PEACE Info (September 7, 2022)

NUG: We Control Over Half of Myanmar’s Territory
Imprisoned PDF leader dies in Taunggyi following interrogation
Myanmar’s junta has killed nearly 220 prisoners since coup, says watchdog
A leader of the Union of Shanni Sanghas killed in Bamauk
Locals in Paletwa face food shortages and rising commodity prices since the armed
conflict escalated
Junta Gold Selloff Failing to Lower Myanmar’s Price: Traders
Myanmar brings in 300 min USD from rice export in April-August
Junta army officers acting as loansharks to underpaid lower ranks
Myanmar Regime, Russia Sign Nuclear Cooperation ‘Roadmap’
SAC chair meets Russian presidential adviser, discusses promotion of bilateral relations,
economic cooperation
SAC chair and Russian President meet
Putin meets Myanmar junta chief Min Aung Hlaing, hails 'positive' ties
Myanmar’s junta leader heaps praise on Putin at meeting in Russia
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NUG: We Control Over Half of Myanmar’s Territory
By THE IRRAWADDY | 7 September 2022

_‘ af;; Resistance fighters of the Karenni Nationalities
B Defense Force in Kayah State. / Photo- KNDF

Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government (NUG)
has said that its People’s Defense Forces (PDF) and
allied ethnic revolutionary organizations (ERO)) have
effective control of more than half the country after a
year of waging a people’s defensive war against the
military regime.

In a speech on Wednesday marking the one-year anniversary of the declaration of a people’s
defensive war against the junta, the NUG’s acting president Duwa Lashi La said that the regime
has lost control of at least half the country, as the territorial dominance and military capabilities
of PDFs and EROs has significantly strengthened and improved.

The acting president said that the NUG has formed over 300 PDF battalions nationwide, while
other township public defense forces have been formed in 250 townships out of 330 across the
country over the last year.

Public administration and judicial systems of the NUG have been established in 24 townships
which are completely controlled by resistance forces. Education, health, municipal and social
services have also been established by the NUG in the townships, the president said.

“Amid our territorial dominance and as our military capabilities have strengthened, the
operations, territorial control and public administration of our partner EROs have significantly
improved,” said Duwa Lashi La.

He added: “After one year of defensive war, the fascist terrorist military council no longer
control half of the country’s territory.”

On Monday, the Special Advisory Council for Myanmar (SAC-M), an independent group of
prominent former United Nations (UN) human rights experts, said that their analysis has found
that the NUG and resistance organizations have effective control over 52 per cent of
Myanmar’s territory.

SAC-M said also that the Myanmar military can only claim to have stable control over 17 per
cent of the country, as its rule is being actively contested elsewhere.

The group noted also that the regime is unable to govern and is reduced to being an occupying
military force in a diminishing amount of territory.
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Meanwhile, resistance organizations including the NUG, EROs, people’s administrative bodies,
the Civil Disobedience Movement and other civil institutions are administering an increasing
range of government functions and delivering services to millions of people.

“The world needs to wake up to the reality that a new Myanmar is already taking shape,” said
SAC-M member Yanghee Lee, the former UN special rapporteur on human rights in Myanmar.

She added: “The NUG is not a shadow government or government in exile. It is the
representative of the people’s revolution and resistance to military junta, the combined forces
of which control the majority of the country.”

Since the declaration of the defensive war against the junta last September 7, PDFs and EROs
have escalated their attacks targeting junta forces and regime administrations across the
country, including major cities.

Over 20,150 junta soldiers have been killed and another 7,000 wounded, while 1,500 resistance
fighters have died in the clashes, said Duwa Lashi La. An increasing number of regime troops
are also defecting.

Amid daily attacks from PDFs and EROs, the regime has stepped up its atrocities including the
arbitrary torture and killing of civilians, massacres and burning people alive, extrajudicial killings
of resistance detainees, using civilians as human shields, air and artillery strikes on residential
areas, looting and burning houses, and acts of sexual violence.

As of Tuesday, 2,267 people have been killed by the junta and 15,416 people including
democratically-elected government leaders have been arrested or detained since last year’s
coup, said the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

Acting president Duwa Lashi La said that one of the NUG’s most important tasks is to hold the
regime accountable for all the war crimes it has committed.

“The terrorist group must be punished for their crimes. We will definitely deliver truth and
justice,” he said.

He also urged the international community and organizations to provide the necessary
technical, military, financial and humanitarian support to the Myanmar people fighting for their
freedom, democracy and equal rights.

Duwa Lashi La also urged the international community to cut off military and financial support
to the junta.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/nug-we-control-over-half-of-myanmars-
territory.html
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Imprisoned PDF leader dies in Taunggyi following interrogation

A member of the Southern Shan PDF said that the group’s leader had been hospitalised with
multiple injuries

EstherJ | Published on Sep 7, 2022

Aung Zaw Oo, left, in 2014 (Sithu Maung)

Aung Zaw Oo, the imprisoned leader of a People’s
Defence Force (PDF) group based in southern Shan
State, died on Tuesday of injuries inflicted on him

during interrogation, according to a member of his

group.

The 43-year-old resistance leader, who had been
detained at the state’s Taung Lay Lone Prison for
more than a year, was receiving treatment at the Sao San Tun Hospital in Taunggyi at the time
of his death, the PDF member said.

He had reportedly been admitted to the hospital a week ago with broken ribs and other
injuries.

Aung Zaw Oo—also known as Mohammed Hpwar Ruu—was arrested in August of last year and
charged under Myanmar’s Anti-Terrorism Law for his role in leading the Southern Shan PDF. He
was sentenced to seven years in prison in May.

Aung Zaw 00’s body at his funeral (Sithu Maung)

He was accused of forming and funding the group
and another PDF based in Taunggyi in collaboration
with Myanmar’s elected National Unity Government,
which the country’s military regime has designated a
terrorist organisation.

Sithu Maung, an elected parliamentarian and former student leader who was also a friend of
the victim, noted that the only “weapon” found on Aung Zaw Oo at the time of his arrest was a
walkie-talkie.

“I kept in touch with him during the revolution and | was providing him with help. He was a very
charitable person. He was also running a charity group together with a youth network,” said
Sithu Maung.

Like Sithu Maung, Aung Zaw Oo had also been involved in anti-junta activities during a wave of
protests in 2007. He was later arrested and served fours years of a six-year prison sentence in
Lashio, until his release in 2012.
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Aung Zaw Oo was buried on Tuesday in accordance with Islamic tradition, according to Sithu
Maung.

Last month, the military also arrested two other southern Shan State resistance leaders.

Myat Min, of the Taunggyi PDF, and Kyaw Khant, of the Ywangan Urban Guerrilla Force, were
captured during an overnight check at a monastery in Nyaungshwe Township on August 15.

Two days earlier, Ko Lin, the leader of Mandalay’s Kyaukse District PDF, was killed in Ywangan
Township along with another member of his group and an unidentified individual.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/imprisoned-pdf-leader-dies-in-taunggyi-following-
interrogation

Myanmar’s junta has killed nearly 220 prisoners since coup, says watchdog

Many of the victims were tortured to death, according to the director of the UK-based Burma
Human Rights Network

May Yu | Published on Sep 7, 2022

A vigil for the “fallen heroes” of Myanmar’s revolution is
held at the American Embassy in Yangon on October 18,
2021 (US Embassy, Yangon)

More than 200 people have died in regime custody since
last year’s coup, according to the head of a UK-based
human rights watchdog group.

Kyaw Win, the director of the Burma Human Rights
Network (BHRN), said that the group’s records show that
a total of 217 people have been killed during
interrogations over the past year and a half.

Most of the victims were members or supporters of the ousted ruling party, the National
League for Democracy (NLD), or of People’s Defence Force (PDF) groups formed in the wake of
crackdowns on anti-coup protests, he said.

“Some of the PDF members were killed on arrival, while many NLD members were killed after a
period of torture,” he told Myanmar Now.

“The actual numbers could be higher than our list indicates,” he added.

Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government, which also tracks abuses by the junta that
seized power in February of last year, had similar findings, according to its minister for human
rights, Aung Myo Min.
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“More than 200 have been killed after being tortured in interrogation centres. Many of the
victims faced extreme physical, mental and sexual abuse before they died,” he said.

He added that most of the victims were under the age of 35, and that NLD lawmakers were
among those subjected to torture.

One MP who had been arrested during the Saffron Revolution in 2007 said that human rights
violations were routine in military custody.

“l was blindfolded, day and night, for three days and made to sit in a very high chair so that my
feet couldn’t touch the ground. Sometimes they kicked me with their boots. | was also forced to
kneel on pebbles and small, sharp objects,” he said, recalling his own experience.

According to data compiled by BHRN, more than 80 of those killed in custody since the military
takeover died in Sagaing Region, making it the deadliest state or region for political prisoners.

This includes 28 who were killed in the region in July alone, according to the group’s director.

“Some were killed two or three days of their arrest, but most were dead within 24 hours. In
some cases, the bodies of detainees arrested the night before were handed over the next
morning. Some families didn’t even get the bodies back,” said Kyaw Win.

According to a woman involved in efforts to assist civilians displaced by the junta’s ongoing
military operations in Sagaing, many of the victims are not even involved in the conflict.

“Most of the people killed during interrogation were PDF members, but some are just locals
accused of multiple things. Most of them were youths,” she said.

One of the more notorious cases of death in custody occurred a little more than a month after
the regime overthrew Myanmar’s elected NLD government on February 1, 2021.

Just hours after Khin Maung Latt, an NLD-appointed ward administrator from Yangon’s
Pabedan Township, was arrested on March 6, his family received a call from police telling them
to come collect his body.

Sithu Maung, the NLD MP for Pabedan Township, recalled that the police could not explain the
cause of death, even though an autopsy had been performed.

“The military arrested Khin Maung Latt, but the police either wouldn’t disclose what happened
to him, or didn’t know. But there were signs of torture on his body,” he said.

A day later, Zaw Myat Lin, an NLD member who ran a vocational school in Yangon’s
Shwepyithar Township, also died under similar circumstances less than a day after his arrest.

His body was so badly disfigured by his injuries that the junta threatened to take “severe
action” against anyone who suggested he had been tortured.
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Since then, many others have met a similar fate. In the case of those who belonged to urban
guerrilla groups, even the identities of many of the victims could not be confirmed, said Sithu
Maung.

“We don’t even know the names of some of the victims, as we only know the aliases they
adopted when they joined the revolution. We don’t know who their families are or where they
live. This is occurring more frequently recently,” he said.

On Tuesday, the leader of a PDF group based in southern Shan State became the latest regime
opponent to die of injuries inflicted during interrogation.

According to the latest figures released by the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners,
more than 12,000 people arrested for anti-regime activities remain behind bars in Myanmar.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmars-junta-has-killed-nearly-220-prisoners-
since-coup-says-watchdog

A leader of the Union of Shanni Sanghas killed in Bamauk
PUBLISHED 8 SEPTEMBER 2022 | EMG

U Gandhama, a leader of the Union of Shanni Sanghas, was
killed after being arrested by the KIA and PDF on September 4
in Naung Pa Village, Bamauk Township, Katha District in
Sagaing Region, according to locals.

According to locals, KIA and PDF members came to stay at
Naungpat Monastery on August 31, 2022. On the evening of
September 4, the KIA and PDF members arrived when U
Gandhama made the novices to gather in the monastery and
they said their leader had asked them to call the monk and
took away the monk. They also asked a set of clothes from a home in the village. The KIA and
PDF column retreated to Nansa village and the villagers heard a gunshot. When the villagers did
not find U Gandhama, who was arrested by the KIA and PDF staying in Nansa village, they
informed the Presiding Sayadaw of Nungpa village. The villagers said when they found a soil
dump near the road leading to Nansa village, the villagers excavated it and found the body of U
Gandhama on September 6.

Locals said, “The monk was arrested by the KIA and PDF based in Moulin Village, Pinlebu
Township. We are sure that the monk was killed because the monk's laymen have personally
excavated it. | don't know why he was killed. Most assumed that the monk teaches Shanni
literature and history. The KIA and PDF groups have taken over Shanni Nationalities Army (SNA)
frontline camps since mid-August. There are many casualties. We saw a lot of patients. While
holding a grudge against the SNA, we believed that they assassinated the monk who was
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teaching the SNA. It is known that his school is in Sinbo area in Myitkyina Township. It's a pity
that he has such a foresight.”

It is reported that U Gandhama is also the secretary in charge of the fundraising team of the
Union of Shanni Sanghas of Myanmar.

On his social networking page, U Gandhama wrote he does not accept the political change of
2021 and told to improve literature, culture and national morale of Shanni ethnic groups.

In Bamauk Township, fierce fighting between the KIA and PDF joint forces and the SNA took
place since mid-August last year.

There were many casualties from both sides. Literary and cultural group leaders and monks
from nearby village, where the battle took place, were arrested and released on August 24.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/a-leader-of-the-union-of-shanni-sanghas-killed-in-bamauk

Locals in Paletwa face food shortages and rising commodity prices since the armed conflict
escalated

PUBLISHED 7 SEPTEMBER 2022 | EMG

Paletwa Township is facing food shortages and rising
commodity prices due to the cut off of transportation
routes after the armed conflict escalated, announced the
United Nations World Food Program (WFP) on September
6.

The statement said that after repeated efforts since early
e August, the WFP was able to deliver emergency food aid
to Paletwa Township despite the deteriorating security situation.

People living in Paletwa Township are facing food shortages and rising commodity prices due to
the cut off of transportation routes since the armed conflict escalated, WFP said.

The WFP was able to deliver 150 metric tons of food to Paletwa Township and plans to deliver
more in the coming days.

It is stated that discussions and adjustments are being made in order to start distributing the
relief and nutritional supplies to the 9,000 displaced people and people affected by the conflict
in Palatwa Township.

The WFP is also providing life-saving assistance to displaced people and other affected people
in other parts of Myanmar as it becomes available, it said.
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The WFP is calling for more assistance to those in need in Myanmar, especially conflict-affected
areas and displaced people.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/locals-in-paletwa-face-food-shortages-and-rising-
commodity-prices-since-the-armed-conflict

Junta Gold Selloff Failing to Lower Myanmar’s Price: Traders
By THE IRRAWADDY | 7 September 2022

Myanmar regime’s sale of gold coins is not bringing down the gold price as they are being sold
too near the market rate, according to dealers.

On Monday the junta started selling gold coins at a gems emporium in Naypyitaw for 2.95
million kyats per tical (16 grams) while the market price is around 3 million kyats.

On Tuesday, the market price reached 3.15 million kyats and was around 3.12 million kyats on
Wednesday.

A trader said: “If they sell at a price lower than the market rate, traders would buy and sell their
gold at a lower rate. But as they are selling near the market price, gold prices have gone up. The
policy is not working.”

The gold price has risen as citizens have bought gold as the kyat slumped because since the
military coup in February 2021. In January 2021 the gold price was slightly over 1.3 million kyats
per tical and the exchange rate was around 1,300 kyats per dollar.

The regime announced last week that it would sell gold coins to the public to bring down rising
prices.

The regime is selling one tical coin per person. Buyers have to present their ID cards. The
regime did not say how many gold coins were being sold.

Gold coins on sale in Naypyitaw.

Junta spokesman Major General Zaw Min Tun told
the media that the coins would be sold at
international prices and that they were not from
the country’s gold reserve. He said the regime
would sell enough gold to affect the domestic

market.

The gold price quoted by the Yangon Region Gold Entrepreneurs Association on Wednesday
was 1.98 million kyats per tical at the official exchange rate of 2,100 kyats per dollar. The
market exchange rate is around 3,600 kyats.
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The international gold price is approximately USS1,695 per ounce (28 grams).

The coins show independence hero General Aung San, the father of jailed State Counselor Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi, minted in 2018 under her National League for Democracy government.

Gold coins are only being sold in Naypyitaw with no dates announced for sales in Yangon and
Mandalay.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/junta-gold-selloff-failing-to-lower-myanmars-price-
traders.html

Myanmar brings in 300 min USD from rice export in April-August
Source: Xinhua| 2022-09-07 | Editor: huaxia

YANGON, Sept. 7 (Xinhua) -- Myanmar earned an estimate 302 million U.S. dollars from its
exportation of 889,991 metric tons of rice and broken rice to foreign trade partners within the
first five months of this financial year 2022-2023, the state-run the Global New Light of
Myanmar reported on Wednesday.

The media quoted the Myanmar Rice Federation (MRF) as saying that over 731,590 metric tons
of rice were shipped to external markets via sea routes by approximately 44 exporter
companies, whereas over 158,400 metric tons were delivered to neighboring countries through
border posts.

Through maritime trade, the Southeast Asian country exported rice and broken rice to regional
countries, countries in Africa and European Union member countries, and also transported
through cross-border posts to neighboring countries, including China and Thailand, the media
stated.

According to the MRF, the country has shipped more than 1.4 million tons of rice and broken
rice to foreign trade partners between Oct. 1 and March 31 in the past mini-budget period
(2021-2022) and bagged 700 million dollars from 2 million tons of rice exports to foreign
countries in the past financial year 2020-2021.

Myanmar's current financial year started on April 1 this year after the country changed its
financial year cycle from the original October-September to April-March starting in 2022.

https://english.news.cn/asiapacific/20220907/d89b7fc8363e450ca76040182c7300e1/c.html
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Junta army officers acting as loansharks to underpaid lower ranks

By Mizzima | 07 September 2022

A soldier stands guard as security forces search for
protesters, in Yangon on May 7. Photo: AFP

According to the Human Rights Foundation of Monland
(HURFOM) the families of lower rank soldiers, such as
privates based in the Mon State capital of Mawlamyine,
are being exploited by higher ranking officers.

“ The military families who have spoken to HURFOM
explained that the salaries of private soldiers are not sufficient to cover the rising costs of
commodities. The only way they can survive is by borrowing money.

So, more senior military officers are lending money to the lower ranks at very high rates of
interest, leading to the lower ranks being caught in a cycle of never-ending debt. According to
the families, this is the main way senior officers are exploiting their men.

The wife of a private soldier said to HURFOM: “My husband is on the front lines and my family
lives in the battalion [base]. His salary isn’t enough for us, so we have to borrow money from
captains. Then we are in debt... It keeps going round in circles.”

Though the military gave additional financial support of 30,000 kyats to every soldier and
policeman this appears to be insufficient and leaves them still having to borrow money.

“Most families are in debt. They rely on the salary of their husband for basic goods, which are
costing more and more. Then, they have to borrow more money. Some families now have to
use all of their husband’s salary just to pay interest and then they have to borrow money to buy
food”, said the private’s wife.

The situation has been compounded because military commanders have forbidden soldiers’
spouses from doing any work outside the battalion bases. According to HUMFROM, some
soldiers have turned to supplementing their incomes by looting valuables belonging to villagers
and then burning their houses down.

The Human Rights Foundation of Monland is a local human rights organization which aims for
the restoration of democracy, human rights & genuine peace in Myanmar.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/junta-army-officers-acting-loansharks-underpaid-lower-
ranks
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Myanmar Regime, Russia Sign Nuclear Cooperation ‘Roadmap’
By THE IRRAWADDY | 7 September 2022

The Myanmar military regime and Russian state-owned nuclear corporation Rosatom have
signed a roadmap for further atomic energy cooperation including the possible implementation
of a modular reactor project in Myanmar.

The agreement was signed on Tuesday on the sidelines of the Eastern Economic Forum (EEF-
2022) in Vladivostok, Russia, where regime chief Min Aung Hlaing has been since Sunday to
attend the forum.

Rosatom said the document was signed by Rosatom director general Alexey Likhachev, and the
regime’s Science and Technology Minsiter Myo Thein Kyaw and Electric Power Minister Thaung
Han in the presence of Min Aung Hlaing.

The Russian atomic energy agency said the roadmap would guide cooperation in the field of
“peaceful use of atomic energy” for 2022-23.

“In particular the document provides for the expanding of bilateral legal framework, possibility
of implementing a small modular reactors project in Myanmar, as well as personnel training
and work related to the improvement of public acceptance of nuclear energy in Myanmar,” it
said.

The regime’s mouthpiece newspapers on Wednesday said the countries would cooperate on
the peaceful use of nuclear energy for socioeconomic development; conducting scientific
activities and research; manufacturing of pharmaceuticals; and industrial and other

sectors including electricity generation.

Tuesday’s agreement follows up on an MoU signed by Rosatom and the junta’s Science and
Technology Minister Myo Thein Kyaw in Min Aung Hling’s presence during his previous trip to
Russia in July “to lay a solid foundation for the development of further cooperation on practical
projects”.

The Min Aung Hlaing regime’s further pursuit of a nuclear deal with Russia comes at a time
when Myanmar is in social and political disarray due to his military coup against the country’s
democratically elected National League for Democracy government led by now detained
popular leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. Since the takeover, the junta has faced popular armed
resistance against its rule and killed more than 2,000 people.

Myanmar’s long nuclear dream
Successive Myanmar military regimes have chased the nuclear dream.

In 1999 the Southeast Asian country began negotiations with Russia on a nuclear reactor
project, and in January 2002 the then military regime confirmed plans to build a nuclear

Page 13 of 69


https://rosatom.ru/en/press-centre/news/rosatom-signed-the-roadmap-on-cooperation-with-the-ministry-of-science-and-technology-and-the-minist/

research reactor for “peaceful purposes.” The deputy foreign minister at that time, Khin Maung
Win, declared that Myanmar’s “interest in nuclear energy for peaceful purpose is
longstanding.”

In 2007, Russia agreed to construct a nuclear research center in Myanmar that would comprise
a 10 MWt (megawatts thermal) light water reactor working on 20 percent-enriched U-235, an
activation analysis laboratory, a medical isotope production laboratory, silicon doping system,
nuclear waste treatment and burial facilities, according to World Nuclear News.

In June 2015, Russia and Myanmar signed a preliminary agreement to cooperate on the
peaceful uses of nuclear energy.

Separately, North Korea was suspected of working with the then Myanmar military regime on a
nuclear program amid its renewed ties with the regime in the early 2000s. One of the regime’s
top officials, General Shwe Mann, made a clandestine visit to Pyongyang’s military facilities and
missile factories in 2008.

Among the sites they visited were secret tunnel complexes built into the sides of mountains to
store and shield jet aircraft, missiles, tanks and, possibly, nuclear and chemical weapons.

However, no further news has emerged about a deal with the hermit kingdom since then.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-russia-sign-nuclear-cooperation-
roadmap.html

SAC chair meets Russian presidential adviser, discusses promotion of bilateral relations,
economic cooperation

PUBLISHED 7 SEPTEMBER 2022

Chairman of the State Administration Council Prime
Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, currently in
the Russian Federation, held a meeting with Adviser to
the Russian President and Executive Secretary of the
Eastern Economic Forum Organizing Committee Mr.
Anton Kobyakov on the FEFU Campus in Vladivostok of
Russia on the evening of September 6.

Both sides discussed the invitation to the 7th Eastern
Economic Forum-2022, the building of good relations between Russia and Myanmar and the
two militaries as the 75th anniversary of the diplomatic relations between the two countries
comes next year and the building of good relations in the civil area and promotion of economic
cooperation similar to successful cooperation in military technology.
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They also discussed plans to unveil new cooperation sectors between the two brotherly
countries, arrangements to launch direct flights to enhance the tourism industry and promote
the trade sector, and further strengthening of the friendly ties between the governments and
the peoples of both countries and multi-sectorial cooperation.

After the meeting, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing and Mr. Anton Kobyakov exchanged gifts.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-chair-meets-russian-presidential-adviser-discusses-
promotion-of-bilateral-relations

SAC chair and Russian President meet

PUBLISHED 7 SEPTEMBER 2022

Chairman of the State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing,
who is attending the 7th Eastern Economic
Forum-2022, held talks with President of the
Russian Federation Vladimir Putin today, Russian
media have reported.

A high-level delegation led by Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing arrived in Russia on September 4,
and he visited Makarov Pacific Higher Naval
School in Vladistok, the Pacific Fleet Headquarters and the Commercial Port of Vladistok on
September 5.

On September 6 also, the SAC chairman met the Chief Executive Officer of Rosatom State
Corporation owned by Russia, discussed chances for seeking benefits from nuclear energy and
oversaw the signing of a memorandum of understanding on future tasks.

On the same day, he met the Russian presidential adviser and discussed plans to unveil new
cooperation sectors between the two brotherly countries, arrangements to launch direct flights
to enhance the tourism industry and promote the trade sector, and further strengthening of
the friendly ties between the governments and the peoples of both countries and multi-
sectorial cooperation.

Myanmar has not released any news about the Senior General’s meeting with the Russian
President.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-chair-and-russian-president-meet

Page 15 of 69


https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-chair-meets-russian-presidential-adviser-discusses-promotion-of-bilateral-relations
https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-chair-meets-russian-presidential-adviser-discusses-promotion-of-bilateral-relations
https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-chair-and-russian-president-meet

Putin meets Myanmar junta chief Min Aung Hlaing, hails 'positive' ties
By AFP |

Russian President Vladimir Putin hailed "positive" ties with Myanmar on Wednesday as he met
with the country's junta chief Min Aung Hlaing in Russia's far eastern city of Vladivostok.

"Myanmar is our long-standing and reliable partner in Southeast Asia...Our relations are
developing in a positive way," Putin said during the meeting on the sidelines of the Eastern
Economic Forum.

Min Aung Hlaing's visit comes as both governments face diplomatic isolation -- Moscow for its
February military intervention in pro-Western Ukraine, and Naypyidaw for a military coup last
year.

As Moscow's ties with the West unravel over Ukraine, the Kremlin is seeking to pivot the
country towards the Middle East, Asia, and Africa.

"I'am very proud of you, because when you came to power in the country, Russia, so to say,
became number one in the world," Min Aung Hlaing told Putin, as quoted by a Kremlin
statement that translated his remarks into Russian.

"We would call you not just the leader of Russia but a leader of the world because you control
and organise stability around the whole world," he said.

The two leaders "friendly and openly" discussed cooperation and "exchanged views on
relations and the international situation", the Myanmar junta said in a statement.

Since the putsch that ousted Aung San Suu Kyi's civilian government in February last year,
Myanmar has faced Western sanctions and a downgrade in relations.

Myanmar has been in chaos and its economy paralysed as the military regime struggles to crush
resistance.

Russia and its ally China have been accused of arming Myanmar's junta with weapons used to
attack civilians since the coup.

More than 2,200 people have been killed in the crackdown, according to a local monitor.

During a trip to Naypyidaw in early August, Russia's foreign minister Sergei Lavrov backed the
junta's efforts to "stabilise" the country and hold a national poll next year.

But US Secretary of State Antony Blinken warned the international community to reject the

1 n

junta's "sham elections".

https://www.mizzima.com/article/putin-meets-myanmar-junta-chief-min-aung-hlaing-hails-
positive-ties
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Myanmar’s junta leader heaps praise on Putin at meeting in Russia

Reviled in the West, the two leaders find common cause during Min Aung Hlaing’s third post-
coup visit to Russia.

By Soe San Aung for RFA Burmese and news agencies | 2022.09.07

Rl Myanmar junta leader Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing
Yl (left) meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin
in Vladivostok on Sept. 7. Myanmar's Ministry of
Information

Myanmar junta leader Senior Gen. Min Aung
Hlaing lauded Russian President Vladimir Putin as
a world leader bringing international stability as
they held their first face-to-face meeting
Wednesday in the eastern Russian city of

Vladivostok, state media reported.

Min Aung Hlaing also claimed in an interview that the deepening crisis in his own country is
under control. He is making his third trip to Russia since he seized power in a February 2021
coup. Moscow is one of the junta's few allies as it has faced international isolation since the
military takeover in Myanmar - not unlike Russia's own diplomatic isolation since the
invasion of Ukraine six months ago.

According to Russia's Tass news agency, the junta chief recalled that Russia was "going
through difficult times" almost 30 years ago -- an apparent reference to the fall of the Soviet
Union.

"With your help, the country is developing intensively," Min Aung Hlaing was quoted as
saying during Wednesday’s meeting on the sidelines of the Far Eastern Economic Forum.
"One can say that when you started to rule the country, Russia moved to a leadership
position globally."

"And we would describe you not just as the leader of Russia, but also as a leader of the
world, because you are controlling and organizing stability all over the world," he added.

Myanmar’s Defense Service Information department said the two leaders discussed bilateral
cooperation and international issues.

In an interview with Russian state-controlled news agency RIA Novosti, Min Aung Hlaing said
Myanmar has started buying Russian oil products.
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"Supplies of oil products from Russia to Myanmar are already being successfully carried out.
In a few days we will receive the first supply of diesel fuel from Russia," he said, hinting that
Myanmar may shift from its policy of paying for imports in U.S. dollars.

“Whatever currency the Russian side accepts we will pay in that. This greatly simplifies our
task, because there are many restrictions on receiving and transferring other currencies. If
this issue is resolved, paying in rubles is good,” RIA quoted him as saying.

Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing holds his first face-to-face
talks with Russia's President Vladimir Putin in the
Russian city of Vladivostok on Sept. 7. CREDIT:
Myanmar's Ministry of Information

Strange bedfellows

Myanmar's military rulers have become increasingly
close to Moscow following the Feb. 1, 2021 coup.
Both the junta and Russia have been targeted by Western sanctions that have squeezed their
economies. Both are now widely viewed as pariah states.

Putin told an audience at the Far Eastern Economic Forum on Wednesday that Asia was
rising to fill a gap left by the West.

"I am speaking of the West's sanctions fever, with its brazen, aggressive attempt to impose
models of behavior on other countries, to deprive them of their sovereignty and subordinate
them to their will," Putin said in a speech quoted by Reuters.

"In an attempt to resist the course of history, Western countries are undermining the key
pillars of the world economic system built over centuries."

Moscow has continued supplying Myanmar with weapons and helicopters as junta forces
continue to face heavy resistance to military rule across the country.

Min Aung Hlaing told RIA that the military will do all in its power to hold elections next year
as planned.

The vote has been slated for August, although criminalization of the military's political
opponents has raised grave doubts about whether it will be a free and fair contest.

"We promised that we would hold elections in the near future, and we are trying with all our
might to fulfill this," Min Aung Hlaing said, according to a Russian translation cited by
Reuters.

"In addition, elections must be held without external pressure, otherwise they will not be
fair and transparent. And we will carry out our own elections without external pressure."
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According to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (Burma) 2,269 people have
been killed by the junta across Myanmar in the 19 months since last year’s coup. The regime
is embroiled in a multi-pronged offensive against anti-junta paramilitary groups and ethnic
armies throughout the nation, with reports of rampant rights violations carried out by troops
on the civilian population.

A meeting of 'outcasts'

Speaking to RFA Burmese, political observer Than Soe Naing called the meeting a "huge
opportunity"” for Min Aung Hlaing.

"We heard him calling Putin a leader, with his palms clutched respectfully, when he was
given the opportunity to see Putin," he said.

"For him, it was a huge opportunity to meet the top leader of Russia. | heard that he took
advantage of that meeting. We heard he expressed his desire to meet with Putin separately
[outside of a global forum]. We will have to see how Putin responds."

Than Soe Naing noted that the meeting between the two was not an official one at state
level, so there is likely to be "no significant outcome."

Another political observer, Sai Kyi Zin Soe, called the meeting "one of [global] outcasts."

"Both countries are currently facing a difficult situation. Russia is currently facing a lot of
international pressure. Myanmar is in the same boat," he said.

"We can see that the two, who have been shunned [by the international community], were
trying to strengthen their friendship and encourage one another."

Min Aung Hlaing and his team have been in Russia since Monday to attend the 7th Far
Eastern Economic Forum held at the Far Eastern Federal University in Vladivostok. Central
Bank Chairwoman Than Than Swe, ministers and deputies from the ministries of foreign
affairs, economy, health and information accompanied the junta chief.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane.

This story has been updated to add comments from Russian state media, details of Min Aung
Hlaing's interview, reactions by political analysts, and a description of troop abuses against
the country's civilian population.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/myanmar-junta-leader-putin-
09072022054527.html
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