PEACE Info (February 22, 2022)

Large ‘Six Twos’ crowds protest Myanmar junta, marking resistance anniversary
Pregnant Woman Miscarries, 4 Detained as Myanmar Regime Cracks Down on ‘Six
Twos’ Protest
Soldiers burn 14 houses and kill civilian in Sagaing’s Ai Taung West Village
Junta troops set fire to Kyakhat village in Sagaing’s Depayin Township
Five resistance fighters killed in junta raid on Khin-U Township defence force base
Junta forces raped three detainees in Mandalay interrogation centre, student
activists say
Junta-Appointed Chief Minister Attacked For Sixth Time in Upper Myanmar
Heavy Casualties Force Burma Army to Deploy 300 of its Border Guard Force militia
to KNLA Brigade 5 to Defend its Supply Routes
‘Nothing is good’: Nay Pyi Taw’s quiet streets belie resentment of regime
Myanmar Junta Turns to China for Help Policing Internet Use
UN expert raps China, Russia for arming Myanmar despite ‘atrocity crimes’
Cobra Gold Military Exercise Kicks Off in Thailand Without Myanmar
Myanmar Junta Asks UN's Top Court to Drop Rohingya Genocide Case at Hearing in
The Hague
UN court’s decision to allow junta to represent Myanmar in Rohingya genocide case
branded a ‘disgrace’
In ‘significant’ move, EU imposes sanctions on Myanmar state-owned oil and gas
company
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Large ‘Six Twos’ crowds protest Myanmar junta, marking resistance anniversary

Civilians nationwide take to the streets to convey ‘the people’s message of revolution.’

2022.02.22

Anti-junta protesters stage a flash demonstration
in Yangon, Myanmar's largest city, as part of the
the 'Six Twos Revolution' nationwide strike, Feb.
22, 2022. RFA video screenshot

Protesters gathered in cities across Myanmar

on Tuesday as part of the “Six Twos Revolution”
\ nationwide strike in a show of resistance to the
ruling military regime despite the junta’s brutal crackdown on critics, protest leaders said.

Civilians joined monks in the streets and held up anti-regime placards and banners and
chanted slogans denouncing the junta.

Some protesters wearing T-shirts with red number twos formed a horizontal line with the
day’s date — 2/22/2022 — while others held banners with the numbers to signify the
continuation of mass strikes and demonstrations a year after a protest on Feb. 22, 2021
in which millions of people participated, three weeks after the military overthrew
Myanmar’s elected government.

The pro-democracy General Strike Committee (GSC) said student unions and strikers
staged morning demonstrations in Kyimyindaing and Thaketa townships in Yangon,
Myanmar’s largest city.

“Today is a significant day in the period of the uprising that we are going through,” said a
GSC spokesman who gave his name as Leo. “We wanted to do something significant that
would convey our message, the people’s message of our revolution, to the world.”

Nan Lin, co-founder of University Students’ Union Alumni Force at Yangon University, said
protests took different forms across the country.

“What we have seen and heard from various reports is that people did it in various ways
like putting thick thanaka paste on their faces, wearing certain flowers and wearing
certain headware,” he said.

Nearly 300 political prisoners detained in Yangon’s Insein Prison also smeared their faces
with thanaka, a cosmetic paste made from ground bark, and observed five minutes of
silence, a source with knowledge of the situation said.

In Mandalay, Myanmar’s second-largest city, a flash protest was staged by the Mandalay
Monks’ Union, while civilians wearing flowers in their hair and thanaka on their faces
distributed anti-junta fliers and hung protest banners from posts, trees, and the historic
U Pein Bridge, said a member of the Mandalay Strike Committee who did not want to be
named for security reasons.
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Water cannon trucks and prison vans were seen driving along major roads after the
protests, he said.

In Monywa, the capital of northwestern Myanmar’s Sagaing region, authorities arrested
four locals in connection with the movement, residents said.

Following a morning protest, armed police arrested a young man at a tea shop in Inn Ywa
Thit and another at a tea shop in Yankin ward, they said. Two female venders were also
arrested.

Security forces also allegedly tried to abduct two young women who were on their way to
the city to distribute anti-coup leaflets, but they escaped, said a member of the Monywa
People’s Strike Committee.

A car pulled up beside the women, who were on a motorcycle, and grabbed them, said a
committee member named Arku.

“After a while, the car broke down, and the girls fell off the motorcycle,” he said. “The girl
who was driving got onto the motorcycle and rode away, while her friend ran into small
alleys and escaped.”

Both women are believed to be uninjured.

RFA was unable to reach junta spokesman Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun for a comment on the
protests.

Number of IDPs grows

The junta has cracked down on its opponents through attacks on peaceful protesters,
arrests, and beatings and killings. The military regime has also attacked opposition
strongholds with helicopter gunships, fighter jets, and troops that burn villages they
accuse of supporting anti-junta militias.

As of Tuesday, nearly 1,570 people had been killed since the coup and almost 12,300
arrested, according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, a human rights
organization based in Mae Sot, Thailand.

Meanwhile, nearly 823,000 civilians who have been displaced by ongoing conflicts in
various regions of Myanmar as well as by the military coup and its violent aftermath are
in need of food, health care, and warmer clothes and blankets to cope with the cold,
according to a February 15 update issued by the U.N. refugee agency (UNHCR). The
estimated 453,000 civilians who have been displaced since the Feb. 1, 2021, coup come
from ethnic minority states and central regions alike.

The UNHCR said there are about 34,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) in western
Myanmar’s Chin state. But the Chin Human Rights Group and the Chin Affairs Federation
said the actual number is more like 90,000, over 30,000 of whom have fled to Mizoram
state in neighboring India.
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A woman from Hein Zin village in Chin’s Tedim township told RFA that she has cannot
return to her home and that she needs money and food.

“We have a large family and as we have no jobs or income, we have to live on scraps
available from other people's homes,” she said.

A refugee from Demoso township in Kayah state, where fighting between civilian defense
forces and the military has intensified, said she is concerned about her family’s survival.

“If we return home now, we will not be safe,” said the woman, who declined to be
identified for safety reasons. “There are also many dangers on the road, and we will not
be able to stay at home peacefully.”

Salai Za Op Lin, executive director of the Chin Human Rights Organization, said that the
junta’s efforts to hang on to power will lead to even greater numbers of IDPs.

“This is directly related to human rights abuses,” he told RFA. “After the junta came to
power, people were forced to flee for their safety because no one was able to live in their
homes. Therefore, it is certain that the number of IDPs will increase exponentially under
the military. As long as the junta exists, we will suffer more.”

Reported by RFA’s Myanmar Service. Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English
by Roseanne Gerin.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/six-twos-02222022175156.html|

Pregnant Woman Miscarries, 4 Detained as Myanmar Regime Cracks Down on ‘Six Twos’
Protest

By THE IRRAWADDY | 22 February 2022

Myanmar junta forces arrested at least four people including a young protester and forced a
pregnant woman to miscarry in Sagaing Region’s Monywa during a violent crackdown
against a demonstration held as part of the nationwide “Six Twos Revolution” strike on
Tuesday.

A two-months pregnant woman who took part in the strike suffered a miscarriage after
junta forces rammed the motorbike she was on.

On Tuesday morning, plainclothes regime forces tried to ram the protesters with a car on a
road in Monywa City, the capital of Sagaing. The pregnant woman and another young
woman, both in their 20s, were on the motorbike and scattering anti-regime leaflets and
roses.

The pregnant woman lost her child in the afternoon after discharging blood clots, according
to the Monywa Strike Committee.

Before the ramming, a young man was arrested after being shot and wounded in the thigh.
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“When the two women were scattering the anti-regime leaflets, the plainclothes regime
forces tried to hit them with a car. But the car’s tire was punctured. The motorbike fell over
and the rider picked up the bike and drove away, leaving the two women behind,” said the
leader of the Monywa protest committee.

The pregnant woman asked for help from other motorbike riders but they refused to assist
her.

“When she asked for help from another rider and tried to get on, the rider saw the roses in
her hand and pushed her from the bike. Due to that pressure, she lost her pregnancy,” said
the committee leader.

Both women escaped arrest, however.

People across Yangon, Mandalay, Sagaing, Magwe and Tanintharyi regions and Shan and
Karen states joined the “Six Twos Revolution”, a reference to Tuesday’s date, 22.2.2022.

Earlier, people were urged to join a nationwide strike on the one year anniversary of the
“Five Twos” strike on the same day last year, when millions of Myanmar people took to the
streets.

People participated in Tuesday’s strike wearing bamboo and other hats, as well as
Thanakha, a traditional face powder, and holding flowers and bouquets to show their
continued defiance of the military regime.

Some people posted photos of themselves wearing bamboo hats and holding flowers and
shared them on social media.

Young people and activists across all townships continue to defy the junta, said Maung
Seint, a member of the General Strike Committee in Yangon.

He said, “Our people continue to support the anti-regime movement in whatever ways
possible, by clapping and shouting slogans, amid the junta’s oppression. The junta forces
arrest and kill civilians, but we vow to continue our fight to achieve our goals [of restoring
democracy and building a federal union].”

A strike leader in Magwe, the capital of Magwe Region, said, “Today, we people are proving
that we totally reject the military dictatorship. People take part in any strikes they can;
today many have taken part by bravely wearing hats and Thanakha and holding flowers on
the street.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/pregnant-woman-miscarries-4-detained-as-
myanmar-regime-cracks-down-on-six-twos-protest.html
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Soldiers burn 14 houses and kill civilian in Sagaing’s Ai Taung West Village

By Mizzima | 22 February 2022

‘ Junta troops set fire to 14 houses in Ai Taung West
Village in Kani Township, Sagaing Region on 20
February, according to a community leader. He said
that they also killed. a volunteer at the village
monastery.

“They [junta troops] are inhumane. When the head
monk told us to run away, 35-year-old Chaw Tun,
[who was] volunteering in the monastery, remained in
the monastery to look after people. He was stabbed in the neck and kicked down the stairs.

| was very sorry to see the blood on the stairs,” said the local community leader.

The junta’s troops started setting fire to the houses in the village at 6 pm on 20 February.
Fourteen houses and two pig farms were reduced to ashes. Ai Taung West Village is about
18 miles from Kani Township. Almost all of the villagers have now fled the fighting.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/soldiers-burn-14-houses-and-kill-civilian-sagaings-ai-
taung-west-village

Junta troops set fire to Kyakhat village in Sagaing’s Depayin Township

By Mizzima | 22 February 2022

Kyakhat village, about three miles away from the
southern part of Depayin Township in Sagaing
Region, was set on fire by junta troops at 8.30am on
21 February, according to locals.

“They deliberately first set fire to houses upwind
[from the rest of the village] so that the whole
village would burn,” said a member of the local
people defense forces.

The junta troops left Sai Pyin village at around 7 a.m. on 21 February and arrived at Kyakhat
village at 8 a.m. before setting it on fire at 8.30 a.m. Kyakhat village is located between Sai
Pyin village and Depayin town.

Junta troops have already attacked several villages in Sagaing Region’s Depayin Township
using heavy artillery and helicopters, since the beginning of February.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/junta-troops-set-fire-kyakhat-village-sagaings-depayin-
township
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Five resistance fighters killed in junta raid on Khin-U Township defence force base

Among those slain was the leader of a local guerrilla group, whose murder was overheard
on the phone by group members who had managed to escape

Khin Yi Yi Zaw / Moe Oo | Published on Feb 22, 2022

*22 The bodies of defence force members killed in Myo
Thit village, Khin-U Township, are seen on the evening
of February 17 (Supplied)

A Myanmar army column of around 100 soldiers and
plainclothes members of the pro-military Pyu Saw
Htee network raided a base belonging to a local
defence force in Sagaing Region’s Khin-U Township on
Sunday, killing five of the group’s members.

The early morning attack took place near the village of Thayet Kan, two miles outside of
Khin-U town.

Troops arrived at the site at around 5am and started firing artillery one hour later, according
to Taw Kyat Pha, a defence force member who managed to escape the raid. He told
Myanmar Now that among those killed was the group’s 38-year-old leader, Moe Win.

“They didn’t even use regular guns. They just started the attack with heavy weapons. They
also used rifle grenades and 40mm shells,” he said. “They made sure they had the upper
hand. We had to fire back while retreating.”

In addition to Moe Win, the other defence force members killed included Nyan Lin Aung,
aged 18; Yatha, 22; Ko Htet, 26; and Mauk Gyi, 40.

Taw Kyat Pha explained that Moe Win was initially injured after an artillery shell exploded
near him, but he managed to make a phone call to defence force members who had
escaped the attack. During the call, he was captured by the Myanmar army troops, who
subsequently decapitated him.

“They killed him in the cruellest manner. He was left unable to run when he got hit by the
shell and the military beheaded him from behind,” Taw Kyat Pha said.

“We were still on the phone with him when he got killed. We heard the soldiers identify him
and talk about how he was killed,” he added.

The soldiers and Pyu Saw Htee members destroyed the base before leaving; all the residents
of Thayet Kan reportedly fled their homes during the attack.

Surviving defence force members returned to the base that evening. They discovered the
five bodies, including Moe Win’s, who they confirmed had been killed in the manner that
they witnessed during the phone call. They were cremated on Monday afternoon.

Sunday’s raid was the second recent attack on the base in question; it was also targeted by
junta forces on January 25, in an assault that killed seven members of the defence force.
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The military also raided a base of another guerrilla force in neighbouring Myinmu Township
on Sunday near San Din Kin village. The group, which calls itself “Black Eagle,” suffered two
casualties and 10 members—three men and seven women—were arrested.

Black Eagle’s surviving members have reportedly gone into hiding.

During the raid, the junta troops confiscated more than 40 rifles, 12 pistols, five mortar
shells, as well as ammunition and handmade explosives, according to the defence ministry
of the shadow National Unity Government (NUG).

Taw Kyat Pha urged the NUG to support local defence forces with a greater supply of arms.

“I would like for the NUG to find out what’s actually going on here. The people in Sagaing
are not immortal,” he told Myanmar Now. “We’re wagering our own lives because we love
our country so much.”

“We are losing so many good men just because we don’t have proper weapons. That’s why
we need their help,” he added.

The NUG has reportedly not responded to this request.

Despite being outgunned by the Myanmar army, local defence forces in Sagaing have issued
significant challenges to the military, but suffered a number of casualties during recent
battles in Khin-U, Kanbalu and Htigyaing townships.

Some 14 members of a village defence force in Myothit, Khin-U Township, were gunned
down last week after plainclothes junta forces lured them into an open field before opening
fire.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/five-resistance-fighters-killed-in-junta-raid-on-
khin-u-township-defence-force-base

Junta forces raped three detainees in Mandalay interrogation centre, student activists say

Soldiers sexually assaulted one woman and two men while they were detained in
Mandalay Palace, according to an ABFSU statement

Maung Shwe Wah / Mary Hnin | Published on Feb 22, 2022

An anti-dictatorship protest by the ABFSU in
Mandalay on April 3, 2021 (EPA)

Myanmar army soldiers raped one woman and two
men in a junta interrogation centre inside Mandalay
Palace, according to a statement released by the All
Burma Federation of Student Unions (ABFSU) on
Saturday.

or the dates of the alleged sexual assaults.
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The woman described in the statement is an ABFSU member, a spokesperson for the
organisation told Myanmar Now.

“The woman that was raped has several injuries and has been denied medical attention,”
the spokesperson said. “We heard that she was also being held alone in an isolation cell at
Obo Prison.”

She is said to have been interrogated for months at the centre and has been denied visits
with her family or a lawyer, even since her transfer to Obo, a notorious Mandalay-based
prison.

The two men are reportedly not student activists.

ABFSU is continuing to gather information on the cases, including from sources inside Obo
Prison, the organisation’s spokesperson said.

Voice of Mandalay 3, a Facebook page exposing alleged rights abuses by the military in
Mandalay, reported last Friday that a female member of ABFSU who had arrived at Obo
Prison at the end of last year had suffered multiple injuries due to a rape in junta custody.
Citing testimony from other detainees at the interrogation centre, the page also reported
that two men had been raped.

The victims were reportedly blindfolded when the assaults took place.
Myanmar Now is continuing to gather more information on the alleged crimes.

In January, Myanmar Now reported that junta troops had sexually assaulted three men in
their 20s with bamboo sticks during their interrogation at Mandalay Palace after their
arrests in July and September. The men, all ABFSU members, were denied medical help
following the attacks.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-forces-raped-three-detainees-in-mandalay-
interrogation-centre-student-activists-say

Junta-Appointed Chief Minister Attacked For Sixth Time in Upper Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 22 February 2022

A motorcade carrying the junta-appointed Sagaing Region Chief Minister, U Myat Kyaw, was
attacked with remote-detonated mines by resistance groups on Sunday, resulting in
casualties, according to local residents.

The North Yamar People’s Defense Force (PDF) reportedly ambushed the chief minister’s
motorcade in a rural area of Yinmabin Township, where anti-regime resistance groups are
especially active.

Sunday’s attack was the sixth of its kind targeting the Sagaing Chief Minister’s motorcade.
Military regime troops searched nearby villages following the ambush.

Local residents confirmed the attack.
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“It is true that Chief Minister U Myat Kyaw’s motorcade was attacked when he was
travelling from Monywa to attend the opening ceremony of an oxygen plant in Yinmabin.
The attack happened near Poe Win Hill [10 kilometers southeast of Yinmabin]. There might
have been casualties. We saw vehicles carrying injured people,” said a Yinmabin resident.U
Myat Kyaw was travelling to attend the opening of an oxygen plant at Yinmabin People’s
Hospital, as well as to offer robes to Buddhist monks at a local monastery, according to
Yinmabin PDFs.However, the Chief Minister escaped the attack. He reportedly returned to
Monywa by military helicopter.

Resistance groups in Sagaing Region including Triple Two Guerrilla, Chindwin Galone Yarzar
Guerrilla Defense Force, Alpha Special Force, Yinmabin PDF and Monywa Truth of Force also
attacked a six-vehicle junta convoy with mines on Sunday at noon in Yinmabin. One of the
vehicles plunged off the road and went up in flames in the attack.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/junta-appointed-chief-minister-attacked-for-
sixth-time-in-upper-myanmar.html

Heavy Casualties Force Burma Army to Deploy 300 of its Border Guard Force militia to
KNLA Brigade 5 to Defend its Supply Routes

Karen National Liberation Army sources confirmed the Burma Army has ordered 300
Border Guard Force (BGF) militia to its Brigade 5, Northern Karen State. KNLA officials
told Karen News the Burma Army has deployed the BGF to secure supply routes it is using
to transport its munitions and food supplies to its frontline bases.

Karen News | 22 February 2022

Colonel Saw Htoo Ka Shaw, tactical commander of the KNLA Brigade 5, told Karen News the
Burma Army is using the BGF to reinforce its depleted troop numbers because of the high
casualties it suffered in recent fighting.

“The Burma Army now needs to send weapons and food rations to Papun [its front line
bases] because many of its soldiers were killed. If the Burma Army does not resupply its
frontlines it will lead to problems with its soldiers.”

Colonel Saw Htoo Ka Shaw said that nearly 900 BGF troops were previously based in the
KNLA Brigade 5 area and an additional 300 reinforcements have now arrived in the Yan
Aung area. Instead of using the former stone-paved roads, they are now building a new road
with heavy machinery they brought in to send weapons and food rations.

KNU sources told Karen News the Burma Army is now strengthening its forces in an attempt
to destroy the KNLA in the Brigade 5 area, and the KNLA estimates Burma Army battalions in
the area have increased from 28 to 32 with four additional battalions, bringing up the
number of total troops to around 4,000 soldiers.

Fighting in the KNLA Brigade 5 area is now daily. Civilians in Papun Town are fleeing from
the town due to the escalation of the conflict. More than one 100 civil servants who
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continued serving under the military-appointed State Administrative Council (SAC) have
evacuated Papun Town following a warning letter from the KNU, issued in late January,
2022.

Not all BGF soldiers are happy with their new orders. Brigadier General Saw Mote Thon,
commander of BGF Battalion no. 1022, speaking at a recent Kyon Doe Township Bonfire
Festival said he could not accept the increased casualties of BGF soldiers and the escalation
of fighting in Brigade 1 and 5 areas. Brigadier General Saw Mote Thon said he didn’t want
more fighting to intensify in Karen State.

Critics of Brigadier General Saw Mote Thon said his comments were not genuine and his
stance of wanting peace is only on the surface and his real self-interest is his businesses,
including running gambling and a casino complex in areas under his control.

According to a monthly report by the KNU, during the first month of January 2022, there
were 322 clashes between the KNLA and the combined troops of the Burma Army and the
BGF, resulting in 194 Burma Army and BGF soldiers killed and 201 injured.

https://karennews.org/2022/02/heavy-casualties-force-burma-army-to-deploy-300-of-its-
border-guard-force-militia-to-knla-brigade-5-to-defend-its-supply-routes/

‘Nothing is good’: Nay Pyi Taw’s quiet streets belie resentment of regime
FEBRUARY 22, 2022 | By FRONTIER

Since the coup, security forces have protected the wealthy and well-connected in the
capital, and left everyone else to deal with a rising crime wave on their own.

State security forces in the nation’s capital have largely kept protesters off the streets, but
they’ve been less successful at combating what residents say is a surge in crime due to
poverty and desperation.

The coup’s greatest impact on ordinary life in Nay Pyi Taw seems to be the devastated
economy and the problems that come with it. Political instability and conflict due to the
February 1, 2021 putsch have paralysed the banking sector, sent the value of the kyat
plummeting, and prompted many foreign investors to head for the exits.

“It's become harder to make a living since the military staged a coup,” said a woman from
Zabuthiri Township’s Wunna Thedi ward, adding she is seeing rising levels of property theft
throughout the city.

Her own motorbike was stolen in mid-January, despite being locked up with a metal chain.
She has filed a complaint to police but said she has little hope of getting it back.

“Anecdotes about theft and robbery from all over the city are being posted more and more
on Facebook. You see it on the local news, too,” she added.

Frontier was unable to request crime statistics from the police for security reasons. But
locals agree that soldiers and police seem to have little interest in stopping or solving petty
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crime: they are focused instead on ensuring protests don’t return, and on protecting
themselves, their bosses and wealthy retired generals from armed resistance.

In the so-called “Row of Six Mansions”, where the palatial homes of the Tatmadaw’s retired
leaders line Taw Win Yadanar Road in Pobbathiri Township, security officials have installed
themselves behind sandbag bunkers. Each of the three entrances to Taw Win Yadanar Road
are cordoned off in barbed-wire, and nobody can enter without permission.

The street is currently home to former dictator and retired senior general U Than Shwe,
former military-aligned president U Thein Sein and U Shwe Mann, a former general and MP,
among others.

Soldiers and police are similarly staked out at major junctions throughout the city where
protests were held immediately after the coup, despite residents describing the capital as
generally free of political protests or violence over the past year.

“We do not hear bombs exploding like in other parts of Myanmar — we don’t have to worry
about that so much,” a resident of Pyinmana Township said. “But we have to be vigilant
about thieves.”

Do not enter

Immediately after the military launched its coup by detaining recently elected MPs and top
officials from the National League for Democracy as they prepared to convene for the
inaugural session of the new parliament, it turned its attention to locking down the capital.
By 6am, police and soldiers were stationed at the city’s major junctions and gathering
places.

Four days later, on February 5, residents gathered at the Thapyaygone Roundabout, located
along the Pyinmana-Taungnyo Road in Zabuthiri, for Nay Pyi Taw’s first public protests
against military rule. Four days after that, a soldier shot into the crowd and killed 20-year-
old Ma Mya Thwe Thwe Khine, the first known casualty of the burgeoning national protest
movement. By the end of February, protests in the capital had been

Today, five police trucks remain permanently deployed at the protest site, and a section of
the Pyinmana-Taungnyo Road surrounding it is blocked off with barbed wire. Only military
vehicles are permitted to pass.

“There are no more public protests. | don’t know why the Thapyaygone Roundabout is still
closed,” said a frustrated Zabuthiri resident, who also works nearby within the township.
“It’s very inconvenient for the people that have to go around to the other road [to get to
work].”

The barricade was briefly removed during Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen’s visit in early
January and replaced by Cambodian flags, but the barbed wire returned immediately upon
his departure.
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The streets in front of the Shwenatha football ground at the main entrance to the township
— also the site of protests in the weeks after the coup — remain blocked as well. Cars cannot
enter, and motorbikers and cyclists must get off and push their vehicles by hand after
showing proof of their destination at military-manned checkpoints.

But the military’s presence is perhaps most heavily felt in areas surrounding government
buildings, including the Pyinmana-Taungnyo Road entrance to Pyigyizaya Street, which is
home to the residences of many senior government and parliamentary officials, including
the President’s House. All are now occupied by regime leaders and appointees, safely
ensconced in stately homes sheltered from the economic devastation outside.

Like at the football grounds, since mid-February cars are barred from entering and
motorbikers and cyclists must show proof of their destination to armed guards stationed by
the nearby Food and Drug Administration office. If allowed to pass, they must then push
their vehicles by hand.

One of two entrances to the national parliament, the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, has been
permanently closed, while security has been stepped up at the other. Only civil servants
employed in the hluttaw are allowed to enter.

“The number of security guards has increased,” said one woman, a former hluttaw staffer
who worked for two months after the coup before quitting to join the Civil Disobedience
Movement. “In the past, they never checked our lunches. After the coup they would open
everyone’s lunch boxes and check them.”

On days that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi appears in court, beginning around 8am, soldiers and
police guard the roads around the Nay Pyi Taw Council building, where she and deposed
president U Win Myint are being tried in a special court. The regime has not disclosed where
Aung San Suu Kyi is being held, and no one knows the route she travels to the court.

Security is tightened even further on the days when sentences are handed down. Three
police trucks are deployed along the road leading to the Dekkhina district court.

Security is also tight at the toll gate at Shwe Pyi Taw that marks the main entrance to the
capital. Officials check all passengers, whether in public buses or private cars, inspecting
their IDs and the recommendation letters from ward and village tract administrators that
are required to enter the capital. Sometimes they ask questions and search travellers’
belongings.

Aung San Suu Kyi has already been sentenced to six years’ imprisonment on five separate
charges and still faces at least 12 further cases that could carry a prison term of more than
100 years. Win Myint has been sentenced to two years on two separate charges and faces
another six cases.

Ward administrators have also stepped up the checking of guest lists in the city’s hostels
and dormitories, and hosting visitors has become increasingly difficult.

“Our dormitory’s family lists have been checked twice already, but we haven’t heard of any
searches or arrests,” a dormitory owner in Zabuthiri’s Thapyaygone ward told Frontier.
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The only places that seem free from barbed wire and permanent police patrols are in
neighbouring Pyinmana, a town that predates the creation of Nay Pyi Taw.

Here, protests were so comprehensively crushed in the aftermath of the coup that a
permanent, visible security presence is no longer needed.

Patrols were initially heaviest around the Rose Roundabout on Yazahtani Road, where some
of the first protests in Nay Pyi Taw were held, but they disappeared around May last year.
Likewise at the township’s No. 1 Basic Education High School, another former protest site.

“There aren’t really any places in Pyinmana where security police are permanently stationed
anymore,” one resident told Frontier. “They only patrol at about 7pm and 8pm.”

‘Like the coup never happened’

Like just about everywhere else in Myanmar these days, Nay Pyi Taw has local armed
resistance groups, including People’s Defence Forces aligned with the National Unity
Government, but attacks in the capital have been much rarer than in some other parts of
the country.

One 20-year-old who left her home in Pyinmana in April 2021 to join a rural PDF in a so-
called “liberated area” under the control of an armed group, said PDFs could not expect
much support from the capital’s residents.

“People in Nay Pyi Taw live their lives as if politics doesn’t matter. They don’t support the
PDFs [financially], even though they could,” she said. “In this liberated area, PDF members
have to wait a long time to get their hands on a weapon.”

The Nay Pyi Taw People’s Defence Force, or NPT-PDF, was formed on May 5, 2021, by
residents of eight Nay Pyi Taw townships. The group claims to have carried out eight
operations since its founding, between August and October, killing 39 soldiers and losing
two of their own.

Verifying these numbers is nearly impossible, however, and many observers believe PDFs
are inflating the number of soldiers they’ve killed while downplaying the number of fighters
they’ve lost. What is certain is that attacks have been fewer in the capital than elsewhere in
the country — likely owing to the military’s near-total lockdown of the city.

“There are a lot of checks at the Nay Pyi Taw toll gate. When | left Nay Pyi Taw, | was
checked carefully. It's more difficult to carry out operations in Nay Pyi Taw than anywhere
else,” the 20-year-old PDF fighter said.

Official spokespersons for the NPT-PDF refused to speak to the media for “security
reasons.”

The group has allied itself with PDFs in Demoso, Moebye, Pekon, Shan Taung and Loikaw —
all in neighbouring Kayah and southern Shan states — according to an August 2021
statement the group posted on its Facebook page.
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The NPT-PDF said it welcomed soldiers who wish to defect from the military, and will
provide them with rewards and necessary security assistance. Other PDFs and armed groups
have similarly offered rewards to soldiers and police who defect with their weapons.

However, the shift to armed resistance seems to have had minimal impact on the daily lives
of residents in the capital.

“In Nay Pyi Taw now, it’s like the coup never happened. Children are attending schools.
Restaurants are full of customers,” said a man who owns a shop in Pyinmana selling second-
hand phones. But that doesn’t mean the city has escaped the economic troubles plaguing
the rest of the country, he added.

“People are suffering economically. | used to display over 50 phones in my shop but now |
can no longer afford so many,” he said.

Indeed, economic hardship —and the troubles that come with it — emerged as the major
theme in conversations with residents around the city. The World Bank says the economy
likely contracted by 18 percent last year, and is barely expected to grow in 2022-23.

“With so many people’s livelihoods hurt, many are turning to theft,” the Pyinmana
Township resident said. “There are also more gambling dens now.”

“Nay Pyi Taw is silent [of fighting and protests]. Whether this is because people are afraid or
because they’re just getting used to living this way, | don’t know,” said a 40-year-old woman
who lives in the Thapyaygone area. “But under military dictator Min Aung Hlaing, life isn’t
easy for anyone — under him, nothing is good.”

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/nothing-is-good-nay-pyi-taws-quiet-streets-belie-

resentment-of-regime/

Myanmar Junta Turns to China for Help Policing Internet Use
By BERTIL LINTNER | 22 February 2022

Since the coup on Feb. 1 last year, Myanmar has earned the dubious distinction of being the
world’s second worst jailer of journalists after China. The Committee to Protect Journalists
(CPJ) stated in a December report that at least 26 journalists had been imprisoned in
Myanmar for their reporting since the takeover, compared with none behind bars in 2020,
adding that “the actual number of jailed journalists in Myanmar may be much higher than
CPJ's tally. Many news organizations are reluctant to identify their detained freelancers,
stringers, and other non-staff reporters they rely on for news, photographs, and video, due
to concerns they could face harsher penalties if they are found to be associated with their
news outlets.” According to a report issued in February this year by Reporters Without
Borders, as many as 60 media workers are currently held in Myanmar. Many have been
tortured in custody and at least three have been murdered by junta soldiers.

Turning to China
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But when those brutal measures did not halt the flow of information to people in and
outside the country, the junta turned to a logical and experienced partner for censorship
and surveillance assistance: China. At the end of last year, security officials in the region
found out that Chinese internet technicians were helping their Myanmar counterparts
develop blocking and monitoring capabilities. The aim, they say, is to establish firm and
effective control over what can and cannot be accessed online in Myanmar, similar to the
infamous “Great Firewall of China”, which China’s security officials have used for years to
police online activities of known dissidents and even identify anonymous users.

In essence, it means that the authorities would be able to block access to selected foreign
websites and to slow down internet traffic in and out of the country. Among foreign internet
tools that have been blocked in China are Google Search, Facebook, Twitter and Wikipedia;
that has been done by using hardware from Huawei and Semptian, two major Chinese
service providers. It is unclear whether the same hardware is being used in Myanmar, but, if
that is the case, it would make it possible for China’s security services to tap into the
Myanmar military’s computers and collect sensitive and classified information that would
have been hard to come by with only human intelligence.

China has every reason to watch not only Myanmar’s dissidents but also the often
unpredictable generals, whom they do not fully trust, and that is actually not new.
Technicians working for companies close to the Ministry of State Security (MSS), China’s
main intelligence agency, are known to have been hacking into the computers and
databases of the state-owned Myanmar Post and Telecommunications, a major internet
service provider and operator of mobile phones also used by the military, and that has been
going on for years.

The close relationship between Chinese hackers and the MSS was revealed when two US-
based hackers, Li Xiaoyu and Dong Jiazhi, were indicted in Spokane, Washington on July 7,
2020. According to court documents, they had on behalf of the Chinese government “gained
unauthorized access to computers around the world and stole terabytes of data.” Apart
from collecting information from a host of Western countries, among them the US,
Australia, Germany, the Netherlands, Sweden, Spain and Britain, the indictment states that
they “provided the MSS with email accounts and passwords belonging to a Hong Kong
community organizer, the pastor of a Chinese church in Xi’an, and a dissident and former
Tiananmen Square protestor...and the office of the Dalai Lama.” Curiously, the MSS, the
court document says, provided Li with malware to help him compromise “the mail server of
a Burmese [Myanmar] human rights group.” The identity of that human rights group was
not revealed during the hearings in Spokane, but it shows to what length MSS and its
hackers are going to monitor a wide variety of governmental as well as civilian actors in
countries of interest.

Alarming developments

For the Myanmar public, the most alarming aspect of these developments is that Chinese
technicians have been training junta operatives to obtain information on political dissidents
and protesters, including how to bypass Virtual Private Networks, or VPNs, and monitor SMS
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traffic on mobile phones. As The Irrawaddy reported on Jan. 24, the junta banned social
media after last year’s coup, including Twitter, Instagram and Facebook, but people
continued to access those sites using VPNs. Then the junta presented the draft for a new
cybersecurity law that would give it the right to imprison anyone who accesses banned sites
with the help of VPNs. According to a Feb. 11 Al Jazeera report, the junta has increased
taxation of the telecom sector leading to prices being doubled in the past two months—and
thus making it expensive and more difficult for ordinary people to use the internet
altogether.

The draft law, The Irrawaddy reported, “would grant the junta unlimited power to access
user data, ban content it dislikes, restrict internet providers and intercept data, and
imprison those criticizing the regime online and employees of non-compliant companies.”
Recent reports of random arrests in Yangon and Mandalay of people who have used VPNs
also show that the Chinese-installed firewall is working. While it is difficult to see exactly
what a VPN user has accessed, the firewall will reveal who is using it and if that is against
the law, the user could be arrested.

If the Chinese experience is anything to go by, there are ways around all those repressive
measures, there are ways users have managed to bypass the rules. In 2017, the Chinese
government declared all unauthorized VPN services to be illegal and there, as in Myanmar,
people have been arrested for using them. But, as writer Daniel Anderson pointed out in
technology publication ACM Queue as early as 2012, the basic censorship circumvention
strategy is to use proxy nodes and encrypt the data. Bypassing the firewall in China is known
as fangiang, or “climb over the wall”. Freegate, Ultrasurf, Psiphon and Lantern are free
software that can be used to bypass Internet censorship firewalls using an HTTP proxy
server combined with encryption protocols. Some people are using SIM cards from foreign
countries to access VPNs and there are also certain VPNs which still work in China.

According to Reporters Without Borders, China may have exported Internet surveillance
technology not only to Myanmar but also Cuba, Iran, Vietnam, Zimbabwe and Belarus.
Roskomnadzor Agency, the Russian state’s agency for monitoring, controlling and censoring
mass media, is also known to have at least in the past collaborated with Chinese firewall
officials. But in none of those countries has the firewall been 100 percent effective, which
goes to show that the technology is not perfect or without loopholes.

Exactly how Myanmar’s military authorities are going to use its firewall and enforce those
new laws remains to be seen. But given the number of VPN users in Myanmar who would
have to be identified and monitored, and the limited knowhow of the junta’s own internet
technicians, it is hard to imagine that tech-savvy young people will not find their own ways
of “climbing over the wall”. Recent arrests may just be attempts at intimidating the public
by picking up a few unlucky users. Once a country has opened its doors to the outside world
via cyberspace, it cannot close them again. And the Myanmar junta may be playing with fire
when it comes to using imported technologies such as the Chinese firewall. As we have
seen, China’s security agencies will be spying on them too.
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/myanmar-junta-turns-to-china-for-
help-policing-internet-use.html

UN expert raps China, Russia for arming Myanmar despite ‘atrocity crimes’

UN Special Rapporteur Tom Andrews demands a halt to arms flows, and sanctions to cut
revenues for the junta.

By Paul Eckert | 2022.02.22

This handout picture taken on June 22, 2021 and
released by the Russian Defence Ministry on June
23, 2021, shows Russian Defense Minister Sergei
Shoigu (L) and Commander-in-Chief of Myanmar's
armed forces, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing as
they walk past the honor guard prior to their talks in
Moscow. Russian Defense Ministry / AFP

UN Security Council members China and Russia
have continued to provide Myanmar's military junta with weapons used to attack civilians
a year after a coup deposed the elected government, a U.N. rights expert said Tuesday.

In a report to the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva, Tom Andrews called on the UN
Security Council to impose a ban on transfers of arms that can be used against civilians in
the Southeast Asian country.

“Despite the evidence of the military junta’s atrocity crimes being committed with impunity
since launching a coup last year, UN Security Council members Russia and China continue to
provide the Myanmar military junta with numerous fighter jets, armored vehicles, and in the
case of Russia, the promise of further arms,” Andrews said in a statement.

“During this same period, Serbia has authorized rockets and artillery for export to the
Myanmar military,” said the former U.S. Congressman, who serves as UN Special
Rapporteur on the situation of Human Rights in Myanmar.

“It should be incontrovertible that weapons used to kill civilians should no longer be
transferred to Myanmar. These transfers truly shock the conscience,” Andrews said.

“Stopping the junta’s atrocity crimes begins with blocking their access to weapons. The
more the world delays, the more innocent people, including children, will die in
Myanmar,” he added.

Noting that the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution last June calling got a halt to
arms flows, Andrews called for the convening of an emergency Security Council session to
pass a resolution to “at minimum, ban those arms transfers that the Myanmar military
are known to use to attack and kill Myanmar civilians.”
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The report, titled Enabling Atrocities: UN Member States’ Arms Transfers to the Myanmar
Military, said China had transferred fighter jets, while Russia had supplied drones, two
types of fighter jets, and two kinds of armored vehicles, Serbia had sold rockets and
artillery shells to the Myanmar military.

While those three countries were the only ones found to have sold weapons to the junta
since the Feb. 1, 2021 coup, the report said Belarus, Israel, India, Pakistan, South Korea,
and Ukraine had also transferred arms to Myanmar in recent years.

Reuters news agency quoted China's foreign ministry spokesperson, Wang Wenbin, as
responding to the report by saying Beijing "has always advocated that all parties and
factions should proceed in the long-term interests of the country" and "resolve
contradictions through political dialogue.”

The junta has cracked down on its opponents through attacks on peaceful protesters,
arrests, and beatings and killings. The military regime has also attacked opposition
strongholds with helicopter gunships, fighter jets, and troops that burn villages they
accuse of supporting anti-junta militias.

As of Tuesday, nearly 1,570 people had been killed since the coup and almost 12,300
arrested, according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, a human rights
organization based in Thailand.

Andrews in his report also called on UN members to work together to cut the junta’s
revenue flows from oil and gas, timber and gemstones. The U.S. Britain and Canada have
imposed trade sanctions on Myanmar junta figures and military-linked companies.

“If the revenues necessary to maintain such a military are reduced, the junta’s capacity to
assault and terrorize the people of Myanmar will diminish,” Andrews said.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/un-weapons-02222022192809.html

Cobra Gold Military Exercise Kicks Off in Thailand Without Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 22 February 2022

For the second year in a row Myanmar will not observe the Cobra Gold joint military
exercise, which has kicked off in Thailand with military personnel from the US, China, India,
Indonesia, South Korea and Australia taking part.

The exercise will last until March 5. About 2,000 Thai and 1,200 US troops will be involved in
field and humanitarian assistance drills.

After Myanmar began opening up to the outside world in 2012 Myanmar was for a number
of years invited by Thailand to observe the annual exercise. This proved controversial as
Myanmar’s armed forces, known as the Tatmadaw, never implemented any reforms. The
controversy was sharpened in 2018 after the Myanmar military’s brutal crackdown on
Rohingya Muslims in Rakhine State the previous year shocked the world. Thailand’s decision
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to invite the Tatmadaw to observe Cobra Gold that year drew criticism, including in the US,
whose government labeled the operation against the Rohingya ethnic cleansing.

Since staging a coup against Myanmar’s elected government in February 2021, the
Tatmadaw has committed atrocities and human rights violations throughout the strife-torn
country, prompting the West and some neighboring countries to condemn the regime. The
US has imposed sanctions on military leaders, family members and business tycoons who
have close relations with the military. The military ousted the elected civilian government
and has detained government leaders and politicians.

Launched in 1982, Cobra Gold is the world’s longest-running multinational military exercise
and is seen as a platform for the US to forge alliances in Asia at a time of increasing
competition with China.

This year, the exercises will not feature the usual live-fire drills, amphibious landings and
evacuation operations. Also absent, according to officials, will be the iconic cobra-blood
drinking ritual that gives the wargames their name, according to The Bangkok Post.

Thai Defense Ministry Spokesman General Kongcheep Tantravanich said the exclusion of
Myanmar, previously a Cobra Gold observer, for the second consecutive year was not
related to the crisis in the country since last year’s Feb. 1 military coup.

Meanwhile, the isolated regime in Naypyitaw announced that it will send the Myanmar
warship Sinphyushin to the Indian Ocean to take part in the India-led Multilateral Naval
Exercise (MILAN-2022). The exercise will last from Feb. 25 to March 4.

A junta state-run paper claimed that a total of 24 warships from 16 countries—India,
Myanmar, Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, Vietnam, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,
Australia, the US, Britain, South Korea, Japan, France and Seychelles—will join the activity
and a related seminar.

The US, UK and France have condemned the coup in Myanmar.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/cobra-gold-military-exercise-kicks-off-in-
thailand-without-myanmar.html

Myanmar Junta Asks UN's Top Court to Drop Rohingya Genocide Case at Hearing in The
Hague

By AFP | 22 February 2022

Myanmar hit out Monday at a genocide case brought against it by Gambia for alleged
persecution of Rohingya Muslims, urging the UN’s highest court to drop the claim on legal
grounds.

Gambia dragged Myanmar before the International Court of Justice (ICJ) in 2019, accusing
the predominantly Buddhist country of genocide against the Rohingya Muslim minority after
a bloody 2017 military crackdown.
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When the case opened in December 2019, Myanmar’s State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi personally represented the country at the Hague-based ICJ, but she was ousted as the
Asian country’s civilian leader in a military coup last year.

The Nobel peace laureate, who faced criticism from rights groups for her involvement in the
case, is now under house arrest and on trial by the same generals she defended in The
Hague.

“Myanmar is... not seeking to impede the judicial process of the court,” its agent Ko Ko
Hlaing told the judges in the imposing courtroom at the Peace Palace in The Hague.

“On the contrary it is seeking to answer the proper administration of justice,” Myanmar’s
international cooperation minister said.

EU sanctions

Both Ko Ko Hlaing, who was in court, and Myanmar’s attorney general Thida Oo, who was
attending virtually, have already been hit with US sanctions over the coup.

And on Monday the European Union added 22 officials from the junta, taking the total to
65, and four companies tied to the regime, making 10 overall, to the bloc’s sanctions list.

Among those targeted were the ministers for investment, industry and information, officials
at the election commission and senior members of the military.

“The European Union is deeply concerned by the continuing escalation of violence in
Myanmar and the evolution towards a protracted conflict with regional implications,” the
bloc said in a statement.

“Since the military coup, the situation has continuously and gravely deteriorated.”
‘Proxy applicant’

Christopher Staker, another lawyer for Myanmar, said the ICJ did not have jurisdiction
because it was not a case brought by two states, as required by the ICJ’s statutes.

“The application is inadmissible because the real applicant in these proceedings is the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation,” Staker said.

He accused Gambia of “not acting in it own rights... but stepping in on behalf... of the OIC,”
referring to the 57-member body set up in 1969 to represent global Muslim interests.

It was only after the OIC proposed that the case should be brought against Myanmar at the
ICJ that Gambia agreed to step forward, not the other way around, Staker argued.

Set up after World War I, the ICJ rules in disputes between states, and bases its findings
mainly on international treaties and conventions.

“The OIC is an international organization, not a state,” Staker noted.
“It cannot be possible for an international organization to bring a case before the court by

using a state as a proxy applicant,” he said, adding, “The Gambia has never objected to this.”
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The ICJ made a provisional order in January 2020 that Myanmar must take “all measures” to
prevent the alleged genocide of the Rohingya while the years-long proceedings are under
way.

While its rulings are binding, the court has no real means to enforce them.
Bloody crackdown
Gambia will make its counter-arguments on Wednesday.

Around 850,000 Rohingya from Myanmar are languishing in camps in neighboring
Bangladesh while another 600,000 Rohingya remain in Myanmar’s southwestern Rakhine
State.

The Rohingya case at the ICJ has been complicated by the coup that ousted Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi and her civilian government and triggered mass protests and a bloody military
crackdown. More than 1,500 civilians have been killed, according to a local monitoring

group.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi now faces trial herself in Myanmar on a raft of charges that could see
her jailed for more than 150 years.

Ahead of the hearing, the shadow National Unity Government (NUG) dominated by
lawmakers from Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s ousted National League for Democracy said that
the NUG, not the junta, “is the proper representative of Myanmar at the ICJ in the case”.

It also rejects Myanmar’s preliminary objections, saying the hearings for these should be
canceled and the court should quickly get down to the hearing of the substantive case.

The NUG holds no territory and has not been recognized by any foreign government, and
has been declared a “terrorist” organization by the junta.

Gambia accuses Myanmar of breaching the 1948 UN genocide convention.
It says its case is backed by the 57-nation OIC, Canada and the Netherlands.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-asks-uns-top-court-to-drop-
rohingya-genocide-case-at-hearing-in-the-hague.html

UN court’s decision to allow junta to represent Myanmar in Rohingya genocide case
branded a ‘disgrace’

Myanmar’s widely supported National Unity Government wanted to represent the
country but the court refused

Myanmar Now | Published on Feb 22, 2022

Just 12 days before State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi was detained by the military last
February, she signed off on a 250-page document submitted to the UN’s top court arguing
that a case accusing Myanmar of genocide against the Rohingya should be thrown out.
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ICJ judges seen during a January 2020 hearing for Myanmar’s
case at The Hague (EPA)

The exhaustive list of preliminary objections confirmed that
Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy (NLD)
administration was committed to defending the military’s
campaign of mass murder, rape, torture and arson in

Rakhine State in 2017.

Now, after the military junta has spent the past year committing similar atrocities
throughout Myanmar in its bid to stamp out the uprising against its rule, NLD officials
working for Myanmar’s underground administration have reversed their official position.

“We have withdrawn the preliminary objections that were submitted before the coup. They
are no longer relevant,” Zin Mar Aung, the National Unity Government’s (NUG) foreign
affairs minister and an ousted NLD MP, told a press conference at The Hague via videolink
on Monday.

It remains to be seen whether the NLD’s newfound sense of solidarity with the Rohingya will
endure if the party returns to power.

The military’s nationwide campaign of terror appears to have inspired newfound sympathy
for the gorup within the party, whose members and officials have suffered some of the
junta’s most brutal treatment. But the primary reason for this change of heart is that the
NUG is determined to deny the junta any form of international legitimacy.

Monday’s press briefing came just before the International Court of Justice (ICJ) held its first
hearings in the Rohingya genocide case since the coup. The NUG wanted its own official to
represent the state of Myanmar in the case, something that would have bolstered its efforts
to be taken seriously around the world as the country’s only legitimate government.

“The judges of the International Court must determine who has the duty to speak for
Myanmar in this case,” Zin Mar Aung said at the briefing. “They face a choice — between the
people’s government and the same military who inflicted so much suffering on our Rohingya
sisters and brothers.”

The court chose the latter, allowing junta-approved lawyers and officials to defend the case.
Judge Joan Donoghue defended that decision during the hearing, arguing that “the parties
to a contentious case before the court are states, not particular governments.”

The ICJ held its first public hearings on the preliminary
objections raised by Myanmar on Monday (ICJ)

But other legal experts are unconvinced, and support
the NUG’s argument that letting the junta represent
Myanmar undermines the fight for justice and
democracy in the country.
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“The junta is not the government of Myanmar, it does not represent the State of Myanmar,
and it is dangerous for the Court to allow it to present itself as such,” said Chris Sidoti, one
of three international experts who make up the Special Advisory Council for Myanmar (SAC-
M) advocacy group.

Sidoti, an expert in international human rights law, worked for a UN fact finding mission
whose report on the 2017 atrocities argued that the military acted with “genocidal intent”.
The report has played a prominent role in several international attempts to hold the
perpetrators of the violence to account, including the case brought at the ICJ.

“The junta leaders orchestrated the genocidal atrocities against the Rohingya — the subject
of this case — and are the cause of the current violence and suffering in the country,” Sidoti
added. “They are trying to entrench themselves as leaders of Myanmar, including by
claiming international recognition. If they succeed, the chances of the Rohingya and all
peoples of Myanmar achieving justice where it matters — on the ground in Myanmar — will
be severely diminished.”

Yanghee Lee, a former UN human rights envoy to Myanmar and also a member of SAC-M,
said the NUG was the only entity with the authority to represent Myanmar. “These hearings,
with the junta claiming to represent Myanmar, are a disgrace,” she said.

Allowing the junta to send its officials on behalf of Myanmar was causing an unnecessary
delay in the case, she added.

“The NUG... has withdrawn the preliminary objections. Those objections are the focus of
these hearings and will require several months of deliberation by the judges. The Court
should instead recognise the NUG’s authority, formally dismiss the objections and move
swiftly to dealing with the actual substance of the case, the atrocities against the Rohingya
people,” she said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/un-courts-decision-to-allow-junta-to-represent-
myanmar-in-rohingya-genocide-case-branded-a

In ‘significant’ move, EU imposes sanctions on Myanmar state-owned oil and gas
company

The action makes the European bloc the first international entity to introduce such a
measure, since previous sanctions have excluded Myanmar’s oil and gas industry

Tin Htet Paing | Published on Feb 22, 2022

People in Tanintharyi Region's Launglon Township
demand sanctions on MOGE in January (Blood Money
Campaign)

The European Union (EU) imposed sanctions on Monday
against a lucrative state-owned oil and gas company that
has provided major funding to Myanmar’s military, which
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seized power from an elected civilian government in a coup more than a year ago.

The action makes the EU the first international entity to introduce such a measure against
the junta.

It was part of the bloc’s latest punitive measures against companies—both state-owned and
private—as well as 22 officials within the coup regime, bringing the total number of
designated persons to 65 and corporate entities to 10. The EU has also frozen the European
assets of and imposed travel bans on the named individuals.

“The European Union is deeply concerned by the continuing escalation of violence in
Myanmar and the evolution towards a protracted conflict with regional implications. Since
the military coup, the situation has continuously and gravely deteriorated,” an EU statement
issued on Monday said.

It also said that the newly designated entities and junta officials—among whom are military
generals—are responsible for or contribute to the junta’s undermining of both democracy
and rule of law in Myanmar.

The four sanctioned companies were the state-owned Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise
(MOGE) and the No. 1 Mining Enterprise (ME1), and two private conglomerates: the Htoo
Group of Companies and International Group of Entrepreneurs (IGE). Both the Htoo Group
and IGE provide support to or work with the junta’s businesses, the EU stated.

In September, the UK government also imposed sanctions against the Htoo Group and its
owner, Myanmar tycoon Tay Za, for providing arms and financial support to the military.

IGE—one of Myanmar’s largest conglomerates, with involvement in the oil and gas, energy,
hotel and banking industries—is owned by two sons of the late Aung Thaung, a retired army
colonel with close ties to leaders of Myanmar’s former ruling junta. He was targeted by US
sanctions in 2014. Another of his sons, Moe Aung, is the junta’s current navy chief.

The MOGE owns stakes in all oil and gas projects in Myanmar through joint partnerships
with foreign energy giants, including France’s Total and the US’s Chevron. Last month, the
two companies, which partially own the Yadana offshore gas project, said they were
withdrawing from the country over concerns surrounding escalating violence in the country
under the coup regime.

Nearly one week later, Australia’s Woodside Energy also announced its withdrawal from all
of its offshore projects, including the A-6 block in the Rakhine Basin. Petronas and
Mitsubishi Corporation also announced their withdrawal from the Yetagun gas project in the
country last week.

Since the Myanmar military took control of MOGE after last year’s coup, it has been earning
considerable revenue through the company’s oil and gas projects, the EU said.

The sanctions on MOGE came after intense campaigning by human rights activists who have
urged foreign governments, notably the US and EU member states, to adopt such measures
in order to cut off the sector’s funding to the military. Myanmar was projected to earn
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2.305t kyat (around US$1.5b) from oil and gas during the current fiscal year, according to an
official forecast made prior to the coup which saw oil and gas accounting for more than 10
percent of total government revenue.

Campaign group Justice For Myanmar (JFM) welcomed the EU’s sanctions on MOGE, which
it described as “the junta’s biggest single source of revenue, responsible for financing its
terror campaign,” and marked the move as a “historic win for grassroots activism
throughout Myanmar and around the world.”

“Sanctions on MOGE are essential to deny the junta the funds it needs to finance its
increasing and intensifying violent attacks against civilians, which amount to war crimes and
crimes against humanity,” JFM spokesperson Yadanar Maung said.

She urged other international governments to follow suit and introduce their own sanctions
on MOGE, as well as other military-controlled businesses and their associates.

“EU sanctions against IGE should send a strong message to POSCO International and Lotte
Hotels & Resorts, which continue to partner with IGE in the Lotte Hotel project, on land
leased from the Office of the Quartermaster General,” she said in a statement, referring to
Korean companies with continued ties to Myanmar’s military and the newly sanctioned
private company IGE.

Burma Campaign UK said the EU’s move is “particularly significant,” as previous sanctions
imposed by the US and EU on Myanmar have excluded the oil and gas industry.

Anna Roberts, the campaign group’s executive director, said in a statement following the
announcement that the EU must now ensure European companies are not helping “to fund
and arm the Burmese military.”

“The European Union must also sanction aviation fuel. Airstrikes by Burmese military jets
and helicopters have forced hundreds of thousands of people from their homes and created
a humanitarian crisis,” she said.

In an interview with news outlet Bloomberg, junta spokesperson Zaw Min Tun downplayed
the EU measures, predicting that the move would not have a substantial impact.

“When it comes to sanctions there are companies that strictly follow them, but there are
also companies that neglect them,” he is quoted as saying. “But there is one thing, we are
likely to face some difficulties in bank transactions, so we have to address some bank issues,
more or less.”

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/in-significant-move-eu-imposes-sanctions-on-
myanmar-state-owned-oil-and-gas-company
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