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Myanmar People Urged to Join ‘Six Twos Revolution’ General Strike Against Regime
By THE IRRAWADDY | 21 February 2022

Anti-regime forces have called on the Myanmar people to join a mass protest planned for
Tuesday that is being referred to as the “Regathering for the Six Twos Revolution”, a
reference to the date, 22.2.2022. The protest is also being referred to as “Revolt by the
Rural, Defiance by the Urban.”

Last year on Feb. 22 (22.2.2021), three weeks after the military seized power, protesters
across Myanmar took to the streets in a general strike known as the “Five Twos Revolution,”
in one of the largest nationwide shows of opposition to the military.

People have been urged to take to the streets in the “Six Twos Revolution” wearing bamboo
or other hats as well as Thanakha, a traditional face powder, and holding flowers and
bouquets. People, if possible, are also urged to scatter papers bearing anti-coup slogans
along with flowers, raise a three-finger salute and bang pots and pans at 8 p.m.

Strike committees have urged the people to join the protest by any other means if they are
not able to participate in said activities.

“Millions of people took to the streets in last year’s ‘Five Twos’ revolution. And we want to
organize a campaign on Feb. 22 this year in which millions of people can participate. We
want to show that people still oppose military rule and that the anti-coup movements
remain strong,” said Ko Khant Wai Phyo, a member of the Monywa General Strike
Committee.

Posters of anti-regime protesters’ call for a
regathering on Feb. 22, 2022 for the ‘Six Twos’
or ‘222222’ strike.

“We always have trust in the people. People
have time and again shown that they are totally
against the coup and military dictatorship. |

& believe we will be able to show it again
tomorrow. So, we have suggested those
methods which we think can allow people to
subtly show their opposition with minimum risk to themselves,” he said.

Jeejoy)  ofomddy

Over 30 general strike committees from different parts of Myanmar led by the General
Strike Coordination Body (GSCB) have called for the strike. Myanmar expats in foreign
countries, celebrities and activists have also called on the people to join the mass
demonstrations on Tuesday.

Activists and Buddhist monks in Mandalay took to the streets on Monday, urging the people
to join the “Six Twos Revolution.”

The leader of a women’s alliance in Mandalay, Ma Aye Myint Aung Aung, said: “At this time
last year, many people across the country took to the streets. But, mass demonstrations
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can’t be held this year. So, we have suggested the ways people can participate in the
protest. And | would like to urge the people to join the protest.”

Meanwhile, pro-junta Telegram accounts issued threats against activists who show support
for the “Six Twos Revolution”, urging the regime to arrest those who back the general strike
on social media.

GCSB spokesman Ko Nan Lin told The Irrawaddy: “The military regime and its pillars are
really frightened by public campaigns. So, they have used threats to deter the people from
participating in those campaigns. They are trying to instill fear in people because they are
frightened by public campaigns. In no country are people arrested for holding flowers and
wearing Thanakha. | want to urge the people not to worry about threats from the other
side.”

He added: “Every public activity is a serious blow to the military regime. Fighting is not the
only answer in the Spring Revolution. There will be progress in this revolution only when we
make collaborative efforts through military, political and diplomatic means and public
campaigns.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-people-urged-to-join-six-twos-
revolution-general-strike-against-regime.html

Mawlamyine Technological University Student Sentenced to Life in Prison
monnews | 21 February 2022

Aung Phone Kyaw, a fourth-year student at Mawlamyine Technological University in Mon
State, was sentenced to life in prison by a military tribunal on February 15.

According to the State Administrative Council (SAC) Aung Phone
Kyaw was arrested on November 17, 2021 in Thingangyun
Township, Yangon.

“At that time, it was announced in Myawaddy that he was
caught with weapons in Thingangyun. There were two people
charged in this case. The second person from Yangon had also
been sentenced to life in prison, “ said a source close to the case.
The military tribunal hearing determined the sentence under sections 50 (i) and 50 (a) of the
Anti-Terrorism Law, according to the SAC statement.

Two other first-year students from the Technical University (Mawlamyine) had been
previously charged under section 505 (a) and are serving a one year sentence.

https://monnews.org/2022/02/21/mawlamyine-technological-university-student-
sentenced-to-life-in-prison/
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Student activist handed three-year sentence by Insein Prison court

Yin Myat Noe Oo, who was arrested in April last year, now faces a second inctiment
charge

Han Thit | Published on Feb 21, 2022

Yin Myat Noe Oo was arrested in April last year
(Yangon University of Economics Students' Union)

A student activist arrested in Yangon last year after
putting up posters that criticised the junta was
handed a three-year prison sentence for incitement
at a court inside Insein Prison last week.

Yin Myat Noe Qo, the treasurer of a branch of the
Yangon University of Economics Students' Union, was among four detained in April near the
Kyauk Myaung Market in Tamwe.

The court took time already served off of the 22-year-old’s sentence when handing down its
decision on Thursday, said lawyer Thet Naung.

Yin Myat Noe Oo was arrested alongside Khant Thu Aung, her union’s chair, Phyo Kyaw
Naing, a union member and Min Hein Khant, a former member.

She and the three others face an ongoing incitement charge for allegedly supplying
information to a foreign journalist via a film director named Thein Tan.

Thein Tan was arrested in April while staying at the Chatrium Hotel. He was accused of
selling information to Yuki Kitazumi, a Japanese journalist who was arrested in April but
released and deported the following month.

Despite the journalist’s release, Thein Tan and the students are still being tried for the case
at the Mingalar Taung Nyunt Township Court.

“The four members of the students’ union were allegedly acting as informants for Thein
Tan, who in turn allegedly sold the information to international news departments and
supplied Yin Myat Noe Oo with the money, according to the military,” said Thet Naung, the
student’s lawyer.

La Pyae, a member of the students’ union, said he and others were fighting for Yin Myat Noe
O0’s freedom.

“We are fighting our hardest for everyone’s release and are revolting against the
dictatorship,” he said. “I’'m proud of her. We are going to do what we can from the outside
until we win the fight.”

Khant Thu Aung, the union’s chair, was reportedly denied medical attention while sick in
prison.
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Last week, a separate students’ organisation published a letter written by an inmate at
Insein that said political detainees were being tortured and denied medical care at the
prison.

At least 12,219 civilians have been arrested by the military since last year’s coup and at least
9,206 are still in detention, according to a tally from the Assistance Association for Political
Prisoners (AAPP) that the junta claims is exaggerated.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/student-activist-handed-three-year-sentence-by-
insein-prison-court

Two-year-old daughter of female PDF suspect dies in Thandwe prison

The child was being held with her mother, who was arrested last year on suspicion of
financing anti-regime activities

Nan Oo Nway | Published on Feb 21, 2022

A prison official stands outside of Sittwe prison on
February 12 (Myanmar Now)

The two-year-old daughter of a female detainee
accused of supporting the People’s Defence Force
(PDF) died in prison in southern Rakhine State’s
Thandwe Township on Thursday, according to
sources.

The child, Shwe Yoon Eain, had been sent to the prison to stay with her mother after
undergoing surgery to correct a birth defect, a woman close to the girl’s family told
Myanmar Now.

“l don’t know the details, but they said she died in prison. | was told that she would be
buried in the village,” said the woman.

Shwe Yoon Eain’s family collected her body from the prison on Friday morning, the woman
added. She was two years and four months old at the time of her death.

The mother, 35-year-old Nyein Ei Phyo Kyaw, was one of three female suspects arrested last
November for allegedly providing financial support for the PDF. All three, including a 17-
year-old girl, were charged under Myanmar’s Counterterrorism Law.

A volunteer aid worker in Thandwe said she learned about the child’s death from prison
staff and a local free funeral association.

“It sounds like she caught a cold. The prison floors are bare concrete, so it’s cold inside the
cells. Mucous started building up in her airways, and she just couldn’t breathe,” she said.

According to the volunteer, it was unclear why Shwe Yoon Eain, who wore an ostomy pouch
because she had been born with an imperforate anus, was in the prison.
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“l don’t know if her mother asked to have the child stay with her, or if she was there for
some other reason,” she said.

“Why would you put a sick child in a prison? That should never have happened,” she added.
Myanmar Now was unable to reach the family for more information.

Kyaw Lwin, the child’s grandfather, told local media outlet Narinjara News that he has not
been allowed to contact his daughter, Nyein Ei Phyo Kyaw, since her arrest.

Anti-regime activity has been relatively limited in Rakhine State since last year’s coup, but
Thandwe Township is widely regarded as a stronghold of support for the ousted ruling
party, the National League for Democracy.

At least eight people have been arrested and charged under the Counterterrorism Law in
Rakhine State since last October for allegedly supporting resistance forces.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/two-year-old-daughter-of-female-pdf-suspect-
dies-in-thandwe-prison

Entire family killed during junta attack on village in Sagaing’s Kanbalu Township

After learning of the death of his wife and two children, the father reportedly ran towards
the soldiers and told them to shoot him

Esther ) | Published on Feb 21, 2022

When he found out that his wife, son and daughter had been murdered by the junta’s forces
during a raid on his village in Sagaing Region, Thein Zaw went looking for the soldiers,
according to two survivors of the attack.

While many others were fleeing Pay Lel on Saturday morning the 50-year-old, overwhelmed
with grief, ran towards the danger.

“I heard that Thein Zaw ran into the village after hearing the news about his family, yelling
at the soldiers to shoot at him,” said one 20-year-old local. And they did, making him one of
at least six people murdered in the Kanbalu Township village that day.

The roughly 100 soldiers and Pyu Saw Htee militiamen who raided Pay Lel started shooting
heavy and light weapons as soon as they entered the village at around 6am.

Thein Zaw’s wife, Than Nwe, was hiding in a house in the southern part of the village with
their 27-year-old son Chan Nyein Aung and 22-year-old daughter Phoo Phoo. Another man
named Chit Kaung was hiding with them.

All four were killed when an explosive munition hit the house, both locals said. The sixth
person who died was a child in ninth grade named Hein Ko Oo, who was also shot, they
added.
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The 20-year-old survivor said the final death toll from the raid could be higher, as the junta’s
forces are still occupying the village and it has not been possible to account for everyone
who is missing.

He had heard reports that the soldiers dug holes using bulldozers and buried the dead in the
southern part of the village. “I heard that the military had been picking up bodies here and
there and burying them. We still haven’t identified the remaining victims,” he said.

The second local said that the junta’s forces were still stationed in the village as of Sunday
afternoon and had been breaking into houses and looting them.

“They were stealing valuable items like refrigerators and televisions yesterday,” he said on
Sunday. “They also took eight motorcycles this morning, | heard.”

Many of the female villagers were now staying in the local monastery while most male
villagers have fled, he added. “Some villagers are trapped inside while some managed to
escape. Some are missing,” he said.

Pay Lel has a population of around 1,000 people across 300 households. It is unclear how
many people are now displaced.

While Kanbalu has seen widespread violence amid the armed uprising against the junta
since last year’s coup, the two local sources said this was the first time Pay Lel has been
raided by the military.

There are no People’s Defence Force fighters or other anti-junta armed groups operating in
the village, they added.

Junta officials could not be reached for comment.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/entire-family-killed-during-junta-attack-on-
village-in-sagaings-kanbalu-township

Pyu Saw Htee militia terrorises Magway villages after two of its members die in ambush,
guerilla group says

Hundreds fled as members of the junta-backed militia burned and destroyed homes this
week

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Feb 20, 2022

Pyu Saw Htee members are seen during training at
the Hmaw Taw village monastery in November last
year (Supplied by local defence forces)

Members of the junta-backed Pyu Saw Htee militia
raided two villages in Magway Region’s Pauk
Township on Wednesday and burned and ransacked
several houses, forcing hundreds of local residents to
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flee, resistance forces have said.

The attacks on the villages of Kokkosu and Tha Nat Pin Zin came after guerillas from the
Anonymous Special Task Force killed two people during an attack on the home of two
alleged Pyu Saw Htee leaders.

The guerillas shot up the house of two men in their 50s named Aung San and U Toe at 6am
on Wednesday.

The men, who the Anonymous Special Task Force accuse of shooting and killing a Kokkosu
villager named San Myaing, escaped the attack but another man and woman were killed.

“It didn’t end in a clash as we caught them off guard,” an officer from the guerilla group
said. “They only shot back once before running away. We chased them. The two dead ones
were cremated.”

The house the group attacked “was like a common room for Pyu Saw Htee,” he added.

Hours after the attack, Pyu Saw Htee members from Kokkosu raided Tha Nat Pin Zin, which
has about 100 residents, and ransacked eight houses, he said, adding that the next day Pyu
Saw Htee members launched a raid in Kokkosu and destroyed 20 homes.

“The ones left behind in Kokkosu continued to ransack the village. Half of the village’s
population have fled. Only their supporters are left,” he said.

As well as killing San Myaing, Pyu Saw Htee members have also terrorised residents in the
area, he said. “They broke stuff in the village. San Myaing warned them to stop their actions,
so he became a target. They buried his body three days later on their own as well,” he
added.

San Myaing was shot twice on January 26 and then captured by Pyu Saw Htee members,
who held him at his home until he died of blood loss, the guerilla officer said.

Aung San and U Toe, the two alleged Pyu Saw Htee leaders who escaped Wednesday’s
attack, helped to give military training to 30 pro-junta villagers at the Yae Pyar Police
Station, according to the officer.

Those trainees helped police and soldiers during raids targeting opponents of the junta, and
were also the people responsible for destroying houses in Kokkosu, he said.

“They were given G3 guns and they would fire shots along with the police officers from the
Yae Pyar Police Station,” he said. “They do it once every two days. They would also
accompany the soldiers and the police during searches. They were sometimes dressed in
military and police uniforms but mostly they were plain clothed.”

His group confiscated G3 rifles and bullets during the attack on the alleged Pyu Saw Htee
member’s homes, he added.

On February 5, Anonymous Special Task Force members and their allies captured and
interrogated two other alleged Pyu Saw Htee members from Kokkosu named San Naing and
Nang Tun, he said.
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They captured another man named Wai Tun, from a village called Zee Taw, on February 10.
On the same day the alliance threw a grenade at the home of 50-year-old Tin Aye, an
alleged Pyu Saw Htee leader.

Myanmar Now has been unable to confirm the group’s allegations that the people it
targeted were Pyu Saw Htee members. It has not been possible to contact survivors or
affiliates of those killed for comment.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/pyu-saw-htee-militia-terrorises-magway-villages-
after-two-of-its-members-die-in-ambush-guerilla

Junta Airstrikes Hit Lower Myanmar as Fighting Intensifies
By THE IRRAWADDY | 21 February 2022

The Myanmar junta has launched airstrikes in and around the town of Moebye in Kayah
State, where intense clashes between regime soldiers and People’s Defense Forces (PDF)
have been taking place since last Wednesday.

Fighting broke out on February 16 when two junta armored cars and over one thousand
regime soldiers entered Heigh Kwee Dam and War Yi Phu Pha Lai Village near Moebye.

Resistance fighters from Moebye PDF, Loikaw PDF, Demoso PDF, Pekon PDF, Karenni Army,
Karenni Nationalities Defense Force, Karenni Generation Z Army, Fight for Justice and other
groups are battling the military regime forces.

One resistance fighter told The Irrawaddy that there have been daily junta air and artillery
strikes in and around Moebye.

“While we are talking, the airstrikes are coming”, he said.
“The fighting is still going on. It has been six days now,” he added.

War Yi Phu Pha Lai and Wi Thae Ku Shar villages, which are close to the border of Kayah and
Shan states, are seeing the most intense clashes.

On Monday, PDF fighters claimed to have killed a number of regime soldiers. One resistance
fighter was killed.

Last Thursday, around 20 PDF fighters died in the fighting. However, the PDFs claim that
junta casualties are far higher.

A local resident told The Irrawaddy that artillery based in Pekon Township has been firing at
least five times a day.

“The blast from the artillery shakes the walls of our houses. Some walls are cracking now.”

Thousands of people from Moebye, Pekon and the town of Nan Mei Khon have fled the
fighting.
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Over 170,000 people have been displaced by the fighting in Kayah State, with clashes taking
place almost daily in Loikaw and Demoso townships, according to the Karenni Human Rights
Group, which is helping the refugees.

Some 120,000 of those displaced are still in Kayah State, taking shelter at monasteries and
in the forest, after being forced from their homes by junta raids and air and artillery strikes.
The largest number of refugees come from Demoso Township.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/junta-airstrikes-hit-lower-myanmar-as-fighting-
intensifies.html

Hounded by junta attacks, Karenni IDPs wonder how long they can survive

The regime’s use of airstrikes against displaced civilians has many in Karenni State fearing
that they won't live to see their homes again

Esther ) | Published on Feb 20, 2022

A junta air raid on the Ree Khee Bu IDP camp
on January 17 claimed the lives of two young
girls and a middle-aged man (Supplied by
sources)

Everyone was fast asleep in Ree Khee Bu, a
village in Kayah (Karenni) State’s Hprsuo
Township, when they were suddenly
awakened by a loud boom at around 1am on
the night of January 17.

The village, which had been host to around 700 internally displaced persons (IDPs) since late
December, immediately erupted into a state of panic.

The IDPs had fled their homes in Moso, another village about 30km away, and other nearby
villages, after regime troops massacred dozens of people there on Christmas Eve. Now they
were ready to run again.

“We were standing before we even realised it. It was like the blast had thrown us up on our
feet,” said Rosematin, an ethnic Karenni woman who recalled the sheer horror of that night.

In her limited Burmese, she struggled to find the words to describe the intensity of the
explosion. All she could say was that it made her ears ring and gave her a terrible headache.

But that wasn’t the worst of it. The 40-year-old mother of three was struck by terror at the
thought that her children were not safe. She grabbed the youngest, her eight-year-old, by

the hand and ran barefoot out of the makeshift shelter that her family shared with dozens
of others.

“ just ran. | was so scared. It was chaotic,” she said.
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In the confusion, she was separated from her two older children. She tried to find them in
the darkness, then returned to the shelter to see if they were there.

That’s when she saw a body under a blanket. She felt sick to her stomach.

Her first thought was that it was one of her children. But when she pulled back the blanket,
she saw that it was another child that she knew from her home village, a 15-year-old girl
named Maria Corrette, who also went by the name Chaw Su.

“She was in pieces. Her belly was burst open, and her intestines were falling out. Her hands
were crushed and her lower body was shattered,” she said.

The girl’s torso had been thrown into Rosematin’s room from her own room next door. Her
sister, 12-year-old Caroline (called Khine by the other villagers) was also killed in her sleep,
her abdomen ripped open and one of her arms thrown some distance from the rest of her
body.

“Blood and pieces of flesh and internal organs were strewn across the floor,” said Maget
Trude, a former healthcare worker who acted as an interpreter for Rosematin.

The victims of the Myanmar military’s January 17 attack
on displaced villagers are laid to rest (Supplied)

‘I thought it would be safe’

The two sisters and their mother had fled to Ree Khee
Bu because their father believed it would be the safest
place for them. Even after what had happened in Moso
on December 24, he didn’t imagine that the military was

capable of anything so horrific as carrying out an airstrike on an IDP camp.

“When fighting broke out in Moso, | sent them away because | thought it would be safer
than staying here,” said Kaw Reh, the girls’ 50-year-old father, who last saw his daughters
alive on January 1.

When he went to Ree Khee Bu after their death, they were already in coffins, ready to be
buried.

“| cried out loud. | wailed. | just sat there and cried. | couldn’t take it anymore,” he said,
adding that their mother is still almost insane with grief.

“She wakes up early in the morning and starts crying. | try to console her, but | can’t,” he
said as his wife wept in the background.

He still doesn’t know why his daughters had to die the way they did. There was no fighting
anywhere near the camp on the night that a military aircraft dropped four bombs on it,
including the one that killed Chaw Su, Khine and a 51-year-old man named Andrea who was
staying in the same shelter.

The junta made no attempt to justify the attack. Usually when it carries out such raids, it
simply claims to be targeting “rebels” and “terrorists” hiding in civilian residential areas.
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“I’'m very angry with the military dictators who did this. My daughters died like this because
of them,” said Kaw Reh.

Kaw Reh is no stranger to conflict. When he was young, he said, he was forced to flee from
clashes twice. But this was his only experience of the aftermath of an air raid.

“We are just unarmed civilians. Why can’t the international community help us? | try to
understand it, but sometimes | just don’t know what to think,” he said.

As much as he hoped for outside assistance, Kaw Reh knew that he couldn’t afford to wait
for it to come. He had to do his best under the circumstances, which in this case meant
giving his daughters a hasty burial and hoping to have a chance some day to do more to
preserve their memory.

“I want to build proper tombs for them when the country is at peace. | want to make nice
tombstones for them in Moso’s cemetery,” he said.

B A shelter in the Ree Khee Bu IDP camp is seen after
§ the January 17 airstrike (Supplied)

Impact of the attack

Two of the bombs dropped on the night of January
17 fell about 100 feet from the shelter where the
o two sisters and their mother were living with
around 200 other IDPs. Two more Ianded near another building that was still under
construction.

Each one left a hole in the ground that was between a metre and a metre and a half deep.
Fragments from one pelted the corrugated-tin roof of the shelter, covering it with tiny
holes. Shrapnel from another destroyed a kitchen area 15m away, shredding metal pots and
pans.

According to a volunteer, the attack also affected the health of those living at the camp.
Many children said that their ears were still ringing days later, and some children and adults
also complained of sore throats, coughing and runny noses.

Other problems were also reported, especially among children, who made up well over half
of the camp’s population.

A hole made by one of four bombs dropped
on the Ree Khee Bu IDP camp (Supplied by
source)

“After the explosion, some children vomited,
and some said they felt dizzy because of the
smell of gunpowder. Some also suffered from
diarrhoea. | think it was because they were
so frightened,” said Maget Trude, the

volunteer.
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“The families who were not near the site of the blasts were not affected as much, but most
who were within a certain distance of it had these problems,” she added.

After the raid, the camp’s inhabitants and residents of the village and surrounding area fled.
Many have since taken refuge in nearby villages, or in cities outside of Kayah State, while
those with nowhere else to go have stayed closer to the camp.

“When we arrived there that night, they were terrified. They were hiding under trees and
cliffs. When we asked them to come out, they wouldn’t dare leave their hiding places,”
recalled Maget Trude.

Believing that being gathered in one place made them an easy target, most of the IDPs
scattered in small groups after collecting what was left of their belongings.

“I' just come back to the camp to cook and eat in the daytime, then spend the night in the
forest or in a cave. The planes still fly over us every night,” said one woman.

“It’'s summer now, so it’s still possible to live like this because the weather is fine. But it will
be difficult in the long run,” said Maget Trude.

“How long can we support them? It will be depressing if this goes on much longer,” she
added.

Grim statistics

The IDP camp in Ree Khee Bu was not the only one attacked that night. Hours earlier, on the
evening of January 16, an area in the town of Nan Mei Khon where displaced residents were
sheltering, in Demoso Township, was also hit by an airstrike.

Three young volunteers—John Arko Steno, 14, Richard, 16, and Bawsaco, 17—were killed in
that raid, according to the Karenni State Police (KSP), a force formed in August by police
officers who had joined the Civil Disobedience Movement.

As in Ree Khee Bu, there were no clashes anywhere near the Nan Mei Khon camp when it
came under attack, the KSP said.

On the day of the air raid on the Ree Khee Bu IDP camp, the Karenni State Consultative
Council, a body formed in April by civilian and armed anti-regime forces in the state,
released a statement calling for an end to military airstrikes.

Three days later, the Karenni National Progressive Party, the Karen National Union, and the
Chin National Front issued an appeal to the international community to impose a military
no-fly zone and declare safe zones for civilians.

None of this has stopped the junta from continuing with its attacks on civilians, however. On
February 10, another IDP camp in Demoso Township was targeted, this time by artillery fire.

With similar attacks taking place around the country, at least 400,000 people have been
displaced since last year’s coup, according to a statement released by the United Nations
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs on January 26.
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According to the Karenni Civil Society Network, nearly 180,000 people have been displaced
in ethnic Karenni areas of Kayah State and southern Shan State alone.

For Rosematin, the Karenni woman who discovered Chaw Su’s body, this is not just a grim
statistic. Still traumatized by her experience, she wonders if she, or the hundreds of
thousands of others like her, will ever see their homes again.

“I'just don’t know how to go on. I’'m not really sure we will survive this,” she said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/hounded-by-junta-attacks-karenni-idps-wonder-

how-long-they-can-survive

Dr Sasa says Chin people must be allowed to decide their destiny
By Mizzima |

The Chin people deserve to be allowed to decide their
destiny by themselves according to Dr Sasa.

ﬂ”é | " 3 Dr Sasa, the Special Envoy to the United Nations of the

' L Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Representative Committee (PHRC)
under the control of The National Unity Government NUG,
- made the comment during a speech he made at the Chin
National Day celebrations held in Singapore to celebrate the 74th Chin National Day.

i "i‘»l_ﬁj
2]
-_

“Let me first say that the Chin people will create their own destiny in Chin history. For
almost 900 years, we [the Chin people] have not been ruled by anyone. Chin State is a state
that has been ruled by the Chin people who have been creating their own destiny and using
their judgment, [to ensure] equality. If you are Chin, you must be brave. If you are Chin, you
must be free. If you are Chin, you must be faithful. Chin people must be determined to be
equal and to create their own destiny wherever there are Chin people”, said Dr.Sasa in his
speech.

He said that successive military dictators, the generals and a group of military troops led by
junta leader Min Aung Hlaing have permanently destroyed the people’s destiny, equality
and self-determination. So, it is clear that the military dictatorship is the enemy of
democracy.

He added that those involved in the current spring revolution are creating their own destiny.
The Spring Revolution did not start in 2021, but was born many years ago and has built up
momentum till now. As a result, the military dictatorship has been determined to eradicate
resistance since the start of the Spring Revolution.

He also called for all ethnic armed organisations (EAOs) and the National Unity Government
(NUG) to eradicate the military dictatorship.

"The main objectives of our Spring Revolution are to eradicate the military dictatorship, to
create our own destiny for a federal democracy, while at the same ending the military
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dictatorship and creating a new constitution based on equality and self-determination. [We
want] to build a strong federal state based on a new constitution and to achieve equality for
all, regardless of race, religion, ethnicity, colour, or gender”, he added.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/dr-sasa-says-chin-people-must-be-allowed-decide-their-
destiny

74th Chin National Day Celebration Held at CDF’s Min Dat Headquarters
By Mizzima | 21 February 2022
Photo: CDF Mindat

A celebration to mark the 74th Chin National Day was
successfully held for the first time on 20 February at the
Chinland Defense Force’s (CDF) Mindat Township Military
Headquarters.

Mo |0

There was a brief Chin National Day celebration held in front of the General Administration
Office in Mindat Township, but a larger event that included sporting competitions was held
in the CDF-Mindat-controlled area.

Chin National Day celebrations started on 10 February. On the same day the junta also
launched a military offensive against villages in Mindat Township with more than 300
troops.

February 20 is regarded by Chin people as Chin National Day and it is one of the most
important days of the year for Chin people. They also celebrate Chin National Day in the
various countries where members of the 53 ethnic Chin groups have settled.

Though Chin National Day is not officially recognized as a national holiday in Myanmar,
celebrations are often arranged by the Chin State Government in collaboration with local
Chin State community leaders.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/74th-chin-national-day-celebration-held-cdfs-min-dat-
headquarters

Myanmar Junta Rejects ASEAN Envoy’s Request to Meet Shadow Govt Representatives
By AFP | 21 February 2022

The Myanmar junta on Sunday rejected a regional special envoy’s request to meet with a
group of ousted lawmakers—which it has branded a terrorist group—amid attempts to
break a yearlong political stalemate since the coup.

Myanmar has been in chaos, with its economy paralyzed and more than 1,500 civilians killed
in a military crackdown since the putsch in February 2021, according to a local monitoring

group.
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The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)—a 10-country bloc—has been at the
forefront of diplomatic efforts to end the crisis, which triggered mass protests and a brutal
crackdown on dissent, including 12,000 people arrested.

Cambodian Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn, the new ASEAN special envoy to Myanmar, told
a meeting of the bloc’s foreign ministers Thursday that he planned to visit in March and
meet with top junta officials.

With backing from Malaysia, he has also sought to meet with members of a National Unity
Government dominated by lawmakers from Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s ousted party that is
working to overthrow the junta.

Myanmar’s Foreign Ministry issued a statement late on Sunday saying it would promote
“constructive cooperation with ASEAN including the special envoy”.

However, it could not agree to the special envoy engaging with “unlawful associations and
terrorist groups” because they were “perpetrating violence and pursuing (a) total
destructive path”.

The ministry said the suggestion was “contrary to the principles of the ASEAN charter but
also undermines ASEAN’s counterterrorism efforts”.

“The ministry again urges the two members not to use ASEAN platforms to make such
comments and encourages [them] to condemn the terrorist acts,” the statement said.

In May last year the junta declared the NUG “terrorists”. It has jailed several high-ranking
members of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s party.

Most NUG members are in exile or in hiding and Prak Sokhonn gave no details on where or
when any future meeting might take place.

Myanmar’s top diplomat was barred from Thursday’s meeting in Phnom Penh over a lack of
progress in defusing the violence, although Prak Sokhonn said junta representatives had
been allowed to listen in on discussions.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-rejects-asean-envoys-request-
to-meet-shadow-govt-representatives.html

Myanmar Junta Team to Make 1st Appearance Before ICJ in Rohingya Genocide Case
By AFP | 21 February 2022

Myanmar’s junta is set to replace Daw Aung San Suu Kyi at the UN’s top court Monday as it
seeks to dismiss a case over the alleged genocide of Rohingya Muslims.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi personally presented Myanmar’s arguments at the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) when the case was first heard in December 2019, but was ousted as
civilian leader in a military coup last year.
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The Nobel peace laureate, who faced criticism from rights groups for her involvement in the
case, is now under house arrest and trial by the same generals she defended in The Hague.

In its “preliminary objections” on Monday, Myanmar will argue that the court has no
jurisdiction over the case, and must throw it out before it moves on to substantive hearings.

Local Myanmar media said the junta has a new delegation led by Ko Ko Hlaing, international
cooperation minister, and Thida Oo, attorney general, who will attend virtually.

Both have been hit with US sanctions over the coup.

The case brought by the mainly Muslim African nation of Gambia accuses predominantly
Buddhist Myanmar of genocide against the Rohingya minority over a bloody 2017 military
crackdown.

The ICJ made a provisional order in January 2020 that Myanmar must take “all measures” to
prevent the alleged genocide of the Rohingya while the years-long proceedings are under
way.

Bloody crackdown
Gambia will make its counter-arguments on Wednesday.

Around 850,000 Rohingya are languishing in camps in neighboring Bangladesh while another
600,000 Rohingya remain in Myanmar’s southwestern Rakhine State.

The ICJ was set up after World War |l to rule on disputes between UN member states. Its
judgments are binding but it has no real means to enforce them.

The Rohingya case at the ICJ has been complicated by the coup that ousted Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi and her civilian government, and triggered mass protests and a bloody military
crackdown. More than 1,500 civilians have been killed, according to a local monitoring

group.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi now faces trial herself in Myanmar on a raft of charges that could see
her jailed for more than 150 years.

Ahead of the hearing, the shadow National Unity Government dominated by lawmakers
from Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s ousted party said it, not the junta, “is the proper
representative of Myanmar at the ICJ in the case”.

It also rejects Myanmar’s preliminary objections, saying the hearings for these should be
canceled and the court should quickly get down to the hearing of the substantive case.

The NUG holds no territory and has not been recognized by any foreign government, and
has been declared a “terrorist” organization by the junta.

Gambia accuses Myanmar of breaching the 1948 UN genocide convention.

Its case is backed by the 57-nation Organization of Islamic Cooperation, Canada and the
Netherlands.
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-team-to-make-1st-appearance-
before-icj-in-rohingya-genocide-case.html

ICJ hearing is a chance to show Myanmar’s failed coup leaders that their days are
numbered

This week’s hearing in the Hague must serve to put the generals on notice that they will
be held accountable for their crimes

Chris Gunness / Damian Lilly | Published on Feb 21, 2022

A general view of a session of the International Court of
Justice in The Hague, The Netherlands, 23 January 2020, as
it rules in the lawsuit filed by The Gambia against Myanmar
(EPA)

Once again, the people of Myanmar are being denied
justice and accountability.

At a week-long public hearing set to begin at the International Court of Justice (ICJ) in the
Hague on Monday, the country’s illegal junta will attempt to block the case brought against
it by The Gambia for breaching the Genocide Convention during the so-called “clearance
operations” in 2017 that drove 750,000 Rohingya into Bangladesh.

The regime’s representatives at the hearing are expected to raise procedural objections to
prevent the court moving to the substantive stage of the case, at which point the Rohingya
people might expect some form of long-delayed justice.

As if to deliberately mock the international justice system, coup leader Min Aung Hlaing has
nominated two individuals accused of committing serious human rights violations and
subverting the rule of law—Win Shein, the regime’s minister for planning, finance and
industry, and Thida oo, its attorney general—to his ICJ team.

Win Shein has been facing EU and US sanctions since last year, while the US, UK and
Canada added Thida Oo to their sanctions lists on the anniversary of last year’s February 1
coup for fabricating charges against State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi in an attempt to bar
her and other democratic leaders from politics.

Even the junta’s presence at the “principle judicial organ of the UN” is an affront to
international law, as it is in violation of a UN General Assembly’s decision to reject the
credentials of the military regime and leave the National Unity Government’s (NUG) pick for
Myanmar’s permanent representative to the world body, Kyaw Moe Tun, in his seat. This
resolution was unanimously endorsed last December by all 193 members of the General
Assembly.

By allowing an uncredentialed and illegal military regime to represent the country anyway,
the ICJ is not only flouting the decision of the General Assembly, but also undermining the
democratic will of the people of Myanmar, who in November 2020 voted overwhelmingly to
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reject military-backed parties and embrace their country’s transition to democracy. We
therefore urge all UN and international organisations, particularly judicial bodies such as the
ICJ whose mandates centre on the rule of law, to desist from any action that legitimises the
military junta in international affairs.

Moreover, we demand that all UN member states and UN bodies respect the democratic
will of the people of Myanmar by recognising the NUG, which the vast majority see as
representing their aspirations.

The case for recognition of the NUG was comprehensively made in a landmark legal
opinion signed by some of the world’s leading jurisprudential experts last September, and
also in a report by the Special Advisory Council for Myanmar, an independent group of
international experts.

Significantly, more than 800 Rohingya survivors of genocide represented by the Geneva-
based nongovernmental organisation Legal Action Worldwide (LAW) have called on the
international community, including through communications to the president of the ICJ, to
recognise the NUG as the legitimate government of Myanmar. The Myanmar Accountability
Project (MAP)—of which we are executive directors—has also established a petition urging
recognition of the NUG.

Many of LAW's Rohingya clients, who are survivors of sexual and gender-based violence,
overwhelmingly support the ICJ case and consistently state that justice, including an end to
Tatmadaw impunity, is a fundamental requirement for their return to Myanmar from
Bangladesh.

But these Rohingya genocide survivors, along with the rest of Myanmar’s embattled people
crying out for an end to the crisis that has overwhelmed their country, are being egregiously
failed by the very multilateral institutions responsible for their protection.

The UN Security Council has been neutralised by China and Russia, for whom Myanmar is a
backyard for commerce and arms sales. The current chair of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations, Cambodian dictator Hun Sen, was recently rebuffed by Min Aung Hlaing
when he attempted to resuscitate the regional body’s five-point plan. And the UN secretary-
general’s new special envoy for Myanmar, Noeleen Heyzer, rendered herself hopelessly
compromised recently when she suggested that the junta participate in a power-sharing
agreement with the NUG.

In the face of these abject failures, Myanmar remains a killing field. The Rohingya’s
homeland, Rakhine State, has become a vast prison camp for displaced communities, where
the junta continues to act with brazen impunity. In vast swathes of the rest of Myanmar,
junta forces are undertaking increasingly desperate rampages against vulnerable
communities in ever more futile attempts to bring the country under their control.

Mass murder, summary executions, indiscriminate aerial bombardments and widespread
arson attacks are just some of the industrial-scale human rights violations being perpetrated
by the leaders of Myanmar’s failed coup.
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This brings us back to the ICJ hearing. In 2019, the court unanimously imposed “provisional
measures” to prevent any further genocidal acts by the military and to ensure the
preservation of evidence related to possible acts of genocide.

Two years on, it’s clear these measures have failed, and that as the court has dragged its
bureaucratic feet, the very crimes it is considering have continued in a widespread and
systematic manner.

So we urge the ICJ to move beyond procedural wranglings to the substantive hearing of
genocide against the Rohingya. The Independent Investigative Mechanism on Myanmar, a
massive database of junta crimes, has extensive evidence that would prove decisive in the
case against Myanmar’s military leaders.

Most importantly, the Rohingya people must have their day in court, a cathartic moment of
truth telling and acknowledgment, and an essential milestone on their long road to justice
and accountability.

Even if the court does move to a substantive hearing, a ruling on whether the junta has
committed genocide is likely to take years. And so we also urge UN member states to take
unilateral and collective steps to bring perpetrators of international crimes to justice and
achieve full accountability.

The application of universal jurisdiction, under which perpetrators are pursued in national
courts, is one largely untried route to justice in relation to Myanmar. The ground-breaking
case by the Burmese Rohingya Organisation UK in Argentina and the criminal
prosecutions which MAP will file in the coming weeks are good examples.

There must be more efforts like this to put Myanmar’s generals on notice that they will be
held to account and that their days are numbered. Above all, the people of Myanmar must
know that their courageous struggle for justice is supported by the outside world and that
they are not forgotten.

Chris Gunness is the Director of the Myanmar Accountability Project, where Damian Lilly is
Director of Protection.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/icj-hearing-is-a-chance-to-show-myanmars-
failed-coup-leaders-that-their-days-are-numbered

ULA emphasizes on a better future with Bangladesh on International Mother Language
Day

Monday, February 21, 2022 | Narinjara

The United League of Arakan (ULA) on the occasion of
International Mother language Day on Monday
emphasized on bolstering a better future with
Bangladesh.
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In a media release titled ‘Statement of Solidarity’ the ULA mentioned that it is an occasion
for us too to commemorate the diversity of languages and cultures that the Mother World
has embraced.

Mentioning that 21 February 2022 is the 23rd International Day of Mother Language,
recognized by UNESCO, the ULA/AA has taken the opportunity to congratulate all people of
the world on their mother tongue languages.

Mentionable is that the ULA is a political body of the Arakan Army and remain keen in
improving ties with Bangladesh. It is one of the most active armed groups in Myanmar
(Burma), which is fighting the Union government for their self-determination and
sovereignty.

The ULA statement in the beginning paid tributes to the heroes and language, numerous
martyrs who died fighting for the recognition of Bengali as the official language in their land
during the 1971 Bangladesh War of Independence against the then west Pakistan regime.

Furthermore, the statement added, under the charismatic leadership of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, founding father of Bangladesh, the people of Bangladesh were able to achieve
their priceless and invaluable sovereignty and independence in 1971 which is also the primal
foundation for maintaining the political and cultural identity of a nation.

The ULA statement also mentioned about the historical ties between the Bengalis and the
Arakanese people.

“Our forefathers from the lands of Bengal and Arakan stove to have their respective
civilizations thrive on the Bay of Bengal and on the bank Naff river. They constitute the
natural bond between the people and regions of Bangladesh and Arakan. We deeply regard
that both of our societies are historically and culturally interlinked. The Arakanese
community is a part of the Bengali nation, and in the same way the Bengali community is a
part of our Arakan nation. Since both territories are comprised of our brothers and sisters,
we firmly believe that it is our responsibility to serve both of our people for the best,” said
the statement.

In the concluding paragraph, it expressed pleasure in sending the statement on behalf of
the Rakhine people and wished to further enhance future relations with Bangladesh.

“Sending this statement of solidarity on this day on behalf of the Arakan people is an honour
for us. We profoundly believe that the restitution of Arakan sovereignty to our people is the
ultimate aim of our national liberation movement and the right to our mother tongue
language is also a part of that. We desire to bolster a better future between our nations &
regions in terms of military, economic, culture and diplomatic relations.

It concluded saying, “Good neighbours shall be good friends. May Bangladesh live forever!”

https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/ula-emphasizes-better-future-bangladesh-
international-mother-language-day
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Villagers Flee Fighting In Momauk Township
By Network Media Group | Monday, February 21, 2022

At least three villages have fled after fighting broke out
with the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) after regime
soldiers entered the area they controlled in Momauk
Township, not far from a junta camp taken by Kachin
soldiers on Alaw Bum last March.

Villagers from Wa Wam, Hka Nan and Lon Ja in Bhamo
District took shelter in a church and with their relatives,
fearing that the hour-long clash last week would escalate further. “People are really worried
about the fighting,” a senior citizen told NMG, asking that his name not be published.

According to locals, the regime had information about KIA troops near Wa Wam, close to
Momauk town, and sent 100 battle-ready soldiers to the area, which is about 10 miles from
Myo Thit and Kong Lor, located on Salaung Mountain, adjacent to Alaw Bum.

Locals said some regime fighters perished in the fighting, but NMG couldn’t independently
confirm this information.

After the KIA captured the military’s strategically important hilltop camp on Alaw Bum in
March last year, fighting continued in Myo Thit, Kong Lor and Sihert, with airstrikes on
Kachin soldiers and civilians. However, the junta failed to reassert its position in the area.

The KIA has repeatedly fought against the regime in Kachin and northern Shan states and
has regained control of many areas it lost before the coup a year ago.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/02/21/17866

RCSS Agrees To Resolve Incident With PNLO In Southern Shan State
By SHAN - February 19, 2022
PNLO and RCSS

After an exchange of fire between their
armies, leaders of the Restoration
Council of Shan State (RCSS) and the Pa-O
National Liberation Organisation (PNLO)
have agreed to resolve the incident in

southern Shan State “peacefully”.
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RCSS spokesperson Maj Kham San called it an “engagement” rather than a “clash” and said
both sides were communicating with each other.

He said RCSS and the PNLO’s armed wing, the Pa-O National Liberation Army (PNLA), were
suddenly involved in a 30-minute firefight in the Kadu Gyi (Guang Tu Lung —in shan
language)area of Mawkmai Township when RCSS soldiers were on patrol on 16 February.
After they withdrew, the shooting stopped. The RCSS spokesperson couldn’t say if there
were any fatalities.

According to PNLO vice chair Khun Myint Tun, the RCSS troops arrived unannounced near
Yan Kin Nee village and opened fire on their Pa-0O soldiers standing guard. He said both sides
had signed an agreement in 2017 to resolve all issues peacefully and would do so, adding
that his military leaders were negotiating with the RCSS over the matter. Both ethnic armed
organisations signed the so-called Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement with the former
government and the military.

After splitting from the Shan State Nationalities People’s Liberation Organisation (SSPLO) in
2007, when SSPLO was ordered by the Burma Army to become a border guard force, the
PNLO moved into RCSS-controlled areas along the Thai border.

Wednesday’s ‘engagement’, however, was not the first time the two sides have fought in
the area. The RCSS is also fighting the Shan State Progress Party for areas in southern and
northern Shan State and also against the Ta’ang National Liberation Army in the north.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24702

Villagers Flee Fighting In Hopong Township

By SHAN - February 21, 2022

Northern alliance troop reach to Mong Larng Hopong
township southern shan state

Fighting between armed ethnic groups has forced
more civilians to flee their homes in Burma’s
southern Shan State.

Last Friday, two clashes took place between the
Restoration Council of Shan State and Northern
Alliance groups — the Shan State Progress Party and the Ta’ang National Liberation Army.

The first skirmish took place in the morning in Mong Larng in Hopong Township when the
armed groups engaged in a firefight for an hour, a source from the area told SHAN, without
releasing his name. The second incident occurred at 2pm the same day. "We heard heavy
gunfire and as the fighting intensified, the villagers fled.”

A woman, who also preferred not to give her name, told SHAN that the Mong Larng
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residents were staying at the Wam Yein Buddhist monastery in Panglong Township near
Hopong.

“When we heard the gunfire, we ran away,” she said. “Most of the people displaced from
the village are elderly people who couldn’t carry anything with them when they left the
village.

An anonymous resident from Mong Kung told SHAN that villagers from Nawng Moon have
sought refuge in the town in the township of the same name, which borders the other two
townships.

The armed groups have ignored repeated calls from the Shan community to stop fighting

over areas in southern and northern Shan State and begin peace talks to end the conflict,
which has intensified since the coup.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24705
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