AFP

Facebook should pay reparations to the hundreds of
thousands of Rohingyas forced from their homes in
Myanmar in a campaign exacerbated by rampant
online hate speech, Amnesty International said in a
report Thursday.

The Rohingyas, a mainly Muslim minority, were targeted by Myanmar's military rulers in 2017
and driven into neighbouring Bangladesh, where they have since lived in sprawling refugee
camps.

Victims' associations and rights advocates say the violence was ramped up by Facebook's
algorithms, saying they play up extremist content that encourages harmful disinformation and
hate speech.

"Many Rohingya tried to report anti-Rohingya content via Facebook's 'report' function" but to
no avail, "allowing these hateful narratives to proliferate and reach unprecedented audiences
in Myanmar," Amnesty said in its report.

It noted the revelations from the whistle-blower "Facebook Papers" divulged in October 2021,
indicating that company executives knew the site fuelled the spread of toxic content against
ethnic minorities and other groups.
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Three legal suits have been lodged against Facebook by Rohingya representatives, in the US and
Britain as well as with the OECD group of developed economies, under its guidelines for
responsible business conduct.

In the US complaint, filed last December in California, the home state of Facebook and its
parent company Meta, refugees are seeking $150 billion in damages.

"Meta's refusal to compensate Rohingya victims to date -—— even where the community's
modest requests represent crumbs from the table of the company's enormous profits -— simply
add to the perception that this is a company wholly detached from the reality of its human
rights impacts," Amnesty said.

The NGO urged Facebook to undertake "proactive human rights due diligence" across its
platforms, but also called on national authorities to step up their oversight.

"It is imperative that states fulfil their obligation to protect human rights by introducing and
enforcing effective legislation to rein in surveillance-based business models across the
technology sector," it said.

Facebook has vowed to revamp its corporate values and operations in response to pressure to
clamp down on false information, particularly with regards to politics and elections.

The company has forged partnerships with several media companies, including AFP, intended
to verify online posts and remove those that are untrue.

https://mizzima.com/article/facebook-must-compensate-rohingyas-over-hate-speech-amnesty-
0

Elon Musk Asked to Provide Satellite Internet for Myanmar Fight Against Junta
By THE IRRAWADDY |30 September 2022
Elon Musk in February. / AFP

Activists in Myanmar have asked SpaceX and Tesla founder
Elon Musk to provide uncensored internet across the
country amid the junta’s shutdowns in anti-regime
strongholds.

Musk’s satellite internet firm, Starlink, began operating in
Iran this week, amid protests that have caused more than
40 deaths, and it provides services in Ukraine after communications were disrupted by Russia’s
invasion.
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According to Access Now, at least 54 of Myanmar’s 330 townships have internet blackouts,
while the junta blocks access to websites and social media platforms, including Facebook, a
primary channel for communication. In resistance strongholds, the junta has also cut mobile
phone communications.

The civilian National Unity Government’s communications minister U Htin Lin Aung asked Musk
to offer Starlink to Myanmar after the service was provided in Ukraine and Iran.

Justice for Myanmar stated this week that the junta is taking control of all mobile networks,
directly and through proxies, to build a digital dictatorship. Censorship, internet shutdowns and
surveillance are routine, the activist group said.

“Stand with the people of Myanmar. Activate #Starlink,” it said.

Access has been cut in Sagaing and Magwe regions and Chin State, where resistance forces are
strong. The blackout impedes the release of information about the conflict.

Messages on Thursday on Facebook and Twitter said Myanmar urgently needed Musk’s help.

One user said the internet shutdown was intended to stop the international community from
seeing evidence of junta atrocities.

Myanmar needs Starlink to record crimes and to hold the junta to account, he wrote. “Help us
and save lives,” he added.

Myanmar is unified in opposing the junta which seized power in February last year.

At least 2,324 people, including nearly 300 children, have been killed by regime troops and
more than 15,600 people have been detained.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/elon-musk-asked-to-provide-satellite-internet-for-
myanmar-fight-against-junta.html
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