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Looking Beyond Suu Kyi’s New Ordeals in Prison

By THE IRRAWADDY | 19 August 2022

ni  kshony Monday marks two months since Myanmar

N

democracy leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was
moved into solitary confinement in Naypyitaw
Prison by the military junta.

- It’s the first time the 77-year-old has spent time
in solitary in a prison. She has spent many periods in detention for her leadership against
successive Myanmar military regimes since 1988, but until now her captors—the
predecessors of the current regime led by Min Aung Hlaing—just put her in house arrest at
her residence in Yangon.

However, after Min Aung Hlaing staged a coup in February last year, she was kept under
house arrest at an undisclosed location. Then she was transferred to solitary confinement in
Naypyitaw Prison in June this year. The outsiders she sees are lawyers from her legal team
during her weekly trial hearings for a series of charges filed by the junta at a special court
set up in the prison compound.

Even though Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is known for her stoic endurance of the hardships she
faced during pervious house arrests, the solitary confinement she is now enduring without
her close aides has prompted public concern over her security and, most importantly, for
her wellbeing and health given her old age.

New ordeals

It's known that she is kept in a small solitary building somewhere inside Naypyitaw Prison
compound, where security has been beefed up since her arrival in June.

The regime claimed she was being treated “well” after being placed in solitary confinement
but the building she is kept in looks primitive with six windows with iron bars. Local media
reported that only three have curtains, leaving the 77 year-old vulnerable to Naypyitaw’s
harsh weather—especially in summer and the cold season. Adding to her suffering is a
swarm of visiting insects as the prison is in the middle of scrubland.

Even though she is placed in solitary confinement, it was reported that she has some prison
guards to keep an eye on her. Early this month she nearly fell down in the washroom,
prompting further worries about her wellbeing. The regime said Daw Aung San Suu Kyi gets
regular medical checkups.

Nothing is known about her diet in the prison. The regime once said they have assigned
three women to prepare food for her. However, she is used to living on a strict regimen,
rarely eating red meat while mostly relying on vegetables. It was learned that one of her
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lawyers arranges some food parcels for her as she is not OK with the food the prison
provides.

For all the new ordeals she faces, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi maintains her stoic endurance,
sources close to the court said, recalling her comments about her experience in solitary
confinement. The regime muzzles her lawyers, prohibiting them from talking to the media.

“She talked about what she had been through matter-of-factly, not even in the air of a
complaint,” one of the sources said.

Access to information

When she was under house arrest at an undisclosed location before June, the regime
claimed Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was allowed to read newspapers and watch TV.

It’s now unclear if she still has these privileges in the prison. However, she seems to get
updates from her lawyers during the trial hearings—sometimes with bad news she didn’t
expect.

When she was told about the regime’s executions of her one-time aide and former NLD
lawmaker Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw and veteran democracy activist Ko Jimmy as well as two other
activists in late July, she was visibly saddened by the news.

She even reacted by asking questions: “Can they be hanged under the law? Why did it [the
regime] do that? They can’t do that!”

Days behind bars
It would be interesting to know how she spends her days in solitary confinement.

It’s sure that she would start her day with meditation, to which she has been devoted for
many years.

When she was under house arrest at her Yangon residence under the previous regime,
tuning in to the BBC World Service was part of her morning ritual. But it’s not known if she
even has access to a radio now.

She may still be allowed to read some books.

As she is now in solitary confinement, it’s likely that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is no longer able
to do some of her hobbies, like bakery—one she practiced until before being transferred to
the prison.

When she appeared for a court hearing after her 77th birthday on June 19 this year, she
surprised people by bringing some cakes baked by herself. She shared the cakes not only
with her legal team but also with the court staff, while making sure that security forces who
took her to court got a few slices.
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Occasions she will miss

2022 is the second year in a row in which she has been unable to pay her respects to her
late father and Myanmar military founder General Aung San at the Yangon Mausoleum,
following the coup last year. We can be sure that on July 19 she would have found some
way from her solitary building in Naypyitaw Prison to pay homage to her father and others
who were assassinated alongside him by a political rival 75 years ago.

She will surely miss her pet dog Taichito, too. For her, Taichito is more than just a dog, as

the animal was a gift from her younger son, Kim Aris. He presented it to his mother when he
visited her upon her release in 2010 “to protect her mum on his behalf.” The bond between
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and Taichito was evident to anyone who encountered the pair, and it
is well known how fond she is of her pet. The dog was with her throughout her house arrest.

Undated picture of Taichito and Daw Aung San Suu Kyi

It is believed that when she was transferred to prison,
Taichito was sent to caretakers in Yangon. Pictures of

! the dog shared online at the time showed that Taichito
appeared distressed—a heartbreaking image for all
have who viewed it.

Things surely on her mind

“ As she is aware of her people’s plight under the military
regime, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi will be wondering if they are alright, and if they are safe from
COVID-19. For the people’s ongoing collective anti-regime activism, she knows unity is the
most important thing. That’s why she occasionally sends “please stay united” messages via
her lawyers.

She would be sorry for her comrades who are either on the run or in the junta’s custody.
She would feel desperate to learn more about the young people who have taken up arms
against the regime and the National Unity Government—the parallel government formed by
elected lawmakers from her party and its ethnic allies since her ouster—and their progress.

As someone who has devoted her life to the people of Myanmar since 1988, she would not
feel regret for being behind bars at the age of 77 if she contemplates the ups and downs in
her life. Instead, as the elected leader of the Myanmar people, her thoughts will surely be
dominated by all things related to them and the country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/looking-beyond-suu-kyis-new-ordeals-in-
prison.html
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Resistance Groups Ambush Junta Flotilla in Upper Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 19 August 2022

Myanmar junta motorboats were damaged in Katha Township, Sagaing Region, on Thursday
when resistance forces ambushed six boats escorted by two jet fighters and foot soldiers.

The flotilla had reportedly been carrying food, firearms and ammunition from Mandalay to
Kachin State along the Irrawaddy River since August 8.

On Thursday morning resistance groups led by the All Burma Student’s Democratic Front
ambushed the ships with improvised rockets, a Katha People’s Defense Force (PDF)
representative, who was involved in the attack, told The Irrawaddy on Friday.

Nine out of the 14 rockets fired hit the boats, the PDF said.

The junta casualties are unknown. The Katha PDF member said injured personnel were
taken to Shwegu in Kachin State.

He added that the attackers managed to complete the ambush despite about 10 flights
conducted by two junta fighter jets.

On Friday, troops in Katha Township protecting the flotilla burned houses in Kyauk Htone
Gyi village and raided another nearby village, said Katha PDF.

“The regime is torturing and killing civilians. It does not see civilians as human beings as it
only wants power,” said the Katha PDF member.

On August 11, resistance groups attacked the boats using 107mm mortars and used drones
to attack foot soldiers protecting the flotilla beside the Irrawaddy.

Airstrikes were used against resistance forces, injuring a villager while other residents fled,
according to Katha PDF.

After facing attacks, the flotilla stopped in Katha for about five days last week.

The junta faces regular attacks from PDFs and ethnic armed organizations across the
country.

The regime continues to conduct indiscriminate aerial bombings, arbitrary killings of civilians
and burning the civilian houses amid calls from the United Nations for an end to attacks on
civilians.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/resistance-groups-ambush-junta-flotilla-in-

upper-myanmar.html
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Two elderly villagers die after houses set on fire in eastern Magway Region

A third victim was also killed after being shot by junta troops during a series of raids in
Yesagyo Township over the past week

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Aug 19, 2022

Much of Hlaykhoke lies in ruins after coming under
attack by regime forces for three days from August 15
(Supplied)

Junta troops killed at least three people, including two
elderly villagers, in a series of raids carried out in

eastern Magway Region’s Yesagyo Township over the
past week, according to local resistance sources.

A column of around 50 regime soldiers stationed in Min, a village located near the
confluence of the Ayeyarwady and Chindwin rivers, began their attacks on two nearby
villages on Monday, the sources reported.

The first village to be targeted was Hlaykhoke, located about 5km southwest of Min. It was
subjected to three days of arson attacks that left more than a quarter of its 560 homes in
ruins.

According to the leader of a local defence force, several dozen villagers were unable to
escape the raid and were held at a local monastery until the soldiers left on Wednesday.

“The two who died in their homes were elderly invalids.

g . 1 evans Although most were later released, at least two people
) l; burned to death after their homes were set on fire, and
~ o L mvanman 5 . . . .
8 “““““““““““ \} --------- ey a third was shot as the soldiers were leaving the village
g) K) - “‘%‘\ < | on Wednesday morning, the leader of the YLK People’s
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The villagers who fled left them behind because they
didn’t think the soldiers would harm them,” he told
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Myanmar Now.

The victims were a 90-year-old blind man named Mye and an 83-year-old paraplegic woman
named Tin Myint, he said. The third person killed on Wednesday was identified as Pho Aung,
a 40-year-old resident of the neighbouring village of Chan Yar.

According to the PDF leader, resistance forces based in the area attempted to defend
Hlaykhoke, but were forced to retreat after coming under heavy fire.
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“We tried to fend them off using the few weapons that we had, but in the end we had to
withdraw our troops. We rescued some villagers and inflicted a few casualties on the

enemy, but then they started torching the village,” he said.

After leaving Hlaykhoke—which had previously been attacked in January—the junta column
proceeded to Nga Ta Yaw, a village about 4km northwest of Min.
A map of the confluence area shows the location of two
villages targeted by junta troops during the week of
August 15

According to the leader of the Yesagyo PDF, most of Nga
‘ Ta Yaw’s roughly 3,000 inhabitants had fled ahead of the

arrival of the regime forces at around 9am on

AYeyarWady River

Wednesday.

@NgaTa Yaw

Chindw,-,, River

He added that the group killed eight junta troops before
being forced to retreat from the village. Two Yesagyo PDF

members were injured in the clash, he said.

@ Hiay Khoke

No civilian casualties have been reported in Nga Ta Yaw, but a Yesagyo PDF spokesperson

said that the regime soldiers have set fire to almost the entire village.
“They spent the whole day setting fires. They started at the northern edge of the village,
then moved on to the northwestern part. After that they started burning all the rest,” he

said, speaking to Myanmar Now on Thursday.

“They rested for a while at around 10pm, but then resumed torching houses until this
morning. They’re burning more at the southeastern edge of the village right now,” he

added.

Military raids have forced the residents of at least 10 villages in the confluence area, which
has a total of 43 villages, to flee their homes, according to local sources.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/two-elderly-villagers-die-after-houses-set-on-fire-

in-eastern-magway-region

Myanmar junta steps up attacks in what may be prelude to an election
Opposition forces say any ballot led by military rulers would not be free or fair.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.08.19

A broader military offensive launched by Myanmar’s ruling military junta earlier this
month in Sagaing, Magway and other regions showing resistance to the regime looks like
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an effort to clear the way for new elections next year to give its rule some appearance of

legitimacy, analysts say.

The remains of a truck and motorcycles burned by junta
troops as seen in Yin Paung Taing village, Yinmarbin
township, in northwestern Myanmar's Sagaing region,
Aug. 15, 2022. Myauk Yamar People's Defense Force

Under Myanmar’s Constitution, drafted in 2008 by a

: previous military-led government, a junta can only

5 ' = "' extend its tenure twice after a year has passed since a
coup, for six months at a time. The regime is now operating under its second half-year
extension of emergency rule since the Feb. 1, 2021 coup.

Junta chief Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing said in a speech on Aug. 1 marking 18 months of
military rule that the regime wanted to hold elections once fighting in the country was
brought under control.

The military then significantly increased its ground, air and water attacks, especially in
restive Sagaing and Magway regions. Anti-junta opposition groups across the country
have said that they will oppose any elections held by the military regime, believing they
would not be free and fair.

On the day the junta chief laid out his plan, eight villagers and two People’s Defense
Force (PDF) members were killed in a helicopter attack and a ground raid on Let Pan Kyin
village in Sagaing’s Myinmu township, with some homes were destroyed by fire.

Local residents of Yin Paung Tine village in Yinmarbin township said they found the bodies
of 19 people, including children and the elderly, in the village as a result of a three-day
attack from the ground and the air that ended on Aug. 14.

Capt. Boh Bala of the Yinmarbin-based Young Rangers Force, which has been fighting the
military forces, told RFA that the junta’s attacks on the villages have been conducted to
weaken local PDF units.

“They have now changed their strategy,” he said. “They know that we have no weapons
to defend ourselves against the airstrikes, so they attack from the air and conduct
lightning raids to gain a military advantage for themselves. | can see that they are
launching these attacks to weaken our strength. With these raids, they hope to break
down our units and the military strategy we are building."

The air attacks are less discriminating and more innocent citizens are being caught up in
the fighting, he added.
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Military troops have raided at least 10 villages in Sagaing region since Aug. 1, with about
1,000 houses burned and roughly 15,000 people displaced, local residents said.

Nay Zin Lat, a former lawmaker from the northwestern region, said the military has
conducted two-prong attacks in August in areas where the armed resistance is strong.

“There have been more frequent and more vigorous attacks lately,” he said. “They are
using helicopters to move quickly from one place to another. With the use of helicopters,
they can launch attacks more frequently than before. Even from the water, we can say
they have reached a level of using warships.”

Area residents have reported seeing five or six naval ships sandwiched between cargo
vessels heading up the Irrawaddy River, Nay Zin Lat added.

“So, we can say they are using all the powers they have from the land, sea and air,” he
said.

'Situation is very bad'

Junta troops also have attacked villages in central Myanmar’s Magway region, where
anti-regime forces are also strong.

A Myaing township resident, who declined to give his name for fear of his safety, said
junta troops have burned villages in Myaing, Pauk, Seik Pyu and Yesagyo townships,
which harbor strong anti-junta sentiments, just like in Sagaing.

“In Myaing and Pauk townships, the situation is very bad right now,” he told RFA. “They
are attacking in two or three columns.”

Junta forces want to set up administrative systems in areas they control but haven’t been
able to in much of the region, the resident said.

“Villages here are without administrators,” he said. “There are no village administrators
in about 70% of the villages.”

On July 31, the junta announced that it extended the state of emergency in Myanmar for
another six months, to Feb. 1, 2023, or two years after the coup. According to the
Constitution, the regime will have to hold elections within six months after that date, so
by August.

Min Zaw Oo, executive director of the Myanmar Institute for Peace and Security, said
that fighting is likely to continue until the elections.

“When there is an armed movement, the rulers will try to weaken and crush it,” he told
RFA. “They want it to disappear. But in more than half the townships [in Myanmar], there
will still be armed attacks. Bombing attacks will continue.”
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It is also uncertain whether Myanmar citizens would participate in any election the
military attempted to hold, he said.

Political analyst Sai Kyi Zin Soe said the military is more aggressive in areas where there is
strong resistance because it is trying to eliminate anyone who will oppose the holding of
an election.

“We are seeing more military offensives, and that they are continuing to make more
arrests with malice,” he said about the junta forces. “It is obvious that they’re trying to
remove from the political scene all those who do not accept the election and its way of
reforming the country.

“One thing is for sure: this election may not be an outlet for the military,” Sai Kyi Zin Soe
said. “But what is certain is that they have already decided to continue to implement this
plan.”

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane for RFA Burmese. Written in English by Roseanne Gerin.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/election-prelude-08192022164612.html

Myanmar’s junta sends hundreds of troops to Kayah State, preparing major offensive

Drones and tanks have also been sent to the region to bolster observation and firepower
abilities.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.08.19

A local injured by heavy artillery shelling of Eastern
Demoso township’s Htee Hpoe Ka Loe village in
Kaya State on Aug. 17. Karenni Human Rights
Group

Myanmar’s junta has sent more than 400 soldiers

: PN to Demoso township in Kayah (Karenni) State this
month, with opposition Progressive Karenni People’s Force (PKPF) and civil society
officials saying they expect a major offensive in the near future.

More than 200 reinforcements were sent from Moe Bye and a similar number from
Pekon township, both on the border of Shan State, since the beginning of August.

On Thursday military convoys, including tanks, entered Shadaw township according to Ko
Kayan, the information officer of the Demoso’s People’s Defense Force (PDF).
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Up to 200 troops have been deployed near Ngwe Taung Dam in Demoso township,
abandoned by most of its residents due to fierce fighting between junta troops and PDFs
in past battles.

Hundreds of troops are also reinforcing the junta’s main camps in the western part of
Demoso city.

Kayan said tanks and drones, in addition to stationary troops, have been sent to an area
where armed resistance is fierce.

“There are more military activities in many places than before,” he said. “There are three
or four tanks on standby in the docks and drones in Hpruso township.”

The Military Council’s Army 531 force and the 12th Grade High Training School have been
fighting PDFs in Hpruso. Battalions under the junta’s 66th Division have also stepped up
operations in the region, according to local Karenni Defense Force officials.

A PKPF official told RFA the junta has suffered major casualties and has no public support
so it is replenishing its forces to try to control Kayah State.

The clinic in Daw Par Pa village, Loikaw township, Kayah
State, which was destroyed in a junta air raid on August 9.
CREDIT: Karen National Defense Force

Karenni Human Rights Group (KnHRG) director Ko Banyar
said junta forces may be trying to control the main
townships of Karenni State, where armed resistance is

strong, in the run up to next year’s national elections.
“Every year, in the rainy season, they don’t reinforce and halt their offensives,” he said.

“Now the situation is that they want to reinforce troops and expand the territory [they
control], which could be related to the upcoming elections in 2023 ... If they can control
the territory they can hold the election, then hand over the power to the winning party
to gain political legitimacy. So Military Council forces are carrying out operations to
control the hubs like Loikaw city in Kayah State and Demoso township.”

He added that there are thousands of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) who have fled
the city to forests on the east and west sides of Demoso. If fighting breaks out the IDPs
may also suffer casualties and Banyar said he is concerned about the shortage of food
and medicine.

The Military Council spokesperson in Kayah State refused to comment when contacted by
RFA, saying he was too busy.
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There have been 420 battles across Kayah State since the military coup on Feb. 1,2021 to
Aug 15, 2022 according to the PKPF. It said149 members of PDFs and 1,306 junta soldiers
were killed during that time.

According to state Civil Society organizations, nearly 300 local civilians have been killed in
Kayah State in the 18 months since the coup and 200,000 have been forced to flee to
safer places.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/myanmars-junta-sends-hundreds-of-troops-
08192022065919.html

Desperate junta recruitment drive leaves delta villagers fearful — and in debt
AUGUST 19, 2022 | By FRONTIER

Soldiers at a protest in Yangon on February 15, 2021
(Frontier)

Residents of an Ayeyarwady Region township are being
forced to choose between joining the military or paying
an onerous fine, with the large cash payments
seemingly being used to lure more young people into

joining up.

In May 2022, an anxious Ko Than Win* and his family hurriedly left their Ayeyarwady Region
village in Myaungmya Township. Than Win had good reason to flee his village, southeast of
the regional capital Pathein, where he worked as a day labourer on farms: he did not want
to be conscripted into the military.

Weeks before Than Win fled with his wife and six children, able-bodied men in
villages across the township had come under heavy pressure from military officers to enter
a draw that would decide if they had to join the junta’s army.

The decision to introduce the conscription lottery in the area, which has a large Karen
population, came after military officers summoned elders and community leaders from 10
villages in the area to a meeting in February.

They were told that each village would have to provide 10 army recruits, who would be
decided by lottery. Every household with at least one adult male was expected to enter the
draw. Anyone selected who was unwilling to serve in the military was required to pay
K100,000 (USS54); households without adult males had to pay K15,000 (S8) a month for six
months.

Than Win could not afford to pay K100,000 and he didn’t want to go into the draw.

Page 12 of 59


https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/myanmars-junta-sends-hundreds-of-troops-08192022065919.html
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/myanmars-junta-sends-hundreds-of-troops-08192022065919.html

However, the move to another village proved to be in vain, because soon the conscription
lottery was introduced there, too. In the first week of June, Than Win and his family moved
to yet another village. When the system followed them there as well, Than Win reluctantly
decided that he had no choice but to go into a draw.

“l didn’t want to be a soldier but | didn’t want to relocate again. | dared not return to my
home village. | didn’t have K100,000 and | didn’t know where | could borrow it,” he said.

“I talked to my wife and children about the situation and they told me not to become a
soldier, and to borrow the money. Our children said it would be more embarrassing if their
father became a soldier than if we borrowed money and went into debt — they said we had
to find the money,” Than Win said.

The recruitment drive comes as the military sustains growing losses in its battles against
ethnic armed groups and resistance forces established since the coup, as well as a wave of
defections and desertions among its rank and file.

But replenishing its forces is a major conundrum. The military has never been so unpopular
among the general public, as reflected in Than Win’s comment that serving would be an
“embarrassment”. Many traditional recruiting areas, such as rural Magway and Sagaing
regions, have also become battlegrounds in which young men who would have perhaps
considered joining the military are instead joining resistance groups to fight against it.

I Traditional recruiting grounds like Sagaing Region

have instead become strongholds of anti-military
People’s Defence Forces, like this group pictured in
Ayadaw Township in February. (Mar Naw |
Frontier)

‘l didn’t dare to oppose them’

Than Win believed that the military officers had
broken the law when they gave them the “choice” of going into the draw or paying to avoid
it. But he didn’t dare to speak out.

“They are armed and | didn’t dare to oppose them. We are scared. | don’t know for sure that
villagers haven’t been killed over this, [or] that they won’t set our village on fire,” he said.

Than Win said he worried about not being able to repay a loan because it would require a
continuing payment of K15,000 a month, which he can’t afford on his earnings as a farm
labourer. Facing the grim prospect of forever being in debt, he agreed to go into the lottery.

Than Win said a consolation of his decision to submit to participating in the lottery was that
the Ayeyarwady Region has not been as affected by fighting since the coup as other parts of
the country.
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“Our situation is better than the people in other areas who are suffering because of the civil
war,” he said, adding, “I want this life of fear and injustice to end as soon as possible.”

Ma Naw* lived in one of the villages Than Win moved to, but fled Myaungmya

Township with her two year-old daughter and elderly mother to live with relatives in Yangon
after her husband was recruited in a lottery draw in May. He had not wanted to serve in the
military but couldn’t afford to pay K100,000 to opt out of the draw.

“Some soldiers and community elders came to tell me that my husband had been drawn in
the lottery. They said he must pay K100,000 if he did not want to become a soldier, but we
couldn’t afford to pay so my husband said he would go,” Ma Naw said.

“Two days later, | heard from the village elders that my husband and others were sent to
Pathein. Since they took my husband away | have not been able to contact him. We don’t
know when he will be allowed to come home,” she said.

Another shock came after her husband left. Even though her husband was conscripted, Ma
Naw was told she would still have to pay K15,000 a month to the military after his first
month had passed.

Ma Naw’s husband was a daily wage labourer on farms and he would sometimes
supplement his income by catching fish that his wife sold in their village.

“Without my husband, we had no income, so | asked a relative to help me to move to
Yangon, where | can get a job in a factory to support my family while we wait for my
husband to return,” said Ma Naw.

“Without any income it is impossible to pay K15,000 to the army every month. | have
already given my man. | have never experienced such a situation and | am not sure our
family will ever be reunited,” she said.

“When my husband is able to return, | have decided to bring him to Yangon. This situation
where men are forced to become soldiers only happens in villages far from cities and | don’t
want to face it again.”

‘He said it was democracy’

Among the community elders at the February meeting in Than Win’s village was U Aung*,
52, who said the military had initially demanded that each of the 10 villages
represented must provide 10 recruits.

“Even though we are elders and community leaders, we have no power to force villagers to
become soldiers. | told the military that the villagers would be unhappy but they didn’t want
to listen,” U Aung said.

Page 14 of 59



“The military didn’t accept what we said and insisted that each village had to

provide 10 soldiers and we had to make sure they signed up. We felt strongly that this was
unacceptable but we dared not object. They can arrest us because they are military soldiers
with weapons.”

However, the military eventually relented on the forced recruitment plan and opted instead
for a conscription lottery.

“They said that any villagers who drew the lottery but did not want to serve in the military
would be fined K100,000. Households that did not have to participate in the draw [because
of a lack of eligible men] would also be asked to pay K15,000 a month for at least

six months,” U Aung said.

Most of the villagers are farmers and couldn’t afford to pay, so they had no choice but to go
into the draw, he said. But then the military officers decided that those households with
eligible men who took part in the draw but were not selected would have to pay K15,000 a
month anyway, as a kind of tax on non-serving households.

“The military officer said that if they can’t pay they will have to serve in the military. He said
it was their choice whether to pay or serve in the military. He said it was democracy. |
wanted to kick him in the face but | was afraid of being arrested,” U Aung said.

A resident of one of the villages represented at the February 2022 meeting said the military
had in March threatened to burn the village down if they refused to participate in the
conscription lottery or pay the K100,000 penalties.

“They said that if we were chosen in the draw but didn’t want to serve in the military we
would have to pay an initial K100,000 and then K15,000 a month,” the villager said, speaking
on condition of anonymity. He was worried that the amount might be increased. “l don’t
know how much | might have to pay in the future,” he added.

“Soldiers told us to regard the payment for not wanting to serve as a tax, and not to spread
any news about it on Facebook,” the villager said.

He said his village has more than 180 households and if each had to pay K15,000 every
month it would amount to a considerable sum.

“We have been paying since March, more than four months. At least if the money was
thrown into the water, it would still make a sound,” said the villager, invoking a Burmese
saying to describe losing a large sum of money.

“Paying money to not be soldiers is embarrassing and useless,” he said, adding that those
drawn in the lottery were told by soldiers that they would have to undergo military training
in Pathein, where the headquarters of South Western Command is based.
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Senior General Min Aung Hlaing floated
mandatory conscription during a speech in
February. (AFP/Myawaddy TV)

Buying recruits

Residents believe that the cash being raised
from all the penalties and monthly payments

is being used as an inducement to support
the recruitment drive.

Soldiers manning a checkpoint at the entrance to Myaungmya town are trying to entice
young men to join the army by offering them the relatively large sum of K1 million ($538)
along with a bag of rice, said a resident, U Tun Tun Oo*.

“When [ first heard about it, | didn’t believe it,” Tun Tun Oo said. “But my son and | had to
go to Labutta and we had to pass through the checkpoint ... A soldier on duty asked if | was
interested in having my son become a soldier. When | answered no, the soldier told me that
if he joined the military now, | would get money and rice. | just answered no.”

Tun Tun Oo speculated that it was likely many residents in Myaungmya town were unaware
of the conscription lottery and forced collection of money.

“The villages are far away and the residents are scared, so it is possible that people in the
town may not be aware of this news,” he said. “They also don’t know if the money being
raised by the military is being used as an incentive to recruit soldiers in the town. In the
beginning, they didn’t say that they would offer incentive payments to get people to join;
the military seems to be in dire need of recruits.”

The recruitment drive got underway shortly after coup leader Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing said in a speech to senior military officers in Nay Pyi Taw on February 2 that every
citizen has a responsibility to serve in the military for two or three years under the People’s
Military Service Law.

The law was enacted on November 4, 2010 by the previous junta, the State Peace and
Development Council. It stipulates that eligible male citizens aged between 18 and 35 and
eligible female citizens aged between 18 and 27 are required to serve in the military for up
to two years, while those eligible to serve as technicians or experts are required to serve for
up to three years.

Section 4 of the law says that compulsory military service can be extended to up to five
years during a state of emergency, such as that imposed by the junta when it seized power
on February 1, 2021. On July 31, the junta extended the state of emergency for a second
time, to February 2023. But while the conscription has some legal basis, authorities don’t
appear to be referencing the law on the ground during forced recruitment drives.
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Min Aung Hlaing’s comments followed reports about a sharp decline in recruitment
numbers since the coup, as well as reports of military defections and casualties from armed
conflict with anti-junta groups and ethnic armed groups. There have been frequent
references in the press and on social media to problems in the military and a lack of
personnel, but junta leaders declined to respond to Frontier’s request for comment for this
story. They have also not commented on the veracity of the multiple reports of forced
recruitment and large fines. The true picture of the military’s strength and capacity is not
clear, but based on these reports it suggests they have shifted to desperate measures as
they try to win a civil war they were clearly unprepared for.

A step back in time

This is not the first time the Myanmar military has resorted to forced military recruitment,
according to Dr Mary Callahan, an academic and researcher who has written extensively on
Myanmar’s military and government systems. In the early 1990s, the former junta
embarked on a dramatic expansion of the armed forces, and the pressure on recruiters to
meet targets led to an increase in forced recruitment.

“The last 30 years saw a shift in responsibility for recruiting to local platoons and battalions,
where young officers and non-commissioned officers became responsible for wrangling
boys into uniform. Eventually that led to considerably common practices of forced
recruitment,” Callahan said, noting that “the army was not alone here, as some EAOs also
force families to hand over sons.”

Forced recruitment was not initially such a problem. In the early 1990s, skyrocketing poverty
rates in rural areas made joining the military a necessary option for many poor families; but
as conditions improved, alternatives like migration for work became a more attractive
choice, and the military responded by using more aggressive tactics to get men into

uniform.

Callahan recalls a visit to Sittwe, Rakhine State in 1998 where a township official told her of
battalion commanders sending trucks to the jails to collect anyone in custody, who would
then be marched to the truck and forced into the army. “Not surprisingly, discipline was
utterly lost,” she said, and even prior to the coup “few if any battalions [were] at required
strength”.

Callahan said the coup reflected a “massive breakdown in intelligence” among the military
leadership about both the conditions of the rank and file and how much the society had
changed in recent decades.

“It seems that the army has not traveled far at all from its social, political and institutional
arrangements of 20-40 years ago, while all the rest of Myanmar society — rural and urban,
young and old, lowland and upland, Bamar and non-Bamar— has undergone dramatic
changes in norms, cultural assumptions, and expectations of governance.”
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https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/desperate-junta-recruitment-drive-leaves-delta-

villagers-fearful-and-in-debt/

As junta squeezes courts, Myanmar’s lawyers are forced to face their worst fears

Even as they face threats to their own safety and freedom, some lawyers remain committed
to representing political prisoners

Tin Htet Paing / Nway Nway Eain | Published on Aug 19, 2022

ﬁ" PEid Q9EETE Lawyers wait outside the Kamayut township court as
Win e f they try to gain access to a court hearing for their client
in Yangon on March 12 2021 (EPA)

Mei Aye, a lawyer who visits Yangon’s Insein Prison at
, 1 least twice a week for court appearances, has a ritual

\ ol A h that she follows on the days that she has to pass through
the gates of Myanmar’s most notorious detention centre.

The first thing she does is tell someone she trusts about her unfinished business. And then
she makes a point of saying goodbye to all her loved ones, mindful of the fact that she might
not see them again for a very long time.

She says she does this as a way of dealing with the crippling anxiety she often feels about
the perils of her job defending political prisoners. This is because she knows all too well how
easily she, too, could end up behind bars.

“l have to do these things in case | don’t get to come home from work one day. | never know
when | will be taken away to an interrogation centre,” she explains.

As a defence attorney with 10 years of experience, Mei Aye is no stranger to prisons, which
she says hold no real terror for her. But interrogation centres are another matter—she has
seen too many of her clients after they have emerged from them not to live in fear of what
happens behind their closed doors.

I never know when | will be taken away to an interrogation centre

Many are badly bruised or scarred, she says, and some even have open wounds that testify
to the brutality of the regime’s techniques for extracting information.

“I’'m not a doctor, so | can’t really say how serious their injuries were. But | could see that
they had been really severely beaten. And | am afraid of having to face the same fate,” she
says.
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Currently working on 28 political cases, Mei Aye deals with clients facing charges that range
from incitement to terrorism and possession of explosive devices. In the eyes of Myanmar’s
military, that makes her an object of suspicion, too.

She says her anxiety lifts only after the court hearings have begun. But as soon as they end
and she starts preparing to leave the prison, the feeling of dread returns. And it stays with
her for at least the next two days, filling her mind with vivid images of what might await her.

“| keep seeing the same scene over and over again: soldiers kicking the door open, rushing
in, and torturing me in my own home. | sometimes find myself wondering how many blows |
would be able to take,” she says of her state of mind during these periods.

But there is nothing irrational about these fears. While there is no official count, members
of Myanmar’s legal community say that at least 20 lawyers have been detained since last
year’s coup to face charges related to those of their clients.

‘Worse than ever’

Since seizing power in February 2021, the military regime headed by Min Aung Hlaing has
taken over all three branches of government—executive, legislative, and judicial. Under its
rule, the independence of judges has ceased to exist.

In February, a year after the military takeover, the International Commission of Jurists
(1C)) reported on the total collapse of Myanmar’s courts as instruments of justice. Among
the issues it addressed were the treatment of lawyers—especially those representing
political dissidents.

“Lawyers are often threatened in front of judges and are actually arrested in courtrooms for
asking witnesses questions about torture and ill-treatment their clients have experienced or
for requesting fair trials,” the report said.

Lawyers join an anti-coup demonstration in Yangon on
February 8, 2021 (Myanmar Now)

According to a retired judge who served under
Myanmar’s previous military regimes, the situation now
is worse than it has ever been. While the courts have
never been free or fair under military rule, it was never

normal in the past for lawyers and judges to face such

persecution, he said.

They think they can hold onto authority if they can cut off all support for protesters who
have become political prisoners
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One major constraint facing lawyers involved in political cases is that the charges against
their clients are usually laid by members of the police force. This puts lawyers at risk of
provoking people who have the power to arrest them.

“Lawyers can’t avoid questioning the plaintiffs, who are usually police in these cases, if they
are going to defend their clients’ rights. The police don’t like that, so they often pressure
and threaten to arrest those lawyers,” said the former judge.

Some of the lawyers now behind bars represented high-profile figures from the ousted
National League for Democracy (NLD) government, as well as prominent dissidents.

This includes Ywet Nu Aung, a Mandalay-based lawyer who was arrested in April following a
hearing for Dr. Zaw Myint Maung, the deposed chief minister of Mandalay Region. Now
being held at Obo Prison, where she was first taken into custody, she faces a life sentence
on terrorism charges.

Ywet Nu Aung is seen in front of the Dakhina District Courthouse in
Naypyitaw in 2019 (Myanmar Now)

In June, three more lawyers were arrested in Monywa, including Moe
Zaw Tun, the defence attorney for Myint Naing, a member of the
NLD’s central executive committee who served as Sagaing Region’s
chief minister until his arrest just days after the military takeover.

Moe Zaw Tun also represented Wai Moe Naing, a Monywa-based
protest leader detained since last April after being hit during a protest by a vehicle driven by
regime forces.

Tin Win Aung, another lawyer who defended Wai Moe Naing, was arrested at Obo Prison on
June 29 along with two other Mandalay-based lawyers. During his interrogation, he suffered
multiple injuries, including a broken arm, according to sources close to the victim.

No one else to turn to

With so many reports of lawyers being locked up, it is little wonder that some avoid prison
courts altogether, while others have gone into hiding. And this has had the desired effect of
further isolating critics of the regime.

“They think they can hold onto authority if they can cut off all support for protesters who
have become political prisoners,” said Mei Aye.

It is for this reason alone that Mei Aye refuses to stop her work, which she knows perfectly
well is not likely to achieve any meaningful justice as long as the junta remains in power.

Since moving to Yangon in 2018, she has worked as a legal advisor for various organisations
and offered her services free of charge to individuals arrested for political offences. Many of
her clients have had no one else to turn to.
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Mei Aye vividly recalls one case in particular. She said she received a call at around 11pm
one night several months after the coup. At the other end was a panic-stricken woman
whose first words were, “Please help my son. He’s been taken by the military.”

At the time, there was a 10pm curfew in place, and the woman knew that if she left her
home to seek help, she would also be arrested. So she called Mei Aye, who had posted her
telephone number on social media, and described what had happened just moments
earlier.

“She didn’t know what else to do. She had just witnessed her son being beaten and dragged
away. Lawyers don’t usually get emotional in front of clients, but | cried. | couldn’t stop my
tears, because we both felt the same helplessness,” she said.

The next morning, the woman called again. She asked Mei Aye to come to the South
Okkalapa police station, where her son was being held along with seven other youths.

When she reached the police station, Mei Aye saw a group of exhausted-looking mothers
who had been forced to stand for hours as they repeatedly asked the officers on duty for
permission to see their detained children.

Lawyers don’t usually get emotional in front of clients, but I cried. | couldn’t stop my tears,
because we both felt the same helplessness

In the end, their persistent requests were denied, and even Mei Aye was not allowed to see
the prisoners she had agreed to represent. However, she was told that she could send them
food and clothing, which made their mothers immensely happy, as it indicated that, if
nothing else, their sons were still alive.

Another reason lawyers have been in the crosshairs of the regime is that they have often
served as the only means for prisoners to communicate with the outside world.

This is why Khin Maung Zaw, the lawyer who leads the legal team defending a number of
Myanmar’s ousted civilian leaders, including President Win Myint and State Counsellor Aung
San Suu Kyi, has been ordered not to speak to the media.

Lawyer Khin Maung Zaw (Myanmar Now)

Even lawyers who are not under gag orders know that they are
at risk if they convey messages from their clients, as they can
also be charged with “incitement through spreading false news”
if they disclose information about the treatment of prisoners or
any other information the regime wants to conceal.

Verdicts ‘from above’

Since the coup, most political cases have been tried in “special
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courts” set up inside prisons. These makeshift “courtrooms” typically consist of curtained-
off spaces in large halls or other prison buildings, usually about 10”x10” in area and with
little more than a table and two or three chairs for furniture.

With thousands of trials to conduct against its opponents, the regime has also reduced the
role of the people involved in its legal proceedings to the bare basics. Lawyers are allowed
to attend hearings only to maintain the pretence of due process.

Judges play an even more perfunctory part in the junta’s sham justice system. They never
intervene when prison officials or intelligence officers eavesdrop on conversations between
lawyers and their clients, and they invariably pass judgments that are predetermined and
“directed from above.”

Lawyers say that judges simply read out verdicts that arrive in sealed envelopes, eliminating
the need to actually adjudicate in cases that rarely have any merit to begin with.

“Some judges like living under a dictatorship. They can just do as they please. They no
longer feel any need to examine cases,” said one lawyer who has taken part in several post-
coup trials.

The treatment of prisoners is also routinely ignored by judges. According to Mei Aye, many
of her clients have appeared at hearings covered in cuts and bruises after brutal
interrogation sessions, but judges simply turned a blind eye to this obvious evidence of
abuse.

“l would submit a request for the judge to acknowledge and record the injuries of the
defendants inflicted by the authorities, but they would never respond to those requests.
Some judges even told me to stop bringing it up,” she said.

But as bad as Myanmar’s ordinary courts have become, they are still not as arbitrary or
oppressive as the military tribunals that handle cases in areas that have been placed under

martial law.

An anti-coup protest is seen in Yangon on February 8, 2021
(Myanmar Now)

These tribunals have been empowered to preside over
cases involving alleged violations of 23 separate provisions
of the Penal Code. The proceedings are heavily guarded by

junta troops, but the accused lack even the most basic
legal protections. All cases are handled by military lawyers and military judges, who decide
on the fate of defendants who are denied any say in their own defence.

It is under such circumstances that a total of 119 dissidents have been sentenced to death
over the past year, including 42 in absentia. Among them were 88 Generation leader Ko
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Jimmy, former MP Phyo Zeyar Thaw, and anti-coup activists Aung Thura Zaw and Hla Myo
Aung, who last month became the first prisoners to be executed in Myanmar in more than
three decades.

To boycott or not

Given the regime’s total control over the justice system, some believe that lawyers should
simply refuse to have anything to do with it.

“They should boycott a system that lies to the international community and oppresses
civilians,” said Kyi Myint, a legal expert who is also a well-known political analyst.

Others, however, argue that not much should be expected of lawyers and others who work
in the country’s courts, as they have long operated in a climate of fear that has effectively
stripped them of any ability to act independently.

“The person who is most responsible for addressing this situation is the one at the top. As
long as he continues to submit to the rulers’ will, this problem will not go away,” said the
retired judge who spoke to Myanmar Now about the worsening position of legal
practitioners under the current regime, referring to chief justice Tun Tun Oo, who also
served under the ousted civilian administration.

An anti-coup protest is seen in Yangon on February 8,
2021 (Myanmar Now)

For Mei Aye, however, fear has not been the determining
factor in her career, as much as it has affected her life.
What matters most, she said, is how she can best serve

her clients—and through them, her country.

The person who is most responsible for addressing this situation is the one at the top. As
long as he continues to submit to the rulers’ will, this problem will not go away

With regard to the latter, she said that she supports the Civil Disobedience Movement
(CDM), which she sees as a highly effective means of denying the junta legitimacy and any
real hold on power. But she hasn’t joined the movement herself, she said, because she feels
that in her case, it would be taking the easy way out.

As a lawyer who mostly handles pro bono cases for political prisoners, she would personally
not have much to lose by giving up her job, unlike many others who have joined the CDM.
The real losers, she said, would be those in need of any support they can get after sacrificing
their own freedom for the future of Myanmar.

“l don’t take on cases because | have any faith in this country’s judiciary. | do it because |
need to check on my clients and keep a record of what is being done to them,” she said.
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Myanmar Junta Chief Turns to Officials of Former Regime for Foreign Policy Advice
By THE IRRAWADDY | 19 August 2022

Min Aung Hlaing has reshuffled a so-called think-tank tasked with feeding him with
“innovative ideas and policy suggestions” on international relations, stacking the
organization with yes-men.

The Myanmar Institute for Strategic and International Studies (MISIS) has been brought back
under the control of the Foreign Ministry, with junta-linked figures dominating the body.

The junta’s foreign minister, U Wunna Maung Lwin, who served in the same capacity under
the U Thein Sein government, and international cooperation minister, U Ko Ko Hlaing, who
served as an adviser to U Thein Sein’s government, serve as patrons of the think-tank tasked
with assessing and researching regional and international affairs.

Other members are Dr. Nay Zin Latt, the chairman of the National Development Party, who
formerly served as an adviser to U Thein Sein, and Dr. Yin Yin Nwe, who is also on Min Aung
Hlaing’s advisory board.

The executive secretary of the think-tank is the director-general of the Strategic Studies and
Training Department, U Zaw Phyo Wai, a son-in-law of former military dictator Than Shwe.

The MISIS was established in 1992 by the then regime, which called itself the State Law and
Order Restoration Council, with the foreign minister as the chairman and director generals
of various government departments as members. It was then called the Myanmar Strategic
and International Studies Division, tasked with studying regional and international peace-
and security-related issues.

It was re-established in 2013 as an independent think-tank, and named the MISIS, but
continued to be dominated by military figures. Among the members were senior officials
from the National Defense College and Directorate of Military Research, former civil
servants and prominent scholars.

Reconstituted as a 32-member think-tank by the current regime, it comprises individuals
who have continuously spoken ill of the National League for Democracy since the U Thein
Sein-led Union Solidarity and Development Party was defeated in the 2015 general election.

The purpose of the organization, according to the junta-controlled English newspaper The
Global New Light of Myanmar, is to study, observe and conduct research on regional and
international issues in view of developing innovative ideas and making policy suggestions,
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through effective use of the Track Il diplomacy and friendly and close collaboration with
think-tanks in Myanmar and abroad, those which have mutual interests and concerns.

Track Il diplomacy is the practice of “non-governmental, informal and unofficial contacts
and activities between private citizens or groups of individuals, sometimes called ‘non-state
actors,”” it said.

Since the military coup last year, pro-military figures from the previous regime have
gathered under the banner of Min Aung Hlaing, serving as ministers or advisers in his
regime, and backing any war crime he has committed and those he is still committing.

Dr. Nay Zay Lin, a former captain from the Myanmar military who served as an adviser to U
Thein Sein, may be a newcomer to Min Aung Hlaing’s regime, but since the coup he has
authored four books full of attacks against the NLD, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, the parallel
National Unity Government, its parliamentary branch, the Committee Representing
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, and its armed wing, the People’s Defense Force. He regularly appears
on pro-military talk shows hosted by junta mouthpiece Myawaddy TV.

According to the junta’s gazette, the think-tank was formed on June 15, 2022. But details
about it have not yet been made public. A ceremony was held at the junta-controlled
Foreign Ministry in Naypyitaw on July 18 to welcome the members, but junta media did not
reveal their names in their reports.

Naing Swe 0o, a former military doctor and the founder of the Thayninga Institute for
Strategic Studies, is also on the think-tank. When he made public his involvement in the
think-tank on his Facebook page, he covered the names of other members.

The think-tank, whose term lasts four years, comprises deputy ministers, retired
ambassadors and experts in international relations as well as defense, legal and economic
affairs. Min Aung Hlaing has brought many officers from U Thein Sein’s government into his
regime.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-chief-turns-to-officials-of-

former-regime-for-foreign-policy-advice.html

UN Special Envoy’s Meeting With Myanmar Junta Chief Deeply Disappointing: NUG
By THE IRRAWADDY | 19 August 2022

Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government (NUG) has expressed extreme
disappointment at the United Nation’s (UN) Special Envoy on Myanmar’s meeting with coup
leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing.
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UN Special Envoy Noeleen Heyzer met with the junta chief in Naypyitaw on 17 August,
despite numerous warnings that it would give an appearance of legitimacy to the military
regime. She was also reminded of the failure of the visits of her counterpart from the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations.

On Friday, the NUG responded to the meeting with a statement saying that the meeting’s
overriding outcome has been to diminish the credibility of both the Special Envoy and the
UN.

“In allowing herself to be photographed shaking hands with a war criminal and his minister,
the Special Envoy has predictably become an instrument for junta propaganda,” the NUG
said.

The civilian government said that it acknowledged that the Special Envoy clarified in a
statement issued late Wednesday that the meeting did not “in any way confer legitimacy”
on the junta. The NUG said also that it appreciated the Special Envoy’s call for a cessation of
violence, respect for human rights, allowing humanitarian access to all those in need, and an
end to airstrikes and the burning of civilian houses.

However, those repeated calls must be accompanied with specific consequences,” the NUG
said in the statement, pointing out that a village of 600 homes in Magwe Region was burned
down by the Myanmar military immediately after the Special Envoy’s call to end the
torching of civilian houses.

“The Special Envoy should note that the NUG is the legitimate representative of the
Myanmar people, and that legitimacy cannot be conferred on a terrorist military junta,” the
NUG added.

While the Special Envoy has claimed that the purpose of the meeting was to discuss
“pragmatic steps” with the junta, the NUG responded that “pragmatism must see the UN
direct all of its efforts to supporting the people’s revolution and ending the junta’s violence,
its weaponisation of aid, its persecution of political prisoners, and its impunity. Anything
short of this is appeasement of a terrorist junta.”

Ms. Heyzer began her first trip to crisis-hit Myanmar a day after the regime sentenced
ousted civilian leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to another six years in jail on alleged corruption
charges, and less than a month after the junta attracted worldwide condemnation for
executing four pro-democracy activists.

She was not allowed to meet with Suu Kyi, who is being held in solitary confinement in a
prison in Myanmar’s capital Naypyitaw.

Nor did the Special Envoy’s visit result in any breakthroughs, with the regime continuing to
terrorize Myanmar’s people with killings, bombings, arbitrary arrests and the burning of
houses, despite her call for an end to violence.
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Following her visit, anti-regime activists in Yangon criticized the UN, accusing it of paying lip
service to efforts to end the junta’s hostilities against Myanmar’s people, while taking no
practical measures to stop the violence.

The NUG said that to have any chance of restoring the people’s trust, the Special Envoy
must publicly strengthen the UN’s partnership with the NUG, the resistance movement,
ethnic armed organizations and civil society, and truly listen to and respect the aspirations
of the Myanmar people.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/un-special-envoys-meeting-with-myanmar-junta-

chief-deeply-disappointing-nug.html
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