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Myanmar Regime Violently Detains Activist, Photographer Involved in Umbrella Protest

By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 August 2022

the 1988 pro-democracy uprising

The Myanmar junta violently arrested a young
anti-regime protester and a freelance
photographer who were involved in a widely
emulated umbrella strike in Yangon earlier this
month marking the 34th anniversary of the 1988

pro-democracy uprising.

The strike staged by Yangon anti-regime activists holding umbrellas imprinted with the
Myanmar digit “8” in some of Yangon’s busiest places—despite the presence of tightened
security—went viral and spread to other parts of the world, with expats and supporters of
Myanmar’s pro-democracy struggle in the US, France, Australia, the Czech Republic, Japan,
South Korea and Taiwan copying the protest.

The Yangon People’s Strike on Thursday confirmed the arrests of its member and the
freelance photographer, both of whom are students at the SMVTI vocational training
institute, for involvement in the strike. It said the two were arrested on the night of Aug. 20
in Yangon’s Tamwe Township and Mayangone Township respectively.

During the arrests, large numbers of junta troops violently raided the places where the two
were staying, confiscated their belongings and reportedly took the pair to a military
interrogation center, the group said.

The group added that they fear for the lives of the pair, as no information has been learned
about the two since the arrests.

On Thursday, a pro-junta Telegram account that frequently exposes anti-regime activists in
an effort to get them arrested posted pictures of the two taken after their arrests, in which
one appeared to have been badly beaten.

In the pictures, the two are seen being forced to kneel down, with sheets of vinyl and the
umbrellas used in the anti-regime strikes positioned in front of them.

Yangon People’s Strike said that in the past few days, many young people had been arrested
by junta forces with the help of junta supporters.

“We would like to urge the public to take more security precautions than before, as well as
to help anti-regime protesters seeking shelter in their neighborhoods,” the group said.
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Since the coup, the junta has killed at least 2,239 people and arrested more than 15,000
including peaceful protesters, activists, elected lawmakers and striking civil servants.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-violently-detains-activist-

photographer-involved-in-umbrella-protest.html

Myanmar Resistance Group Apologizes for Killing Two Civilians in Bungled Hit

By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 August 2022

q The victims and the funeral of the couple. /
Mﬁ cl

A Mandalay resistance group has publicly
apologized after mistakenly killing a
married couple instead of a Myanmar junta
police officer.

The killings came two days after a family was killed by another resistance group in Saw
Township, Magwe Region, on Sunday.

On Tuesday morning, Ko Sithu Ko Ko and his wife Ma Hnin Wai Hlaing were shot dead by the
Tiger Force Mandalay (TFM) in Mandalay on a motorbike after dropping their daughter at
school.

TFM claimed responsibility but residents reported that the victims had no links to the
regime.

On Wednesday, TFM released a statement admitting that it mistakenly killed the couple
instead of Police Major Soe Ko Ko from Mandalay’s Criminal Investigation Department.

The group said its scouting team made an error in confirming the identity of the target and
was responsible for the killings.

The TFM apologized to the public and victims’ families, promising to accept any punishment
in a future criminal prosecution under a civilian government.

On Sunday, the Yaw Defense Force (YDF) killed six members of a family in Saw Township,
Magwe Region, alleging that some of the victims belonged to a pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee
militia.

Among the victims were the homeowner U Khin Maung Lin, his wife, their daughter-in-law,
their 13-year-old granddaughter and U Khin Maung Lin’s brother.

Some valuables were stolen from the house.
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Within hours, residents and six other resistance groups condemned the attack, calling it a
murder, robbery, dictatorial act and an abuse of power by an armed group.

Amid the criticism, the YDF released a statement saying it will investigate the case.

The civilian National Unity Government (NUG) has also opened a probe and told the YDF to
cooperate, U Naing Htoo Aung, secretary of the NUG’s defense ministry, told The Irrawaddy.

The YDF, which operates in Saw, Hteelin and Gangaw townships, is not under the ministry’s
command.

The resistance group was accused of killing two innocent people from Saw in April. The YDF
said the victims were junta informants.

The shadow defense ministry has received complaints accusing the Yinmabin People’s
Defense Force (PDF), led by Bo Thanmani in Yinmabin Township, Sagaing Region, of killing
21 people in five cases, along with abductions and robberies.

Bo Thanmani has subsequently admitted committing war crimes.

The ministry’s code of conduct released in September last year prohibits resistance groups
from torturing or killing prisoners of war.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-resistance-group-apologizes-for-

killing-civilians-in-bungled-hit.html

Myanmar junta kills civilians, torches hundreds of homes in Sagaing’s Paungbyin, PDF says

A column of around 80 soldiers attacks a village on the Chindwin River, burning more than
half of its homes and killing locals who were unable to flee

Nyein Swe | Published on Aug 25, 2022

A junta flotilla is seen travelling on the Chindwin
River near Kani Township in Sagaing Region
during the second week of August (Chindwin
Chitthu / Facebook)

Members of the resistance accused junta forces

in western Sagaing Region’s Paungbyin
1 Township of killing four civilians and torching
more than 300 households in the community

earlier this week.
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A column of around 80 Myanmar army troops attacked Tha Nga, situated on the eastern
banks of Chindwin River, with 60mm artillery shells on Monday afternoon before
overrunning the village, said Aung Zay, a spokesperson for the Pyaungbin chapter of the
anti-junta People’s Defence Force (PDF).

The troops reportedly travelled from the town of Mawleik, some 30 miles southwest of Tha
Nga, located on the opposite side of the Chindwin.

Around 60 locals including elderly people were trapped in the village when the soldiers
attacked, according to Aung Zay.

He added that the civilian casualties and damage to the community were discovered the
next day after the soldiers left Tha Nga after occupying a monastery overnight. The
identities of the deceased were not confirmed at the time of reporting.

The village, located at the southern edge of Paungbyin, has 500 households and a
population of more than 4,000 people.

The Paungbyin PDF began attacking junta targets in January, ambushing police stations and
army columns within the township.

On August 16, a combined force of junta soldiers and allied Pyu Saw Htee militia members
attempted to destroy two Paungbyin PDF camps located a few miles outside of the
township’s administrative centre, Aung Zay said. The attack reportedly lasted around half an
hour, with the regime troops retreating after one was killed.

Three days later, the PDF said that they used explosives to attack a coalition made up of
militia members and troops from the Shanni Nationalities Army, an armed group accused of
fighting alongside the Myanmar military.

More than 20 Pyu Saw Htee members were killed, the Paungbyin PDF claimed.

The soldiers retaliated, raiding three nearby villages and burning and looting several homes,
Aung Zay said.

On August 21, a six-vessel naval flotilla travelling down the Chindwin River reportedly shot
at villages along the waterway using RPGs and machine guns. Several Pyu Saw Htee
members, junta troops, and prisoners en route to relocation after previously being held in
the town of Hkamti—more than 130 miles north of Paungbyin—were on board at the time
of the assault, according to the PDF spokesperson.

Shells fired from the ships injured at least two locals who were living near the Chindwin, he
said, adding his resistance force did not attack that same unit when they had travelled
upstream to Hkamti on August 6.

Myanmar Now is unable to independently verify the spokesperson’s accounts.
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The military has not released any information on its activities in Paungbyin.

During his August 17 meeting with UN Special Envoy on Myanmar Noeleen Heyzer, junta
chief Min Aung Hlaing denied accusations that his armed forces have torched houses in
villages across the country.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-kills-civilians-torches-hundreds-

of-homes-in-sagaings-paungbyin-pdf-says

Myanmar’s Armed Resistance Increasingly Going on the Offensive
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 August 2022

Myanmar regime administration offices, police stations and other locations are being
targeted as resistance forces step up their offensive attacks aimed at disrupting the military
junta’s ability to govern the country.

The attacks are a sign that the military regime is still struggling to bring the country under its
control and thwart the people’s armed revolution.

Until recently, People’s Defense Force (PDF) groups limited their actions to defensive
operations, ambushing military detachments and convoys that were on their way to raid
resistance camps or villages.

More recently, the PDFs and ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) have stepped up their
armed revolution, conducting aerial bombardments, artillery strikes and surprise raids and
attacks on junta-controlled government administration offices, police stations and military
bases across the country.

On Aug. 15, PDF groups and the Karen National Liberation Army, the armed wing of the
Karen National Union (KNU), jointly raided police stations, administration offices and a court
in the town of Kawkareik in Karen State.

The resistance forces raided district and township police stations and attacked regime forces
guarding a bank in the town.

The KNU said on Saturday that three police officers including a police major died on the spot and five
of eight wounded police later died in hospital. During the firefight, six weapons were seized.

It said KNU troops burned down the town’s General Administration Department office, court and
police station.

“We launched the raid to threaten the junta’s administrative mechanism,” Ko Thein Hngyut, an
official of the PDF group White Dragon Battalion, which was involved in the raid, told The Irrawaddy
on Thursday.
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He added, “There will be many urban raids in the future, because we have chosen armed
revolution to fight back against the military regime.”

After the raid, regime forces based in Kawkareik town randomly shelled two nearby villages.
In the junta’s artillery strikes, a 2-year-old child was killed and four other villagers including
a child were injured, the KNU said.

On Aug. 21, two resistance groups raided a police station in Monywa Township, Sagaing
Region, according to the resistance group Myanmar’s Royal Dragon Army (MRDA), which
coordinated the attack.

Resistance fighters on a vehicle attacked regime forces at a police station after stopping
their vehicle in front of an office building.

In the attack, seven junta police officers and soldiers were killed while two resistance
fighters suffered minor injuries, Bo Nagar, the head of the MRDA, told The Irrawaddy on
Monday.

All resistance fighters had to retreat from the area after the regime brought in
reinforcements. The police captain was reportedly hospitalized after being shot in her chest.

A military outpost in Shadaw Township, Kayah State on
Sunday after it was occupied by Karenni Army and
resistance forces. / Karenni Army Center

“It was a successful raid as we managed to threaten the
regime forces. We were able to send them [the regime
forces] a message that they will face more intensive raids
by PDFs in the future,” said Bo Nagar of the MRDA, who has
become one of the country’s most popular resistance fighters for his armed revolutionary

activities against junta forces.

He added that PDF groups have managed to launch offensive actions against regime forces
and military bases since late last year, when they began to receive automatic weapons.

Currently, many areas of the region are under the control of PDF forces, as resistance
fighters with firearms can move around freely, while regime forces don’t dare to go outside.

“They [regime forces] become very agitated and feel insecure when they go outside. They
don’t dare to move freely,” Bo Nagar said.

Explaining the resistance forces’ domination of the region, he said, “The important thing is
that PDF fighters have fully won the hearts and minds of the people as their beloved, loyal
and respected revolutionary soldiers protecting them from the undisciplined regime forces,
whom they hate.”
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Meanwhile, resistance groups based in Sagaing and Magwe regions and Kayah State
conducted offensive attacks—including aerial strikes using drones—on regime bases in
several townships last week.

The Myaung People’s Defense Force-TGR claimed to have killed four regime personnel,
including three members of a pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia, and injured five others
during their aerial bombardment of a military camp at Kangyi Gone Village in Sagaing’s
Chaung-U Township on Saturday.

A video shows a compound of houses being targeted with improvised bombs dropped by
the PDF’s drones.

On the same day, a shootout erupted between local resistance forces and 10 regime troops
performing sentry duty near Ma Daung Hla Village in Sagaing’s Khin-U Township. In the 30-
minute firefight, five regime soldiers were killed, said Khin-U resistance groups.

Meanwhile, resistance forces also bombed a military camp in the village using drones and
improvised bomb launchers. However, the number of military casualties was unknown.

Two other resistance groups attacked regime forces who were burning houses in three
villages in which they were deployed in Yinmabin Township, Sagaing Region on Saturday. In
the attacks, two soldiers were reportedly killed and another injured by PDF snipers.

The Myaung Special People’s Defense Force (MSPDF) also claimed to have injured four
regime soldiers including an army captain when their combined resistance forces bombed a
military force deployed at Min Ywa Village in Yesagyo Township, Magwe Region last Friday
using drones.

The PDF group’s video shows a drone dropping an improvised bomb.

Last Thursday, a 30-minute firefight broke out in Pakokku Town in Magwe Region when a
combined force of 10 resistance groups raided regime forces deployed at a hall in the
township’s industrial zone.

Young Force-UG, a resistance group that joined the raid, said six regime personnel were
killed in the raid. They were unable to seize military weapons as regime reinforcements
were called in, the PDF group said.

A video shows a fierce clash that erupted after resistance fighters raided the regime forces.

A military outpost in Shadaw Township, Kayah State was seized and burned down by
resistance forces after the Karenni Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF) and Karenni Army,
the armed wing of the Karenni National Progressive Party, launched an offensive attack on
the military camp on Saturday.
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The KNDF said that regime forces abandoned their outpost after coming under attack from
resistance forces. On Aug. 15, one junta soldier was killed and another injured when a
combined force raided another military camp near Pon Chaung Village in the same
township.

On that morning, combined Karenni forces also bombed two military infantry battalions in
Hpruso Township, Kayah State using heavy weapons, the KNDF said.

It said the two battalions had attacked civilian targets using artillery shells.

A police station burns after being occupied by PDF
fighters in Myaing Township, Magwe Region in
January 2022. / Myaing PDF

Firefights between regime forces and Karenni

resistance forces also broke out in Demoso and
Loikaw townships in Kayah State over the past week, said the KNDF.

Urban attacks in Yangon

The military regime is also struggling to contain armed resistance against its rule in the
commercial capital Yangon, where it has been facing a series of assassinations of its
administrators and blasts and attacks by PDF groups nearly every day.

Since March last year, administration offices in villages, wards and townships have been
torched and bombed by resistance fighters seeking to prevent the regime from governing
the country.

On Monday, six regime-appointed village administrators were shot dead along with a driver
while they were returning to Zeephyu Gone Village in Yangon’s Twante Township in a
vehicle after attending a meeting at the township administration department.

Urban Guerilla Force Twante claimed responsibility for the assassinations. The resistance
group said the administrators cooperated with the military regime in arresting and torturing
civilians and anti-regime demonstrators as well as in seizing the properties of anti-coup
protesters in the village.

On Saturday, a regime-appointed ward administration member was shot dead at North
Okkalapa Township, Yangon.

Meanwhile, two people accused of being junta informants were shot dead by underground
resistance forces in Shwepyithar and Thanlyin townships in recent days.

Several resistance groups based in Yangon have repeatedly warned all junta-appointed
administrators and alleged junta informants to stop working for the military regime.
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on-the-offensive.html

13 Myanmar army bases abandoned in Karenni State since the coup: KNPP

The Karenni armed group said that troops stationed in the state routinely suffered heavy
casualties when they left the bases

Esther J | Published on Aug 25, 2022

Members of the Karenni Army take part in a graduation
ceremony for military trainees in October 2021
(KNPP/Facebook)

Myanmar’s military has abandoned a total of 13 bases in
Karenni (Kayah) State since resistance to its rule began

more than year ago, according to the Karenni National

Progressive Party (KNPP).

The group, whose armed wing, the Karenni Army (KA), is one of the main anti-junta forces
active in the state, said that the bases were located in four of the state’s seven townships.

Eight were in Shadaw Township, Hpruso and Mese townships had two each, and one was in
Bawlakhe, KNPP secretary Khu Daniel told Myanmar Now.

“None of the bases were temporary outposts. They had all been in those areas for more
than 10 years,” he said, adding that the most recent base to be abandoned was in Shadaw.

Troops retreated from the base on August 5 and the KA subsequently burned it down, he
said.

Over the past 15 months, a number of armed resistance groups have emerged in Karenni
State in response to brutal crackdowns on anti-coup protests.

The KNPP, which has fought successive dictatorships in Myanmar for decades, has joined
forces with many of these newer groups, which include the Karenni Nationalities Defence
Force and chapters of the People’s Defence Force operating under the command of the
elected National Unity Government.

Using guerrilla tactics, the resistance forces have gained some degree of control in much of
the state, including even in the capital Loikaw, located just over 200km east of Naypyitaw,
where the military council’s administration is based.
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The regime has responded to attacks on its troops with heavy artillery and aerial assaults,
but has so far failed to dislodge local groups, which rely on their superior knowledge of the
state’s terrain and the support of civilians to continue putting pressure on the junta’s forces.

“We don’t really stay in a base and fight from there. We can move wherever we want to,”
said Khu Daniel, contrasting this situation with that of regime troops stationed in the state.

“The military council’s forces are largely confined to their battalions and bases. Whenever
they go out and make movements on the ground, we engage them,” he said.

Once they leave their bases, junta troops are extremely vulnerable to ambushes and
routinely suffer heavy casualties, he added.

“Using guerrilla tactics, such as snipers, we can block their logistical support routes. This is
why they have given up a number of their bases,” he said.

Earlier this month, the military sent hundreds of troops towards Demoso Township from
bases in southern Shan State and Loikaw in an attempt to gain complete control over the
township. Clashes between resistance forces and the junta army have been reported on a
daily basis since then.

According to the Progressive Karenni People’s Force (PKPF), a youth group that monitors the
ongoing conflict, there have been at least 420 clashes in Karenni State and neighbouring
townships in southern Shan State since the coup.

Around 1,300 junta soldiers and 150 resistance fighters have been killed in those clashes,
the latest PKPF figures, released on August 16, show.

At least 300 civilians have also been killed, while more than 200,000 have been displaced,
according to the group.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/13-myanmar-army-bases-abandoned-in-karenni-

state-since-the-coup-knpp

Fighting between Myanmar junta and Karen forces intensifies

The Karen National Union says it has inflicted heavy casualties in the regime’s forces despite
being outgunned.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.08.25

Karen National Union forces have killed nearly 50 soldiers from Myanmar’s military in
weeks of heavy fighting in an area near the Thai border that, despite a major junta
offensive, remains controlled by the KNU.
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Members of local militia Cobra Column in KNU’s
Brigade 6 area seen on a truck in an undated photo.
Cobra Column

% There have been 33 clashes between the KNU and
the junta since the military launched a major
offensive in the area in early August. Despite

. heavy bombardment, the KNU says it has largely
deflected the attacks with two killed and 16 wounded compared to 48 junta troops killed
and 80 wounded, a KNU statement on Wednesday said.

RFA has not been able to confirm the casualty numbers. The KNU also said that the
fighting had forced a number of residents in the Myawaddy and Kawkareik areas to flee
and that one civilian had been killed.

According to the statement, Kawkareik district, known in the Karen language as Dooplaya
district, has been the site of fighting between the KNU and 18 junta battalions, 17 of
which were under the 11th, 22nd, and 44th divisions of the Border Guard Force.

Junta troops have focused their attacks on the eastern side of the Dawna mountain
range, Padoh Saw Liston, the secretary of the district, told RFA’s Burmese Service.

“The attacks were primarily in the south of Myawaddy and south of Kawkareik. Clashes
have been going on continuously since December 2021,” he said. “They are focusing on
the area in the eastern part of Dawna Range. | don't know why they are targeting the
area. There were many casualties during each battle.”

.
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Fighting in Dooplaya became more intense after a

Area of heavy fighting
““““""‘“‘"‘s"’“’"g““"g"’a”;"“'a"’"“’”““‘“”'M“‘“"""”.”"“““”*'“ change in the leadership of the Southeast
P T Regional Military Command, Padoh Saw Liston
oA said. Maj. Gen. Myat Thet Oo, who had led the

northern command in Kachin, switched roles with
Maj. Gen. Ko Ko Maung, who had been
commander of the southeast command in Karen,
the Irrawaddy news service reported on Aug. 20.

The six battalions under the Karen National
Liberation Army’s 6th Brigade and a defensive

force called the Cobra Column are fighting against the military offensive.

Junta soldiers have used artillery rockets, howitzer guns and airstrikes in the fighting,

Myothura Ko Ko, the information officer of the Cobra Column, told RFA. The column is

defending the Thone Dat Kway area on the Myawaddy-Waw Lay Road.
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“Fighting has become more intense in the last seven days. The junta army was using more
force than before,” he said.

“In addition to having superior numbers, they have opened many fronts, and a large
number of heavy weapons are being used for covering fire. In the aerial bombardments,
they are using 500-pound bombs,” Myothura Ko Ko said. “They also use cluster bombs. A
lot of airstrikes were launched in the same place and the fighting was fierce.”

RFA tried to contact junta spokesman Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun by phone, but he did not
answer.

One of the local militia Cobra Column’s
camps in the Lay Kae Kaw region, Kayin
state, was destroyed by junta air raids May
19, 2022. Credit: Cobra Column

Pado Saw Liston said the KNU suffered
fewer casualties due to their strong
morale, familiarity with the territory, and
ability to use guerilla warfare.

s Civilians had to flee to the banks of the

2

f«)’ff - & B W = -
Thaung Yin (Moei) River and are running low on food, a refugee told RFA.

“We have had to run from place to place since the battles began. We can only run on
foot. We don’t have cars or motorcycles to flee to safety. We ran into the rain forests and
slipped in the mud,” the refugee said.

“Adults have to be carried by others. We were all running away in fear ... right up to the
river bank [of Thaung Yin]. We sleep on the shore. We eat by the shore. Some people do
not even have any food.”

According to KNU's statement, at least 90,291 people have been displaced due to the
fighting in the area controlled by the KNU’s 6th Brigade that intensified in December
2021.

The sources in this report declined to name specific locations for security reasons.
Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Eugene Whong.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/fighting intensifies-08252022170226.html|
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Mine blast kills woman searching for missing husband in Myanmar’s Chin state

It is not clear whether the device was planted by government forces or the anti-junta
Arakan Army.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.08.25

File photo of landmines. Josh Michael

A woman was killed when a mine
exploded as she was searching for her
missing husband in Chin state’s Paletwa
" township on Wednesday.

Locals identified her as Nan Long Kham,
- s 43, and her husband as Aye Khing from
Ah Baung Thar village.

“The landmine blew off both her legs and critically injured her body and hands,” a local,
who did not want to be identified for security reasons, told RFA.

Residents said it was not clear whether the landmine was planted by junta troops or the
AA, neither of which has claimed responsibility.

RFA has also been unable to independently confirm who planted the device.

Locals said the woman’s body was found 300 meters (0.2 miles) from the opposite side of
the stream to the village. They buried her the same day.

The woman’s husband is the head of the village’s Post-Primary School. Residents said Aye
Khing did not return home after going to pick bamboo shoots near the village on Sunday.

Paletwa township, in the western state which shares a border with Bangladesh, has seen
intense fighting between junta forces and the local Arakan Army, particularly in the past
month as the AA tries to take control of Paletwa.

The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA)
reported on Aug. 10 that a total of 162 civilians were caught in blasts by landmines, or
unexploded ordnance, in the five months from January to the end of May. There were 83
explosions, killing 33 people and injuring 129.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/mine-blast-kills-woman-
08252022032429.html
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Fighting blocks off medicines and foodstuff to Paletwa and Maungdaw: OCHA Myanmar
PUBLISHED 25 AUGUST 2022

YANGON----Due to the ongoing fighting between Tatmadaw[military]
and Arakan Army (AA), transport of medicines and feedstuff already
has been restricted so also security has been beefed up in paletwa
Township of Chin State and Maungdaw Township in Rakhine State,
according to the announcement of Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs in Myanmar(OCHA Myanmar) issued yesterday.

The OHCA Myanmar reported that the regional security in Rakhine State is unstable due to
the flash fighting between AA and Tatmadaw.

The fighting is now intensifying in Wailar Mountain of northern Maungdaw Township,
Rakhine State by using heavy weapons. So, 100 households comprising 364 family members
in Rathetaung Township have been displaced and partner organizations are now providing
aids to the displaced villagers, according to OCHA Myanmar.

The OCHA Myanmar said that fighting frequently took place in paletwa Township, Chin
State, since the early of August in 2022. So, the authorities restricted transport of medicines
and food supplies to Paletwa Township of Chin State and Maungdaw Township in northern
Rakhine State so also the security has been beefed up at the many places including land
route and water way.

The previous fighting between AA and Tatmadaw had forced up to nearly 50,500 villagers to
flee their homes. Although the partner organizations were fulfilling the basic requirements
for the displaced villagers, they have faced difficulties of restrictions at the IDPs camps,
according to OCHA Myanmar.

The OCHA Myanmar reported that due to torrential rain poured down in Rakhine State since
August 16th, flood occurred in many wards and Kyauktalon IDPs camp in Kyaukphyu
Township, Rakhine State. So, about 80 people living in Thanban Chaung Ward and 15
households from Kyauktalon IDPs camp were sent to temporary flood relief camps. On
August 18th, water level decreased so the flood victims returned back to their IDPs camp.

The Humanitarian Partner Organizations will be renovating waterway system and cesspits
which were destroyed in Kyauktalon IDPs camp due to torrential rain.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/fighting-blocks-off-medicines-and-foodstuff-to-paletwa-

and-maungdaw-ocha-myanmar
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IDPs Want MNDAA To Leave Kutkai Camp
25th August 2022
IDPs Want MINDAA To Leave Kutkai Camp

Civilians displaced from their villages by
fighting are demanding that Myanmar
National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA)
soldiers leave their camp in Kutkai Township

after the armed group reportedly beat two

of the residents.

Last week, MNDAA soldiers, who were reportedly drunk, accused Zau Rein, 31, and Maran
Zau Bawk, 35, of being spies after the men returned from a fishing trip to Zup Awng
internally displaced persons (IDP) camp.

About 200 residents met with 10 MNDAA officials to list their demands. A male resident told
KNG they demanded an apology for assaulting the men, money to pay their medical bills, a
guarantee that the army will solve any future problems by talking to camp officials and that
the armed group will leave the camp as soon as possible.

KNG has previously reported on the residents’ efforts to get the MNDAA to leave the camp,
which was established in 2011 and is located about 12 miles from Kutkai town. Since the
military coup in February 2021, the 1,000 inhabitants have not received any humanitarian
aid.

The Kokang armed group has been fighting the Burma Army (BA), which sometimes attacks
the camp, since about 300 soldiers moved in at the beginning of the year.

In June, the junta shelled it and two bombs hit a house, killing Nan Lai, 56, and her 28-year-
old daughter Dawng Naw instantly. La Awng, 85, suffered leg and back injuries and another
person was wounded.

The MNDAA'’s Kokang Facebook page reported in May that the soldiers were not disturbing
the IDPs who needed their protection from the BA.

“Practically speaking, it is exactly the opposite of what they say,” said a man living in Zup

Awng on condition of anonymity. “They told us that they would protect us, but we would
rather they protect us somewhere else, not in our camp...l think it’s just their propaganda
and we do not trust them.”

During the meeting, MNDAA officers promised to pass on the information to their superiors
but didn’t seem to listen to their demands, according to residents who were present.
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“They’re communists. They don’t understand religion. They don’t understand our language.
We don’t understand their language either and if there’s a problem, it’s very difficult to
solve it,” the man said.

The residents said that the Kokang don’t seem to understand that living with them in the
camp without their consent is a violation of their human rights.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/08/25/idps-want-mndaa-to-leave-kutkai-camp/

Myanmar Coup Conspirator Took Suu Kyi’s Naypyitaw Home
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 August 2022

U Khin Yi, one of the key conspirators in last year’s coup, took over the Naypyitaw residence
of ousted civilian leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, until he was ousted last week from his
position as the regime’s Minister for Immigration and Population.

Junta chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing picked the former Brigadier General as a
minister in August 2021. Despite losing his job, U Khin Yi is still the vice chair of the regime’s
proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP). He was formerly police chief under
the previous military regime led by Senior General Than Shwe, and the immigration minister
in the quasi-civilian administration led by U Thein Sein.

As State Counselor, Suu Kyi lived at 33(A) Mya Nan Bon Thar Street in the Myanmar capital
from 2016 until last year. Mya Nan Bon Thar is a cul-de-sac in Zeya Theikdi Ward, a
neighborhood where ministers live that is located between the presidential residence and
parliament. Suu Kyi was detained in the house for months after the military takeover.

When she was moved from the house to a secret location, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was given
only a few minutes to pack. She is now being held in solitary confinement at Naypyitaw
Prison.

In August 2021, the military regime removed Suu Kyi’s belongings from the house and U
Khin Yi moved in when he became immigration minister.

A reward for Khin Yi

People were not immediately aware that U Khin Yi had taken up residence at Suu Kyi’s
home, but the junta could not conceal it for long.

When Suu Kyi was detained in the house after the coup, there was a checkpoint and gate at
the entrance to the cul-de-sac. The checkpoint was removed after U Khin Yi moved in.
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Being given the house was U Khin Yi’s reward for helping coup leader Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing stage the putsch that ousted the Suu Kyi-led National League for Democracy

(NLD) government.

Mya Nan Bon Thar Street, where Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi’s Naypyitaw residence is located, seen in the
second week of August.

Former Brigadier General U Khin Yi is one of the many
generals, including Min Aung Hlaing, who have proved
time and time again that they detest Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi. The fact that he took over her residence,

despite the fact that there are many other vacant
houses in Zeya Theikdi Ward, is proof of the regime’s loathing for Suu Kyi.

However, as the residence is a state-owned property, U Khin Yi had to leave after he lost his
ministerial position.

Coup conspirator

Along with U Soe Thane, a fellow former minister in U Thein Sein’s quasi-civilian
government, U Khin Yi encouraged Min Aung Hlaing to seize power from the NLD
government.

He had good reason to do so. As vice-chairman of the military’s proxy Union Solidarity and
Development Party (USDP), U Khin Yi lost to an NLD candidate in the 2020 general election.
The USDP also suffered a humiliating defeat in the poll, winning even fewer seats than it did
in the 2015 general election.

At a Yangon press conference held by the USDP and its allied parties on November 26, 2020
in response to the election defeat, U Khin Yi asked, “On whom should we rely?” That gave
the impression that he was waiting for the Myanmar military to intervene in the political
situation.

U Khin Yi organized 22 pro-military demonstrations between January 21 and February 25,
2021.

After the coup, U Khin Yi was made immigration minister, while Daw Thet Thet Khaing, who
also wanted the military to seize power, was also rewarded with a ministerial position.

A loyal servant of dictators

Born on December 29, 1952, U Khin Yi is 69 and was part of the 17" intake of the Defense
Services Academy.
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He served as chief of the Myanmar Police Force and deputy home affairs minister under
former military dictator Senior General Than Shwe, and oversaw the house arrest of Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi.

Later, he became immigration and population minister in U Thein Sein’s administration and
was part of that government’s peace negotiation team. Although he was not as popular as
fellow ministers U Soe Thane and U Aung Min, U Khin Yi was regarded as one of the most
reliable ministers in U Thein Sein’s government.

U Khin Yi

U Khin Yi lost his seat at the 2015 general election
and failed to win again in 2020. But he was rewarded

with a ministerial position for his part in the coup.

‘ A ‘M However, he surprisingly lost his job in a recent
cabinet reshuffle. But he remains vice-chairman of the USDP and a trusted aide of Min Aung
Hlaing.

Many believe that he was removed from his ministerial job to assume a more important
responsibility in the future. With the coup leader planning an election next year, it is
possible that U Khin Yi is being lined up to become the next head of the USDP, replacing U
Than Htay.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-coup-conspirator-took-suu-kyis-

naypyitaw-home.html

UK Imposes More Sanctions on Myanmar Military-Linked Companies
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 August 2022

The UK announced a further round of sanctions against Myanmar’s junta on Thursday,
targeting three military-linked businesses including Sky One Construction Co. Ltd, which the
coup leader’s son is a director of.

Also sanctioned are the Star Sapphire Group of Companies and the International Gateways
Group of Companies Limited, according to the UK government’s press release.

Britain stated in the press release that the three companies are being sanctioned in an effort
to limit the Myanmar military’s access to arms and revenue.

Sky One Construction Co. Ltd was established in April 2013 by junta crony U Maung Maung

Naing, who fronts a number of businesses connected to regime chief Senior General Min
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Aung Hlaing’s family. His son, Aung Pyae Sone, is a director of Sky One, according to the
Directorate of Investment and Company Administration.

In recent years, Sky One won the contracts to build a new ward at the military hospital in
Yangon’s Mingaladon Township, to construct a media center for the regime’s mouthpiece
Myawaddy TV in the compound of the military records office, and to build the private Moe
Kaung Treasure Maternal and Child Hospital, which is owned by Min Aung Hlaing’s family
and is also inside the military records office compound.

The company has also won contracts to expand two military air bases, Cocogyun and
Hmawbi, in Yangon Region.

Business sources said that Sky One makes huge profits from military-linked projects, as the
Myanmar military pays the prices quoted by the company.

The Star Sapphire Group of Companies play a key role in enabling the military regime’s
crimes against the Myanmar people. The group has acquired wealth through corruption and
illicit business dealings, according to investigations by Justice For Myanmar, a covert group
of activists campaigning for justice and accountability.

Star Sapphire Group is controlled by individuals linked to the Myanmar military, and has
been involved in a wide range of businesses, including mining, manufacturing, defense,
casinos, energy, agriculture and trade.

International Gateways Group of Companies Limited (ICG) has been involved in arms
procurement for the Myanmar military worth millions of US dollars. ICG is also controlled by
a small group of individuals linked to the junta and has a long history of supplying arms and
other equipment to the Myanmar military.

Justice For Myanmar welcomed the new UK sanctions.

“The UK government’s latest round of sanctions helps to stop the continued flow of arms
and funds to the Myanmar military junta, a terrorist organization that commits atrocity
crimes with total impunity,” said Ma Yadanar Maung, the Justice For Myanmar
spokesperson.

The latest sanctions are also intended to impact the case brought by Gambia against
Myanmar at the International Court of Justice, which will determine whether Myanmar
violated its obligations under the Genocide Convention in relation to the military’s violence
against the Rohingya ethnic minority in 2016 and 2017.

The same individuals responsible for the ethnic cleansing of the Rohingya now head the
junta and have been waging a campaign of terror against the Myanmar people since last
year’s coup.
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Over 2,200 people have been killed by the military regime, while more than 15,000 have
been arrested. The junta has employed widespread torture, indiscriminate air and artillery
strikes and the torching of villages in its war against the Myanmar people, said Ma Yadanar
Maung.

Justice For Myanmar has also called on the United Nations and its member states to take
coordinated action against the junta to stop the flow of funds and arms that sustain its
crimes, and to hold all perpetrators of those atrocities to account.

“We condemn the continued inaction of Australia, India, Japan and South Korea, regional
democracies that have so far refused to impose any sanctions on the junta. We demand that
they live up to their international responsibilities and act,” said Justice For Myanmar.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/uk-imposes-more-sanctions-on-myanmar-

military-linked-companies.html

Myanmar Junta Detains Former British Ambassador and her Artist Husband
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 August 2022

Myanmar’s military regime has arrested Britain’s former ambassador to Myanmar, Vicky
Bowman, along with her husband, Ko Htein Lin, a renowned artist and former political
prisoner.

The couple were arrested on Wednesday night at their home in Yangon and were taken to
the notorious Insein Prison on Thursday, where hundreds of political prisoners are being
detained, sources close to the family told The Irrawaddy.

The sources said that the former UK ambassador and her husband would face immigration
charges. A court hearing for the couple is scheduled for September 6.

Her arrest came as Britain imposed further sanctions on three military-linked companies

including Sky One Construction Co, of which Aung Pyae Sone, the son of coup leader Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing, is a director.

“We are concerned by the arrest of a British woman in Myanmar,” a UK embassy
spokesperson told AFP. “We are in contact with the local authorities and are providing
consular assistance.”

Vicky Bowman served as the UK’s envoy to Myanmar from 2002 to 2006, and was second
secretary in the embassy from 1990 to 1993.
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Since 2013, Bowman has been the director of the Myanmar Center for Responsible Business
(MCRB), an initiative to encourage responsible business activities throughout Myanmar. She
is a fluent Burmese Speaker.

Her husband Ko Htein Lin is a famous artist who was jailed by the previous military
dictatorship between 1998 and 2004.

In 2015, under the ousted civilian government, he showcased a series of sculptures in the
‘Show of Hands’ exhibition to highlight the plight of political prisoners.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-detains-former-british-
ambassador-and-her-artist-husband.html

Junta charges detained former UK ambassador and husband under immigration act

Vicky Bowman and her Burmese husband Htein Lin face up to five years in prison for
allegedly violating visa terms

Myanmar Now | Published on Aug 25, 2022

Vicky Bowman (left) and Htein Lin (MCRB and
Getty Images)

The Myanmar junta arrested Vicky Bowman,
former British ambassador to Myanmar, and her
Burmese husband, renowned artist Htein Lin, on
Wednesday night and charged them with violating
the Immigration Act, punishable by up to five

years in prison.

The pair were taken from their home in Yangon’s Sanchaung Township and immediately
sent to Insein Prison, according to a source close to the family. They were brought to the
township court on Thursday morning, where Bowman, who is a UK citizen, was charged with
violating Article 13(1) of Myanmar’s immigration law.

If convicted, the statute carries a prison sentence of six months to five years for overstaying
or breaking the terms of a visa, or illegal entry to Myanmar.

Htein Lin, whose hands were reportedly bound with a long iron chain when he appeared at
the court, was charged under Article 13(5) of the same law for facilitating Bowman’s alleged
violation. He potentially faces the same prison sentence.

The junta released a statement on Thursday evening accusing the couple of “failing to
report a change of address.” It said that Htein Lin and Bowman had stayed at a home in
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Kalaw, Shan State registered to Htein Lin from May 2021 until August 9 this year, despite
Bowman being listed through her visa as living at Pan Hlaing Residence in Sanchaung,
Yangon.

Bowman served as British ambassador to the country from 2002 to 2006. Prior to the
appointment, she was the embassy’s second secretary from 1990 until 1993.

Bowman has been the director of the Myanmar Centre for Responsible Business since 2013,
an initiative promoting responsible practices among commercial enterprises in the country.

Htein Lin is a well-known painter, performance artist, and former political prisoner who was
a member of the All Burma Students’ Democratic Front, an armed resistance force formed
in the wake of the 8-8-88 popular uprising. He was incarcerated from 1998 until 2004 by the
military regime in power at that time. His art frequently depicts the gruesome torture he
faced in prison and as a victim of internal fighting within the rebel group to which he once
belonged.

He later married Bowman and moved to London until they returned to Yangon in 2013.
The couple had been spending much of their time in Shan State since 2020.

They were reportedly recovering from recent Covid-19 infections at the time of their
arrest.

The criminal charges levied against the former British ambassador comes amid ongoing
diplomatic tension between Myanmar and the UK.

On Wednesday, the UK added three companies to their Myanmar sanctions list:
International Gateways Group of Companies, Sky One Construction Company and Sapphire
Group of Companies.

The Myanmar military regime expelled the head of the UK embassy, Pete Vowels, from the
country in July. Vowles was appointed ambassador one year earlier but he had not
presented his required credentials to the military council despite requests to do so by the
junta.

Nikkei Asia reported that the UK downgraded his title to chargé d'affaires in response to the
deteriorating situation in Myanmar. The junta refused to accept the appointment and called
on the UK government to send a replacement.

Vowles has been outspoken regarding the coup regime’s atrocities and Myanmar people’s
resistance movement to military rule. He was stranded in Thailand for several months
earlier this year as the military refused to issue him a visa to re-enter Myanmar. He was
later permitted to return to the country but tweeted on July 13 that he had been made to
exit.
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“My time in Myanmar comes to an abrupt end today. Sad & sorry to have been forced by
the junta to leave but glad we didn’t cave to pressure to legitimise their brutal coup,”
Vowles wrote at the time.

Editor’s Note: This article was updated on the evening of August 25 to include information
from the junta’s statement on the arrests.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-charges-detained-former-uk-ambassador-

and-husband-under-immigration-act

Rohingya rally for repatriation on 5th anniversary of brutal Myanmar crackdown
Thousands adopt the slogan “Hope is Home,” during demonstrations in Bangladesh camps.
By Sunil Barua, Abdur Rahman and Ahammad Foyez for BenarNews | 2022.08.25

Rohingya pray to be allowed to return to Rakhine
state in Myanmar during a rally at the Kutupalong
refugee camp in Bangladesh as they mark the fifth
anniversary of a bloody crackdown that forced
them from their homes, Aug. 25, 2022. BenarNews

‘ Rohingya refugees staged mass demonstrations
at camps in southeastern Bangladesh on Thursday to demand the world help repatriate
them to Myanmar, as they marked the fifth anniversary of a brutal Burmese military
offensive that spurred an unprecedented exodus.

Officials from the United Nations, the United States and other members of the
international community also commemorated the occasion by expressing their support
for Rohingya, who refer to Aug. 25 as “Genocide Remembrance Day.”

At about two dozen camps in Cox’s Bazar, the district where the refugees are sheltering
along the Bangladesh-Myanmar border, thousands took part in rallies with the slogan
“Hope is Home.”

“We no longer want to be refugees. We want to go back to our homeland,” Mohammed
Jubair, secretary general of the Arakan Rohingya Society for Peace and Human Rights
(ARSPH), said during a rally at the Kutupalong camp in Ukhia, a sub-district in Cox’s Bazar.

“l am requesting the international community to exert more pressure on Myanmar for a
safe repatriation.
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Rohingya also demanded that those responsible for the bloody crackdown by the
Burmese military that started on Aug. 25, 2017, be brought to justice and that those who
were expelled be repatriated to Myanmar’s Rakhine state with full dignity and civil rights.

“The world already knows how the Myanmar army killed the Rohingya people. That’s why
we cannot forget this day,” said Khin Maung, director of the Rohingya Youth Association,
who lives in Cox’s Bazar.

“Now we live in camps. Food, living conditions, nothing is good. We’ve been here for a
long time. That’s why we want to return to our villages, to our country, as soon as
possible.”

But the prospect of the stateless Rohingya Muslim refugees returning safely to their
villages and townships in their home state of Rakhine has become dimmer because of
post-coup bloodshed across Myanmar after Burmese generals seized power last year.

A Rohingya youth who attended the Kutupalong rally said he and others worried about
what might await them if they return to their Myanmar homes.

“We want an end to such a refugee life. But the present situation in Myanmar is not safe
enough, we want help from the world community,” Abdur Razzak said.

According to one Rohingya human rights activist based in Rakhine, some 600,000
Rohingya who did not flee to Bangladesh in 2017 have been subjected to stricter
repression since the 2021 coup and their movements within the state are even more
limited.

“Currently, they are facing many hardships. They are barred from visiting other villages
and subjected to religious and ethnic discrimination all the time,” said activist Zarni Soe.

“Now that the AA [Arakan Army] and the Burmese army are fighting again in northern
Rakhine state, we might even see worse things coming.”

About 740,000 Rohingya settled in Bangladesh after they fled the Myanmar crackdown,
bringing the number of refugees in the camps to about 1 million. The refugee population
concentrated in this corner of Bangladesh is the world’s largest.

On Thursday, a spokesman for Myanmar’s junta declined to comment on the anniversary
when RFA Burmese contacted him.

Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, the junta chief, met last week with Noeleen Heyzer, the
United Nations special envoy to Myanmar, where they discussed repatriation, according
to a transcript provided by the foreign ministry.

“The major issue here is we cannot accept the term ‘Rohingya’ which they themselves
have claimed while they are not Bangladeshi, but of Bengali race. We will accept the

Page 26 of 74



refugees in Bangladesh only after thorough verification process in accord with our
existing law, but not through international demands,” the senior general said then.

“We are not saying that we will not take back the Bengalis. We will accept [them] if they
can prove that they have resided in the country.”

Heyzer, who later traveled to Bangladesh, issued a statement from there on Thursday
where she called on Myanmar “to establish conducive conditions for the voluntary, safe,
dignified and sustainable return to Myanmar of all refugees and forcibly displaced
persons.

“The rights and security of the Rohingya people must be guaranteed and embedded in
Myanmar-led solutions toward a peaceful, democratic and inclusive future guided by the
recommendations of the Advisory Commission on Rakhine State,” Heyzer said.

After he met with Heyzer in Dhaka, Enamur Rahman, Bangladesh’s state minister for
Disaster Management and Relief, expressed hope that the Rohingya could return to their
homes in Rakhine soon.

“We hope that the repatriation will be started in September or October at least on a
small scale,” he told reporters.

Addressing a seminar in Dhaka, Foreign Minister A.K. Abdul Momen noted that
Bangladesh so far had hosted the Rohingya without a single one being repatriated to
Myanmar.

Shortly after the exodus began, Bangladesh and Myanmar officials in November 2017
agreed to begin voluntary repatriation three months later — but all attempts since then
have failed.

Bangladesh has been facing a prolonged security crisis because of the presence of so
many refugees in the southeast, he said, adding that the only solution is the safe,
voluntary and sustainable repatriation of the Rohingya.

as she participates in a rally at a Cox’s Bazar refugee
camp in Bangladesh, Aug. 25, 2022. Credit: BenarNews

International support for Rohingya

On the eve of the fifth anniversary, foreign ministers
and officials representing the United States, United Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand,
Canada, Norway, and the European Union collectively condemned the past and present
atrocities allegedly committed by Myanmar’s military.
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“Five years ago, the Myanmar military launched a violent attack on Rohingya
communities in Rakhine, killing, raping, and torturing thousands of Rohingya men,
women, and children,” they said in a joint ministerial statement.

The ministers also expressed concern about the U.N. Fact-Finding Mission’s
establishment of “consistent patterns of serious human rights violations and abuses, of
which many amount to grave crimes under international law.”

“The same actors that committed these reprehensible actions led the military coup d’état
in February 2021, and today continue to perpetrate atrocities against political dissidents
and vulnerable populations, including other ethnic and religious minorities across
Myanmar, and have done so for decades,” the ministers said.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken was among those top diplomats offering support
for the Rohingya.

“The United States stands in solidarity with the Government of Bangladesh and other
Rohingya-hosting governments in the region. As an essential component of an
international, comprehensive humanitarian response, we are working to significantly
increase resettlement of Rohingya refugees from the region, including from Bangladesh,
so that they can rebuild their lives in the United States,” he said in a statement.

Several hundred Rohingya families are in the United States and many have settled in
Chicago and Milwaukee, according to reports in U.S. media.

The U.S. Holocaust Museum in Washington also came out with a statement to mark the
anniversary.

“Five years after the genocide, the Rohingya community faces a precarious future,” said
Naomi Kikoler, director of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum’s Simon-Skjodt
Center for the Prevention of Genocide. “Those living within the country face ongoing
threats, and those who have fled abroad cannot return until the risk of genocide has
abated.

“The U.S. and other governments must redouble their efforts to support Rohingya, hold
perpetrators of the genocide accountable, and make sure Rohingya and others can forge
a peaceful future in Burma,” she said, using the old name for Myanmar.

The United Nations and United States have labeled the brutal attacks against Rohingya by
government forces and militiamen as genocide.

Elsewhere, officials and lawmakers from ASEAN countries called on the Southeast Asian
bloc to step up pressure on member-state Myanmar.

“ASEAN has to do more, with a real sense of urgency,” Malaysian Foreign Minister said
during an event with Rohingya activists to commemorate the anniversary.
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“The international community should not just look at the Rohingya as helpless victims,
but as people with their own identities, culture, and dignity, who are resilient and able to
determine their future.”

Mercy Barends, the Indonesian representative to the ASEAN Parliamentarians for Human
Rights, said Min Aung Hlaing and his allies should be in court and prevented from staying
in power.

“They have taken the international failure to act five years ago as a license to illegally
grab power from elected officials on Feb. 1, 2021, and commit further atrocities that
continue to this very day,” Barends said in a statement.

“It is long past time for ASEAN governments and their partners to take swift and stern
action against the perpetrators of the most serious crimes against humanity on the
Rohingya people.”

Michelle Bachelet, the U.N. human rights chief who is leaving her post at the end of
August and who met with Rohingya during a four-day trip to Bangladesh last week, also
marked the anniversary of the start of the exodus into the South Asian nation.

“[T]he yearning for one’s homeland, the desire of so many of the Rohingya to return
home resonated deeply with me. Sadly, the conditions needed for them to be able to
return to their homes in a voluntary, dignified and sustainable way are not there yet,”
she said in a statement on Thursday.

Tengku Noor Shamsiah Tengku Abdullah in Kuala Lumpur and RFA Myanmar contributed
to this report by BenarNews, an RFA-affiliated news service.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/bangladesh-rohingya-rally-
08252022170055.html

Refugees: ARSA rebels threaten Rohingya leaders who push for repatriation

Residents of sprawling refugee camps along Bangladesh’s border with Myanmar say crime
and violence are spreading.

By Sharif Khiam and Abdur Rahman for BenarNews | 2022.08.25

Members of the 16th Armed Police Battalion patrol at the
Shalbon Rohingya Camp in Teknaf, a sub-district in Cox’s
Bazar, Bangladesh, July 16, 2022.

Five years after hundreds of thousands of Rohingya fled a
brutal crackdown by Myanmar’s military, refugees stuck
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at camps in southeastern Bangladesh say they feel increasingly unsafe as ARSA rebels and
armed criminal gangs are targeting community leaders for attack.

Mohammed Jubair, who is among those leaders, says the Arakan Rohingya Salvation
Army has threatened him for his work as head of the Arakan Rohingya Society for Peace
and Human Rights (ARSPH). His group advocates for the repatriation of the refugees to
their home villages and townships in Rakhine state, which lies across the border from
Cox’s Bazar district.

“ARSA asked me to stop my work, otherwise they would kill me,” Jubair told BenarNews.

ARSA, formerly known as Al-Yaaqin, is the Rohingya insurgent group that launched
coordinated deadly attacks on Burmese government military and police outposts in
Rakhine that provoked the crackdown, which began on Aug. 25, 2017, and forced close to
three-quarters of a million people to seek shelter in Bangladesh.

The United Nations and United States have since labeled the mass killings, burnings and
rape allegedly committed by government forces and militiamen at Rohingya villages as a
genocide.

Jubair took over as head of the ARSPH after the September 2021 assassination of Muhib
Ullah, the society’s previous director, who had drawn international attention to the
refugees’ plight and visited the White House in Washington.

For years since the 2017 exodus into Cox’s Bazar, Bangladeshi government officials
denied that ARSA had a foothold or presence in the sprawling camps, which house about
1 million refugees near the frontier with Myanmar. But that changed with Muhib Ullah’s
killing by a group of gunmen and other attacks that followed.

In a report issued in June, Bangladesh police alleged that ARSA leader Ataullah Abu
Ahmmar Jununi had ordered Ullah assassinated because he was more popular.

Jubair blamed ARSA for killing Rohingya leaders who call for refugees to repatriate to
Rakhine state. He said that while ARSA claimed that its members were working to
“defend and protect” Rohingya against state repression in Myanmar, they wouldn’t flinch
in attacking refugees.

“ARSA never tolerates any Rohingya who are not part of their group,” he said. “They want
to ensure their domination everywhere.”

Since the government confirmed ARSA’s existence in the camps following Ullah’s killing,
thousands of Rohingya leaders and volunteers have joined police on nightly patrols.

Still, violence goes on. Six Rohingya were killed at their madrassa at the Balukhali camp
less than a month after Muhib Ullah’s murder and volunteers with safety patrols say
ARSA targets them for sharing information about crime in the camps.
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Security volunteer Mohammad Harun said ARSA wanted to make the madrassa a base
camp, but madrassa chief Maulana Akiz did not agree and, as a result, was among the six
killed.

“No one is safe from ARSA. In the camps where ARSA members stay, people are afraid to
go out even during the day,” Harun told BenarNews.

Since the unprecedented exodus into southeastern Bangladesh, not a single Rohingya
refugee has been repatriated, and the prospect of Rohingya going home to Rakhine is
further complicated by post-coup violence in what is now junta-ruled Myanmar.

Now, five years on, Rohingya say they feel trapped because they have little freedom of
movement in the camps and are largely barred from leaving their camps’ confines. About
27,400 others were transferred to Bhashan Char, an island in the Bay of Bengal where the
Bangladesh government built housing for about 100,000 of the refugees. Those on the
island have complained about being unable to leave to visit family members in the
mainland camps.

Noting the five-year anniversary, the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation
of human rights in Myanmar called on the “international community to redouble its
efforts to hold perpetrators accountable and deliver justice to the Rohingya inside and
outside Myanmar.

“It is long past time for the entirety of the international community to call these attacks
what they are — genocide. The Myanmar military has yet to be held to account for this
ultimate crime,” Tom Andrews said in a news release issued on Wednesday, the eve of
the anniversary.

“It is critical that, once and for all, the international community hold the Myanmar
military accountable for its atrocities,” Andrews said.

B é_,_e A grave is prepared for Muhib Ullah, a Rohingya

leader who was assassinated in the Kutapalong
camp in Bangladesh, Sept. 31, 2021. Credit: AP

Rohingya killed in camps

Police have said at least 121 Rohingya have been
; killed in the last five years at different camps in and
around Cox’s Bazar, while 414 ARSA members have been arrested since Ullah’s killing.

Mohammad Kamran Hossain, additional superintendent of the 8th Armed Police
Battalion, did not release details about ARSA’s presence in the camps.

“We are conducting drives to prevent crimes inside the Rohingya camps and root out the
criminal groups including so-called ARSA,” he told BenarNews.
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Hossain said about 11,000 Rohingya volunteers join police in patrolling the camps each
night, adding that many of the volunteers are being victimized because of their efforts to
alert police to ARSA activities.

Still, the patrols are having a positive effect in the camps.

“The activities of the criminals are being hindered due to the active role of the Majhi
[Rohingya leader] and volunteers in the camp. That is why rebel groups are angry and
attack them,” Hossain said, adding no one involved in crimes against Rohingya would be
exempt from prosecution.

BenarNews was unable to contact ARSA leaders for a comment in response to the
allegations.

‘In fear’ at every moment

Human rights activists described the Rohingya leaders as educated people working for
repatriation and against illegal drug dealings and other criminal activities.

“Many educated Rohingya leaders were already being killed by terrorists. Especially after
the killing of Muhib Ullah, many English-speaking Rohingya leaders have become silent
while few are active because of risks to their lives,” Khin Mong, founder of the Rohingya
Youth Association and a resident of the Unchiprang camp in Cox’s Bazar, told BenarNews.

Khin said he uses a pseudonym because of security concerns. While Ullah’s killing
shocked the world, ARSA had already killed other pro-repatriation leaders because the
rebels sought to establish their leadership in the camps, Khin said.

“All of us who are working in favor of repatriation and against various crimes in the
camps, including drug and human trafficking, are in fear of losing our lives every
moment,” Khin said.

Khin said pro-repatriation Rohingya leaders who were killed included Maulana Abdullah
of the Jamtoli camp and Arif Ullah of the Balukhali camp in 2018; Mulovi Hasim in the
Kutupalong camp and Abdul Matlab in the Leda camp in 2019; and Shawkat Ali in
Kutupalong’s Lambasia camp in May 2021.

He said the victims’ families blamed ARSA for the killings.

Meanwhile, the executive director of Ain-O-Salish Kendra, the nation’s leading human
rights organization, questioned law enforcers’ efforts to protect Rohingya.

“The level of risk for potential Rohingya leaders is increasing because the position of
criminals is constantly strong in the camp area,” Nur Khan Liton told BenarNews.
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He noted that the closure of the ARSPH office and restrictions on the organization’s
leaders after Ullah’s killing had added to the dangers faced by Rohingya.

ARSPH leader Jubair wrote to the U.N. refugee agency (UNHCR) last month, informing it
about the risks that he and his family face, according to a copy of the letter obtained by
BenarNews.

Along with Jubair, 17 Christian Rohingya families who have been in transit camps since
January 2020 because of a reported ARSA attack sent a letter to UNHCR requesting
protection.

“Authorities later rebuilt our houses, but we are still living here in a transit camp due to
fear of ARSA,” Saiful Islam Peter, one of 76 Christian Rohingya, told BenarNews.

Regina de la Portilla, a spokeswoman for UNHCR in Cox’s Bazar, told BenarNews that it
was providing support to Rohingya Christians, just as it supports all of the refugees in the
camps.

“The Government of Bangladesh is responsible for ensuring safety and security for the
Rohingya refugees and Bangladeshis living nearby, and so it is per their guidelines that
refugees may move between and outside the camps,” she said.

Female members of 8th Armed Police Battalion
speak with Rohingya women at the Kutupalong-
Balukhali mega camp area in Ukhia, Cox’s Bazar,
Bangladesh, July 3, 2022. Credit: BenarNews

Teachers threatened

Observers noted that teachers, including Jubair, are

facing their own threats from ARSA.

Rahmat Ullah, a teacher not related to Muhib Ullah who lives with his family at the
Balukhali camp, was forced to leave Rakhine state because of his profession. Security
volunteer Mohammad Harun said Rahmat Ullah was facing death and kidnapping threats
here as well.

Asif Munir, an immigration and refugee affairs analyst, said the government must take
some responsibility for the killings of Rohingya and other criminal activity in the camps.

“The authorities should be careful in this regard as the volunteers and organizers are now
known enemies to rebel groups,” Munir told BenarNews.

Munir, who used to work as an official with the International Organization for Migration,
said he was aware that many Rohingya youths hide from their camp homes at night
because armed groups including ARSA can pressure or threaten them to join.

Page 33 of 74



A criminology and police science professor, meanwhile, expressed concern about a lack
of coordination among security enforcers at the camps.

“The traditional policing will not work at Rohingya camps. The police should discuss with
the people who are at risk or vulnerable,” Md. Omar Faruk told BenarNews.

“There is a kind of conflict between the privileged and disadvantaged Rohingya in the
camps. Many Rohingya feel they are better off here than in Rakhine, while educated
Rohingya with better status think they will be better off if they go back,” said Faruk of the
Mawlana Bhashani Science and Technology University.

BenarNews is an RFA-affiliated news service.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/bandladesh-rohingya-08252022035957.html
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