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Myanmar Shadow Govt Probes Killing of Family by Resistance Group
By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 August 2022

The parallel National Unity Government (NUG) has started probing a case in which a
resistance group killed many members of a family including a 13-year-old girl in Magwe
Region, alleging that some members of the family belonged to a pro-military Pyu Saw Htee
militia group.

The Yaw Defense Force (YDF) killed six members of the family on Sunday night in Saw
Township’s Zeyar Ward. Among the victims were the house owner, U Khin Maung Lin, his
wife, their daughter-in-law, their 13-year-old granddaughter and U Khin Maung Lin’s
brother. Gold items, cash, two cars, phones and other valuables were stolen from the
victims’ house.

“We have received a complaint about the case, and have told the YDF to cooperate in our
investigation. We have already started an initial investigation by contacting other
[resistance] groups,” secretary U Naing Htoo Aung of the NUG’s Defense Ministry told The
Irrawaddy.

Neighbors hid in their homes during the raid, which lasted for nearly 45 minutes. Two other
residents were also injured by gunshots, according to locals.

Being merchants in a small town, it was unavoidable for the victims to deal with the
Myanmar military, but they were not known to be military informants, residents said.

A Saw resident said: “When you trade with [buyers and sellers in] Chauk, you have to submit
the list of items that you will buy from or sell to Chauk, and seek permission [from the
military]. Every truck carrying merchants’ cargo that leaves the town has to do that. So, they
[the family] dealt with the military involving the cargo shipment.”

Local residents were angry that victims were shot in their heads and chests, and robbed.

“They killed the victims cruelly, the way the military does. Three men had one-third of their
heads blown off. They were also shot in their chests. The way the women were killed was
also quite brutal. | could not sleep the whole night because of anger and sorrow,” said a
ward resident.

Six other local resistance groups released a joint statement on Monday condemning the YDP
for killing people without confirming whether they were military informants. The
perpetrators must take responsibility, they said.

A member of the Saw Township People’s Authority said: “We can’t accept that they acted as
they please just because they have arms. What is worse, one of the victims was just 13. We
condemn it as more like a terrorist act than killing military informants. It is unacceptable
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that they have recklessly killed people without making any verification about the complaint,
which may have been filed out of a personal grudge.”

Local residents and other resistance groups call the murder and robbery a dictatorial act and
an abuse of power by an armed group.

Within a few hours of the six local resistance groups’ condemnation of the incident, the YDF
released a statement defending its actions, saying the victims were Pyu Saw Htee members
who were in the middle of a meeting at the time of the raid, and were accidentally shot
dead in an exchange of fire.

The 13-year-old girl was accidentally shot dead as she tried to grab a gun, the YDF said,
adding that the son of the house owner shot at the resistance fighters and ran away.

However, locals denied the YDF’s allegation that the victims were Pyu Saw Htee or military
informants, adding that no one has been detained or harmed by the regime because of the
victims.

Following the criticisms from locals, the YDF released another statement saying it will
investigate the case to see if the responsible unit on the ground provided the central office
with false information.

When asked about the incident by The Irrawaddy, a YDF official said: “The YDF central
office’s investigation is ongoing, and it will issue a press release when the investigation is
over.”

The YDF statement said the perpetrators would be held accountable if they overstepped
their authority and committed unlawful killings.

The YDF, which operates in Saw, Hteelin and Gangaw townships, is not yet under the
command of the NUG’s Defense Ministry.

The resistance group was also accused of killing two innocent people from Saw in April after
accusing the two of being military informants. A complaint was also filed with the NUG in
that case.

In March, complaints were made about the crimes of the Yinmabin PDF led by Bo Thanmani
in Yinmabin Township. There were reports that the Yinmabin PDF killed 21 people in five
cases of killings, abduction and robberies. Resistance leader Bo Thanmani admitted
committing crimes, after complaints were filed with the NUG’s Defense Ministry.

The NUG’s war crime investigation central commission at the time said that it was
conducting investigations into possible war crimes. But it has not yet released details of how
it handled Bo Thanmani’s case.
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The NUG’s Defense Ministry in September last year released a military code of conduct and
rules of engagement for resistance groups including PDFs. The code of conduct requires
resistance fighters to compensate the owners an appropriate amount if they use civilian
property, and not to torture or kill prisoners of war.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-shadow-govt-probes-killing-of-family-

by-resistance-group.html

Alleged junta informant killed alongside family

The Yaw Defence Force claims responsibility for shooting a man accused of collaborating
with the Myanmar military, along with five others in his home, including a child

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Aug 24, 2022

Bodies of the six victims killed in the August 21 attack in Saw,
Magway Region (Supplied)

Six people including a child were killed by a local resistance
force in the town of Saw in central Myanmar’s Magway
Region on Sunday night, relatives and locals told Myanmar
Now.

A group of at least 13 gunmen arrived at the house of 60-

year-old Khin Maung Lin, the accused junta informant, at
around 8pm.

They stormed the residence and shot at all who were present, including Khin Maung Lin, five
of his family members, and four guests, said a relative who was not at the home at the time
of the incident but had spoken to survivors.

He said that the casualties included Khin Maung Lin, his 59-year-old wife Yin Ngwe, 58-year-
old brother Zaw Htay, 37-year-old daughter-in-law Khin Mar Thet, 13-year-old
granddaughter Thet Nyein Aye, and guest Aung Thein Win, age 52.

Khin Maung Lin’s 11-year-old grandson and three other guests survived, the source added.

“They were not in any uniform, but in civilian clothes,” the relative told Myanmar Now.
“They pointed their guns at them and shot them. The sides of their heads broke open.”

The 13-year-old girl was reportedly shot in the face, while Khin Maung Lin’s wife and
daughter-in-law were shot in the chest.

He said that the assailants also stabbed the bodies of Khin Maung Lin and his brother with
knives after shooting them.
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“It seemed like they stabbed them to make sure they were dead. There was a lot of blood...
very horrific.”

The attackers also took two cars, two motorbikes, gold jewellery and cash before fleeing the
scene of the murders, said the relative. Funerals for the victims were held on Monday
afternoon.

Two of the three guests who survived the attack were injured in the shooting and one is said
to be in critical condition.

Saw is located near the border separating Magway and Sagaing, in an area known as the
Yaw Region. It is also a stronghold of the armed resistance movement, where several anti-
regime defence forces are active, including those under the direct command of the elected
National Unity Government’s (NUG) ministry of defence.

The headquarters of one prominent local resistance group, the Yaw Defence Force (YDF),
issued a statement on Monday claiming that its Saw chapter was responsible for the killings.
It claimed that some of the victims were members of the Pyu Saw Htee militia, armed and
trained by the Myanmar military, and that they were holding a meeting in Khin Maung Lin’s
house.

The group also claimed that it had received complaints on five separate occasions from Saw
locals that Khin Maung Lin and other Pyu Saw Htee members had been acting as military
informants, guiding junta columns through the area, looting public property, selling drugs,
and providing support to coup regime soldiers.

According to the YDF statement, when their members arrived at the house in question,
other people in the area tipped off those inside. The YDF said they initially fired warning
shots into the air, but said Khin Maung Lin, his brother Zaw Htay and guest Aung Thein Win
attacked them with knives.

The YDF claimed that other people at the house, including Khin Maung Lin’s granddaughter
Thet Nyein Aye, attempted to snatch the gun from a YDF member and was shot accidentally.
Khin Maung Lin’s son Aung Aung Lin shot at them with his own gun and escaped the scene,
they added.

The YDF’s statement also rejected the relative’s claim that its members looted money and
jewellery as well as vehicles, saying that the group “seized” the property as “evidence.”

“The YDF is undertaking an investigation of the incident and will return this evidence to the
owners after it has concluded,” the resistance group said.

Hours after the first statement on Monday, the YDF headquarters issued another statement
vowing that if its members were found to have committed a crime, they would take action
against the perpetrators and issue an apology to the family.
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“We will also prevent similar incidents from happening in the future,” YDF said.

A Saw local denied the YDF allegation that Khin Maung Lin and his family had been involved
in activities in collaboration with the junta.

“They have nothing to do with the military or the USDP,” the local said, referring to the pro-
military Union Solidarity and Development Party. “But they have a family business and must
deal with the authorities to obtain permission letters when they have to travel.”

Khin Maung Lin’s relative who spoke to Myanmar Now said there was no reason to target
the bystanders.

“If they accused [Khin Maung Lin] of being an informant, can’t he just be the one who is
punished? Other people were also killed. They took cars and gold. This is a robbery. They
shot and killed everyone in an attempt to hide their crimes,” the individual said.

He urged the NUG to hold those who were involved in the attack accountable.

“l want them to be punished as they deserve. They killed people in such a cruel way,” he
said.

Naing Htoo Aung, the secretary of the NUG’s defence ministry, told Myanmar Now that they
were investigating the incident but refused to reveal further details.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/alleged-junta-informant-killed-alongside-family

Child Killed in Myanmar Junta Airstrike After Resistance Ambush
By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 August 2022

Four civilians, including a child and pregnant woman, were killed in Myanmar junta airstrikes
in Kawlin Township, Sagaing Region, on Tuesday night.

The regime has continued to conduct aerial bombardments and arson attacks on civilian
targets despite recent United Nations calls to end the attacks.

The airstrikes came after the regime reportedly suffered heavy losses in a resistance
ambush in neighboring Kantbalu Township on Tuesday morning, according to resistance
forces.

Three regime fighters reportedly bombed Thit Saint Kone village in the west of Kawlin
Township near the ambush site.

Kawlin Revolution, a media partner of the resistance forces, reported on Wednesday that
six-year-old boy Mg Pyae Sone and nine-month-pregnant Ma Phyu Zar Win were killed along
with two male villagers in the airstrike.
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Another villager was injured.

On Tuesday morning Kantbalu District Battalion (KDB) ambushed around 67 troops between
Letkokpin village in Kantbalu and Aung Chanthar village in Kawlin using explosives and
automatic rifles.

The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports and the area’s mobile internet has
been blocked, preventing resistance groups from providing photos to substantiate their
claims.

The attack appears to have been well-planned, including the evacuation of villagers. The
troops had been burning houses at a nearby village before the ambush, according to the
KDB.

In the two-hour ambush, around 40 regime troops were killed and three captains were
seized along with more than 20 firearms and ammunition, Bo Yaung Ni of the KDB told The
Irrawaddy on Wednesday.

Resistance fighters escaped the areas when an MI-35 helicopter and jet fighter were
deployed to help the troops.

Bo Yaung Ni said they were unable to count the number of dead bodies because of the
airstrike.

He said: “We are very upset about the deaths of civilians. We can protect civilians from
infantry soldiers but not airstrikes.”

Amid near-daily attacks from PDFs and ethnic armed organizations, the regime has
committed atrocities, including massacres, arbitrary torturing and the killing of civilians,
extrajudicial executions of resistance detainees, using civilian detainees as human shields,
artillery and airstrikes on residential areas, looting and burning houses and the acts of
sexual violence across the country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/child-killed-in-myanmar-junta-airstrike-after-

resistance-ambush.html

Six Civilians Die, Thousands Flee as Myanmar Troops Torch Three Sagaing Villages
By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 August 2022

Three villages in Yinmabin Township in the anti-regime stronghold of Sagaing Region were
burned down by the junta’s military forces between Aug. 18 and 21, leaving six civilians
dead and forcing over 7,000 residents to seek shelter in nearby forest areas and in other
villages, local residents and resistance groups said.
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A junta military column comprising 200 troops formed in Yin Paung Taing Village in the west
of the township a couple of weeks ago and traveled 22 km to launch the operation in the
targeted villages.

When they reached Ka Paing and Thee Kone villages on Aug. 18, they torched houses and
granaries. They returned the next day and torched more houses, the residents said.

As the military troops were torching Ka Paing Village, a 60-year-old man who had earlier
suffered a stroke and was unable to run died in the fire, according to the residents, who
added that the troops also killed five male detainees from Ka Paing and Thee Kone villages
on Aug. 18 and 19.

“We left the village at 8 a.m. on [Aug. 18] as we had been informed that the column was
getting near the village. We fled into the nearby forest and put up a tent, in which we lived
with four other families,” said Ka Paing resident Daw Kyi Kyi, 42.

Daw Kyi Kyi and her husband are farmers, growing crops and raising pigs. However, they had
to leave behind all of their possessions when they fled into the forest with their two
daughters.

“We don’t dare to go back into the village. They could come back to the village at any time.
And if they see us, they will just shoot and kill us right away,” she said.

Residents of nearby villages were providing them with some rice and cooking oil, she said.

“Our younger daughter is suffering from a fever as the weather is so cold here in the
jungle,” she said.

Military troops and local resistance group fighters clashed from Aug. 18 to 21 in the
northeast of Yinmabin Township, with intense fighting occurring in the areas near Ka Paing,
Thee Kone, Ka Phyu, Paung Wa, Tha Louk, Win Kone and Ywar Sin.

“[The military] sent reinforcements by helicopter, and shot from the helicopters too. We
fought them and had them surrounded, but they were able to move out from Yin Paung
Taing, then entered these villages and destroyed them,” said a member of the Myauk Yamar
People’s Defense Force (PDF).

Local PDF forces in Yinmabin collaborated in the operation to fight the military troops,
tracking the column’s movements for days.

Ka Paing is a big village with over 800 houses, more than 200 of which were destroyed by
the fires. Seven of Thee Kone’s more than 800 houses were burned down, while Paung Wa
Village, which has about 200 houses, lost over 40 homes to the fires set by the military
troops, according to the residents.
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In total, at least 260 houses were destroyed by the military forces, resulting in over 7,000
people from the three villages having to take shelter in the forest and nearby villages,
without enough food and medicine and other basic necessities.

The junta column reached the border area between Yinmabin and Kani townships on
Wednesday, but residents of the three torched villages are afraid to go home. Even if they
did, most will have lost their properties, and now face serious hardships supporting
themselves, local PDF groups said.

According to figures from Data For Myanmar, a local research team, approximately 18,886
civilian houses were burned down by the military and its affiliated groups from Feb. 1, 2021
to May 31, 2022. Sagaing Region has been hit hardest with over 13,800 houses burned
down as junta forces try to crush the area’s growing resistance movement, which sprang up
after the military coup.

Armed clashes across Myanmar continue to affect civilians and trigger displacement.
According to figures from UNOCHA, the UN’s humanitarian response agency, as of Aug. 1
there were an estimated 1.24 million internally displaced people (IDPs) across Myanmar, of
whom some 897,000 have been displaced since the coup on Feb. 1, 2021.

Though the number of IDPs and villages burned down by the military continues to increase,
junta leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing has denied that his armed forces engage in
torching villages, just as he denied—while meeting with Noeleen Heyzer, the UN special
envoy on Myanmar, in Naypyitaw on Aug. 17—that his troops used the tactic during their
campaign of terror against Rohingya communities in northern Rakhine State in 2017.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/six-civilians-die-thousands-flee-as-myanmar-

troops-torch-three-sagaing-villages.html

More than 200 houses torched in two days of junta raids on a Sagaing region township

Locals say troops killed one man they had captured and used as a guide.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.08.24

Smoke rises from Tha Ngar village in Phaungbyin
township, torched by junta forces on Monday.
Citizen journalist

Junta forces continued to raid villages in
Myanmar’s Sagaing region this week, killing a 60-
year-old man and setting fire to hundreds of
houses.
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Chit Win, from a village in Kani township, was arrested by troops and ordered to guide
them along a local highway.

“About nine villagers were taken hostage by the troops along the way but | heard that
only Chit Win was killed,” said a local who asked not to be named for safety reasons.

The army is advancing in two columns into Kani and Yinmarbin townships, where there is
strong armed resistance to the regime. The two military columns are traveling very
closely together allowing them to join forces in a pincer movement.

One group burned homes in Yinmarbin’s Yin Paung Taing village in a four-day raid that
began on Aug. 11. Around 20 villagers’ bodies were discovered after troops left the
village.

The military column continued to raid villages in Yinmarbin and Kani townships this
week.

A Monday raid on three villages forced hundreds of locals to flee, former residents told
RFA.

The other military column traveled along the Chindwin River and raided three villages in
Phaung Byin township, locals said.

On Tuesday, troops fired heavy artillery shells at Tha Ngar village.

“The army fired from up and downstream using six naval boats,” a local, who also asked
to remain anonymous, told RFA.

“On August 24 the boats went up the river and docked at Kalewa. Security was tightened,
then a military column with about 80 soldiers came ashore and occupied a monastery
and a three-story building in Tha Nga village. They burned down more than 200 of the
500 houses in the village,” he said.

RFA’s calls to the Ministry of Social Affairs and Sagaing region spokesman Aye Hlaing
went unanswered on Wednesday.

On Aug. 1, junta leader Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing gave a speech saying there could be no
negotiation with terrorists and the military would fight back, in comments seen as
referring to the shadow National Unity Government and People’s Defense Forces

(PDFs). He also said the junta wanted to hold elections once fighting had been brought
under control.

Sagaing residents say the junta does not differentiate between civilians and PDFs. They
say attacks on villages by land, water and air are taking place because the junta considers
Sagaing the region with the strongest armed opposition to the military and believes that
villagers are sheltering PDFs.
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Myanmar villagers left homeless and hungry after pro-junta forces’ arson attacks

More than 4,000 people had to flee suddenly when the military and an affiliated militia
torched their villages

By RFA Burmese | 2022.08.24

The scene in Hlay Khoke village, Yesagyo township,
Magway region, after it was torched by junta’s
forces, August 13, 2020. Yay Lal Kyun News

More than 4,000 villagers who lost their homes
when the military torched their villages in strife-

> torn central region of Magway this month are
sufferlng from a lack of food and are unsure how they will be able to rebuild their lives,
the villagers told RFA.

Since August 13, soldiers, along with members of the Pyu Saw Htee militias supporting
the junta, have burned down 830 homes in the villages of Hlay Khoke and Nga Ta Yaw, in
Magway’s Yesagyo township.

Now many of the villagers are homeless and have nothing to live on.

“We couldn't bring anything with us. All the families had to run away,” a 60-year-old
woman from Nga Ta Yaw village, who lost everything, told RFA’s Burmese Service on
condition of anonymity for security reasons.

“l couldn't take anything. We had to run for our lives. My family lost everything in the
fires. We now live in a monastery, and | don't have any food. I'm living because the
monks are feeding me. | couldn't take anything. | had a house and a little shop. They were
all burned down," she said.”

Another resident of the same village said he hopes people will offer the villagers help.

“They first started firing at the village with all kinds of weapons, including heavy
weapons, in the morning,” he said.

“Our people had to flee from the village. After we fled, they started burning the houses.

The difficulty for us now is that we have no place to live. We have almost nothing to eat.
We need help as we all are in deep trouble. | would like to ask our brothers and sisters at
home and abroad to send us donations,” he said.

Page 12 of 69


https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/more-than-200-houses-torched-08242022070304.html
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/more-than-200-houses-torched-08242022070304.html

The homeless villagers have fled to anywhere they could find refuge, nearby villages and
forests, or the local monastery where they’ve put up makeshift tents, he said. They
cannot return because the military and the Pyu Saw Htee still have a presence in the area
surrounding the village. Farmers in the area of the burned villages have told RFA that
they have been unable to tend to their crops.

Some of the people had no time to prepare an exit and had to flee with only the clothes
on their backs, another woman from Nga Ta Yaw told RFA.

“Right now, | have no clothes and no food. We’re facing such hardships and feeling
miserable. | can’t help crying because the entire village was razed to the ground,” she
said.

“I wish our side could win. People are facing so many difficulties and so much hardship.
The local defense forces gave us encouragement. But at the moment, | am sad because |
cannot contribute anything to them as | myself am already in deep trouble,” she said.

Smoke rises from the remains of burned homes in
Nga Ta Yaw village in Yesagyo township, Magway
region, August 17, 2022. Credit: Yay Lal Kyun News

In Hlay Khoke village, which had more than 400
homes, a man and a woman both in their 90s died
in a fire started by the pro-junta forces, a resident
told RFA.

“They are so low down, being nasty for no reason. Just like the saying, ‘Burning the barn
to be rid of the rats,”” he said.

“Between 180 and 200 houses in our village were destroyed in the fire. What is so
horrible is that an old couple in their 90s died in the fire, and we were all heartbroken,”
he said, adding that the army has blocked the roads and so the refugees have not yet
received any aid.

Anger against the military is growing, a woman from Hlay Khoke, and mother of four
children, told RFA.

“We can never forgive them. We will fight this battle until the end whether we are
homeless or not. We will fight even without food,” she said.

“l am now a widow, my son and | will join the fight. We have decided to fight against
them with whatever weapons we can get our hands on,” she said. “We have now lost our
homes. We have nothing to eat and no place to live. ... Don’t think that we'll lose our
spirit because we don't have a home. We're now even more determined.”
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The junta has not yet released any information regarding the events in Hlay Khoke and
Nga Ta Yaw villages. Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun, the junta’s spokesman, has previously told
RFA that their forces did not raid villages nor burn the homes of civilians.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Eugene Whong.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/arson attacks-08242022173851.html

Plans to relocate Thantlang Town rejected
By Mizzima |

The Military Council Union Government has rejected the
Chin State Government's plans to relocate Thantlang Town
to Dong Village in the border area near India.

According to locals, the Chin State Government was
planning to relocate Thantlang Town rather than rebuild it

after it was almost completely destroyed, but the Union

Government vetoed the idea.

Junta troops have set fire to houses in Thantlang Town on more than 35 occasions this year.
The town has been almost completely burned to the ground and nearly the entire
population (over 10,000 people) has fled to India, according to one of the few remaining
residents.

Dong village is a small border village of just over 250 houses next to Theo Creek near the
Myanmar-India border.

A source from Chin State who wishes to remain anonymous said: "The Chin State
government has been holding coordination meetings for the reconstruction of Thantlang
Town since 30 June. Now it has suggested to the Union Government that a new border city
that would increase trade with India could be built instead, but the Union Government has
not agreed [with the plan]."

https://www.mizzima.com/article/plans-relocate-thantlang-town-rejected

Myanmar Refugees in India Lack Support: NGOs
By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 August 2022

The number of refugees from Myanmar in India has reached 50,000 of which over four-fifths
are ethnically Chin with all needing security guarantees, according to Chin organizations.
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The junta has torched thousands of homes in Chin State with only Sagaing and Magwe
regions seeing more arson attacks, according to Data For Myanmar. In Thantlang alone, over
1,000 houses were burned down by junta troops.

Ongoing fighting — between the regime and armed groups like the Chin National Army,
which was established in 1988 as the armed wing of the Chin National Front (CNF), and
newly founded groups —prevents civilians from returning.

There are also thousands of civilians displaced within Chin State, in need of food and
medicine. Thousands of children lack access to education, said Salai Isaac Khen, a prominent
Chin activist and member of the Interim National Consultative Council. The body was
formed in April 2021 with representatives from the CNF, elected MPs, striking civil servants
and political parties to oppose the dictatorship and build Chin institutions to guarantee self-
determination, equality and federalization.

Salai Isaac Khen said the United Nations refugee agency, the UNHCR, only had an office in
New Delhi and was not represented in northeast India. And India had not signed
international refugee treaties, like the Refugee Convention, he said.

“But both the Indian central government and the Mizoram state administration are doing
their best from the humanitarian perspective and we are very appreciative,” Salai Isaac
Khen said.

The Chin Human Rights Organization (CHRO) reported that 50,698 refugees from India had
reached India by August 24, including about 4,000 ethnically Bamar refugees and former
government staff who had joined the civil disobedience movement.

Most ethnically Chin refugees are in Mizoram state in northeast India, according to the
CHRO.

Salai Mang Hre Lian of the CHRO said the refugees are mainly being supported by
communities in Mizoram, the Chin diaspora and some Christian organizations. The United
Nations is not able to officially support them.

“It is really difficult for refugees to make a living but they are trying their best to cope,” he
said.

Mai Zing Zing, 24, is an ethnically Chin refugee who fled six months ago with her 16-year-old
sister to the state capital Aizawl.

She protested against the regime and fled amid numerous arrests of young activists.

“We left our parents in Hakha. | can’t find a job as my degree from Myanmar is useless in
India. There are many refugees around the town. Many continue to fight the junta in Chin
State,” she said.
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“Support for the refugees gives moral support to their relatives in Chin State who are still
fighting the junta.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-refugees-in-india-lack-support-
ngos.html

Former US Ambassador calls for support for Myanmar's resistance against ‘brutal regime’

By Mizzima | 24 August 2022

Scot Marciel, US Ambassador to Myanmar, speaks
during the official launching ceremony of Uber in
Yangon, Myanmar. Photo: EPA

Former US Ambassador to Myanmar Scot Marciel has
called for support for Myanmar's resistance fighting

against a "bloodthirsty" military junta.

Writing in the United States Institute of Peace on 22 August under the headline, “It’s Time
to Help Myanmar’s Resistance Prevail - The country’s brutal coup regime is no candidate for
political compromise,” Mr Marciel has called for the backing of a national uprising.

"This is not a typical power struggle between two rival political communities. It is a national
uprising against a hated, corrupt and bloodthirsty military that has waged war against ethnic
minority communities for decades, committed genocide against the Rohingya population,
and is now operating with a brutality and cruelty not seen in Southeast Asia since the Khmer
Rouge."

His full commentary can be found here: https://www.usip.org/publications/2022/08/its-

time-help-myanmars-resista...

https://www.mizzima.com/article/former-us-ambassador-calls-support-myanmars-

resistance-against-brutal-regime

Junta Chief Invites Armed Groups To Naypyidaw Meeting
By SHAN - August 24, 2022

Burma’s military regime has invited several leaders of ethnic armed groups to a second
round of so-called peace talks in Naypyidaw, which have been boycotted by most groups in
active conflict with the military.
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Lahu Democratic Union (LDU) leader Kyar Solomon’s meeting with junta leader Min Aung
Hlaing angered some members of his party. The party’s chairperson said in a statement that
the 22 August meeting was against the wishes of the party and that “Kyar Solomon is using
the name of the LDU to visit with the junta chief”.

Lahu Democratic Union LDU

Khun Thurein, chair of the Pa-O National
Liberation Organisation, and Saw Mra Razalin,
deputy chairperson of the Arakan Liberation
Party, joined the LDU during a group meeting
with Min Aung Hlaing. Restoration Council of
‘ Shan State will then meet separately with the
junta. The Shan State Progress Party, the United Wa State Army and the National
Democratic Alliance Army will meet as a group with the regime leader.

Min Aung Hlaing claimed he wanted a joint agreement to restore lasting peace in Burma.
Between 22 and 26 August, participants will discuss Chapters 1 and 2 of the 2008
Constitution, the Union Agreement Parts 1, 2 and 3, and the decision points of the Joint
Implementing Coordination Meeting.

Arakan Liberation Party ALP

PNLO Khun Thurein wants to discuss the formation
of a democratic federal union, a multi-party electoral
system, allowing ethnic states to create their own
constitutions and drawing attention to the emerging

ethnic states in the country.

During the first round of talks, the military council met separately with the Arakan
Liberation Party, United Wa State Party, National Democratic Alliance Army, New Mon State
Party, Restoration Council of Shan State, Democratic Karen Benevolent Army, Karen
National Union/Karen National Liberation Army — Peace Council, Pa-O National Liberation
Organisation, Lahu Democratic Union and Shan State Progress Party.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25282

Military leader to allow EAOs who want to keep arms to join army and BGF
By Thanlwintimes - August 24, 2022

According to military leader General Min Aung Hlaing, Ethnic Armed Organizations (EAQOs)
that have signed the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) would be permitted to join the
army and border guard forces if they continue to take up arms.
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On August 22, at a meeting held in Nay Pyi

Taw, the military leader talked about the

issues that will be dealt with after the
signing of the NCA.

However, if ethnic armed organizations
(EAOs) have harmed the people, the military
council must act in accordance with the law

if the victims request it, the military leader

said.

Colonel Saw Kyaw Nyunt, spokesperson for the Peace Process Steering Team (PPST), noted
that the military leader’s statement was an expression of his desire, but it was a sensitive
issue.

Than Lwin Times attempted at least five times to reach the spokespersons of NCA-
signatories : the New Mon State Party (NMSP) , Pao National Liberation Organization
(PNLO), and the Arakan State Liberation Party (ALP), but in vain.

The coup leader says it is holding peace talks with the EAOs based on the 2008 Constitution
and the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA).

General Min Aung Hlaing persuaded that, the EAOs will be able to discuss the issue of ethnic
rights and regional rights in the parliament, which is a political stage, after signing the NCA,
and if they want to do business, the military will help you to carry out legal activities.

So far, seven of the ten NCA-signatories and three non-NCA-signatories have held peace
talks with the military council for the first time.

Among the seven NCA-signatories, Pao National Liberation Organization (PNLO), Arakan
Liberation Party (ALP) and Lahu Democratic Union (LDU) have been holding peace talks with
the military council for the second time since August 22.

https://thanlwintimes.com/2022/08/24/military-leader-to-allow-eaos-who-want-to-keep-

arms-to-join-army-and-bgf/

Myanmar Regime Calls In Air Strikes as Fighting for Key Road in Karen State Continues
By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 August 2022

The Myanmar military junta carried out air raids against combined forces of the Karen
National Union (KNU) and resistance groups on a strategic road linking Waw Lay and
Myawaddy in Karen State on Tuesday.

Page 18 of 69


https://thanlwintimes.com/2022/08/24/military-leader-to-allow-eaos-who-want-to-keep-arms-to-join-army-and-bgf/
https://thanlwintimes.com/2022/08/24/military-leader-to-allow-eaos-who-want-to-keep-arms-to-join-army-and-bgf/
https://thanlwintimes.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/2-11.jpeg

Since Monday, junta troops from the Myanmar military’s divisions 22, 44 and 77 have been
engaged in fierce clashes with the Cobra Column group at a place known locally as “Three-
Tier” on the Myawaddy-Waw Lay road north of Myawaddy. Cobra Column is headed by
Lieutenant Dar Baw of the KNU’s Brigade 6.

The regime used heavy guns as well as seven fighter aircraft including Yak-130 light combat
aircraft to drop cluster bombs on Karen resistance fighters, Cobra Column said.

The clash occurred as the regime attempted to take back the Myawaddy-Waw Lay road,
which has been controlled by Cobra Column since March. The road is a strategic route that
the junta seeks to control in order to send reinforcements to Ukayit Hta, its major outpost in
Waw Lay, as it tries to recapture the Thay Baw Boe outpost, which was seized by the KNU’s
armed wing the Karen National Liberation Army and allied People’s Defense Force fighters
on May 18.

Cobra Column said two resistance fighters died and seven others were injured in two days
of fighting. It could not confirm junta casualties.

The Irrawaddy was unable to contact Cobra Column officials on Wednesday for details on
the latest developments on the road.

Fighting on the road has been raging for months. The regime has been unable to take it back
despite repeated attempts that have cost it heavy casualties. A clash in July left a regime
battalion commander and deputy battalion commander dead and many others wounded,
and prompted many troops to flee.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-calls-in-air-strikes-as-fighting-

for-key-road-in-karen-state-continues.html

AA releases statement addressing rising military tensions in Arakan State
DMG Newsroom | 23 August 2022, Sittwe

Military tensions are escalating day by day and the
theatre of war is expanding in Arakan State, the
United League of Arakan/Arakan Army (ULA/AA)
said in a statement on Tuesday.

The Myanmar military has been mobilising its troops

and bringing in reinforcements and additional
weapons in what appears to be preparations for further military operations, according to
the AA statement.
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The AA urged people not to travel near outposts and checkpoints of the Myanmar military
and border guard police, and not to travel except in cases of life-threatening and health
emergencies, and to notify the relevant AA and ULA offices in advance if people need to
travel.

The military has deliberately imposed a nighttime curfew in some Arakan State townships in
order to suppress local people, said the AA. The regime has imposed a nighttime curfew
from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. in Maungdaw, it cited by way of example.

Local people from dozens of villages in Maungdaw are facing food shortages and various
other difficulties as the regime has imposed tight restrictions on the transportation of goods
and travel, applying to both roadways and waterways, said the AA statement.

DMG was unable to reach Myanmar junta spokesman Major General Zaw Min Tun and
Arakan State Security and Border Affairs Minister Colonel Kyaw Thura for comment.

https://www.dmediag.com/news/4973-str-bt-aa-ma

Shanni At Risk During Hpakant Conflict
By SHAN - August 24, 2022

After it was revealed that a Shanni youth was killed after being held by the Kachin
Independence Organisation (KIA) for several weeks, the People’s Defence Force (PDF)
abducted a prominent Shanni Buddhist monk at a time when both groups are clashing with
Shanni Nationalities Army in Hpakant Township.

The PDF, which is under the KIA, arrested Buddhist monk Ashin Thuriya from Kyaung Lae in
Sagaing Region, headman Win Soe, teacher Aung Pan and Lin Zaw from Pin Hker Lamsone
village on 21 August. Ashin Thuriya, 56, is a Shanni poet and writer.

The KIA arrested Sai Yay Kyaw when the Shanni youth and his wife were travelling from
Hawngper to Nam Perhok in Hpakant Township in late July.

An abducted monk

“An officer from the armed group called his wife to tell
her of her husband’s death. She’s sick with grief,” a
friend of the youth told SHAN, asking that her name be
kept confidential.

Sai Yay Kyaw, who has a three-year-old girl and hails
from Tamakhan, was not involved in any of the armed
groups, the woman said. The youth was a committee
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member of the Shanni Literature and Cultural Association committee, taught Shanni dance
and was part of a local Red Cross team.

According to locals, many Shanni nationalities have been detained and killed in Hpakant,
Mohnyin and Mogaung townships in Kachin State and Homalin township in Sagaing Region.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25286

Bank shake-up seen as bid by junta to control Myanmar’s financial sector: experts

The appointments ensure all key positions are held by the military and its cronies.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.08.24

Than Nyein [left] has been removed as
chairman of the Myanmar Central Bank and
replaced by Than Than Swe, who had been
serving as a vice chairman. AP Photo [left] and
citizen journalist

A junta shake-up of Myanmar’s Central Bank

leadership announced last week is part of a
bid by the military regime to assume control of the country’s financial sector and extend
its grip on power, experts warned Wednesday.

On Aug. 19, the junta issued a statement saying that it had replaced Central Bank
Chairman Than Nyein and Vice Chairman Win Thaw with Central Bank Vice Chairman
Than Than Swe and Director General of the junta Defense Ministry’s Accounts Office Maj.
Gen. Zaw Myint Naing, respectively.

The announcement of the reshuffle comes two months after the junta appointed six
lieutenant colonels to the Central Bank as deputy directors and ensures that all key
positions at the financial institution are held by either military generals or those close to
the regime.

A Myanmar-based economist, who did not want to be identified for security reasons, told
RFA Burmese that the shake-up is part of a bid by the junta to gain control of the
country's economy.

“IThan Than Swe] who became the chairman is quite strong, but as far as we know, there
aren’t many people who will support her,” the economist said.

Than Than Swe, widely seen as pro-military, was the target of an unsuccessful
assassination attempt in April, when unknown assailants shot her at her apartment
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complex in Yangon amid a public outcry over a new Central Bank directive ordering the
sale of all U.S. dollars and other foreign currency at a fixed rate to licensed banks.

The 55-year-old was sworn in as deputy governor of the Central Bank after the military
seized power from Myanmar’s democratically elected National League for Democracy
(NLD) government in a Feb. 1, 2021, coup.

Believed to be the most senior junta official to be shot since the takeover, she is known
to have led efforts to reduce the cash flow in the banking and financial system under the
NLD, according to a report by The Irrawaddy online news agency.

An official with a private domestic bank in Myanmar told RFA on condition of anonymity
that the replacements announced last week and appointment of six military officers to
deputy director positions in June indicate that the junta is working to assume total
control of the country’s Central Bank.

“It’s a matter of placing your own people [in key positions] to extend your power ...
because the flow of money is the most important thing in the world, regardless of
whether it’s for good or bad,” the official said.

“They must assume that they will learn more about the accounts of the people, including
local businessmen, by controlling a key body such as the Central Bank.”

The bank official said it is too early to say whether the appointments will have a
beneficial impact on Myanmar’s economy, which has been devastated by political
instability in the wake of the coup, prompting businesses to fold and foreign investors to
flee.

Poorly planned policies

Public trust in Myanmar’s banks has eroded since the military takeover, as indicated by a
growing number of savings withdrawals, while global trade has been reduced to a trickle
amid various Central Bank restrictions placed on the U.S. dollar, sources told RFA.

A Mandalay-based trader, who also declined to be named, told RFA that importing and
exporting goods had become nearly impossible due to the Central Bank’s constant
shifting of policies.

“I'm so tired of making adjustments in accordance with the bank’s directives. It's not
easy. | follow their instructions, but it is extremely inconvenient,” he said.

“When you have to operate your businesses according to endlessly changing monetary
policies, you will suffer losses due to fluctuations in rates, and this is what has happened
to us.”
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The attack on Than Than Swe came days after an unpopular April 3 Central Bank directive
ordering all foreign currency, including the U.S. dollar, to be resold within one day of
entering the country to licensed banks at a fixed rate of 1,850 kyats to the dollar. Earlier
this month, the rate was raised to 2,100 kyats, while the current market price is nearly
3,000 kyats.

According to government records, there have been a total of 2,525 employees —
including 494 officers — at the Central Bank since 2012, working in seven key
departments. People with knowledge of bank operations say many of the employees are
former military officials who were transferred to their current positions.

On the day of last year’s coup, the military removed NLD-appointee Kyaw Kyaw Maung
from his position as Central Bank chairman and arrested bank Vice Chairman Bobo Nge —
also an NLD supporter.

In their places, the junta reappointed Chairman Than Nyein, who had served in the role
under successive junta regimes, and promoted Than Than Swe and Win Thaw, then
directors-general at the bank, to vice chairman positions.

The changes announced last week follow nearly 17 months of policies widely seen as
poorly planned and damaging to the country’s economy.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/bank-08242022182504.html
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