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Junta forces kill civilians and torch homes as they move through Kani Township, PDF says

A military column of around 50 troops is linked to assaults on villages along the western
banks of the Chindwin River

Khin YiYi Zaw | Published on Feb 23, 2022

Myanmar army troops carrying out regular
assaults on villages on the western banks of the
Chindwin River in Sagaing Region’s Kani Township
also recently killed two civilians, according to local
sources.

The military column of around 50 soldiers had
been occupying a post near the Mya Thein Tan
Phaya hill in Butalin Township, which borders
Kani. On Sunday, they reportedly crossed the Chindwin River, raiding the village of Aing
Taung and setting fire to 12 homes, as well as burning cowsheds and huts used to store both
oil and generators, a spokesperson for the Kani People’s Defence Force (PDF) said.

After the soldiers left, the PDF members found a burned body in the village.

“We found the dead body of a civilian inside the burned remains of a house. We are still
unable to identify the victim,” the Kani PDF spokesperson told Myanmar Now.

The same column went on to raid Chaing village, two miles from Aing Taung, the following
day. There, they torched a house and shot one man dead: 28-year-old Khaing Zaw Win, who
tried to flee the attack, according to a village resident who spoke to Myanmar Now on the
condition of anonymity.

“The victim wasn’t a member of the resistance forces. He was so scared that he tried to
escape on his motorcycle,” the Chaing villager said.

After leaving Chaing the military column clashed with the Kani PDF near the villages of Mu
Htaw and Ngar Phyat on Tuesday afternoon. There were reportedly no clashes immediately
prior to the raids on Chaing and Aing Taung.

The resistance group claimed to have killed around 10 Myanmar army soldiers through the
use of improvised explosive devices in the battle.

“So many soldiers were injured. A member of our group was shot and injured as well,” the
Kani PDF spokesperson said on Tuesday afternoon.

Thousands of locals from some 20 villages along the western shore of the Chindwin,
including Aing Taung, Chaing, Ma Eu, Din Pauk, Thayet Pin, Mu Htaw and Ngar Phyat, had
fled their homes at the time of reporting.

“It’s flu season right now, so that is a bit worrying. But we don’t know what specific things
they are currently in need of as they’re still on the run,” the Kani PDF spokesperson said.
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The military’s systematic torching of homes in Sagaing and Magway region villages, as well
as in Kayah and Chin states, has been well documented.

According to Data for Myanmar, which has been compiling the information on the junta’s
crimes, more than 4,500 houses have been destroyed by the military and its allied forces
since the coup in February last year.

The military council has frequently accused members of the anti-coup resistance movement
of committing the crimes to which their own armed forces have been linked.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-forces-kill-civilians-and-torch-homes-as-
they-move-through-kani-township-pdf-says

Resistance forces rescue dozens of civilians under junta-occupied village in Sagaing

Villagers who escaped the Pale Township community say they were threatened at
gunpoint to join the Pyu Saw Htee pro-military force

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Feb 23, 2022

Chaung-U village in Pale Township is seen burning on
February 18 (CJ)

A local People’s Defence Force (PDF) chapter and its
allies managed on Monday to rescue some 40 villagers
from Zee Phyu Kone in Sagaing’s Pale Township, which
remains under occupation by the Myanmar army and
the pro-military Pyu Saw Htee network.

The leader of the Pale PDF—who calls himself Naga—said that the clash with the junta’s
forces in the village started at around 3pm and did not end until midnight.

Resistance fighters were able to get into the village and create an escape route for some
residents but not fully drive out the occupying soldiers, he explained.

“We entered the village but we couldn’t get to the main area where they were based as
they had snipers around it,” Naga said. “That area was the only place we failed to seize.”

The guerrilla forces were limited by their arms and equipment, he added.

“We don’t have enough communication devices as we’ve had to save the money for
weapons. We don’t have long-range weapons that could match the enemy’s, either. The
handmade rifles that we use can be very faulty at times,” Naga told Myanmar Now.

He did not know how many casualties the resistance forces had inflicted on the military’s
side.

Multiple defence forces under the Monywa PDF fought alongside the Pale PDF in the attack
and rescue attempt, including the Aung San squadron, Thanmani Force and Pone Taung
Tiger Force.
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The 40 civilians who managed to escape the junta occupation of Zee Phyu Kone had been
taken to the anti-junta Pale Township People’s Administration Team for protection,
according to the Pale PDF.

According to villagers, the occupying junta forces had ordered them to join the Pyu Saw
Htee group, and threatened them with death if they refused.

“They were killing the villagers who refused to take the guns they were handing them. Even
when the villagers agreed to take up the guns but did not dare to shoot, they showed them
how to kill,” Naga said, citing villagers who had escaped.

He said that he did not know how many of the villagers had been killed by the soldiers and
Pyu Saw Htee during the occupation, and Myanmar Now was unable to verify his claim.

By Tuesday morning, even though the fighting had stopped, most residents of Zee Phyu
Kone had fled their homes, a man from the area said.

“The battle yesterday was very bad,” he told Myanmar Now on Tuesday. “There are a lot of
soldiers and Pyu Saw Htee left inside the village. We don’t know the exact numbers as we
can’t go inside, but | saw villagers leaving today.”

According to the Pale PDF, Myanmar army soldiers and plainclothes Pyu Saw Htee members
stationed in Zee Phyu Kone and In Ma Htee villages had been raiding and torching homes in
other neighbouring communities, and had destroyed more than 2,000 houses in the
township.

The burned remains of a house in Chaung-U village,
Pale Township (CJ)

On February 14, an alliance of the Pale PDF and a
resistance force calling itself the Myanmar Royal
Dragon Army attacked junta forces in Zee Phyu
Kone, claiming to have killed 40 Pyu Saw Htee
members.

Myanmar Now is unable to independently verify the
number of deaths in the area—of civilians, resistance group members, or the junta’s forces.

Pale PDF spokesperson Naga said that his group had to eventually retreat because of the
military’s repeated re-supplying of weapons and reinforcement troops sent by helicopter.

The military proceeded to torch the 400-household Chaung-U village north of Zee Phyu
Kone, destroying most of the homes in the community, according to a local source.

In early February, a junta column made up of hundreds of soldiers and Pyu Saw Htee
members also raided three villages along the Pale-Gangaw road—Kaing Twin, Hlaw Kar and
Min Taing Pin—looting cash and valuables and torching more than 800 homes.
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In Min Taing Pin, the troops burned the bodies of four slain civilians who they had abducted
from another village, and also raped five local women, according to statements given by
locals to Myanmar Now.

The junta’s information officer has not answered Myanmar Now’s calls for comment on the
allegations.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/resistance-forces-rescue-dozens-of-civilians-
under-junta-occupied-village-in-sagaing

Fighting Intensifies In Southern Shan State

By SHAN - February 23, 2022

BA and PDF Pai Khun fighting 20 Karenni Fighter died

Fighting that began after the regime’s major offensive
against a coalition of armed resistance groups last week
continued this week in southern Shan State near the border
with Karenni State.

A frontline soldier with the Demawso People’s Defence Force
(PDF) told SHAN that many Burma Army (BA) soldiers were
killed in Pekon Township on Sunday, the day junta fighter
jets bombed the civilian armed groups’ positions and
paratroopers were dispatched.

Other PDFs from Pekon, Mobye and Loikaw, as well as the Karenni Nationalities Defence
Force and the Karenni Army, are also facing off against the BA.

The Demawso PDF fighter said up to 30 BA soldiers were killed in the fighting and many
more injured. 20 Karenni fighters died and many were wounded around Mobye between 17
and 20 February.

After suffering heavy casualties, the junta soldiers attacked Warisu Palai and Wee Thae Kuu
with artillery, torching houses and laying numerous landmines along the road. At least
10,000 civilians who fled the fighting are in need of emergency aid.

SHAN couldn’t independently confirm this information.
Another PDF fighter said: “Our weapons are much worse than those of BA and we need
financial support to get better guns.”

The resistance fighters don’t even have enough weapons for all their soldiers and the ones
they have are old. They’re fighting the BA, who’re attacking them with airstrikes, artillery
fire, tank munitions and armoured vehicles.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24713
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Refugees Running Out of Rice in Lower Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 23 February 2022

Refugees burned out of their houses in Kayah State by junta forces are facing food shortages
as little humanitarian aid is reaching them.

170,000 people have been displaced by fighting in Kayah in southeast Myanmar, with
clashes taking place almost daily in and around the town of Moebye and in Pekon Township,
according to the Karenni Human Rights Group, which is helping the refugees.

Banya, the Director of the Karenni Human Rights Group, told The Irrawaddy that even the
camps that have received rice from the Save the Children organization will soon run out.
Other refugee camps are already facing food shortages. There are now around 100 camps
for the internally displaced in Kayah.

Save the Children halted their humanitarian operation in Kayah State after two members of
the organization were killed by the Myanmar military in Hpruso Township on December 24,
2021. Their bodies were subsequently burned.

“l am very worried about this situation. If the United Nations continues to ignore us, many
people will be starving and facing malnutrition within three months,” said Banya, who asked
to be identified by only one of his names.

He added that the refugees also face difficulties in finding shelter, water, medicine and fuel
for electricity generators.

Currently, internally displaced people in Kayah State are dependent for food and aid on local
civil society organizations, donations from Karenni people living abroad and elsewhere in
Myanmar.

“The number of old people dying in the camps is increasing. More and more of the old
people are suffering strokes because of the poor living conditions,” said Banya.

Around 600 military regime soldiers from No. 66 Division, No. 55 Division and No. 99
Division are continuing their operations in War Yi Phu Pha Lai and Wi Thae Ku villages near
Moebye. Villagers who stayed rather than fleeing are being tortured and killed and used as
human shields, according to resistance groups.

One resistance fighter told The Irrawaddy that villagers are being tortured and killed at War
Yi Phu Pha Lai Village, but they cannot do anything because junta forces are based at the
village.

“When | looked at the village with binoculars, | saw one villager handcuffed with his head
hanging down. | think he is dead”, the fighter said.

Over 70 houses in War Yi Phu Pha Lai, a village of 400 houses, were burned down by junta
troops on February 17 and 18, according to the Kayan Rescue Committee.
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/refugees-running-out-of-rice-in-lower-
myanmar.html

Myanmar CSOs meet with the UN Special Envoy

By Mizzima |

Special Envoy Noeleen Heyzer. Photo: Wikipedia

On 21 February, representatives of 20 Myanmar civil

society organizations (CSOs) met with the UN Special

Envoy of the Secretary-General on Myanmar. The

meeting followed a joint statement issued by 247

CSOs in response to the UN Special Envoy’s (UNSE’s)
| interview with the Channel News Asia (CNA).

While reiterating concerns expressed in their statement, the representatives assured the
UNSE that the Myanmar people’s revolution presents an unprecedented opportunity for a
peaceful Myanmar, as the people themselves have come to identify their collective vision
for a new Myanmar that is based on federal democracy.

The calls have been clear: a new vision of Myanmar does not include the military in politics.

The representatives expressed concern over possible UN and governments attempts to
convince political entities in Myanmar to enter into power sharing settlements in the lead
up to the military junta orchestrated August 2023 elections. During the meeting, the
representatives stated that it is extremely crucial for the UN to understand that the current
political crisis is not between the National League for Democracy and the junta or between
the National Unity Government (NUG) and the junta, but it is the junta staging a war against
the nation and committing violence and atrocities against the people.

In addition, the representatives emphasized the need for justice and accountability. They
emphasized that the terrorist military junta, who have committed grave crimes — genocide,
crimes against humanity and war crimes — must be held accountable, and not offered more
power, a seat at the table or legitimacy from the international community.

The representatives also reiterated their concern regarding the UNSE’s comment that “the
military is in control at this particular time”, stressing that such comment is a
misinterpretation based on misconstrued understanding of the realities on the ground.
Myanmar people have resisted the brutal and sadistic tactics of the illegal terrorist military
junta and successfully prevented it from gaining territorial, political or economic control
over the country for over a year — the representatives urged the UN to acknowledge this
historic feat.

Moreover, the groups emphasized that the mandate of the UNSE has been historically
ineffectual. The groups urged the mandate to be transformed from its traditional approach
of peace brokering to center on accountability and moves to achieve transitional justice, to
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strengthen relevance of the role that reflects the current realities on the ground. The groups
also urged that the mandate should ensure that stakeholders engaging in Myanmar comply
with UN Security Council (UNSC) resolutions relevant to the protection of civilians in
situations of armed conflict, including UNSC resolutions on Women Peace and Security.

In addition, the representatives urged the UNSE to put in place necessary measures to
ensure Myanmar people’s voices are given priority and ensure that procedures include a
robust and inclusive engagement with Myanmar civil society organizations. In this regard,
the groups expressed their readiness to continue to engage with the UNSE.

Finally, the groups called on the UNSE to bring several recommendations put forward by the
people of Myanmar and CSOs to the UN, ASEAN and the wider international community.
These include the following;

On humanitarian aid, the UN, ASEAN and international humanitarian aid organizations must:

Disengage from partnering with the junta in the provision of humanitarian assistance,
preventing them from weaponizing humanitarian aid in their campaign of terror against the
people or for the junta to use humanitarian assistance as leverage to gain legitimacy.

Direct humanitarian aid through cross-border channels, local humanitarian and medical
networks, ethnic service providers, community-based and civil society organizations,
regardless of their registration status.

Ensure the development of a holistic strategy in addressing the human rights and
humanitarian crisis guided by the principles of “do no harm” and non-discrimination, and
take effective measures to ensure that all engagement in Myanmar is subject to rigorous
and ongoing human rights, security risk, and mitigation assessments.

Conduct transparent dialogue and consultations with Community-Based Organizations
(CBOs) and CSOs to ensure communities are included in the process of decision making and
in the distribution of aid, including how funds and aid is being allocated and to identify
immediate and most urgent needs on the ground.

Consult and sign MoUs with the NUG and Ethnic Revolutionary Organizations (EROs)/Ethnic
Armed Organizations (EAOs) to address the deepening humanitarian crisis across the
country.

Reduce restrictions and complex funding requirements for Community-based Organizations
and CSOs, working in conflict-related humanitarian service provision.

To ASEAN:

* Recognize and formally engage with the NUG, National Unity Consultative Council
(NUCC) and EAOs/EROs.

* Recognize that ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on disaster
management (AHA Centre) does not have the mandate, capacity or the
independence to tackle the dire humanitarian situation and deliver aid to the people
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of Myanmar in a way that does not lend tactical and political advantage to the junta
and seek the support of a UN-led humanitarian response.

e Stop inviting the military junta and their representatives to meetings, forums and
summits and allowing the military to play a part or hold chairmanship in different
ASEAN institutions.

To the UN Security Council:

* The UNSC must adopt a resolution on Myanmar that includes the following:

* Impose a global arms embargo and prevent the provision of weapons and dual-
purpose equipment to the junta.

* |Impose targeted sanctions against Myanmar military-linked businesses, their
partners and associates as well as their network of arms dealers. Member States
must also sanction the Myanmar Oil and Gas Enterprise.

¢ Immediate and unconditional release of all political prisoners and those who have
been arbitrarily detained as well as to drop all warrants against the people.

¢ Denounce, in the strongest terms, the indiscriminate airstrikes by the Myanmar
military against unarmed civilians, civilian objects, villages, internally displaced
persons camps, and buildings and structures including religious buildings, schools,
hospitals, and historic monuments.

¢ Immediately sanction aviation fuel in order to stop the military from further inflicting
violence using aerial strikes and impose no-fly zones in conflict areas, particularly
along the border areas.

* Refer the situation of Myanmar to the International Criminal Court.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-csos-meet-un-special-envoy

Myanmar Impasse Challenges ASEAN
By KAVI CHONGKITTAVORN | 23 February 2022

While the Myanmar quagmire will continue to dominate ASEAN’s agenda under Cambodia
and future chairs, one must not forget that the current chair must also deal with a myriad of
challenges across all sectors of the grouping’s ongoing cooperation. The much-awaited
foreign ministerial retreat last Thursday has once again shown that ASEAN remains a closely
knit, pragmatic family.

This sentiment emerged after the chair’s press statement was released. Even though the
chair has the prerogative on the final wording, Cambodia invited all members to provide
their input, which resulted in an ASEAN-centered statement for all to see. The tone is
leaning toward “engagement” rather than “disengagement” with Myanmar. For the first
time in nearly a decade, the statement’s section on Myanmar took up more space than the
South China Sea dispute.

All the hullabaloo in the first six weeks regarding the chair’s behavior was settled once the
ministers met last week. At the retreat, all members expressed support for the current
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chair’s efforts including the headline-making visit by Prime Minister Hun Sen to Myanmar
early last month. ASEAN remains united in implementing the Five-Point Consensus.

Last week, in public remarks, Hun Sen appeared pessimistic on his chances of persuading
the junta to implement ASEAN’s Five-Point Consensus on resolving the crisis in Myanmar,
and seemed to have given up—Iless than two months into his chairmanship—on making any
progress.

RFA quoted him as saying that there are “only 10 more months and 14 days left and my duty
[as ASEAN chair] will be finished,” and suggesting, “the next chair of ASEAN take care of the
issue.”

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn, in his capacity as ASEAN special
envoy, will visit Myanmar in the second week of March. The outcome of his visit will be a
key factor in determining the future status of the military junta in Naypyitaw, officially
known as the State Administration Council, both regionally and internationally.

At the retreat, the ASEAN members had to wrestle with Myanmar’s credentials as the
quagmire entered its second year.

Speaking to reporters last week, Singapore Foreign Minister Dr. Vivian Balakrishnan aptly
put it that in the coming days there would be so-called “administrative wrinkles” that the
ASEAN members will have to smooth out.

There will be some documents that all ASEAN members have to sign. The question most
often asked is, who will sign on behalf of Myanmar?

The first document in question is the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia
(TAC). In order for six more countries — namely Denmark, Greece, the Netherlands, Oman,
Qatar and United Arab Emirates — to be formally recognized as observers, all 10 foreign
ministers would have to sign the Instruments of Accessions to complete the process.

ASEAN did not invite the regime representatives in previous meetings but invited only non-
political representatives. Myanmar has so far refused to send non-political officials.

Some ASEAN members have come up with the idea of allowing Foreign Minister Wunna
Maung Lwin to sign on behalf of Myanmar, which would be followed by a joint statement by
the rest of the group which explicitly says the minister’s signature does not confer
legitimacy on the SAC and its actions. These are some of the delicate issues with which
ASEAN will have to come to grips.

In the next few weeks, the SAC has to show that it has made concrete and sufficient
progress in implementing the 5PC to deserve further support, otherwise there could be
some dramatic changes of heart among “old” ASEAN members and key dialogue partners.
Washington, in particular, is closely watching the manner in which ASEAN is engaging the
military junta. That could be one reason why the US keeps changing the date of the
proposed special ASEAN-US summit in Washington. While the White House has confirmed
that it will now be held in March, the exact dates have yet to be announced.

Page 10 of 42



Indeed, this summit would allow the rest of the world to gauge the future of SAC and its
nemesis, the National Unity Government. The US Congress is pressing Washington to
recognize the NUG. Just as Myanmar is the only ASEAN member not to be invited to the
Ministerial Forum for Indo-Pacific in Paris this week, Myanmar also looks set to be the only
ASEAN state not to be invited to the summit in DC.

If there is significant progress during Prak Sokhonn’s planned visit, especially pertaining to
the end of violence, access to all stakeholders and sites for humanitarian assistance as well
as a timeline for political dialogue, Myanmar’s status within ASEAN could change in the next
few months. In addition, this time ASEAN foreign ministers encouraged the special envoy to
coordinate closely with Noeleen Heyzer, the special envoy of the UN Secretary General on
Myanmar.

As the Myanmar stalemate continues, ASEAN will only face more dilemmas.
Kavi Chongkittavorn is a veteran journalist on regional affairs.
This article first appeared in The Bangkok Post.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/myanmar-impasse-challenges-
asean.html

Gambia Urges UN to Reject Myanmar’s Legal Actions Regarding Rohingya

VOA News

FILE - Rohingya refugees, who crossed the border
from Myanmar two days before, walk after they
received permission from the Bangladeshi army
to continue on to the refugee camps, in Palang
Khali, near Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh, Oct. 19,
2017.

Gambia appealed to the United Nation’s highest
court Wednesday to reject Myanmar’s legal effort to end a case alleging genocide by the
Southeast Asian country against its Rohingya Muslim minority.

Gambia brought the case before the International Court of Justice in 2019, arguing the
Myanmar junta violated the 1948 genocide convention during a 2017 crackdown on the
Rohingya. Gambia argues the crackdown amounted to genocide and that the world court
must hold Myanmar accountable.

The Myanmar military launched what it called a clearance campaign in Rakhine state
following an attack by a Rohingya insurgent group. Security forces allegedly committed mass
rapes and murders, and they burned thousands of homes as some 730,000 Rohingya
Muslims fled to neighboring Bangladesh. A U.N. fact-finding mission concluded the
"genocidal acts" were committed during the campaign.
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Gambian lawyers urged the court to reject Myanmar’s challenge to the case two days after
Myanmar’s junta demanded that it drop the case. The junta argued the West African
country was “no one’s proxy” and had no legal basis for challenging the case because it was
really brought by the Organization of Islamic Cooperation and that the court can only hear
cases between countries.

“This is very much a dispute between the Gambia and Myanmar,” Gambia’s Attorney
General and Justice Minister Dawda Jallow said in a rebuttal of the junta’s argument.

Judges could take months to rule on Myanmar’s demands to drop the case.

Myanmar's legal team is led by Ko Ko Hlaing, the minister for international cooperation. He
replaced pro-democracy civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi after she was ousted in a military
coup last year.

Some information for this report came from The Associated Press and Reuters.

https://www.voanews.com/a/gambia-urges-un-to-reject-myanmar-s-legal-actions-
regarding-rohingya/6455678.html

China, Russia Arming Myanmar Junta: UN Rights Expert
By AFP | 23 February 2022

UN Security Council members China and Russia, as well as Serbia, have continued supplying
Myanmar’s junta with weapons used to attack civilians since last year’s coup, a UN rights
expert said Tuesday.

United Nations Special Rapporteur on the rights situation in Myanmar, Tom Andrews, urged
the Security Council to convene an emergency session “to debate and vote on a resolution
to, at a minimum, ban those arms transfers that the Myanmar military are known to use to
attack and kill Myanmar civilians.”

He released a long-awaited report Tuesday detailing where the junta is getting its weapons
from, highlighting that two permanent members of the Security Council itself, who hold
veto power over its decisions, remain among the main suppliers.

“Despite the evidence of the military junta’s atrocity crimes being committed with impunity
since launching a coup last year, UN Security Council members Russia and China continue to
provide the Myanmar military junta with numerous fighter jets, armored vehicles, and in the
case of Russia, the promise of further arms,” Andrews said in a statement.

“During this same period, Serbia has authorized rockets and artillery for export to the
Myanmar military,” said Andrews, who is an independent expert appointed by the UN
Human Rights Council, but who does not speak on behalf of the world body.

Crimes against humanity
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In his report, he maintained that the arms transfers by the three countries had “occurred
with the full knowledge that they would be used to attack civilians, in probable violation of
international law.”

Myanmar has been in chaos, its economy paralyzed, and more than 1,500 civilians have
been killed in a military crackdown since the putsch in February 2021, according to the UN.

Since the Feb. 1, 2021 coup, at least 12,000 people have been detained, including the de
facto head of the civilian government, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, while more than 440,000
people have been forcibly displaced.

Andrews reiterated in his report that “there is strong evidence the junta has committed war
crimes and crimes against humanity,” including murder, sexual violence and torture.

“The situation of human rights in Myanmar is dire and deteriorating,” it said.

The report provides an overview of countries that have authorized the transfer of weapons
to Myanmar since 2018, when the military’s attacks on the Rohingya ethnic minority were
widely documented and after a UN fact-finding mission had urged an arms embargo.

Israel, India, Pakistan, South Korea, Belarus and Ukraine also figure on that list, although
only China, Russia and Serbia have continued their transfers since the coup.

‘Imperative’

The UN General Assembly adopted a resolution last June calling for countries to prevent the
flow of arms to Myanmar, but Andrews said that it had failed to have “any discernible
impact on the crisis and the capacity of the junta to launch attacks on civilians.”

He pointed out that while none of the Security Council members had voted against that
resolution, the council had also not even considered voting to make the text binding for
member states.

“It is imperative that member states and the Security Council act urgently to stop weapons
sales to the military junta. Human lives, and Security Council credibility, are on the line,” he
said.

The report acknowledges that China and Russia might very well use their veto power to
block any such text, but stressed that this “should not deter other members from placing a
resolution before the Council for consideration, debate and a vote.”

“The people of Myanmar deserve to have a strong resolution.”

“The Security Council should consider, at the very least, a resolution to ban weapons that
are being used by the Myanmar military to kill innocent people,” Andrews said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/china-russia-arming-myanmar-junta-un-rights-
expert.html

What Russian aggression in Ukraine means for Southeast Asia
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Southeast Asian countries are keeping quiet as Moscow junks the concept that all nations
are equally sovereign.

Commentary by Zachary Abuza | 2022.02.23

Smoke billows from a power and heating plant
after it was shelled in the Luhansk region of
eastern Ukraine, Feb. 22, 2022. AP

Russia is attacking Ukraine, an act of aggression
that could upend the global order. This is a clear

violation of the sovereignty of a state, a central

principle of international law.

Yet the response from across the capitals of Southeast Asia has been muted, despite the

extremely dangerous precedent that it sets.

President Vladimir Putin’s goal is not to take over Ukraine. He wants a compliant
government, like Belarus, that does Moscow’s bidding. He wants the political and
diplomatic assets of having vassal states, without any of the liabilities of their

underperforming economies.

In short, Putin is reviving the old Soviet concept of “limited sovereignty”: Great powers
are sovereign, and weaker states have just a little less sovereignty. Should they not
comply with the demands of great powers, they open themselves up to military and

political intervention.
Where’s the concern in Southeast Asia?

Why have almost all states to date been so reticent on Russia’s buildup of up to 190,000
troops on the Ukrainian border; Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov’s statement that “Ukraine
has no claim to sovereignty”; Putin’s announcement that two breakaway regions of
Ukraine are independent states; his preposterous deployment of “peace keepers”; and

the waiting for a Ukrainian “provocation” as a pretext for a full-scale invasion?
A reliable weapons supplier

Unlike other countries where Russian dominance of energy markets can often buy
diplomatic acquiescence, Russia provides little energy to Southeast Asia. Its economic ties

to the region are paltry.

Russia’s total two-way trade with Southeast Asia is an estimated U.S. $25 billion. Russia

barely ranks as a top-tier trading partner for any country in the region.
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Vietnam — Russia’s largest regional trading partner in absolute value — still trades more
annually with Cambodia. Russia has almost no foreign direct investment in the region, the

largest being an offshore oilfield in Vietnam.

Moscow’s main source of leverage is the fact that it dominates the region’s arms markets
with reliable and relatively cheap weapons systems that it will sell to any regime, no

matter how odious or repressive their policies are.

Russia remains a key supplier to its traditional clients: Laos, Cambodia, and
Vietnam. Russia has been central to Vietham’s military modernization and has sold
advanced submarines, warships, jet-fighters anti-ship and surface-to-air missiles. Vietnam

produces a range of Russian equipment under license.
And of course, Russia remains a key supplier of weapons to Myanmar.

According to a new report by the United Nations, Russia has been the largest supplier of
weapons to the junta since the Feb. 1, 2021 coup d’etat, exporting SU-30MK jets, YAK-
130 light-attack jets, armored personnel carriers, and mobile air-defense systems. And

they show no signs of letting up, despite the daily human rights abuses and intentional

targeting of civilians.

In the early 2000s, Russia began selling fighter-jets to Indonesia and Malaysia, but it was
unable to grow those markets. Indeed, perhaps from fear of sanctions, and perhaps
because Moscow refused any barter agreement, the Indonesians recently announced two
new arms packages worth over $20 billion, including jet imports, from France and the

United States.

While Russia promised new weapons factories to the Philippines, which saw a 2016 U.S.
Senate hold on weapons exports due to President Rodrigo Duterte’s war on drugs, little
has been delivered. Beyond the purchase of a squadron of helicopters, the promise of

other weapons sales has not materialized either.

Attempts to enter the Thai arms market, in the midst of two coup d’etats since 2006,
have garnered only limited success. Since 2008, Thai imports from Russia have mainly

been helicopters.
Russia has leverage over some Southeast Asian states, but certainly not all.

The MH-17 shootdown
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The reticence is not new. Most countries in the region said little during Moscow’s 2014

invasion of Crimea and later aggression in the Donbas region of eastern Ukraine.

The only reason that Southeast Asia was at all pulled into the situation was the July 17,
2014 downing of Malaysia Airlines flight 17 by a Russian-made BUK surface-to-air missile

that killed all 298 passengers and crew.

It defied any plausibility that irregular forces in Donbas had access to advanced missiles.
Dutch investigators concluded that the missile was launched by Russian-led forces in

rebel-controlled territory.

Russia continues to deny the allegations, spewing unfounded and baseless accusations
that the plane was shot down by Ukrainian government forces. It has never accepted

culpability or paid any restitution.

Tellingly, few in Southeast Asia showed any will to confront Russia over MH-17 or over
its aggression against a state that all but Brunei had recognized since between January
1991 and June 1992.

Rules-based order under threat

] s RUSSIA
Ty The lack of a full-throated response from

N L Southeast Asian capitals is striking.
SLOV. UKRAINE . . .
s . ::fa"s“' At a G-20 meeting, President Jokowi spoke
1UNG. .:Jf one! .

o Mariupols of the situation in Ukraine only in terms of

ROMANIA % 09 essa
something that could threaten
Annexed by Russia Sebastopol the economic recovery caused by two years
pole

Under separatist control 100 km

sy AFP@®  of a global pandemic. Indonesian Foreign
Minister Retno Marsudi has spoken to
Russian and Ukrainian counterparts in the past week, but has not said anything about the

conversations.

Singapore issued perhaps the most forceful statement, demanding that “the sovereignty,
independence, and territorial integrity of Ukraine must be respected.” Vietnam, a close

partner of Russia, has said nothing.

With limited economic ties, limited political engagement, and geographical distance,

Russia poses little in the way of an immediate threat to Southeast Asian nations.
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Indeed, for the second year in a row, Russia wasn’t even mentioned in the well-respected
annual ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Center survey of Southeast Asian elites, even as a potential

threat to the rules-based order.

Yet, all the countries of Southeast Asia depend on international law, which is based on
the concept of sovereign equality. Every country is threatened by a great power adopting
a worldview based on a unilateral interpretation of shared history, language and

culture.

This is not some remote conflict that has little bearing on Southeast Asian security.
Attempts to upend the world order cut to the core of Southeast Asian security and
prosperity. It is not a European security problem or part of Washington’s Great Power

Competition.

On the contrary, this is something that creates a very dangerous legal precedent,
especially for an assertive country like China that has repeatedly pushed for its own

interpretations of international law, most clearly in the South China Sea.

China could easily apply the logic Putin that used to annul Ukrainian sovereignty to make
sweeping claims to swaths of Southeast Asia; northern Vietnam was a Chinese province
for 1,000 years, and parts of Myanmar, such as the Kokang region, are dominated by

ethnic Chinese — just two examples.

We have already seen China publicly warn Southeast Asian states that “there are big
states and there are small states,” as they threatened at a 2010 ASEAN meeting in Hanoi.
There is clearly a parallel between the doctrine of limited sovereignty and China’s

traditional “All Under Heaven” worldview and system of tributary states.

China will deny this. But while Putin’s actions may ultimately work against China’s long-
term diplomatic and economic interests, for now, Beijing has clearly tied itself to Russian

revisionism.

Sadly, most Southeast Asian states are likely to not take sides, avoiding another conflict
that they fear could cause them marginal economic harm. Most of them will not join the
European Union, the United States, Australia or Japan in imposing sanctions. They do so

at their own peril.

Zachary Abuza is a professor at the National War College in Washington and an adjunct

at Georgetown University. The views expressed here are his own and do not reflect the
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position of the U.S. Department of Defense, the National War College, Georgetown

University or BenarNews.

https://www.rfa.org/english/commentaries/russia-ukraine-seasia-02232022072643.html
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