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Spring Revolution Interfaith Network calls for victory within a year

By Mizzima |

The Spring Revolution Interfaith Network has offered a clarion call
saying the revolution should be completed within one year from
the date of the 34th anniversary of the 8888 People's Uprising.

The call came on Monday, the anniversary of the 1988 pro-
democracy uprising in Myanmar and the one-year anniversary of
the founding of the Network.

The Spring Revolution Interfaith Network also announced that it is time for the interim
president of the National Unity Government (NUG) Duwa Lashi La, to send a message to the
public with the responsibility of ending the revolution within a year.

“It has been 18 months since the beginning of the revolution. Any longer is not appropriate.
The NUG should make the most out of the opportunity given by the revolution. It's like
General Aung San declaring to gain independence within a year and also NUG should
declare like General Aung San with great force,” said Tun Kyi, a former political prisoner and
a member of steering committee of the Network.

Aung Myo Min, Union Minister of Human Rights of the NUG, also stated that rather than
just hating the Military Council that continues to commit acts of violence, it is time to
consider ways to resist.

The Network statement urges the Military Council to release the President, State Counselor
Aung San Suu Kyi and other political prisoners according to local and international demands
and also strongly urges the NUG, Ethnic Revolutionary Organizations (EROs) and other
revolutionary forces to unite and continue to fight against the military regime.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/spring-revolution-interfaith-network-calls-victory-within-
year

Eight civilians, 10 resistance fighters killed in Myinmu village

Myanmar’s junta claimed at the time of last week’s raid on the village of Letpan Kyin that
only local defence force members had been killed

Khin Yi YiZaw | Published on Aug 9, 2022

Myanmar’s military killed eight civilians during a raid on a village in Sagaing Region’s
Myinmu Township last week, according to local sources.
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A house destroyed by junta forces following a
military raid on the village of Letpan Kyin on
August 1 (Supplied)

The raid, which targeted the village of Letpan Kyin
on August 1, involved both air and ground attacks
and also resulted in the deaths of 10 resistance
fighters over the next two days, the sources said.

More than 100 civilians—at least 60 of them children from a school run by the National
Unity Government—captured during the raid were released the next day, they added.

Residents of Letpan Kyin told Myanmar Now that four of the victims killed during and after
the initial attack were men in their 60s, three were men in their 40s, and another was a 25-
year-old woman.

At the time, the Myanmar junta said in a statement that five members of a local defence
force had been killed in the raid—a claim rejected by resistance sources, who said that all of
the casualties were civilians.

However, a clash that took place on August 2 left two resistance fighters dead, and another
the following day resulted in the deaths of eight more, the sources said.

The eight who were killed on August 3 were reportedly intercepted by a unit of army scouts
as they were travelling by car to Letpan Kyin to provide backup for the resistance forces
already there.

“Around 20 junta soldiers opened fire on their car until they ran out of bullets. They used
automatic weapons, so the victims couldn’t even get out of their car. Our comrades fired
back and managed to injure two junta soldiers,” said Lu Lin, a spokesperson for the Myinmu
City Revolutionary Force.

After seizing weapons from the vehicle, the soldiers set it on fire. This detonated some
explosives that were still inside the car, resulting in extensive damage to most of the bodies,
he added.

“Only two were not completely disfigured. The rest had their heads or lower bodies blown
off,” said Lu Lin.

Most residents of Letpan Kyin have yet to return to the village due to fears that the soldiers
might return. Those who have gone back say that 15 houses there were destroyed, along
with five cars and at least 20 motorcycles.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/eight-civilians-10-resistance-fighters-killed-in-

myinmu-village
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Sagaing policeman reaps reward by joining the CDM with weapon
By Mizzima |

The Shwebo District Battalion (25) announced on 6 August that they are awarded 7 million
kyat (approx: $3,000) to a policeman who joined the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM)
with a rifle and ammunition.

Police officer Zin Thu Aung from Kan Htoo Ma police station in Taze town, Sagaing Region
joined the CDM with one G3 rifle, 380 rounds of ammunitions and some military equipment
which he had taken from the Kan Htoo Ma Police Station.

“The police and soldiers are there to protect the lives of the people. Now, under the military
regime, | had to do what they (Military Council) asked me to do. | feel sorry in my heart that
people are being killed and property is being destroyed. So, | joined the CDM because |
wanted to stand on the side of the people and work together,” said former policeman Zin
Thu Aung.

"As | have a family, it is impossible for me to escape alone. That's why it took a long time to
desert the police station. The families were in the police battalion and | was on duty at Kan
Htoo Ma police station, so there were delays in joining the CDM. | risk my life to join the
CDM. There are many people like me who want to join the CDM," he added.

He also urged troops under the military regime to stand with the people as soon as they
can.

Policeman Zin Thu Aung is from No. (35) Police Battalion based in Meiktila Township,
Mandalay region and he was on duty at Kan Htoo Ma police station. He is currently in a
liberated area with his family, according to the Shwebo District Battalion (25).

https://www.mizzima.com/article/sagaing-policeman-reaps-reward-joining-cdm-weapon-1

Attack on ‘Pyu Saw Htee village’ leaves dozens of regime forces dead, resistance claims

Hundreds of fighters from 10 anti-regime groups reportedly took part in the assault on a
militia stronghold in Myaing Township on Sunday

Han Thit / Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Aug 9, 2022

As many as 60 regime forces were killed on Sunday during an assault on troops stationed in
a village in Magway Region’s Myaing Township, according to resistance sources.
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Members of the Pakokku PDF, seen on July 19
(PPDF)

The attack, carried out by an alliance of 10
local defence forces, targeted soldiers and
members of the military-backed Pyu Saw Htee
militia based in the village of Twin Ma, the
sources said.

Hundreds of resistance fighters reportedly
took part in the offensive, which began at around 5am and lasted around 90 minutes.

“We thought it would all be over in 15 minutes, but it went on for more than an hour. In the
end we decided to retreat as reinforcements were air-dropped in,” said Lat Yar, a leader of
the Myaing People’s Defence Force (PDF).

According to a spokesperson for the Pakokku PDF, there were around 60 soldiers and 90 Pyu
Saw Htee members stationed in the village when the attack began, but they were soon
joined by troops stationed in Kamma, a village about 6km to the south in Pakokku Township.

“Fourteen military trucks showed up carrying soldiers in commando uniforms. There were
hundreds of them. However, one of the explosive devices we set up damaged some of
them,” said the spokesperson, adding that four helicopters were also used to transport
troops into the area.

While exact casualty figures were not available at the time of reporting, resistance sources
claimed that around 60 junta soldiers and militia members were killed in the attack.

Their own losses were much lower, they said—just three dead and five injured.
Myanmar Now could not independently verify these claims.

According to Lat Yar of the Myaing PDF, Twin Ma is one of several villages in the area
regarded as Pyu Saw Htee strongholds.

“There are so many Pyu Saw Htee villages around there, but Twin Ma is the main one. They
put up fences all around the village and built bunkers and trenches as well as foundations
for mortars inside the school,” he said.

According to state media reports, 11 people, including two children and a middle-school
teacher, were killed in the clash, and 12 more were injured.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/attack-on-pyu-saw-htee-village-leaves-dozens-of-

regime-forces-dead-resistance-claims

Page 5 of 55


https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/attack-on-pyu-saw-htee-village-leaves-dozens-of-regime-forces-dead-resistance-claims
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/attack-on-pyu-saw-htee-village-leaves-dozens-of-regime-forces-dead-resistance-claims
https://www.myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/news-images/pakokku_pdf_0.jpg

Yesagyo largely controlled by resistance forces, but ‘not yet a liberated area,’ guerrilla
leader says

The military is confined to urban areas of the Magway Region township, while the
Yesagyo PDF has established local administration and defence teams in its own rural
territory

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Aug 9, 2022

Yesagyo PDF members are seen during a
training exercise (Yesagyo PDF)

Yesagyo, situated on the western shores of the
Chindwin River in Magway Region, has become
a strategically important township for both
resistance forces and the Myanmar military
since the 2021 coup.

With access to both the Ayeyarwady River and
nearby Mandalay and Sagaing regions, the coup regime has stationed three infantry
battalions (IBs) in Yesagyo in an attempt to keep it under their control.

Despite being outgunned by the Myanmar army, a coalition of allied anti-junta defence
forces in the township have repeatedly attacked and destroyed police stations and military
checkpoints, but also established administrative and educational programming in rural
Yesagyo in collaboration with the elected National Unity Government (NUG).

Myanmar Now recently spoke with Wai Gyi, a pseudonym used by the leader of the Yesagyo
Township People’s Defence Force (PDF), about his armed force’s activities in the township
and the challenges they have encountered over the past year-and-a-half.

Myanmar Now: To what extent does the military have a presence in Yesagyo?

Wai Gyi: Yesagyo Township is a very geographically and strategically important area for the
military as it is home to the confluence of the Chindwin and Ayeyarwady rivers. It is also the
only place in Magway Region that is connected to Sagaing and Mandalay regions. IBs 256,
257 and 28 are also based in Yesagyo. One might think it would be difficult for revolutionary
forces to operate in the township because there are three junta bases there, but we have
become much stronger and more united.

Many areas are already under the control of the resistance forces, and the military is only
able to control the urban townships located near their bases. The military is also running
schools in towns, but they can’t open a single school in the rural areas. They can’t operate
their administrative mechanisms there, either.
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Forces from a resistance alliance attack and
destroy a junta checkpoint at the foot of the Sin
Phyu Shin bridge, in Yesagyo Township on July 9
(Yesagyo PDF)

We haven’t directly faced one of the junta assault
columns in the township yet but the military is

stationed in Min village, around the rivers’
confluence. Military units from Myaing, Chaung-U
and Salingyi townships in Magway and Sagaing have also come as reinforcements during
attacks on the junta’s forces in Yesagyo.

Can you describe the operations of the Yesagyo PDF in the township?

The 14th batch of participants in our basic combat training just graduated successfully. We
have trained nearly 1,500 people in total. We are also forming village- and ward-level
defence teams. We are currently focused on fighting against the junta as a township-level
organisation.

We have won a number of battles against the junta not only in Yesagyo, but also in other
townships like Myaing, Pauk and Salingyi. In Yesagyo, we managed to seize control of the Pa
Khan Nge base and the Ma Eu police station and bridge outpost. We confiscated weapons
from the Lin Ka Taw police station on Yesagyo’s border with Myaing without suffering any
casualties. These achievements were possible only with public support.

Map indicating the location of Yesagyo Township in
Magway Region

What have you achieved since your PDF chapter’s

7 Mvanmar < formation more than one year ago?

We still lack the power needed to attack the three IBs in

(i "l ) Yes:gyo T

\\'-’ﬁ«, .. A the township, but these forces can’t attack us either
‘bt I

b1 because we have planted explosives and deployed guards

\ o and scouts throughout our territories, and maintain total
\ control over these areas. Another strength of ours is that
L ¢ we have formed meaningful relationships with the PDFs
\ in neighbouring townships like Myaing and Salingyi—we
help each other during battles.

oV There are some villages where the majority of the
residents are military supporters, and those are the villages where the [military-backed] Pyu
Saw Htee militia members are concentrated. But they do not dare to leave their villages
anymore, because of us.
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What challenges remain?

We have village and ward defence forces and people’s administration teams. We deal with
matters regarding crime, education, healthcare and social issues. We have had to deal with
judicial matters in our territory as well. People report to our teams about all sorts of things,
including fights or marital disputes. In other words, we are not only fighting a war against
the junta but also dealing closely with the public. We have reconciled arguments between
married couples, and also overseen divorces on some occasions. Sometimes we had to split
the property between the two persons.

The ward and village defence forces deal with matters like drunken fights. We hold those
involved in our “jails” with their feet cuffed for one day. There are many problems, as we
have to deal with the entire township.... You can see how much faith the public has in us.
There are crimes everyday. We don’t get a single day off.

How big is your membership?

Our numbers are only increasing, and we are occupying larger areas as our strength grows.
Although we have more than enough people now, a major component of the revolution is
weapons, of which we still don’t have enough. The NUG has provided our PDF chapter with
a few weapons and we bought more with funds donated by the public. We also seized
several weapons from the enemy, and we have used those in battles to expand our
territory. Prices are skyrocketing, so this prevents us from buying more weapons.

It will be a long road ahead in securing enough arms. But what this revolution needs most is
weapons. It wouldn’t make sense to choose the path of armed resistance if we didn’t
actually have weapons, would it? We won’t be able to fight off the junta for much longer, let
alone occupy more territory, if we don’t get more weapons soon.

You mentioned that the PDF and your administration is involved in providing education in
rural areas. Can you explain more about this?

Education is something we cannot just put aside during these times. We have discussed the
operation of schools under the NUG’s supervision with the people’s board of education in
the township. Some of these schools have already opened, in villages far from highways and
roads. The places where we still can’t open schools are the areas which could still be

accessible by the military.

PDF members operate a checkpoint along the road
connecting Yesagyo with Chaung-U in Sagaing
(Yesagyo PDF)

To be honest, we have only managed to gain control

over some areas, and we still don’t have the strength
to turn the entire township into a liberated area.
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Yesagyo is not a liberated area yet. It’s just a township over which we have most control.

We are trying our best to provide children with safe and secure education but we can’t
operate very smoothly as we still haven’t achieved the status of being a “liberated area.”
We still have to close schools and flee when the military launches assaults.

What is the situation facing most villages in Yesagyo?

The public is still in peril as they can’t properly make a living. That being said, the township is
still operating as usual, except for when the military is attacking it. We still fear the military
torching villages—some people have been forced to flee to the forests when the military has
launched arson assaults. Villagers once told us that it was peaceful in these areas when the
military was not attacking it. During those periods of calm, they could make a living.

This interview was edited for clarity.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/yesagyo-largely-controlled-by-resistance-forces-

but-not-yet-a-liberated-area-guerrilla-leader

Two Myanmar Military Bases Seized by Resistance in Kachin State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 9 August 2022

The Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and People’s Defense Forces (PDF) seized two
Myanmar military camps on Monday in Hpakant Township, Kachin State.

At 1am on early Monday morning, a combined force of KIA and PDFs raided the military
regime camp at Sezin Village in Hpakant and a nearby pro-junta militia camp in Shwe Pyi
Myint Village, according to local sources and Kachin media outlets.

The militia base in Shwe Pyi Myint village is home to the Shanni Nationalities Army (SNA), an
ethnic Lisu militia allied to the regime, and junta troops, according to a source close to the
Kachin Regional PDF.

Local media reported that the militia camp was seized after a four hour firefight. However,
casualties on both sides are unknown.

“The military camps were occupied. There were casualties. But the detailed situation there
is still unknown,” said the source close to the Kachin Regional PDF.

Spokespersons for the KIA and SNA confirmed the clashes with Kachin media.

On Tuesday, the KIA and junta troops continued to clash in Shwe Pyi Myint Village, said local
media.
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In late July, several days of intense fighting in Hpakant between regime forces and a
combined force of the KIA and PDFs led to the junta launching heavy airstrikes in the area.

Currently, the KIA is reportedly coordinating attacks with PDFs in both Kachin State and
upper Sagaing Region.

Regime forces are now facing near-daily attacks from PDFs and ethnic armed organizations
across the country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/two-myanmar-military-bases-seized-by-

resistance-in-kachin-state.html

KIA Seize Regime And Shanni Camps In Hpakant Township
9th August 2022

—‘ The Kachin Independence Army attacked the Burma Army

; -
N ~ (BA) and Shanni Nationalities Army (SNA) in Hpakant
. LT 1 '~»—--~ = " - !

Township. According to man close to the armed group, two
camps in Sel Zin with hundreds of BA and SNA soldiers

were seized, leaving casualties on all sides.

After the coup in February 2021, the SNA moved into the
village, prompting the KIA to attack Sel Zi, which currently

has no mobile phone service.

In late July, the BA abducted five Sel Zin youths and later released three of them. According
to a local source who requested anonymity, the youths were abducted after the armed
forces allegedly discovered something about the military operations of the BA and photos of
the People’s Defence Forces (PDF) on some of their phones

At the end of June, KIA and PDF fighters killed many BA soldiers in a raid on the forces in the
village near the border with Sagaing Region.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/08/09/kia-seize-regime-and-shanni-camps-in-hpakant-

township/

Over 2,500 Myanmar Junta Forces Killed This Year in Karen State
By NORA AUNG | 9 August 2022

More than 2,500 Myanmar junta troops and members of the pro-regime Border Guard
Force (BGF) — equivalent to one division of the Myanmar military — have been killed since
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January of this year in clashes with ethnic Karen fighters in Southeast Myanmar’s Karen
State.

The Karen National Union (KNU) said in its monthly report released on Tuesday that its
armed wings, the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and the Karen National Defense
Organization (KNDO), and allied resistance forces including Cobra Column clashed with junta
troops more than eight times a day in July.

There were 259 clashes in July, with 386 junta and Border Guard Force deaths and 280
wounded, according to the KNU. 12 resistance fighters were killed and 26 injured in the
clashes. However, The Irrawaddy has been unable to verify casualty numbers
independently.

The KNU estimated that there were 399 regime deaths in January, 311 in February, 429 in
March, 356 in April, 303 in May, 410 in June and 386 in July, a total of 2,594 junta forces
killed in just seven months.

A Myanmar military division totals around 2,500 in the field, meaning that the junta has lost
the equivalent of a division so far this year in Karen State fighting.

The fiercest clashes were at Thone Htat Kwe on the Myawaddy-Wa Lay road on July 12,
when a military regime battalion commander and deputy battalion commander were killed
and an entire column of No. 44 Light Infantry Division (LID) was either killed, wounded or
fled without their weapons.

Resistance group Cobra Column released photos of seized weapons and No. 44 LID
uniforms. RPG rockets, mines, grenades, 40mm artillery shells, bullets, guns and electronic
jamming devices were among the captured equipment seen in the photos.

On July 8, Cobra Column killed five soldiers from No. 44 LID, including a captain, who were
on their way to reinforce the strategic Ukayit Hta outpost.

Another five junta soldiers contacted Cobra Column and defected from the Myanmar
military on July 11. The defectors stated in videos that they are in their late teens and early
twenties and were previously based in Rakhine State.

Karen fighters captured the Maw Khee military camp in the Dooplaya territory of the KNLA's
Brigade 6 on March 22, and also seized the regime’s Thay Baw Boe camp on May 18.

In June, the KNDO and its allies seized Waw Lay police station, where junta troops were
based. Five regime soldiers were reportedly captured and nine detained resistance fighters
were freed.

Padoh Saw Taw Nee, the head of the KNU’s Foreign Affairs Department, told The Irrawaddy
in June that the combat ability and will to win of junta soldiers has declined dramatically
compared to previous decades of fighting with Myanmar military troops.
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As its losses mount, the regime has aggressively escalated its violence against civilians
across Karen State with indiscriminate air and artillery strikes, the torching of villages, the
arbitrary killing of civilians and using them as human shields.

At least 19 civilians were killed in July and another 26 wounded, according to the KNU.
Around 200,000 displaced civilians in Karen State are in desperate need of emergency aid,
the International Karen Organization said in July.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/over-2500-myanmar-junta-forces-killed-this-

year-in-karen-state.html

Hundreds Of Junta Soldiers Arrive In Nawngkio Township
By SHAN - August 9, 2022

The Mandalay People’s Defence Force (PDF) and the Burma Army (BA) are battling it out in
Nawngkio Township, northern Shan State, after 200 regime soldiers entered the area.

Mandalay PDF

According to Comrade Moejo, a PDF officer, at least
6 BA soldiers have been killed and more than 30
wounded in the three days that the BA has been
shelling resistance forces with 60mm mortars and
RPG-7s.

The situation near Yadana Theingi was unstable, the officer told SHAN, advising locals to
avoid travelling near the BA.

Mandalay PDF signs for registration

All the villagers of Yadana Theingi have been displaced by the conflict, which began on 3
August. On the same day, there were clashes between another PDF group and the BA in
Mongmit Township, in the northern state.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25255

Myanmar Junta’s Moves to Ease Currency Rules Won’t Help in Long Run: Experts
By NORA AUNG | 9 August 2022

Friday’s decision by the Myanmar junta’s central bank to weaken its official kyat-US dollar
exchange rate and ease forced-conversion regulations for exporters will provide temporary
relief at best for the crisis-hit Myanmar economy, according to financial analysts.
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The Central Bank of Myanmar raised its official exchange rate from 1,850 kyats per dollar to
2,100 kyats on Friday. In a directive dated the same day, central bank chairman U Than
Nyein said export companies would now only be required to convert 65 percent of foreign
currency earnings into kyats at the central bank rate, down from 100 percent previously.
They have 30 days to use the remaining 35 percent to purchase imported goods or make
other trade or non-trade cross-border payments. After 30 days, if it is not used, the
remaining 35 percent of export proceeds must be converted at the official central bank rate,
according to sources in the export/import community.

However, the move has not had much of an impact on the black market rate, which fell from
around 2,700 kyats per dollar on Friday to around 2,550 kyats on Monday. The central bank

has prohibited individuals and companies from trading US dollars since the coup in February
2021. The situation appeared the same for other currencies and gold prices on Monday.

The recent erratic policy shifts by the central bank have made the situation worse for
Myanmar’s economy, which has already been battered by the country’s post-coup crisis.

Last month, the central bank ordered borrowers to suspend repayment of foreign loans in a
measure intended to conserve foreign currency reserves.

In April, it ordered all businesses to convert all foreign currency earnings into kyats within
one day at the official rate of 1,850 kyats, well below the informal market rate of over 2,200
kyats.

The actions only further eroded confidence in the kyat and prompted people to buy other
assets like US dollars, other foreign currencies, gold, cars and property, leading to a shortage
of dollars in the market.

Why has the central bank changed its policy?

With the central bank buying dollar earnings from exports at the official rate of 1,850
kyats—while the informal market rate stands at about 2,500 kyats—export companies last
month began setting up companies in countries like Thailand and the United Arab Emirates,
smuggling export products abroad and receiving payment in US dollars in foreign bank
accounts.

“This deprived the central bank of taxes and US dollars, so | think they eased the
regulations” as a result, said a local market analyst.

The central bank has set its exchange rate at 2,100 kyats in an effort to encourage exporters
to go through legal channels, he added.

“It is a temporary solution to the problem of the kyat’s depreciation. A free-float dollar
exchange market and [permitting] unlimited selling of earnings would improve the
situation,” said a local market analyst.
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However, the Myanmar junta is currently battling an armed revolution and renewed
conflicts with ethnic armed groups triggered by the military coup. Needing US dollars to
fund its war, it is unlikely to lift the restrictions totally anytime soon.

The World Bank projects Myanmar’s economic growth at 3 percent in the fiscal year ending
September 2022, following an 18 percent contraction last year, with firm downside risks.

Junta spokesperson Zaw Min Tun said at a press conference on July 26 that the regime had
plenty of US dollars in hand, so it wasn’t worried about a possible financial crisis like the one
that recently engulfed Sri Lanka.

One financial analyst who asked for anonymity said the junta’s ad hoc actions would not
achieve financial stability, as they did not address the main problems of a large budget
deficit, banking sector instability and a decline in foreign direct investment, which had
sapped the country’s supply of dollars.

The World Bank warned in a policy note issued on July 8 that the political and economic
chaos since the coup had destabilized the financial system. “Recent policy shifts are likely to
have longer-term effects: inhibiting potential growth, worsening macroeconomic instability,
and impairing the efficient allocation of resources,” the bank wrote in its policy note in July
2022.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-juntas-moves-to-ease-currency-rules-

wont-help-in-long-run-experts.html

China-led rare earth mining in Myanmar fuels rights abuses, pollution: report

Global Witness says Myanmar is now the largest source of the minerals used in green tech.

By RFA staff | 2022.08.09

In this early 2022 photo, a new rare earth mine is dug
into the side of a mountain in Pangwa, Kachin state,
Myanmar. Bleaching agents used in extracting rare earth
elements have tainted tributaries of Myanmar's main
river, prompted landslides and poisoned the earth,
according to witnesses, miners and local activists. Global
Witness via AP

China’s outsourcing of rare earth mining to Myanmar has prompted a rapid expansion of
the industry there, fuelling human rights abuses, damaging the environment and
propping up pro-juna militias, according to a new report published Tuesday by rights
group Global Witness.
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The report, entitled “Myanmar’s Poisoned Mountains,” used satellite imagery to
determine that what amounted to a “handful” of rare earth mines in Myanmar’s Kachin
state in 2016 had ballooned to more than 2,700 mining collection pools at almost 300
separate locations, covering an area the size of Singapore, by March 2022 — slightly
more than a year after the military seized power in a coup.

Global Witness found that China had outsourced much of its industry across the border
to a remote corner of Kachin state, which it said is now the world’s largest source of the
minerals used in green energy technologies, smartphones and home electronics.

“Our investigation reveals that China has effectively offshored this toxic industry to
Myanmar over the past few years, with terrible consequences for local communities and
the environment,” Global Witness CEO Mike Davis said in a statement accompanying the
release of the report.

Rare earth mining in Myanmar The local warlord in charge of the mining territory,

The operations are concentrated in Kachin Special Region 1, mountainous area that runs along
the border with China.

Zakhung Ting Ying, has become the “central broker” of
Myanmar’s rare earth industry, the report said, along

N R - with other leaders of militias loyal to the military
C) ;, Ké:hilf\‘;;ecial f . . . .
: Region 1 regime, making backroom deals with Chinese
‘ e\q’f : companies that are illegal under the country’s laws.
% ‘/\/ D
L It said that his militia’s links to the junta mean “there is

a high risk” that revenues from rare earth mining are

being used to fund the military’s human rights abuses
and crushing of dissent. Rights groups say security forces have killed at least 2,167
civilians and arrested more than 15,000 others since the Feb. 1, 2021, coup, mostly
during peaceful anti-junta protests.

“Rare earth mining is the latest natural resource heist by Myanmar’s military, which has
funded itself for decades by looting the country’s rich natural resources, including the
multi-billion-dollar jade, gemstone and timber industries,” Davis said.

“Since the 2021 coup, the regime has relied on natural resources to sustain its illegal
power grab and with demand for rare earths booming, the military will no doubt be
spotting an opportunity to fill its coffers and fund its abuses,” he added.

A rare earth mining operation in Kachin state,
Myanmar, March 2022. Credit: Citizen journalist

Global Witness noted that the processes used to
extract heavy rare earth minerals have polluted
local ecosystems, destroyed livelihoods and

poisoned drinking water. It said multiple health
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issues reported near the rare earth mines in China have also been reported by residents
living close to the mines in Myanmar.

Meanwhile, civil society groups and community members — including indigenous people
— who speak out against the illegal industry or refuse to give up their land to make way
for new mines face threats from the militias who run the area, the report said.

Supply chain at risk

Global Witness said that its findings come amid a huge increase in demand for the
minerals as production of green energy technologies ramps up. Sales of processed rare
earth minerals for magnet productions are expected to triple by 2035.

The group warned of a high risk that the minerals are finding their way into the supply
chains of major household name companies that use heavy rare earths in their products
including Tesla, Volkswagen, General Motors, Siemens and Mitsubishi Electric.

Davis said the report’s findings demonstrate the need for the international community to
broaden sanctions against the junta to include rare earth minerals.

“The disturbing reality is that the cash that is fuelling the environmental and human
rights abuses caused by Myanmar’s rare earth mining industry ultimately stems from the
global push to scale up renewables,” he said.

“As the climate crisis accelerates and demand for these low-carbon technologies
skyrocket, today’s findings must be a wake-up call that the green energy transition
cannot come at the cost of communities in resource-rich countries, and must instead be
equitable and sustainable, prioritizing the rights of those who are most impacted.”

sy

Rare earth ores [left] are burned down before being transported from Kachin state to China.
At right, sacks of rare earth ores await transport to China. Credit: Global Witness via AP

Global Witness called on companies to stop mining heavy rare earths in Myanmar and
ensure that minerals from the country do not enter the global supply chain.
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It also urged governments to impose import restrictions for rare earths produced in
Myanmar, impose sanctions on armed actors illegally profiting from the industry, and
introduce stronger policies to reduce the harms associated with extracting the minerals.

The U.S. Geological Survey estimates that about 240,000 tons of rare earth minerals were
mined globally in 2020, with China accounting for 140,000 tons, followed by the United
States with 38,000 tons and Myanmar with 30,000 tons.

Though China is the world's largest producer of rare earth minerals, it buys the ore from
neighboring Myanmar, exploiting its cheaper labor.

Myanmar exported more than 140,000 tons of rare earth deposits to China, worth more
than U.S. S1 billion between May 2017 and October 2021, according to China’s State
Taxation Administration.

In this early 2022 image from video, a creek in
Myanmar's Kachin state is lined with trash,
pipes and other construction materials from a
former rare earth mining site. Local villagers
have said water from the creek is no longer
usable for drinking or growing crops and that
their skin itches after being exposed to water
near rare earth mining sites. Credit: Global
Witness via AP

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/rareearths-08092022183340.html|

Mounting Proof of Crimes Against Humanity in Myanmar: UN Probe
By AFP | 9 August 2022

GENEVA, Switzerland—UN investigators on Tuesday reported mounting evidence of crimes
against humanity, including murder, torture and sexual violence, committed in Myanmar
since last year’s military coup.

The United Nations’ Independent Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar (IIMM) said
women and children were particularly being targeted.

“There are ample indications that since the military takeover in February 2021, crimes have
been committed in Myanmar on a scale and in a manner that constitutes a widespread and
systematic attack against a civilian population,” the investigators said in a statement.

Myanmar’s military seized power on Feb. 1 last year, ousting the civilian government and
arresting de facto leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.
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The junta has waged a bloody crackdown on dissent, with the violence leaving more than
2,100 civilians dead and nearly 15,000 arrested, according to a local monitoring group.

The investigation team warned in its annual report that over the 12 months to the end of
June, “the scope of potential international crimes taking place in Myanmar has broadened
dramatically”.

The IIMM was established by the UN Human Rights Council in September 2018 to collect
evidence of the most serious international crimes and prepare files for criminal prosecution.

It cooperates with the International Court of Justice and the International Criminal Court
among others.

Sexual crimes

“Perpetrators of these crimes need to know that they cannot continue to act with
impunity,” said IIMM chief Nicholas Koumjian.

The report said that according to the evidence collected, “Sexual and gender-based crimes,
including rape and other forms of sexual violence, and crimes against children have been
perpetrated by members of the security forces and armed groups.”

Koumijian said the investigators were focusing in particular on crimes committed against
women and children, which are “amongst the gravest international crimes, but they are also
historically under-reported and under-investigated.”

Children in Myanmar had been killed, tortured and arbitrarily detained, including as proxies
for their parents, the report found.

They had also been subjected to sexual violence and conscripted and trained by security
forces and armed groups.

The team, which has never been permitted to visit Myanmar, said it had nonetheless now
collected nearly 3 million “information items”, including interview statements, documents,
photographs and geospatial imagery.

The investigators said the evidence they had collected indicated that “several armed
conflicts are ongoing and intensifying on the territory of Myanmar”.

They said they were drawing up case files on specific incidents of war crimes committed in
the context of those armed conflicts, including intentional attacks directed at civilians,
indiscriminate killings and the widespread burning of villages and towns.

Nature of crimes ‘expanding’

Other UN experts and the IIMM itself had already warned that war crimes and crimes
against humanity were being committed.
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But on Tuesday, the investigators cautioned that more and more regions were becoming
engulfed in the violence, and that “the nature of the potential criminality is also expanding.”

They pointed to the junta’s execution of four political prisoners last month, marking the first
executions in the country in decades.

The IIMM also highlighted the ongoing plight of Myanmar’s Muslim Rohingya minority, five
years after a bloody 2017 crackdown that resulted in the displacement of nearly a million
people.

Most of the around 850,000 Rohingya who were driven into camps in neighboring
Bangladesh are still there, while another 600,000 are in Myanmar’s Rakhine State.

“While the Rohingya consistently express their desire for a safe and dignified return to
Myanmar, this will be very difficult to achieve unless there is accountability for the atrocities
committed against them, including through prosecutions of the individuals most responsible
for those crimes,” Koumjian said.

Last month, the International Court of Justice in The Hague threw out objections from
Myanmar’s military rulers and decided to hear a landmark case accusing the country of
genocide against the Rohingya.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/mounting-proof-of-crimes-against-humanity-in-

myanmar-un-probe.html
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