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5,000 IDPs in Karenni State's Hpruso Township face food shortages
Myanmar Envoy Summoned Over Regime Airstrikes Along Bangladesh Border
Military launches multiple airstrikes near Myanmar-Bangladesh border
Man shot dead at junta checkpoint in Rakhine State capital
KIA Leads Attacks on Myanmar Junta Forces in Shan State
Feeble Myanmar Currency and Junta Restrictions Hammer Border Trade
Inequality, Discord and Insecurity in Myanmar’s ‘Sacrifice Zone’
Rare Earth Mining Poisons Eastern Kachin State
As country burns, it’s back to business as usual for Myanmar’s military elite
UN Envoy Warns of ‘Multidimensional Catastrophe’ in Myanmar, Urges Global Action
SAC chairman leaves for Russia to attend the 7th EEF-2020
Beyond the Headlines: Min Aung Hlaing returns to Russia, UN envoy sees no room for
talks, and drug prices climb
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5,000 IDPs in Karenni State's Hpruso Township face food shortages
By Mizzima |

About 5,000 internally displaced people (IDPs) in Karenni State’s west Hpruso Township have
been facing food shortages for two months and are now in need of emergency food, according
to people helping them.

People fleeing increasingly intense fighting have been arriving in Hpruso Township since the
beginning of 2022 according to Hpruso residents and donors helping the IDPs.

The person from the IDP Assistance Committee in charge of distributing food to the IDPs in
western Hpruso told Mizzima that the IDPs there are currently facing food shortages due to
rising prices and difficulties in distributing food.

They said: “For about two months we have been unable to distribute food to the IDPs. Now we
are facing many difficulties. Internet connections are bad, the price of goods has gone up and
even doubled. Food distribution is also very challenging because transporting goods by road
during the conflict is extremely challenging.”

He added: ““We mainly need commodities such as rice, oil, salt and medicines.”

Since the coup there has been frequent fighting between local defence forces and junta troops
in Karenni State, and daily clashes are still happening.

Currently, there are about 300,000 IDPs in Karenni state, according to Karenni IDP assistance
organisations.

https://mizzima.com/article/5000-idps-karenni-states-hpruso-township-face-food-shortages

Myanmar Envoy Summoned Over Regime Airstrikes Along Bangladesh Border
By MUKTADIR RASHID | 5 September 2022

Bangladesh’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs has summoned Myanmar’s ambassador to the country
three times in the last two weeks to express Bangladesh’s deep concern at air and artillery
strikes landing inside Bangladeshi territory and violations of the country’s air space.

Last week, the Myanmar military launched airstrikes after the ethnic Rakhine armed
organization the Arakan Army (AA) seized a police outpost on the Myanmar-Bangladesh border
in Maungdaw Township in northern Rakhine State. At least two rockets fired by regime aircraft
landed inside Bangladesh.

After Myanmar’s ambassador to Bangladesh, U Aung Kyaw Moe, was summoned for the third
time on Sunday, Bangladesh’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs said in a press release: “During the
meeting, the ambassador was also told that such activities are of grave threat to the safety and
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security of peace-loving people, a violation of the border agreement between Bangladesh and
Myanmar and contrary to the relationship of good neighbors”.

On Saturday morning, Myanmar military aircraft fired at least two rockets into a hilly area at
Tamru in the Ghumdhum area of Naikhyangchhari Upazila in the Chattogram hill district of
Bandarban, some six kilometres from Rohingya refugee camps in Cox’s Bazar, according to
Bandarban police and civil administration officials.

There was no record of Myanmar’s violation of Bangladeshi airspace on Saturday, while
Bandarban district police superintendent Tarikul Islam said no causalities were reported.
However, at least two Myanmar fighter jets and two military helicopters were operating on
Saturday along the frontier between Myanmar and Bangladesh around border posts 40 and 41.

The jets fired about eight rockets while the choppers fired over 30, said Bandarban police
officials.

Two of the rockets exploded some 120 metres inside Bangladesh territory, the Bandarban
police chief said.

On Monday morning, Ghumdhum Union Council chairman Jahangir Aziz told The Irrawaddy that
the situation has been normal since Sunday morning.

Myanmar’s ambassador to Bangladesh was previously summoned to the foreign ministry in the
capital Dhaka on August 21 and August 28, and was given letters of protest conveying
Bangladesh’s grave concerns over air and artillery strikes landing in Bangladesh territory.

Bangladesh’s embassy in Yangon has also stressed their concern over the incidents with
Myanmar’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, stated Bangladesh’s foreign ministry.

Myanmar’s embassy in Dhaka has yet to respond to a request for a comment from The
Irrawaddy.

Retired Lieutenant General Mahfuzur Rahman, a former principal staff officer of the Bangladesh
armed forces, has been observing the situation along the Myanmar-Bangladesh border for
many years. He told The Irrawaddy that the failure of the repeated summons of Myanmar’s
ambassador to halt the air and artillery strikes indicated that Myanmar’s military regime
doesn’t care about the violations of Bangladesh’s territory and air space.

Lt-Gen. Mahfuzur Rahman described the air and artillery strikes as “calculated provocation”,
with Myanmar’s military regime very much aware that there is no political will in Bangladesh
for a military response to the crisis.

Altaf Parvej, a Bangladesh-based South Asian researcher, told The Irrawaddy that Myanmar has
asked Bangladesh not to shelter any AA fighters on its territory, whether formally or informally.
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Although there is no evidence that Bangladesh is harboring AA fighters, the porous nature of
the Myanmar-Bangladesh border means that it is possible that AA fighters have trespassed into
Bangladesh.

Since Saturday’s incident, Bangladesh’s foreign minister AK Abdul Momen said that no matter
how much Myanmar continues its provocation, Bangladesh will not allow anyone to cross the
border.

He added that Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) has been put on alert so that no one from
Myanmar can enter.

At the end of August, Bangladesh’s home minister Asaduzzaman Khan told the Dhaka-based
New Age newspaper that the Myanmar military often carries out operations to chase rebels
into Bangladesh and that there was no major impact from such incidents. He added that the
official position of the Bangladesh government is not to harbour insurgents from neighboring
countries.

On August 24, BGB director general Major General Shakil Ahmed visited the border to inspect
operations, training and administrative activities of BGB personnel in the Teknaf and Hnila areas
of Cox’s Bazar.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-envoy-summoned-over-regime-airstrikes-
along-bangladesh-border.html

Military launches multiple airstrikes near Myanmar-Bangladesh border

The intensifying conflict has put Bangladeshi border authorities on high alert amid repeated
violations of the country’s airspace

Nan Oo Nway | Published on Sep 5, 2022

Myanmar border guard force troops patrol the Myanmar-
Bangladesh border in 2017 (EPA)

Myanmar’s military carried out a sustained air assault
against the Arakan Army (AA) in northern Rakhine State’s
Maungdaw Township over the weekend, according to
local sources.

Residents of the area near Milestone 40 on the
Myanmar-Bangladesh border said the attacks began at around 9am on Saturday and continued
through the day.

Last Wednesday, the AA seized control of a base near Milestone 40, killing 19 junta troops and
capturing one who was injured in the raid, the group said in a statement released at the time.
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“They started firing from helicopters this morning. They came two at a time. The first two came
and left, then another pair arrived. They’ve been firing non-stop,” a local told Myanmar Now on
Saturday evening.

The area under attack extended from Milestone 37, which is near the villages of Thinbaw Hla
and Mee Taik, and Milestone 40, which is located near the Waila hills, the local said.

“The fighting is very serious. We’ve been hearing heavy artillery going off all day,” he added.

Regime soldiers killed by AA forces are laid out
after a raid on the Milestone 40 base in
Maungdaw Township on August 31 (AA Info
Desk)

According to a resident of Buthidaung, where
military command no. 15 is based, a fighter jet
was also involved in the aerial assault.

e i “« .
1) 2881 B70500 (20) qBes qof|E 0oBeon 40508 §EaRE (g0) i 00 : | saw a jet leave here and head towards
northern Maungdaw at around 5pm,” he said.

6:5008:986200 0860EB8003§,083e000E gp:

On Friday, state-controlled media reported that the military was seeking to regain control of
the base after it fell to the AA two days earlier.

Bangladeshi news outlets have also been reporting on the conflict, which has put border
authorities in the neighbouring country on high alert.

One outlet, Cox News, said that the airstrikes could also be seen from the Bangladeshi side of
the border.

It also stated that Lt-Col Fayzur Rahman of Border Guard Bangladesh had deployed troops to
the area amid reports that Myanmar’s military was violating Bangladeshi airspace to carry out
attacks on the AA.

Bangladesh’s Foreign Ministry also summoned Myanmar ambassador Aung Kyaw Moe on
Sunday, for the third time since last week, to protest the aerial incursions and the landing of
shells in Bangladeshi territory, according Turkey’s Andalou news agency.

The AA said that it carried out the attack on the Milestone 40 base to avenge the killing of at
least three civilians, including a four-year-old child, in the village of Kin Seik in Mrauk-U
Township on August 28.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/military-launches-multiple-airstrikes-near-myanmar-
bangladesh-border
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Man shot dead at junta checkpoint in Rakhine State capital

The murder of a Rohingya man by junta officers during a roadside stop is evidence of
continued military impunity in the region, locals say

Nan Oo Nway | Published on Sep 5, 2022
The body of Zawmeir Huson (Supplied)

One man was killed and another arrested at a military
checkpoint while travelling by motorcycle to Sittwe,
Rakhine State, on Sunday morning, according to local
sources.

Twenty-year-old Zawmeir Huson and another man were
on their way to the state capital from their home village
of Dar Paing when they were stopped and questioned by a member of the Police Battalion No.
36 in Bu Mei ward at around 7am.

Citing eyewitness accounts, two locals from Bu Mei told Myanmar Now that the junta officer on
duty stopped the men, asked to see their Covid-19 clearance documents, and later shot
Zawmeir Huson, the driver.

“We only heard that a young man was shot dead,” one of the ward residents said.

The other Bu Mei local explained that the men were ethnic Rohingya, and while they tried to
comply with the police check, they had difficulty communicating in either the Burmese or
Rakhine languages which were spoken by the officer on duty.

“He couldn’t properly answer the police officer’s questions,” the local said. “The police officer
threatened him by putting his gun in his mouth. He was later killed when the officer shot him in
the neck while he was calling home to say that he had been detained.”

Myanmar Now has been unable to contact Zawmeir Huson’s family or to verify the locals’
accounts of the incident, but learned that the deceased’s body was sent to Sittwe hospital.

The identity of the other man travelling with Zawmeir Huson could not be confirmed, but he
was believed to be in junta custody at the time of reporting.

Rakhine State-based media outlet DMG reported that a 20-year-old police private shot Zawmeir
Huson with a BA-94 submachine gun.

Photos of the scene shared on social media show the young man lying dead on the ground with
a bullet wound to the left side of his neck.

“We don’t have any security at all. They are just killing and shooting at us as they please. It feels
as if there is no one to protect us,” another Rohingya youth from the area told Myanmar Now.
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Locals have reported multiple recent casualties caused by the military in Rakhine State,
particularly as clashes with the Arakan Army escalate in the northern townships. In late August,
a woman and child were killed and 10 more civilians injured during heavy shelling by junta
forces near Mrauk-U, and another woman was killed in Maungdaw, also by a Myanmar army
artillery explosion.

The military has not released any information on its actions in the region.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/man-shot-dead-at-junta-checkpoint-in-rakhine-state-
capital

KIA Leads Attacks on Myanmar Junta Forces in Shan State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 5 September 2022

Clashes broke out in northern Shan and Kayah states as the Kachin Independence Army (KIA)
and the ethnic Karenni resistance groups continued to attack Myanmar’s regime forces on
Sunday.

On Sunday, the KIA and other resistance troops raided Infantry Battalion 130 in Mantong
Township, according to the Kachin media and residents.

In 30 minutes of fighting both sides used heavy explosives, a resident told The Irrawaddy.
The casualties from both sides are unknown, he added.

After the clash, the regime used heavy weapons and deployed more troops around villages near
Mantong town, the 74 media group reported.

It said the regime has tightened security at the town’s entrances.

The KIA is coordinating attacks with other resistance groups in Kachin State, northern Shan
State and northern Sagaing Region.

On Sunday morning, the Karenni Army (KA), the armed wing of the Karenni National Progressive
Party, and the Karenni Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF) raided troops stationed near Ngwe
Taung Ywar Thit village in Demoso Township, Kayah State.

In four hours of fighting, a regime soldier was killed and many others wounded, according to
the KNDF. Resistance fighters retreated without any casualties, the group said.

A rifle and ammunition were seized by the resistance fighters, the KNDF said.

In the afternoon, KA and KNDF troops attacked regime forces near villages in Hpruso Township
in the state.
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The junta casualties are unknown with regime forces using large numbers of shells. Regime
forces have been conducting operations against the Karenni resistance along the Demoso-
Hpruso highway.

An estimated 1,499 regime soldiers and 151 resistance fighters have been killed in 454 clashes
in Kayah State between May last year and August 31.

Myanmar’s junta faces near-daily attacks from resistance groups and ethnic armed
organizations across the country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/kia-leads-attacks-on-myanmar-junta-forces-in-shan-
state.html

Feeble Myanmar Currency and Junta Restrictions Hammer Border Trade
By THE IRRAWADDY | 5 September 2022

Myanmar’s border trade has ceased as the kyat continues to slump against the Chinese yuan
and Thai baht, border traders have told The Irrawaddy.

The kyat fell heavily in August with exchange rates reaching 4,500 kyats per US dollar, over 90
kyats per baht and nearly 500 kyats per yuan.

Meanwhile, exports have declined as the regime’s new restrictions, including restrictions on
export licenses, have hammered trade. Merchants have been instructed to use US dollars in
border trade. And they are required to deposit their yet-to-arrive revenue in banks before they
make shipments.

A merchant from Myawaddy, a major border town with Thailand in Karen State, said: “Before
we transport cargo we have to bank our revenues with the government. So no one wants to
export.”

The regime’s trade policies have meant major exports to Thailand — corn, sesame, beans and
pulses — declined, increasing the trade deficit and the cost of imports.

Exports via Myawaddy from April to the end of August totaled US$363 million, while the
imports exceeded $553 million. Exports have declined year on year by around $100 million,
according to the junta-controlled Ministry of Commerce.

“There have never been such restrictions on exports. All the previous governments supported
exports. Restrictions like this were never imposed before,” said the Myawaddy merchant.

Meanwhile, traders with China are waiting because of the weak exchange rate, traders in Muse,
Shan State’s major border trade hub with China, told The Irrawaddy.
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A rice merchant from Muse said: “It is quite difficult to quote prices because the exchange rate
is volatile. A buyer agrees to buy goods from me at a price but the exchange rate changes
suddenly when he is about to transfer the money. So the buyer cancels the transaction and
traders have ceased buying and selling.”

The yuan recently hit 500 kyats from less than 300 and the rate is fluctuating wildly, said
merchants.

Topics: Baht, Border

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/feeble-myanmar-currency-and-junta-restrictions-
hammer-border-trade.html

Inequality, Discord and Insecurity in Myanmar’s ‘Sacrifice Zone’
By CORPORATE ACCOUNTABILITY MYANMAR | 5 September 2022

Recent reports by Global Witness and AP news highlight severe environmental destruction by
unregulated and illegal rare earths extraction (REE) in northeastern Myanmar bordering China.
“There is a name for what Myanmar has become: A “sacrifice zone,” or a place that destroys
itself for the good of the world. The sacrifice is visible from the air, in toxic turquoise pools that
dot the landscape covered by mountain jungles just a few years ago. “

Global Witness found over 2,700 collection pools at almost 300 separate locations that sprawl
across an area comparable to the size of Singapore. REE mining is highly toxic, and its
environmental toll has led to the closure of many mines in China in 2016. Since then, the
industry has shifted to Myanmar with thousands of Chinese flooding into the country from
Ganzhou, Jiangxi Province, known as China’s “rare earth kingdom”.

All the heavy rare earths illegally mined in Myanmar are exported to China, and the export has
exponentially increased within a few years, from USS$1.5 million in 2014 to $789 million in 2021.
In China, five state-owned companies have a monopoly on mining and processing of these
heavy rare earths that smart tech products like smartphones, electric vehicles and energy-
conserving home electronics rely on. These heavy rare earths finally end up in the supply chains
of international companies, including prominent ones such as General Motors, Volkswagen,
Mercedes, Tesla and Apple.

One of the conflict zones in Myanmar, a mountainous corner of Kachin known as Special Region
1 has become the world’s largest source of supply for heavy rare earths. Special Region 1 is
controlled by ageing warlord Zakhung Tin Ying and his militias affiliated with Myanmar’s brutal
military junta. Ironically, increasing global demand for rare earths for clean energy has made
those militia and military authorities unimaginably rich at the expense of local ecosystems,
livelihoods and access to land, forests and safe drinking water.
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Given the devastating situations of local communities in Special Region 1, we talked to some
locals in one part of the region, specifically some villages in Chipwi Township situated between
Pang War and Chipwi and surrounding areas in early 2022. It aims to examine how local
communities in those villages along the Chipwi Creek and surrounding areas impacted by REE
mines have been coping with the situation. We found devastating environmental damages and
negative impacts on communities’ livelihoods and their clean water sources. Our analysis of
their daily experience reveals that REE has made communities in the area socially fragmented,
fragile and extremely vulnerable, with a bleak future for the next generations. The deficit in
sovereignty in the region has manifested in the booming illegal rare earths mine industry across
the lawless and porous border. The situation has implications for peace, conflict and security on
both sides of the border.

Social inequality, fragmentation and fragility in the sacrifice zone

Villages in the study area spread across Chipwi Creek between Pang War and Chipwi and
surrounding areas with varying population sizes. Many villages consist of approximately 20 to
50 households, while a few have 80 to 300 households. It is estimated that Chipwi Township’s
population is around 20,000 people. Chipwi Township consists of two towns, Chipwi and Pang
War, and 118 villages. Our study area includes Pang War and some villages along Chipwi Creek
and the surrounding area (see the map). Kachin tribes, namely, Lacid, Ngo Chang, Lisu, Laovoh
and a few Jinghpaw reside in the area. Christianity is the predominant religion, with 1 percent
practicing Animism. There is at least a church in every village. We found that in some villages,
there is more than one church, and in those cases, some discord among churches due to
disagreement on the sharing of the profit from REE.

Google Map showing villages along
the Chipwi Creek and surrounding
areas in Chipwi Township

Until the late 1990s, the lifestyle of
those villagers was largely agrarian,
but it has now significantly changed
with the booming rare earths
extraction. In fact, Zahkung Tin Ying
and his groups have been engaged
in various lucrative business deals in the special region, such as logging, bamboo trading, cattle
trading, and exploitation of various minerals such as iron, tin, tungsten, marble, lead and zinc
since they signed a ceasefire agreement with the military in 1990. They transformed their
ceasefire groups to a Border Guard Force (BGF) under the command of the military in 2009.
Even before 2010, Tin Ying started rare earth extraction with the backing of the military.

This area controlled by militias and BGFs affiliated with the military exemplifies a gap in
economic and social status caused by unequal distribution of wealth and the negative impact of
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illegal mining. While one-quarter of the population is extremely rich, the rest is faced with a
deteriorating economic and social situation. Grievances and social discord in society are
widening out of a lack of rule of law and a poor justice system.

Gap in economic and social status

At the top of the social strata are Tin Ying’s family, relatives and allies, including authorities of
BGFs and militias. Militia authorities and their allies earn a fortune by renting their land to REE
mine sites given that the militia monopolizes these lands and registers them under their name
using their authority. In some cases, they might rent their land close to the village without
considering its negative impact. In addition, the militia collects various kinds of taxes relating to
REE businesses, including informal REE permits to Chinese businessmen, passenger trucks and
trucks with loads of REE passing through border gates. They also reinvest in REE mines.
According to interviews, estimated investment per site amounts to at least 40 million yuan
(about S6 million).

At the secondary level of the social strata are ordinary villagers, militias at lower ranks and their
relatives, who have a connection with militia authorities and Chinese businessmen. They also
earn a huge profit, but to a lesser extent than militia authorities, by working as agents who
either connect Chinese with other villagers to rent village lands, or by looking for general
workers to work at REE mine sites or supervising REE mine sites. Agents or brokers manage REE
sites on behalf of bosses behind the investment. One rarely knows who the real boss of a
particular mine is, which can include Chinese businessmen and militia themselves. Some
villagers reinvest their wealth in transport businesses to carry REE loads, and some run
commodity shops and restaurants to cater to Chinese migrants and internal migrants from
other parts of the country.

At the lowest of the strata are villagers who have no connection with authorities. Some of them
work at REE mine sites as laborers. They earn between 1.5 million to 2 million kyats (5700 to
$900) by working at REE mine sites. Although they earn much more than a general worker can
in any other part of the country, the nature of work includes exposure to chemicals that harm
the health of workers themselves and local people.

Bags of chemicals used for ore extraction, which are
called ‘fertilizer’ by local workers, are piled up at a rare
earth mining site in Kachin State. / Maran

Some still rely on their crops such as cardamom,
walnuts, potatoes, corn, mustard, black peppers,
quinces, apples and livestock, such as herd and cattle
farms. They now have lost their natural market,
nutritious fish from pristine natural streams, forests
endowed with traditional herbal medicines and orchids,
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and good pastures for their cattle to REE mines. Additionally, Chinese do not buy their crops or
pay reasonable prices anymore, especially those crops within 80 km of REE mine sites.

Among such villagers are Internally Displaced People (IDPs) in the area. For instance, Jik Loi
Village, situated at the bank of Chipwi Creek, about a 6-km distance from Chipwi, was impacted
by the 2011-12 civil war between the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and the military. Jik Loi
IDPs were staying at Hpare, which is situated about 30 km north of Pang War. When Jik Loi IDPs
returned to their village, the bad smell of the Creek forced them to leave their native place
again. According to interviews, the whole village had to be reestablished at a new place far
away from the Creek. This makes their lives even more difficult because they are unable to
access clean water, fish and vegetables from their natural market.

According to the interviews, militia authorities and villagers who got huge profits from REE
bought properties like cars and expensive real estate in cities like Myitkyina, Mandalay or
Yangon. They have moved to those places while continuing business activities on the border
land. Prior to COVID and subsequent Chinese border restrictions, those rich people sent their
children to schools in China and bought properties there. On the other hand, many ordinary
villagers who remain in their native place are left with toxic land and water with a bleak future.

Our analysis of the daily experience of the communities in the study area reveals various social
strata due to uneven wealth distribution and signifies a gap between the rich and the poor and
the powerful and the powerless. This has led to social discord and grievances.

Widening social discord and grievances

Fearful of raising their voices against REE mines, locals rarely raise their concerns. The situation
has worsened since the coup, with the doors to the civic space being closed, not only at the
local level but also at the national level. Powerful and rich militias and their allies, who have
benefited from this lucrative business, use various means to shut down concerned voices,
including threats, coercion and incentives.

A few years ago, some locals were arrested for raising their voices against REE mines. Recently
in April of this year, a local rights defender against REE mine extraction was arrested by the
militia, according to Kachin News. A recent report of Global Witness also includes a threat from
militia leaders to REE opponents.

Another way of shutting down complaints is giving away a lump sum amount of compensation
by Chinese businessmen to those who lost their lives or farmland. Locals said family members
of a worker who was killed by a landslide in the REE mine sites or a worker who was crushed to
death by a REE-loaded truck, received thousands of yuan as compensation. Thousands of yuan
were given in compensation for some farms damaged by soil erosion from REE mines. One of
the locals remarked that “They put money [as a] priority, and they solve everything with
money. Here money means justice. Villagers have never seen such a huge amount of money in
their lives, and they lost their sense of justice and spiritual values.”
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One of the locals revealed that nowadays, some villages have no choice. Given the total
destruction of the environment, they just rent their village land to REE mines. In one village,
villagers agreed to rent a hill near their village to extract REE, and each household reportedly
receives 5,000 yuan. In some villages, renting village land for REE and sharing profits among
households ends up in disputes. Some complain that they do not receive a fair share when
splitting the earnings among themselves and hence, also among the churches they attend. Lack
of social cohesion and widening discord and grievances among community members and even
among religious entities in the area have manifested in a booming REE industry and money-
oriented mindset.

Development left behind, destruction and a bleak future for next generations

Although there are some public services and development activities like free English and
Chinese classes in Pang War, the headquarter of Tin Ying’s militia, other villages have no
adequate infrastructure, public services and development activities. Many villages still do not
have electricity apart from two villages with the support of an individual militia authority and a
Chinese investor. Pang War relies on electricity from China and Chipwi on the Chipwi Nge
hydropower dam.

According to the locals, there are only four high schools in the whole of Chipwi Township, and
the matriculation exam pass rate is less than 10 percent. There is one high school in Pang War.
However, in other villages, only during the NLD government era did the government open one
primary school per village. Given that the region is semi-autonomous, both the government and
the militia controlled the area. However, since the coup, the area has been subjected to
absolute control by the militia backed by the military.

Prior to COVID, people in the area mostly depended on China for healthcare. However, COVID
hindered them from crossing the border to get medication in China. Those who can afford it
nowadays travel to cities like Myitkyina, Mandalay or Yangon for their health-related matters.
There are only two public hospitals: one in Pang War and another in Chipwi. During the NLD
era, one clinic was open per five villages. There were also public nurses who used to visit
villages to raise reproductive health awareness and provide care in every village. One of the
locals said, nowadays, such activities have been stalled.

He said “militia authorities are not interested in protecting the environment and developing the
region. Instead, they are only thinking of extending REE mines and extracting them as much as
possible. Nowadays, mine sites are extended closer to Chipwi.” It is not surprising that militia
authorities are now immensely rich and enjoy their wealth in capital cities, either in China or
Myanmar. They do not care about local development.

Destruction
With increased REE activities, the environment has been destroyed. REE mines have left the

flora and fauna of the area, and many of its pristine water sources, in destruction. A local
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person lamented, “Within a decade, all lands have been destroyed, and bald hills with
perforated metal sheets have been left.” Traveling is challenging, with frequent landslides every
6 to 9 km along the way from Chipwi to Pang War, especially during monsoon. In some villages,
roads are no longer in good condition. For instance, Lang Yang, one of the villages between
Chipwi and Pang War, has been known as a mining village since long before REE extraction. A
company owned by Tin Ying’s son, Zahkung Ying Sau, has been extracting a kind of metal in the
village. No one knows the exact kind of metal that has been extracted. The locals said the
village’s streets have been destroyed with lots of big holes and muddy paddles. In villages like
Chang Ying Hku near Pang War, beautifully paved roads with pine trees along the side have
been destroyed due to REE trucks.

A bleak outlook

Nowadays, local youths do odd jobs like working at gambling houses or at logging sites and
mining sites near their villages, and others go and work in China. One of the locals said, “Now
we earn Chinese yuan, but it will not last long. Within a few years, there will be nothing left.
Even now, we can no longer depend on our forests, water and land for farming anymore. | am
sure we will have to face difficulties. We won’t survive here if we don’t have money.” He thinks
an option for survival for future generation would be turning the area into a trading border
area. Otherwise, he said, the area will be a deserted land since our next generations will have to
migrate to other places without natural resources to rely on.

It signifies the fact that the booming of the REE industry and increased income of some
individuals are not correlated with local development, and a sustainable future, but rather a
destruction of its environment and existing infrastructure, due to the illegal and unregulated
nature of the industry.

Sovereignty deficit

Chinese yuan is the main currency used in this border area. Given the nature of cross-border
tradition, and kinship ties across border areas, the China-Myanmar border is a porous one.
Corruption and collusion of militia authorities with the Chinese administration on China’s side
enable illegal trading smoothly. One of the locals said that at border gates, 3,000 yuan must be
paid for any kind of truck, including trucks loaded with chemicals and equipment for REE
extraction and REE loads. But they were not sure how much Chinese custom gates charge them.

The corrupt leaders of the area, the military, China and the rest of the world can maintain a
lucrative income from REE. The sacrifice of the area will remain until the resources run out

within this current situation in Myanmar with the illegal coup and lawless state. One of the
locals lamented that the “Chinese demand all natural resources from here. They don’t care
about the destruction of the environment, human resources and villages.”

REE is not the only reason for China’s encroachment. Locals have been troubled by terrible foul
and pungent odors from what they call “a color dying factory” that chokes their breath. The
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factory is on the bank of Chipwi Creek and about 16 km from where REE is burnt between
Pangwa and Chang Ying Hku. Locals said they have no idea what the factory is producing. They
predict that the number of such factories will increase since local militia officials reportedly
earn about 1 million yuan from letting the factory open in the area. According to the locals, the
Chinese government does not allow that kind of factory to be set up in China due to waste from
the factory affecting the environment, and taxes imposed on this kind of factory are very high in
China.

It is likely a textile factory. Some news sources said in China, textile factories have been

facing restricted environmental regulations imposed by the Chinese government. Complying
with such regulations are costly for the factories. It is also possibly a metal cleaning factory. No
locals that we contacted know what kind of factory it is. However, one thing people came to
realize is that if secret activities happening on the Myanmar border hurt China’s interests, the
government immediately takes action. Otherwise, they keep their lips tight if an enormous
amount of profit is involved. If China wanted to, it could intervene. In 2008, “the biggest casino
in Chang Ying Hku in the controlled area of NDA-K near Pangwah Pass on the Burma-China
border was closed down because about 80 Chinese gamblers were either dead or missing. The
pressure to close came from the Chinese government,” said NDA-K sources.

Given the above case, many locals have some doubts about their neighboring country, even
when they support Myanmar, questioning whether they are genuine or not with their good will.
Some see COVID vaccine donations and testing activities in Pang War and Chipwi as something
that does not come from altruism. One remarked, “China supported COVID prevention
materials, equipment, even testing machines to prevent COVID from spreading in Pang War.
They do not want to postpone REE extraction. It’s all for their own benefit.” The locals said REE
was postponed only for a year during COVID. Even during COVID, some Chinese migrants
reportedly remained in Myanmar. One of the locals said that Chinese migrants pay bribes at
border gates and enter Myanmar freely without restriction, both legally and illegally.

On the other hand, due to the COVID-induced border restrictions, a porous border is no longer
easily traversed, especially for ordinary Kachin villagers in the area. One of the locals said China
is playing loudspeaker announcement every morning on the border that illegally entering China
from Myanmar is not allowed.

It arouses a sense of resentment among local communities. One of the locals said, “In the
future, these areas will be overwhelmed by Chinese from China and will become an exporting
gate.” Some locals comment that China exploits natural resources from their soil and
discriminates against local people. They said Chinese SIM cards that start with “18” are only for
Chinese citizens and they have access to premium connections with very low charges, while SIM
cards that start with “17” or “15” are for non-Chinese with bad connections and higher charges.

The sovereignty of a country to guard its border against the intrusion of a foreign entity, in this
case, specifically in the form of exploiting resources, has been lost due to the illegal and
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unregulated businesses, including REE in this border area facilitated by corrupted militia and
the military authorities.

Implications for peace and security

The exploitative and unregulated situation in the sacrifice zone has implications for peace,
conflict and security on both sides of the border. Analysts have already pointed out how REE
has provided funding to conflict parties. A recent Global Witness report also highlights that
“there is a high risk that revenues from rare earth mining are being used to fund the military’s
abuses against civilians, which have intensified since its February 2021 coup. This is nothing
new; Myanmar’s military has funded itself for decades by looting the country’s rich natural
resources, including the multi-billion-dollar jade, gemstone, and timber industries.”

Rare earth mining in Pangwa Township, Kachin State
in 2019 / Myitkyina News Journal

Since the area is controlled by the militia backed by
the military, guns and fighting have been silent since
the early 1990s except in 2011 when fighting
resumed between KIA and the military and its militias.
Since the coup, clashes between those conflict parties
- have occurred in some parts of Kachin. Armed
confrontations between them are likely to be escalated in coming weeks and months.

Given that the KIA controls a few parts of the study area, tension is always there. In the study
area, one of the villages where REE is being extracted is a militia-controlled area adjacent to the
KIA’s controlled area where REE is not allowed. While some locals have concerns that there
might be some renewed conflict between conflict parties in the area, others think the likelihood
is low due to China’s influence on those parties and its expectation of them not to jeopardize
China’s business interests.

Hpare, about 30 km north of Pang War, was separated after the civil war in 2011 into upper
Hpare, controlled by the militia, and lower Hpare, controlled by the KIA. REE has been extracted
from all the surrounding hills within 4-6 km of Hpare. All the streams around the village have
been polluted by REE waste. Around the village, some farming lands remain, and villagers only
do potatoes and corn farming. Only one stream named Hkang Shing that flows through the
middle of the village is protected from damages by REE waste under the authority of KIA.

Regardless, in the present time, the imminent security threats incurred by REE are booming
gambling and drug issues related to a flood of migrants, both from China and from other parts
of Kachin and other parts of Myanmar. In fact, the border area was already being affected by
such issues even before REE, and REE just makes it worse. It is estimated that the number of
internal migrant workers could range from 4,000 to 5,000 in the area, and Chinese migrants,
including businessmen and skilled workers, could number as many as 16,000.
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Drug use is booming at REE sites since workers are falsely encouraged to think that drugs will
help them by giving them strength to work hard. The booming drug abuse and gambling has
caused increased rates of crimes such as theft, robbery and violence.

One of the local miners who worked at a mine site a few years ago said, “All the workers are
easily addicted to drugs by working in those sites. | worked at a metal mine last year. They gave
us meth freely. If we want heroin or opium or yaba, all drugs can be freely used in mines. They
are just assigned day and night. Night workers use almost all kinds of drugs more than day
workers.” He continued, “We have to buy drugs by ourselves, especially night workers because
the drugs they gave us were not enough anymore. Even if we earned 300 yuan per day, it was
not enough since we spent most of our salary on drugs. Working in mines and using drugs is
harmful to our health. | had worked there for four months, but | am suffering from lung pleural
effusion. That is why the Chinese do not employ workers who have been working for a year.” In
Chang Ying Hku, once a beautiful, quiet and green border village near Pang War, people recount
how they did not need fences or need to close their doors in the past. But nowadays, they face
security threats. They said, “Thieves break into our houses even though we lock the houses.
Drugs are booming and syringes and needles are spreading everywhere. Some villagers have
been injured by those needles.” Chang Ying Hku was affected by Chinese gambling businesses
in the 2000s. Even after the gambling house was shut down in 2008, nowadays, thousands of
REE miners, dealers and shop owners have been staying there and entertainments like KTV and
massage parlors are booming with an increasing number of commercial sex workers.

One of the locals said “Chinese love gambling. Quarrels or fighting always come up at gambling
houses. In one case, two women who worked at a gambling house were killed amidst such
qguarrels.” In addition to physical threats, economic insecurity has been increasing due to
increased commodity prices in the area.

Due to increased demand for accommodation, commodities and food due to migration,
commodities and real estate prices have been increasing in the area, and the population from
the lowest strata has been hit hard. In fact, high prices in real estate are not only seen in the
border area but also in cities like Myitkyina, Mandalay and Yangon. Due to high demand from
rich people from those border areas in these cities, real estate prices have been rising for some
time. The issue is made worse by the economic mismanagement of the junta since the coup,
pushing the grassroots population of the country into desperate poverty and insecurity. It
shows how illegal businesses along with illegal migration have increased negative impacts,
including booming drug abuse and gambling, and threaten the physical and economic security
of the area. It also has implications for other parts of the country.

Conclusion

The social and economic landscape of the sacrifice zone reveals that the impact of illegal
business practices and natural resource exploitation in the border area has widespread
implications for human security issues, including increased social inequality, fragmentation,
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vulnerability, and overall, the country’s peace and conflict dynamics. It has also implications for
rising anti-China sentiment since the coup. This in-depth analysis shows that the destruction is
not only causing environmental and social woes for the people in the region. It is also a
sovereignty issue, fueling a loss of trust in the good will of Myanmar’s powerful neighboring
country.

Corporate Accountability Myanmar (CAM) is a group of local researchers formed in 2020 to
conduct research on corporate accountability issues in Myanmar.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/inequality-discord-and-insecurity-in-
myanmars-sacrifice-zone.html

Rare Earth Mining Poisons Eastern Kachin State

3rd September 2022

Rare Earth Mining Site

After last year’s coup, Burma has become the world’s
largest supplier of rare earths. According to a six-
. month report by Global Witness, which tracked the

' toxic mining of the mineral needed for computers and
most electronic devices, state-owned and private
Chinese companies, under the protection of a Kachin
Border Guard Force (BGF) and People’s Militia Force
(PMF), are mining an area the size of Singapore in Special Region 1 in eastern Kachin State.

Global Witness reported satellite photos of more than 2,700 catch basins in 300 locations in the
rare earth mining area in Pangwa, which is controlled by the armed groups that have the
support of the military regime to illegally mine the mineral.

Zahkung Ting Ying, leader of BGF (Photo-Global
Witness)

Rare earth mining leads to massive destruction of
biodiversity and the ecosystem. Much of Pangwa is
already contaminated, posing a threat to the local
population and future generations.

T “When the soil is poisoned, nothing can grow. People
cannot live in the area if the whole ecosystem is destroyed...Plants cannot grow...Water, air and
soil are damaged because the ecosystem has been severely affected,” Rev Lachyung Hawng
Hkawng, an environmentalist from the Kachin ethnic group, told KNG.
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Rare earths are essential for smartphones, computers and many other electronic devises. But
90 percent of their value are to make permanent magnets used in motors, as well as generators
for electric vehicles and wind turbines, according to Global Witness. Burma exported $1.5
million worth of rare earths to China in 2014. However, since the military coup, this value has
increased to $700 million.

Mining in the Pangwa Mountains near the Chinese border is controlled by the BGF, led by
Zahkung Ting Ying, and the PMF. The leaders of the armed groups receive a lot of money from
the Chinese companies. However, neither has carried out environmental impact assessments
for mining, so the companies have a free hand in mining the rare earths.

"There is a high risk that revenues from rare earth mining are being used to fund the military’s
abuses against civilians, which have intensified since its February 2021 coup,” says Global
Witness’ report Myanmar’s Poisoned Mountains.

A Pangwa farmer, who wished to remain anonymous, told KNG: “It is now very difficult to sell
our fruit to Chinese traders. They complain that our vegetables and fruits are grown on
poisoned land, and they don’t want to buy them.”

According to the Global Witness report, there have been over 100 landslides in the Chinese city
of Ganzhou caused by rare earth mining. And many locals suffer from osteoporosis, respiratory
diseases, gastrointestinal, skin and eye problems and other health problems. After many of the
mines in China’s Jiangxi province were closed, mining in Burma has increased.

To extract the rare earths in Special Region 1, workers have to dig many holes in the mountain.
Then they pour ammonium sulphate solution into the holes, which liquefies the soil. The
chemicals penetrate the mountain and workers drain the solution into basins where the
minerals are discharged in a process known as in situ leaching. When the work is complete, the
area is poisoned, and workers have to find a new area to start the process all over again.

Already, the impact of rare earth mining on local ecosystems and for local’s livelihoods and
access to safe drinking water has been devastating. Residents can’t fish, swim or wash in local
rivers and animals, including their livestock, have been poisoned by the toxic water.

This is particularly worrying because the mountains are home to dozens of rare and
endangered plant and animal species, including red pandas and gibbons, both of which are
endangered.

“Once all the rare earths in the mountains are mined, it’ll be difficult for people to survive in
the area,” warned Lachyung Hawng Hkawng. It’s time to stop the excessive mining if there’s to
be any chance of preserving biodiversity in the region, he said.

There’s also concern that hazardous waste from the mining area is seeping into the N’Mai Kha
River, which is a tributary of the Ayeyarwady River (also called the Irrawaddy), Burma’s largest
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river, whose drainage basin covers 156,100 sq mi and on which two-thirds of the country’s 54
million people depend.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/09/03/rare-earth-mining-poisons-eastern-kachin-state/

As country burns, it’s back to business as usual for Myanmar’s military elite

The families of top generals have wasted no time enriching themselves, even as poverty
deepens for most

Aung Naing | Published on Sep 4, 2022

The families of junta chair Lt-Gen Aung Lin Dwe (left) and Lt-
Gen Moe Myint Tun have won many lucrative government
contracts since the military seized power last year
(Myanmar Now)

Companies owned by the adult children of two of
Myanmar’s top generals have been granted numerous
government tenders since last year’s military coup,
according to documents seen by Myanmar Now.

In a sign that the regime that is now waging war on the country’s civilian population intends to
continue the military’s long-standing practice of profiting from its rule, the documents show
that companies linked to Lt-Gen Aung Lin Dwe and Lt-Gen Moe Myint Tun—both members of
the junta that seized power in February 2021—have been awarded a number of lucrative
contracts over the past year

According to documents and information received from an inside source, businesses run by
members of Aung Lin Dwe’s family have been granted tenders to run several construction
projects, including in the junta’s administrative capital Naypyitaw, while companies with ties to
Moe Myint Tun have been awarded at least nine projects—among them, one for repairing
cables inside the Naypyitaw Union Territory.

e | P ] e ey Records of the ministries' announcements regarding
tender winners, including the two generals' family
businesses

PRI o R

“Those two are the biggest ones. Their companies
won many tenders at the price of their own
choosing,” said the source, who did not want to be
named.

‘Easy money’
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According to the records of the Directorate of Investment and Company Administration, Moe
Myint Tun’s three adult children—Moe Htet Htet Tun, Khaing Moe Myint, and Yadanar Moe
Myint—serve as directors of three companies that were registered at the same Naypyitaw
address in the months leading up to the overthrow of Myanmar’s elected civilian government.

Between them, these three companies—Yadanar Moe Htet Aung, Phyo Pyae Pyae, and Pin
Gangaw—won multiple tenders from two ministries between October of last year and March of
this year, documents received by Myanmar Now showed.

The Ministry of Border Affairs awarded one contract during this period for a project in the Pa-O
region, with three more granted for the current fiscal year. The Department of Prisons, which is
under the Ministry of Home Affairs, awarded another three to the companies in the second half
of last year.

According to Myanmar Now’s source, two army captains have been assigned the task of
submitting tenders for the companies belonging to Moe Myat Tun’s children.

“It's easy money for them. They aren’t doing projects that are difficult to carry out, like paving
roads. They don’t have a big team working for them. It’s just the two army captains handling all
the tender procedures,” said the source.

While monetary figures were not available for any of these projects, another one that was
awarded for a cable-repair project in Naypyitaw’s Lewe Township was reportedly worth 500m
kyat ($238,000).

At 54 years old, Moe Myint Tun is one of the youngest high-ranking generals in Myanmar’s
armed forces. A former army chief of staff and head of the military’s Naypyitaw Regional
Command, he is known to be close to junta chief Min Aung Hlaing.

He currently serves as chair of the regime’s Investment Commission and sits on the board of
directors at Myanmar Economic Holdings Limited (MEHL), a military conglomerate.

Lt-Gen Moe Myint Tun (first from right) is seen together
with junta chief Min Aung Hlaing during a visit to Pyin Oo
Lwin in December 2021 (Military-owned media)

Eliminating rivals

Aung Lin Dwe, the secretary of the State Administration
Council, as Myanmar’s junta calls itself, is a former judge
- e ; advocate general who has been accused of ordering
soldlers to destroy digital evidence of atrocities committed during the military’s “clearance
operations” against the Rohingya in Rakhine State. He has also served as an MEHL director.
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Lt-Gen Aung Lin Dwe (left) is seen with the chief minister
of Mizoram State, India, in October 2019 (Zoramthanga /
Twitter)

His three children—Shwe Yi Phoo Aung, Hlaing Bwar
Aung, and Phyo Arkar Aung—have also profited from
their father’s position. Between them, they own the
Aung Myint Moh Lin and Mingalar Aung Myay
construction companies and the Shwe Yee Phyo Pyae
production company. All three have been blacklisted by the civilian National Unity Government
(NUG), which has urged the public to boycott the companies.

According to Myanmar Now’s source, Aung Myint Moh Lin and Mingalar Aung Myay “take most
of the road construction projects” in Naypyitaw. Mingalar Aung Myay has also been awarded
many other big-budget projects by the military and the home affairs and border affairs
ministries.

In addition to their construction companies, the family also owns a cement factory located on a
four-acre plot of land near Naypyitaw, the source said.

The compound of a concrete factory in Naypyitaw
owned by the family of Lt-Gen Aung Lin Dwe (Myanmar
Now)

As junta-appointed officials continue to scrutinise more
than 200 companies that were awarded major
contracts in Naypyitaw before the coup, Aung Lin Dwe’s
children stand to win an even bigger share of the pie.

il £ New bidding rules and background checks designed to
weed out companies sympathetic to anti-regime forces are also expected to eliminate many
other potential rivals, sources said.

History repeating itself

Even in areas that have seen relatively little resistance to the coup, such as Shan State,
opportunities to compete for government contracts are drying up.

“It’s strange that local businesses can no longer win government tenders. Only companies that
are either junta-owned or junta-affiliated can win them,” said the owner of a trading company
based in Muse, a town on Myanmar’s border with China.

While the military’s oversized role in the economy has long been a fact of life in Myanmar,
many in the country’s business community say that it is harder now than ever to get ahead
without ties to top generals.
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The biggest winners these days, apart from those related to members of the military council,
are ministry officials loyal to the regime, according to some observers.

“Those people are the ‘brothers’ of the army generals. If you work for one of the ministries, you
are practically a member of the military. They are all a part of the same ecosystem,” said a
source close to the junta.

The NUG says that one of the chief reasons the military decided to seize power again last year
was that it wanted to regain total control over the economy after a decade of relative
openness.

Under successive regimes that ruled Myanmar for nearly half a century, the military’s top brass
grew enormously wealthy, even as the country descended into ever-deepening poverty. And
now history is repeating itself, according to Kyaw Zaw, the spokesperson of the NUG’s
president’s office.

“The army generals and their families are growing richer as ordinary citizens starve. They’re
basically robbing the country’s people,” he said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/as-country-burns-its-back-to-business-as-usual-for-
myanmars-military-elite

UN Envoy Warns of ‘Multidimensional Catastrophe’ in Myanmar, Urges Global Action
By THE IRRAWADDY | 5 September 2022

The UN Special envoy on Myanmar has warned of a “multidimensional catastrophe” if the
regional and international communities don’t make a serious effort to support the Southeast
Asian country, which has descended into conflict since last year’s military coup.

Myanmar has been politically and economically devastated since the coup. Far from bringing
the whole country under its control, the regime is still struggling with nationwide popular
armed resistance against its rule. The economy has been in a downward spiral, with fuel in
short supply and foreign reserves dwindling.

“We cannot wait. A multidimensional catastrophe will emerge in the heart of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations [ASEAN] unless we as a regional and international community come
together to seriously find new ways to support this Myanmar-led process towards an inclusive
society and democratic future,” said the envoy, Noeleen Heyzer, in her remarks at a seminar at
the ISEAS—Yusof Ishak Institute in Singapore on Monday. Myanmar is an ASEAN member.

The warning came after her controversial mission to Myanmar last month during which she met
with regime chief Min Aung Hlaing in an attempt to mediate the crisis, including calling for an
immediate end to the junta’s violence against the Myanmar people. However, after receiving a
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low-grade reception from the junta she made no breakthrough. Instead, it became another
failed UN mission in Myanmar, used by the regime to promote its legitimacy as well as to
express its displeasure over the UN’s actions against it.

However, the envoy insisted that her visit was part of the UN’s broader efforts to support an
effective and peaceful Myanmar-led political pathway to return to civilian rule based on the will
of the people, saying, “My mandate as an impartial actor [is] to engage with all stakeholders in
Myanmar, the region and globally, consistent with the principles of the United Nations.”

In her remarks at the seminar on Monday, the envoy said there was no clear path out of the
crisis and that there would be no easy solutions. During her visit to Myanmar, she wasn’t
allowed to meet detained popular leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, and she said on Monday that
“If | ever visit Myanmar again, it will only be if | can meet with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.”

She also admitted that in the case of Myanmar, the limitations of the United Nations and the
international community are also clear, adding that continued differences in the positions
among member states of the UN was also a factor, according to highlights of the seminar
released by the envoy’s office.

“Thus, | will continue to appeal to all governments, regional organizations and other key
stakeholders, to listen to the will of [the] people and be guided by that will,” she said.

Despite its condemnation of the coup and the regime’s killing of more than 2,000 people so far,
the UN has still failed to take serious action against the Myanmar junta. The UN Security
Council still hasn’t been able to pass any resolutions due to resistance from China and Russia,
the junta’s major allies.

At the regional level, ASEAN has tried to mediate the Myanmar crisis since last year with its
peace plan, which includes an immediate cessation of violence against civilians. However, the
junta ignored the plan.

At the same time, both the UN and ASEAN have failed to “officially engage” with Myanmar’s
shadow National Unity Government (NUG), which was formed by the elected lawmakers of the
ousted National League for Democracy and their ethnic allies, and commands the loyalty of the
vast majority of Myanmar people.

Following the envoy’s meeting with Min Aung Hlaing, the Special Advisory Council for Myanmar
(SAC-M), a group of former UN experts on the country, urged Heyzer to engage with the NUG
instead.

The NUG also called on the envoy to publicly strengthen partnerships with it, as well as with
ethnic armed organizations and civil society, and to truly listen to and respect the aspirations of
the Myanmar people.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/un-envoy-warns-of-multidimensional-catastrophe-
in-myanmar-urges-global-action.html
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SAC chairman leaves for Russia to attend the 7th EEF-2020

PUBLISHED 5 SEPTEMBER 2022

At the invitation of the Eastern Economic Forum-2022,
Myanmar high-ranking delegation led by Chairman of
State Administration Council (SAC) Prime Minister

' Senior General Min Aung Hlaing yesterday morning left
from Nay Pyi Taw Military Airport for Russian
Federation aiming to attend the 7th Eastern Economic
Forum-2022.

i They were seen off at the airport by SAC vice-chairman
Deputy Prime Minister Vice Senior General Soe Win,
the SAC members and secretary, the Union Ministers,
senior military officers from the office of Commander-
in-Chief (Army), the commander of Nay Pyi Taw
Command, Deputy-Head of the Mission of the Embassy of the Russia Federation to Myanmar
Pavel A.Klabukov and Military attaché Col Sergei Kurchenko.

The Senior General is accompanied by SAC members U Moung Har and U Saw Daniel, Council
Joint-Secretary Lt-Gen Ye Win Oo and Union-level officials, senior military officers from the
Office of the Commander-in-Chief (Army), Deputy Ministers from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and the Ministry of Information, and military and civil officials.

During the trip, the Senior General and officials will attend the 7th Eastern Economic Forum,
meet with officials of the government of the Russian Federation, and visit landmarks in the
Russian Federation, universities and factories. Union ministers, deputy ministers and officials
will hold working discussions and meetings in respective sectors in order to further cement
cooperation in friendly relations, economic and other sectors between governments and
peoples of both countries.

The SAC and party arrived at the Vladivostok International Airport in Russia yesterday evening
and they were welcomed by Deputy Governor of Vladivostok Stegniy Daria and officials,
Myanmar ambassador to Russia Lwin Oo and Military attaché to Russia (Army, Navy and Air)
Brig-Gen Moe Kyaw, the Director General and officials of the Protocol Department of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-chairman-leaves-for-russia-to-attend-the-7th-eef-2020
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Beyond the Headlines: Min Aung Hlaing returns to Russia, UN envoy sees no room for talks,
and drug prices climb

Myanmar Now provides an overview of underreported developments in the country from the
past week, August 29-September 5

Myanmar Now | Published on Sep 5, 2022

A pharmaceutical store in Yangon in early September
(Myanmar Now)

Armed resistance

Clashes broke out between the Mandalay chapter of the
anti-regime People’s Defence Force (PDF) and junta troops
in northern Shan State’s Nawnghkio Township on August
29. Mandalay PDF fighters ambushed a column of around

500 regime soldiers with explosives near the village of Kone Ta Mawt, located in the northwest
of the township near the border with Mandalay Region, triggering two days of fierce fighting,
according to the group’s spokesperson. The two sides also fought for a whole day near the
villages of Ku Lar Kwe and Long Hkan, less than 5km from Kone Ta Mawt, five days earlier. The
military deployed two helicopters in the battle, forcing hundreds of villagers to flee. Casualties
were reported on both sides.

A junta army uniform and an artillery shell seized by the
Mandalay PDF following a clash in late July (Mandalay
PDF/ Facebook)

The town of Nawnghkio is on the Muse-Mandalay
highway, an important local trade route, and is less than
60km from Pyin Oo Lwin, where the elite Defence

. S - £, w. | Services Academy and several military bases are located.
Junta forces and the Mandalay PDF clashed in the township at least five times in August and
three times in July. The Ta'ang National Liberation Army, an ethnic armed group, is also active
in the area.

% %k %k

On September 4, the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) arrested eight regime soldiers in
plainclothes as they were travelling in a civilian vehicle from Thabyuzayat to Ye in Mon State.
The KNLA, an armed group under the command of the Karen National Union, and their PDF
allies were carrying out security inspections in the area when the arrests were made. No further
details were available at the time of reporting.

Junta affairs
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Myanmar junta chief Min Aung Hlaing left for Russia on September 4 to attend the 7th Eastern
Economic Forum (EEF), scheduled to take place in the port city of Vladivostok from September
5-8. He was accompanied by military council members Moung Har and Saw Daniel, joint-
secretary Lt-Gen Ye Win Oo, and other senior military officials. During the trip, he will
reportedly meet with Russian officials to discuss further economic cooperation as both
countries face increasing isolation by the West.

According to Russian news agency Tass, Russian President Vladimir Putin will hold bilateral
meetings with invited foreign leaders on the sidelines of the forum. The Kremlin press service
described Min Aung Hlaing as “Prime Minister of the Provisional Government and Commander-
in-Chief of the Armed Forces” of Myanmar. The coup leader also visited Russia in July to attend
the consecration of a replica of Shwezigon pagoda in Moscow.

Myanmar junta chief arrives in Russia on September 4
(Popular News)

The latest visit comes a month after one to Naypyitaw by
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov in early August.
The junta’s deputy commander-in-chief, Soe Win, was in
Moscow from August 26-28 to attend the closing
ceremony of the International Army Games 2022. During
his visit, he met with Russia’s deputy defence minister,

Col Gen Alexander Fomin.

UN special envoy

On September 5, UN Special Envoy on Myanmar Noeleen Heyzer, who met with Myanmar’s
junta chief Min Aung Hlaing in August, said there was little space to advocate for the de-
escalation of violence or engage in “talks about talks” to address the crises happening in the
country. Speaking at a seminar organized by the ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute in Singapore, she
said that armed resistance had proliferated in Myanmar as the “military continues its
disproportionate use of force and has intensified its attack on civilians and increased operations
against resistance forces, using militias and aerial bombings.” She also warned that a
“multidimensional catastrophe” will emerge in the region unless ASEAN and the international
community find new ways to support Myanmar.

Condemning the latest prison sentence handed down to Aung San Suu Kyi, Heyzer said she
would not return to the country again unless she is permitted to meet with the ousted state
counsellor. She also expressed concern about the health of the 77-year-old leader.

NLD

Three jailed Karen State cabinet ministers appointed by the National League for Democracy
(NLD) were released from Hpa-an Prison on September 1 after completing their sentences.
Social welfare minister Bo Bo Wai Maung, Pa-0 ethnic affairs minister Khun Myo Tint, and
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immigration minister Min Ko Khine had each been given two-year prison sentences for
incitement in the wake of last year’s coup. The state’s NLD-appointed chief minister, Nang Khin
Htwe Myint, is currently serving time at the same prison after being sentenced late last year to
a total of 77 years on charges of incitement and corruption.

Deteriorating conditions

Amid continued restrictions on the import and retention of foreign currency, vital medicines
have become more expensive and increasingly difficult to find in Myanmar. Several
pharmaceutical stores have closed and the price of common drugs such as painkillers has nearly
doubled, according to healthcare workers and people with serious health conditions.

A pharmaceutical store in Yangon in early September
(Myanmar Now)

Urban violence

A junta-appointed 100-household administrator was
shot dead by two armed individuals on motorbikes in
Yangon’s Hlaing Tharyar Township on September 1. Zaw
Lin, 47, died on the way to hospital after being shot in
the chest. No group has claimed responsibility for the attack. Two days before this incident,
another 100-household administrator named Soe Min Oo was shot dead in Dala Township.
Three assailants, from an urban guerrilla group called the Yangon District People’s Brigade, also
seriously injured three other ward administrators when they opened fire on them at a local
teashop. All of the victims were accused of working as informants for the military regime.

* % %k

On August 31, a junta captain and eight others were killed when a group of soldiers began
arguing among themselves in the village of Sit Pin Kwin in Yangon Region’s Thanlyin Township.
A police source told Myanmar Now that two soldiers opened fire during the incident, killing the
captain, six other army personnel, and the wife and daughter of an army sergeant. Two
others—a soldier and his 10-year-old son—were critically injured. The soldiers who died were
identified as Cpt Myo Han, Cpl Thein Aung, and privates Toe Tet Naing, Myo Min Khant, San Oo,
Aung Lay and Lin Lin Htwe. Maw Maw San, the 50-year-old wife of sergeant Zaw Moe Oo, and
their 30-year-old daughter Aye Myat Moe, were the other deceased victims, according to the
source. One of the shooters, Pvt Waiyan Kyaw, fled the scene with weapons and ammunition.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/beyond-the-headlines-min-aung-hlaing-returns-to-
russia-un-envoy-sees-no-room-for-talks-and-drug
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