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With Sale of Aung San Suu Kyi’s Home, Myanmar Junta Seeks to Destroy Democracy Symbol
Myanmar Junta Destroys Medicine and Food Stores for the Displaced in Sagaing
Myanmar military continues air and ground assaults throughout Sagaing Region
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RI$:09060 MGa0:0063:3201820E 32q5000:4 532 2005059
0803E:03E: cayEgps O 65336 060 cayp B:doq
e[enE[B],$00¢0 grod comd$ad[30|RS MR8 326000025 686001 0d:3: 3P
aB:g]|E[BL.505 030530RE 0660MmEBOF0E jo 9§ O °§o§3mq>qeooaf3:

cQ oo

Q Q. e _C ce ooaoo Glje° o
§OOOO(\)C0|§|_°§OOOQC QOCODNCOOO0 063 OO’)(E)CDESCOJO? E? E~D G]QEOGODQPDI

il

S’BQP:S’BEDSOSE%(TSSCYSGPQ
(& [ c c 0 (& (& o o

(9] (8§ (o] o co (o] 8 o o (4§ Qo o
6qo[B|505¢ 328523 00 9§§ 0860:EE00E 6[grE$053 0de[oE:ad: [gpd0n ) B Goosd:
3102€ 06 E80G | qrdanad 8E:039q) 32qp:a2[dn: ABYcdmjad:
6qo[303€ ebemE8020 J q 2039099 gl BFB0gyeps
~ (°]

06607880065 E ©ge0: PDF 03 0060053203E:0305§ 9 [036[$0 0demmEBmadm Go

G0pPeo0[3s 32epea[rsadepy
EOSOQS PDF | §(73 mo&?cﬁqpﬂzsé (98°8o:> 0660mES ooorSE)o
0o ow@leoTegmqé 06 33@@08 [c[3: moe%ﬁ 3% eggoeoms S0 Bgpianes

L

08607E8m [B6:q)8:64): 6IC:09005¢) cpg@me@ugag

E&:qﬁ:eq: G@g:@ggqugag?c‘:: RCSS pgeg §:G@008@03’) cr%cﬁm:cpcﬁs’a{go o) c;ogp{aeagzeg:
C ° [o] '] o4 o4 (o < [ [ o _C o4 0% [P

opS:cdi00§ 010 [86:9)6:66:005c§:0p 0e3E[GEW Scdg) Slo3uaadodaeld

(%

0x3lken CVG$33860] Comd$ad[3mRS MY ¢ Bscodesd: sabepy
960IE: 1gC5600m:307E:00§5 MG $BRE ¢ §5E 63009 GalC:eamCep:

238C:cagiag: o . .,
egYEe> COmsMBlBpdcdef[B: 295001 88: coos:
Gomm{od[3,03¢ geog&q@e@ 39| $0D: orSEm%

Slepplestilealeslosteicalopter :nqooao 360080

$: |o§08$8:gxn§ o3 Go?_pc :08:3003
(o]

o?mg@ogno? G300o¢P:B:des

U0

D~

;o
JL§1
(‘ c o (SN (8 (o [
C: 00 G(mCOODO OCGGP(DODO%QG aone

Page 1 of 66



[0332E:a86[0B:326[88 05 06607ES00Ee GryEgpadal cond$ad[B:qd:006:0000500:
2280056[G05[g| 00

mém:e§§§03®8m oo‘iemo&%ooﬁoa%o% AA 03:5:(?
3

3

oc [ (& (o (o~ ¢ o ¢ l(.‘ ¢ ° ¢ (8§
Q9E0RE 6326325¢ 066ES6 BBHY[GE0§1 63008 0o GAYP QASG[G:G5a
e _¢ (o QO O~ [ [ cQ (o4 (8§ e o Qo _¢co ¢
Q2060560 A3AHJEPRE 066MEB0EM quIduNHadE B30HMd
qe2960Ee ABBQ[d[8: 63008 Ckaconemp agade(Gq
UWSA 65l8:6507E3E: 326[gnEs3000 57000:03
abeanCodeqpt [6pdar $¢ gpact 0063:03 MNDAA §05505(8: omo§uae(gqSiaolsties)
C o o (88 ~ o
PDF 0p 226p58[8: 8E:q00[8, $C cd9p¢[8), 0303€ ega[oicomEsdoges
0560mEB ©U300a§, ©0lac0d 225G
[ [ [ (8§ (8 ~ [
08:630E3E 690056025600 0eENEseHaGoo
~ 0O °0C e (o] ¢ cQ c ¢ _C (o4 c ¢
©GIPENICY 00[aP:eaB0d§ECEaRM3 0&6mMES [Gpd0EgE mEsagodgtaos

Q0 c Q. oo°G e €9 900 ¢ oo ¢ _9o¢ -5 o°@8°°
33%03080 GH]OeGgOD§o (0]@) O?Cf)?(&ﬂ OOJ@GQLQI’L?Q@OI? e§eo§cc:no.,oogo 0380398

2

Page 2 of 66



With Sale of Aung San Suu Kyi’'s Home, Myanmar Junta Seeks to Destroy Democracy Symbol

By THE IRRAWADDY 31 August 2022

US President Barack Obama greets then Myanmar
opposition leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi during a visit to
her private residence in Yangon in November 2012. / US
State Department

The junta-controlled Supreme Court’s ruling on Aug.
22 to auction off Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s residence at 54
University Avenue in Yangon reflects the regime’s

eagerness to banlsh every trace of the ousted civilian leader from Myanmar.

On the surface, it appears to be no more than the latest twist in a long-running inheritance
dispute between Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and her estranged elder brother U Aung San Oo. But 54
University Avenue is not just a house; the site is a symbol of the democracy struggle in
Myanmar, as it is where Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was confined for 15 years by the previous
military governments, which called themselves the State Law and Order Restoration Council
and the State Peace and Development Council.

Apparently motivated by his feelings of guilt and his fear of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, Min Aung
Hlaing seeks to erase her legacy after putting the 77-year-old civilian leader in solitary
confinement in Naypyitaw Prison on trumped-up charges.

Even if 54 University Avenue is sold at auction, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi will remain in the hearts
of the Myanmar people and the struggle for democracy and the fight to uproot the military
dictatorship will go on.

Compared to Min Aung Hlaing, his predecessors Saw Maung and Than Shwe were less harsh in
their treatment of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. She was sentenced to years of house arrest under the
previous military regimes, but at least she could live in her family home. But Min Aung Hlaing
wants to tear down the historic building and the compound.

54 University Avenue

After Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s father, Myanmar’s independence hero General Aung San, was
assassinated in 1947, his widow Daw Khin Kyi and children continued to live at their house on
Tower Lane in Yangon’s Bahan Township, which has been made a museum in memory of the
general since 1962. But after the middle son Aung San Lin drowned at the swimming pool at the
house in 1953, the family moved to 54 University Avenue, at the arrangement of the Anti-
Fascist People’s Freedom League (AFPFL) government.

Aung San Oo and Daw Aung San Suu Kyi were raised at 54 University Avenue as Daw Khin Kyu
served as social welfare minister in the AFPFL administration. The government started to collect
memorabilia from Daw Khin Kyi in 1957 for a museum. After renovations, the museum opened
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in 1960. In that year, by which time the two children were teenagers, Daw Khin Kyi left
Myanmar to serve as the country’s ambassador to India.

As the country’s first woman to serve as the head of a diplomatic mission, she served until
1967. After she returned to Myanmar, she continued to live at 54 University Avenue while her
two children studied abroad in England.

F E ‘ Michael Aris and Daw Aung San Suu Kyi with their sons

Alexander Aris and Kim Aris during the boys’ novitiation
ceremony.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, who was married to British national
Michael Aris, a Buddhist, often visited her mother at 54
University Avenue. The novitiation ceremony of her two
sons was also held at this house.

She was in Myanmar to nurse her ailing mother in 1988 while the Myanmar military carried out
brutal crackdowns on mass demonstrations demanding democracy. As she took a leadership
role in the mass uprising, the residence became the hub of her party, the National League for
Democracy, and the epicenter of the democracy struggle in Myanmar.

r

Senior General Saw Maung of the then military regime
attends Daw Khin Kyi’s funeral at No. 54 University Avenue
in December 1988.

Daw Khin Kyi died at this house in December 1988. Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi urged junta leader Saw Maung and military
intelligence chief Khin Nyunt to restore democracy in
Myanmar when the two generals visited the house during

-
her mother’s wake.

U Aung San Oo (middle row, second from left), Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi (third from left) and Michael Aris (seventh from
left) at Daw Khin Kyi’s funeral in Yangon in December 1988.

U Aung San Oo, who returned to Myanmar for the first
time in 26 years to attend his mother’s funeral, lived at 54
University Avenue for a while. At this time, the democracy movement reached its peak in the
country. But U Aung San Oo showed no interest in it, and instead, disputes over the inheritance
of the house began.

At 54 University Avenue, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was placed under house arrest three times
spanning 15 years between 1989 and 2010 by military regimes.
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A cordoned-off entrance with insignia for the National League
for Democracy (NLD) party is pictured near the house of
detained former leader Aung San Suu Kyi, in Yangon on June 23,

LIyl

e ] 2022. (Photo by STR / AFP
9 ‘[ma-r be” ( y / )

After she was released from her first house arrest in 1995, it
was a familiar site on weekend afternoons to see Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi climb up on a fence or a rickety table outside the house and make speeches promoting
free speech and democracy to crowds of hundreds, sometimes thousands. Some who joined
the gatherings were jailed by the regime.

When Aris died in 1998, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi could only mourn at the house. She was not
under house arrest then, but she knew that she would not be able to enter Myanmar again if
she left.

In 2001 when Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was under her second house arrest, U Aung San Oo sued
her sister for the family estate. When she was under her third house arrest in 2003, U Aung San
Oo was ordained as a Buddhist monk in Bagan. It was military spy chief Khin Nyunt who
donated the requisites for U Aung San Oo to join the monkhood as part of a custom of monastic
ordination in Theravada Buddhism. Khin Nyunt referred to U Aung San Oo as “my friend”.

Military spy chief Khin Nyunt and his wife (left) act as the sponsors
for U Aung San Oo’s Buddhist monkhood in Bagan.

Khin Nyunt was widely believed to be responsible for the Tabayin
Massacre in May 2003, just a month before U Aung San Oo’s
ordination, in which a convoy transporting Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
was attacked by a pro-junta militia, leading to the deaths of up to 70 of her supporters.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi (right) appears with U Htin Kyaw (left), who
became the first president of the NLD government in 2016, at the
gate of her house in front of cheering supporters after her release in
Yangon on Nov. 13, 2010. / AFP

In 2009, she was six years into one of her numerous periods of house
arrest when US citizen John Yettaw arrived at 54 University Avenue
after swimming across Inya Lake. As she was not allowed

ki unauthorized guests, she was tried by a special court inside Insein
Prison and given three years in prison with labor. Than Shwe however halved her prison
sentence and allowed her to serve her term at her residence.

After she was released from house arrest in November 2010, 54 University Avenue became
lively with politicians, artists, and local and foreign visitors.
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US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton meets with Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi at her house in Yangon on Dec. 2, 2011. / US
State Department

In 2012, it was through the gates of this villa that US
President Barack Obama drove to attend his historic
meeting with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, accompanied by then
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. Among the other high-

profile visitors were United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and British Foreign
Secretary William Hague.

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton visits Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi at her house in Yangon in December 2011. / US State
Department

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has not lived in the house since 2012,
but it still attracts visitors who take photos with the villa in
the background.

UK Foreign Secretary William Hague visited Myanmar in
January 2012, where he met Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. / UK
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office

In 2016, a Yangon court ruled that the then State
Counselor owned the two-story building and half of the
land, while another building on the property and half of
the land belonged to her brother. Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
intended to use her inheritance as the basis for the Daw
Khin Kyi Foundation, a charity founded by her and named after her mother.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s family residence at No. 54
University Avenue in Yangon in 2012 / Uzo Uda

U Aung San Oo appealed to the Supreme Court in 2018,
petitioning for the auction of the residence and a share
of the proceeds. His appeal was rejected. The following
year, he submitted a special, final appeal to Chief Justice
U Tun Tun Oo, who is also the chairman of the nine-
member court, the highest judicial body in the country,

but no ruling was made at the time.

U Tun Tun Oo has served as the chief justice since the time of U Thein Sein’s quasi-civilian
government, and is a former assistant advocate-general of the Myanmar military.
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On Aug. 22, U Tun Tun Oo approved U Aung San Oo’s appeal to auction off the house and
obtain a share of the proceeds. Everyone knows that he approved the appeal at the instruction
of Min Aung Hlaing, after rejecting it as the chairman of the country’s highest court in 2018.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/features/with-sale-of-aung-san-suu-kyis-home-myanmar-junta-
seeks-to-destroy-democracy-symbol.html

Myanmar Junta Destroys Medicine and Food Stores for the Displaced in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 31 August 2022

Myanmar’s junta has burned schools, displacement camps, food and medicine stores intended
for the displaced in Sagaing and Magwe regions this week.

Troops using nearly 25 civilians as human shields have raided villages in Kani Township, Sagaing
Region, since late August, according to Kani People’s Defense Force (PDF).

A school burned by regime forces at Thayatpin village in
Kani Township, Sagaing, on Sunday. / CJ

On Sunday, troops burned down two buildings and
furniture at a school in Thayatpin village during a raid.

A Kani PDF spokesman posted photos on Facebook on
Tuesday, saying the troops also burned 20 million kyats
worth of medicines and equipment at Thayatpin Hospital which was treating residents and
displaced people.

Hospital equipment was dumped in wells and houses were looted, the spokesman said.
Almost 100 residents were released after being interrogated by junta forces.
On Monday, regime forces burned houses in two other villages.

On August 25 and 26, troops burned down more than 100 houses and other buildings in
Zeepintwin village in the township.

On August 27, they raided near Minma village where many displaced people are sheltering,
burning food, medicine, vehicles and the carts of fleeing villagers.

“Food, cereals and medicine at camps were covered in fuel and burned by junta forces,” the
spokesman said.

More than 27,000 residents from several villages have fled their homes in the township, he
said.
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Kani is an anti-regime resistance stronghold where fighting began in April last year. The
township’s internet and mobile connections have been blocked by the junta since September
last year.

On August 21, an estimated 150 junta soldiers raided and burned down nine camps and a
temporary school for displaced Hnan Khar villagers in Gangaw Township, Magwe Region,
according to the Hnan Khar Youth Group that assists the displaced said on Tuesday.

In the raid, three vehicles and three motorbikes, including an ambulance, were burned down
along with 6 million kyats worth of medicines, a ventilator and food, the group said.

The remains of medicines burned by junta forces during a
raid on Thayatpin Hospital in Kani Township, Sagaing, on
Sunday. / CJ

Amid near-daily attacks from PDFs and ethnic armed
organizations, the regime forces have continued to commit
atrocities, including arbitrary torture and killings of
civilians, burning people alive, massacres, extrajudicial
killings of resistance detainees, using civilians detainees as
human shields, artillery and aerial bombing on civilian areas, looting and burning houses and
acts of sexual violence across the country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-destroys-medicine-and-food-stores-
for-the-displaced-in-sagaing.html

Myanmar military continues air and ground assaults throughout Sagaing Region

During a one-week period, children are killed in junta offensives in both Kyunhla and Sagaing
townships, while a clinic treating displaced persons is overrun by troops in Kani

Khin Yi Yi Zaw / Thura Maung | Published on Aug 31, 2022

Locals try to put out the fire in Thayet Pin village in
Kani Township (CJ)

At least 10 more people were killed in junta raids and
aerial attacks in Sagaing as Myanmar army soldiers and
allied militia members continued a litany of assaults on
communities in the region earlier this week.

Among the casualties was a six-year-old from Kyunhla
Township and a 17-year-old boy from Sagaing
Township, with both found dead on Monday during separate raids.
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The body of the younger child was among nine people killed in Tei Pin Seik village, which was
occupied by junta troops for four days, according to local sources. They claimed that some 160
junta troops began raiding the village on August 25 after arriving in two batches from three
military helicopters.

Residents fled gunfire from the aircrafts, but the six-year-old in question was reportedly among
those who were hit.

A 32-year-old man, Naing Win, was also killed while he tried to escape on a boat down a local
stream.

“They fired from helicopters, so even children were not spared. Two people were killed that
day. | think they used a machine gun from the helicopter,” a local from Tei Pin Seik said.

Sixty-year-old Tin Min was found dead in the stream with a gunshot wound to his chest, while
the body of another man, reportedly not from Tei Pin Seik, was found with similar injuries
inside a residential compound, the local said.

The bodies of four other people were discovered in two houses that had been burned by the
soldiers. The victims were not able to be identified.

Citing eyewitnesses, displaced locals from Tei Pin Seik told Myanmar Now that an eight-year-old
was also killed by shrapnel during the aerial assault and that the soldiers had thrown the child’s
body into the stream. At the time of reporting, the child’s remains had not been located.

Myanmar Now is unable to independently verify the local accounts of the raid in Tei Pin Seik.

On August 26, half of the occupying troops left the village and advanced to Ein Chay, a
community around 10 miles to the north, where they torched more than 100 homes.

Mu River village raids

The military has also been raiding and destroying villages along the Mu River in Sagaing
Township since Monday. A 17-year-old boy was reportedly killed in a junta attack that day in
Taungmyo village.

The remains of Taungmyo village after the August 29 raid
(Sagaing Information Department)

Local news sources reported that at around 6am, some 50
soldiers left the village of Kywel Pone—where a military-
backed Pyu Saw Htee militia group is based—and started
firing heavy artillery at Taungmyo, two miles northwest of
Sagaing town.
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“There hasn’t been a battle yet but the resistance forces have a strong presence in this
territory,” a local man said. “The military was gathering momentum in a Pyu Saw Htee village
called Kywel Pone and was sporadically attacking the surrounding villages.”

Taungmyo originally had more than 200 households; 37 of them were destroyed during the
Monday assault. A guide reportedly instructed the military regarding which houses to set fire
to, according to the local man who spoke to Myanmar Now.

The troops then left Taungmyo for the village of Taung Kyar, six miles northeast, and started
torching the community at around 3pm on Tuesday. Further details on the extent of the
destruction in Taung Kyar were not available at the time of reporting.

The body of a teenger was killed during the August 29 raid
in Taungmyo (Sagaing Information Department)

Local news sources claimed that hundreds of locals from
Taungmyo, Taung Kyar and other nearby villages were
displaced by the attacks.

The military and Pyu Saw Htee have reportedly set up a
major base in Kywel Pone, complete with trenches. The
village was attacked by local anti-junta defence forces on
July 22, resulting in casualties on both sides, according to
statements released by the resistance groups involved.

Clinic targeted

On Sunday, one day before the series of raids started in
Sagaing Township, a military unit attacked a clinic in Kani
Township, more than 90 miles to the west. Internally displaced persons (IDPs) had been seeking
treatment at the site, located in Thayet Pin village.

The junta troops subsequently destroyed 20m kyat (US$9,500) worth of medical supplies,
dumping some into a well.

Medicine and equipment destroyed by the military at a
clinic in Thayet Pin village in Kani Township (CJ)

“They took out all the medications and medical
appliances and set them on fire. The clinic used to be
able to look after around 50 patients. They were just
: trying to help the IDPs when they themselves were
Cid vl ‘ & struggling,” said a Kani Township local.

A source who had been helping the displaced persons told Myanmar Now that the soldiers also
torched two buildings in the Thayet Pin school compound.
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Medicine and equipment destroyed by the military at a clinic
in Thayet Pin village in Kani Township (CJ)

More than 90 civilians, including children and elderly people,
were held hostage for one day by the military and released
after being subjected to junta propaganda speeches on
Monday.

The column moved on to the village of East Wardan three miles away, where they torched
nearly 20 buildings, and then towards Monywa along the Chindwin River on Tuesdady morning.

The same group of soldiers also launched airstrikes on Yin Paung Taing village on August 11 and
has been raiding the villages around Pale, Yinmabin and Kani townships over the last three
weeks.

At the time of reporting more than 28,000 homes had been destroyed nationwide by the
Myanmar military since the February 2021 coup, with more than half torched between April
and June, according to monitoring group Data for Myanmar.

Some 20,000 of the targeted homes were in Sagaing Region.
The military denies responsibility for such attacks.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-continues-air-and-ground-
assaults-throughout-sagaing-region

Myanmar’s Ethnic Groups Must Unite to Topple the Military Regime
By THE IRRAWADDY | 31 August 2022

On August 26, BBC Bangla covered the Chin refugees living in India’s Mizoram State. BBC
reporter Subhajyoti Ghosh visited several refugee camps and reported that nearly 31,000 Chin,
who are ethnically related to the Mizo people of Mizoram, have fled Chin State for neighboring
Mizoram since last year’s coup in Myanmar.

Moe Tallui, a primary school teacher in Myanmar, is one of the refugees who is facing an
uncertain, precarious future. He is one of the many millions of Myanmar people whose future
and dreams have been destroyed by the Myanmar military.

Similar tales of dashed hopes can be found in the Rohingya refugee camps in Bangladesh. The
Myanmar military’s 2017 campaign of ethnic cleansing in western Myanmar’s Rakhine State
resulted in 760,000 Rohingya fleeing Rakhine for Bangladesh.

Michelle Bachelet, the United Nations (UN) High Commissioner for Human Rights, spoke with
Rohingya refugees in Cox’s Bazar on August 16. One Rohingya teacher told the commissioner
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how she had excelled at school in Myanmar and had a dream of becoming a doctor. But after
being forced out of her country by the Myanmar military, she has instead spent the last five
years in a refugee camp. “I still get emotional at night when | think of my dream. My Buddhist
friends are now physicians in Myanmar,” she told Bachelet.

Typically, the purpose of a nation’s military is to defend the country from external threats.
Since the coup, though, the Myanmar military has been targeting and killing its own people.
The military continues to act as if it is a state within a state, despite supposedly being the
servants of the people, hungry for power and ready to slaughter its own people to achieve that
end.

History shows us that this desire for dominance originates with one person or group, such as
the coup leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, who then manipulates others to further their
own interests.

Since the military takeover, the junta has killed at least 2,249 people, detained another 15,000
and burned down over 28,000 houses. The victims of the violence include many Bamar, the
majority ethnic group in Myanmar and traditionally the people who make up the ranks of the
army. The barbarity on display is beyond comprehension.

The hopes of the Myanmar people are being shattered by the violence of the military. Students
are unable to continue their studies adequately. Teachers who support the Civil Disobedience
Movement have been detained or even killed. Some educational institutions have been torched
by the military regime.

Around 800,000 people have become internally displaced since the coup, with no idea when
they will be able to resume their regular lives. To scare the population and break the links
between the armed resistance and civilians, aid workers have been killed. The UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights found that the junta routinely commits substantial and severe
violations of international humanitarian law, including crimes against humanity and war crimes.

With the military continuing to conduct raids in the Bamar heartland of Sagaing and Magwe
regions and in Chin, Karen and Kayah states, the human rights situation is deteriorating all the
time. Air and artillery strikes are increasingly being used against civilian targets: villages and the
residential areas of towns. And now that clashes are breaking out in Rakhine State between the
ethnic Rakhine Arakan Army (AA) and the Myanmar military, the last region of the country that
was relatively peaceful is now in danger of becoming home to armed conflict.

Rohingya communities have regularly found themselves caught in the middle of battles
between the military and the AA, as well as being specifically targeted by attacks. There are still
600,000 Rohingya residing in northern Rakhine. The majority of them spend their days in camps
for the internally displaced, where international organizations are prohibited from operating
because of limitations put in place by the Myanmar military. If new battles start in Rakhine, the
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locals may end up in a similar situation to the civilians in Sagaing and Magwe regions and Chin,
Karen and Kayah states.

So how can the Myanmar people get rid of the military that eats its own like a cannibal and
which is causing the whole country to fall into ruin? There is only one solution and that is to
eradicate all forms of inhumanity from the institution. A united Myanmar can destroy evil in
any of its institutions. The moment has come for the Bamar, Kachin, Karen, Shan, Karenni,
Arakanese and all the ethnic groups in Myanmar to band together and overthrow the tyranny
of military dictatorship.

Myanmar’s beauty becomes apparent if you picture it as a united country. In every region of
the nation, people from many different ethnic groups coexist. Equality amongst all peoples and
religions is a stated goal of the civilian National Unity Government. Perhaps one day,
Myanmar’s wealth of natural resources may enable the country to develop into an economic
power in Southeast Asia.

The creation of a united Myanmar will lead to the realization of the Myanmar peoples’
aspirations. We hope that the people of Myanmar will unite to fight against the military
oppressors by channeling their sorrow for their lost brothers and sisters into strength. Only
then will they achieve victory and regain their freedom.

Sandip Roy from West Bengal is a political analyst on South & Southeast Asia

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/myanmars-ethnic-groups-must-unite-to-
topple-the-military-regime.html

Kayah Civilians Going Hungry as Myanmar Junta Prevents Supplies
By THE IRRAWADDY | 31 August 2022

People displaced by fighting between Myanmar’s regime and resistance forces in Kayah State
are facing food shortages amid blocks on relief supplies, according to volunteers.

Around 200,000 people have been displaced in Kayah State and Demoso Township was hit
hardest by fighting with approximately 150,000 displaced.

The regime has blocked supply routes in Kayah State, said volunteers.

A member of the Jobs for Kayah Team, a humanitarian group helping those displaced, said:
“Food prices have soared making it difficult for donors to send supplies. People can’t farm and
food is scarce. Rice prices are high as we rely on supplies from central Myanmar. And we can’t
get as much as we need because the regime imposes restrictions on roads.”

Displaced people have seen a significant decline in food donations since May.
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Fransics from the Kayah State supervisory committee for displaced people said: “We have to
share what we have and only provide nine to 12 cans of rice per person for a month. It is only
enough for three days. So they have to feed themselves for the rest of the month.”

&% Children at a displacement camp in Demoso. / DMO

Life is more difficult for large families with adults skipping
meals to feed their children. A displaced woman in her
50s said: “Many big families are going hungry as adults
are eating less to feed their children.”

Displaced people said it has been several months since
they last ate meat and they make do with vegetables found in forests.

Junta troops have destroyed food reserves in villages and the fighting prevents farming, said
residents.

Some 65 percent of displaced people in Kayah State live in camps and survive on donations.
Health problems are increasing, said Ko Banyar, director of the Karenni Human Rights Group.

“There are maternal and child health problems. Prolonged malnutrition harms children’s
cognitive, mental and physical development,” he said.

A health worker checks a woman at a displacement camp in
Demoso. / DMO

Some have returned to their villages only to be killed or
injured by landmines planted by the regime.

According to the Progressive Karenni People’s Force, 420

clashes had taken place by August 15 in Kayah State. More
i 3 than 1,300 junta soldiers, 149 resistance fighters and more

than 300 civilians had died, the group said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/kayah-civilians-going-hungry-as-myanmar-junta-
prevents-supplies.html

51st anniversary statement of the Mon National Liberation Army recalls that Mon State
emerged only after the formation of the MNLA

monnews | 31 August 2022

On the occasion of the 51st anniversary of the Mon National Liberation Army (MNLA), the Chair
of the New Mon State Party, Nai Hong Sar, reminded attendees that Mon State only emerged
after the formation of the MNLA.
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The 51st commemoration events were held at the New
Mon State Headquarters, in the Districts of
Mawlamyine, Dawei and Thatthong. Nai Hong Sar’s
commemorative message was read aloud at each event.

“If our National Defense Force is weak, we will be judged
by others. Therefore, | want us to focus and make special
efforts to strengthen our National Defense Forces,” urged
Nai Hong Sar.

After the formation of the Mon National Liberation Army-MNLA on August 29, 1971, and under
the leadership of the New Mon State Party (NMSP), the Socialist Republic of the Union of
Burma government established Mon State on March 19, 1974.

Even before Mons entered the armed struggle, their leaders’ demands for national rights and
statehood were not acknowledged. It was only after the emergence of the armed forces did
these entitlements appear, noted Nai Hong Sar.

That period of armed struggle led some Mon people to flee toThailand. Many Burmese from
the upper regions of the country saw the opportunity to settle in the region. Nai Hong Sar
pointed out this period in history led to the erosion of Mon literature, language, culture, and
history. He argued that if the Mon people do not continue to fight, their ethnicity will be at risk
of disappearing. ,

Nai Hong Sar’s statement spoke of how some Mon nationals were enslaved, some left for
foreign countries, and increasingly youth have become enraptured with drug use. Few people
he stated are making efforts to uphold Mon nationalism. Nai Hong Sar warned that if the Mon
community does not strive for nationalism then Mon people’s lives will disappear, not unlike
the people from Pathein and Hanthawaddy (Pago) regions or the Muttama region where
numbers have been cut in half.

When the New Mon State Party (NMSP) was founded in 1958, it was not able to build a strong
armed force, but in 1970, the NMSP, the Karen National Union KNU, and the former Prime
Minister Oo, Bol Laja, the leader of the Parliamentary Democratic Party PDP 3 parties, formed
the Multi-Ethnic Unity and Liberation Army. Later, with the support of some major countries in
the world, they were able to equip themselves with modern weapons. Mon youth from various
villages, Mon university students, and ex-soldiers from the Mon People’s Front arrived in
greater numbers in 1971. By this point in time the number of Mon soldiers reached several
thousand and the Mon National Liberation Army was formed with battalions, divisions,
platoons, and troops.

https://monnews.org/2022/08/31/51st-anniversary-statement-of-the-mon-national-liberation-
army-recalls-that-mon-state-emerged-only-after-the-formation-of-the-mnla/
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Myanmar army shelling kills two, injures three in Bago Region

According to the KNU, more than 300,000 civilians have been displaced by conflict within its
territory

Esther J | Published on Aug 31, 2022
b 2P

";

Two children who were injured by Myanmar army shelling in
eastern Bago Region on August 30 (Supplied)

Shelling by Myanmar’s military killed two people and injured
three others—including two children—in a village in Bago
Region’s Shwegyin Township on Tuesday, according to
resistance sources.

The incident occurred early in the morning, soon after Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA)

forces attacked a junta army base on the Shwegyin-Kyaukkyi road, a member of the Yoma
People’s Defence Force (PDF) told Myanmar Now.

After abandoning the base, the regime forces opened fire with heavy artillery, killing a man in
his 60s and a woman in her 50s in the village of Than Seik, the Yoma PDF member said.

A three-year-old girl, a 10-year-old boy, and another person who had not yet been identified at
the time of reporting were injured, he added.

“l heard that one junta soldier was injured in the initial attack, but we haven’t confirmed that
yet. As far as | know, there were no KNLA casualties,” he said, adding that the entire population
of the village has since fled the area.

Than Seik is located about 20km north of the town of Shwegyin. The area is part of eastern
Bago’s Nyaunglebin District, which is KNLA Brigade 3 territory.

According to a person who is assisting displaced civilians, the two injured children were
transferred to Yangon General Hospital on Tuesday evening. The boy was said to be in critical
condition.

Last Wednesday, the Karen National Union (KNU), the political wing of the KNLA, released a
statement saying that there had been a total of 25 clashes in Nyaunglebin in the first two weeks
of August. At least 57 junta soldiers were killed in the fighting, the group said.

In addition to using heavy artillery, the military has also carried out airstrikes in the area. Locals
have also accused regime troops of abducting villagers and stealing livestock.

According to the KNU, nearly 62,000 civilians have been displaced by recent fighting in
Nyaunglebin. The total for all areas under KNU control, including in Mon and Karen (Kayin)
states, is more than 300,000, it said.
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Earlier this month, the KNU reported that there were more than 150,000 displaced civilians in
its territory in Bago Region and Mon State alone.

In the absence of support from international relief agencies, which have not been allowed to
operate in much of Myanmar, many local groups have turned to online donations to meet the
growing needs of conflict-affected civilians in the country.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-army-shelling-kills-two-injures-three-in-
bago-region

Around 1,000 Villagers Displaced by Fighting in Western Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 31 August 2022

At least 1,000 people from Paletwa Township on the border of Chin and Rakhine states in
western Myanmar have been forced to flee their homes, following fighting between the ethnic
Rakhine armed organization the Arakan Army and the Myanmar military, according to residents
and local aid groups.

Fighting broke out near Ah Baung Thar, Hna Maung Dar and Ree Ma Wa villages on August 21.
Clashes were still ongoing as of 30 August, with regime forces calling in artillery strikes.

Some 1,000 people from around 190 households fled their homes in the three villages on
August 24 because of the fighting. The majority are staying with relatives and friends. But
around 300 of those forced to flee are staying at a cyclone shelter in Paletwa Town, said
residents of the town.

The largest number of refugees is from Ah Baung Thar Village, where 120 households fled.
Another 70 households left Hna Maung Dar and Ree Ma Wa villages, according to the Raiki
Community Development Foundation (RCDF), a local NGO.

With no one left in the villages, there are fears that the refugees will go hungry as they are now
unable to harvest their crops.

“This is the time for people in the township to harvest their crops of yam, peanuts, sesame and
rice,” said Salai Kyaw Shun, founder of RCDF.

“But as they [AA and junta forces] keep fighting and the conflict area gets larger, the people are
going to face starvation. We have no idea what we will do if the fighting intensifies,” he said.

With transportation routes into Paletwa blocked by the military regime, the price of all goods
has gone up and stocks are running low, said locals.
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“We no longer have any place to run away to. If the fighting gets heavier, we are going to
starve,” said a 62-year-old man from Ah Baung Thar Village, who is now staying in Paletwa
Town’s cyclone shelter.

Before last year’s coup, fighting between the AA and the Myanmar military in Paletwa displaced
some 5,000 people and was ongoing until November 2020, when an informal ceasefire was
agreed.

Now more and more clashes are taking place in the township, with civilians being killed or
displaced.

On August 24, a 40-year-old mother of three was killed in a landmine blast near-Ah Baung Thar
Village.

Paletwa Township is of strategic importance to both the AA and the Myanmar military.
Currently, junta forces still control Paletwa, with Light Infantry Battalion 289 deployed along the
banks of the Kaladan River, the major waterway connecting Chin and Rakhine states.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/around-1000-villagers-displaced-by-fighting-in-
western-myanmar.html

Thousands flee fighting between Myanmar junta, Arakan Army in Rakhine

The latest clash was sparked by a military attempt to break through an AA position along a
supply route.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.08.31

Villagers who fled the fighting in Rathedaung’s Ma
Nyin Taung area seek shelter in Zay Di Pyin village on
Aug. 31, 2022. Aung Minsoe

More than 5,000 civilians fled from more than 10
villages in Myanmar’s Rakhine state after fighting
erupted Tuesday night between junta forces and the
rebel Arakan Army (AA), residents told RFA.

The people, from Rathedaung township in the
northwestern part of the state, were forced to leave their homes when a junta column
attempted to break through an AA position along a supply route that goes through Ku Lar
Chaung village, a resident of the area told RFA’s Burmese Service on condition of anonymity
for security reasons.

"There’s a place called Yay Soe Chaung Byuhar in the north of Rathedaung. The AA
intercepted the military that came along this supply route yesterday,” said the source.
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“We heard four junta soldiers were killed. And this morning, they came to get the bodies.
We heard a lot of gunfire and explosions of heavy weapons this morning,” the source said.

RFA has not yet been able to independently confirm any casualties.

The Myanmar army has occupied most of the area since 2019, after a series of battles with
the AA. More junta troops are now stationed in Ma Nyin Taung village near the battle site,
sources said.

Thein Nu from Pyain Taw village told RFA that she and her family fled across the river about
an hour after the fighting started at 7 p.m. She said the clashes lasted until around midnight.

“We escaped the fighting by crossing the river in a boat,” Thein Nu said. “We couldn't worry
about other families because we were so afraid. We just fled taking our children and the
elderly.

“The river was so wide, but we just crossed it because we were scared. We were afraid that
we’d be shot at from the air like in the past. We were also afraid that they might fire at us
from a ship. A plane was circling in the air and we were frightened,” she said.

People in the area were also forced to flee fighting in 2019. They remained in refugee camps
near Rathedaung for more than two years.

A fierce battle also broke out between the junta army and the AA in Rathedaung township
on Aug. 13, and the Rathedaung-Maungdaw-Buthidaung road was closed indefinitely by the
military.

Villagers who fled the fighting in Rathedaung’s Ma Nyin
Taung area arrive in Zay Di Pyin village on Aug. 31, 2022.
Credit: Aung Minsoe

Local villagers said the commander of the military’s light
infantry regiments 536, 537 and 538, based in Rathedaung,
demanded that the AA leave its camp in Pyar Chaung Gyi
village on Aug. 25.

Residents also told RFA that the junta bombed suspected AA camp sites in the northern part
of Maungdaw township, along the Let Pan and Wai Lar mountains on the Myanmar-
Bangladesh border on Saturday, Monday and Tuesday.

They said the AA has also launched attacks on the junta military camp on Kha Moung Seik
Byuhar hill since Aug. 25, and the junta side has suffered many casualties.

Neither side has released any information about the fighting.
AA spokesman Khine Thukha told RFA on Monday that the AA was defending civilians in the

area.
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“Whether the fighting will be more intense or not depends on the activities of the Myanmar
army,” he said.

“If they launch more attacks, we will retaliate. The Burmese army has been targeting mainly
the Rakhine people in Rakhine state and imposing various restrictions on the people,” Khine
Thukha said.

The Myanmar military has opened up to 15 checkpoints along the Ann-Sittwe road and has
strictly limited travel and the flow of goods, the AA said.

RFA tried to contact Hla Thein, attorney general of Rakhine and the junta’s spokesman in the
region, about the situation, but he did not respond.

Pe Than, a former representative of the People's Assembly in Rakhine, said the fighting
might be more intense than it was two years ago.

“In the past, there were clashes, but it was not about capturing camps. Now, the AA side is
gradually taking over the border guard camps and the Burmese military has been gradually
retreating,” Pe Than said.

“The junta troops only have air support. They get their food rations only from the air. They
can only fire their heavy weapons from afar. That's all they can do. The ground troops are all
surrounded. So this is no longer an ordinary battle. It’s meant to take over territory. It all
started from the north,” he said.

The junta’s army and AA troops were engaged in the townships of Maungdaw and Mrauk U
as well as in Paletwa township in Chin state and the fighting has gradually expanded,
according to Pe Than. He said at least 10 junta camps, including border guard stations, have
withdrawn.

After a truce that lasted a year and a half, fighting between the two sides erupted again in
July. Residents said more than 10,000 people have fled their homes in Rathedaung township
and more than 700 in Mrauk U township as a result.

In a statement Wednesday, the AA claimed that it had captured a military camp near
milestone No. 40 near the Bangladesh border area despite heavy resistance.

It said fighting has been going on in that area since the beginning of August and that the
military has fired about 300 to 400 rounds of heavy weapons into the area between
milestones No. 34 and No. 39.

The statement also said that the junta has recently used helicopters and jet fighters to bomb
the area.
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The camp fell this morning at 9:12 a.m., the statement said, and 19 junta soldiers, including
Police Capt. Soe Soe Paing, were captured or killed. The AA was also able to seize weapons
and ammunition.

The AA acknowledged in the statement that it suffered some casualties but didn’t say how
many. The AA said it discovered fresh graves of junta soldiers who had been killed in earlier
clashes.

The statement also said that there was a skirmish Tuesday night on the road about 700
meters (half a mile) west of Ma Nyin Taung village in Rathedaung township and another
clash Wednesday afternoon at a spot about 500 meters west of Myeik Wa village in Paletwa
township of Chin state. Both sides suffered casualties, according to the statement.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Eugene Whong.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/residents flee-08312022182653.html

Myanmar’s Most Powerful Ethnic Army Reshuffles Leadership: What Does it Mean?
By THE IRRAWADDY | 31 August 2022

The United Wa State Army (UWSA), Myanmar’s largest ethnic armed organization (EAQ), has
replaced its senior leadership in a surprise reshuffle. The UWSA controls its own territory —
known as Wa State —in northern and southern Shan State and has an estimated 30,000 soldiers
and a sophisticated arsenal of weapons, as well as maintaining close ties with China.

UWSA liaison officer Nyi Rang based in Shan State’s Lashio confirmed the shakeup of the
leadership to The Irrawaddy.

“Many of the new leadership are middle-aged men,” he said, without providing further details.

The UWSA holds a parade in April 2019 to mark
the 30th anniversary of its ceasefire with the
Myanmar government. / The Irrawaddy

New leadership

The Irrawaddy has learned that 14 senior

: figures from the UWSA and its political wing the
United Wa State Party (UWSP) who make up the government of Wa State, were replaced with
middle-aged men in their 40s and 50s.
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Bao Ai Kham, a son of long-time UWSP chairman and
UWSA commander-in-chief Bao Youxiang, was promoted
to become the UWSP’s deputy general secretary,
succeeding his uncle Bao Youyi. Meanwhile, Bao
Youxiang’s nephew Bao Ai Chan has been promoted to
deputy commander-in-chief of the UWSA.

A source said: “According to the structure of the UWSA, the commander-in-chief is the highest
position and that is held by Bao Youxiang. His deputy is Zhao Zhongtang, who has six or seven
deputy chief of staffs under him, including Bao Ai Chan. But Bao Youxiang and Zhao Zhongtang
are in their 70s. So Bao Ai Chan, a younger man, was promoted to be a deputy commander-in-
chief of the UWSA alongside Zhao Zhongtang.”

Also in the reshuffle, Zhao Ai Nap Lai, a son of Zhao Nyi-Lai, the first general secretary of the
UWSP, became the head of the politburo.

Bao Youyi, the elder brother of Bao Youxiang, has stepped down as the deputy general
secretary of the UWSP. In 2018, during the third session of the Union Peace Conference in
Naypyitaw, Bao Youyi fainted and was hospitalized. Myanmar military chief Senior-General Min
Aung Hlaing visited him in hospital and personally served him a bowl of birds nest soup.

Most of the new leaders are well-educated with experience in military and administrative
affairs, and can speak fluent Burmese as well as Mandarin, according to sources. Previous
leaders only spoke Mandarin, as the UWSA’s territory in northern Shan State borders China.

One Myanmar political observer who wished to remain anonymous said: “The older people
were replaced to pave the way for the younger generation to take over the leadership.”

Political analyst U Ye Htun from Shan State shares the same view. “When they [the senior
UWSA leadership] were in the Communist Party of Burma, they saw the consequences of old
leaders refusing to hand over power to the younger generation. Perhaps they have also taken a
cue from Chinese leaders. Bao Youxiang and the others have been the leaders of the UWSA
since they split from the Communist Party of Burma. So now they are making way for the
younger generation.”

The UWSA and UWSP were established after ethnic Wa soldiers split from the Communist Party
of Burma on April 17, 1989 and signed a ceasefire with the then military regime.

Since then, the UWSA has become the most powerful EAO in Myanmar. While it has maintained
the ceasefire with successive governments, the UWSA refused to sign the 2015 Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement.

Wa State is officially classified in the 2008 military-drafted constitution as the Wa Self-
Administered Region, also known as ‘Special Region 2. Its capital is Panghsan, also known as
Pangkham, and the region is made up of Mongmao, Monglin and Mongpauk districts and

Page 22 of 66



Pangkham Special Township, an area covering around 1,500 square kilometers that the UWSA
refers to as northern Wa State.

During the 1990s, the UWSA expanded its territory to include Monghsat District on the border
with Thailand in southern Shan State, with the agreement of the then junta, and around 80,000
to 100,000 ethnic Wa resettled there.

Now the district is designated as southern Wa State, known to the UWSA as Military Region
171, and some 9,000 UWSA fighters are stationed there.

However, the 2008 Constitution does not recognize the area as being part of the official Wa
Self-Administered Region, although the UWSA wants the southern Shan State territory to be
combined with the northern areas and recognized officially as Wa State. The UWSP refers to
itself as the ‘Wa State Government’.

How will the reshuffle affect the UWSA?

Despite the shakeup, the UWSA’s policies will not change much, said a Myanmar political
observer, citing the fact that many senior Wa leaders including Bao Youxiang, Zhao Zhongtang,
UWSP vice chairmen Xiao Mingliang and Zhao Guo An and Wai Xiaokan, the commander of
Military Region 171, are staying in their positions.

“As they are remaining in their positions, there won’t be immediate policy changes. But there
might be some changes in the way the UWSA engages with other EAOs,” he said.

The current junta has agreed in principle to the UWSP’s demand that the Wa region be
upgraded to a “self-administered state”.

UWSA leaders are likely to stick to the line they announced in a statement on May 31 after they
met junta chief Min Aung Hlaing, in which they described the post-coup crisis as an internal
issue of the Bamar ethnic people, the majority ethnic group in Myanmar, and said it would not
take sides as it does not want to see its involvement causing further conflict.

The UWSA holds a parade in April 2019 to mark the
B 30th anniversary of its ceasefire with the Myanmar
| government. / The Irrawaddy

The military regime had feared that the UWSA would
join forces with the parallel National Unity Government,
like other powerful EAOs such as the Kachin
Independence Army and the Karen National Liberation
Army have done.

UWSA leaders said also that Wa State will not secede from the Union, but the UWSA will
manage their state independently except for national defense and diplomatic relations.
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An ethnic Wa man who lives outside Wa State said that what kind of leadership is provided is
more important than who is in charge.

“From a political perspective, the UWSA leadership still lack political policies that can widen the
horizons of Wa people, and contribute more to intellectual and ideological development rather
than material development. Much remains to be done in terms of the economy. All the large
businesses in Wa State are linked with UWSA leaders. Ordinary Wa people can only engage in
small-scale businesses,” he said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-most-powerful-ethnic-army-reshuffles-
leadership-what-does-it-mean.html

Civilians Affected By Fighting In Nawngkio Desperate For Aid
By Network Media Group | Wednesday, August 31, 2022

Clashes between the Burma Army (BA) and the Mandalay
People’s Defence Force (PDF) have forced hundreds of
civilians from their homes in Nawngkio Township in
northern Shan State, where Buddhist groups are trying to
help them with emergency aid and shelter, but it is not
enough.

Fifteen monasteries in Doe Pin village tract have done
everything in their power to help the more than 600 people affected by the violence that has
broken out around Kalarkwe in Nawngkio Township, not far from Mandalay Region.

A male volunteer told NMG that the villagers of Kalarkwe, Lon Kham and Kyan Khin need rice,
cooking oil, salt and clothes. “Some private donors have donated things for them, but they
need more.”

Three local volunteer teams and the Buddhist monasteries are helping them in the township,
which is not connected to the electricity grid and relies on generators.

“Normally, most people manage without electricity, but there are elderly people, pregnant
women, children and disabled people among the internally displaced persons (IDPs),” the
volunteer explained.

Meanwhile, fighting between the BA and PDF around Lon Kham and Kyan Khin has intensified,
forcing schools to close. Most of the IDPs are Shan, the rest are either Lisu or Bamar (Burmese).

About seven miles from Doe Pin village, two hundred civilians from 36 families who have fled to
Hokho are also in need of emergency assistance.

Page 24 of 66


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-most-powerful-ethnic-army-reshuffles-leadership-what-does-it-mean.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-most-powerful-ethnic-army-reshuffles-leadership-what-does-it-mean.html

“For them, we have to run generators, which costs $2.40 for diesel every night,” said another
volunteer, estimating their funds will last for about 10 more days.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/08/31/20793

Myanmar judge narrowly escapes shooting near Insein Prison

The incident is the latest targeting the prison and its staff since the execution of four anti-
regime activists there last month

Han Thit / Ko Cho | Published on Aug 31, 2022

Prison security officers close a gate in front of Yangon’s
Insein Prison (EPA)

A judge and several members of his legal team were the
targets of an assassination attempt near Yangon’s
Insein Prison on Tuesday, according to sources in the
area.

At around 12:30pm, a car parked in an alleyway next to
Insein market began pursuing Hlegu Township judge Zin Waiyan Paing and his team as they
were leaving the prison, witnesses said.

Several gunshots were fired at the judge’s vehicle as it fled along the Hlaing River Road,
shattering its rear window and injuring one of its passengers, a person who witnessed the
incident told Myanmar Now.

A man who was driving in another vehicle was also injured and was taken to North Okkalapa
Hospital, he added.

According to a woman who was visiting the prison at the time of the attack, police and military
personnel arrived in trucks shortly after the shooting to conduct a search of the area.

“l heard that the judge survived because another car passed between the two cars during the
attack,” she said.

A source close to several Yangon urban guerrilla groups claimed that the car that was carrying
the judge was hit at least seven times before the assailants fled the scene.

Insein Prison and its staff have been the target of several attacks since Myanmar’s
junta executed prominent dissidents Ko Jimmy and Phyo Zeyar Thaw and two other regime
opponents there late last month.
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Judge Zin Waiyan Paing, the target of Tuesday’s attack, was reportedly involved in cases being
conducted at a special court set up inside the prison to prosecute protesters and others
opposed to last year’s coup.

In another incident that occurred early last week, members of a revolutionary group reportedly
used a 40mm grenade launcher to fire on the prison in the early hours of August 22.

The house of a prison officer was damaged in the attack and a number of people were injured,
the group said.

Myanmar Now has been unable to independently confirm these claims.

On Monday, the junta announced that it had made several arrests in connection with that
incident, but the group that claimed responsibility for the attack has yet to release a statement.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-judge-narrowly-escapes-shooting-near-
insein-prison

UPDIJC talks again with military council to amend 9 points in 2008 constitution

By Thanlwintimes - August 31, 2022

The Union Peace Dialogue Joint Committee
(UPDIJC) political parties have discussed again
with the National Solidarity and Peacemaking
Negotiation Committee (NSPNC) of the military
council to amend the nine points of the 2008
Constitution, the UPDJC told Than Lwin Times.

The UPDJC held a discussion with the NSPNC, led
by Lt-Gen Yar Pyae, in Nay Pyi Taw on August 27 to amend nine points of the 2008 Constitution.

In that discussion, the nine points that were discussed between NSPNC and UPDJC on May 29
were reviewed again, and they reached an agreement on some points, the UPDJC leader, Sai
Aik Pao, said.

“We have to negotiate with EAOs and ethnic armed groups again. After everyone’s agreement,
when the Hluttaw is held, if it has been approved by the Hluttaw, then the points can be
amended,” he said.

Among those nine points, there was an agreement to elect local people for district and
township administrative positions by common sense, and the method of selection will have to
be discussed later, said Sai Aik Pao.
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He added that the military regime discussed three points based on the perpetuation of
sovereignty regarding the amendment that the military must lead to some extent rather than
always lead in the role of political leadership.

But the UPDJC did not elaborate on the proposed constitutional amendment points.

Political analysts have criticized that the military council and political parties cannot amend the
constitution without presenting it to the parliament and have no authority to do so.

The NCA agreement provides for the formation of a UPDJC with 16 representatives from each
of the coalitions of government, military, and Hluttaw; ethnic armed groups who signed the
ceasefire agreement; and political parties.

The UPDIJC is a leading committee in discussing and deciding on political dialogue issues,
including the union peace conference, regional political dialogues, national political dialogues,
and ethnic political dialogues.

But the UPDJC has not been able to implement any developments after the military coup.

https://thanlwintimes.com/2022/08/31/updjc-talks-again-with-military-council-to-amend-9-
points-in-2008-constitution/
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