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Junta forces burn last remaining homes in Taze Township village

Situated within an area considered to be a military and Pyu Saw Htee stronghold, the village
of In Pin Thar is raided multiple times until all of its homes are destroyed

Thura Maung | Published on Feb 24, 2022

Smoke is seen rising from In Pin Thar village on
February 23, one day after the remaining houses
were burned (Supplied)

Junta forces razed what was left of the village of
In Pin Thar in Sagaing Region’s Taze Township on
Tuesday morning in their third attack on the
community in recent months, locals said.

Residents of the 40-household village had already
fled by the time of the raid.

“They torched the houses that had been spared last time,” an In Pin Thar villager told
Myanmar Now on the condition of anonymity, referring to a previous attack on the
community on January 29 in which seven homes were torched.

Some 100 soldiers stationed in the 400-household village of Kyun Lel—two miles from In Pin
Thar and 20 miles east of Taze town—initially raided In Pin Thar on December 27,
accompanied by members of the pro-military Pyu Saw Htee network.

In the first assault, a 30-year-old man named Nan Oo was abducted and later killed,
according to the villager.

“We fled right after the first raid. No one stayed behind since they started destroying
houses,” the villager said. “They ransacked every house and broke valuable items, and took
what they wanted.”

He said that these same forces carried out the subsequent attacks on In Pin Thar in January
and on Tuesday.

An officer within the anti-junta Taze People’s Defence Force (PDF) said that hundreds of
soldiers from Infantry Battalion 367 had been staying in Kyun Lel and had been providing
combat training to military supporters from other area villages in order to join the Pyu Saw
Htee.

“They are terrorising the small villages in the area. They have also asked for rice, oil and
supplies from the locals,” the officer told Myanmar Now, claiming that locals were running
away to avoid being forced to attend the military training.

A video circulating on social media showed villagers at the monastery in Kyun Lel welcoming
Myanmar army soldiers with flowers. The clip was allegedly filmed after raids on other area
villages.
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A man could be heard in the footage saying, “What can the PDFs do now? Come on, attack
us, if you dare. Ladies and gentlemen, see how the families from Kyun Lel, Muu Kyin and Bay
Yin villages are welcoming the soldiers.”

“I can sleep in peace because the army is here,” the man in the video added.

In a screenshot from a widely shared video on social
media, Kyun Lel villagers are seen welcoming
Myanmar army soldiers on February 17 (Facebook)

According to the Taze PDF officer, the villages of
Kyun Lel, Kabe and Bay Yin have historically been
supportive of the pro-military Union Solidarity and
Development Party (USDP) and generally opposed
the National League for Democracy (NLD), whose elected civilian government was ousted in
the military coup in February of last year.

The In Pin Thar villager who spoke to Myanmar Now said that locals who had supported the
NLD now feel threatened in those communities, which locals reportedly refer to as the “Pyu
Saw Htee villages,” or the “Three Pyu Saw Htee Brothers.”

“There’s nothing we can do but run,” he said.

The military council has not responded to calls for comment on the allegations against them
in Taze.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-forces-burn-last-remaining-homes-in-taze-
township-village

Junta Bombs Kill Two Civilians in Lower Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 February 2022

Two civilians were killed and four injured on Wednesday afternoon when junta jets bombed
villages in southeast Myanmar’s Kayah State.

Myanmar military jets bombed Dawkami and Silidon villages in Kayah’s Demoso Township,
according to a statement from the Karenni Nationalities Defense Force.

Banya, the director of the Karenni Human Rights Group, told The Irrawaddy that this is not
the first time that junta airstrikes have killed and injured civilians in villages and refugee
camps. He accused the military regime of committing crimes against humanity.

“It feels like the junta is conducting ethnic cleansing by destroying whole towns and
villages,” said Banya, who asked to be identified by only one of his names.

Dawkami and Silidon villages each have fewer than 100 households and each village is also
sheltering around 100 refugees.
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The two villages are about three miles from Nan Mei Khon, where fierce clashes between
regime forces and resistance groups are taking place.

“The fighting is very intense today and the junta is using excessive force with heavy
weapons, armored cars, artillery and airstrikes because many junta soldiers have been killed
during the last eight days of fighting,” said Loikaw’s People’s Defense Force in a statement.

Fighting broke out again in Demoso on February 16 when two junta armored cars and over
1,000 regime soldiers entered Heigh Kwee Dam and War Yi Phu Pha Lai Village near the
town of Moebye.

OnJanuary 17, junta jets bombed refugee camps in Shikibuu Village in Kayah’s Hpruso
Township, killing two women and a man.

Over 170,000 people have been displaced by the fighting in Kayah State, with clashes taking
place almost daily in Demoso and Pekon townships, according to the Karenni Human Rights
Group, which is assisting the refugees.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/junta-bombs-kill-two-civilians-in-lower-
myanmar.html

Military bombs civilian area in Karenni State’s Demoso Township, killing three people

The targeted villages are near the town of Nan Mei Khon and along the strategic road
connecting two resistance strongholds: Demoso and Moebye

Esther J | Published on Feb 24, 2022

A house is seen burning in Dung Ka Mee village on the
evening of February 22 (Karenni’s Voice)

Three civilians were killed and five were injured after the
Myanmar army attacked two villages in Karenni State’s
Demoso Township from the air on Wednesday evening.

A military jet bombed Dung Ka Mee and Si Li Dung,
which are separated by a road, just after 6pm, according to a volunteer rescue worker. The
villages are less than 10km from Nan Mei Khon town.

“Three civilians died on the spot. An older woman was left unconscious and is now in critical
condition,” he told Myanmar Now.

The casualties included three men, two of whom were found dead inside a house in Dung Ka
Mee, and one who had been travelling by motorcycle on the road near the house at the
time of the blast.

“The motorcyclist came along the main road, which was exactly where the military bomb
dropped and he got hit,” the rescue worker said.
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Those injured included a 60-year-old woman and a 40-year-old man, and three individuals
who have yet to be identified.

A house in each of the two villages was destroyed.

On Thursday there were reportedly three more airstrikes on the Nan Mei Khon area
between 5:30am and 12:30pm, according to the Karenni Nationalities Defence Force
(KNDF).

An injured local is seen getting medical treatment after the
air attack on Tuesday (KNDF)

Battles reignited between the junta’s forces and a Karenni
resistance alliance in Moebye, southern Shan State, on
February 16. The military has employed both heavy
weapons and airstrikes during the clashes.

“The battles actually started in Moebye and it spread to
Nan Mei Khon. You can get to Loikaw and also to Demoso through Dung Ka Mee village as it
connects Demoso and Moebye,” the rescue worker said, referring to the road where the
bombs hit.

The military council has not released any information on the incident.

According to the statement released by the KNDF, 61 junta soldiers had died in the eight
nonstop days of battles on Wednesday.

More than 20 resistance fighters had also been killed during that same period, according to
reports released by their respective guerrilla groups.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/military-bombs-civilian-area-in-karenni-states-
demoso-township-killing-three-people

Fake PDF Hustling Shopkeepers In Kachin State

KNG | 24th February 2022

The Kachin Independence Organisation (KIO) has
promised to do something against a group posing as
the People’s Defence Forces to extort money from
civilians in Myitkyina and Mogaung townships.

According to a KIO officer in Myitkyina District, the
fake group calling themselves PDF (MIS) has been
threatening shopkeepers, asking them to send them
money or they’d attack their shops with landmines. "They aren’t members of the Kachin
PDF under the KIO/KIA (Kachin Independence Army) or the other PDFs under the NUG
(National Unity Government), so we’ve started to investigate the situation and will take
action against these people.”
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“They called us and threatened us to pay them tax money or they’d attack us with a
landmine,” said a shopkeeper from Kachin State capital Myitkyina, who said he became
suspicious because he’d never heard of the group. “They told us they were members of the
PDF, but their logo wasn’t that of the PDF. That’s why we don’t believe them.” The source
said that a gold shop and motorcycle repair business have already transferred hundreds of
thousands of funds to them via Kpay.

There are reports that a group has been harassing people in Namti, KIA Battalion 11 in
Mogaung Township. The KIO officer told KNG that the real PDFs in the area are working
under the KIA and fighting against the regime and therefore they wouldn’t be allowed to
commit such racketeering against the townspeople.

A PDF member from Myitkyina said the group could be criminals or Burma Army soldiers
posing as a civilian resistance group to tarnish the PDF’s image.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/02/24/fake-pdf-hustling-shopkeepers-in-kachin-state/

Myanmar Junta Threatens to Disband Two Major Parties After They Refuse to Submit
Financial Records

By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 February 2022

The Myanmar junta-appointed Union Election Commission (UEC) has threatened two major
political parties that won majorities in the 2020 general election with disbandment if they
do not comply with its order to submit their financial accounts for inspection by March 9.

In a letter to their chairpersons dated Feb. 8, the UEC instructed the National League for
Democracy (NLD), the Shan Nationalities League for Democracy (SNLD) and two other
parties to appear before it on Feb. 14 to verify their financial accounts and expenses.

Neither the NLD nor the SNLD showed up, however, prompting the UEC to issue its warning
on Feb. 23.

The NLD and the SNLD won majorities in the Union Parliament and Shan State Parliament,
respectively, in the 2020 vote. The SNLD also came third in the nationwide parliamentary
vote.

On Feb. 26 last year, the NLD released a statement saying it does not recognize the new
election commission appointed by the junta and that its announcements are illegal.

NLD chairperson and State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has been under house arrest
since she was detained by the military hours before last year’s Feb. 1 military coup.

Sai Kyaw Nyunt, joint secretary of the SNLD, told The Irrawaddy on Thursday the party
would accept a request from the UEC to visit the party’s main headquarters and audit its
financial accounts. However, he said, “We didn’t commit any [wrongdoing], so we don’t
need to go there [to the UEC] and be investigated.”
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In written replies to questions from pro-junta media, the UEC said if the parties failed to
comply with its instruction, they would face legal action under Section 24 (c), (d) and (e) of
the Registration of Political Parties Law. Violations of these provisions of the law carry
potential punishments of a three-year suspension, having their operations halted, and
disbandment, respectively.

An NLD source told The Irrawaddy the party rejected the UEC’s call, as the junta had already
arrested almost the entire party leadership.

U Kyaw Htwe, a spokesman for the NLD’s Central Work Committee, said the decision on
whether to submit the party’s financial accounts for inspection would ultimately be made
the Central Executive Committee members.

“Our party leaders who have been detained must be released immediately. Besides, [the
UEC] needs to be a body that is legal to inspect financial accounts. This UEC was appointed
by the military council; they have no right to scrutinize political parties.”

Political parties with popular support in Myanmar are at risk of being dissolved before the
junta’s planned election in August next year.

U Khin Maung Myint, a lawyer, said that despite the UEC’s claim that it is acting in
accordance with the law, the order that parties submit their accounts for financial audit “is
not a fair demand at this time,” given that some parties’ leaders are detained or imprisoned,
or have fled to avoid arrest by junta forces.

“The intent [of the move] is to suspend or dissolve the parties, as the current [political]
situation does not favor financial inspection of parties,” he said.

Myanmar has 92 registered political parties. About half of them are proxy parties for the
military, including the Union Solidarity and Development Party.

The junta-appointed UEC has scrutinized the financial accounts of more than 70 parties. As
of Feb. 9, it had checked the accounts of 67 political parties. At least six more showed up at
the UEC to be inspected last week and this week.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-threatens-to-disband-two-
major-parties-after-they-refuse-to-submit-financial-records.html

SNLD chair says threat to suspend parties will only earn junta more enemies

The regime-appointed Union Election Commission warned that it would take action against
parties that don’t submit to audits

Nyan Hlaing Lin | Published on Feb 24, 2022

A threat by Myanmar’s junta-appointed Union Election Commission (UEC) to deregister two
of the country’s largest political parties will only result in further opposition to the regime,
according to the chair of one of the affected parties.
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An election campaign activity by SNLD in 2020
(SNLD/Facebook)

“If they want to pick a fight with organisations
that are staying neutral, like us, then they will just
be making new enemies,” said Sai Nyunt Lwin, the
chair of the Shan Nationalities League for
Democracy (SNLD).

He was responding to a warning issued by the UEC
on Wednesday that the SNLD and the ousted ruling party, the National League for
Democracy (NLD), could both have their party registrations suspended for three years if
they don’t comply with orders to submit to an audit of their finances.

Both parties declined last week to send representatives to the UEC’s office in Yangon as part
of the audit process.

Citing sections 24c and d of the Political Parties Registration Law, the UEC said that the two
parties could be forced to halt all activities for three years if they refuse to cooperate.

If they still haven’t submitted to the audit by the end of the suspension period, they will be
disbanded under section 24c of the same law, the commission said in a statement.

According to Sai Nyunt Lwin, the UEC appears to be singling out the SNLD and the NLD for
punishment.

“There are several other parties like us. | want to know why they are only focusing on us,”
he said without naming which parties he was referring to.

Speaking to Myanmar Now on Wednesday, he claimed that his party declined to respond to
the UEC summons for procedural reasons, and not because it was unwilling to be audited.

“It’s not true that we didn’t let them do the audit. We were waiting for them to come and
they didn’t,” he said, noting that audits are normally conducted on the premises of the
organisation being audited.

SNLD chair Sai Nyunt Lwin (SNLD/Facebook)

This is in contrast to the NLD’s stance, which is that the
UEC does not have the authority to issue orders
because it was not appointed by the country’s
legitimate government.

Soon after last year’s coup, the military dissolved the
UEC and appointed new members, including a new
chair who previously occupied the position under Myanmar’s former ruling junta.

Thein Soe, a former general notorious for his handling of elections held under that regime,
immediately set about overturning the results of the 2020 election, which the NLD won in a
landlside.
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Despite the regime’s claims of massive voter fraud in that election, the Thein Soe-led
UEC revealed last month that it had only discovered evidence of just over 3,200 election
offences.

Observers noted that this figure represents barely more than 0.01% of the 26m votes cast in
the election, meaning that it would have had an insignificant impact on the outcome.

Meanwhile, the junta has vowed to take legal action against the more than 420 members of
the previous UEC and nearly 2,500 local election officials for their role in alleged
irregularities.

NLD leaders and party members are also facing prosecution on charges related to the
election.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/snld-chair-says-threat-to-suspend-parties-will-
only-earn-junta-more-enemies

Conflicts displace over 800,000 people across the country since the political transition on
February 1: OCHA Myanmar

PUBLISHED 24 FEBRUARY 2022 | EMG

Homes on fire in Thantlang in late October 2021
(Photo-TWITTER via The Straits Times / ANN)

More than 800,000 people have been displaced
across the country since the February 1, 2021,
political upheaval, announced the United Nations
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA Myanmar) on February 23.

Defense Forces (PDF) continues to intensify in Kayah State in southeastern Myanmar.

According to OCHA Myanmar, some of the IDPs have been displaced by the fighting,
including a second displacement.

According to figures released by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) on February 14, about 200 returnees from Loikaw Township fled to nearby jungles,
according to a statement from OCHA Myanmar.

Fighting in Palaw Township, Tanintharyi Region, has forced about 100 people to flee their
homes since February 3, according to a statement from OCHA Myanmar.

UNHCR and its partners continue to gather information and the number of displaced
persons is expected to continue to rise, according to a statement from the OCHA Myanmar.
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Humanitarian access is difficult in southeastern Myanmar. In Demawso, Pruhso and Loikaw
townships, electricity, water, internet and mobile services have been cut off in recent
months, according to the OCHA Myanmar.

A statement from OCHA Myanmar said that humanitarian workers needed immediate
access to conflict-affected areas to provide emergency assistance.

According to UNHCR figures released on February 14, the number of displaced people in the
southeast has risen to 226,400 after February 2021, according to OCHA Myanmar.

It said 91,900 displaced people in Kayah State, 71,800 displaced people in Kayin State,
51,800 displaced people in southern Shan State, 7,500 displaced people in Mon State, 2,600
displaced people in Tanintharyi Region and about 800 displaced people in Bago Region.

About 823,400 people have been displaced across the country since the February 1, 2021
political upheaval, including 45,300 people fleeing the fighting, according to OCHA
Myanmar.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/conflicts-displace-over-800000-people-across-the-
country-since-the-political-transition-on

Myanmar junta torture and the breaking of international law

By Mizzima Editorial |

An aerial view of Insein prison in Yangon. Photo: EPA

Since the Myanmar military grabbed control of the country in
a coup in February 2021, one of their evil methods to break
people and fight the opposition is the use of torture.

: A Last week, Mizzima received notice of a letter — passed on by
the Dagon Unlver5|ty Students' Union — written by an imprisoned student about the torture
of political prisoners and the lack of health care in Insein Prison in Yangon. The letter
described the torture of political prisoners in the facility, calling on foreign organizations and
the media to raise the issue.

The letter talks about the apparent refusal to treat serious medical conditions — including
those resulting from the brutalizing of inmates by the prison authorities. One inmate was
badly treated during interrogation and kept falling unconscious in his cell, to be revived by
his fellow inmates, but no treatment was provided.

In another case, an inmate, who had been hit by a car during a protest and arrested, was
clearly badly injured, but no treatment was given, according to the student’s letter.

Often political prisoners are brutally interrogated in prisons or detention centres around
Myanmar in attempts to obtain information, often with serious injury to the prisoner. In a
number of cases, the prisoner has died. There are several documented cases of political
prisoners and journalists being brutalized in prison, with some dying. Typically, the prison

Page 10 of 45



authorities will try to cover up the circumstances of the death, cremating the person before
the family can see their loved one.

Needless to say, such brutal behaviour by the Myanmar junta authorities breaks
international law.

As the student notes in his letter, these serious actions conducted by the Military Council
need to be exposed to the local and international community.

The United Nations, ASEAN and governments around the world need to put pressure on the
Myanmar junta to refrain from torture and other inhumane treatment of prisoners.

As the student noted: “I call on the international community and relevant organizations in
Myanmar to provide adequate medical care and assistance for political prisoners and other
detainees in the prisons.”

https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-junta-torture-and-breaking-international-law

Myanmar Army fears the Arakan Army as it strengthens its hold over Rakhine

By Kyaw Linn |

Arakan Army soldiers are seen in a video released by the AA.
Photo: AA Info Desk

The last two years have seen the Arakan Army (AA) strengthen
its hold over Rakhine State and extend a number of self-
administered zones.

In such areas, the AA controls both the judiciary and the legislation. This is true in a lot of
Northern Rakhine State where the Myanmar junta has been facing many challenges since
the coup.

The Myanmar Army dislikes this kind of autonomy, but It has suffered in recent fighting with
the AA. Despite engaging the AA in skirmishes the Myanmar Army has never opened a
military front against the AA. Some observers believe that this is because the Myanmar
Army is fearful of the AA and sees them as a dangerous threat.

On 17 December 2021, the Arakan Army's political wing (ULA) released a statement alerting
the people of Rakhine State to the possibility of a conflict between ethnic Rakhines and the
Rohingya.

Recently, there have been some worrying cases of arson in Rakhine State. Two paddy fields
and a pile of hay were burnt to ashes in Mrauk Oo. There was a similar case of arson in
Kyaukphyu Township when a middle school was burned down and administrative staff were
killed in Maungdaw Township.

The Myanmar Army has been threatening both ethnic Rakhine and Rohingya villagers,
telling them not to support the AA.
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If the Rohingya and ethnic Rakhine start cooperating it will be a blow to the Myanmar Army.
It will be harder for it to achieve its aims.

The Rohingya have been unwilling to fight the ethnic Rakhines since Thein Sein was
president between 2011 and 2015. Previous conflicts between the two communities have
resulted in large casualties and much suffering on both sides.

Prior to the coup the Rohingya and ethnic Rakhines were not treated the same by the
authorities, who banned the Rohingya from travelling outside of Rakhine State and even
restricted their movement within the state, while permitting the ethnic Rakhines to travel
freely anywhere in the country. This has meant that the proportion of Muslims among the
Rakhine State population has risen.

The government has not been interested in helping either community and instead has
fomented inter-ethnic unrest between the two communities for its own political benefit.
The AA is taking a different view and wants to avoid inter-ethnic conflict.

The AA first started fighting the Myanmar military in 2015 and there was intense fighting
between them in late 2018. So far, over 100 civilians have died in the fighting and 300
people have been arrested under suspicion of being AA soldiers. Some were arrested and
killed in custody. Over 200,000 people have been displaced by the fighting and are now
living in Internally displaced people’s (IDP) camps.

The Myanmar Army has also suffered heavy losses fighting the AA, despite using forces from
the army, air force and navy against them.

The military indiscriminately attacked villages with jet fighters because they suspected AA
fighters were sheltering there and Myanmar Navy ships patrolling rivers fired on villages.
They have also often been used to transport soldiers around because they fear travelling
overland.

But, in November 2020, three months before the coup, there was a ceasefire between the
two forces. Khine Thu Kha, an AA spokesperson said: “As long as the Myanmar Army does
not attack, everywhere is peaceful in Myanmar." The AA have also declared that they will

not get involved in the anti-coup revolution.

The Arakan Army was established in Kachin State in April 2009 by about 20 young people,
including General Htwan Myat Naing. It was the latest powerful revolutionary group to join
Myanmar’s Ethnic armed organisations (EAOs). The AA started fighting the government in
about 2015 and increased its attacks because it believed that Aung San Suu Kyi and the
National League for Democracy (NLD) had no interest in the welfare and desires of the
people in Rakhine State and were more interested in preserving the NLD’s power.

Now the AA is watching and has not been getting directly involved in political arguments
since the NLD was accused of vote-rigging and the military takeover in February 2021,
despite the National Unity Government (NUG) in exile and other EAOs trying to persuade
them to get involved in the revolution against the coup.
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https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-army-fears-arakan-army-it-strengthens-its-
hold-over-rakhine

Cambodian, Malaysian PMs Call on Myanmar Junta to Implement ASEAN Consensus
By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 February 2022

The Cambodian and Malaysian prime ministers called for the “timely and effective
implementation” of ASEAN’s Five-Point Consensus on Myanmar during a meeting in Phnom
Penh on Thursday, the two countries said in a joint statement.

Malaysian Prime Minister Ismail Sabri Yaakob met with his counterpart Hun Sen to cap a
two-day visit to Cambodia, the current holder of the rotating chair of ASEAN, of which
Malaysia and Myanmar are also members.

According to the statement, the two leaders “underscored the critical importance of
ensuring the effective and timely implementation of the Five-Point Consensus,” which was
reached at a summit of ASEAN leaders in April last year. The consensus calls for an
immediate cessation of violence in Myanmar and the facilitation of dialogue between all
parties to the conflict, mediated by the regional bloc’s special envoy, among other steps.
Myanmar’s military seized power from the country’s democratically elected government on
Feb. 1 last year, detaining its civilian leadership and launching a brutal crackdown on dissent
that has killed more than 1,500 mostly peaceful opponents while also sparking an armed
resistance movement.

Senior leaders of Myanmar’s military junta have been barred from recent ASEAN meetings
over the regime’s failure to implement the consensus.

According to Thursday’s statement, at the meeting “Malaysia expressed full support for the
work of the ASEAN Chair’s Special Envoy on Myanmar and looks forward to the first visit” to
Myanmar by the envoy, a post currently held by Cambodian Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn.

As ASEAN chair, Hun Sen has been criticized for unilaterally deciding to travel to Naypyitaw
last month to meet with junta leader Min Aung Hlaing, a move seen by many as conferring
legitimacy on the regime. Kuala Lumpur has been among those critics; Malaysian Foreign
Minister Saifuddin Abdullah said recently that the Cambodian leader should have consulted
with other ASEAN leaders before traveling to Naypyitaw. According to the Associated Press,
Hun Sen responded that Malaysia’s foreign minister should not be “arrogant” and
disrespectful of the ASEAN chair.

At Thursday’s meeting, Ismail also raised the issue of the hundreds of thousands of people,
mostly Rohingya Muslims, displaced from Myanmar’s Rakhine State by the Myanmar
military’s clearance operations in 2017. Over 700,000 people fled Myanmar during the crisis
and are still sheltering in neighboring Bangladesh. According to the statement, Ismail
“reiterated the importance of addressing the root causes of the conflict and their
repatriation in a voluntary, safe and dignified manner.”
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UN report details arms sales to Myanmar, but no arms embargo from UN Security Council
By Mizzima |

The United Nations has released a report entitled “Enabling Atrocities: UN Member States’
Arms Transfers to the Myanmar Military” that lists four countries that continued selling
arms to Myanmar following the junta coup in February 2021.

It also lists another five countries that were previously selling arms to the Myanmar military
prior to the coup, but that have now stopped.

The four countries still selling arms to Myanmar are: China, The Russian Federation, India
and Serbia. Among the arms being supplied are attack aircraft from China, fighter aircraft
and air defence systems from the Russian Federation, rockets and artillery shells from Serbia
and remote-control weapons stations from India.

The five countries mentioned in the report that were previously selling arms to the
Myanmar military that have now stopped doing so were: Belarus, Ukraine, Israel, Pakistan
and the Republic of Korea.

The UN Security Council has not yet decided to ban arms sales from these countries to
Myanmar, according to Thinzar Shunlei Yi, the advocacy coordinator for the Action
Committee for Democracy Development, a coalition of 12 community-based social and
political networks comprised of diverse backgrounds established in 2013 to build a
democratic federal state in Myanmar.

She said: "The UN Security Council has not yet been able to pass a resolution calling for an
immediate arms embargo. Cutting arms sales and sanctions can only slow down existing
crimes. We have not yet talked about the political environment and the justice that the
people deserve.”

The European Union (EU) has also announced sanctions against twenty-two people
including military council ministers, the Myanmar Oil and Gas Enterprise (MOGE), the No (1)
Mining Enterprise, Tay Za’s Htoo Company and Nay Aung’s IGE Company, in response to the
military coup and military dictatorship in Myanmar. According to Thinzar Shunlei Yi, it is a
step in the right direction but more sanctions are needed to stop the Myanmar military
dictatorship's continued violence against civilians and pro-democracy groups.

"The international community beginning to sanction MOGE, the withdrawal of oil and gas
companies from Myanmar, and the addition of the word ‘accountability’ to the UN
declaration are all improvements compared to the past,” she said. “It is slowly having an
effect, but we have to push as hard as we can to prevent these mechanisms from becoming
assassins support mechanisms.”

Page 14 of 45



https://www.mizzima.com/article/un-report-details-arms-sales-myanmar-no-arms-
embargo-un-security-council

Myanmar Rohingya Genocide Case Is Legitimate, Gambia Tells UN’s Top Court
By AFP | 24 February 2022

Gambia insisted on Wednesday on the legitimacy of its allegations, brought before the UN’s
top court, that the Myanmar military committed genocide against Rohingya Muslims, after
the Buddhist nation’s ruling junta tried to get them dismissed.

Gambia dragged Myanmar before the International Court of Justice (ICJ) in 2019, accusing it
of genocide against the Rohingya Muslim minority following a bloody 2017 military
crackdown.

“We seek to protect not only the rights of the Rohingya, but our own rights as a state party
to the genocide convention,” Gambia’s attorney general, Dawda Jallow, told the court.

They were doing that “by holding Myanmar to its... obligation not to commit genocide, not
to incite genocide and to prevent unpunished genocide,” he added.

“These violations of the genocide convention are a stain on our collective conscience and it
would be irresponsible to pretend that it is not our business,” the Gambian lawyer told
judges.

In court on Monday, Myanmar struck out at Gambia for having brought the case before the
Hague-based ICJ, set up after World War Il to rule in disputes between countries.

Its lawyers accused Gambia of not acting as a “country in its own right”, but as a proxy for
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, a 57-member body set up in 1969 to represent
global Muslim interests.

Long-running proceedings
Jallow dismissed that argument.
“This is very much a dispute between The Gambia and Myanmar,” he said.

“We make it our business when we, as civilized nations committed ourselves to the pact
under the 1948 Genocide Convention,” Jallow added.

When the case opened in December 2019, Myanmar State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
personally represented her country at the ICJ, but she was ousted as civilian leader in a
military coup last year.

The Nobel peace laureate, who faced criticism from rights groups for her involvement in the
case, is now under house arrest and on trial by the same generals she defended in The
Hague.
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Around 850,000 Rohingya from Myanmar are languishing in camps in neighboring
Bangladesh while another 600,000 Rohingya remain in Myanmar’s southwestern Rakhine
state.

Gambia’s lawyers, quoting recent human rights organization reports, said the Rohingya
remained vulnerable.

“The Rohingya remain at grave risk of mass atrocity crimes,” lawyer Paul S. Reichler warned
the court.

The Rohingya case at the ICJ has been complicated by the coup that ousted Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi and her civilian government, triggering mass protests and a bloody military
crackdown.

More than 1,500 civilians have been killed, according to a local monitoring group.

The ICJ made a provisional order in January 2020 that Myanmar must take “all measures” to
prevent the alleged genocide of the Rohingya while the years-long proceedings are under
way.

But the European Union on Monday heaped more sanctions on Myanmar officials, saying it
was “deeply concerned by the continuing escalation of violence in Myanmar and the
evolution towards a protracted conflict with regional implications.”

The bloc added 22 junta officials, bring to 65 the number of individuals on the sanctions list,
and added four companies tied to the regime, making 10 overall.

Among those targeted were the ministers for investment, industry and information, officials
at the election commission and senior members of the military.

The ICJ judges must now decide whether the court has the jurisdiction to hear the case. If so
the case could still take several years.

Decisions by its judges are final and cannot be appealed, although the court has limited
means of enforcing them.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-rohingya-genocide-case-is-legitimate-
gambia-tells-uns-top-court.html

Rohingya refugees reject return to Myanmar without assurances

They say the junta is trying to placate the international community amid an international
genocide hearing.

2022.02.24

Ethnic Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh will not return to their home in neighboring
Myanmar’s Rakhine state unless they are granted equal rights and freedom of
movement, they said Thursday, days after the junta announced that it is preparing for
their immediate repatriation.
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Rohingya at the Kutupalaung refugee camp in
Bangladesh, Oct. 6, 2021. AFP

The junta’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs said on Feb.
20 that it is readying the return of “displaced
persons from Rakhine state.” The announcement
notably avoided both the use of the term
“Rohingya,” a mostly Muslim ethnicity that the
military says does not exist in Myanmar, and the
term “Bengali,” which the junta favors and implies the group is originally from
Bangladesh.

The junta statement also called for a meeting with the secretary-general of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), saying that after agreeing to the bloc’s
initial recommendations on the re-admission of displaced persons in Rakhine state,
assistance is needed to implement them.

Rohingya refugees and activists in Bangladesh told RFA’s Myanmar Service on Thursday
that they have no confidence the junta will act on the recommendations and said they
need assurances their rights will be protected before they return.

Ali Jenner, a Rohingya refugee from the Baluhali refugee camp in Bangladesh’s Cox’s
Bazar district, said he and others in the camp “have no trust in the junta at all.”

“If the Rohingya people can get equal citizenship, security rights, equal rights and all our
original rights as other citizens there, then we can agree to go back,” he said.

The West African nation of Gambia filed a case at the ICJ in November 2019 accusing
Myanmar of violating the 1948 Genocide Convention during the alleged expulsion of
hundreds of thousands of Rohingya amid a brutal crackdown in 2017.

The ICJ, which is the judicial arm of the United Nations, began hearings on Feb. 21, the
day after the junta statement on returning refugees, to determine whether it has
jurisdiction to examine claims that atrocities committed by the Myanmar military against
the Rohingya constituted a genocide.

The hearings are scheduled to last until Feb. 28 and will include arguments presented by
representatives of Myanmar and Gambia

The junta’s defense lawyers — Christopher Staker and Stefan Talmon — have argued that
Gambia submitted its case on behalf of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation and that
the ICJ has no jurisdiction because the OIC is not a country. They also argue that Gambia
is not an aggrieved country and has no right to sue Myanmar.

Gambia defended its right to sue Myanmar in an appeal issued on Feb. 23. Gambian
Attorney General Dawda Jallow says the case was not only brought to the ICJ to protect
the rights of the Rohingya, but to uphold Gambia’s rights as a signatory to the U.N.
Convention on Genocide.
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The International Court of Justice hears
proceedings in a trial on charges of genocide
against Myanmar in The Hague, Netherlands, Dec.
10, 2019. Reuters

Response to pressure

Rohingya living in refugee camps in southeastern
Bangladesh have said they are hopeful that the ICJ can bring justice for the Myanmar
military’s rights violations against the ethnic minority group.

But others are wary of how the case may influence the junta in the near term.

Khin Maung, the founder of the activist group Rohingya Youth Union, who lives in
Thinkhali Refugee Camp No. 13 in Bangladesh, said he cannot trust a junta statement he
believes was issued as a response to international pressure.

“We welcome the fact that they want to call us home. But did they create necessary
conditions for us to return to Rakhine state? That’s what we should be thinking about,”
he said.

“[Junta chief Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing] is trying to use us for his advantage. He is doing
this because of international pressure and not because of goodwill. We are ready to go
back, no matter who makes the decision to call us back, but it is impossible to return
unless our requirements are met.”

Khin Maung said it is “impossible” for Rohingyas to return home without guarantees of
citizenship or security and freedom of movement in the areas where they had previously
lived. Discussions about a repatriation should first be held with the Rohingyas
themselves, he said.

‘Crimes on a nationwide scale’

However, junta Deputy Information Minister Zaw Min Tun told RFA that the plan to
repatriate the Rohingya was created long prior to the ICJ hearings and was not part of a
bid to placate the international community.

He said the Rohingya had previously said they would accept the offer to return to
Rakhine state, but that Bangladesh had refused to let them leave.

“We have been saying all along that we will accept and let them live as before.
Accommodations were prepared,” he said.

“It’s just that they didn’t come back even after we made three or four offers. The other
side did not release them ... They are working on it with a political agenda.”

Rohingya activist Nay San Lwin told RFA that members of her ethnic group cannot expect
that their rights will be respected by the junta when “the military is currently committing
crimes against humanity on a nationwide scale.”
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In the year since Myanmar’s military seized power from the country’s democratically
elected government in a Feb. 1, 2021, coup, security forces have killed nearly 1,580
people across the country.

“Even if the Rohingya return, it will probably be just a handful,” Nay San Lwin said. “Most
of them have said that they will return only if they can live in peace with the full basic
rights they deserve.”

Reported by RFA’s Myanmar Service. Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in
English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/reject-02242022180501.html
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