PEACE Info (August 17, 2022)

Two minors among seven killed by regime forces in Sagaing’s Shwebo Township
Seven killed after Myanmar junta checkpoint stop in Sagaing
Four killed and five injured in exchange of fire on Ayeyawady Bridge (Yadanabon)
Multiple resistance leaders killed, arrested by junta in southern Shan State
Daily clashes displace over 96,000 locals in KNU’s Mutraw District
Myanmar Military, Arakan Army in Daylong Clash in Rakhine State
Military calls in air support to clash site with Arakan Army
Junta Chief Blames Resistance for Myanmar’s Chaos
Myanmar NGOs believe junta transfer of 500 political prisoners aimed to ‘cause suffering’
Myanmar Regime Claims Ousted NLD Members Applying for Political Pensions
Myanmar Junta Generals and Cronies Dominate Committee Formed to Import Russian Fuel
Myanmar Junta Criticizes ASEAN After Being Barred From its Meetings
Myanmar Junta Uses UN Envoy for What It Craves: Legitimacy
UN envoy calls for end to conflict after meeting Myanmar junta
UN Rights Chief Calls for Independent Probe of Bangladesh Disappearances
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Two minors among seven killed by regime forces in Sagaing’s Shwebo Township
The bodies of the victims, who were all related, showed evidence of torture, sources said

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Aug 17, 2022

The bodies of seven villagers killed by junta troops
in Sagaing Region’s Shwebo Township, seen on
August 15 (Supplied)

Two brothers aged 14 and 15 were among seven
people tortured and murdered by junta troops in
Sagaing Region’s Shwebo Township on Sunday,

according to local sources.

The victims, who were all related, were residents of Wun Gyi, a village of around 100
households located in Khin-U Township, near the border with Shwebo.

According to a relative, they were detained while travelling together to Thabeikkyin
Township in Mandalay Region, where they planned to look for work at a gold mine.

“This is a farming village, but a lot of people here also work at the gold mines when they’re
not farming. It’s sad to see kids being killed like that,” said the relative.

The victims were identified as Min Nyi, 14, Zaw Hein, 15, Kyaw Thu Hein, 19, Phyo Ngwe
Soe, 19, and Min Ko, Thura Tun and Nine Nine, who were between the ages of 20 and 22. All
were male.

Min Nyi and Zaw Hein were both in the seventh grade and had a one-year-old sister, said
the relative, who did not want to be named.

‘,"‘ A map showing township border

(| between Shwebo and Khin-U
SAGAING REGION

‘ A resident of Wun Gyi who also spoke
on condition of anonymity said that

J the bodies of the victims had multiple
M 3 , ) APAREEEEE T gunshot wounds and showed evidence
\/\,\\ \
of torture.
J ° \
\\ i X “The bodies were riddled with bullets
iy e = ﬂ/“‘ﬁ\// and were all badly bruised. I'm certain
& = - / o
sxaainareaion (2 I they were brutally tortured,” said the
villager, who was part of a team that

searched for the victims after they
were abducted.
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“We were afraid the military would arrive while we were retrieving the bodies, which were
scattered around the road, so we couldn’t get a close look at them. But each one had at
least three or four bullet wounds,” he added.

According to a member of a local defence force, the seven victims were taken into custody
near a high school in the town of Shwebo, but their bodies were found on Monday in Khin-U
Township.

“They were just dumped in a field near Ywar Thar. They were regular villagers who went out
to work to make ends meet,” he said, adding that the site was around 5km north of a
military recruitment and training centre.

Myanmar Now tried to contact police in Shwebo for comment, but all calls went
unanswered.

Residents of Wun Gyi confirmed that the seven boys and young men killed on Sunday were
the village’s first casualties since last year’s coup, which has met with strong resistance in
Sagaing and other parts of the country.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/two-minors-among-seven-killed-by-regime-

forces-in-sagaings-shwebo-township

Seven killed after Myanmar junta checkpoint stop in Sagaing

The group of young men had been traveling to work at a gold mine in nearby Kachin state.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.08.17

A signboard welcomes visitors to Khin-U township in
Myanmar's Sagaing region. Citizen Journalist

Seven young men from Myanmar’s war-torn
Sagaing region were found dead on Tuesday after
being taken away from a military checkpoint the

day before by junta soldiers, local residents and
family members said.

The group, who had been on their way to work in a gold mine in nearby Kachin state
when they were arrested, included four teenagers aged 14 and 15, sources said.

A resident of the victims’ Wun Gyi village in Sagaing’s Khin-U township told RFA on
Wednesday that the men’s bodies had been found near a military training camp bearing
gunshot wounds and signs of torture.
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“We found the seven bodies at Ywar Thar village just north of the camp,” RFA’s source
said, speaking on condition of anonymity for security reasons. “They must have been
killed during the night,” he added.

“The bodies had gunshot wounds and were covered in bruises. We feel very sad because
some of them were underage kids," he said.

Northwestern Myanmar's Sagaing has been a major theater of fighting between local
militias and the junta, which has used scorched-earth tactics in wide swathes of the
region in retaliation for clashes.

Last week junta chief Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing said Sagaing has seen the most clashes
of any region in the country since the military seized control of Myanmar in a Feb. 1,
2021 coup, with 4,026 reported.

The young men killed by junta soldiers were identified as Kyaw Thu Hein (19), Nai Nai
(22), Phyo Ngwe Soe (19), Min Ko (20), Min Nyi (14), Thura Tun (210, and Zaw Hein (15).

Their bodies were brought back to Wun Gyi and buried on Tuesday, RFA’s source said.

A family member of one of those killed that some of the group had been found with
tattoos on their arms indicating support for groups opposing junta rule.

“Their driver said the group was arrested just after leaving Shwebo, and when the
soldiers checked them for COVID vaccination marks they found tattoos of the Spring
Revolution and guns on their arms,” the family member said.

“There was one family that lost two sons. They were actually ordinary people,” he said.
Villagers traumatized

One Wun Gyi resident who asked not to be named for security reasons said the village
had been traumatized on learning that the seven young men were killed after leaving
their homes to find work.

“The bodies had injuries on their necks and bellies and looked terrible. It's unspeakable
that the soldiers are brutalizing ordinary citizens like this,” he said.

Calls seeking comment from the junta’s Regional Social Affairs Minister Aye Hlaing rang
unanswered on Wednesday.

Also speaking to RFA, a member of the Khin-U township People’s Defense Force, an
armed group set up to combat junta forces, said the men who were killed may have been
targeted because they came from Khin-U.

Work opportunities in the township are now scarce, he added.
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“In the current economic crisis, it is not easy to plant paddy crops. Fuel prices are
unaffordable, and other prices are on the rise. And when people go out to work in the
fields, the soldiers who raided their villages just shoot at them,” he said.

Unable to farm, many now leave their homes to work in the mines, he said. “So killing
young men like this shows the military is determined to oppress Khin-U.”

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane for RFA Burmese. Written in English by Richard
Finney.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/killed-08172022134714.html|

Four killed and five injured in exchange of fire on Ayeyawady Bridge (Yadanabon)

PUBLISHED 17 AUGUST 2022 | EMG

Two PDF members and two passengers were
killed and five passengers were injured during
the exchange of fire at the Ayeyawady Bridge
(Yadanabon) checkpoint in Tagong Ward,
Sagaing City, Sagaing Region on August 17,

' said Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun, leader of the
information team of the State Administration
Council (SAC).

Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun said at the 19th press
conference of the State Administration Council held on August 17 in Nay Pyi Taw.

Arkartha passenger bus (Express) running between Yangon and Monywa was stopped and
inspected at 8:25 AM on August 17, and three PDF members on the vehicle started shooting
with small arms causing two security personnel injured. Two PDF members were captured
dead in the attack, one was captured alive, and three pistols were seized, said Maj. Gen.
Zaw Min Tun.

In this incident, a male passenger was killed and a female passenger was hit on the right leg
and died due to shock. Five other passengers were injured, he said.

He said the authorities interrogated one PDF member captured alive and seized three new
assault rifles and ammunition hidden in the bus.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/four-killed-and-five-injured-in-exchange-of-fire-on-

ayeyawady-bridge-yadanabon
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Multiple resistance leaders killed, arrested by junta in southern Shan State

The leaders of two guerrilla groups are taken into military custody in Nyaungshwe
Township and another is killed in a shootout in Ywangan

Esther J / Mary Hnin | Published on Aug 17, 2022

The body of Ko Lin, the leader of the Kyaukse
District PDF (Supplied)

Three members of the anti-junta People’s
Defence Force (PDF) were shot dead and
others captured by the Myanmar army in
southern Shan State in recent days as the
junta intensifies its repression of resistance

activities in the region.

An impromptu check of overnight guests at the Central Yangon Monastery in Nyaungshwe
Township at 7pm on Monday led to the arrest of two resistance leaders sheltering there: 24-
year-old Kyaw Khant of the Ywangan Urban Guerrilla Force and 26-year-old Myat Min of the
Taunggyi PDF.

“One was there trying to get medical help and the other was meeting him. They were
caught while trying to escape after the military started checking people’s phones,” a local
told Myanmar Now.

The men were taken to the interrogation centre in the state capital of Taunggyi, a
spokesperson for the Ywangan PDF said. Their condition was not known at the time of
reporting.

Military propaganda channels on the app Telegram also posted news of the resistance
leaders’ capture.

A spokesperson for the Taunggyi Nway Oo Channel, a group reporting news on the anti-
coup movement in Shan State, said that young people were being targeted for arrest more
frequently in the region, and that those close to them were typically warned by the military
not to publicise their detention.

“We can’t even report news about it. The families of the victims always ask us to remove the
[detainees’] names as it can make it harder for them to negotiate with the junta,” the
individual said.

Fatal shootout
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Villages in Ywangan Township, located in the Danu Self-Administered Zone and bordering
Mandalay Region, were targeted in a recent series of raids by junta forces and their allied
Pyu Saw Htee militia.

Militia members attacked a PDF base in the township on August 10, seizing weapons and
reportedly torching six homes in the neighbouring village of Kyauk Pa Choke village.

Another column attacked the village of Telu on August 13, killing three members of the
resistance who were en route to the site to fight the military, according to PK, another
guerrilla fighter and a close friend to one of the deceased: Ko Lin, the 40-year-old leader of
Mandalay’s Kyaukse District PDF.

“They were travelling to get more weapons but they ran into the junta column that was
assaulting the region. They tried to fight them off despite the difference in firepower,” he
said.

Another member of the Kyaukse PDF, 33-year-old Chit Nyi Aung, was also among those shot
and killed in the incident, PK added. The identity of the third casualty was not known at the
time of reporting.

A fourth PDF member survived but was taken into junta custody.
A relative of Ko Lin’s said that his family only learned of his death on Monday evening.

“His family lost contact with him on August 13. He only told them that he was going to go on
an important journey. His phone was turned off after that,” the source said. “They couldn’t
believe he had died until they saw photos [of his body] on social media.”

The bodies of the three men were left behind by the military, and area locals cremated
them at a nearby cemetery, unable to return them to their families.

“The family even had to make offerings to monks secretly. It’s heart-wrenching to see such
things happening,” the relative said, referring to a covert ceremony held on Tuesday in
Mandalay in honour of the slain fighters.

Ko Lin, who had made a living selling vegetables before the February 2021 coup, is survived
by six children, including a 22-year-old son arrested for his own anti-dictatorship activities in
July. He is reportedly being held in Mandalay’s Obo Prison, where he faces a lengthy
sentence and multiple charges.

“Ko Lin would always tell me to stay alive, as the revolution wouldn’t take much longer, but
now he has died first,” his friend PK said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/multiple-resistance-leaders-killed-arrested-by-

junta-in-southern-shan-state
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Daily clashes displace over 96,000 locals in KNU’s Mutraw District

PUBLISHED 17 AUGUST 2022

There have been over 96,000 internally
displaced people in three townships of
Mutraw District, where the Karen
National Union (KNU)’s Brigade-5 is
stationed, the KNU has announced in a
statement.

’ Fighting is reported on a daily basis
between the battalions under Brigade-5 of the Karen National Liberation Army and the
government’s Border Guard Force (BGF) in the district, according to the statement.

As artillery shells fall in the villages when fighting breaks out, 96,180 local people have fled
to the townships of Luthaw, Dwelo and Butho leaving their property and businesses behind,
the statement said.

District officials are providing as much assistance as possible as the IDPs face food
shortages. With the increasing number of IDPs, however, the need for assistance is rising,
the statement added.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/daily-clashes-displace-over-96000-locals-in-knus-

mutraw-district

Myanmar Military, Arakan Army in Daylong Clash in Rakhine State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 August 2022

The Myanmar military and the Arakan Army (AA) clashed for the whole day near mile post
No. 38 on the Myanmar-Bangladeshi border in northern Maungdaw in western Myanmar’s
Rakhine State on Tuesday.

Locals reported hearing continuous artillery strikes fired by the regime. “We heard shelling
from the morning,” said a resident of Mee Tike Village. The fighting took place until evening.

Tensions have been running high between the Myanmar military regime and the AA, with
frequent skirmishes being reported in Rathedaung and Maungdaw in Rakhine and in Chin
State’s Paletwa.

The regime has blocked off roads and waterways in Maungdaw, Rathedaung and Paletwa,
while bringing in reinforcements and mobilizing its troops.
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Some 37 Myanmar junta soldiers were killed in clashes with the AA in Rakhine and Paletwa
on Saturday.

Thirty-one junta soldiers were killed in a clash in Rakhine’s Rathedaung Township near the
road linking Rathedaung and Maungdaw, while six more soldiers from the Sittwe-based
Light Infantry Battalion 270 were killed in a clash near Kyauk Pandu Village on the
Rathedaung-Maungdaw border, the AA said.

On Monday, the AA attacked hilltop outposts of Light Infantry Battalion 289 in Paletwa.

After two years of intense fighting starting in late 2018, the two sides observed an informal
ceasefire ahead of the election in November 2020. With military tensions escalating since
February this year, some fear Rakhine is edging ever closer to a return to full-blown armed
conflict.

Other observers however say large-scale fighting is still unlikely in Rakhine as the AA might
not want to see the Rakhine people plagued by war again, while the military, which has its
hands full fighting People’s Defense Force groups and ethnic armed organizations across the
country, might not be eager to open a new front.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-military-arakan-army-in-daylong-clash-

in-rakhine-state.html

Military calls in air support to clash site with Arakan Army

Eyewitnesses describe the arrival of multiple helicopters near an area of renewed fighting
in Maungdaw Township

Nan Oo Nway | Published on Aug 17, 2022

A military helicopter is seen in Maungdaw in
September 2017 (EPA)

Multiple military aircraft were seen arriving in

Rakhine State’s northern Maungdaw Township on
Tuesday as battles between the junta’s forces and
those of the Arakan Army (AA) intensified nearby,

locals said.
The fighting began at 9am between the villages of Mee Taik and Nga Yant Chaung.

“The battle started this morning and we have been hearing loud bangs from heavy weapons
ever since,” a Maungdaw local told Myanmar Now that afternoon.
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A resident of Mee Taik confirmed that the fighting took place around one mile north of the
village.

“Junta aircraft came too. They landed in Taung Pyo Let Wea,” he said, referring to a town
two miles from the area where the clash took place, and where a Myanmar army tactical
base is located.

Eyewitnesses in the town said that helicopters landed at the base around three times that
afternoon, but were unable to confirm whether they had airlifted troops to the location, a
practice which has increasingly been seen in offensives in resistance strongholds such as
Sagaing Region.

“We can’t even go out of our houses right now,” one of the Taung Pyo Let Wea residents
explained, referring to the ongoing fighting surrounding the town.

Helicopters were also reportedly seen delivering soldiers to a military base in Maungdaw
town, around 40 miles south of the clash site.

An AA soldier is seen in September 2019 (AA Info
Desk)

An earlier clash between the AA and the junta’s
forces took place near mile marker 41 on
Maungdaw’s border with Bangladesh on August 13,
with a major from the military’s Infantry Battalion

NS iy W 20 under the Sittwe Regional Operations Command

allegedly killed, according to an AA statement and regional media outlets.

That day, battles also broke out elsewhere in Maungdaw, as well as in neighbouring
Rathedaung Township and in Paletwa, southern Chin State. In Rathedaung alone, some 700
people from at least two villages were displaced, according to local news reports.

Citing AA sources, Rakhine State-based media said that more than 30 junta personnel were
killed in the episodes of fighting. The AA released its own statement on Monday claiming to
have confiscated military drones, explosives, guns, and food supplies from the junta
following the clashes.

There were also an unconfirmed number of AA casualties, according to local reports.
The military council has not released any information concerning the recent battles.

At a press conference on August 11, AA spokesperson Khaing Thukha said that the Myanmar
army had withdrawn from several bases in Maungdaw amid growing tension in the region
following the AA capture of 14 junta personnel in mid-July.

Several AA negotiation officers were previously arrested by the military council in May.
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The AA and the military entered into an informal ceasefire agreement in late 2020 after two
years of fighting, with clashes resuming in late 2021.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/military-calls-in-air-support-to-clash-site-with-
arakan-army

Junta Chief Blames Resistance for Myanmar’s Chaos
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 August 2022

“Terrorism will be ended by counterterrorism operations,” Myanmar’s junta boss Min Aung
Hlaing told his ministers in Naypyitaw on Tuesday.

“Terrorism” refers to the operations of the people’s defense forces, the armed wing of the
civilian National Unity Government, which the regime has labeled as terrorist organizations.

The junta chief revealed his plan for counterattacks against resistance forces after
announcing regime casualty numbers in a televised address on August 1 to mark 18 months
since the military takeover.

There were 7,246 attacks using mines and bombs, 6,567 gun and knife attacks and 1,094
arson attacks, said Min Aung Hlaing in his address. Sagaing Region saw more than 4,000

attacks, followed by Yangon and Mandalay with over 2,000 each and Magwe with more

than 1,000, he said.

Min Aung Hlaing is angry that immigration and population offices compiling voter lists ahead
of a planned election next year are being targeted, a regime source told The Irrawaddy.

Five immigration and population junta officers were reportedly killed in Ye Township, Mon
State, and Thingangyun Township, Yangon, this month. The offices are responsible for
household registration and the census.

The junta chief on Tuesday blamed the National League for Democracy for Myanmar’s
chaos, saying the party adopted violent resistance instead of explaining its voter list errors.

It is hard to achieve stability if terrorism is used instead of peaceful processes, Min Aung
Hlaing added.

He spoke as United Nations special envoy for Myanmar Nolen Heiser visits the country for
the first time since being appointed in October.

The junta is solving problems peacefully and operates legally without deliberately assaulting
citizens, he added.
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Meanwhile, junta troops attacked Sel Zin village in Hpakant, Kachin State, and civilian
targets in Tabayin, Sagaing Region, and Myaing in Magwe Region. Fierce clashes were also
reported in Kawkareik, Karen State.

Min Aung Hlaing praised 10 ethnic armed organizations that attended talks in Naypyitaw. He
said he could not understand why other groups refused to attend peace talks.

The regime’s self-declared mandate is due to expire in February next year.

“We have to take greater caution. Air attacks are likely to increase as the rainy season
ends,” said a security analyst.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/junta-chief-blames-resistance-for-myanmars-

chaos.html

v

Myanmar NGOs believe junta transfer of 500 political prisoners aimed to ‘cause suffering
By Mizzima |

Myanmar NGOs concerned with the rights of political prisoners believe the recent transfers
of about 500 political prisoners to other prisons is designed to cause suffering for both the
prisoners and their families.

Since July, about 500 political prisoners have been transferred to various prisons across the
country, according to the data of assistance organizations for political prisoners.

In July, about 200 and 300 prisoners were transferred from Hpa-An and Insein Prisons
respectively, and political prisoners were transferred from Monywa and Shwebo Prisons,
according to the Former Political Prisoners Society (FPPS).

Tun Kyi, a member of the Steering Committee of the FPPS said that the prison authorities
under the Military Council are carrying out such the transfers of prisoners because they
want political prisoners and their families to suffer more.

"They (the junta) want to cause the trouble to the political prisoners and their families. They
want to keep political prisoners away from their families," Tun Kyi explained.

According to the FPPS, the political prisoners in Insein prison and Hpa-An prison, in Kayin
state, were transferred to Thayarwaddy and Daik- U prisons in Bago region. The political
prisoners in Obo prison were transferred to MyinGyan prison in Mandalay region.

Family members of some political prisoners told Mizzima that the political prisoners are
further away from their families because of this transfer of prisoners and that they face
more travel costs and difficulties to visit and send parcels to the respective prisons.
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The Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP) announced that currently, there are
a total of more than 15,000 political prisoners in prisons nationwide.

Political prisoners are targeted for torture and face human rights violations in prisons,
according to the FPPS.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-ngos-believe-junta-transfer-500-political-

prisoners-aimed-cause-suffering

Myanmar Regime Claims Ousted NLD Members Applying for Political Pensions
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 August 2022

Myanmar’s junta announced on Tuesday that 217 officials and lawmakers of the ousted
National League for Democracy (NLD) government have been granted political pensions.

The 217 former NLD officials and lawmakers who attained official positions at the Union,
State or Region level between 2016 and 2021 will be eligible to share the 4.04 billion kyats
gratuity with 274 other officials and lawmakers from other political parties, including 98
from the military’s proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party, according to the
announcement issued by the military regime at 8pm on Tuesday.

However, the 217 former NLD officials and lawmakers make up less than 25 per cent of the
NLD members who took office following the NLD’s landslide victory in the 2015 general
election.

NLD members who are the subject of arrest warrants for participating in the anti-coup
movement have expressed their doubts over the veracity of the junta’s statement. They
pointed out that most of the NLD’s former officials and lawmakers are now in hiding or are
being detained by the regime.

Following last year’s coup, the junta arrested the NLD’s senior figures including party leader
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, as well as many top officials and lawmakers who served in the NLD
government. The regime has also annulled the 2020 general election result, which the NLD
won with a huge majority.

Since then, the junta has stepped up its efforts to destroy Myanmar’s most popular political
party with lawsuits, arrests and killings of NLD members. One ousted NLD lawmaker, Ko
Phyo Zeya Thaw, was executed by the regime in July.

At least 38 NLD members have been killed by junta forces since the coup, while over 700
party members, including 98 former lawmakers, are still being detained, according to the
party’s central working committee.
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Daw Myat Thida Htun, an NLD MP elected at both the 2015 and 2020 general elections who
is also a member of the Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, said that the
numbers stated by the junta are impossible to believe as so many former NLD officials and
lawmakers have joined the people in the revolution against the Myanmar military.

She added that she had heard of a few party members who have been forced to sign
confessions stating that they won’t participate in anti-regime activities, and that perhaps
they would apply for the pension. Daw Myat Thida Htun said that they would number far
fewer than the 217 NLD members the junta says are eligible for the gratuity.

U Bo Bo Oo, an NLD lawmaker who won a seat in the lower house at both the 2015 and
2020 general elections and is now in hiding, said the announcement of the pension is a
regime attempt to divide democratic forces in the country.

“We don’t know who has applied [for the pension] or whether the number of people quoted
is real or not. Even if there are those from our party who have applied for the junta’s
pension, they would be traitors of the people and would face action from the party for
doing so,” he said.

Under the laws relating to emoluments, allowances and insignia for lawmakers and officials
of executive and government bodies, eligible persons are afforded a one-off pension
payment based in part on their monthly salary. Under the law, the pension for Union-level
MPs amounts to 5 million kyats (USS1,700) and 2.5 million kyats (USS850) for outgoing state
and region lawmakers.

The laws were passed by the previous military regime, the State Peace and Development
Council, in 2011.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-claims-ousted-nld-members-

applying-for-political-pensions.html

Myanmar Junta Generals and Cronies Dominate Committee Formed to Import Russian
Fuel

By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 August 2022

Amid serious fuel shortages, Myanmar’s regime has formed a committee to import fuel
from Russia chaired by former lieutenant general Nyo Saw, chairman of the military-owned
conglomerate Myanmar Economic Corporation (MEC).

The committee tasked with purchasing, storing and distributing Russian fuel was formed on
August 1.
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Other members are deputy energy minister Thant Sin, permanent energy secretary Min Min
and Tin Ye Win, director of the Commerce Ministry, with Shwe Maw, thedirector general of
the Petroleum Regulatory Department, as the secretary and Maung Maung Kyaw, general
manager of the MEC, as joint secretary.

Hla Win, CEO of the military-owned Star High Co, Hsan Naung, director of Brighter Energy,
Win Swe, chairman of Best Oil Co, and Maung Maung Naing, CEO of Yetagon Energy Co, are
also on the committee.

Maung Maung Naing fronts businesses owned by Aung Pyae Sone, the son of junta leader
Min Aung Hlaing. Brighter Energy is a subsidiary of the Kanbawza Group owned by Aung Ko
Win, who has close ties to Min Aung Hlaing. Best Oil Co is a fuel wholesaler that also runs
filling stations.

The committee will also supply fuel to the armed forces and the junta-controlled ministries
and organizations.

Russia is @ major arms supplier to Myanmar and is the only country that has opened its
doors to Min Aung Hlaing since the 2021 coup.

In June sources told The Irrawaddy that Aung Pyae Sone, Shwe Byain Phyu Group owner

Thein Win Zaw, Lucky Star Jade Company owner Aung Myint and other businessmen plan to
form a venture to import Russian fuel. It is unknown if they have any connection to the new

committee.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-generals-and-cronies-dominate-

committee-formed-to-import-russian-fuel.html

Myanmar Junta Criticizes ASEAN After Being Barred From its Meetings

Reuters

FILE PHOTO: Myanmar's military junta spokesman Zaw
Min Tun speaks in Naypyitaw, Myanmar, March 23, 2021.
On Wednesday, Myanmar's military leadership lashed out
at the ASEAN grouping of Southeast Asian countries for
excluding its generals from regional gatherings.

Myanmar's military leadership on Wednesday lashed out at the ASEAN grouping of
Southeast Asian countries for excluding its generals from regional gatherings, accusing it of
caving to "external pressure."

Members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations have heaped condemnation on
Myanmar's junta, which they say has failed to make concrete progress on a peace plan
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agreed to with the 10-nation bloc last year, including engaging with opponents and a
cessation of hostilities.

Myanmar's military seized power from an elected government in a coup last year and has
since then crushed dissent with lethal force. Most recently, the junta has been criticized for
executing political activists and imprisoning Aung San Suu Kyi, the symbol of Myanmar's
opposition and democracy movement.

ASEAN has barred Myanmar's generals from attending regional meetings, and some
members said last month it would be forced to rethink the way forward unless the junta
demonstrates progress on the peace plan.

The junta has declined offers to send non-political representatives instead to ASEAN
meetings.

"If a seat representing a country is vacant, then it should not be labeled an ASEAN summit,"
junta spokesperson Zaw Min Tun said at a routine news conference on Wednesday, adding
that Myanmar was working on implementing the peace plan.

"What they want is for us to meet and talk with the terrorists," he said, using the junta's
label for pro-democracy movements that have taken up arms against the military.

He said ASEAN was violating its own policy of non-interference in a country's sovereign
affairs while facing "external pressure," but did not elaborate.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Cambodia, which is currently chairing ASEAN, did not
address the accusation.

Ministry spokesperson Chum Sounry said ASEAN was "hopeful that the situation in
Myanmar can be greatly improved, so that it can return as an indispensable member of our
united ASEAN family again."

Several Western countries including the United States and Britain have imposed sanctions
on Myanmar's junta over the coup.

https://www.voanews.com/a/myanmar-junta-criticizes-asean-after-being-barred-from-its-
meetings-/6706386.html

Myanmar Junta Uses UN Envoy for What It Craves: Legitimacy
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 August 2022

The UN Secretary General’s special envoy for Myanmar has been used by the country’s
military regime to enhance its legitimacy—something it has otherwise been denied by the
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international community due to its coup against the country’s elected government last year
and the regime’s ongoing bloody crackdowns on its opponents.

The envoy, Noleen Heyzer, is now in post-coup, conflict-torn Myanmar. The UN said she
“will focus on addressing the deteriorating situation and immediate concerns as well as
other priority areas of her mandate.”

She met with the country’s military regime chief Min Aung Hlaing on Wednesday afternoon
and was not allowed to see the country’s ousted leader, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, who is now
in solitary confinement in a regime prison.

Shortly before her meeting with the regime chief, however, the junta’s spokesperson said at
a press conference that the meeting was the “Myanmar government’s official meeting.”

“I will repeat, the UN envoy is meeting officially with the current Myanmar government,”
said spokesman Major General Zaw Min Tun.

Following the coup in February last year, millions of Myanmar people took to the streets to
reject the military takeover and refused to accept the junta as their government. The
international community also declined to accept the junta as the legitimate government of
Myanmar. It has refused to engage with the generals, with the exceptions of China, Russia,
Japan and India. Even the UN has declined to recognize them. Instead, the world body has
continued to recognize Myanmar’s ambassador from the ousted National League for
Democracy (NLD) government as the country’s representative.

Since then, the regime, which has now killed more than 2,000 people in the country, has
been desperately seeking recognition from other countries as Myanmar’s rightful
government. Making matters worse for it, it’s also facing a contesting claim by the National
Unity Government (NUG) formed by elected lawmakers from the NLD and their ethnic allies.

Now, Heyzer, as the UN Secretary General’s special envoy, has helped to satisfy the regime’s
craving for legitimacy.

For Min Aung Hlaing, a visit by the UN envoy at a time when most of the world has turned
away from him means a lot. He will simply be thinking that the UN would not bother to see
him to discuss the country’s issues if it did not see him as the head of government. That’s
why he invited her—and she came. Then the regime hurriedly proclaimed the event as an
official meeting with the “current Myanmar government.” Heyzer has failed Myanmar’s
people once again, after insulting them in February by saying they seek “negotiation” with
the country’s military—the institution that has been killing them.

Her visit comes at a time when diplomatic efforts to resolve the Myanmar crisis led by the
UN and regional bloc the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) have made little
headway, with the generals refusing to engage with their opponents.
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After Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen and his Foreign Minister-cum-ASEAN special
envoy on Myanmar Prak Sokhonn, Heyzer is the third dignitary working on Myanmar issues
to meet the junta leader. It must be enough to make her predecessor Christine Schraner

Burgener, envious. The latter’s highest achievement before leaving the position in
September last year was having phone calls with the regime’s second man, Soe Win.

So far, efforts by Hun Sen and Prak Sokhonn to convince the regime to stop killing its own
people—a part of ASEAN’s peace plan for Myanmar—have borne no fruit. Prak Sokhonn
recently admitted that not even Superman could fix the Myanmar crisis, as the regime has

kept committing atrocities against civilians.

Under these circumstances, Heyzer flew to Myanmar and snapped up Min Aung Hlaing’s
invitation after, as the UN says, “extensive consultations with actors from across the
political spectrum, civil society as well as communities affected by the ongoing conflict.”

From the moment the trip was announced, however, it set alarm bells ringing.

U Kyaw Zaw, spokesperson for the NUG, told The Irrawaddy on Tuesday that although the
shadow government understood Heyzer is trying to do her job as a special envoy, “the
UNSG special envoy must avoid giving legitimacy to the coup leader Min Aung Hlaing and
[his governing body] the State Administration Council.”

The NUG’s seriousness on the issue was evident, with its foreign minister and deputy
minister also making comments on the same day. The trio of NUG officials said now is not
the right time for Heyzer to visit the country, given the regime’s recent sentencing of Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi and democracy activists to further jail terms, as well as the executions of
four activists in July. They cautioned the UN envoy to be aware of the failure of her ASEAN
counterpart’s visits.

In fact, after she was condemned for her power-sharing comments in February, Heyzer
became the first international envoy to meet with the NUG’s parliamentary body and its
relief and resettlement minister Dr Win Myat Aye to discuss issues including humanitarian
assistance for Myanmar. It’s not clear if she has had more meetings with the NUG.

At the time of reporting on Wednesday, details of the meeting between the UN envoy and
Min Aung Hlaing were not known.

Even if she did push the junta leader during the meeting to stop his soldiers from killing
civilians and torching their homes, her words will be ignored.

Prior to his meeting with the envoy on Wednesday, Min Aung Hlaing said at his governing
body meeting on Tuesday that “if terrorist attacks continue to be carried out, we will act in
accordance with our policy of anti-terrorism.” By “terrorists” he was referring to the

NUG and People’s Defense Force (PDF) groups, which are waging an unwavering campaign
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of armed resistance against the regime across the country. His remarks imply that the junta
has no plans to stop its violence.

When Heyzer landed in Myanmar’s capital Naypyitaw on Tuesday, Scot Marciel, the former
US ambassador to Myanmar, tweeted that while she was in an impossible situation, he
didn’t see any value in going to meet the generals.

“l mean how many senior UN and foreign officials need to be rudely rebuffed by the junta
before the world stops trying to ‘persuade’ the generals to be reasonable?” the former
ambassador’s Tweet reads.

On the same day, the NUG said in an announcement that the UN special envoy’s visit must
be directed at ending the junta’s violence, its weaponization of aid, its persecution of
political prisoners, and its impunity.

“Anything short of this would be an appeasement of war criminals,” it said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-uses-un-envoy-for-what-it-

craves-legitimacy.html

UN envoy calls for end to conflict after meeting Myanmar junta

Some opponents of military rule feared the junta regime would use the visit to promote its
own legitimacy.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.08.17

junta chief Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing in Naypyidaw, Myanmar,

e 5 U.N. special envoy Noeleen Heyzer [left] meets with Myanmar
~ i g&w Aug. 17, 2022. Myanmar True News Information Team via AP
A : : :

The U.N.’s special envoy for Myanmar called for an immediate

end to violence in the Southeast Asian country and asked to
see ousted leader Aung San Suu Kyi in a meeting with the
country’s junta military government on Wednesday.

Opponents of the regime said they doubted the visit would change conditions in the
country and that it risked giving legitimacy to the regime, which ousted the
democratically elected government in a Feb. 1, 2021, coup.

Noeleen Heyzer, who arrived in Myanmar on Tuesday, met with Snr. Gen. Min Aung
Hlaing in Naypyidaw where she discussed steps to end the fighting and the need for
“unfettered humanitarian assistance,” according to a statement from the United Nations.
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United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres “is extremely concerned about the
gravity of the humanitarian, security, economic and political crisis,” Heyzer said in the
statement.

“My visit is to convey the concern of the United Nations and propose concrete steps
needed to reduce the conflict and suffering of the people. U.N. engagement does not in
any way confer legitimacy. The people of Myanmar have the right to democracy and self-
determination free from fear and want, which will only be possible by the goodwill and
efforts of all stakeholders in an inclusive process.”

Protesters hold damaged iron roof plates with the
words “How many dead bodies UN need to take

action?” following a fire that destroyed a village in
Myanmar’s Sagaing region, Aug. 17, 2022, in this
picture obtained from social media. Photo: Aung Khant
Zaw/via Reuters

; : ,& - _ “=  Heyzer said that progress depends on ending violence
and improving the lives of the people of Myanmar.

The United Nations recently condemned death sentences carried out by the junta against
four pro-democracy activists, and Heyzer urged Min Aung Hlaing to put a moratorium on
executions. She also reiterated Guterres’ recent call for the release of all political
prisoners in Myanmar, and carried the Australian government’s request for the release of
Australian economist Sean Turnell.

Turnell was arrested five days after the coup and faces charges of violating a state secrets
law when he served as an advisor to deposed leader Aung San Suu Kyi, who is currently in
prison serving a 17-year sentence.

Heyzer during Wednesday’s meeting also requested a meeting with Aung San Suu Kyi and
expressed concern about her health.

“l want to have an opportunity to meet with her as soon as possible, both because | care
about her personally, and | believe she is a critical stakeholder for my dialogue with all
parties concerned,” Heyzer said.

The junta’s spokesman Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun told a press conference in Naypyidaw
after the meeting that he did not know what Heyzer and Min Aung Hlaing discussed but
that the regime hoped “that the meeting will yield good results.”

Some junta opponents criticized the visit, saying the regime would use it to promote
itself and there was little expectation it would bring a resolution to the crisis.
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“The timing of the arrival of the U.N. secretary general’s special representative is
guestionable,” Kyaw Zaw, a spokesman for the country’s shadow National Unity
Government (NUG), told RFA’s Burmese Service.

“Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has just been sentenced to another six years in prison. The junta
are killing democracy activists. So | doubt if [Heyzer] could stop the violence at this
point,” said Kyaw Zaw.

He also noted that the junta is restricting the flow of humanitarian aid to areas in need in
the country.

Political observer Than Soe Naing said Heyzer's plan to stop the violence is well-
intentioned but agreed it was unlikely to yield significant results, as the fighting has
intensified over the past year and a half since the coup.

"The suspension or the elimination of violence will not be accepted by the military
council nor by the NUG and PDF groups ... because there’s no way to end the violence
and meet the demands of the two sides,” Than Soe Naing said.

But Boh Nagah, leader of the Pale township Public Defense Force fighting the regime in
the Sagaing region in the country’s north, said he was hopeful U.N. intervention would
stop the conflict.

“It will all be over as soon as the United Nations deals properly with the atrocities the
junta has committed or makes the junta inevitably give in, according to the wishes of the
people,” he told RFA.

“We do not enjoy holding these weapons. We have to use these weapons unavoidably to
resist [the junta] and protect ourselves,” Boh Nagah said. “It’s not violence from two
sides. So, once the main culprit is dealt with properly, the problem will be gone.”

Junta spokesman Zaw Min Tun has told RFA that the PDFs were destroying the villages,
not the junta’s soldiers.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Eugene Whong.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/un envoy-08172022183805.html

UN Rights Chief Calls for Independent Probe of Bangladesh Disappearances

Faisal Mahmud

DHAKA, BANGLADESH —The U.N. high commissioner for human rights called Wednesday for
the Bangladesh government to establish “an impartial, independent and transparent
investigation” into allegations of enforced disappearances, extrajudicial killing and torture.
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United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Michelle Bachelet speaks during a press conference in
Dhaka, Bangladesh, Aug. 17, 2022.

At a press conference concluding her four-day visit to
; Bangladesh, Michelle Bachelet also urged the South Asian
nation’s government to ratify the International Convention for the Protection of all Persons

from Enforced Disappearance.

“Bangladesh is party to all the core U.N. human rights treaties, except for it,” she said,
adding that there are “continued, alarming allegations of both short-term and long-term
enforced disappearances, and concerns about the lack of due process and judicial
safeguards.”

Bachelet said inviting the U.N. Working Group on Enforced Disappearances to visit
Bangladesh would “show a commitment to decisively address this issue.”

The U.N. rights chief came to Bangladesh on Sunday and has met with Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, several other ministers, civil society, rights activists and the families of alleged
victims of rights violations.

She also visited the Rohingya refugee camps in the southern district of Cox’s Bazar and met
Rohingyas who fled to Bangladesh in the face of persecution and killings by the Myanmar
military, which the U.N. says were conducted with “genocidal intent.”

On Wednesday, she appeared at a press conference in a Dhaka hotel to discuss her findings.
Probe of rights violations

Bachelet told journalists that she raised her deep concern about the serious allegations of
enforced disappearances, extrajudicial killings and torture with government ministers.

She called on ministers to establish a “more specialized mechanism that works closely with
victims, families and civil society to investigate allegations of enforced disappearances and
extrajudicial killings,” given the “long-standing frustrations at the lack of progress in
investigations and other obstacles to justice.”

U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle
Bachelet visits a Rohingya refugee camp in Ukhia,
in Bangladesh's Cox's Bazar district, Aug. 16, 2022.

On Monday, several Bangladeshi rights activists
urged Bachelet to impress upon the government

: : the need for an independent commission to
investigate extrajudicial killings and enforced disappearances.
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When asked her opinion about such a commission, she said different countries have
different mechanisms to deal with human rights violations.

“Some commissions can be judicial whereas some can be independent. There is no one-size-
fits-all solution,” she said, adding that for such a commission to be successful it would be to
have a “clear mandate, resources, independence and power to do the job.”

“Mly office is ready to provide advice on how such a body could be designed in line with
international standards,” she added.

Civic, political capacity

Bachelet told journalists that successive U.N. human rights reports have documented “a
narrowing of civic space, increased surveillance, intimidation and reprisals often leading to
self-censorship” in Bangladesh.

“When you want to be graduated from the status of Least Developed Countries, it’s not just
about improving your GDP. It’s also about strengthening the capacity of your civic
institutions,” she said in reply to a question.

For Bangladesh to aim for the next level of development, Bachelet said, it is essential to
ensure a “democratic and civic space, as well as effective checks and balances and
accountability.”

Referring to a national election scheduled for next year, she said it would be an important
time for Bangladesh to maximize the civic and political space, including freedom of
expression, association and peaceful assembly of political activists, human rights defenders,
opposition parties and journalists.

“It is also important to ensure that law enforcement forces have the necessary training to
manage protests without resorting to the excessive use of force," she said.

Bachelet was asked about Bangladesh’s Digital Security Act, which the Sheikh Hasina
government passed in 2018 and has used to jail politicians, journalists and others.

Bachelet said she recognized a need to “regulate the online space, addressing online hate
speech, disinformation and combating cybercrime.” But she said her office had submitted
recommendations to the Bangladesh government “for repeal and revision of certain
provisions of the act, with a view to ensuring their compliance with international human
rights laws and standards and preventing arbitrary application or misuse.”

Hopes for Rohingya?

Bachelet welcomed the Bangladesh government’s “impressive effort” in hosting hundreds
of thousands of Rohingya refugees who fled persecution in neighboring Myanmar in 2017.
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“The importance of Bangladesh’s humanitarian contribution — and its historical significance
— cannot be overstated,” she said.

But she expressed worries about increasing anti-Rohingya rhetoric in Bangladesh and the
stereotyping and scapegoating of Rohingyas as the source of crime and other problems.

“I call on the government and all Bangladeshis to be vigilant against such harmful rhetoric,
to actively counter misinformation with facts, and to foster understanding with the host
communities,” she said.

She also called on the government to expand “education and livelihood opportunities” to
the children in the camps.

"I was heartened to see young girls and boys at learning centers [who] attended lively maths
and Burmese classes taught by community members,” she said. But while the younger
children were energized and spoke of their aspirations for their future, she said, the older
Rohingya children expressed their frustration at a lack of education facilities.

“Expanding education and livelihood opportunities” for these older Rohingya girls and boys
“will be the best way to prevent social problems and criminality and to fully prepare
refugees for sustainable reintegration in Myanmar society,” she said.

Bachelet said the current situation in Myanmar is not right for the repatriation of Rohingyas.
“Repatriation must always be conducted in a voluntary and dignified manner, only when
safe and sustainable conditions exist in Myanmar,” she said.

https://www.voanews.com/a/un-rights-chief-calls-for-independent-probe-of-bangladesh-
disappearances/6705743.html
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