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Sixty Young Children Trapped in Myanmar Junta Raid
By THE IRRAWADDY | 2 August 2022

Sixty young children were trapped in their school when Myanmar junta helicopters attacked
a village in Myinmu Township, Sagaing Region, on Monday.

Troops arrived in two helicopters at Latpankyin village in the north of the township while
two Russian-made MI-35 helicopters attacked the village, although there had been no
fighting with anti-regime forces, according to a resistance group.

A villager was shot dead and another injured while they were farming outside the village, Ko
Nway Oo, a leader of the Civil Defense and Security Organization of Myaung, who witnessed
the junta raid, told The Irrawaddy on Tuesday.

The dead villager’s body was left behind by fleeing villagers but the injured woman was
evacuated.

Around 100 villagers were reportedly detained while around 60 pupils were trapped in the
school run by the civilian National Unity Government.

The helicopters also attacked a neighboring village, said Ko Nway O, who witnessed the
airstrikes.

Pro-regime Telegram channel Fifty Two News reported on Tuesday that regime troops killed
five people’s defense force (PDF) members and seize many improvised firearms,
ammunition and equipment, six vehicles and 30 motorbikes during a raid on a camp in the
village.

However, Ko Nway Oo said none of his comrades in the village were killed. He said those
killed must be villagers.

On Tuesday morning, the same troops burned betel farms outside the village while shelling
neighboring villages. The conditions of detained Latpankyin villagers and children are
unknown until Tuesday.

Large numbers of troops are deployed at the entrances to Myimu town.

Last Wednesday the regime raided and burned down a PDF camp in Myinmu Township
using five helicopters, including two MI-35s.

Following the raid, troops killed four civilians after occupying a nearby village.

Amid daily attacks from PDFs and ethnic armed organizations, junta forces have relentlessly
committed atrocities and arbitrary killings, burned people alive, used civilians as human
shields, conducted airstrikes and shelled residential areas, looted and burned houses and
committed acts of sexual violence.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/sixty-young-children-trapped-in-myanmar-junta-
raid.html
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Junta troops kill 5 in raid on school run by Myanmar shadow government

The raid in Sagaing region came amid reports of military arson attacks in the area.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.08.02

A burned-out bus lies by the side of the road in
Tin Tein Yan, Ye-U township, Sagaing region
after military forces raided the village. DPY PDF

Junta troops killed five people and detained
more than 110 others during a raid on a
village school run by Myanmar’s shadow
e o S National Unity Government (NUG) in
embattled Sagaing region, residents and state media said Tuesday.

News of the Monday raid on the school in Myinmu township’s Let Pa Kyin village, located
about 100 kilometers (62 miles) west of Mandalay, came amid reports that the military
razed more than 500 buildings in four days of arson attacks on the village of Tin Tein Yan
in Sagaing’s nearby Ye-U township.

A resident of Let Pa Kyin who escaped the raid on Let Pa Kyin told RFA Burmese that
more than 50 troops arrived at the village in a convoy of five military helicopters.

“IThe helicopters] brought the soldiers in group after group. It took about an hour and a
half,” said the resident, who spoke on condition of anonymity citing security concerns.

“Some soldiers were dropped around the village and some in the school compound. The
children were scared and ran away. Though the older ones escaped, the young ones
didn’t.”

At least 113 civilians were arrested in the raid, including teachers and students, villagers

said.

A second resident, who also declined to be named, said the raid began at around 10 a.m.
on Monday when classes at the NUG-sponsored school were in session and villagers were
engaged in their daily routines.

“If the army had approached the village from the ground, [anti-junta forces] in the area
could have given a warning and the villagers would have been able to run and avoid the
soldiers. But in the case of an air raid, there is no way to know in advance,” he said,
adding that those who escaped had only a moment’s notice.

“We're at their mercy. We can't say anything [about our status] for sure. The situation is
totally unsafe. We can't do anything except worry.”

The resident said he could only “pray for the release of those arrested.”

Let Pa Kyin village is home to about 250 houses and more than 1,000 residents. Sources
said that during the raid, many villagers were forced to flee to nearby areas for safety.
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A report in the junta’s Myanma Alin newspaper on Tuesday said that the military was
carrying out arrests of anti-junta People’s Defense Force (PDF) paramilitaries who had
gathered in Let Pa Kyin village.

After a brief clash, it said, the military “seized five bodies,” as well as homemade
weapons and ammunition from a PDF camp it captured about 500 meters (one-third of a
mile) northwest of the village.

A total of 113 people — 49 men and 73 women — were detained in the village and are
“being questioned as needed,” the report added.

Military forces wreak havoc on villages Status unclear

Five people were killed and 113 detained when the military raided Let Pa Kyin village, and
more than 500 houses and shops burned down in Tin Tein Yan village, residents and junta A |Oca | PDF mem be r Wh Oa Sked to

papers said. Both are not far from Mon Taing Pin, where a military unit massacred 29

villagers in June. remain anonymous told RFA that his
group had prepared to hold a
g Moo Tsin Fin meeting at a location in Let Pa Kyin
. village on Monday but was delayed
b and was therefore able to escape the
Sagaing region arrests.
g A A fighter with the Myinmu Township
Myinmu township ' PDF said the group had yet to confirm
) ‘ the Myanma Alin report of five dead
— in the raid.

“l don't know about the death of five
PDF members,” he said, adding that his group will fight back against military raids
targeting Myinmu township “by any means necessary,” regardless of whether troops use
helicopters or other superior weaponry.

Residents told RFA that junta troops were still stationed in Let Pa Kyin as of Tuesday and
that the status of the village remains unclear.

When contacted by RFA, junta Minister of Social Affairs for Sagaing Region Aye Hlaing
said he was “unaware” of the reports of the raid on Let Pa Kyin.

A resident of Myinmu township said villagers are less safe than ever as the military ramps
up its use of helicopters to conduct raids in the area.

"Look at all the incidents that have taken place. Villages have been burned. They shoot at
anything they see from their helicopters and the people are suffering,” he said.

“In Let Pa Kyin, two boys who were herding their goats died, as did a woman working at a
betel nut farm. Another worker was wounded. They were not PDF fighters. The soldiers
are now committing their war crimes from the air as they cannot move freely on the
ground [due to the opposition].”

Residents told RFA that Monday’s attack followed one on July 27, when troops in four
helicopters raided Myinmu’s Mu Mandalay village. They said that the military had cut off
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internet access to the area amid the raids, forcing more than 5,000 villagers to flee their
homes.

More than 500 homes and ships were torched in Tin Tein
Yan, Ye-U township, Sagaing region after military forces
raided the village. Credit: DPY PDF

Buildings razed

Reports of the raid on Let Pa Kyin came as residents of
Sagaing’s nearby Ye-U township told RFA that the military
had destroyed more than 500 buildings between July 28
and July 31 in arson attacks on the village of Tin Tein Yan,
located around 170 kilometers (105 miles) northwest of
Mandalay.

The buildings destroyed in the fires included the area’s
Thegon Gyi Monastery, around 250 shops in the local market — including an office run by
the MPT telecom company — 312 homes, five rice mills and two cooking oil plants, they
said, while several cars and motorcycles were also burned.

“Altogether, around two-thirds of the village has been razed to the ground — it’s like a
wasteland,” said one resident of Tin Tein Yan, who asked to remain anonymous.

“Some villagers are now cleaning up the mess. They have to make arrangements to build
temporary shelters. Apart from those who are cleaning up, the rest of the villagers don't
dare return.”

Residents said the raids were carried out by a column of nearly 100 soldiers from the No.
701 Light Infantry Battalion, headquartered in Yangon region’s Hmawbi township. They
said that prior to entering the village on July 27, the troops killed a 43-year-old man at an
irrigation ditch located around 6.5 kilometers (4 miles) outside of the township’s Zigone
village.

Approximately 250 shops in the Tin
Tein Yan village market were
destroyed. The inset photo shows the
market before the attack. Credit:
Citizen journalist

RFA was not able to independently
confirm the claims by villagers in Tin
Tein Yan and the junta had yet to
release any information about military operations in the area on Tuesday.

Tin Tein Yan is one of the area’s larger villages, with about 600 houses, a market, a high
school, a sub-district clinic and a railway station. The village serves as a hub on the
railway line that runs from the seat of Ye-U township to Sagaing’s largest city Monywa,
located around 90 kilometers (55 miles) southwest via the town of Budalin.
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Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/school-08022022182516.html

Resistance Fighters Seized in Myanmar Junta Safe House Raid
By THE IRRAWADDY | 2 August 2022

Myanmar junta troops raided a resistance safe house and detained around 10 fighters in
Aungmyaythazan Township, Mandalay, on Monday.

The Myanmar Return Ranger Force (MRRF) leader and members of other groups were
seized, according to revolutionary sources.

Bo Phoenix, a leader of a Mandalay group, said: “Their phones were seized and the regime
has taken control of their apps. We alerted those who had contact with them. | think the
house was raided because the regime noticed that only men were living there.”

The MRRF and two other groups have attacked the military-owned Myawaddy Bank,
Kanbawza Bank, which is owned by pro-junta crony U Aung Ko Win, administrative offices,
and other junta-linked targets since April in Mandalay.

The identities of the detainees, their organizations and where they were taken are
unknown, said resistance groups.

On Monday, junta soldiers detained a young man from a filling station in Mandalay. They
later sent him back to the filling station, saying that they arrested the wrong person and
detained one of his colleagues.

In early July, resistance fighters from DRM Rangers Mandalay were arrested during a raid on
a safe house. The regime has stepped up security checks and arrests of young people since
early July, according to residents and resistance groups. More than 80 resistance fighters
and civilians have been detained so far.

“The regime is targeting protest leaders and urban resistance fighters. But it has also
detained those who have nothing to do with the revolution who are prosecuted with
trumped-up charges,” said Bo Phoenix.

Junta soldiers, police and armed men in civilian clothes are carrying out security checks on
roads, using private cars and vehicles from charities and monasteries.

The regime has also been checking houses for overnight guests as it hunts for protest
leaders and resistance fighters. Troops surround areas before knocking on doors to prevent
suspects escaping, said resistance fighters.

“Arrests have significantly increased. Some resistance fighters have been arrested without
their comrades’ knowledge. Searching houses for overnight guests has also increased,” said
a Mandalay People’s Rescue member.
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A man was detained in Maha Aungmyay Township on July 27 and raids followed that day
and his comrades were detained. The following day, five people, including three members
of a family, were detained. The same day, withesses saw a young man pointing out houses
at gunpoint.

Bo Ye Kaung from Shwebo People’s Defense Force said: “Soldiers shoot to kill us in raids
although they could capture us alive. Some die in interrogation. Some are held in solitary
confinement.”

On July 29, U Aung Naing Soe, the National League for Democracy chairman for
Nyaungbintha village in Patheingyi Township, was detained by five police officers and his
whereabouts are unknown.

Some resistance groups, including DRM Rangers, have suspended operations, while others
have left Mandalay.

“The regime has been combing Mandalay for us. We barely receive intelligence from the
public so it is difficult to continue our operations in Mandalay and we have to move our
base,” said Bo Naung Lay from the Black Death group.

He said the group told people to avoid going near junta soldiers and regime-linked buildings
and not to alert the regime if they find something suspicious. He said they have aborted
missions because civilians show up at the wrong time.

Junta boss Min Aung Hlaing said in his speech on Monday that 4,026 attacks targeting junta-
linked targets had taken place in Sagaing since the coup, 2,442 in Yangon, 2,194 in Mandalay
and 1,359 in Magwe.

According to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, 11,820 people had been
detained by July 29 since last year’s coup and 1,364 of them have been given prison
sentences. An estimated 119 have been given death sentences, 42 of whom in absentia.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/resistance-fighters-seized-in-myanmar-junta-
safe-house-raid.html

Father and daughter killed by Myanmar army shelling

The two victims were in a camp for displaced villagers at the time of the incident; three
others were injured

Esther J | Published on Aug 2, 2022

A displaced villager watches over the body of Margaret, a
13-year-old girl killed by a Myanmar army shell on July 31
(Supplied)

A Myanmar army shell fired at a camp for displaced villagers
./ killed a 13-year-old girl and her father in Karenni (Kayah)
& State’s Demoso Township on Sunday, according to

/)
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resistance sources.

The girl, identified only as Margaret, died instantly when a piece of shrapnel from the
120mm shell hit her in the head, said a spokesperson for the Demoso People’s Defence
Force (PDF).

Margaret’s father, who suffered similar injuries, died the next day, he added. Her 17-year-
old brother and her uncle were also injured in the explosion, but are both in stable
condition.

“All four of them lived in the same house. The shell fell while they were chatting together,”
the spokesperson said, adding that another piece of shrapnel landed some 800m away,
slightly injuring a nine-year-old boy who also lives in the camp.

“There was no fighting going on at the time, so it’s safe to assume that they were targeting
the camp,” he told Myanmar Now on Monday.

It was unclear which unit of the Myanmar military was responsible for the incident. Both
Infantry Battalion 102, based in Demoso, and Light Infantry Battalion 428, based in Hpruso,
have fired heavy artillery in the area in the past, he said.

There are also junta troops stationed in at least seven wards and villages in and around the
towns of Demoso and Nan Mei Khon, he added.

According to the Progressive Karenni People’s Force (PKPF), a local youth organisation, a
total of 255 civilians have been killed by junta forces in Karenni State and southern Shan
State’s Pekhon Township since last year’s coup.

At least 38 of these victims were people displaced by the conflict, the PKPF said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/father-and-daughter-killed-by-myanmar-army-
shelling

Youths Accused Of Killing Southern Shan State Leader

By SHAN - August 2, 2022

The Burma Army (BA) has arrested ten youths accused of killing a local leader in Nyaung
Shwe, southern Shan State.

Nyaung Shwe Township

A youth requesting anonymity told SHAN that the
army arrested the youths after Mingalar ward
administer Thaw Tar was shot dead.

S s better if the local youths hide in a safe place,”
said the youth, who’s himself in hiding. He said he didn’t know the accused but had heard
that they’d been taken to Tawng Lay Lon prison following the killing of Thaw Tar on the
morning of 21 July.
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“Some parents have tried to visit their son,” the youth said.
None of the armed groups have taken responsibility for the killing of the administrator.

In early July, the urban guerrilla group ‘Assassin For Justice’ released plans for a “mission” in
Nyaung Shwe Township and warned locals to be careful when travelling.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25240

Over 1,400 Myanmar Troops, 150 Resistance Fighters Killed in Kayah Since Coup
By THE IRRAWADDY | 2 August 2022

More than 1,400 Myanmar junta soldiers and almost 150 resistance fighters were killed
during clashes in Kayah State over the past 14 months since last year’s military coup.

Armed resistance against military rule in the state began in late May last year while regime
forces were conducting lethal crackdowns on peaceful anti-regime demonstrations across
the country.

Since then, intense firefights, heavy air strikes and bombardments have been reported in
the state nearly every day.

Currently, the Karenni Nationalities Defense Forces (KNDF); the Karenni Army—which is the
armed wing of the Karenni National Progressive Party—and many People’s Defense Force
groups are fighting against regime forces in the state and in neighboring townships in
southern Shan State.

The Progressive Karenni People Force (PKPF), an ethnic rights group that documents human
rights violations and incidents in the state, said on Monday that 1,451 regime troops and
147 resistance fighters were killed in a total of 393 clashes through July 31. During the
clashes, the junta conducted 157 air strikes on both resistance forces and civilian areas.

The PKPF said 255 civilians were killed during the incidents along with 38 internally
displaced persons. Meanwhile, 260 civilians have been detained by regime forces.

Military weapons, ammunition and equipment seized
by resistance forces during a raid on regime forces in
Hpruso Township, Kayah State in June / KNDF

A total of 1,133 houses and 23 religious buildings
were also destroyed in regime forces’ indiscriminate
attacks and arson attacks.

As of May 31, 153,600 people out of an estimated
total population of 300,000 in Kayah State had been
forced to flee their homes due to the conflict, according to the Institute for Strategy and
Policy Myanmar, a think tank.
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The resistance group KNDF said on Monday that a total of 48 clashes with regime forces
broke out in the state in July alone, killing 88 junta soldiers and two resistance members. In
the shootouts, the military regime conducted 21 air strikes against resistance forces.

Regime forces also looted 60 million kyats (US$32,500) in cash and stole a civilian vehicle
while torching a house, two vehicles and three motorbikes.

During the clashes, resistance forces managed to seize 21 military weapons and some
ammunition, the KNDF claimed.

The Myanmar junta faces increasingly intense attacks and ambushes from PDFs and ethnic
armed organizations across the country nearly every day.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/over-1400-myanmar-troops-150-resistance-
fighters-killed-in-kayah-since-coup.html

Kawthoolei Army: How a broken system and a disrespect for the rules of law in the KNU
gave birth to another armed group in Karen State

On July 17, Karen community worldwide- both inside and outside the Karen State- was
awoken to the bad news that Gen. Ner Dah Mya, the former head of the Karen National
Defense Organization has formed his own militia, the Kawthoolei Army.

Karen News | 2 August 2022

By Saw Greh Moo*

Gen. Ner Dah Mya was sacked last year by the Karen
National Union over the alleged killing of 25 suspected
Burmese military spies in one of his KNDO-controlled
areas in southern Karen state. Gen. Ner Dah Mya has
vowed to fight the military regime independent of the
Karen National Union. The announcement brought a
swift response and rejection from the KNU and its
military, the Karen National Liberation Army. Within days Gen. Ner Dah was kicked out of
the KNU. Within the wider Karen community there have been mixed reactions to Gen. Ner
Dah Mya’s sacking. Many Karen people, especially supporters of the former KNDO’s chief,
have expressed support for him and his Kawthoolei Army as a way to break free from KNU’s
control and pursue his own course of actions to fight the Burmese military regime. Bur for
many others, the formation of a new Karen armed group, independent of the KNU, has
brought disappointment and concerns that the Karen struggle- politically and militarily — will
be further divided and weakened at a time when Karen people need unity to fight and
defeat the new military regime, at least in Karen territory.

Who is responsible for the formation of a Kawthoolei Army?

Currently, there are divided opinions on both sides of the debate as to who is responsible
and who is to blame for the formation of the new armed group? Was it KNU leaders or Gen.
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Ner Dah himself? Regardless of which side you are on, there is no right answer, because
both sides are responsible for bringing about this division within the KNU and Karen
community. First, it is important to look at the origins of this internal conflict. As guardian
and mother organization of the Karen people and Karen political movement, the KNU has
supreme power over its military wings — the Karen National Defense Organization and Karen
National Liberation Army.

Anything that breaks its laws within its jurisdictions must be investigated, and if people are
found guilty, they must be held accountable and punished according to the laws. But from
the very beginning, the KNU did not manage the investigation into the alleged killings of the
25 suspected Burma military correctly. It was reported the KNU’s leaders only started the
investigation after they were informed and pressured by the Burmese military government
about the alleged killings. As a result, many viewed this as a way for some leaders in the
KNU — especially the pro-National Ceasefire Agreement faction —to maintain good relations
with the military regime, despite of it’s coup.

Second, the KNU never made public the outcomes of its investigation — particularly the
status of the 25 people killed. Many questions were left unanswered. Were they civilians as
the military regime claimed or were they military personnel as the KNDO argued? If they
were truly civilians then it was justifiable to hold someone accountable for the killings. But if
they were military spies as claimed by the KNDO, then their deaths will be up for debate.

Third, it is premature and unwise to sack a general in time of war, especially a war against a
brutal regime that has no respect for the lives of its people. The regime has killed thousands
of its people brutally and has terrorized Karen community and villages with indiscriminate
airstrikes that resulted in many deaths and large displacement in Karen state.

For many Karen people, it’s hard to sympathize with the 25 suspected military spies,
allegedly killed by KNDO’s troops when your own people are suffering.

It’s harder to win an argument if you are seen as associates of the military regime
responsible. This is now the reality for some of the KNU pro-NCA faction. For many Karen
people, their pro-NCA stance does not qualify them to remove Gen. Ner Dah from his
position — this is like a drunken father beating his unruly son for being drunk.

Despite the shortcomings of the KNU and how it has poorly handled the killings of the 25
suspected military spies, Gen. Ner Dah himself is not blameless. As a subordinate to the
civilian leadership, he should respect and at least cooperate with the KNU’s investigation
team to clear himself of any wrongdoing. By cooperating, he will also set a good example for
other military officers in the KNDO and KNLA to follow rules and obey the civilian leadership
—no matter how inconvenient — and not to take things into their own hands. Otherwise, if
all the military leaders in the KNLA and KNDO take matters in their own hands and do what
they want, it reduces the KNU and Karen struggle as meaningless. According to credible
sources inside and outside the KNU, Gen. Ner Dah repeatedly refused and was unwilling to
meet and cooperate with the investigation team by claiming that he had done nothing
wrong or it was not safe for him to meet. This has not only angered the KNU leaders, but
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also upset some top KNLA officers who are not necessarily pro-NCA but have little tolerance
for Gen. Ner Dah’s disrespect and insubordination.

Had Gen. Ner Dah cooperated with the investigation team and showed some respect to
KNU and KNLA leadership, the matter could have been resolved satisfactorily and his
removal from the KNDO top position would have been avoided. He did not order or have a
direct role in the killings of those suspected spies, but as a leader he should try to resolve
the case wisely. And by refusing to cooperate with the investigation team and his superiors,
Gen. Ner Dah may have also played into the hands of some pro-NCA leaders who are eager
to remove him from his position. Due to their uncompromising stance, both sides ended up
further apart, with the removal of Gen. Ner Dah from his position. As the chief of the KNDO,
under investigation, Gen. Ner Dah should have refrained from speaking to media and news
groups during the investigation in order to avoid complicating the matter. He should have
referred all matters to a designated KNDO’s spokesperson or the investigation team to
answer any questions related to the case. However, reckless as he is, he and his
subordinates were all over the media and news groups, each giving out conflicting
information about the event. In any situation like this, so as not to complicate the matter
and be trapped, the last thing you want to do is talk to the media on your own. But Gen. Ner
Dah has handled that poorly by talking to media that did not necessarily have his best
interests. Once the media and human rights groups began to pay attention to the case, the
KNU was left with no choice, but to take the matter seriously.

How a broken system and a disregard for the rules of law within the wider KNU’s political
structure contributed to this latest crisis?

The formation of the Kawthoolei Army is just one of many examples in the KNU’s history
where respect for the rules of law and common interests are often avoided by individual
and factional interests within the organization. Gen. Ner Dah is not the first person to form
his own armed group as a result of disagreement with the KNU. Throughout KNU’s history,
military leaders and some powerful commanders often broke away from the KNU when
their wishes and interests were not met. In 1995, several Buddhist high ranking military
officers in the KNLA split from the KNU and formed the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army to
pursue its own course of actions as a result of perceived discrimination against Karen
Buddhist soldiers who made up the major of KNLA’s rank and file soldiers. In 1997, Col.
Thumu Hei, then a battalion commander of KNU’s Brigade 6th, also broke away from the
KNU and struck a deal with the previous military regime under State Peace and
Development Council after a slight disagreement with the commander of the then Brigade
6. The last most high profile split before Kawtholei Army was the KNU/KNLA Peace Council
led by Gen. Htay Maung, who was then commander of the KNU’s Brigade 7th, in 2007.
Against the advice of his KNU’s colleagues, the then KNU’s chairman Gen. Bo Mya initiated
talks with the SPDC in order to find a peaceful solution to the long running conflict between
the central government and the KNU. However, the talks did not last long and after Gen.
Khin Nyut, who was then a prime minister and an architect of the SPDC’s peace process, was
arrested and imprisoned by the then military dictator and supremo Gen. Than Shwe. After
Gen. Khin Nyut’s arrest, it was clear that SPDC was not interested in real peace and a
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general understanding within the KNU was the peace talk should be discontinued. By then,
Gen. Bo Mya’s health was already deteriorating and he was not in a position to focus on
continuing the peace talk with SPDC. However, his protégé Gen. Htay Maung, wanted to
continue peace talk against the wish and decision of the other top KNU’s leaders, including
the popular and much respected former KNU’s General Secretary Padoh Mahn Sha. As
divisions between the two factions were widening, meetings and discussion were held to
find a compromise and prevent the split. Despite promising to obey the KNU’s leadership
and to stop talking to SPDC, Gen. Haty Maung, encouraged by his inner circle, that included
his son-in-law, Pastor Timothy and to some extent Gen. Ner Dah, continued to unilaterally
pursue peace talks with the military government against the wishes of all the KNU leaders.
Eventually, KNU had no choice, but to remove Gen. Haty Maung from his position, which led
to him splinting from the KNU and forming his own army, the KNU/KNLA Peace Council.

In 2011, Gen. Mutu Say Poe, the chief of the KNLA and current KNU’s chairman, also
disregarded KNU policy and decision by signing a state-level ceasefire agreement with the
SPDC without the approval of the KNU. He was initially fired from his post but was later
reinstated at the urging of Gen. Johnny, then commander of the KNLA Brigade 7th. In
summary, the current conflict is another example of rules of laws and common interests
being disregarded by another general in the KNU when their interests and wishes are not
met.

Is There Justification for a Kawthoolei Army?

Was Gen. Ner Dah justified in forming his Kawthoolei Army independent of the KNU’s
control? Did he form his army because he lost his position or because he is truly committed
to fighting the military regime? Again, this depends on whose side you are on. Many Karen
people, especially Gen. Ner Dah supporters — the majority of who are remote and overseas
— believe he had valid reasons to form his own army and fight for the Karen people.

On the surface, it does look like Gen. Ner Dah was being pushed around and unjustly
punished by the current KNU’s leaders, especially the pro-NCA faction. To some extent this
is true. Even many of his critics think his removal was ill-advised, and not justifiable,
especially in a time like this where KNU should focus on the threat of the military regime.

Gen. Ner Dah Mya said he needed to form his own army in order to fight the military regime
and free himself from KNU’s stifling bureaucracy and control, especially since the KNU is still
hampered by the NCA. If this is truly the case, he has very legitimate reasons to do so and he
deserves our support, because we all want to see the swift fall of the new military regime,
and any group that fights the regime should be commended. For many people, he is the
kind of strong, brash and brave leader that we need to fight the Burma Army and lead the
next generation of Karen revolutionaries and Karen armed movement. He is educated,
strong, and is well-known in the Karen community due to his father’s legacy in the KNU. But
to his critics and many of his military colleagues within the KNDO and KNLA, Gen. Ner Dah
Mya’s rhetoric rarely adds up to his actions. To them, he is a loudmouth, an undisciplined,
and a publicity loving general who has little meaningful military skill and fighting experience
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and who only rose through his rank due to his family’s background. For them, he is more a
talker than a doer.

Not many Karen generals are as well-known and high-profile today as Gen. Ner Dah in the
Karen community days, thanks partly to his family background and father’s legacy in the
KNU. He is accessible, young, educated, English-speaking, energetic, engaging and has a
good network and connections with many foreign friends who are sympathetic to the Karen
cause. Many Karen people, especially in the diaspora’s community, love him and look up to
him as one of their brave leaders to lead the future KNU and the Karen struggle together
with Gen Baw Kyaw Heh. They love his rhetoric and admire his stance against the military
regime. As a result, it’s not unexpected that he can attract followers. But as the saying goes,
actions speak louder than words. To many of his critics, Gen. Ner Dah has been speaking out
against the NCA and KNU leadership for the past 10 years, but has offered little and no
alternative vision for the future of the Karen struggle. He never laid out any vision and
concrete plan that’s drastically different from the current KNU’s leadership or how he would
organize the struggle, fight the military regime, and unite the Karen people. While he
continued to criticize KNU leaders for being corrupt and in it for their self-interest, his late
younger brother, Gen. Tay Lay of the KNU/KNLA PC, continued to cozy up to the military and
struck lucrative business deals until he passed away suspiciously last year after a business
trip to northern Burma. Gen. Ner Dah talked about Kawthoolei independence, but at the
same time said his group will work with the NUG to guide his group’s political strategy
because he is only interested in fighting the military regime. Since armed conflict resumed in
Karen state last year following the military coup, it was a good opportunity for Gen. Ner Dah
seized the moment and launched attacks against the Burma Army in Karen state. Instead,
the first few major attacks on the military regime’s troops and outposts in Karen state last
year were launched by troops not under Gen. Ner Dah, but under Gen. Baw Kyaw Heh in
KNU’s Brigade 5t, followed by KNU’s Brigade 1. And when fighting broke out in Brigade 6
area, where Gen. Ner Dah and his troops are based, the attacks were launched by troops
under the command of KNLA’s Battalion 18 and 27, and not by Gen. Ne Dah’s KNDO. Until
now, KNLA is still the major fighting force that bears the brunt of the fighting. In fact, there
is no known restriction imposed by the KNU on any of its military wings not to fight the
SAC’s troops, although some individual brigades, such as Brigade 4 and 7, are not willing to
launch attacks on the Burma Army. If Gen. Ner Dah really wants to fight the military regime,
he can certainly do so without the need to form a Kawthoolei Army. He can organize KNDO
troops under his command and launch operations against the Burma Army across KNU’s
Brigade 6 where he is based. Or he can take his troops to the adjacent KNU’s Brigade 4 or 7
to initiate operations against the regime’s troops there, since leaders in those two Brigades
are not willing to start the fight. But the question is why didn’t he do it? To some of his
critics, he and troops under his direct control are more interested in engaging in rhetoric
and being on social media than engaging in any real fight against the military. Aside from the
Lion Column led by captain Eh Say Wah's, most of Gen. Ner Dah’s troops under his direct
command are all talk but no show. As a result, his critics think Gen. Ner Dah’s actions did
not really stack up against his rhetoric. As one KNLA’s junior officer in Brigade 6 pointed out:
“l have lost the most soldiers since fighting resumed in Karen state and some people out
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there still think Gen. Ner Dah is the only person fighting. What a joke.” According to sources
within the KNLA, the name Kawthoolei Army was never Gen. Ner Dah’s original idea. At a
KNLA meeting last month where all military brigade representatives attended — including
Gen. Gen. Ner Dah — the name Kawthoolei Army was discussed and agreement was already
made to have KNLA and KNDO transformed to Kawthoolei Army. However, upon returning
to his base, without any discussion with other KNLA leaders or even Gen. Baw Kyaw Heh,
Gen. Ner Dah unilaterally announced that he was forming the Kawthoolei Army and named
himself as the chief. In doing so, he hijacked the KNLA’s plan and idea by using the name
Kawthoolei Army that KNLA and KNOD were already planning to use. Everyone is now
waiting eagerly to see what Gen. Baw Kyaw Heh- vice chief of the KNAL — has to say about
the Kawthoole Army. Nobody knows exactly where he stands on this issue since he hasn’t
said anything. On social media, Gen. Ner Dah’s followers have been spreading fake news
and false information that Gen. Baw Kyaw Heh supports and approves of the Kawthoolei
Army. But since KNLA’s statement has already come out and rejected the formation of
Kawthoolei Army, anyone with a good brain should know better where he stands.

Gen. Ner Dah is an integral part of the future Karen political struggle

The stakes are high for the Karen people right now — KNU’s leaders and Gen. Ner Dah both
know this. Unless they can find a compromise and resolve this peacefully, nobody is going to
win — Gen. Min Aung Hlaing will certainly be cheering for a split. Despite his shortcomings
and weakness, Gen. Ner Dah is still an important figure that we need. He may not have the
quality and experience that other Karen military leaders have, but he does have many
qualities and skills that other Karen military leaders are solely lacking. He is popular and
respected by many Karen people — both young and old, and especially in the diaspora Karen
community. He is strong, modern, energetic, accessible, and to some extent charismatic —
qualities we need and not many that current KNU and KNLA’s leaders possess. He may not
have the wisdom other leaders have, but he does have the education, stature, network, and
connection that not many Karen leaders have. He and his family have invested their life in
the Karen revolution, and he is the only one standing in the family to continue carrying the
torch of his father’s legacy. He cannot and should not be pushed aside easily. On the other
hand, educated as he is, Gen. Ne Dah should learn the art of patience, cooperation,
compromise, respect to his colleagues and leaders, and skillfully build up his base within the
system. He may be popular and respected by many people outside, but he needs help and
support internally. He needs to look to Gen. Baw Kyaw Heh and other likeminded leaders for
guidance and support instead of alienating them. Unless he can work with people inside the
KNU and KNLA, whether he likes it or not, he will not be able to change things and influence
the direction and future of the KNU and Karen political movement. He should surround
himself more with people who not only flatter him, but also point out his weakness and give
him good advice. As a leader, he should not only focus on people directly under his control,
but he should reach out and seek advice from other senior civilian and military leaders in
every brigade and care for the well-being of every soldier near and afar. He has the
potential to be a future great leader to carry the torch of his father’s legacy and lead the
next generation of the Karen revolutionaries. But unless he can learn to work with his
colleagues and leaders- no matter how unpleasant this might be — it will be hard for him to
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change anything significant. He may be able to form z Kawthoolei Army, but he knows very
well that this will not take him anywhere, and just like many other leaders of Karen splinter
armed groups before him, he will eventually disappear into oblivion and not be
remembered as a great leader.

Meanwhile, major changes also need to happen within the KNU. We cannot continue with
the status quo and continue hoping for a different outcome. Our people have been divided
for too long and we need to find a solution quickly, and that solution should start with
changes within the KNU. What is the point of maintaining ties — either official or unofficial -
with the military regime if we reject the coup? And what is the point of holding on to the
NCA if there is no more democratic and civilian government in the country? The NCA was
signed to promote and support peace and the democratic process in the country, but the
military disregarded all of that. The military regime has not only killed any chance of peace,
but has also murdered thousands of its own people —inside and outside Karen state —
brutally and mercilessly. There is no reason in holding on to a failed and false peace
agreement. Let’s shred that paper, rebuild our unity and spirits, and rebuild the future of
Kawthoolei.

We need new blood, a new vision and new leaders to lead and guide us now. And more
importantly, let’s promote and strengthen respect for the rules of law —young and old —
because our current problem is deeply rooted in a culture that disregards the rules of law
and respect for mutual interests.

*Saw Greh Moo is a Karen community activist and a contributor to Karen News. He can be
reached at grehmoo@hotmail.com*

https://karennews.org/2022/08/kawthoolei-army-how-a-broken-system-and-a-disrespect-
for-the-rules-of-law-in-the-knu-gave-birth-to-another-armed-group-in-karen-state/

RCSS Leaders Meet In Loi Tai Leng
By Network Media Group | Tuesday, August 2, 2022

Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS) announced
after its biannual meeting at the Loi Tai Leng
headquarters to hold more dialogue to restore peace
and build a federal democratic union but didn’t
provide specifics about how to achieve this.

Many people criticised RCSS leader Gen Yward Serk
for his meeting with Snr-Gen Min Aung Hlaing, head
of the regime-appointed State Administration Council

in Naypyitaw in May.
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According to Lt-Gen Ohm Khur, the RCSS spokesperson, the two leaders talked about
regional development, peace and confidence building, but not about the current political
crisis.

During RCSS’s biannual, the department heads evaluated the last six months, political and
military issues were discussed and a work plan was drawn up.

The four-day meeting was attended by 237 representatives from advisory board, central
executive committee, central leading committee and central committee.

NMG was unable to reach anyone at the time of going to press.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/08/02/20322

Myanmar’s Unfulfilled Irenic Dream
By DAVID I. STEINBERG | 2 August 2022

The beautiful dream of unified peace in Myanmar has always been phantasmagoric. Since
independence in 1948, the country has never been at peace. Political and ethnic rivalries
have destroyed the modicum of communal trust that might once have existed. Personal or
institutional enmities have morphed into antagonisms so profound and complex that they
defy solutions within this generation. Military-civilian hatred, complicated by the 1 February
2021 coup, has erupted in a virtual civil war, or perhaps multiple civil wars. Atrocities and
recent executions exacerbate bitterness. Ethnic minorities, badly split among diverse groups
as to the type of federalism or autonomy that might be acceptable, distrust each other.
Often such populations physically overlap, complicating resolution. The majority Bamar
ethnic group of whatever government has denied effective authority to the periphery. And
now, religious discrimination and politicization have compounded the myriad issues facing
any government.

Surely, the Myanmar military has made an already difficult situation far more dire, its
arrogance and antagonisms more profound. Its leadership is of one ethnicity, one religion,
and one self-defined set of self-accommodating rules of governance. Power is concentrated:
in the barrel of a gun but also in the highly personalized leadership of that institution.
History is being rewritten to justify its role, and the censorship that so plagued the state for
many years has been reintroduced. The deaths and violence of the present, with the military
responsible for its instigation, is now nationally virtually ubiquitous, haunting the memories
of those present, and in the subsequent generation making trust even more elusive.
Solutions are virtually impossible for many years. Urban guerilla warfare results in
assassinations, murders, score-settling, fears, and recriminations. The concept of peaceful
resistance to military brutality is over. It may never have been an efficient response, but the
present mutual, if unbalanced, violence multiplies tensions and lessens amelioration.

All governments, whether civilian, military or mixed, have called for peace and held formal
or informal talks to resolve issues. Despite official media responses from a variety of diverse
government sources, real negotiations have never taken place. A cease-fire here or there
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has been ephemeral, usually verbal. Compromise on essential issues, such as the extent of
political power and the distribution of resources to the periphery, has been lacking. Local
armed forces or militia have now proliferated, creating fragmented authority and
guestioned legitimacy. The charade of National Day on 12 February, the anniversary of the
1947 Panglong conference that allowed the formation of an independent Burma, is simply
song and dance without substance. The quintessential holiday for the military is now not
Independence Day on January 4, but Armed Forces Day on March 27.

The military, perhaps inadvertently, has limited its own options. It has encased itself in a
political, ideological, and economic bubble. It protects its leadership from both national and
international intellectual and informational pollution, creating its own schools, medical
facilities, and economic enterprises to be as independent as possible from the civilian
society it strives to control. There is a self-perpetuating orthodoxy of military-speak even by
people who are fully cognizant of the outside world and who recognize the depths to which
Myanmar has sunk. Public dissent among its leadership is not evident.

The benign image of Buddhism has been contaminated. The military has attacked the
elements of the sangha it fears, and, with the connivance of strong leadership elements
within, used it to further its control and made it an element of political power. Every
government since independence has used Buddhism to enhance its political legitimacy, but
the military’s contemporary campaign directly links it to a partisan political base and
exacerbates conflict with Muslim and Christian groups — and thus minorities. There does
not seem anyone of sufficient stature within the sangha hierarchy whose reputation
transcends these secular affiliations.

The West, perhaps Americans more than most, erroneously like to believe there are
answers to all problems. Myanmar, alas, defies their aspirations, for neither internally will
they be easily resolved, nor externally will they be positively affected. Sanctions here,
international pariah status there, assuage foreign morality rather than threaten internal
power. Whatever the results of the present conflicts, whatever element emerges with
titular authority, the issues will not disappear. Neither present military nor civilian
leadership has indicated a capacity to generate a minimum of trust sufficient to govern
effectively. An army-controlled state, either unilaterally or through manipulated elections,
might command under duress but would be anathema. A government under any civilian
leadership now evident could not resolve the fissures. And an effectively balkanized state
with diverse ethnic entities would foster regional manipulation and insecurity.

Various formal or informal governments have picked up diverse bureaucratic burdens, often
in conflict with each other. The opposition National Unity Government, the junta’s State
Administrative Council, the Arakan Army, the Wa, and others vie for bureaucratic control
and a funding/tax base within their regions. Administrative chaos results: the people suffer.

Now, “Peace in our time” as in 1938, is more than unlikely: a slogan rather than a plan. A
need for hope sustains a beleaguered population, but a constant call for hope defies
reality. Would that it were possible to offer it, but illusions destroy policy. A new generation
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of resilient Burmese of all ethnicities needs to arise to sterilize the cancerous growth of
hatred and distrust, and who see a future in unified civility. Only they can accomplish this.

So much for soothsayers who, according to Dante, go to a very low circle of hell, where | am
sure to be joined by many of those alluded to above. The prospects, alas, for the present are
dim indeed.

David |. Steinberg is distinguished professor of Asian studies emeritus, Georgetown
University

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/myanmars-unfulfilled-irenic-
dream.html

New report highlights Myanmar junta’s ‘vile and brutal’ torture of prisoners

The report, by Amnesty International, highlights the regime’s systematic use of torture to
crush resistance to its rule

Myanmar Now | Published on Aug 2, 2022

A drawing by a Myanmar artist inspired by
documentation in Amnesty International’s report “15
Days Felt Like 15 Years”

Myanmar’s junta has used “vile and brutal” tactics on
detainees as part of its overall strategy to crush the
country’s resistance movement, according to human
rights group Amnesty International in a new report
released on Tuesday.

The 19-page report, titled “15 Days Felt Like 15 Years,” is based on the group’s interviews
with 15 people, including eight survivors of the military’s torture, and other research carried
out in March.

In the report, Amnesty said that it found evidence of multiple human rights abuses,
including violations of the right to freedom from torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment, among the 10 incidents it examined.

The group also said that the military authorities “flout the law at every stage of the arrest
and detention process”—from making arbitrary arrests to forcing confessions through
torture or by threatening reprisals against relatives.

“Myanmar has stooped to unimaginable new lows in its vile and brutal treatment of
detainees as part of an overall strategy intended to break their spirits and compel people to
give up any resistance to the military coup last year,” Agnes Callamard, Amnesty’s secretary
general, said in a press release for the report.
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The report details some of the ways detainees are physically assaulted while undergoing
interrogation, including beatings, electrical shocks, and having their genitals tasered. It also
deals with the extreme mental pressures that prisoners face in regime custody.

“Detainees allege they were psychologically tortured with death and rape threats to force
confessions or extract information about anti-coup activities,” the report said.

Interrogators also used humiliation to try to break their victims. One trans woman said that
she was routinely mocked and sexually assaulted as part of her ordeal.

“During the interrogation, whenever | used feminine pronouns for myself, they said you are
gay, so you must like this and exposed their male genitals in front of me,” she was quoted as
saying in the report.

“[Her captors] also looked at messages with her doctor and asked if she had had a sex-
change operation. They then took off her clothes, looked at her naked body and mocked
her,” the report said.

In its report, Amnesty urged the junta to facilitate visits by the UN special envoy on
Myanmar and its special rapporteur on human rights in the country, ensuing that they have
access to all detention centres, including unofficial ones.

It also recommended that the shadow National Unity Government continue its efforts to
seek justice and hold the junta accountable for its crimes under international law.

Foreign governments were also called on to exercise universal and other possible forms of
jurisdiction to investigate and prosecute suspects involved in those crimes.

“The dire human rights situation in Myanmar is the direct result of a broader failure by the
international community to hold the Myanmar military to account for its past crimes,” said
Amnesty International.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/new-report-highlights-myanmar-juntas-vile-and-
brutal-torture-of-prisoners

Who are Executed Hlaing Tharyar Activists?
By THE IRRAWADDY | 2 August 2022

Daw Myint Myint San has been weeping tears of sadness and bitterness. Her son Ko Aung
Thura Zaw was executed by the military regime in late July along with three other anti-coup
activists. Now his mother feels an unbearable pain in her heart whenever the thought
comes into her mind that she will never see her eldest son again.

Ko Aung Thura Zaw was not a politician, and neither was he a criminal or a terrorist as the
junta has alleged. He ran a steel workshop in Yangon’s Hlaing Tharyar Township and was
just an ordinary family man who felt the call of duty to join the Spring Revolution.
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“He was a helpful man and tolerant of anyone. He properly supported the family and was
the eldest son on whom I relied. So | am overcome with inconsolable grief,” said Daw Myint
Myint San.

Her son was just 27 when he was hanged at Yangon’s Insein Prison. When he was arrested
in March 2021, his wife was two months pregnant. Ko Aung Thura would never see his child.

The regime refused to return his body and did not even let his mother see him for the last
time. “When | asked them [prison authorities] to allow me to see his body, they told me that
the funeral happened immediately after the execution,” said Daw Myint Myint San.

Nor did the junta reveal exactly when Ko Aung Thura Zaw was hanged. His relatives were
told that the executions were carried out on either July 23 or 24, meaning that the family
were unsure when to perform the traditional Buddhist funeral rites, which should be held
on the seventh day after death.

Ko Hla Myo Aung, another of the executed activists, was also from Hlaing Tharyar Township.
Like Ko Aung Thura Zaw, he was also portrayed by the regime as a murderer, robber and
terrorist.

Some 26 people were arrested and tried at a military tribunal for killing an alleged military
informant in Hlaing Tharyar in March last year. Only two of them — Ko Aung Thura Zaw and
Ko Hla Myo Aung — were sentenced to death on April 12 last year. But as it had been over
three decades since the last execution in Myanmar, people assumed that the two would not
be hanged.

But on July 25, junta-controlled newspapers announced that the two men had been
executed along with veteran pro-democracy activist Ko Jimmy and former National League
for Democracy (NLD) lawmaker Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw.

Family members were denied access to Ko Hla Myo Aung’s body. Nor were any of his
relatives able to see him before his execution. His wife is serving a three year sentence for
incitement in Kyaikmaraw Prison in southern Myanmar’s Mon State and, alone out of the
four condemned men, Ko Hla Myo Aung didn’t get to see his family before he was executed.

His father-in-law heard the news of the other men on death row being allowed to see their
relatives and was waiting for a call to see Ko Hla Myo Aung, only to learn two days later that
he had been hanged.

As devoted NLD supporters, Ko Hla Myo Aung and his wife drove most days from their home
in Hlaing Tharyar to join anti-coup protests in Hledan and Myaynigone.

The couple went into hiding after their names became known to the junta. Then, the regime
held Ko Hla Myo Aung’s parents-in-law and a teenage nephew hostage at Hlaing Tharyar
police station for almost a month before the couple were arrested.

In April, the family met in the cells at Hlaing Tharyar police station. It was to be their last
meeting.
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In Yangon, Hlaing Tharyar is known as an industrial suburb that is home to squatters and
factory workers, low-income families who struggle daily to make ends meet and have no
time to keep up with political affairs.

But when the Myanmar military seized power in a coup on February 1, 2021, the residents
of Hlaing Tharyar came out onto the streets to show their opposition to the military
takeover.

As anti-coup demonstrations gathered momentum in Hlaing Tharyar, the military sent
several truckloads of soldiers to crush the protests there on March 14. On that bloody
Sunday, at least 22 people were killed by the military in a brutal crackdown. It is believed
that the real number of those killed is higher, as the regime disposed of some bodies and
some funerals were held quietly due to pressure from the junta.

On March 15, the regime declared martial law in Hlaing Tharyar and began to arrest
residents on various charges. Ko Aung Thura Zaw and Ko Hla Myo Aung were among the
people arbitrarily detained.

Ko Hla Myo Aung, a short and plump man with a round face, was affectionately nicknamed
‘big pig’ by his neighbors. The 41-year-old was known as a kind man who actively engaged in
social welfare and charitable works in his community.

Before the coup, he lived a normal, simple life running a roadside eatery in Hlaing Tharyar.

Most residents of Hlaing Tharyar are migrants from other parts of Myanmar, especially
Ayeyarwady Region. Ko Aung Thura Zaw was one of them. He left his native Bogale
Township in Ayeyarwady to work in Yangon after he failed the matriculation examination.
He settled in Hlaing Tharyar and his mother and two siblings later moved there to live with
him.

“His death is a big loss for our family. But | take great pride in it and | respect him,” said his
mother.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-pipeline-leak-disrupts-gas-delivery-to-
thailand-2.html

Myanmar Military’s Proxy Party Involved in Pro-Execution Rallies
By THE IRRAWADDY | 2 August 2022

The Myanmar junta’s proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) was involved in
organizing pro-execution rallies held last week in Yangon and Mandalay. The rallies came as
the executions of four pro-democracy activists in late July sparked condemnation around
the world.

Although the USDP has not expressed official support for the hangings, over 1,800 USDP
members, including lawmakers, as well as USDP supporters have reportedly been killed by
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anti-regime forces since the 2021 coup. The USDP, too, has many former members of the
Myanmar military in leadership roles.

Notorious nationalist U Hla Swe, a former army lieutenant colonel, was one of the lead
organizers of a pro-execution demonstration that took place near City Hall in downtown
Yangon on July 29. Junta soldiers provided security for the rally.

U Hla Swe represented the USDP in the Upper House from 2011 to 2015 under the U Thein
Sein administration. He also organized pro-military rallies under the now ousted National
League for Democracy (NLD) government and was charged with sedition then.

Last Friday’s demonstration was joined by pro-regime mobs, USDP members and Buddhist
nationalists, including some monks holding posters accusing executed pro-democracy
activists Ko Jimmy and former NLD lawmaker Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw of being terrorists.

U Hla Swe at the pro-execution demonstration
outside Yangon City Hall in downtown Yangon on
July 29.

™ %

U Hla Swe and other nationalists delivered
speeches filled with criticisms and curses of the
civilian National Unity Government and its armed
wing, the People’s Defense Forces.

i
)
if |

Another pro-execution rally was staged in
Mandalay the following day. Junta-controlled media covered both rallies extensively.

A few days prior to the rallies, pro-regime mobs attacked the Yangon homes of Ko Jimmy
and Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, throwing stones at their houses and denouncing the pair while
trying to intimidate their grieving relatives. Sources confirmed that people who were
present at the pro-execution rally in Yangon were among the thugs that stoned the houses
of the two men.

The USDP and extreme nationalists have long experience in staging pro-military rallies for
propaganda purposes. The military regime’s current immigration and population minister U
Khin Yi, who is also a USDP vice-chair, organized rallies targeting the Union Election
Commission after the commission declared the NLD the winner of the 2020 general election.

Similar rallies were organized in Naypyitaw by former defense minister Lieutenant General
Wai Lwin, who is also the chairman of the Naypyitaw USDP branch, according to The Second
Democratic Government and Myanmar, a book written by U Soe Thane, a USDP lawmaker
who served as the President’s Office Minister in the U Thein Sein administration.

Junta chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing is hoping that the USDP will help him achieve his
dream of becoming president.

With the Myanmar military guaranteed 25 per cent of all seats in the national legislature
under the army-drafted 2008 constitution, the coup leader is hoping that the USDP can win
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at least 26 per cent of parliamentary seats in the election planned for next year, so enabling
him to become president.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-militarys-proxy-party-involved-in-pro-
execution-rallies.html

Thai natural gas project suspended after pipeline explosions in Myanmar

Some residents claim a local militia blew holes in the pipeline but the company says it has
found no evidence.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.08.02

A file photograph of a gas refinery in the Thai
capital, Bangkok. Reuters

A pipeline carrying gas from Myanmar to
Thailand has exploded twice in three days,
according to locals.

The Zaw Ti Ka pipeline, owned by Thai energy
: 3 E = T giant PTTEP, runs through the Kan Pauk area of
Yay Phyu township in Thaninntharyi region.

The pipeline exploded on the night of July 30 and again at around 3 a.m. on Aug. 1,
according to one Kan Pauk resident, who spoke to RFA on condition of anonymity for
safety reasons.

“The gas pipeline exploded twice," the resident said. “But it was not clear whether it was
a gas explosion or a bomb blast.”

Some residents claimed it was an attack by the local People’s Defense Force, but RFA was
unable to verify their claims and there has been no comment from the PDF.

“The pipeline of the Zaw Ti Ka natural gas project in Myanmar had a leak on August 1,
therefore gas transmission to Thailand has been temporarily suspended,” read a
statement by Thai government subsidiary PTT Exploration and Production Public Co., Ltd.,
(PTTEP).

"The initial investigation has not found either an explosion or burning but other
investigations will follow," said the statement from PTTEP’s Yangon office, adding that
repairs are likely to take about two weeks.

The Zaw Ti Ka oil and gas project is based in the Gulf of Muttama and the pipeline runs
through Mon state and Thanintharyi region.

Myanmar Oil and Gas Enterprise and PTTEP signed an agreement on August 8, 2014, to
invest at least $72 million in three Myanmar natural gas projects: Yadanar, Ye Ta Gon and
Zaw Ti Ka.
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https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/thai-natural-gas-project-suspended-after-
pipeline-explosions-in-myanmar-08022022065605.html

Myanmar Pipeline Leak Disrupts Gas Delivery to Thailand
By NORA AUNG | 2 August 2022

Onshore natural gas delivery from Myanmar to Thailand has been suspended after a leak in
the pipeline was discovered in Dawei on the Myanmar side on Monday.

Thailand’s PTT Exploration and Production Public Company Limited (PTTEP), which jointly
drills and delivers gas under the project, confirmed the leakage and temporary suspension
in a statement.

“The preliminary investigation found no trace of explosion or fire,” it said, addressing initial
concerns that the leak may have been caused by an attack by anti-regime resistance groups
active in the area.

The natural gas drilled at the offshore Zawtika Project in the Gulf of Mottama in Myanmar is
channelled to the Zawtika Operation Center (ZOC) in Kanpauk Township in Dawei,
Tanintharyi Region in Myanmar’s deep south.

The offshore project is jointly developed by Thailand’s PTT Exploration and Production
Public Company Ltd (PTTEP) and Myanmar state-owned Myanma Qil and Gas Enterprise
(MOGE). A production-sharing contract was signed in 2003 and gas was discovered in 2007.

Under that contract, around 70 percent of the natural gas channelled to ZOC is rerouted to
Kanchanaburi, Thailand, for electricity. The remaining gas is converted into electricity for
domestic consumption.

Local residents said the pipeline leakage happened in an area between Michaung Laung
Village and Eainna Yarzar Village near Kaleinaung town in Dawei at 3 a.m. on Monday.

They also said the Myanmar military’s No. 285 Light Infantry is stationed in the area to
provide security along the pipeline.

A spokesperson from the local resistance group in Kanpauk, the Kanpauk Defense Force,
told The Irrawaddy that it didn’t attack the pipeline.

“There are regime forces along the pipeline. We have nothing to do with the leak,” he said.
The pipeline repairs will take two weeks, according to the company.

After U.S. firm Chevron and French firm TotalEnergies withdrew from the Yadana gas field
under international pressure from human rights groups to cut financial ties with the
Myanmar junta in January 2022, PTTEP decided to take over the running of the vital gas
field.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-pipeline-leak-disrupts-gas-delivery-to-
thailand.html
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If the situation has improved this year, they will prioritize what can be done from the
ASEAN common agreement: SAC’s Chair

PUBLISHED 2 AUGUST 2022

There was difficulty in implementing the ASEAN
Common Agreement due to the lack of stability in the
country, said Senior General Min Aung Hlaing,
Chairman of State Administration Council and Prime
Minister.

On August 1, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing added
the above in his speech about his one year and six
months (18 months) of serving the state of the State Administration Council.

"During the past year, Myanmar suffered severely from the second and third wave of the
Covid-19 disease, and as it struggled to overcome the Covid-19 disaster and was dealing
with internal unrest and violence, it was difficult to implement the ASEAN consensus due to
the instability of the country. This year, since all the conditions have improved, we will carry
out the priority actions out of the five common agreements as much as possible in
accordance with the ASEAN framework," said Senior General Min Aung Hlaing.

Issues that would encroach on the sovereignty of the three branches of government:
internal affairs, judiciary and legislation are being considered, said Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing.

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing said, "As the country becomes normal, there will be
progress."

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing said that the government is working to be the best in
dealing with the international community according to the basic principles of foreign affairs,
and because Myanmar is a member of ASEAN, it also respects and values ASEAN
agreements.

Due to the political situation in 2020, he attended the ASEAN Summit held on April 24, 2021
and adopted five common agreements. In fulfilling this common agreement, Myanmar will
implement using ASEAN way, ASEAN practice and ASEAN spirits, said Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/if-the-situation-has-improved-this-year-they-will-
prioritize-what-can-be-done-from-the-asean
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