PEACE Info (August 18, 2022)

Several people killed in shootout on Sagaing-Mandalay bridge

Myanmar Junta Ignores UN Envoy’s Plea and Burns Large Village

Myanmar junta forces raid village in Magway, torching hundreds of homes

Warazup PMF Forces Out Sanpya Villagers

Hundreds of junta troops close in on Karenni State’s Demoso

Junta orders formation of militia in southern Rakhine State

‘I want this nightmare to end’: Climate of fear haunts Rakhine

Young People Clamour to Leave Myanmar in Giant Brain Drain

Tatmadaw regards KIA as a rebel: SAC

Myanmar Junta Restricts Mobile Money Payments to cut Resistance Funding

Myanmar Junta Signals Contempt for UN With Low-Grade Reception for Envoy
Ministries and experts cooperate to create a new social media platform to replace Facebook: SAC
SAC tries to correct the shortcomings of the government and the central bank to make policy
relaxations: its spokesperson

SAC chairman meets with the UN Special Envoy

People of Myanmar have right to democracy: UN special envoy

Myanmar junta says UN needs 'new approach' to solve post-coup crisis
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Several people killed in shootout on Sagaing-Mandalay bridge

The clash broke out aboard a bus that was crossing the Ayeyarwady River from Mandalay
to Sagaing on Wednesday

Mary Hnin | Published on Aug 18, 2022

The Yadanabon Bridge (Julio Etchart/Getty
S Images)

At least four people were killed on Wednesday
after junta troops and members of a local
defence force opened fire on each other on a
bridge linking Mandalay and Sagaing regions.

.| Theincident occurred as regime forces were

inspecting a bus that was crossing the Yadanabon Bridge, located about 15km southwest of
downtown Mandalay, at around 8:30am, local sources told Myanmar Now.

While the exact number of casualties was not known, civilians were believed to be among
the dead and wounded.

“Several junta personnel were killed, but around 10 civilians also died. They were all taken
away in ambulances,” said a local resident who spoke on condition of anonymity.

According to another source, three members of a People’s Defence Force (PDF) group were
also killed.

“The military just let loose and started shooting. A lot of people on the bus were injured,”
the source said.

At a press conference held later the same day, military spokesperson General Zaw Min Tun
said that the shooting was started by three PDF members who were on the bus bound for
the town of Sagaing.

He added that two of the three PDF fighters were killed and one was captured alive. He also
accused them of using passengers as human shields and blamed them for the deaths of two
civilians.

Two junta troops and five civilians were also injured, he said.

In a statement released shortly after the incident, the regime said that a nine-year-old girl
was among those who were shot.

The bridge, which spans the Ayeyarwady River, was closed for about 30 minutes after the
shootout, according to a source who lives in the area.
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“They also washed the blood off of the bus and tightened security around the bridge,” the
source said, adding that searches were also being carried out along the Sagaing Hills, as far
north as Mingun Township.

Myanmar Now attempted to contact junta officials and police in Sagaing for further
information, but all calls went unanswered.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/several-people-killed-in-shootout-on-sagaing-

mandalay-bridge

Myanmar Junta Ignores UN Envoy’s Plea and Burns Large Village
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 August 2022

A 600-house village was reportedly burned down by Myanmar’s regime in Yesagyo
Township, Magwe Region, on Thursday after the United Nations special envoy Noeleen
Heyzer demanded an end to junta attacks on civilians.

Junta leader Min Aung Hlaing on Wednesday met Heyzer, who asked him to stop aerial
bombing and the burning of civilian houses.

She called for an end to all forms of violence, full respect for human rights and the rule of
law and full and safe humanitarian access to those in need.

On Wednesday morning, three resistance groups ambushed around 60 regime troops and
allied Pyu Saw Htee militia members near Ngatayaw village in the east of the township while
troops were attempting to raid the village, according to the resistance groups.

At least eight regime troops were killed, according to Comrade Brothers, a resistance group
that coordinated the attack.

An online resistance video showed the surprise attack.
After the ambush, troops allegedly raided the village and burned houses.
Nearly 4,000 villagers fled their homes while older and sick residents were left behind.

A Comrade Brothers member told The Irrawaddy: “We fear for the trapped villagers as they
have probably been burned alive in their houses.”

He added that they heard regime troops firing in the village with burning continuing into
Thursday.

Residents from three nearby villages have now fled their homes.
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Myanmar’s junta escalated its arson attacks and indiscriminate killing of civilians since
September last year when the civilian National Unity Government declared war on the
regime.

By May 31, junta forces burned down approximately 18,886 civilian houses and religious
buildings at 335 locations, according to the independent Data for Myanmar research group
that monitors arson attacks.

Sagaing Region suffered the most with 13,840 houses torched, followed by Magwe Region
with 3,055.

Junta airstrikes and arson attacks on civilian areas continued on Thursday.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-ignores-un-envoys-plea-and-

burns-large-village.html

Myanmar junta forces raid village in Magway, torching hundreds of homes

The fires also burned stashes of rice and forced more than 4,000 residents to flee.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.08.18

Houses in Ngatayaw village, Yesagyo township,
in Myanmar's Magway region burn in the
distance after being set ablaze by junta
soldiers, Aug. 18, 2022. Yay Lal Kyun News via
Facebook

Myanmar junta forces and members of an

affiliated militia group torched most of the
homes in a village in the central Magway region, another display of the regime’s reliance
on arson in its fight to hold onto power 18 months after removing the democratically
elected government in a coup.

Area residents on Thursday reported the arson to RFA Burmese, a day after Noeleen
Heyzer, the U.N.’s special envoy for Myanmnar, called for an immediate end to violence
in the Southeast Asian country and asked to see ousted leader Aung San Suu Kyi in a
meeting with the junta leaders.

Soldiers along with members of the Pyu Saw Htee militias supporting the regime began
setting fire to more than 400 of the 500 houses in Ngatayaw village in Magway’s Yesagyo
township on Wednesday morning, forcing more than 4,000 residents to flee, locals told
RFA.
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Some of the remaining houses were set ablaze on Thursday morning, said an Ngatayaw
village resident who did not want to be named for safety reasons.

“The fires went out last night because it rained heavily at about 10 p.m.,” he said. “They
started the fires again today at 8 a.m. until now. We can see the smoke billowing all the
way up from here.”

Villagers watched from a distance as their town burned while soldiers randomly fired
their weapons, he said.

Other residents said they fled to safety when Myanmar troops entered the community on
Wednesday, adding that soldiers previously had raided their village four times, including
on Aug. 10 when they set fire to 14 motorcycles.

“This is the fifth time we’ve had to run,” said one woman. “There is so much trouble that
it’s terrible. They set fire to several houses the last time they came here. Now, the whole
village is almost gone. | had to run with some stuff and the cows. | only have the clothes
on my back.”

'House has gone to ashes'

Elderly, sick and disabled residents who could not run away remained in Ngatayaw on
Wednesday amid the wreckage, villagers said.

Up to 200 or 300 baskets of rice that had been stored in some of the burned homes are
now gone, they added.

Another woman from the village said she was lucky to get a lift out of the community on
a motorcycle when soldiers began raiding homes.

“In the past, we had gotten through very, very hard times, but now our whole house has
gone to ashes,” she said. “I'm 63 years old now, and | have never seen anything like
this.”

The military has not yet issued any information about the burning of Ngatayaw village.
Junta spokesman Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun previously told RFA that army columns did not
enter villages or commit arson. He blamed the arson on the anti-junta People’s Defense
Forces.

A member of the Yesagyo township’s People’s Defense Forces, a militia group fighting the
regime, told RFA that an army column entered the Ngatayaw after a 15-minute clash with
the local defense groups near the village around 9 a.m. Wednesday.

“There was a small clash between them and some local groups yesterday just before they
entered the village,” he said. “There were Pyu Saw Htee members from their area along
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with them. They have been deployed in Minywa village for the past 12 days, and later
about half of them launched the attack.”

The 150-member army column has been in the Yay Lei Kyun area, comprising more than
40 villages, since July 26, locals said.

At least 5,000 local residents have been forced to flee their homes because military
troops have been active in several villages in the area, including Ngatayaw, Hlay Khoke,
Minywa, Pauktaw, Nan U, Nay Yin, since last week, they said.

Junta soldiers burned the village of Hlay Khoke three times in the past few days,
destroying more than 200 of the community’s 400 houses, they said.

The army has torched thousands of civilian homes in Magway and Sagaing region in
northwestern Myanmar, where it has faced fierce opposition from local PDFs.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane for RFA Burmese. Written in English by Roseanne
Gerin.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/torched-village-08182022160047.html

Warazup PMF Forces Out Sanpya Villagers

18th August 2022

Min Zin Thant PMF

The Warazup People’s Militia Force (PMF) forced some
residents living near their camp in Sanpya village to
relocate by 18 August after the group, which is allied with
the regime, was attacked by the Kachin Independence
Army (KIA) a few days earlier.

PMF leader Min Zin Thant told the elderly villagers at a
meeting that Lamung Tang Gun, whose house is about 300

metres from their camp, should move out of his house within 5 days, according to a Sanpya
man who requested anonymity. ”I heard that the Sanpya PMF (as they’re locally called) has
also asked other villagers living near their camp to vacate their house, but | can not say how
many people have to leave.”

Over 500 families live in the village.

The armed group has reportedly sent eviction notices to all homeowners near them and
instructed farmers not to sleep in their paddy fields at night, which are also near the camp
in Hpakant Township, Kachin State.
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Lamung Tang Gun told the KNG that they’re unable to move the house he’s lived in for ten
years in the time allotted. “I'm afraid of all the armed organisations, so we decided to leave.
But at the moment | cannot move my house.”

"They cannot fire their heavy weapons when villagers are near the camp,” said another
anonymous source from Jahtuzup, assuming they want to remove residents to defend their
camp from future KIA raids.

KIA troops attacked the Sanpya PMF military camp on 11 August but failed to capture it.
The PMF camp was established in 2019.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/08/18/warazup-pmf-forces-out-sanpya-villagers/

Hundreds of junta troops close in on Karenni State’s Demoso

The military may be attempting to gain ‘complete control’ over the township, members of
resistance forces say

Esther J | Published on Aug 18, 2022

A military exercise in the Ayeyarwady region in
2018 (EPA)

The junta has sent an estimated 500 soldiers
towards Demoso Township in recent weeks from
military bases in southern Shan State and the
Karenni (Kayah) State capital of Loikaw, members

of local resistance groups said.

Some 300 soldiers from Moebye, located 15 miles northwest of Demoso on the Shan-
Karenni border, and 200 from Loikaw—some 10 miles north—began arriving in the
township in early August, according to the Karenni Nationalities Defence Force (KNDF) and
the township’s People’s Defence Force (PDF) chapter.

The column from Moebye set up stations in villages north of Demoso town, along the road
which connects the two locations. At the time of reporting, junta posts had been seen in the
communities of Nan Mei Khon, Thae Tsu Le, Pu Fa and Kone Thar, the KNDF’s spokesperson
said.

He added that the reinforcement troops from Loikaw had been carrying out operations in
Daw Poe Si and Sanpya 6 Mile villages in northeastern Demoso.

“They have launched assaults in the area in the past but this time they have more forces,”
he told Myanmar Now.
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Tanks and missiles were reportedly deployed to some of the junta bases in both Loikaw and
Demoso.

J Map of Demoso Township and the

SOUTHERN SHAN STATE ( i
. surrounding area

!

r' o ol karennt sTaTe  Soldiers based eight miles southwest of
yr the township in Hpruso have also
/ e occupied the village of Soe Hlyar Ku,
& oiioes which is located on the road to Demoso.

DEMOSO TOWNSHIP
A recent KNDF statement detailed how
clashes broke out with the junta forces
around So Hlyar Ku between August 9 and
13.

KARENNI STATE
“We are assuming that they’re trying to

S seize full control of the area by
collaboratively sending reinforcements and supplies between their bases in different

townships so that they can launch massive assaults,” the group’s spokesperson said.

The military’s Light Infantry Battalion 427 is already based in Demoso’s administrative
centre.

Junta troops had also built large bunkers in several locations throughout the township,
including at the central police station, a spokesperson for the Demoso PDF told Myanmar
Now.

“It appears that they want complete control over the whole of Demoso Township,” a
spokesperson for the Demoso PDF said. “We can see that they have done a lot in
preparation for this.”

He added that even as the military has escalated its presence in the region, resistance forces
continue to be reliant on guerrilla warfare tactics to ambush the junta forces.

Since the February 2021 coup, there have been a total of 420 clashes in Karenni State
between the Myanmar army and resistance groups, according to a Wednesday statement
by the Progresive Karenni People’s Force.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/hundreds-of-junta-troops-close-in-on-karenni-

states-demoso
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Junta orders formation of militia in southern Rakhine State

Leaked meeting records indicate that the military is directing ward and village
administrators to form ‘public security forces’ in Kyaukphyu

Thein San | Published on Aug 18, 2022

Gwa Township, Rakhine State (Myanmar Now)

The military council has given orders to form so-
called “public security forces” in the southern
Rakhine State township of Kyaukphyu, according to
leaked documents seen by Myanmar Now.

The records detailed a Monday meeting of local

administrators in which a township-level official,
Myo Min Tun, issued the directive in question instructing every village or ward to form a
seven-member security team, with at least 12 members in the township-level group.

“They didn’t give us a deadline but it appears that we have to get it formed this week,” one
of the ward administrators present at the meeting told Myanmar Now on Wednesday.

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing, his vice chair Soe Win and several chief ministers met on
August 10 and reportedly discussed “matters regarding the procedures for forming public
security forces” to “achieve peace and rule of law in every state and region,” according to an
official statement.

Since March, the military has been forming militias coined as public security forces across
the country. The groups are typically made up of retired members of the military and police,
staff from fire departments and members of the Myanmar Red Cross and the Young Men’s
Buddhist Association, a known nationalist group.

In a press conference in late April, the junta confirmed that plans were underway for the
establishment of a public “security system” that would support its armed forces; the elected
National Unity Government (NUG) responded at the time with a warning to the public not to
take part in the military’s operation.

Yet activities appear to be underway, with weapons and uniforms provided by the military
to administrators and army supporters in a July 30 ceremony in Maha Aungmyay Township
in Mandalay to mark the formation of one such force. Sixty-five members were present, five
of whom were armed with a total of 10 guns and 70 bullets, according to online posts
published on pro-junta Facebook pages.

A similar ceremony was reportedly held in a ward administration office in Mandalay’s
Aungmyay Thazan Township on August 3.
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Efforts to form a junta-backed militia are also underway in Hpakant, Kachin State, locals
have said. The township includes territory controlled by the Kachin Independence Army,
which continues to battle the junta’s forces.

Locals have dubbed existing pro-military civilian militias as Pyu Saw Htee groups, the
members of whom have been seen accompanying Myanmar army soldiers on raids
particularly in northwestern and central Myanmar.

While Kyaukphyu in Rakhine State is not a stronghold of the Arakan Army—which has been
engaged in ongoing battles with the Myanmar army in northern Rakhine State—the military
council arrested several people in the township last year, accusing them of providing
funding to the AA and the NUG’s People’s Defence Force.

The military has declared both as “terrorist” organisations at different times.

During a press conference earlier this month, AA spokesperson Khaing Thukha accused the
military of deliberately attempting to disturb stability and incite conflict in the state, where
the AA has also set up its own administrative mechanisms.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-orders-formation-of-militia-in-southern-

rakhine-state

‘I want this nightmare to end’: Climate of fear haunts Rakhine
AUGUST 18, 2022 | By FRONTIER

Arakan Army soldiers train in Laiza, Kachin State in
2019. (Frontier)

Civilians and community workers in Rakhine State are
living in dread as the Arakan Army and military junta
trade arrests, and the threat of war looms large.

. In 2015, 42-year-old community welfare activist Ko
Zaw W|n began helplng people dlsplaced by conflict between the Arakan Army and the
military in Rakhine State’s Kyauktaw Township. Today, an informal ceasefire the AA and
military reached in November 2020 appears to be falling apart, and Zaw Win sits in prison.

“During those years he was active in helping internally displaced people and he also posted
on social media about the fighting in Kyauktaw,” said Ko Kyaw Thu#*, a friend of Zaw Win,
who is known fondly by his neighbours as Ludu Zaw Win. “Ludu” is an honourific that means
“the people” in Burmese and was bestowed on Zaw Win for his community work.
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On June 20, the AA three policemen in Kyauktaw, as long-simmering tensions
between the ethnic armed group and the military bubbled to the surface. The military
responded in force the following day, conducting inspections and searches in the town and
making arrests of its own. Among those detained was Zaw Win.

“That day, the whole town panicked; even schools were closed. People were so scared,”
recalled Kyaw Thu.

“Ko Zaw Win called me that day. He told me that the army had entered the city and people
were being searched on the street,” Kyaw Thu said, adding that Zaw Win posted about the
situation on Facebook before being arrested by the military.

“We were eating when they arrived, about 40 of them. They asked if it was Ko Zaw Win’s
house,” recalled his wife, Ma Khine Hla Zan. “Then they handcuffed my husband and took
him away. | asked why he had been arrested but they did not respond.”

Zaw Win was one of eight people arrested in Kyauktaw town that day. For two long weeks,
his family received no information on his whereabouts. Eventually, he resurfaced at the
Kyauktaw police station where he was charged with incitement under section 505A of the
Penal Code, which carries a maximum penalty of three years’ imprisonment.

“My husband does charity work. He is not related to any armed organisation. He is
innocent,” Khine Hla Zan said. “l don’t understand why he was arrested. Now he’s in prison
and his health is not good.”

Rakhine State has largely been spared from the violence that has engulfed many other parts
of Myanmar since the military seized power in a coup d’état in February 2021. With the new
junta focused on quelling unrest to its power grab, the AA took the opportunity to regroup
and consolidate administrative control over territory it gained during the previous years of
fighting.

But its efforts to roll out a state-like governance system have seemingly put it on a collision
course with the military. In recent months, Rakhine State has seen a surge in tit-for-tat

abductions and arrests as political tensions strain the informal ceasefire that ended a brutal
two-year war. More recently, isolated battles have broken out, and the threat of a return to
full-scale fighting looms ominously over a population still recovering from years of violence.

The Arakan Human Rights Defenders and Promoters Association says that between May and
July, junta forces arrested more than 100 civilians in Rakhine State.

“More than 20 are still under arrest,” said U Myat Tun, director of the AHRDPA, based in the
state capital, Sittwe. He said others have escaped from custody or been released.

Those arrested include ward and village tract administrators, shopkeepers, trishaw drivers,
IDPs and people who assist them, such as Zaw Win, and members of civil society groups.
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“Even children have been arrested, which is a flagrant violation of human rights by the
military,” Myat Tun said, alleging that some detainees have been tortured.

The recent wave of arrests can be traced back to May 26, when soldiers from the Light
Infantry Battalion 34 detained a 41-year-old trishaw driver and a 56-year-old woman in
Kyaukphyu town for allegedly collecting funds for the AA.

“That was the beginning of this manhunt between the AA and the military. After arresting
those two, it spread to other townships,” said Myat Tun.

The AA made its first arrests in June, detaining a sergeant and private from the military in
Kyauktaw Township. By the end of that month, the AA had arrested 14 people, including
soldiers, police and other junta officials, with abductions continuing into July and August.

Children pictured inside a camp for internally
displaced people (IDPs) in Mrauk-U in 2021. (AFP)

Rising tensions

Although the conflict has its roots in centuries-old
grievances, the AA is barely a decade old, having

i formed in 2009 at the Laiza headquarters of the
Kachin Independenc Army. The first reported clashes between the AA and the military
occurred in Kyauktaw Township and neighbouring Paletwa Township in Chin State in April
2015. In December of that year, the AA and the military fought for several days on the
border between Kyauktaw and Mrauk-U townships, the former capital of the Arakan
Kingdom which was seized by Bamar forces during the Konbaung Dynasty in 1784.

Over the next five years, the AA was able to gain a firm foothold in many townships in
northern Rakhine. The conflict peaked from 2018-2020, with some analysts describing it as
Myanmar’s fiercest civil war in decades. When the fighting ended, much of the countryside
was effectively under AA control.

“In these northern townships, the army can only be stationed in urban areas. Areas outside
of the towns are controlled by the AA to some extent,” U Kyaw Khaing, a member of a civil
society group in Sittwe, told Frontier.

“Since the ceasefire, the AA has been able to establish an administrative structure in the
areas it dominates and it has also opened courts and begun collecting taxes,” he added.

Tensions escalated when the AA snubbed the junta’s invitation to peace talks, issued in
April, and met instead with the National Unity Government, a cabinet appointed by
lawmakers elected in the 2020 polls in defiance of the coup. Many anti-coup armed groups
and ethnic armed groups have been cooperating with the NUG in an attempt to overthrow
the military regime.
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“After the AA declined the military’s invitation to attend peace talks, junta forces began
trying to disrupt the AA administrative apparatus,” Kyaw Khaing said.

In May, the military sent reinforcements into northern Rakhine and deployed patrol boats
on the Kaladan River, which flows through Kyauktaw and Paletwa townships. On May 6, AA
commander-in-chief General Twan Mrat Naing a warning to Brigadier-General Htin
Latt Oo, head of the Tatmadaw’s Western Command, based in Rakhine’s Ann town.

Calling him out by name, Twan Mrat Naing accused Htin Latt Oo of undermining peace and
warned him not to go “too far” or he would be crushed. Ten days later, Twan Mrat Naing
met virtually with the NUG’s foreign minister, Daw Zin Mar Aung, marking the first public
dialogue between the two organisations.

AA spokesperson U Khaing Thu Kha told a news conference the next month that while the
AA is not fully cooperating with the NUG, they are on friendly terms, and the AA will not
participate in peace talks with the military.

“The tensions rose sharply at this time,” Kyaw Khaing said, claiming the junta started
hunting anybody accused of working for the AA in support roles, such as collecting funds or
distributing food and other supplies.

Torture and fugitives

Ordinary civilians, civil society workers and local government officials are all being caught in
the dragnet. Those detained often face harsh treatment at the hands of the military.

Trishaw driver Ko Kyaw Win Hlaing was detained on June 22 in Mrauk-U, after AA troops
abducted three military officers in the township.

“He left home at about 7am and was arrested near the office of the funeral society,” said a
relative, who asked not to be identified.

After his arrest, Kyaw Win Hlaing was taken to a military interrogation centre, where he was
allegedly tortured.

“His kidney was damaged and there were cuts on his hands and legs. He ended up at Yangon
General Hospital because Sittwe General Hospital was unable to treat his injuries,” the
relative said. “Kyaw Win Hlaing was a trishaw driver making an honest living. The military is
very cruel. There was no need to torture him so much.”

Since community activist Zaw Win was arrested in June, many involved with civil society
groups have been living in a constant state of dread.

“About 70 percent of CSOs have stopped working, especially those whose groups helped
IDPs,” said Ko Min Min, who had worked alongside Zaw Win. He and many others have since
fled the towns and major villages, taking shelter in the remote countryside.
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CSOs providing emergency support to IDPs are particularly vulnerable, because they need to
work with the AA to help people in rural areas but must cooperate with the junta to some
degree to help people in urban areas.

While the junta lifted the AA’s terrorism designation after the coup, it remains an unlawful
association, meaning any contact with the organisation can result in a 2-3 year prison term.

“In the urban areas we have to deal with the military,” said Ko Myat Kyaw*, from a charity
group in Ponnagyun Township. “Now, no one can guarantee our security. The only way is to
flee from the city for a while. It’s because we deal with the AA.”

Village tract and ward administrators also frequently interact with both sides. Rather than
seeking to eradicate the junta’s administration in Rakhine, the AA has often tried to co-

opt it. But with conflict returning to Rakhine, the officials in the middle find themselves in an
increasingly precarious position.

In July, AA fighters ambushed a convoy of the regime’s Border Guard Police, claiming to
have killed at least 20 enemy combatants while taking 14 prisoners in Maungdaw Township.
The military retaliated by arresting a village tract administrator and two residents in nearby
Kyein Chaung village on July 20.

“After that happened, other village tract administrators were scared and fled their
communities,” said a village-tract administrator from Maungdaw town, who asked not to be
named.

And the fighting shows no signs of slowing down —in August, the AA claimed to have killed
37 soldiers in one day, with the heaviest fighting occurring in Rathedaung Township.

S ALTEE AL

N Chin people rally in Yangon in 2019 to protest
| the war in Rakhine and southern Chin states.
(AFP)

Spreading fear

The military’s endgame appears to be to make
the general population too afraid to support
| the AA, which enjoys widespread public

backing.

“The military believes that the AA was able to implement its administration because of
public support, and that if it arrests members of the public, they will be afraid to support the
AA,” said Kyaw Khaing from the CSO in Sittwe

Zaw Win’s colleague Min Min agreed, but said this approach will most likely backfire.
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“Their thinking is that if you create fear, people will stop supporting the AA,” he said. “In the
past, if the AA went to villages, the military would sometimes arrest villagers and beat them.
But then the people started to hate the military more.”

A resident of Rathedaung Township said the current atmosphere of intimidation extends all
the way to checking civilians’ phones.

“In the past, there was only one checkpoint at the entrance and exit of Rathedaung town.
Now there are four,” said Ko Aung Tun Win*. “They check all the bags, they check phones. If
they find any posts about the AA on Facebook, or any incriminating photos, they arrest
those people.”

In addition to only creating more anger, these heavy-handed tactics also put the most
vulnerable at risk.

U Kyaw Hein was displaced by fighting in 2019, taking refuge at the Kawi Yadanar IDP camp
in Kyauktaw.

“The food situation in the camp is tight, so my husband worked as an assistant to healthcare
workers and as a motorcycle carrier to earn money,” said Kyaw Hein’s wife, Daw Aye Than,
with whom he has three children.

On July 19, Kyaw Hein left the camp to seek medical treatment in Kyauktaw town. She has
not heard from him since.

“| called and called on the phone, but he didn’t come back that night. Then | found out that
he had been arrested by the military,” sobbed Aye Than.

“They are arresting people for no good reason,” said an angry Myat Tun, director of the
AHRDPA. “In this situation, IDPs and civilians are harmed the most.”

Myat Tun predicted more people will be arrested as tensions continue to rise. “It is very sad
for our people,” he said.

Meanwhile, Aye Than lives in a state of constant anxiety.

“My husband is a refugee and a healthcare worker,” she said. “I have not been able to get
any information about him for more than 30 days. | am worried sick. | want him to be
released as soon as possible. | want this nightmare to end.”

* denotes the use of a pseudonym upon request for safety reasons

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/i-want-this-nightmare-to-end-climate-of-fear-

haunts-rakhine/
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Young People Clamour to Leave Myanmar in Giant Brain Drain
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 August 2022

Faced with rising unemployment, restrictions on human liberties and numerous other
uncertainties, many young people are leaving Myanmar in an unprecedented brain drain.

“Our futures seem uncertain and we feel completely hopeless,” said a young person,
speaking for many.

Ko Aung Pyae from Yangon is moving to Japan. Rising costs, as the kyat’s value tumbles, are
taking a heavy toll on young people. Japan, South Korea, Dubai, Malaysia and Thailand are
popular destinations as people hope to send money back to their families.

“l' used to earn around a million kyats a month but my income has declined. As life is
becoming more difficult, | have no other choice but to leave the country,” Ko Aung Pyae
said.

Young Yangon residents crowded the streets before dawn on August 5 to apply for the
Japanese Language Proficiency Test to study at Japanese universities or find work.

The tests have five levels, N5 to N1. Those wishing to find skilled work must pass N3 while
N5 opens the door to a training visa application, which costs around 7 million kyats
(USS280) and allows applicants to care for Japan’s elderly population.

Applicants for the Japanese language proficiency test. / CJ

Dubai and South Korea are often preferred over Japan
because of the lower costs.

“Life is hard in Myanmar even with a job. | want to work
abroad and earn more money,” Ko Zwe Mann, 25, told
The Irrawaddy.

He initially planned to work in Japan but realized the
language exam would take another year so he is now
hoping to work in a Dubai hotel.

Privileged, well-educated young men like Ko Aung Pyae

and U Zwe Mann can opt for Dubai, Japan or South Korea
but many others look to Thailand and Malaysia, which cost less in agents fees and require
few qualifications.

Meanwhile, engineers often opt for Singapore.

Skilled employment opportunities are collapsing in Myanmar, the International Labor
Organization reported on August 1.
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It estimated that 1.1 million people have lost their jobs since 2020 and it said working
conditions are increasingly insecure with severe incursions on labor rights.

U Peter Nyunt Maung, vice-chairman of the Myanmar Overseas Employment Agencies
Federation, told The Irrawaddy: “More people are thinking about working overseas due to
job scarcity. Incomes are falling.”

Now the coronavirus pandemic is under control, more citizens will be leaving to find work in
neighboring countries, he said.

Between the February 2021 coup and December last year, between 60,000 and 80,000
migrants were detained by the Thai authorities for illegally crossing the border. Some
12,000 more were detained between January and April, according to the Thai border police.

Migrant rights organizations in Thailand estimate that more than 100,000 migrants from
Myanmar have illegally crossed the Thai border.

g %M 1 —m Migrants at Yangon International Airport. / CJ

Long queues form each day to apply for passports at
Yangon’s passport office in Yankin. Many apply online with
waits reaching at least three months.

South Korea is planning to employ more foreign workers
and has increased the basic pay from around 9,000 won
(56.80) to 10,000 won per hour in its bid to revive the
Covid-hit economy.

South Korea said it will employ more than 9,000 migrants from Myanmar in construction,
manufacturing and agriculture after the EPS Korean Language Proficiency Test is held this
month. Annually, the EPS test attracts more than 3,000 applicants.

But migrants can face labor rights violations and tough work while they adjust to different
cultures and unfamiliar food.

“Though we get high pay, migrants often face workplace bullying. | have tolerated all those
things, telling myself that | can’t return,” said Ma Myat Hsu, who works at a hotel in Dubai.
She previously worked with preschoolers in Myanmar.

She said she feels inferior whenever problems arise at work but knows that people’s
problems are worse in Myanmar.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/young-people-clamour-to-leave-myanmar-in-

giant-brain-drain.html
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Tatmadaw regards KIA as a rebel: SAC

PUBLISHED 18 AUGUST 2022

NAYPYITAW------ Military [Tatmadaw] has regarded
Kachin Independence Army(KIA) which supports the
terrorist organizations as a rebel, says Maj-Gen Zaw
Min Tun, spokesperson of State Administration
Council (SAC).

The information came from 19th Press Conference of
the SAC held at the Ministry of Information in Nay Pyi

Taw, yesterday.

“The seizure of weapons and the detainees in Sagaing region were mainly supported by the
KIA. The KIA expands their territory from Kachin State to Sagaing Region aiming to create
the fighting between KIA and Tatmadaw. The Tatmadaw had told the KIA Tatmadaw would
implement a ceasefire until 2022. We have intention of implementing to the peace
dialogues. But, we would like to say to the public that Tatmadaw regarded the KIA as a rebel
because KIA had supported the terrorist organizations,” said Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun.

The media questioned on the shutdown of police outposts, schools and rural clinics due to
the KIA and PDF.

The spokesperson of the Ministry of Home Affairs replied the queries raised by the media
that the police stations and police outposts which had been weakened were attacked by so-
called PDF terrorists in some places of Sagaing Region. So, the Ministry of Home Affairs
temporarily withdrew the police outposts which situated in the far-flung areas and then the
remaining of police stations and outposts weren’t withdrawn.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/tatmadaw-regards-kia-as-a-rebel-sac

Myanmar Junta Restricts Mobile Money Payments to cut Resistance Funding
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 August 2022

Myanmar’s military regime has ordered mobile money service providers to keep a complete
record of users who either transfer or receive mobile payments, in a bid to cut off funding to
the country’s resistance movement.

On Monday, the junta issued a directive telling banks and other financial institutions that
provide mobile money services to keep the personal information of those who transfer or
receive money through their mobile wallet apps.
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Under the regime’s order, new users wishing to open a mobile wallet app account are
required to submit photos of their citizenship ID card, phone number and a photo of their
face.

Observers believe that the new restrictions on mobile money services have been introduced
because Myanmar people at home and overseas are using mobile wallet apps to transfer
money to resistance forces to fund the fight against the junta.

In Myanmar, mobile wallet services are run by telecom companies as well as private banks.
Mobile wallets run by telecom companies include Telenor’s Wave Money, Ooredoo’s M-
Pitesan and MPT’s MPT Pay. Bank mobile wallet apps include KBZPay, CB Pay, AYA Pay, and
OnePay.

Wave Money, which is also linked with Yoma Bank, and KBZPay are probably the most
popular mobile money apps among Myanmar users.

The junta has also instructed service providers to upgrade their app system so that the
name of the recipient of a money transfer appears once the sender types their phone
number into the mobile money app.

Mobile money agents have also been told to install CCTV cameras at their shops to record
who is transferring or withdrawing money.

Since last year, the regime has frozen the bank accounts and mobile money wallets of
people who give financial support to the anti-coup resistance.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-restricts-mobile-money-

payments-to-cut-resistance-funding.html

Myanmar Junta Signals Contempt for UN With Low-Grade Reception for Envoy

By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 August 2022

A collage of images showing Min Aung
Hlaing receiving international guests. Top
left: Min Aung Hlaing meets with Bill
Richardson in the Credentials Hall in
November 2021. Top right: Min Aung Hlaing
receives ASEAN special envoy Prak Sokhonn
in the Credentials Hall in March

, : . 2022. Bottom left: Min Aung Hlaing receives
ASEAN special envoy Prak Sokhonn in the Credentials Hall in June 2022. Bottom right: Min
Aung Hlaing receives UN special envoy Noeleen Heyzer in the parlor of his office on Aug. 17,
2022.
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When the UN Secretary General’s special envoy on Myanmar Noeleen Heyzer met Myanmar
junta leader Min Aung Hlaing on Wednesday, the world’s attention was focused on what
they discussed and the substance of the meeting. Largely overlooked were other details—
like how and where she was received—reflecting the host’s attitude toward his guest.

Sadly, in this respect, contrary to other international dignitaries who preceded her, Heyzer
received a low-key reception from the junta despite her status as the UN special envoy
making her first visit to Myanmar since the military coup last year.

The meeting took place at the junta leader’s office in Naypyitaw at 2 p.m. on Wednesday.
According to the regime’s announcement, the meeting venue turned out to be the parlor of
the State Administration Council (SAC) Chairman’s Office, not the Credentials Hall, where
Min Aung Hlaing normally receives international guests.

Min Aung Hlaing receives UN special envoy
Noeleen Heyzer in the parlor of his office on Aug
17, 2022. / Cincds

In June, when the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN)’s special envoy on Myanmar was
in the country for the second time, Min Aung

Hlaing welcomed Prak Sokhonn at the Credentials
Hall, which is dominated by a huge gilded throne—a symbol of Myanmar’s sovereignty—
inside the Presidential Residence.

The same month last year, the junta chief received ASEAN Secretary-General Lim Jock Hoi
and Erywan Yusof, Brunei’s foreign affairs minister, there.

It was the same hall where Min Aung Hlaing received Prak Sokhonn as the ASEAN envoy in
March.

Since 2011, the Credentials Hall of the Presidential Residence, which has been occupied by
Min Aung Hlaing since the takeover, has been used by successive Myanmar presidents to
welcome international diplomats.

Early this month when Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov was in Naypyitaw, he was
ushered into the hall to see his host Min Aung Hlaing.

Min Aung Hlaing receives ASEAN special envoy Prak
Sokhonn in the Credentials Hall in March 2022. /
Cincds

The same treatment was even granted to an ex-
diplomat: Bill Richardson, the former New Mexico

governor, was greeted there when he was in
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Naypyitaw in November last year.
So, why didn’t UN special envoy Heyzer get the same reception?

There is a long history of feuding between the UN and Myanmar’s successive military
dictators. The current regime leaders are taking their grudges out on Heyzer, as the world
body’s special envoy to their country.

The Singaporean diplomat arrived in Yangon on Tuesday on her inaugural mission to
Myanmar since succeededing Christine Schraner Burgener of Switzerland as the UN special
envoy in October last year.

Heyzer was however received by Min Aung Hlaing in the parlor of the latter’s office. It was
the same venue in which he received Hiromichi Watanabe, a member of Japan’s lower
house of representatives for the ruling Liberal Democratic Party, on Monday. It is speculated
that the lawmaker sought the release of a Japanese filmmaker who was arrested on July 30
at a protest in Yangon.

Prior to receiving permission to travel to Myanmar, Heyzer came under fire for controversial
remarks deemed to be supportive of the regime. At her meeting with the junta leader, she
wore a green skirt; an eyesore to some people, who wondered if she was trying to appease
Min Aung Hlaing. The color green is associated with the Myanmar military.

Sadly for Heyzer, Min Aung Hlaing was only too eager to give the UN a slap in the face. The
junta media devoted only one line to the meeting in their reports, saying that the two sides
discussed “promoting trust”, meaning no breakthrough came out of the meeting.

At the same time, the junta used Heyzer to create the impression that it has legitimacy to
govern Myanmar.

Shortly before the meeting, the regime spokesperson said the UN special envoy was due to
have an official meeting with the “current Myanmar government,” implying that they are
the rightful government of Myanmar and that’s why the envoy came to see them. Butin a
statement released late Wednesday, the envoy said: “UN engagement does not in any way

confer legitimacy.”

Min Aung Hlaing meets with Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov in the Credentials Hall on Aug. 3, 2022. /
Russian MFA

Furthermore, the regime harbors grudges against
Myanmar Ambassador to the UN U Kyaw Moe Tun, who

was appointed by the ousted National League for
Democracy government and has utilized his UN
platform to humiliate the junta on the international stage.
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The regime is angry that the UN has decided to continue recognizing U Kyaw Moe Tun, while
refusing to accept the junta’s representative. In retaliation, the regime closed Schraner
Burgener’s office in Myanmar.

And it took nearly one year for Heyzer to meet the generals—receiving lowly treatment
when she did.

Under the previous military regime led by Than Shwe, Myanmar was known as a “diplomatic
graveyard”, chiefly for the UN’s repeated failed missions to the country. To Myanmar’s
generals, UN representatives are nothing more than diplomatic pawns in a game to deceive
the international community.

Heyzer now joins her predecessors in the diplomatic graveyard in Naypyitaw.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-signals-contempt-for-un-with-

low-grade-reception-for-envoy.html

Ministries and experts cooperate to create a new social media platform to replace
Facebook: SAC

PUBLISHED 18 AUGUST 2022 | EMG

Ministries and experts are cooperating to develop a
new social media platform to replace Facebook,
said Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun, spokesperson of the
State Administration Council (SAC).

Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun answered the question
about Facebook at the press conference of the
State Administration Council held at the Ministry of

Information on August 17.

"What | want to say is that this is very dangerous. We are also working to limit this. When
we are working to limit it, we are working in two ways. Number one method is that when it
is limited, as we all know, there is a way to bypass it like using VPN software. However, we
are doing to prevent it, and the relevant ministries are also working to prevent it from
happening. However, we have not achieved full success. We have one more responsibility to
do. A person who has already used this cannot be stopped from using it. We have to look at
the desire of his mind. We also have to look at this on the public. We are also developing a
new social media platform to replace it. Two or three ministries are cooperating with
experts to create it. We will continue to do this," Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun said.

In addition, he said, restrictions on companies from Myanmar and companies related to
Myanmar that are advertising on Facebook will continue.
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“Another thing is the restrictions. The limitations are the income earned from Facebook
which are so much in Myanmar because of advertisements. We must continue to restrict
those who are advertising and receiving, Myanmar companies and the companies related to
Myanmar," he said.

Facebook has a lot of influence on national identity, culture and politics in Myanmar and the
things that are causing political unrest are happening on Facebook, said Maj-Gen Zaw Min
Tun.

"Usually, things that cause political unrest and most of the inciting violence at the moment
are on Facebook. The people and organization which is responsible for Facebook gave many
reasons for it," Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun said.

https://eleven mvanmar.com/news/ministries—and—experts—cooperate—to—create—a—new—

social-media-platform-to-replace-facebook-sac

SAC tries to correct the shortcomings of the government and the central bank to make
policy relaxations: its spokesperson

PUBLISHED 18 AUGUST 2022 | EMG

The government and the central bank are working
to correct the shortcomings and will make policy
relaxations when the time comes, said Maj-Gen
Zaw Min Tun, spokesperson for the State
Administration Council (SAC).

At the 19th press conference of the State
Administration Council held in Nay Pyi Taw on

August 17, The Daily Eleven newspaper asked,
"After the central bank set the exchange rate at 1,850 kyats per dollar, how many dollars
were exchanged from which accounts?" "Dollars earned in this way are used by those who
really need dollars for business and how can we make it easier to buy dollars from outside?"
"How does the government plan to make sure that the dollars that are kept at the fixed
price and cut off the price reach the entrepreneurs who really need it?" "How do you plan
to stabilize the exchange rate with the price of 2100 kyat per dollar and the dollar price in
black market?", "How can the SAC alleviate the current crises and losses? And "What
methods are there to solve the problem while cooperating with the central bank?", replied
Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun to the questions mentioned in above.

Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun said, "l am not saying that our government and our central bank have
no fault. Nobody is perfect. So there are defects. We are working to fix it. As | just said,
there are also domestic and foreign issues. As we said, the main thing is that we have not
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much impress on locally products and only encouraged imports from abroad, so our
demand for foreign currency has also increased. The trade deficit is also getting bigger. We
also have a large deficit. It got bigger and took on more debt. From this, this is what
happened. As for us, as the national government, we are doing our best to do this," he said.

He said that the government and the central bank set policies based on course of action.

"The number one thing is that these policies are established as it must be established. Some
may hurt. That's the policy. The number two thing | want to say is that the things we have to
do are included in what we just said. The exchange rate is 1,850 kyats per dollar because of
that. There are reasons why it happened. Why did it happen? There are reasons within
Myanmar and overseas," Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun said.

In addition, the central bank is implementing a monetary policy that will support economic
growth. There may be some impacts in some sectors during the regulation process, and
when a certain period of time is reached, there will be relaxations according to the policy,
he said.

"As for the central bank, we are implementing a monetary policy that will support economic
growth. Regarding this, we will regulate. In terms of regulation, some things will be affected
in some sectors. There may be effects. However, if it reaches a certain time, there will be
relaxations. | would like to say that if a certain period of time is reached, there will be
relaxations according to the policy," Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun said.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-tries-to-correct-the-shortcomings-of-the-

government-and-the-central-bank-to-make-policy

SAC chairman meets with the UN Special Envoy

PUBLISHED 18 AUGUST 2022

NAYPYITAW------ Chairman of State Administration
Council (SAC) Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing yesterday met with Ms Noeleen Heyzer, Special
Envoy of the United Nations Secretary-General on
Myanmar at the parlour of the SAC Chairman’s Office
in Nay Pyi Taw.

At the meeting, both sides discussed about promotion
of trust and cooperation between Myanmar and the United Nations.

On the occasion were SAC’s Joint-Secretary Lt-Gen Ye Win Oo, Union Ministers U Wunna
Maung Lwin and U Ko Ko Hlaing and officials.
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Likewise, Union Minister of Foreign Affairs U Wunna Maung Lwin received Ms Noeleen
Heyzer, Special Envoy of the United Nations Secretary-General on Myanmar at his office in
Nay Pyi Taw separately.

During the meeting, the Union Minister stressed that it is necessary for the United Nations
to constructively and pragmatically review its approach in its cooperation with Myanmar. He
also explained the information on current developments in Myanmar.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-chairman-meets-with-the-un-special-envoy

People of Myanmar have right to democracy: UN special envoy
PUBLISHED 18 AUGUST 2022 | REF: THE STRAITS TIMES

UN Special Envoy on Myanmar Noeleen Heyzer
(centre) walking with high-level officials following
her arrival at Yangon's airport, on Aug 16, 2022.
PHOTO: AFP

BANGKOK/The Straits Times - The people of
Myanmar have the right to democracy and self-

i determination free from fear, said United Nations

(UN) special envoy Noeleen Heyzer during a visit to Myanmar on Wednesday (Aug 17) as
armed conflict sparked by last year's military coup continued raging without a clear end.

But this "will only be possible by the goodwill and efforts of all stakeholders in an inclusive
process", she said in a statement released late on Wednesday after meeting senior junta
officials, including junta chief Min Aung Hlaing.

The statement said her visit "was aimed at communicating in person the pragmatic steps to
de-escalate the violence and address the multidimensional crisis".

This was Dr Heyzer's first official visit to the country since she assumed her role as the UN
Secretary-General's special envoy for Myanmar in December.

She stressed after meeting the senior general: "My visit is to convey the concern of the
United Nations and propose concrete steps needed to reduce the conflict and suffering of
the people.

"UN engagement does not in any way confer legitimacy."

Noting the junta's recent executions of pro-democracy activists, Dr Heyzer urged Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing to impose a moratorium on all future executions and release
detained children.
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She conveyed a request by the Australian government for the release of detained Australian
economist Sean Turnell, who is being tried for breaching the Official Secrets Act.

She also highlighted the need to deliver humanitarian aid through all channels and "raised
the issue of an inclusive forum for humanitarian engagement", according to the statement.

Earlier, she had a meeting with Myanmar junta foreign minister Wunna Maung Lwin, during
which he "stressed that it is necessary for the United Nations to constructively and
pragmatically review its approach in its cooperation with Myanmar", according to a press
release issued by his ministry.

UN figures show that more than 1.2 million people are currently displaced, with the majority
forced to flee their homes after the coup on Feb 1 last year. Hundreds of armed groups are
battling the military junta, which has in turn targeted civilian populations in its bid to douse
support for the resistance.

More than 12,000 political prisoners remain behind bars.

These include deposed state counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, who is now serving a 17-year
sentence in solitary confinement over corruption and other charges widely regarded as
spurious.

According to the UN statement released by Dr Heyzer's office, she made a request to meet
Ms Suu Kyi.

"I'm deeply concerned about Daw Aung San Suu Kyi's health and well-being in her current
situation, and request that she can return home soon," she said.

"I want to have an opportunity to meet with her as soon as possible, both because | care
about her personally and | believe she is a critical stakeholder for my dialogue with all
parties concerned."

Asean has barred Senior Gen Min Aung Hlaing as well as Mr Wunna Maung Lwin from its top
meetings by insisting that Myanmar send a "non-political representative".

The junta has responded by not sending any representative, leaving the seat for Myanmar
vacant.

Asean foreign ministers said in an Aug 3 joint communique that they were "deeply
disappointed by the limited progress in and lack of commitment of the Naypyitaw
authorities to the timely and complete implementation of the Five-Point Consensus".

It recommended the Asean leaders gathering at the November summit address the
situation.
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This consensus calls for the cessation of violence and constructive dialogue among all
parties, among other things.

Malaysian Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah has called for Asean to engage the National
Unity Government (NUG), Myanmar's shadow administration.

The junta, however, has labelled the NUG a terrorist group.

In a press conference on Wednesday, Deputy Minister of Information Zaw Min Tun slammed
Asean's stance on Myanmar.

"If a seat representing a country is vacant, then it should not be labelled an Asean summit,"
he said.

He repeated the junta's constant refrain that Asean was violating its principle of non-
interference in the internal affairs of member states.

"What they want is for us to meet and talk with the terrorists," he said.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/people-of-myanmar-have-right-to-democracy-un-
special-envoy

Myanmar junta says UN needs 'new approach' to solve post-coup crisis

By AFP |18 August 2022

A handout photo made available by the
Myanmar Information ministry shows The
United Nations' new special envoy for
Myanmar Noeleen Heyzer (L) talks with
Myanmar Foreign Minister Wunna Maung
Lwin (R) during their meeting at the
Naypyitaw, Myanmar, 17 August 2022.
Photo: EPA

The United Nations needs to "review its
approach" to solving Myanmar's bloody post-coup crisis, the junta's foreign minister told
the world body's special envoy during her first visit to the country on Wednesday.

Myanmar has been embroiled in turmoil since the military seized power in February last
year, prompting fierce resistance and violence across swathes of the country.

Diplomatic efforts to resolve the crisis led by the UN and the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations regional bloc have made little headway, with the generals refusing to engage with
opponents.
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In his meeting with UN envoy Noeleen Heyzer on Wednesday the junta's foreign affairs
minister called on the world body to "constructively and pragmatically review its approach
in its cooperation with Myanmar", the foreign ministry said.

Heyzer also met with junta chief Min Aung Hlaing and called for an immediate end to
violence and the release of all political prisoners, her office said in a statement.

It said she had raised a request to meet ousted civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi, who has
been detained since the military's coup and on Monday received another prison term in a
secretive junta court.

More than 2,200 people have been killed and more than 15,000 arrested in the military's
crackdown on dissent since last February, according to a local rights group.

Suu Kyi faces decades in prison if convicted on a clutch of charges in the junta court.

Hit by western sanctions and isolated on the world stage, the junta has previously accused
the UN of interfering in its internal affairs.

Last month the junta triggered renewed international condemnation when it executed Phyo
Zeya Thaw, a former lawmaker from Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy party, for
offences under anti-terrorism laws.

- Execution moratorium —

Heyzer's office said she had "directly urged" junta chief Min Aung Hlaing "to impose a
moratorium on all future executions".

It also said she had conveyed a request from Australia's government for the junta to free
detained Australian economist Sean Turnell, who is on trial accused of breaching the
country's official secrets act.

Singaporean sociologist Heyzer was appointed by UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
last year, replacing Swiss diplomat Christine Schraner Burgener.

Schraner Burgener had called for the UN to take "very strong measures" against the military
and was the target of regular broadsides in Myanmar's state-backed media.

Military leaders blocked her from visiting the country, where she had hoped to meet with
Suu Kyi.

In December, state media reported the junta had closed her Myanmar office, saying her
work in Myanmar had "concluded".

There have been no reports in state media about whether Heyzer will be allowed to open an
office in the country.
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Rights groups said they had little optimism her visit would persuade the military to end its
bloody crackdown and engage in dialogue with opponents of its coup.

"UN envoys have visited when the military told them to, stayed where the military told
them to, met who the military arranged for them to meet and then left when the military
told them to," tweeted Mark Farmaner, director of Burma Campaign UK, a London-based
rights group.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-junta-says-un-needs-new-approach-solve-post-
coup-crisis
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